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PREFACE. 


Fob  a  very  long  time  Switzerland  was  the  only  country  in  Europe  which 
possessed  a  Guide-hook  worthy  of  the  name.  The  excellent  work  of  Ehel, 
here  alluded  to,  indeed  deserves  the  highest  praise ;  and  it  is  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  materials  collected  by  him  that  every  succeeding  work 
of  the  same  kind,  on  that  country,  has  been  laid.  It  is,  however,  volumi- 
nous, extending  to  four  volumes :  its  arrangement  and  bulk  fit  it  more  for 
the  library  than  the  pocket,  or  even  the  travelling  -  carriage ;  and  the 
abridged  French  translation  is  unskilfully  made,  inconvenient  to  consult, 
and  full  of  gross  errors.  In  addition  to  this,  the  original  work  was  written 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  and  was  not  corrected  at  the  time  of  the  author's 
death.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  owing  to  the  great  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  every  part  of  Switzerland  since  its  publication,  a  portion  of 
the  information  is  necessarily  antiquated.  The  improvements  of  roads,  the 
opening  of  new  passes  over  the  Alps,  the  establishment  of  steam-boats,  and 
the  increased  facilities  of  locomotion,  have  given  rise  to  a  thoroughly  different 
system  of  travelling.  Most  valuable  contributions  to  our  stock  of  know- 
ledge, respecting  the  natural  history,  resources,  &c.,  of  Switzerland,  have 
been  made  since  his  time  ;  the  geology  of  the  country  has  assumed  a  totally 
different  aspect ;  and  the  ancient  political  forms  are  now  scarcely  recog- 
nised since  the  Revolutionary  changes  which  occurred  after  1830. 

The  Editor  of  the  present  work  has  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  his 
obligations  to  Ebel,  as  well  as  to  the  later  writers  on  the  country,  especially 
to  the  scientific  researches  of  Agassiz,  Hugi,  and  Studer,  to  the  compila- 
tions of  Glutz  Blotzheim  and  Bollman,  and  to  the  publication  entitled 
*  Gemalde  der  Schweitz.'  Nor  is  he  less  indebted  to  his  own  countrymen, 
having  found  the  greatest  assistance  from  the  accurate  and  interesting 
works  of  Brockedon  *  and  Latrobe.  f  For  his  own  part,  he  has  brought 
to  the  task  the  experience  gained  in  four  different  visits  to  the  country,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  left  but  a  small  portion  of  it  unexplored.  Notwith- 
standing this,  he  cannot  speak  of  the  Hand-book  for  Switzerland  with  less 
diflSdence  than  he  did  of  the  volumes  relating  to  Germany  which  have 

*  The  Passes  of  the  Alps,  2  vols.  4to. ;  and  Excursions  among  the  Alps. 
t  The  Alpenstock  and  The  Pedestrian. 
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preceded  it ;  and  he  must  equally  trust  in  the  indulgence  of  his  readers  to 
excuse  numerous  inaccuracies  which  no  doubt  pervade  it. 

He  has  however  no  hesitation  in  speaking  of  the  merits  of  the  second 
section  of  this  volume,  relating  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  which  has  been 
prepared  by  a  friend  and  fellow-traveller,  most  intimately  acquainted  vnth 
those  countries,  which  he  has  explored  in  almost  every  direction,  and  on 
many  different  occasions.  The  routes  contained  in  it  possess  great  interest, 
from  the  want  of  other  information  respecting  the  country  they  traverse, 
from  the  extreme  accuracy  with  which  they  are  described,  and  from  their 
being  derived,  not  from  books,  but  from  personal  knowledge.  They  will 
probably  be  the  means  of  throwing  open  to  English  travellers  a  region 
little  visited  hitherto,  but  possessing,  from  its  romantic  beauties,  the 
highest  claim  to  attention. 
1838. 

The  admirable  work  of  Professor  Porbes,  *  Travels  through  the  Alps,' 
the  most  remarkable  contribution  to  their  history  since  that  of  De  Saussure, 
furnished  the  Editor  with  valuable  information  for  the  edition  of  1846. 

*^*  The  present  edition  has  been  very  carefully  revised,  and  corrected, 
as  far  as  possible,  down  to  the  present  time ;  some  new  routes  have  been 
added,  and  others  have  been  re-written. 
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INTRODUCTORY  INFORMATION. 


}  1.   PASSPORTS. 


A  TRAVELLER  Cannot  reach  Switzerland  without  a  passport  from  a  minister 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  states  of  Europe  (See  Handbooks  N.  Germany 
and  France)  ;  and  though  no  Swiss  passport  or  vise  is  necessary  for  enter- 
ing Switzerland,  and  although  a  passport  is  seldom  called  for  while  he  is  in 
the  country,  yet  he  must  be  prepared  to  produce  it  whenever  it  is  required. 
At  the  gates  of  Geneva,  Bern,  Lucerne,  and  perhaps  in  one  or  two  other 
capitals  of  the  cantons,  passports  are  demanded  on  entering.  Persons  pro- 
ceeding from  Switzerland  to  Savoy  or  Piedmont,  the  Austrian  states,  or 
Bavaria,  must  have  the  signatures  of  the  ministers  of  these  countries 
attached  to  their  passports ;  or  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  across  the 
frontier.  The  ministers  accredited  to  the  Swiss  Confederation  reside  at 
Bern,  or  have-  their  passport-offices  there.  Strangers,  therefore,  should 
take  care  to  seeura  their  vise  as  they  pass  through  Bern. 


§  2.   MONEY. 

The  coinage  of  Switzerland,  by  a  decree  of  the  Diet  of  1850,  has  been 
reduced  to  conformity  with  that  of  France.  The  current  money  is  francs 
and  centimes,  and  accounts  are  now  kept  in  these,  the  old  Swiss  batz  being 
no  longer  a  legal  tender.  This  new  and  uniform  coinage  for  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  is  distinguished  by  the  word  helveti^e  on  the  obverse. 

The  36th  Article  of  the  New  Constitution  of  the  Swiss  Confederation 
decrees  that  the  right  of  coining  money  possessed  by  the  different  cantons 
shall  cease — that  after  the  year  1851  all  the  various  cantonal  moneys  shall 
be  called  in  and  re-coined. 

Previously  to  this  salutary  change  there  was  hardly  a  coimtry  in  Europe 
which  had  so  complicated  a  currency  as  Switzerland ;  almost  every  canton 
had  a  coinage  of  itff  own,  and  those  coins  that  were  current  in  one  canton 
would  not  pass  in  the  next. 

It  is  at  present  scarcely  worth  the  traveller's  while  to  perplex  himself  with 
the  intricaciea  of  obsolete  Swiss  coins.  French  Napoleons  and /ranc«,  cur- 
rent all  over  Switzerland,  are  the  best  money  he  can  take  with  him.  In  the 
cantons  of  St.  Gall,  Appcnzell,  and  Grisons,  which  border  on  Germany, 
and  where  Bavarian  florins  (*=  20  pence)  and  kreutzers  occur,  zwanzigers 
(or  24-kreutzer  pieces)  are  very  convenient  coin,  and  will  often  go  as  far 
as  a  franc,  in  payment  of  fees,  pour-boires,  &c. 
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English  sovereigns  are  taken  at  inns  throughout  Switzerland,  at  a  value 
of  25  francs. 

The  Value  of  one  or  two  old  Swiss  Coins, 

1  Swiss  franc,  containing  10  batz  or  100  rappen  =  14  French  franc 

(1  franc  48  cents.),  =  (nearly)  Is.  2d,  English. 
N.B.  This  distinction  between  the  value  of  French  and  Swiss  francs 
should  be  particularly  attended  to. 

1  hatz  contains  10  rappen,  and  =  \\d,  (nearly)  English. 

Valwe  of  some  Foreign  Coins  in  old  Svnss  Currency, 

1  French  Napoleon  =  14  Swiss  francs. 

1  French  5-franc  piece  «=  35  batzen. 

1  French  franc  «*  (commonly)  7  batzen,  or  exactly  6  batzen  8  rapps. 

1  English  shilling  «»  9  batzen. 

1  English  sovereign  =  17  Swiss  francs  4  batzen  6  rapps, 

1  Brabant  dollar  *=  4  Swiss  francs,  or  40  batzen. 
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FRENCH  FRANCS  AND  CENTIMES  COMPARED  WITH  OLD  SWISS  FRANCS 
AND  BATZEN. 


Swiss  Francs. 

Swiss  Francs. 

French  Francs. 

I  Fr.  of  10  Btz. 

French  Francs. 

1  Fr.  of  10  Btz. 

1  Bte.  of  10  Ilapps. 

1  Btx.  of  10  Uapps. 

Fr. 

C. 
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B«. 

R. 
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R. 
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}    3.    DISTANCES. 

The  long  existing  perplexities  and  variations  in  the  measures  of  distances 
bid  fair  to  be  soon  terminated  in  Switzerland,  in  consequence  of  recent 
enactments  of  the  Swiss  Diet. 

In  1848  the  New  Federal  Constitution  decreed  that  the  Swiss  foot  should 
consist  of  30  centimHres,  or  -ftths  of  a  French  metre  : — ^that  16,000  of  these 
feet  should  go  to  a  Swiss  league  =  2  Eng.  miles,  7  furlongs,  190  yards  : — 
4800  metres,  or  23Jy  Swiss  leagues,  to  a  degree.     In  the  following  routes, 
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upon  highroads  which  hare  been  measured,  the  Svnsa  leagues  have  been 
reduced  to  English  miles  at  the  rate  of  3  Eng.  m.  per  league. 

Upon  this  authentic  basis  the  measurement  of  distances  on  the  roads  of 
Switzerland  has  been  commenced,  and  upon  some  of  them  mile  posts  have 
been  already  erected. 

An  official  Post  Office  Directory  (Verzeichniss  der  Schweitzerischen 
Post  Kurse)  of  the  public  conveyances.  Distances^  &c.,  between  the  principal 
towns  of  Switzerland  has  been  published  at  Bern.  See  also  the  New  Post 
Map  of  Switzerland  published  under  direction  of  Gen.  Dufour,  Winterthur, 
1850. 

On  bye  roads  and  in  mountainous  districts,  where  the  distances  are  not 
actually  measured,  it  is  the  tacit  custom  of  the  country  to  calculate  dis- 
tances by  the  time  taken  in  walking  from  place  to  place,  and  to  apply  the 
term  stunde  or  lieiie  to  a  space  which  can  be  traversed  on  foot  in  one  hour. 
The  length  of  the  M  Swiss  league  or  stunde  may  be  computed  at  5278 
metres  =  3  Eng.  m.  2  furlongs  53  yards.  To  make  this  measurement 
agree  with  the  actual  pace  in  walking,  it  is  necessary  to  advance  288 
Eng.  ft.  in  a  minute,  or  1  French  kilometre  in  Hi  minutes. 

The  distances  along  bye  roads  and  mountain  paths  in  the  following 
routes  have  been  calculated  in  Swiss  hours  (stunden)  at  the  rate  of  3^  Eng. 
m.  to  one  Swiss  hour. 

'ITie  S^viss  stunde,  however,  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground. 
In  very  steep  ascents  it  does  not  exceed  2  Eng.  m. ;  in  lesser  acclivities  2-J 
m.,  and  in  the  mountains  it  is  never  more  than  2i  m.  It  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  an  experienced  Alpine  traveller,  that  to  clear  2  Eng.  m.  an  hour 
up  a  steep  mountain,  requires  very  good  walking. 

§   5.  MODES  OF  TRAVELLING  IN  SWITZERLAND. — ^POSTING. 

The  means  of.  travelling  in  Switzerland  have  been  greatly  improved  and 
increased  within  the  last  20  years.  The  great  roads  are  excellent,  and 
those  over  the  Alps  stupendous  in  addition.  Upon  almost  all  of  them 
diligences  run  ;  and  since  1823,  when  the  first  experiment  with  steam  was 
made  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  every  one  of  the  large  lakes  is  navigated  by 
steam-boat4^. 

Posting  was  scarcely  known  in  any  part  of  Switzerland  before  1830.  It 
is  now  introduced  into  the  following  cantons : — 

Aarau  to  Ziirich  (by  Bragg),  Schaffhausen,  and  B&le. 

BcUe  to  Aarau — ^to  Ziirich,  to  Schaffhausen. 

Bern  to  Freiburg  and  Morat. 

FreiJmrg  to  Berne — to  Lausanne. 

St.  Gall  to  Frauenfeld,  to  Arbon,  Bregenz  to  Coire,  to  Utznach,  to 
Glaras. 

Geneva  to  Chamouny,  to  Chambery,  to  Lyons,  to  Nyon,  and  Lausanne 
— to  St.  Maurice  by  Tnonon  along  the  S.  side  of  the  Leman  Lake. 

Glarus — ^Wesen  or  Lachen  to  Glarus  and  Stachelberg. 

Grisons — Coire  to  Bellinzona  (by  the  Bernardin),  to  Chiavenna  (by  the 
Splugen),  to  St.  Gall,  to  Feldkirch,  to  Rorschach. 

Lugano  to  Milan,  to  Bellinzona. 

Neuchdtel  to  Yverdun  and  to  Pontarlier. 

Tessin — -Lugano  to  Bellinzona  and  Como. 

Thurgovie, 
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Uri — Fluelen  to  Airolo  over  the  St.  Gothard,  to  Bellinzona  and  Lugano. 

Vavd — Lausanne  to  Nyon,  to  St.  Maurice,  to  Freiburg,  to  Geneva — 
Yverdun  to  Orbe — Nyon  to  Les  Rousses. 

Vallats — St.  Maurice  to  Lausanne  and  Geneva,  to  Domo  d'Ossola  (over 
the  Simplon),  to  Milan. 

The  tariffs  are  not  yet  uniform,  but,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  are  as 
follows : — 

Cantons  Geneva,  Vavd,  Freyhurg,  and  Vallats, — The  tariff  is  the  same 
as  the  old  French  tariff,  viz.  1  fr.  60  centimes  each  horse  per  post,  and 
75  c.  to  the  postboy,  usually  increased  to  1  fr.  50  c.  or  2  fr.  per  post.  The 
traveller  with  4  horses  need  not  take  2  postilions  unless  he  wishes. 

Berii. — Posting  was  established  by  the  Government  in  1840,  and  after- 
wards suppressed ;  but  on  the  road  from  Bern  to  Freyburg,  the  former 
postmaster  will  always  supply  horses  at  the  above  rate. 

Canton  Tictno  (or  Tessin). — 6  Fr.  francs  per  post  for  a  pair  of  horses. 
Trinkgeld  to  postilion,  IJ  fr.  per  post.    BoUetone  J  fr. 

ScJiafkausen, — The  taxes  or  fixed  charges  are  at  the  rate  of  15  kr.  each 
horse  per  post  more  than  the  Baden  tariff.  Thus,  in  Baden,  the  charge 
is  1  fl.  28  kr. ;  in  Schaffhausen,  1  fl.  43  kr.  Postilion  20  kr.  for  each 
horse. 

St,  GaU^Tariff,—The  post  is  2  stunden  each  =  16,000  Swiss  ft.  Tie 
charge  for  each  horse  per  post  is  1  fl.  12  kr.  (the  florin  of  the  value  of  20d,) 
The  drink-money  for  the  postilion  is  12  or  15  kr.  per  post  for  1  horse  ; 
24  kr.  for  2  horses,  and  36  kr.  for  more  horses.  Rather  less  than  double 
the  tariff  satisfies  the  postilion. 

Tolls  for  roads  and  bridges  are  paid  to  the  postmaster  at  each  stage,  who 
generally  presents  the  traveller  with  a  printed  zettel  or  ticket. — C.  D. 

Gibsons, — ^The  traveller  should  ask  for  a  printed  billet  de  post  (cost 
8  kr.)  on  entering  the  Grisons.  The  tariff  varies  according  to  the  price  of 
corn.  It  may  be  reckoned  at  1  fl.  52  kr.  (Grisons)  =  3  F.  fr.  25  c.  each 
horse  per  post. 

The  postilion  receives  per  post,  for  1  horse  30  G.  kr.,  2  horses  45  kr. ; 
3  or  4  horses,  or  more,  1  fl.  each  post.  The  rate  of  posting  is  good.  The 
postilion's  drink-money  is  paid  to  the  postmaster  (though  not  included  in 
his  bill),  but  it  is  usual  to  give  the  driver  something  independent  at  the 
end  of  the  stage.  2  zwanzigers  is  perhaps  more  than  enough,  and  will 
quite  satisfy  him. — C.  D. 

**  Generally,  posting  in  Switzerland  is  far  dearer  than  in  Germany  or 
Italy,  and  in  fact  approaches  very  near  to  the  English  charges,  especially 
where  the  tariff  requires  the  traveller  to  take  an  extra  horse.  The  remune- 
ration to  the  postilion,  however,  both  by  tariff  and  extra,  is  much  less,  in 
proportion  to  the  price  for  the  horses,  than  in  Germany  and  Italy.'* — CD. 

§  6.   DILIGENCES — ^LUGGAGE. 

Diligences  run  daily  between  most  of  the  large  towns  of  Switzerland, 
also  over  the  chief  passes  of  the  Alps  traversable  by  carriages,  as  the  Mont 
Cenis,  Simplon,  St.  Gothard,  Bemardin,  and  Spliigen,  and  there  are  few 
carriage-roads  in  the  country  not  traversed  by  them  twice  or  thrice  a  week 
at  least. 

They  belong  to  the  Fedei-al  Government,  are  managed  by  persons 
officially  appointed,  and  are   attached   to    the  post-oflBce,  as   in  Ger- 
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many,  -cxmformably  with  an  enactment  of  the  new  Swiss  Constitution  of 
1848.  The  places  are  nimibered,  and  all  baggage  exceeding  a  certain 
fixed  weight  is  charged  extra,  and  often  greatly  increases  the  expense  of 
this  mode  of  conveyance,  which  is  one  reason  among  many  why  travellers 
should  reduce  their  baggs^e  to  the  smallest  possible  compass.  The  public 
conveyances  are  by  no  means  so  well  organised  as  in  Germany.  On  some 
routes,  particularly  in  going  from  one  canton  into  another,  passengers  are 
s(»netimes  transferred  into  another  coach,  and  run  the  chance  of  waiting 
several  hours  for  it,  being  set  down  in  a  remote  spot  to  pass  the  interval  as 
they  may,  and  this  not  unfrequently  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

The  conductor's  fee  is  included  in  the  fare,  but  the  postilion's  trinkgeld 
is  paid  separately  by  the  passengers  in  some  parts  of  the  ooimtry ;  in  St. 
Gall,  for  instance,  they  expect  from  6  to  9  kr.  per  stage. 

Travellers  in  Switzerland  will  frequently  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  public  conveyances  to  forward  their  luggage  from  one  place  to  another, 
while  they  are  making  pedestrian  excursions  among  the  mountains.  In 
such  cases,  they  have  only  to  book  their  packages  at  the  coach-oflSce,  after 
carefully  addressing  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  entering  a  specification  of 
their  value  in  a  printed  form.  They  will  then  receive  a  receipt,  and  the 
article  will  be  forwarded  and  taken  care  of  until  reclaimed.  The  cost  of 
carriage,  however,  is  heavy. 

In  making  application  for  packages  so  consigned,  as  well  as  for  letters  at 
the  post-office,  the  Englishman  should  present  his  name  in  writing,  as  our 
pronunciation  is  frequently  imintelligible  to  foreigners,  and  without  this 
precaution  the  applicant  may  be  told  that  his  luggage  has  not  arrived, 
when  in  reality  it  is  all  the  while  lying  in  the  depdt.  The  traveller  may 
also  request  to  look  over  the  packages  in  search  of  his  own. 

§  7.   VOITURIER. — LOHNKUTSOHER. — CHARS-1-BANC, 

Posting,  except  along  the  routes  mentioned  already  in  p.  xv.,  ceases  at 
the  Swiss  frontier,  and  those  who  have  been  travelling  post  must  therefore 
engage  a  voiturier  at  the  first  Swiss  town,  with  a  suitable  number  of  horses 
to  draw  their  carriage.  If  it  be  light,  and  the  party  small,  two  horses  will 
suflice ;  but  the  coachman  must  then  drive  from  the  box ;  with  a  heavy 
carriage,  three  or  four  horses  must  be  taken,  and  the  driver  will  ride  as 
postilion.  The  towns  of  Basle,  Schafifhausen,  Ziirich,  Bern,  Thun,  Vevay, 
Lausanne,  and  Geneva  are  the  head-quarters  of  the  voituriers ;  at  all  of  them 
there  are  many  persons  who  keep  job-horses  for  hire,  and  will  either  con- 
duct the  traveller  themselves,  or  send  coachmen  in  then-  employ.  At 
most  of  the  frontier  towns  redum  horses  are  to  be  met  with,  and  the 
traveller  may  save  some  days  of  back-fare  by  availing  himself  of  them. 

Before  making  an  engagement,  it  is  prudent  to  consult  the  landlord  of 
the  inn,  or  some  other  respectable  inhabitant,  to  recommend  a  person  of 
approved  character  to  be  employed.  As  there  are  many  very  roguish 
voituriers,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  traveller  on  all  occasions,  such 
a  recommendation  will  be  a  guarantee,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  good  be- 
haviour. The  landlord  should  be  referred  to  apart,  not  in  presence  of  the 
coachman,  nor,  indeed,  with  his  cognizance.  It  is  a  bad  plan  to  intrust 
an  inferior  person  with  the  negotiation  ;  he  will  most  probably  sell  the  tra- 
veller to  the  voiturier,  and  make  a  job  for  his  own  advantage.  The  most 
judicious  mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  discard  all  go-betweens  and  subordinates, 
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to  insist  on  seeing  the  principal,  the  owner  of  the  horses,  and  to  make  the 
bargain  at  once  with  him.  Besides  ascertaining  that  the  voiturier  is  a 
respectable  man,  that  his  horses  are  good,  and  his  carriage  (when  a  carriage 
is  also  required)  is  clean  and  stont,  it  is  desirable  in  many  cases  that  he 
should  speak  French  as  well  as  German,  and,  in  all,  that  he  is  acquainted 
with  the  roads  to  be  traversed.  The  engagement  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  not  be  made  for  any  specific  time,  at  least  not  for  a  long  period, 
until  man  and  horses  have  been  tried  and  have  given  satisfaction.  It  is 
better  to  take  him  on  from  day  to  day,  holding  out  the  prospect  of  his 
being  continued  if  he  behaves  well. 

Some  persons  engage  a  voiturier  for  a  certain  sum,  to  perform  a  stated 
journey  in  a  fixed  number  of  days ;  a  bad  plan,  since  it  ties  down  the 
traveller  to  a  prescribed  route,  without  the  power  of  diverging,  if  he  choose 
to  alter  his  plans,  or  of  tarrying  by  the  way.  The  employer  should  reserve 
to  himself  the  power  of  dismissing  his  voiturier  as  soon  as  he  reaches  a 
post-road  (see  the  map). 

The  established  charge  throughout  Switzerland,  per  diem,  is  9  Fr.  francs 
for  each  horse,  and  1  Fr.  franc  per  horse  trinkgeld  for  the  driver.  This  in- 
cludes the  hire  of  a  carriage  when  wanted. 

For  this  consideration  the  coachman  keeps  himself  and  his  horses,  sup- 
plying fresh  ones  if  his  own  fall  ill  or  lame  ;  he  ought  also  to  pay  all  tolls, 
and  the  charge  for  leaders  (vorspann)  to  drag  the  carriage  up  steep  ascents. 
These  two  last  conditions,  however,  are  not  always  acceded  to,  and  these 
charges  often  fall  upon  the  master. 

When  the  traveller  has  no  servant  of  his  own,  the  voiturier  cleans  the 
carriage,  greases  the  wheels,  and  assists  in  packing  and  unpacking  the 
baggage. 

The  usual  rate  of  travelling  is  from  10  to  15  leagues,  32  to  46  miles 
a-day,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  about  5  miles  an  hour  =  10  stunden  a-day 
should  be  guaranteed  by  the  driver.  It  is  necessary  to  halt  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  about  two  hours,  to  rest  the  horses.  On  the  days  during  which 
a  halt  is  made  in  a  town  or  elsewhere,  the  charge  is  reduced  one-half ;  and, 
should  the  traveller  require  the  horses  for  a  short  drive  of  an  hour  or  two 
through  the  town,  this  should  make  no  difierence, 

Back-Fare, — In  addition  to  the  daily  charges  while  employed,  the 
voiturier  requires,  if  dismissed  at  a  distance  from  his  own  home,  to  be  paid 
back-fare  for  the  number  of  days  necessary  to  take  him  thither.  This 
payment  should  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  the  longest  day's  journey, 
say  12  stunden  (nearly  40  m.),  which  is  not  too  much  with  an  empty 
carriage.  At  this  rate,  the  back-fare  to  be  paid  between  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal places  in  Switzerland  would  be  nearly  according  to  the  number  of 
days  set  down  in  the  following  table  : — 

Days  of 
Leagues.  Back- Fare. 
Geneva  to  Berne  ...  28^    .      2 
„  Coire   ...  76      .      6 

„  Neuchatel     .  22J     .      2 

„  SchafiThausen  54      .      4 

„  Soleure    .    .  33      .      2^ 

„  Zurich      .    .  51^    .      4 

„  Lucerne  .    .  46      .      3^ 


■r.     ,  ■«  Days  of 

Basle  to  Berne,  Leagaea.  Back- Fare. 

by  Soleure  .     .    .    .   18^  .      1^ 

by  the  Munster  Thai  22^  .      2 

Basle  to  Coire  ...  41  .      3^ 

„  Geneva    .    .   44  .     3^ 

„         Lausanne      .   33^  .      21 

„         Lucerne   .    .   19  .     1^ 

„  Neuch&tel     .22  .2 

„  Zurich      .    .   16J  .      1^ 
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It  is  more  for  the  traveller's  advantage  to  take  one  set  of  horses  through 
the  journey  than  to  trust  to  the  chance  of  engaging  them  from  one  town 
to  another — a  method  subject  to  delay  and  vexation  from  the  uncertainty 
of  finding  them  at  all  times,  and  from  the  manoeuvres  of  petty  innkeepers, 
who  will  often  pretend  that  none  are  to  be  had,  and  will  throw  every 
impediment  in  the  way  of  his  departure.  Besides  which,  by  such  an 
arrangement,  the  employer  must  inevitably  pay  back-fare  for  every  day, 
whereas,  if  he  engage  the  same  voiturier  for  a  length  of  time,  he  may  so 
arrange  his  tour,  in  a  circle  as  it  were,  as  to  dischai^e  him  within  one  or 
two  days'  journey  from  his  home,  and  thus  considerably  reduce  the  amount 
of  the  back-fare.  It  is  sufficient  to  pay  only  half  the  usual  drink-money 
for  the  days  reckoned  as  back-fare,  *.  e.  half  a  franc  jjer  horse. 

It  is  advisable,  before  setting  out,  to  have  an  agreement  drawn  up  in 
writing,  including  the  stipulations  which  have  been  recounted  above.  A 
piece  of  money,  called  in  German  daraufgeld,  in  Italian  la  caparra,  is  then 
given  by  one  of  the  contracting  parties  to  the  other,  after  which  the  bar- 
gain is  held  to  be  concluded. 

There  are  many  excursions  in  Switzerland  that  are  not  to  be  made  in  a 
travelling  carriage ;  in  such  cases  it  must  either  wait  for  the  traveller,  or 
be  sent  round  to  meet  him  at  an  appointed  spot. 

The  system  of  vetturino  travelling,  with  all  its  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, has  been  so  fully  explained  in  the  Hand-book  for  North  Ger- 
many, that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  again  into  fuller  details  here  than 
have  been  given  above, 

CHARS-A-BANC. 

The  char-a-banc,  the  national  carriage  of  French  Switzerland,  may  be 
described  as  the  body  of  a  gig,  or  a  bench,  as  its  name  implies,  placed 
sideways  upon  four  wheels,  at  a  very  little  distance  from  the  ground.  It 
is  surrounded  by  leather  curtains  made  to  draw,  whence  it  has  been  com- 
pared to  a  four-post  bedstead  on  wheels.  There  is  a  larger  kind  of  char, 
in  which  the  benches  are  suspended  by  thongs,  not  springs,  across  a  kind 
of  long  waggon,  and  are  arranged  one  behind  the  other.  The  char-a-banc 
is  a  very  strong  and  light  vehicle,  capable  of  carrying  two  persons,  or 
three  at  a  pinch,  and  will  go  on  roads  where  no  other  species  of  carriage 
could  venture.  It  is  convenient,  from  being  so  low  that  one  can  jump  in 
or  alight  without  stopping  the  horee,  while  it  is  going  on  ;  but  it  is  a  very 
jolting  conveyance.  Such  a  carriage  is  to  be  hired  even  in  the  smallest 
Swiss  villages,  and  the  usual  charge,  including  the  driver,  is  twelve 
French  francs  a  day ;  but  the  charge  will  be  doubled  by  back-fane  if 
the  driver  cannot  reach  home  the  same  night,  after  the  time  when  he  is 
dismissed. 

In  German  Switzerland,  one-horse  caleches,  or  chaises,  einsjpanner,  are 
universally  used,  instead  of  chars-h>-banc,  and  may  be  hired  at  every  inn. 
They  hold  comfortably  2  persons,  and  are  furnished  with  a  hood  affording 
shelter  from  rain,  while  not  shutting  out  the  view.  In  front  there  is  a 
board  for  the  driver.  They  go  at  a  rate  of  5  or  6  m.  an  hour,  except  on 
very  hilly  roads.  The  fare  is  about  1  franc  an  English  mile ;  and  the 
driver  receives  1  fr.  trink-geld  for  8  or  10  ms. — With  some  few  inter- 
ruptions, the  tour  of  all  Switzerland,  as  far  as  car  and  carriage  roads  extend. 
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might  be  economioally  made  by  one  or  two  persons  in  vehicles  of  this  class 
The  luggage  may  be  attached  behind  on  springs. 

§  8.    RAILWAYS. 

The  only  railway  entirely  on  Swiss  ground  is  that  from  Baden  to  Ziirich, 
a  short  line  of  9  or  10  English  miles. 

A  RAILWAY  SYSTEM  FOR  SWITZERLAND. 

The  Administration  of  Public  Works  in  Switzerland  is  at  present  actively 
occupied  in  establishing  a  complete  system  of  railways,  which  will  include 
the  different  cantons.  They  are  to  be  laid  down  according  to  the  following 
plan :— 1st,  a  railway  uniting  Bale  and  the  railways  of  the  Rhine ;  2nd,  a 
grand  line  to  traverse  the  valley  of  Aar,  following  the  course  of  the  Limmat 
as  far  as  Zurich,  extending  along  one  side  of  Lake  Constance,  and  on  the 
other  by  Soleure  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva ;  3rd,  a  union  of  that  line  with 
Lucerne,  in  order  to  connect  it  with  the  pass  of  Saint  Gothard ;  4th,  a  line 
of  transit  along  the  south  bank  of  Lake  Constance,  with  a  branch  towards 
the  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  and  of  Ziirich,  as  far  as  the  centre  of  the  Grisons, 
whence  it  can  be  at  a  future  period  continued  across  the  Alps ;  5th,  a 
branch  uniting  Berne  with  the  principal  line  ;  6th,  some  secondary  lines 
for  the  use  of  the  central  populations,  not  near  the  principal  lines  of 
transit,  and,  in  particular,  Schaflfhausen,  Winterthur,  Berne,  and  Thun. 
The  whole  net  work  of  these  lines  presents  an  extent  of  650  kilometres 
(570  miles  English).  The  sum  necessary  for  its  construction  is  estimated 
at  from  102  to  123  millions  of  francs.  This  project  is  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Federal  Assembly. 

§  9.   GUIDES — PORTERS — CHAISES- A-PORTEURS. 

The  services  of  a  Guide  are  needful  when  the  traveller  is  about  to 
plunge  into  the  recesses  of  the  mountains  on  foot.  He  makes  himself 
useful,  not  only  in  pointing  out  the  way,  but  in  acting  as  interpreter  to 
those  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  country,  and  also  in  re- 
lieving the  traveller  of  the  weight  of  his  knapsack  or  travelling-bag.  As 
a  general  rule  he  may  be  said  to  be  indispensable  in  ascending  very  lofty 
mountains,  in  exploring  glaciers,  and  in  crossing  the  minor  passes  of  the 
Alps,  not  traversed  by  highroads,  but  by  mere  bridle  or  foot  paths,  which, 
being  'rarely  used,  and  in  many  places  not  distinctly  marked,  or  con- 
founded with  innumerable  tracks  of  cattle,  will  often  bewilder  the  inex- 
perienced traveller  not  acquainted  with  the  mountains.  Nevertheless, 
travellers  having  a  good  knowledge  of  German,  in  addition  to  some  expe- 
rience of  mountain  journeys,  and  provided  with  Keller's  map,  may  cross 
some  of  these  passes  alone  with  impimity  ;  but  there  are  others,  such  as 
the  Bonhomme,  Col  de  Ferret,  Mont  Cervin,  Monte  Moro,  Ramin,  &c., 
which  no  one  would  be  justified  in  attempting  without  a  guide.  When 
snow  is  threatening  to  fall,  or  after  a  snow-storm  has  covered  the  path 
and  obliterated  the  footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  a  guide  may  be 
required  in  situations  where,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  presence 
might  be  dispensed  with. 

Guides  hy  jprofession  are  to  be  met  with  in  most  parts  of  Switzerland ; 
those  of  Chamouni  (in  Savoy)  are  deservedly  renowned,  being  regularly 
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bred  to  their  profession,  although  no  longer  examined  as  to  character 
and  fitness  before  they  are  admitted  into  the  fraternity,  nor  enrolled  as 
formerly  under  the  control  of  a  syndic  appointed  by  the  Sardinian  Go- 
vernment. (Rte.  115.)  In  Switzerland  guides  abound  at  Interlachen 
and  Thun,  Lucerne,  and  all  the  other  starting-points  from  which  pedestrian 
excursions  are  begun.  Here,  again,  the  traveller  had  better  trust  to  the 
innkeeper  to  recommend  a  fit  person ;  but  it  is  advisable  not  to  hire  one  for 
a  length  of  time  beforehand.  He  ought  not  to  be  too  far  advanced  in  years. 
The  established  rate  of  hire  is  6  F.  francs  a-day ;  but,  in  addition  to 
this,  there  will  be  a  claim  for  money  to  return,  if  dismissed  at  a  distance 
from  home,  unless  the  employer  find  him  a  fresh  master  to  take  back. 
For  this  sum  the  guide  provides  for  himself,  and  is  expected  to  discharge 
all  the  duties  of  a  domestic  towards  his  employer. 

For  the  most  part,  the  guides  may  be  said  to  be  obliging,  intelligent, 
and  hard-working  men.  Few  who  have  employed  them  cannot  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  tact,  in  moments  of  danger — in 
the  difficult  pass,  in  the  midst  of  the  snow-storm,  or  among  the  gaping 
clefts  of  the  glaciers.  It  is  in  such  situations  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
mountains,  their  experience  of  the  weather,  their  strong  aim  and  steady 
foot,  are  fully  appreciated.  The  traveller  should  always  follow  the  guide 
in  crossing  glaciers,  and,  in  going  over  tracts  covered  with  snow,  should 
allow  him  to  choose  what  his  experience  teaches  to  be  the  safest  path.  In 
dangerous  situations  the  guide  advances  a-head,  with  cautious  step, 
sounding  with  his  pole  beforehand  as  in  a  sea  beset  with  shoals. 

A  little  civility  and  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  employer — the  offer  of 
a  cigar  from  the  traveller's  own  case,  or  a  glass  of  brandy  from  his  private 
flask — will  rarely  be  thrown  away  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce assiduity  and  communicativeness  on  the  part  of  the  guide.  Many  of 
them  are  fine  and  athletic  men,  and  to  carry  for  8  or  10  hours  a-day,  and 
for  a  distance  of  25  or  30  m.,  a  load  of  30  or  40  lbs.  weight  is  made  light 
of  by  them. 

Some  travellers  content  themselves  with  Keller's  excellent  map  to  guide 
them,  and  employ  a  mere  porter  to  carry  their  baggage  for  them.  Such  a 
man  is  paid  less  than  the  professional  guides ;  3  or  4  fr.  a-day  will  suffice 
for  them ;  others  are  satisfied  with  taking  a  guide  only  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains, from  one  valley  into  another,  where,  as  before  observed,  they  are 
really  indispensable.  Those  who  travel  in  chars  or  on  hotseback  will  find 
that  the  driver,  or  the  man  who  accompanies  the  horse,  will  iisually  serve  as 
a  guide,  and  render  unnecessary  the  employment  of  any  other  person  in  that 
capacity.  The  men  who  go  with  the  horses  to  bring  them  back  expect  a 
bonnemain.  At  Chamouni,  however,  the  guides  must  be  hired  distinct 
from  the  mules.  Let  it  be  observed  that,  when  the  travelling  party  in- 
cludes ladies,  a  guide  is  required  to  attend  on  each,  during  a  mountain 
excursion,  to  lead  down  the  horses,  where  the  path  is  steep,  and  to  lend 
their  arms  to  the  fair  travellers,  when  the  exigences  of  the  case  require 
them  to  dismount  and  proceed  on  foot. 

Even  the  aged  or  invalid  female  is  by  no  means  debaiTed  the  pleasure 
of  taking  a  part  in  difficult  mountain  expeditions.  Those  who  are  too 
infirm  either  to  walk  or  rid^,  may  be  carried  over  the  mountains  in  a 
**cAaMe-a-:porfewr8"  (Germ.  Tragsessel,  Ital.  Portantina),  which  is  nothing 
more  than  a  chair,  carried  in  the  manner  of  a  sedan,  upon  poles,  by  two 
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bearers ;  two  extra  bearers  must  be  taken  to  relieve  in  turn,  and  every  man 
expects  6  fr.  per  diem,  and  3  fr.  return-money  for  the  days  required  to 
reach  home, 

§  10.   H0BSE8  AND  MULES. 

Previous  to  1800,  or  even  later,  until  Napoleon  commenced  the  magnifi- 
cent carriage-roads  over  the  Alps,  which  will  assist  in  immortalising  his 
name,  the  only  mode  of  conveying  either  passengers  or  goods  across  them 
was  on  the  back  of  horses  or  mules.  Even  now,  upon  all  the  minor  passes, 
almost  the  entire  traffic  is  carried  on  by  means  of  them.  In  other  instances, 
where  the  beauties  of  scenery  attract  an  influx  of  strangers,  mules  are  kept 
for  their  conveyance,  even  where  they  are  not  required  for  the  transport  of 
merchandise. 

The  customary  hire  of  a  horse  or  mule  throughout  Switzerland,  gene- 
rally fixed  by  a  printed  tarifif,  amounts  to  9  fr.  a-day,  including  the  man 
who  takes  care  of  it ;  at  Chamouni  it  is  6  fr.,  but  there  a  guide  must  also 
be  taken.  Back-fare  must  be  paid  if  the  animals  are  dismissed  at  a  distance 
from  home,  and  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day  that  they  cannot  return  be- 
fore night. 

The  ponies  that  are  used  in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  on  the  Rigi,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Switzerland,  are  clever  animals,  that  will  carry  you  up  and 
down  ascents  perfectly  impracticable  to  horses  unused  to  the  mountains  ; 
but  they  are  far  distanced  by  the  mules  of  Chamouni  and  other  parts  of 
Savoy.  Their  sagacity,  strength,  and  sureness  of  foot  are  really  wonder- 
ful. The  paths  which  they  ascend  or  descend  with  ease  are  steeper  than 
any  staircase,  sometimes  with  ledges  of  rock,  2  or  3  ft.  high,  instead  of 
steps.  Sometimes  they  are  covered  with  broken  fragments,  between  which 
the  beasts  must  pick  their  way,  at  the  risk  of  breaking  their  legs ;  at  others 
they  traverse  a  narrow  ledge  of  the  mountain,  with  an  abyss  on  one  side 
and  a  wall  of  rock  on  the  other ;  and  here  the  mule  invariably  walks  on 
the  very  verge  of  the  precipice — a  habit  derived  from  the  animaPs  being 
accustomed  to  carry  large  packages  of  merchandise,  which,  if  allowed  to 
strike  against  the  rock  on  one  side,  would  destroy  the  mule's  balance,  and 
jostle  him  overboard.  ]n  such  dangerous  passes  the  caution  of  the  animal 
is  very  remarkable  ;  he  needs  no  rein  to  guide  him,  but  will  pick  his  own 
way,  and  find  out  the  best  path  far  better  than  his  rider  can  direct  him  ; 
and,  in  such  circumstances,  it  is  safer  to  let  the  reins  hang  loose,  and  trust 
entirely  to  his  sagacity,  than  to  perplex  him  by  checking  him  with  the 
curb,  at  a  moment  when,  by  confusing  the  animal,  there  will  be  risk  of  his 
losing  his  footing,  and  perhaps  tumbling  headlong. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  patient  animal,  on  reaching  dangerous 
ground,  smelling  with  his  nose  down  like  a  dog,  and  trying  the  surface 
with  his  foot,  before  he  will  advance  a  step,  as  the  poet  has  accurately 
described  him : — 

**  Shunning  the  loose  stone  on  the  precipice — 
Snorting  suspicion— while  with  sight,  smell,  touch, 
Trying,  detecting,  where  the  surface  smiled  ; 
And  with  deliberate  courage,  sliding  down, 
Where,  in  his  sledge,  the  Laplander  hath  tum'd 
With  looks  aghast/'— iJogiers. 
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§  11.    SWISS  INKS. 

Switzerland  is  well  provided  with  inns ;  and  those  of  the  large  towns, 
such  as  the  Three  Crowns,  at  Vevay ;  the  Baur,  at  Ziirich ;  Gibbon,  at 
Lausanne  ;  Schweizer  Hof,  at  Lnceme ;  the  Ecu  and  Couronne,  at  Geneva; 
the  Bellevue,  at  Thun ;  the  Three  Kings,  at  Basle — ^yield,  in  extent  and  good 
management,  to  no  hotels  in  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Germany.  The  great 
annual  influx  of  strangers  into  the  country  is  of  the  same  importance  to 
Hwitzerland  that  some  additional  branch  of  industry  or  commerce  would  be, 
and  renders  the  profession  of  host  most  lucrative.  Many  of  the  Swiss 
innkeepers  are  very  wealthy ;  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  an  individual  in 
this  capacity  who  is  magistrate,  and  it  constantly  happens  that  they  are 
persons  of  such  influence  in  their  canton  or  commune  that  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  redress  against  them  for  an  injury  or  act  of  insolence,  owing  either 
to  the  interest  they  possess  with  the  courts,  or  to  their  being  absolutely 
themselves  the  justices. 

The  approach  to  one  of  the  first-rate  hotels  in  the  large  towns,  in  the 
height  of  summer,  exhibits  i*ather  a  characteristic  spectacle.  The  street 
before  it  is  usually  filled  with  several  rows  of  vehicles  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
dirty  and  rickety  caleche  of  the  German  voiturier,  to  the  neat  chariot  of 
the  English  peer,  and  the  less  elegant,  but  equally  imposing,  equipage  of 
the  Eussian  prince.  Before  the  doorway  is  invariably  grouped  a  crowd  of 
loitering  servants  and  couriers,  of  all  nations  and  languages,  and  two  or 
three  knots  of  postilions  and  coachmen  on  the  look-out  for  employment. 
During  the  height  of  the  season,  should  the  traveller  arrive  late  in  the 
evening,  the  chances  are  against  his  being  admitted,  unless  he  have  sent 
or  written  beforehand  to  secure  rooms.  This  object  may  sometimes  be 
efiected  by  means  of  a  fee  to  a  courier  of  another  party  about  to  set  out  at 
an  earlier  hour. 

Couriers,  voituriers,  guides,  and  boatmen  are  apt  sometimes  to  sell  their 
employers  to  the  innkeepers  for  a  gratuity,  so  that  travellers  should  not 
always  implicitly  follow  the  recommendations  of  such  persons  regarding 
inns ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  list  of  inns,  drawn  up  with  much  care,  and 
given  in  this  book,  will  render  the  traveller  in  future  more  independent  of 
their  recommendations.  The  innkeepers  hitherto  have  been  very  much  at 
the  mercy  of  this  class  of  persons,  who  invariably  fare  sumptuously  and 
certainly  not  at  their  own  expense.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  attendance  which  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the  master  is  showered  upon 
his  menials.  Whenever  a  new  inn  is  started,  it  is  almost  invariably  by 
the  lavish  distribution  of  high  gratuities  to  coachmen,  couriers  and  the 
like,  and  by  pampering  them  with  the  best  fare,  that  the  landlord  endea- 
vours to  fill  his  house,  to  the  prejudice  both  of  the  comfort  and  the  purse  of 
their  masters.  With  few  exceptions,  therefore  (which  are  specified  in  the 
following  pages),  the  writer  has  generally  found  himself  best  off  in  the  old 
established  houses. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  wants,  tastes,  and  habits 
of  the  English  are  more  carefully  and  successfully  studied  in  the  Swiss 
inns  than  even  in  those  of  Germany.  At  meet  of  the  large  inns,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  1  o'clock,  dinner,  there  is  a  late  table-^^hSte  dinner  at  4  or  5 
o'clock,  expressly  for  the  English;  and  the  luxury  of  tea  may  always.be 
had  toleraWy  good.    Several  wealthy  innkeepers  have  even  gone  so  far  as 
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to  build  English  chapels  for  their  guests,  as  an  inducement  to  English 
travellers  to  pass  the  Sunday  with  them.  Cleanliness  is  to  be  met  with 
almost  everywhere,  until  you  reach  the  S.  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  the 
approach  to  Italy.  In  canton  Bern,  in  particular,  the  inns,  even  in  the 
small  and  remote  villages,  are  patterns  of  neatness,  such  as  even  fastidious 
travellers  may  be  contented  with.  Still  in  many  instances,  even  in  first- 
class  inns,  the  houses  are  deficient  in  proper  drainage  and  want  of  ventila- 
tion, and  the  passages  and  staircases  are  unwholesome  and  offensive  from 
bad  smells.  Care  should  be  taken  to  impress  on  the  landlords  how  dis- 
gusting and  intolerable  to  English  ideas  such  a  nuisance  is.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  it ;  as  it  may  be  easily  corrected.  The  hotels  of  the  Trois  Bois 
at  Basle,  Ecu  at  Geneva,  and  the  Trois  Couronnes  at  Vevay,  are  creditable 
exceptions,  free  from  this  reproach  of  filthiness  and  bad  odours. 

THE  SWISS  CONFEDEBATION  OF  INNEJSEPEB9. 

A  convention,  which  may  properly  be  termed  "a  combination  for  extort- 
ing the  largest  possible  sum  of  VMmeyfrom  travefJUrs^^  yj^i&  made  in  1843  by 
some  Swiss  innkeepers,  professedly  for  the  benefit  of  travellers,  but  prac- 
tically for  their  own.  It  is  a  tariff,  or  "  prix  courant,"  of  uniform  charges, 
in  which  such  items  as  a  footbath,  a  night-lamp,  &c.,  are  charged  separately, 
and  a  uniform  rate  of  a  franc  a-head  per  night  for  the  service  of  the  hotel  is 
added  to  the  bill.  To  this  there  can  be  no  reasonable  ground  of  objection 
in  large  and  expensive  inns,  admirably  served  by  a  numerous  corps  of 
domestics,  such  as  the  Baur  at  Ziirich,  the  Bellevue  at  Thun,  and  the 
Bergues  at  Geneva  (three  of  the  associated  hotels)  :  but  the  traveller  finds 
real  ground  of  surprise  and  complaint  when  he  discovers  that  the  Procrus- 
tean measure  of  the  "  prix  courant "  is  extended  to  every  third  and  fourth- 
rate  hotel  whose  owner  chooses  to  join  the  association,  and  that  at  Bulle^ 
TavanneSf  and  Orsieres  he  is  to  be  forced  to  pay  exactly  as  in  the  first-class 
inns  already  mentioned,  "  e.  g.y  to  be  charged  2  fr,  for  a  bad  breakfast,  in  a 
bedroom,  where  the  Salle  is  unbearable."  So  preposterous  an  arrangement 
for  the  "  sake  of  uniformity  "  is  universally  complained  of  both  by  English 
and  foreign  travellers,  who  see  in  it  only  an  attempt  of  the  inferior  Swiss 
innkeepers  to  tyrannise  over  the  traveller,  who  already  thought  himself 
taxed  sufficiently — a  purpose  thinly  veiled  in  the  very  unmeaning  pro- 
gramme of  the  ends  and  objects  of  the  association,  which  is  suspended  in 
bad  French  and  worse  English  from  the  walls  of  the  hotels.  The  inn- 
keepers of  Geneva  and  Lausanne  have,  with  one  exception,  refused  to 
countenance  the  scheme.  The  only  mode  by  which  English  travellers  can 
repress  this  injustice  is  in  every  case  by  preferring  hotels  which  have  not 
joined  the  association  ;  but  several  of  its  members  have  already  withdrawn 
from  it.  A  charge  which  may  be  very  just  in  a  large  town  becomes  pre- 
posterous in  a  small  village,  where  the  price  of  provisions  is  one-third  or 
one-half  less,  and  there  is  no  equality  of  accommodations. 

List  of  Charges  of  the  League  of  Swiss  Innkeepers, 

Fr.fr.    c. 
Tea  or  conee,  morning  or  evening,  with  bread,  butter,  and  honey 

(eg^  and  meat  charged  separately)  ,         •         ,         ,         ,       1     50 

Ditto  in  private,  each  person  charged  extra  •         •         •         .       0    50 

.Dejeuner  h.  la  fourchette  (table  d'hote)        - .         •         •         •         •       2    50 
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Table  d'hote  at  1,  with  vin  ordinaire    ......       3 

Ditto  ditto,  at  5 

Dinner  in  private  (commande  a  Tavance  dans  la  salle  a  manger)     • 
Servants,  dinner  or  supper,  1  fr.  50  c. ;  breakfast  or  tea,  1  fr. 

Bougie 

Demi-bougie 

Lampe  de  nuit 

Bain  de  pied,  chaud  ou  froid        ••••... 

Washing  a  carriage,  3  to  4  fr. 

Greasing  ditto,  1  to  1  fr.  50  c. 

Servants  (service  de  Thotel),  par  jour  par  personne 

From  large  families,  who  make  some  stay,  so  much  is  not  expected. 

List  of  Swiss  Inns  wJkOse  keepers  joined  the  League. 


Ft.  ft,  r. 


3 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

a 

50 

0 

50 

0 

50 

Aarau,  Pont  Neuf^  Sauvage. 

Aarburg,  Couronne. 

Altorf,  La  Clef. 

Art,  Aigle. 

Baden,  Lion  d'Or,  Balance. 

Bale,  Trois  Kois,  Cigogne,  Sauvage, 

Couronne. 
Beresol,  H.  du  Simplon. 
Berne,  Faucon,  Couronne, 
Bex. 

Brieg,  Trois  Couronnes,  Poste. 
Bulle,  H.  de  Ville,  Cheval  Blanc 
Coire,  Croix  Blanche. 
Eglisau,  Lion  d'Or. 
Freiburg,  H.  de   Zaehringe,  H.  des 

Merciers. 
Frick,  Ange  d'Or. 
Geneva,  iE^rgues. 
Hospental,  Muller. 
Interlachen,    Belvedere,    Casino,   H. 

d'Literlachen. 
Lenzbur^,  Lion  Blanc, 
liiddes,  1  Union. 
liOdche  (Leuk),  H.  de  Frtoce,  Belle- 

Yue,  H.  des  Alpes,  Maison  Blanche. 


Lucerne,  Cigne,  Balances,  Cheval 
Blanc. 

Martigny,  Cigne,  Tour,  Poste. 

Meyringen,  B«ichenbach  Bains. 

Neuchatel,  Faucon,  Alpes. 

Orsieres,  H.  des  Alpes,  H.,  St..  Ber- 
nard. 

Ragatz,  Hof. 

Rigi,  Culm. 

Eorschach,  Couronne. 

Schaffhausen,  H.  Weber,  Cburonne; 

Sion,  Croix  Blanche,  Lion  d'Or. 

Soleure,  Couronne. 

Stein,  Aigle. 

St.  GaUen,  Brochet. 

St.  Maurice,  TUnion.. 

Tavannes,  Couronne^ 

Thun,  Bellevue,  Freihof. 

Tourtemagne,  Soleil,  Poste,  Lion 
d'Or. 

Wadensweil,  Couronne. 

Zofingen,  Cheval  Blanc. 

Zug,  Cerf. 

Ztirich,  H.  Baur,  Couronne,  du  Lac, 
Bellevue,  Epee. 


The  practice,  now  becoming  general,  of  the  waiter  rushing  into  your 
room  before  you  and  lighting  the  twzx  candles  without  consulting  you, 
should  be  resisted.  If  a  traveller  proposes  sitting  up  some  hours,  he 
may  not  object  to  this ;  but  it  is  very  different  when,  at  10  or  11  o'clock, 
you  retire  to  bed,  to  sleep,  and  the  infliction  of  a  charge  for  wax  candles^ 
under  such  circumstances,  can  be  looked  on  only  as  an  imposition. 

"  It  is  intolerable  to  be  forced  to  pay  2  fr.  for  burning  2  stearine  candles 
for  an  hour,  and  they  deliberately  light  half-bumed  ones,  as  if  the  tra- 
veller were  not  at  least  entitled  to  entire  candles." — G.  C. 

The  following  list  of  usfoaL  Charges  will  serve  to  guide  travellers,  and 
may  protect  them  from  extortion  and  imposition  on  the  part  of  those 
innkeepers  or  couriers  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  them. 
Couriers  have  hitherto  been  too  often  in  the  habit  of  expecting  a  per- 
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centage  on  the  innkeeper's  bills,  besides  being  lodged  and  fed  gratis,, 
that  is  to  say,  at  their  master's  expense,  who  of  course,  in  the  end,  must 
pay  for  these  perquisites.  By  promulgating  a  statement  of  fair  prices, 
the  Editor  is  assured  by  correspondents,  that  he  has  contributed  to  put 
down  this  very  imjustifiable  practice  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  couriers, 
while  it  deprives  the  landlord  of  all  excuse  for  adding  to  his  proper  charges. 
It  will  render  the  innkeeper  independent  of  these  gentry,  instead  of  being 
liable  to  malicious  slanders,  calculated  to  injure  or  ruin  his  house,  in  case 
he  offend  them  by  opposing  their  imjust  exactions. 

The  usual  Charges  are,  for  dinner  at  the  early  table-dTidte — 3  Fr.  fr. 
«» 20  batz.     Later  ditto,  4  Fr.  fr. 

Dinner,  in  private,  6  fr.  per  head  for  1  or  2  persons,  at  the  more  expen- 
sive inns ;  and  from  3  to  4  fr.  per  head  for  a  party  at  smaller  inns. 
'    Beds,  li  to  2  fr.  =  10  to  13  batz. 

Breakfast  or  tea,  1^  fr.,  with  honey  and  bread  and  butter ;  1^  to  2  fr. 
=»  10  to  14  batz,  with  eggs  or  cold  meat. 

To  this  is  added,  in  most  of  the  larger  inns,  a  charge  of  1  fr.  for  a  wax 
candle,  to  swell  the  bill ;  but  this  ought  always  to  be  resisted  unless  the 
guest  prefers  wax  candles  to  tallow. 

The  charges  for  Booms  vary  according  to  their  situation  on  the  lower 
floors,  and  the  views  they  oonunand ;  but  the  best  suite  of  apartments,  in 
first-rate  inns,  ought  not  to  exceed  4  fr.  a-day  for  a  sitting-room  or 
salon,  and  3  fr.  for  each  bed.  The  SaUes-h-Tnanger  in  the  larger  Swiss 
inns  are  handsome,  clean,  and  airy  apartments.  Smoking  is  not  allowed 
in  them,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and  of  a  higher  charge  being  made 
for  meals  in  private  rooms,  many  more  persons  take  breakfast,  tea,  and 
supper  than  in  the  German  inns,  and  the  society  is  more  select,  and  may 
be  enjoyed  in  comfort. 

A  party  of  3  or  4  persons  staying  a  week  or  more,  even  in  a  first-rate 
hotel,  ought  not  to  pay  more  than  8  fr.  each,  board  and  lodging,  including 
servants,  per  diem.  English  travellers  halting  at  an  Inn  about  mid-day 
to  rest  their  horses,  if  there  be  no  table-d'hdte  at  12  or  1,  should  order  a 
d^jeiiner  a  la  fourohette  (gabel  frUhstuck)  for  which  they  will  be  charged 
14  or  2  fr.  per  head.  If  they  order  dinner^  they  will  be  charged  3  or  4  fr. 
for  the  very  same  food. 

Hire  of  a  oarriage,  with  2  horses,  per  diem,  18  fr.  Ditto,  for  half  a 
day,  10  fr.  Washing  a  carriage  and  greasing  the  wheels,  3  to  5  fr.,  ac- 
cording to  its  size. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  two  sets  of  charges  are  generally,  and  often 
most  unfairly,  made — one  for  natives,  or  Germans,  and  another  for  the 
English ;  on  the  principle  that  the  latter  have  both  longer  purses  and 
more  numerous  wants,  and  are  more  difficult  to  serve. 

The  servants  are  remunerated  nearly  as  in  Germany ;  1  fr.  a-day  is 
ample  from  each  person  for  the  whole  household,  including  the  cleaning 
of  clothes,  boots  and  shoes. 

It  is  often  remarked  by  the  English  that  the  Germans  pay  very  little  to 
the  servants  at  inns ;  but  they  should  bear  in  mind  how  much  less  trouble 
the  Germans  give,  and  how  slight  the  attendance  which  they  require, 
generally  speaking. 

French  is  almost  invariably  spoken  at  the  inns,  even  in  the  German 
cantons,  except  in  remote  parts,  as  in  the  side  valleys  of  the  Grisons, : 
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Nevertheless,  the  German  language  is  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
traveller. 

Swiss  inns  have,  in  general,  the  reputation  of  being  expensive,  and  the 
innkeepers  of  being  extortionate.  A  recent  journey  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  has  scarcely  aflforded  an  instance  of  either  ;  but,  where 
such  cases  have  occurred,  notice  has  been  taken  of  them  in  the  following 
pages.  At  minor  and  remote  inns,  manoeuvres  are  sometimes  resorted  to  . 
for  the  purpose  of  detaining  the  guests. 

Among  the  mountains,  the  traveller  may  obtain,  in  perfection,  the 
small  alpine  Trout,  which  are  of  great  excellence ;  sometimes,  also, 
chamois  venison,  which,  by  the  way,  is  far  inferior  to  park  venison ; 
wild  strawberries  are  very  abundant,  and,  with  a  copious  admixture  of 
delicious  cream, — ^the  staple  commodity  of  the  Alps, — are  by  no  means 
to  be  despised. 

Those  who  enter  a  Swiss  inn,  tired,  hot,  and  thirsty,  after  a  long  walk 
or  dusty  ride,  may  ask  for  a  bottle  of  "  limonade  gazeuse,"  under  which 
name  they  will  recognise  a  drink,  nearly  resembling  ginger-beer,  but  with 
more  aciddty,  and,  when  good,  very  refreshing.  It  supplies  here  the  place 
of  hock  and  Seltzer-water  on  the  Rhine. 

The  best  Swiss  wines  are  those  of  Neuchatel  and  Vaud  ;  such  as  they 
are  procured  at  inns,  they  merit  no  great  praise.  An  effervescing  sweet 
Sardinian  wine  (vin  d'Asti)  is  common,  and  may  be  resorted  to  for  a 
change. 

Notes  of  Information  which  ought  to  he  hung  up,  hy  Innheepers,  on  the 
Walls  of  every  Coffee-room  for  Travelers. 

^^  Prices  of  aU  Articles  supplied  hy  the  Hotel,  Meals — Table-d'hdte — 
Wines — ^Baths — Carriages,  &c. 

"  Public  Conveyances.  Mails — their  Time  of  Starting — ^Price  to  various 
places— Time  of  Arrival —Diligences,  ditto — Steam-boats,  ditto— Other 
Boats,  ditto — Printed  Papers  of  Steam-packets  to  England  and  down  the 
Rhine — Fiacres. 

"  There  ought  to  be  hung  up  on  the  walls  a  Map  of  the  town,  if  there 
is  one — Map  of  the  adjacent  country — ^Map  of  the  kingdom.  A  Directory 
of  the  town,  if  published,  should  always  be  kept  in  the  coflfee-room. 

"  Distinct  compartments  on  the  walls  should  be  secured  for  different 
advertisements,  affiches,  &o.  In  large  cities,  lists  of  theatres  and  operas. 
J^ery  hotel  ought  to  have  in  the  hall,  or  where  the  keys  are  kept,  a  large 
board  with  the  ntmibers  of  each  apartment,  and  a  space  opposite  in  which 
the  name  of  the  occupier  is  written.  The  best  hotels  have  this,  and  it  is  a 
very  great  convenience  to  enable  travellers  to  discover  their  friends.  A 
book  is  of  little  use,  because  it  is  never  kept  up  to  the  time. 

"  If  the  card  of  the  hotel  has  printed  on  its  reverse  a  small  map  of  the 
town,  with  a  dark  spot  for  the  hotel,  it  is  extremely  useful. 

"  Several  hotels,  on  the  Rhine  and  elsewhere,  have  charged  a  single 
traveller  (who  supped  in  the  coffee-room  and  slept  one  night)  a  franc  for 
wax  candles.  This  is  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  he  have  a  private  sitting- 
room.  I  have  never  paid  it,  finding  it  immediately  withdrawn  on  remon- 
strance. If  travellers  will  not  remonstrate,  they  will  be  compelled  to  pay 
it  on  the  plea  of  custom. 

"  It  is  the  interest  of  every  hotel-keeper  to  supply  his  guests  with 
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information  relative  to  the  modes  of  leaving  him  :  this  renders  their  return 
more  probable.*' — O.  B,*  . 

§  12. — DIRECTIONS    FOR    TRAVELLERS,    AND    REQUISITES    FOR  A  JOURKEY 
IN  SWITZERLAND— GUIDES. 

The  best  season  for  travelling  among  the  Alps  is  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September,  in  which  may,  perhaps,  be  included  the  last  half 
of  June.  The  higher  Alpine  passes  are  scarcely  clear  of  snow  before  the 
second  week  of  June ;  and  before  the  middle  of  October,  snow  almost 
invariably  falls  on  the  high  Alps :  and  though  the  weather  is  often  still 
serene,  the  nights  draw  in  so  fast  as  to  curtail,  inconveniently,  the  day's 
journey.  During  the  long  days,  one  may  get  over  a  great  deal  of  ground. 
The  judicious  traveller  will  economise  the  daylight  by  rising,  and  setting 
forth  as  soon  after  sunrise  as  possible.  In  September  the  days  are  hot 
(not  too  hot  for  hard  walking),  the  nights  cold.  The  glaciers  at  that 
season  begin  to  open  their  crevasses  very  widely,  and  if  snow  should  fall  it 
is  apt  to  conceal  their  extent,  to  the  danger  of  those  traversing  them. 

The  average  daily  expense  of  living  at  the  best  inns  in  Switzerland  will- 
vary  between  8  Fr.  fr.  and  10  fr.  a-day,  excluding  all  charge  for  convey- 
ances, horses,  and  guides.  The  pedestrian  who,  with  Keller  in  his  pocket, 
can  dispense  with  a  guide,  may  travel  in  the  remoter  valleys  of  Switzer- 
land at  the  rate  of  5  to  7  fr.  a-day,  provided  he  knows  German  and 
French.  The  German  students,  who  understand  the  art  of  travelling 
economically,  always  proceed  in  a  party,  and  usually  send  on  one  of  their 
number  a-head,  to  their  intended  night-quarters,  to  make  terms  with  the 
innkeeper.  There  is  this  advantage  in  travelling  with  a  party,  that  num- 
bers are  more  welcomed  at  an  inn  and  better  attended  to  than  a  solitary 
individual ;  on  the  other  hand,  when  inns  are  full,  few  stand  a  better 
chance  than  many.  All  arrangements  for  the  hire  of  carriages,  horses,  or 
guides,  should  be  concluded  over-night :  he  that  waits  till  the  morning 
will  generally  find  either  the  conveyances  engaged  by  others,  or  the  price 
demanded  for  them  increased,  and,  at  all  events,  his  departure  delayed, 

Saussure  recommends  those  who  are  inexperienced  in  Alpine  travelling 
to  accustom  themselves  for  some  time  before  they  set  out  to  look  down 
from  heights  and  over  precipices,  so  that,  when  they  really  enter  upon  a 
dangerous  path,  the  eye  may  be  familiarised  with  the  depths  of  the  abyss 
and  the  aspect  of  danger,  and  the  head  relieved  from  the  vertigo  which 
the  sudden  sight  of  a  precipice  is  otherwise  apt  to  produce. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  the  caution  against  "  drinking  cold 
water  "  or  cold  milk,  when  heated ;  but  the  guides,  and  natives  accus- 
tomed to  mountain  travelling,  never  drink  before  resting ;  exercise  after- 
wards will  render  the  draught  harmless. 

It  is  tiresome  and  unprofitable  in  the  extreme  to  walk  along  a  high 
road  over  a  flat  and  monotonous  country,  where  conveyances  are  to  be 
had,  and  there  is  a  carriage-road  :  here  it  is  best  to  ride  ;  the  cost  of  a  con- 
veyance is  counterbalanced  by  the  economy  of  time. 

•  **  Every  steaiQer  or  other  boat  oueht  to  haye  huns  up  in  it  the  tariff  of  prices.  This  is 
rarely  omitted  (except  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva),  and  when  omitted,  traveUers  always  suppose 
tliey  are  charged  higher  than  the  natives.  Steam-boats  ought  also  to  be  furnished  with 
printed  lists  of  the  time  of  starting  of  mails  and  diligences  from  the  points  at  which  they 
stop.'* 
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In  crossing  one  of  the  minor  passes  of  the  Alps — those  not  traversed 
by  carriage-roads,  but  merely"  by  foot  or  bridle  paths — a  guide  should 
always  be  taken,  as,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valleys,  such  paths  almost 
invariably  disappear,  and  become  confounded  with  the  foot-tracks  of  the 
cattle.  This  rule  should  especially  be  observed  when  the  pass  termi- 
nates in  snow  or  glacier.  It  is  also  advisable  to  eschew  short  cuts,  remem- 
bering the  old  proverb  of  "  the  longest  way  round." 

After  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  season  for  travelling  in  Switzerland 
begins,  little  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  avalanches,  except  immediately 
after  snow-storms,  which  constantly  occur  among  the  high  Alps,  even  in 
the  height  of  summer.  The  precautions  to  be  adopted  in  crossing  spots 
exposed  to  avalanches  are  stated  in  §  18. 

It  is  rash  to  attempt  to  cross  a  glacier  without  a  guide,  and  he  should 
always  be  allowed  to  take  the  lead,  and  the  traveller  follow  his  footsteps. 
The  few  instances  of  fatal  axjcidents  occurring  to  strangers  among  the  Alps 
arise  from  their  either  not  taking  a  guide  with  them,  or  neglecting  to  follow 
his  advice.  In  the  same  way,  in  traversing  Swiss  lakes,  notorious  for  their 
sudden  storms,  implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  on  the  advice  of  the  boat- 
men, and  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  them  to  launch  their  boats 
when  they  foresee  danger. 

Avoid,  sedulously,  stopping  for  the  night  near  the  embouchure  of  a  river, 
where  it  empties  itself  into  a  lake.  The  morasses  and  flat  land,  created 
by  the  deposits  of  the  river,  are  the  hotbeds  of  malaria,  and  inevitably  teem 
with  disease.  To  stop  in  such  situations  for  the  night  will  probably  be 
followed  by  a  fever ;  and  it  is  even  dangerous  to  sleep  in  a  boat  or  can-iage 
in  crossing  such  districts.  Should,  however,  any  accident  compel  the 
traveller  to  take  up  his  night-quarters  in  such  a  spot,  let  him  choose  the 
highest  house  in  the  village,  and  the  uppermost  room  in  the  house  ;  the 
malaria  does  not  rise  above  a  certain  height ;  and  let  him  close  carefully 
the  windows.  It  is^  however,  far  better  to  walk  on  all  night,  should  there 
be  no  other  means  (k  advancing  or  avoiding  a  spot  so  situated,  than  to  run 
the  risk.     Such  morasses  are  most  dangerous  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Signs  of  the  Weather  arrwng  the  Mountains. — When,  in  the  evening,  the 
wind  descends  the  valley,  it  is  usually  a  sign  of  fine  weather ;  the  contrary 
when  it  ascends.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  march  of  the  clouds  at  all 
times  of  the  day. 

When  the  roar  of  the  torrent  and  the  knell  of  the  church-bell  reach  the 
ear,  at  one  time  loud  and  clear,  at  another  indistinct  and  apparently  dis- 
tant, it  is  a  warning  of  rain. 

If,  when  the  clouds  clear  off,  after  several  days  of  rain,  the  mountain- 
tops  appear  white  with  fresh  snow,  steady,  fine  weather  will  almost 
invariably  follow. 

It  is  a  bad  sign  when  the  outline  of  the  distant  mountain-peaks  appears 
particularly  sharp  and  defined — cut  out,  as  it  were,  against  the  horizon. 

To  cure  blistered  Feet. — Rub  the  feet  at  going  to  bed  with  spirits,  mixed 
with  tallow,  dropped  from  a  candle  into  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  on  the 
following  morning  no  blister  will  exist.  The  spirits  seem  to  possess  the 
healing  power,  the  tallow  serving  only  to  keep  the  skin  soft  and  pliant. 
This  is  Captain  Cochrane's  advice,  and  this  remedy  was  used  by  him  on 
his  "  Pedestrian  Tour."  To  prevent  the  feet  blistering,  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
soap  the  inside  of  the  stocking  before  setting  out. 
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At  the  head  of  the  list  of  Requuitesfor  TraveUing  in  Switzerland  may 
properly  be  placed  Keller^s  admiraUe  Bocsd  Map  of  that  country,  which 
indicates,  not  only  every  place  and  every  road,  but  distinguishes  each  kind 
of  road,  whether  carriage,  char,  bridle-road,  or  foot-path  ;  marking  at  the 
same  time  the  heights  of  the  mountains,  the  depths  of  the  lakes,  the  water- 
falls, points  of  view,  and  other  remarkable  objects.  It  almost  enables  the 
traveller  to  dispense  with  a  guide.  Of  course,  it  cannot  be  faultless,  but  its 
errors  are  remarkably  few. 

Travellers  should  provide  themselves  with  the  Swiss  edition  (the  second) 
of  this  map,  published  by  Keller  himself,  at  Ziirich  :  price  5  or  6  francs. 
Both  the  English  and  French  copies  of  it  are  very  Inferior  both  in  clear- 
ness and  accuracy,  and  worse  than  useless  on  diflBcult  passes. 

The  new  Government  map  (Regierungs  Karte,  Ziirich,  by  Fiissli)  is  the 
best,  but  on  a  large  scale :  only  three  sheets,  Geneva  and  Yaud,  have 
appeared.  Rudolph  Gross's  map  in  2  sheets,  published  by  Beyel,  Ziirich, 
1851,  printed  in  colours,  is  accurate,  neatly  engraved,  and  portable. 

Requisites  for  Travelling, — The  following  hints  are  principally  addressed 
to  those  who  intend  to  make  pedestrian  journeys. 

"  To  travel  on  foot  is  the  best  mode  of  seeing  Switzerland ;  and  it  saves 
a  world  of  trouble  to  have  no  other  baggage  than  a  knapsack,  containing  a 
change  of  linen,  with  a  light  great  coat  or  cloak,  the  weight  of  which  need 
not  exceed  14  or  16  lbs."— J.  P.  0. 

The  shoes  ought  to  be  double-soled,  provided  with  hob-nails,  such  as  are 
worn  in  shooting  in  England,  and  without  iron  heels,  which  are  dangerous, 
and  liable  to  slip  in  walking  over  rocks  ;  three  rows  of  nails  are  better  : 
the  weight  of  a  shoe  of  this  kind  is  counterbalanced  by  the  effectual  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  feet  against  sharp  rocks  and  loose  stones,  which  cause 
contusions,  and  are  a  great  source  of  fatigue  and  pain ;  they  should  be  so 
large  as  not  to  pinch  any  part  of  the  foot.  The  experienced  pedestrian  never 
commences  a  journey  with  new  shoes,  but  with  a  pair  that  have  already 
conformed  to  the  shape  of  the  feet.  Cotton  stockings  cut  the  feet  to  pieces 
on  a  long  walk ;  in  their  place,  thick  knit  worsted  socks,  or  cotton  stockings 
with  worsted  feet,  ought  invariably  to  be  worn.  Gaiters  are  useful  in  wet 
weather  to  keep  the  socks  clean  ;  at  other  times  to  prevent  small  stones 
from  falling  into  the  shoes,  but  they  are  liable  to  heat  the  ankles.  It  is 
advisable  to  travel  in  cloth  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  A  frock 
coat  is  better  than  a  shooting  jacket,  which,  though  well  enough  in  remote 
places,  is  strange  and  may  attract  notice  in  the  streets  of  a  foreign  town. 

A  very  serviceable  article  in  a  traveller's  wardrobe  is  a  Bloitse  (Battel 
in  German),  somewhat  resembling  a  ploughman's  wfMck  frock  in  England, 
but  by  no  means  confined  to  the  lower  orders  abroad,  as  it  is  a  common 
travelling  costume  of  nobles,  gentles,  and  peasants.  It  may  be  worn  either 
over  the  usual  dress,  to  keep  it  clean  and  free  from  dust,  or  it  may  be  sub^ 
stituted  for  the  coat  in  hot  weather.  This  kind  of  garment  may  be  pur- 
chased ready-made  in  any  German  town.  The  best  colour  is  brown  ;  blue 
is  usually  worn  by  agricultural  labourers  only.  A  knapsack  may  be  pur- 
chased at  a  much  cheaper  rate  abroad,  and  on  a  much  better  plan,  than 
those  made  in  England.  Portmanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  any-* 
where  else.  A  waterproof  coat  or  cloak  is  almost  indispensable,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  procure  one  abroad. 
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A  flask,  to  hold  brandy  and  kirschwasser,  is  necessary  on  mountain 
excnrsions :  it  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  spirits  ought  to  be 
resorted  to  less  as  a  restorative  than  as  a  protection  against  cold  and  wet, 
and  to  mix  with  water,  which  ought  never  to  be  drunk  cold  or  unmixed 
during  a  walk.  The  best  restorative  is  tea,  and,  as  there  are  some  parts  of 
the  Continent  in  which  this  luxury  cannot  be  procured  good,  it  is  advisable 
to  take  a  small  quantity  from  England.  Good  tea,  however,  may  be  bought 
in  Holland,  and  in  most  of  the  large  towns  of  Germany. 

Carey,  optician,  181,  Strand,  makes  excellent  pocket  telescopes,  about  4 
inches  long,  combining,  with  a  small  size,  considerable  power  and  an  ex- 
tensive range.  Black  glass  spectacles  are  the  best  protection  for  the  eye* 
against  the  glare  of  the  sun  in  a  southern  climate. 

Lee,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes  many 
requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case. 

A  stout  leather  or  canvas  bag,  to  hold  silver  crown-pieces  and  dollars  ; 
cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  eadi  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it)  ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books  or  small  parcels, 
will  be  found  very  useful. 

Paper,  pen  and  ink,  and  soap,  should  by  all  means  be  deposited  in  the 
knapsack,  being  articles  difficult  to  meet  with  at  every  place. 

The  pedestrian,  in  packing  his  knapsack,  if  he  intend  t©  carry  it  on  his 
own  back,  should  not  allow  its  weight  to  exceed  16  or  20  lbs.,  even  if  he  be 
strong.  The  most  part  of  travellers,  however  zealous  at  first  in  bearing  their 
own  pack,  grow  tired  of  it  after  a  day  or  two„  transferring  it  t©  a  guide,  who, 
if  yoimg  and  stout,  will  carry  with  the  greatest  ease  a  weight  of  35  or  40  lbs. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  jour- 
neys, and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole  of  fir,  about  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end  for  use, 
and  a  chamois  horn  for  show  at  the  other.  The  pedestrian  who  has  once 
tried  it  will  fully  appreciate  its  uses  a&  a  staff  and  leaping-pole,  but  chiefiy 
as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains ;  it  then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a 
third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  ©f  the  w^eight  ©f  the  body  from 
the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in  descending  long  and  steep 
hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  the  chamois-hunters  glide  down  snow-covered  slopes, 
almost  perpendicular,  checkinc  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes 
too  great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper  into  the  snow.  In 
crossing  glaciers,  it  is.  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and 
asqertain  whether  it  be  free  from  crevices  and  able  to  bear  the  weight. 

When  about  to  ascend  great  heights,  where  the  sun's  rays  pour  down 
with  an  intensity  unknown  lower  down,  or  to  traverse  the  glaciers  for  any 
distance,  the  traveller  should  provide  himself  with  a  green  gauze  veil  t© 
cover  his  face,  and  with  coloured  spectacles  to  protect  hi»  eyes  from  the 
glare  of  the  snow,  which  is  very  painful,  and  often  produces  temporary 
blindness.  It  must  be  remembered  that  these  articles  are  not  to  be  pro- 
cured on  the  spot,  and  must  be  procured  beforehand.  Spermaceti  oint- 
ment, cold  cream,  or  some  kind  of  grease,  to  anoint  the  skin  of  the  face,, 
and  prevent  it  from  blistering  and  peeling  off,  should  also  be  taken^ 
Further  requisites  for  such  an  expedition  are — ropes  to  attach  travellers 
and  their  guides  together,  so  that,  in  case  one  fall  or  slip  into  a  crevice,  his 
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descent  may  be  arrested  by  the  others  ;  iron  crampons  for  the  feet — the 
surface  of  the  glacier,  though  soft  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  becomes  hard 
and  very  slippery  as  soon  as  the  sun  begins  to  decline  ;  a  la,^der,  to  cross 
those  crevices  which  are  too  broad  to  leap  over  ;  and  a  hatchet,  to  cut  steps 
or  resting-places  for  the  feet  in  the  ice.  The  alpenstock  should  be  of  ash, 
as  much  of  the  traveller's  security  may  depend  on  its  strength.  (See  also 
DirectioTisfor  Pedestrians  in  Hand-hook  South  Germany,) 

These  preparations  are  quite  unnecessary  for  a  mere  visit  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  glaciers  of  Chamouni  or  Grindelwald,  and  are  required  only 
when  a  journey  over  them  of  many  hours',  or  of  one  or  two  days'  duration, 
is  meditated. 

}  13.  OBJECTS  MOST  DESERVING  OF  NOTICE  IN  SWITZERLAND — THE  COUNTRY 

AND  PEOPLE. 

In  order  to  travel  with  advantage  in  a  country  previously  unknown, 
something  more  seems  necessary  than  a  mere  detail  of  certain  lines  of  road, 
and  an  enumeration  of  towns,  villages,  mountains,  &c.  The  following 
section  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  furnish  such  preliminary  informa- 
tion as  may  enable  the  tourist  to  turn  his  time  to  the  best  account ;  to 
decide  where  to  dwell,  and  where  to  pass  quickly.  The  task  is  difficult : 
let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  for  its  imperfect  execution. 

Switzerland  owes  -the  sublimity  and  diversified  beauty  of  its  scenery, 
which  it  possesses  in  a  greater  degree  perhaps  than  any  other  country  of  the 
globe,  to  the  presence  of  the  Alps — the  loftiest  mountains  of  Europe,  the 
dorsal  ridge  or  backbone,  as  it  were,  of  the  Continent.  These  run  through 
the  land,  and  occupy,  with  their  main  trunk,  or  minor  spurs  and  offsets, 
nearly  its  whole  surface.  They  attain  the  greatest  height  along  the  S. 
and  E.  frontier-line  of  Switzerland,  but  as  they  extend  N.,  subsiding  and 
gradually  opening  out  to  allow  a  passage  to  the  Rhine  and  its  tributaries, 
they  are  met  by  the  minor  chain  of  the  Jura,  which  forms  the  N.W. 
boundary  of  Switzerland.  It  is  from  the  apex  of  this  advanced  guard,  as 
it  were,  of  the  Alps,  or  from  one  of  the  intermediate  outlying  hills,  that 
the  traveller,  on  entering  the  country,  obtains  the  first  view  of  the  great 
central  chain.  From  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
a  landscape  composed  of  undulating  country — woods,  hills,  villages,  lakes, 
and  silvery,  winding  rivers — sufficient  of  itself  to  rivet  the  attention,  he 
will  discover  what,  if  he  has  not  before  enjoyed  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a 
snowy  mountain,  he  will  probably  take  for  a  border  of  fleecy  cloud  floating 
along  the  horizon.  The  eye,  unaccustomed  to  objects  of  such  magnitude, 
fails  at  first  to  convey  to  the  mind  the  notion,  that  these  clearly  defined 
white  masses  are  mountains  60  or  70  m.  ofi".  Distance  and  the  intervening 
atmosphere  have  no  efiect  in  diminishing  the  intense  white  of  the  snow ; 
it  glitters  as  pure  and  unsullied  as  if  it  had  just  fallen  close  at  hand. 

There  are  many  points  of  view  whence  the  semicircular  array  of  Alpine 
peaks,  presented  at  once  to  the  eye,  extends  for  more  than  120  m.,  from 
the  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Titlis,  and  comprises  between  200  and  300  distinct 
summits,  capped  with  snow,  or  bristling  with  bare  rocks,  having  their  in- 
terstices filled  with  perpetual  glaciers  : — 

"  Who  first  beholds  those  everlasting  clouds — 
Those  mighty  hills,  so  shadowy,  so  sublime, 
As  rather  to  belong  to  heaven  than  earth — 
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But  instantly  receives  into  his  soul 

A  sense,  a  feeling,  that  he  loses  not — 

A  something  that  informs  him  'tis  an  hour 

Whence  he  may  date  henceforward  and  for  ever?" — Rogers, 

It  was  such  a  prospect  that  inspired  those  remarkable  lines  of  Byron  : — 
"  Above  me  are  the  Alps, 
The  palaces  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pinnacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps, 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  halls 
Of  cold  sublimity,  where  forms  and  falls 
The  Avalanche — the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals. 
Gather  around  the  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  soar  to  heaven,  yet  leave  vain  man  below." 

List  of  Heights  commanding  such  Alpine  panoramas :  — 

The  Ddle,  above  St.  Cergues,  on  the  road  from  Dijon  to  Geneva ; 

The  Chaumont,  above  NeucMtel ; 

The  Weissenstein,  above  Soleure ; 

The  Hauenstein,  on  the  road  from  Basle  to  Soleure  and  Lucerne  ; 

The  Albis,  between  Zurich  and  Zug ; 

Monte  Salvadore,  rising  amid  the  intricacies  of  the  Lago  Lugano  ; 

The  Kamor,  near  Gais,  in  St.  Gall ; 

The  Eigi,  between  the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne  j 

The  Faulhom,  adjoining  the  Bernese  Alps  j 

The  Rothhom,  above  Briena ; 

The  Torrenthorn,  above  Leuk  Baths ; 

Monte  Monterone,  between  Lago  Maggiore  and  Lago  d*Orla ; 

Cramont,  near  Cormayeur,  at  the  head  of  Val  d'Aoste  ; 

The  Rififelberg,  above  Zermatt. 

Of  these  the  Rigi  is  probably  the  finest,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  accessible ;  some  give  the  preference  to  the  Faulhom,  from  its  prox- 
imity to  the  great  chain,  and  the  High  Alps  rising  close  at  hand  are  seen 
from  it  to  great  advantage.  The  passion  for  climbing  mountains,  so  ardent 
in  a  young  traveller,  soon  cools  ;  and  they  who  have  surmounted  the  Rigi, 
the  Faulhom,  or  Rothhom,  and  the  D61e,  may  fairly  consider  any  further 
ascents  a  waste  of  time  and  labour. 

For  a  near  view  of  Alpine  scenery,  amidst  the  recesses  of  the  mountains, 
the  spots  which  afford  a  concentration  of  the  most  grand  and  sublime 
objects  are  the  valleys  of  the  Bernese  Oberland,  those  which  descend  fronl 
Monte  Rosa,  especially  the  valleys  of  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga,  and  those 
around  the  base  of  Mont  Blanc,  including,  of  course,  Chamouni.  It  is  in 
these  three  districts  that  the  combination  of  fine  forms  and  great  elevation 
in  the  mountains — of  vast  extent  of  glaciers  and  snow-fields,  with  the 
accompaniments  of  the  roar  of  the  avalanche  and  the  rush  of  the  falling 
torrent — are  most  remarkable.  Here,  in  particular,  the  glaciers,  the  most 
characteristic  feature  of  this  country,  are  seen  to  greatest  advantage,  not 
only  those  fantastically  fractured  masses  of  iceberg  which  descend  into  the 
low  grounds,  but  those  vast  fields  of  ice  called  Mers  de  Glace.  To  the 
neighbourhoods  of  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa  must  be  given  the  pre- 
ference in  point  of  sublimity  ;  and  the  traveller  will,  for  this  reason,  do 
well  in  reserving  Mont  Blanc,  with  its  attendant  aiguilles  and  circum- 
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ambient  leftgues  of  ice,  for  the  terminati<m  of  bi»  tour,  and  the  crowning 
act  of  his  journey. 

The  Glaciers  of  Monte  Hosa,  near  Zermatt ;  those  of  the  Aar,  near  the 
Grimsel  (which  may  he  comprised  in  the  Bernese  Ohciisnd)  ;  that  of  the 
Bhdne,  near  the  Furca ;  those  of  the  Rhine,  above  Spliigen ;  and  the 
Bemina,  in  the  Engadine,  are  likewise  deserving  of  mention  from  their 
extent.  That  of  Bosenlaui  is  celebrated  for  its  extreme  purity,  and  the 
dark  blue  colour  of  its  chasms.  The  very  best  delmecUions  of  Stviss 
scenery,  glaciers,  parses,  travelling  incidents,  Ac,  are  given  in  the  large 
lithographic  views  of  Mr.  George  Barnard.*  They  combine  in  a  hi^ 
degree  picturesqueness  with  truth.  They  are  far  superior  to  the  views 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Swiss  print-shops. 

IxUees, — Madame  de  Stael  has  somewhere  remarked,  on  the  proximity 
of  lakes  to  mountains,  that  Nature  seems  to  have  placed  them  in  the  midst 
of  her  grandest  scenes,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  order  to  serve  as  mirrors 
to  them,  and  to  multiply  their  enchanting  forms.  Lakes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Switzerland,  and  they  certainly  add  a  principal  chann  to  its 
scenery.  It  is  difficult  to  classify  them  according  to  their  respective  merits, 
as  almost  every  one  has  some  pecuUarit}'  which  characterises  it  and  renders 
it  worthy  of  attention.  The  most  remarkable  are,  the  Lake  of  Lucerne, 
-which  exhibits  in  perfection  savage  grandeur  and  sublimity ;  Wallenstadt, 
Thun,  and  Brienz,  all  thoroughly  Swiss ;  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  or  Ijec 
Leman,  distinguished  for  its  great  extent,  and  for  the  diversified  character 
it  presents,  being  at  one  end  rugged  and  sublime,  at  the  other  soft  and 
smiling  :  it  occupies  an  intermediate  rank  between  the  Swiss  and  Italian 
Lakes.  These  last,  that  is  to  say,  Maggiore,  Lugano,  and  Como,  may  be 
included  in  the  tour  of  Switzerland,  either  from  portions  of  them  being 
actually  situated  within  its  territory,  or  from  their  vicinity  to  it.  Their 
character  is  rather  smiling  than  frowning  ;  they  are  blessed  with  a  southern 
climate,  in  addition  to  their  own  attractions ;  their  thickets  are  groves  of 
orange,  olive,  myrtle,  and  pomegr^ate  ;  and  their  habitations  are  villas  and 
palaces.  Along  with  the  lakes  named  above  must  be  mentioned  the  little 
Lake  of  Orta,  which,  though  situated  in  Piedmont,  lies  so  close  to  the 
Simplon,  and  possesses  such  high  claims  to  notice  from  its  surpassing 
beauty,  that  no  tra^^eller,  approaching  that  comer  of  Switzerland  to  which 
it  is  a  neighbour,  should  omit  to  visit  it. 

The  attempt  to  fix  an  order  of  precedence  for  the  Swiss  Waterfalls  is 
not  likely  to  meet  with  general  approval,  because  much  of  the  interest 
connected  with  them  depends  on  the  seasons  and  the  weather,  as  well  as 
on  the  taste  and  temper  of  the  spectator.  A  fine  waterfall  is,  indeed,  a 
magnificent  spectacle  ;  but  it  will  be  appreciated,  not  merely  by  ite  own 
merits,  but,  to  use  a  mercantile  phrase,  according  to  the  abundance  of  the 
supply.  Now,  in  Switzerland,  waterfalls  are  as  numerous  as  blackberries. 
The  traveller,  after  a  week  or  fortnight's  journey,  is  pestered  by  them, 
and  will  hardly  turn  his  head  aside  to  look  at  a  fall  which,  if  it  were  in 
Great  Britain,  would  make  the  fortune  of  an  English  watering-place,  and 
attract  visitors  half-way  across  our  island  to  behold  it.  The  fact  seems  to 
be  that  there  is  a  certain  monotony  and  similarity  in  all  falls  of  water  ; 
and  after  the  curiosity  has  once  been  satiated  by  the  sight  of  three  or  four, 
it  is  tiresome  to  go  out  of  one's  way  to  visit  another,  unless  it  be  much 

*  Published  by  Maclean,  Haymsilvet,  London. 
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finer,  and  have  a  distinctive  character  from  any  seen  before.    Thus,  then, 
there  is  utility  even  in  an  attempt  to  classify  these  natural  objects. 

1.  The  Fall  of  the  Rhine,  at  Schaffhausen,  deserves  the  first  rank,  from 
the  volume  of  water  ;  but  it  is  rather  a  oatarapt  than  Q*  ca@<3ad^ — it  wants 
height. 

2.  Fall  of  the  Aar,  at  Handek,  combines  a  graceful  shoot  with  great 
elevation  ;  an  aboun^ng  river,  and  a  grand  situation.  It  may  be  said  to 
attain  almost  to  perfection — (Temi  being  a  perfect  waterfall). 

3.  Fall  of  the  Tosa,  in  the  Val  Fprmazza :  remarkable  less  for  its  form 
than  for  the  vast  volume  of  watev,  iDiut  in  this  respect  veiy  fipe  indeed^ 
and  well  worth  a  visit. 

4.  The  Staubbach,  or  Dust  Fall :  a  thread  or  scarf  of  water,  so  thin  that 
it  is  dispersed  into  spray  before  it  reaphes  the  ground ;  beautiful,  however^ 
from  its  height  and  gra()eful  pavings. 

5.  The  Giesbach,  or^  the  lake  qf  Brienz;. 

6.  The  Fall  of  the  Sallenphe,  near  Martigny,  sipmetimen  called  Pi^ser 
vache. 

7.  Reichenbach  Falls,  near  Meyringen. 

8.  The  Fall  of  Pianazzo,  or  of  the  Medessima,  on  the  Spliigen. 

9.  Tourtemagne  Fall,  near  the  Simplon  road, 

10.  Cascades  de4  Pelerins,  Glapier  des  Bp^spns,  Ghamouni. 

Other"  falls,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  not  plaped  (to  use  the  laii* 
guage  of  the  race-course)  ;  though,  in  any  other  countiy  but  Switzerland 
or  Norway,  they  would  deserve  especial  notice. 

The  design  of  this  enumeration  is  to  spare  the  traveller  a  long  walk,  or 
a  day's  journey,  to  see  a  fall,  prqbably  i^fenpr  to  others  which  he  has 
already  seen. 

The  principal  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss  Alpine  Fosses  (see  $  15) 
are  the  Simplon,  the  St.  Gothard,  the  Spliigen,  and  the  Bemardin,  re- 
garding at  once  their  i^ce^ery,  ^d  the  poagpifipent  ^d  skilfully  con- 
structed carriage-roads  whieh  have  been  made  over  them.  Of  passes 
not  traversed  by  carriage-roads,  the  most  striking,  in  point  of  scenery,  are 
those  of  the  Mcmte  Moro  and  Cervin  under  Monte  Rosa,  between  the 
Vallais  and  Piedmont ;  the  Bon-homme  and  La  Selme ;  the  Tete  Noire 
and  Col  de  Balme,  leading  to  Ghamouni ;  the  Griml^l,  Furca,  and  the 
Gries,  branching  off  at  the  head  of  the  valley  pf  thp  Rhftne  ;  the  Gemmi, 
one  of  the  most  singular  of  all  the  passes ;  and  the  Great  St.  Bernard, 
chiefly  visited  on  account  of  its  celebrated  Hospice. 

Alpine  Gorges. — Especially  deserving  pf  nptice  are  ^ome  of  the  avenues 
leading  up  tp  these  passes ;  in  many  instances  mere  crapks  or  fissures, 
cleaving  ike  mountains  to  the  depth  pf  several  thousand  feet. 

None  of  these  defiles  at  all  approach  the  Ravine  of  the  Via  Mala,  one  of 
the  most  sublime  and  terrific  scenes  any  where  among  the  Alps.  The 
gorge  of  the  Schollenen,  on  the  St.  Gothard;  that  of  Gondo,  on  the 
Simplon ;  and  that  extraordinary  glen,  in  whose  depths  the  Baths  of 
Pfeffers  are  sunk*— one  pf  the  most  wonderful  scenes  in  Switzerland — also 
deserve  mention. 

The  most  beautiful  Bwiss  Valleys  are  those  of  Hasli,  near  Meyringen  ; 
the  Simmenthal ;  the  Vale  of  Samen ;  the  Kanderthal ;  the  ValMe  de 
Gruy^res,  and  Ormonds,  or  Pays  d'en  Haut  Romand— all  distinguished 
for  their  quiet  pastoral  character,  and  the  softness  and  luxuriance  of  their 
verdure — "  The  rock-embosomed  lawns,  and  snow-fed  streams,"  spoken  of 
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by  Shelley.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  traveller  in  Switzer- 
land must,  not  suppose  that  beauty  of  scenery  is  confined  to  the  High 
Alps  :  the  Jura,  and  the  intermediate  undulating  country,  which,  though 
still  greatly  elevated  above  the  sea,  may  be  called  the  Lowlands,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  Highlands  of  Switzerland,  abound  in  peculiar  and  unobtrusive 
beauties — ^hills  tufted  with  woods,  among  which  picturesque  masses  of 
bare  rock  project  at  intervals,  slopes  bursting  with  rills,  and  meadows 
which,  by  the  aid  of  copious  irrigation,  yield  three  crops  of  grass  a-year, 
presenting  at  all  seasons  a  carpet  of  the  liveliest  verdure,  and  of  a  texture 
like  velvet,  equal  to  that  of  the  best  kept  English  lawns ; — such  are  the 
beauties  of  these  lowland  scenes.  The  frequent  he^e-rows,  the  gardens 
before  the  cottages,  and  the  neatness  of  the  dwellings — the  irregular, 
winding  roads,  free  from  the  straight  monotony  and  everlasting  avenues 
of  France  and  Germany — remind  one  frequently  of  England.  There  are, 
besides,  among  the  Jura,  many  scenes  of  great  grandeur ;  such  especially 
is  presented  by  the  Val  Moutiers,  or  Miinster  Thai,  between  Basle  and 
Bienne ;  the  pass  of  Klus,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ober-Hauenstein  ;  and  the 
Lac  de  Joux. 

With  regard  to  the  natural  beauties  of  Switzerland,  there  can  be  but 
one  sentiment  of  admiration.  On  the  subject  of  the  moral  condition  of 
the  Swiss,  and  of  their  character  as  a  nation,  there  is  much  greater  variety 
of  opinion,  though  the  larger  portion  of  impartial  witnesses  will  concur 
in  a  low  and  unfavourable  estimate  of  them. 

The  favourable  anticipations  awakened  by  historical  associations  in  the 
mind  of  the  traveller,  as  he  approaches  the  land  of  Tell  and  Winkelried, 
are  wofully  falsified,  for  the  most  part,  on  arriving  upon  the  spot.  If  he 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  political  state  of  the  country,  he  will 
find  a  Government  almost  powerless,  a  confederacy  without  unity,  split 
into  parties  by  dissentient  religious  and  opposing  political  interests,  and 
nearly  every,  canton  either  torn  by  contending  factions,  or  actually  split 
into  two,  and  as  much  dissevered  as  though  it  consisted  of  two  separate 
states.  Patriots  are  scarce  in  the  land  of  Tell ;  and  that  combination  of 
petty  republics  which,  while  firmly  united,  not  only  withstood  the  shocks 
of  foreign  invasion,  Secure  in  its  mountain-fastnesses,  but  shattered  and 
annihilated  the  apparently  overwhelming  armaments  of  Austria  and  Bur^ 
gundy,  not  in  i^ne  battle,  but  on  almost  every  occasion  when  opposed  to 
them,  must  now  submit  to  be  propped  up  by  its  neighbours  ;  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  must  endure  and  stomach  the  diplomatic  insults 
which  are  constantly  heaped  upon  it. 

Notwithstanding  their  long  enjoyment  of  Uberty  and  free  institutions, 
in  spite  of  the  glorious  examples  of  their  history,  we  do  not  find  the  nation 
actuated  by  that  independence  and  nobleness  of  sentiment  which  might 
be  expected.  On  the  contrary,  a  spirit  of  time-serving  and  a  love  of 
money  appear  the  influencing  motives  in  the  national  character,  and  the 
people  who  have  enjoyed  freedom  longer  than  any  other  in  Europe,  are 
principally  distinguished  for  fighting  the  battles  of  any  master,  however 
tyrannical,  who  will  buy  their  services ;  for  sending  forth  the  most 
obsequious  and  drudging  of  valets ;  for  extortionate  innkeepers ;-  and, 
among  the  lower  class  of  Swiss,  for  almost  universal  mendicity  :  for  to 
^g  appears  to  be  regarded  as  no  degradation,  and  is  taught  by  parents 
heir  children  less  from  necessity  than  as  a  sort  of  speculation.    At 
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the  present  time  also  Switzerland  is  nursing  a  brood  of  the  most  reckless 
and  desperate  of  democrats.  The  Tyrolese,  the  neighbours  of  the  Swiss, 
and  their  partners  in  the  same  cold  climate  and  unproductive  Alpine 
region,  exhibit  a  remarkable  contrast  to  them  in  this  and  other  respects. 

It  is  more  pleasing  to  dwell  on  another  result  of  the  position  of  the 
Swiss,  viz.,  the  impulse  it  has  given  to  commercial  industry  and  manu- 
factures. The  natural  disadvantages  of  an  inland  country,  into  which  the 
raw  material  must  be  conveyed,  almost  exclusively  on  the  axle,  over 
snowy  passes,  and  by  long  journeys,  have  been  overcome ;  and  in  the 
excellence  of  her  manufactured  articles  Switzerland  competes  with  Eng- 
land, while  she  often  surpasses  her  in  cheapness. 

The  demoralizing  effect  produced  upon  the  Swiss  by  the  great  influx  of 
travellers  into  their  country,  is  explained  in  the  following  temperate  and 
judicious  remarks  from  Latrobe's  '  Alpenstock  :' — 

"  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  character  of  the  majority  of  the  Swiss 
peasantry,  whose  habitations  are  tmfortunately  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  main  routes  of  travellers,  or  of  the  particular  points  of  interest  to 
which  they  lead,  is  most  contemptible  ;  that  in  such  parts  it  is  not  only 
vain  to  expect  to  find  those  simple  and  guileless  manners  which  in  time 
past^^ere  associated  with  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  mountains, 
but  that  even  common  morality  is  out  of  the  question.  There  is  a  dis- 
position in  the  majority  of  those  who  have  been  at  all  exposed  to  tempta- 
tion to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  travellers,  to  make  the  most 
exorbitant  demands,  and  to  go  to  the  greatest  possible  length  in  the 
system  of  extortion  and  deception.  Even  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  the  open  profligacy  of  the  cases  brought  before  them  has  excited 
the  attention  and  provoked  the  surveillance  of  the  magistrates,  and  where, 
in  consequence,  a  kind  of  just  price  has  been  set  upon  various  articles, 
opportunities  are  always  greedily  seized  upon  to  turn  a  dishonest  penny, 
when  it  can  be  done  without  serious  risk. 

"  This  the  writer  knows  to  be  unquestionably  the  fact ;  yet  he  must 
candidly  add,  what  he  also  knows  from  observation,  that  the  absurd 
conduct  and  unreasonable  folly  of  travellers  have  strengthened  the  spring 
of  this  dishonest  propensity  in  a  very  great  degree :  and  while  many  a 
just  complaint  has  been  made  against  the  extortion  of  those  with  whom 
the  traveller  must  come  in  contact,  many  an  imreasonaMe  accusation  has 
also  been  preferred,  under  circumstances  which  would  not  allow  the 
plaintiff  to  make  his  case  good.  An  individual  who  is  satisfied,  while 
travelling  in  a  country  like  this,  to  identify  himself  as  much  as  possible 
with  the  people  among  whom  he  is  thrown — ^who  is  contented  with  the 
general  style  of  living,  with  the  produce  of  the  country,  and,  more  espe- 
dally,  with  the  customary  hours  of  eating  and  sleeping,  has  certainly 
reason  to  complain,  if  the  mere  circumstance  of  his  being  a  stranger  is 
deemed  a  sufficient  apology  for  making  him  the  object  of  unprincipled 
spoliation  and  imposition. 

"But  if  the  travellers  be  of  another  mind  and  order — if  they  pass 
through  the  country,  as  hundreds  do,  with  their  eyes  shut  to  the  style 
and  manners  of  the  people  and  difference  of  their  habits  from  our  own, 
and  intent  upon  keeping  up  their  usual  style  of  corporeal  indulgence  as 
much  as  possible — such  have  not  the  same  reason  in  their  complaints  ; 
which  is  a  lesson  many  have  had  to  learn,  by  the  refusal  of  the  magis- 
trate to  interfere  in  the  quarrel,  or  by  having  a  verdict  given  against  them. 
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**  I  have  seen  a  party  of  English  arrive  at  a  mountain  cabaret  at  nigh^ 
fall,  when  the  host  and  his  family  would,  in  the  usual  course  of  things, 
have  been  thinking  of  their  beds ;  they  order  dinner,  and  insist  upon 
having  flesh,  fish,  or  fowl,  foreign  wines  and  liqueurs,  just  as  though 
they  were  at  the  Star  and  Garter  at  Richmond ;  abuse  the  master  and 
the  domestics,  dine  at  eight  or  nine,  and  sit  over  their  cheer  till  past 
midnight.  Mine  host  can  put  up  with  a  good  deal  of  extra  trouble, 
with  no  small  quantity  of  abuse,  and  will  stay  up  all  night  with  con- 
siderable temper,  because  he  knows  he  can  make  them  pay  for  it  in  hard 
money. 

"  The  next  morning,  as  might  be  anticipated,  he  hands  in  a  bill  of 
nearly  as  many  dollars  as  they  had  expected  francs,  without  doubt 
exorbitant  and  overcharged,  but  at  any  rate  there  are  plausible  excuses  for 
this  exorbitancy. 

'*  The  host  will  shrug  his  shoulders,  in  anawer  to  their  ill-expressed 
and  angry  expostulations,  and  merely  say,  that  the  gentlemen  must  not 
expect  to  have  articles  which,  however  plentiful  in  towns,  are  luxuries  on 
the  mountains,  without  paying  well  for  them. 

**  The  worst  is  that,  little  by  little,  the  show  of  justice  that  there  once 
existed,  and  the  distinction  which  was  made  between  the  individuakwho 
gave  no  trouble,  and  was  contented  with  what  entertainment  was  easily 
provided,  and  those  last  described,  is  fast  waning  away ;  and  to  be  a 
foreigner  is  sufficient  to  excite  the  plundering  propensities  of  mine  host 
and  his  coadjutors.  He  has  frequently  a  regular  system  to  pursue, 
according  as  the  visitor  announced  is  an  Englishman,  a  Frenchman,  or  a 
German. 

"  And  it  is  not  only  those  parts  of  the  country  through  which  the  great 
stream  of  travellers  sets  that  have  by  this  means  become  degraded :  the 
fame  of  these  doings  has  gone  abroad  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
whole  conmiunity,  and  very  few  are  the  retired  comers  where  you  do  not 
detect  more  or  less  of  this  dishonourable  bent  in  the  lower  orders,  if  any 
Way  exposed  to  temptation. 

**  But  it  is  not  only  in  this  point  that  the  moral  character  of  the  com- 
mon people  is  debased.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  present 
Swiss  peasantry  as  a  nation  cannot  longer  be  supposed  to  be  the  simple,, 
virtuous,  patriarchal  race  that  their  forefathers  were.  It  is  evident,  from 
the  perusal  of  their  history,  that  the  deterioration  had  been  steady  and 
gradual  for  some  time  previous  to  the  close  of  the  last  century  ;  and  that 
nothing  contributed  more  to  it  than  that  system  of  foreign  military  ser- 
vice which,  it  would  appear,  had  become  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the 
community. 

"  Then  the  overpowering  deluge  of  the  French  Bevolution  swept  over 
the  Jura,  and  gave  accelerated  impulse  to  the  downward  current  of  moral 
feeling  in  every  rank  of  society  in  this  unhappy  country. 

"  What  evil  influence  this  had  at  the  time  upon  die  principles  of  the 
people  in  general,  as  well  as  the  virtue  of  families  and  individuals,  it 
would  now  be  a  difficult  and  ungrateful  task  to  decide.  Much  of  that 
evil  may  at  this  time  be  supposed  to  have  been  already  obviated ;  yet, 
now  that  the  waters  of  that  fearful  political  phenomenon  have  retired,  we 
may  still  see  left  behind  the  scum  and  the  mud  with  which  their  polluted 
stream  was  heavily  charged. 
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**  *  I  have  not  been  in  the  Oherland  for  yeaTs,'  is  an  expression  I  have 
heard  time  after  time  from  worthy  natives  ;  and  the  reason  is  perfectly 
comprehensible.  A  true  lover  of  his  country  may  well  grieve  over  the 
dishonour  and  the  loss  of  moral  feeling  in  Switzerland,  and  avoid  going 
where  he  must  be  constantly  reminded  of  its  downfall." — p.  324-328. 

Another  point  to  be  considered,  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
people,  is  the  influence  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  religion  in  those  cantons 
where  it  prevails.  And  here  it  may  be  observed  that  the  least  enlightened 
portions  of  the  country  at  present  are  the  Vallsds,  Uri,  Unterwalden, 
Schwytz,  Tessin,  a  large  part  of  the  Bernese  Oherland,  and  the 
Grisons.  In  passing  from  a  Catholic  to  a  Prcrtestant  canton,  the  traveller 
will  scarcely  fail  to  remark  a  striking  change.  He  exchanges  cheerful 
cleanliness  and  prosperous  industry  for  dirt,  idleness,  and  mendicancy. 
Yet,  in  his  comments  thereon,  let  him  bear  in  mind  the  charitable  and 
meek  precept,  so  beautifully  conveyed  in  the  following  verses,  composed 
in  one  of  the  Catholic  cantons  of  Switzerland : — 

**  Doomed,  as  we  are,  oar  native  dust 
To  wet  with  many  a  bitter  shower, 
It  ill  befits  us  to  disdain 
The  Altar,  to  deride  the  Fane 
Where  patient  sufferers  bend,  in  trust 
To  win  a  happier  hour. 

I  love,  where  spreads  the  village  lawn. 
Upon  some  knee-worn  cell  to  gaze ; 
Hail  to  the  firm,  unmoving  cross. 
Aloft,  where  pines  their  branches  toss, 
And  to  the  chapel  far  withdrawn. 
That  lurks  by  lonely  ways. 

Where'er  we  roam,  along  the  brink 
Of  Rhine,  or  by  the  sweeping  Po, 

Through  Alpine  vale,  or  Champaign  wide — 
Whateer  we  look  on,  at  our  side 
Be  Charity— to  bid  us  think 

And  feel,  if  we  would  know." —  Wordsicortlu 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  look  upon  Switzerland  as  "the  land  of 
liberty,'*  that  the  generality  of  travellers  will  take  the  thing  for  granted  ; 
and  it  is  only  after  diving  to  a  certain  depth  in  Swiss  annals,  that  the 
question  arises,  what  was  the  nature  of  this  freiedom,  and  how  far  was  it 
calculated  to  foster  nobility  of  sentiment  and  public  spirit  among  the 
people?  Was  the  abolition  of  the  Austrian  dominion  succeeded  by  a 
more  equitable  government,  extending  to  all  the  same  privileges,  and 
dividing  among  all  alike  the  public  burden?  Was  political  equality 
accompanied  by  religious  tolerance  and  harmony  ?  Did  the  democratic 
principle  produce  fruit  in  the  disinterestedness  and  patriotism  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  land  ?  To  all  these  inquiries  there  remains  but  one  answer — 
a  negative.  The  cow-herds  of  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Unterwalden,  who  had 
80  nobly,  and  with  so  much  moderation,  emancipated  themselves  from  a 
foreign  yoke,  in  process  of  time  became  themselves  the  rulers  of  subject 
states,  and,  so  far  from  extending  to  them  the  liberty  they  had  so  dearly 
purchased,  and  which  they  so  highly  valued,  they  kept  their  subjects  in 
the  most  abject  state  of  villenage  ;  so  that,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
oentury,  the  vassals  of  no  despotic  monarch  in  Europe  exhibited  a  picture 
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of  equal  political  debasement.  The  effects  of  thifl  tyrannical  rule  were 
equally  injurious  to  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  the  marks  of  it 
may  be  traced  in  many  parts  of  Switzerland,  even  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  the  degraded  condition  of  the  people,  morally  as  well  as  physically.. 
It  will  be  discovered  from  Swiss  history  that  ambition,  and  a  thirst  for 
territorial  rule,  are  inherent  in  republics  as  well  as  in  monarchies,  as  we 
may  learn  from  the  encroachments  and  aggrandizing  spirit  of  canton  Bern. 
She  retained,  as  tributary  to  her,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  the  district 
called  Pays  de  Vaud,  deriving  from  it  an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
francs,  and  yet  denying  to  the  inhabitants  all  share  of  political  rights. 
Geneva,  a  weaker  state,  after  throwing  oflf  the  yoke  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
with  difficulty  escaped  the  wiles  of  the  Bernese  government,  which  would 
have  plunged  her  into  a  slavery  not  more  tolerable  than  that  from  which, 
she  had  just  escaped. 

Religious  dissensions  were  a  source  of  a  long  series  of  troubles  to  the 
Confederation,  dividing  it  into  two  opposite  parties,  which  not  only  were 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  also  interfered  with 
the  internal  peace  of  the  individual  cantons.  Although  by  the  laws  the 
two  parties  in  religion  were  allowed  equal  freedom  of  worship,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  privilege  was  embittered  to  either  party,  in  the  state  where 
the  other  faith  was  predominant :  it  was,  in  fact,  but  a  nominal  tolerance. 
It  is  curious  to  observe,  that,  even  in  these  days  of  liberal  ideas  and 
Catholic  emancipation,  a  citizen  of  Lucerne  is  deprived  of  all  political 
privileges,  if  he  is  a  Protestant. 

Down  to  the  times  of  the  French  revolutions,  the  common  people  of 
Switzerland,  except  in  one  or  two  of  the  cantons,  had  no  more  share  in 
the  constitutional  privileges,  which  all  Swiss  were  supposed  to  possess  as 
their  birthright,  than  the  subjects  of  the  despotic  monarchies  of  Austria 
or  Prussia.  The  government  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  aristocratic 
oligarchies,  as  exclusive,  and  as  proud  of  birth,  blood,  and  descent,  as 
the  most  ancient  nobility  in  Europe.  The  burgher  patricians  of  the  great 
towns  managed,  by  gradual  encroachments,  to  deprive  the  lower  orders  of 
the  exercise  of  their  rights,  and  gradually  monopolised  all  places  and 
offices  for  themselves  and  their  children.  Since  1830,  democratic  prin- 
ciples have  made  rapid  strides  in  almost  all  the  cantons,  and  the  political 
constituents  of  Switzerland  at  present  have,  with  much  truth,  been 
described  as  consisting  of  "an  aristocracy  enraged  at  its  own  weakness  : 
a  democracy  eager  to  ride  above  them,  and  demanding  for  the  people 
more  rights  than  they  desire  ;  for  doubtful  and  unknown  good,  risking  all 
that  is  most  desirable ;  gentle  sway,  contented  obedience,  simplicity  of 
manners,  tranquillity  of  life." 

The  Towns  of  Switzerland  exhibit  many  interesting  marks  of  anti- 
quity :  their  buildings  are  frequently  found  unchanged  since  a  very 
early  period ;  and  in  Lucerne,  Freyburg,  Basle,  Bellinzona,  and  in 
several  other  instances,  the  feudal  fortifications,  with  battlements  and 
watch-towers,  remain  perfectly  preserved.  One  characteristic  and  very 
pleasant  feature  are  the  Fountains,  the  never-failing  ornament  of  every 
Swiss  town  and  village.  Iliey  usually  consist  of  a  Gothic  ornamented 
pillar,  surmounted  by  the  figure  of  a  man,  usually  some  hero  of  Swiss 
history,  either  Tell,  the  dauntless  crossbowman,  or  Winkelried,  with  his 
**  sheaf  of  spears."  Sometimes  the  figures  of  animals  are  substituted  for 
the  human  form. 
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A  singular  custom,  connected  with  education,  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  Switzerland,  which  deserves  notice  here,  from  the  influence  which  it 
exercises  over  society.  In  many  of  the  large  towns,  children  of  the  same 
age  and  sex  are  associated  together  by  their  parents  in  little  knots  and 
clubs,  called  Societes  de  Dimanche,  The  parents  seek  out  for  their 
children  an  eligible  set  of  companions  when  they  are  still  quite  young. 
The  parties  so  formed  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number,  and  the 
variation  of  age  between  them  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years.  All 
th«  members  meet  in  turn  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  houses  of  their 
parents,  while  children,  to  play  together  and  partake  of  tea,  cakes,  and 
sweetmeats,  attended  by  their  bonnes  or  nurses  ;  when  grown  up,  to  pass 
the  evening  in  other  occupations  and  amusements  suited  to  their  age.  At 
these  meetings  not  even  brothers  or  sisters  are  present,  except  they  are 
members  of  the  society.  From  thus  being  constantly  thrown  together  on 
all  occasions,  a  strict  friendship  grows  up  among  the  members  of  each 
brotherhood  or  sisterhood,  which  generally  lasts  through  life,  even  after 
the  parties  are  settled  and  dispersed  about  the  world.  The  females,  even 
when  grown  up,  distinguish  their  companions  by  such  endearing  terms  as 
"  ma  mignonne,"  "  mon  coeur,"  "  mon  ange,"  &c.  This  practice  renders 
Swiss  society  very  exclusive,  and  few  strangers,  however  well  introduced, 
penetrate  below  the  surface. 

When  a  young  woman  marries,  her  husband  is  admitted  into  the  so- 
ciety to  which  she  belongs,  and  thus  the  wife  determines  the  caste  of  the 
husband. 

Banz  de  Vaches, — It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  Eanz  de  Vaches 
spoken  of,  by  persons  unacquainted  with  Switzerland  aud  the  Alps,  as  a 
single  air,  whereas  they  are  a  class  of  melodies  prevailing  among  and 
peculiar  to  the  Alpine  valleys.  Almost  every  valley  has  an  air  of  its 
own,  but  the  original  air  is  said  to  be  that  of  Appenzell.  Their  effect 
in  producing  home-sickness  in  the  heart  of  the  Swiss  mountaineer, 
when  heard  in  a  distant  land,  and  the  prohibition  of  this  music  in  the 
Swiss  regiments  in  the  service  of  France,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
desertions  occasioned  by  it,  are  stories  often  repeated,  and  probably  founded 
on  fact. 

.  These  national  melodies  are  particularly  wild  in  their  character,  yet 
full  of  melody ;  the  choruses  consist  of  a  few  remarkable  shrill  notes, 
uttered  with  a  peculiar  falsetto  intonation  in  the  throat.  They  originate 
in  the  practice  of  the  shepherds  on  the  Alps,  of  communicating  with  one 
another  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  by  pitching  the  voice  high. 
The  name  Eanz  de  Vaches  (Germ.  Kuhreihen),  literally  covj-rows,  is 
obviously  derived  from  the  order  in  which  the  cows  march  home  at 
milking-time,  in  obedience  to  the  shepherd's  call,  communicated  by  the 
voice,  or  through  the  Alp-horUy  a  simple  tube  of  wood,  wound  round  with 
bark,  five  or  six  feet  long,  admitting  of  but  slight  modulation,  yet  very 
melodious  when  caught,  up  and  prolonged  by  the  mountain  echoes.  In 
some  of  the  remoter  pastoral  districts  of  Switzerland,  from  which  the 
ancient  simplicity  of  manners  is  not  altogether  banished,  the  Alp-horn 
supplies,  on  the  higher  pastures,  where  no  church  is  near,  the  place  of  the 
vesper-bell.  The  cow-herd,  posted  on  the  highest  peak,  as  soon  as  the 
sun  has  set,  pours  forth  the  first  four  or  five  notes  of  ^the  Psalm,  "  Praise 
God  the  Lord ;"  the  same  notes  are  repeated  from  distant  Alps,  and  all 
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within  hearing,  nncovering  their  heads  and  bending  their  knees,  repeat 
their  evening  orison,  after  which  the  cattle  are  penned  in  their  stalls,  and 
the  shepherds  betake  themselves  to  rest. 

The  traveller  among  the  Alps  will  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
hearing  both  the  music  of  the  horn  and  the  songs  of  the  cow-herds  and 
dairy-maids ;  the  latter  have  been  thus  described  by  Mr.  Southey : — 
"  Surely  the  wildest  chorus  that  ever  was  heard  by  human  ears  :  a  song, 
not  of  articulate  sounds,  but  in  which  the  voice  is  used  as  a  mere  instru- 
ment of  music,  more  flexible  than  any  which  art  could  produce,  sweet, 
powerful,  and  thrilling  beyond  description." 

A  word  may  be  said  on  Svnsa  Husbandry  to  draw  the  attention  of  such 
persons  as  take  an  interest  in  the  subject  to  one  or  two  practices  peculiar 
to  the  country.  The  system  of  irrigating  the  meadows  is  carried  to  a 
very  great  extent  and  perfection ;  the  mountain-torrents  are  turned  over 
the  fields  by  means  of  trenches  and  sluices,  and  not  unfrequently,  when 
the  ground  is  much  inclined,  the  stream  is  conducted  to  the  spot  where  it 
is  required  through  troughs  hollowed  out  of  the  stem  of  fir-trees. 

The  drainings  of  dunghills,  cow-houses,  and  pigsties  are  not  allowed 
to  run  to  waste,  but  are  carefully  collected  in  a  vat  by  the  farmer,  and  at 
the  fit  moment  carried  out  in  carts  to  the  fields,  and  ladled  over  them, 
very  much  to  their  benefit,  and  to  the  equal  disgust  of  the  olfactory 
nerves  of  all  who  pass  ;  the  air,  far  and  near,  being  filled  with  this  truly 
Swiss  fragrance. 

The  Swiss  mountaineers  are  skilful  marksmen  with  the  rifle,  and,  like 
their  neighbours  the  Tyrolese,  meet  constantly  to  practise  and  engage  in 
trials  of  skill.  There  are  clubs  or  societies  in  almost  every  valley  and 
parish,  and  constant  matches  between  them  ;  besides  which,  in  most  of  the 
cantons,  and  every  year,  a  grand  Federal  Rifle  Match  is  held  near  one  or 
other  of  the  large  towns,  at  which  all  the  best  shots  from  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  meet  to  contend  for  a  prize.  Strangers  should  be  on  the  alert  to 
find  out  when  and  where  these  meetings  occur.  They  should  be  witnessed. 
Englishmen  should  pay  more  attention  to  these  societies,  now  that  there 
is  a  question  of  establishing  rifle  clubs;  in  Britain.  An  accomplished  Eng- 
lish nobleman  (Lord  Vernon)  gained  the  first  prize  at  the  Federal  Matdx 
held  at  Basle,  1849. 

Annual  contests  in  wrestling  also  (called  Schwing  Feste)  are  held  in 
different  parts  of  Switzerland.  The  cantons  which  distinguish  themselves 
for  skill  in  this  and  other  athletic  exercises  are  Bern,  Appenzell,  and 
Unterwalden. 

}  14.   SKELETON  TOURS  THROUGH  SWITZERLAND  AND  PART  OP   SAVOT. 

N.B.  Jt  is  advisable  to  enter  Switzerland  from  the  side  of  Germany 
rather  than  by  that  of  France,  as  the  scenery  of  Ghamoisini,^  the  grandest 
among  the  Alps,  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  conclusion  of  the  tour. 

There  are  parts  of  Switzerland  which  cannot  be  reached  in  a  travelling- 
carriage,  and  those  who  can  neither  ride  nor  walk,  and  will  not  submit  to 
be  carried  in  a  chair,  must  forego  them. 

The  pedestrian  tours  in  this  list  are  laid  down  with  the  understanding 
that  only  the  more  interesting  scenes,  and  such  as  are  impracticable  by 
other  conveyances,  are  to  be  travelled  on  foot,  and  that  on  high  roads  the 
pedestrian  will  ride,  otherwise  he  will  waste  much  time  unprofitably. 
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A.— Carriage  Tocjr  op  about  Two 
Months,  beginning  at  Basle  and 
ending  at  Scnaffhausen. 

The  portion  of  this  tour  within 
brackets  would  extend  it  beyond  the 
two  months,  and  must  be  omitted  if 
the  trayeUer  be  pressed  for  time. 

Basle. 

Mtinsterthal. 

Bienne. 

J  St.  Peter's  Island. 

(Neuchatel. 

Soleure. 

Weissenstein. 

Lucerne. 

Weggis  and  the  Bigi. 

Lake  Lucerne  to  Altorf. 

Entlebuch. 

Thun.    (Leave  the  carriage.) 

Interlachen. 

Lauterbrunnen.  \ 

Grindelwald. 

Faulhom. 

Meyringen. 

GrimseL 

Furca* 

St.  Gothard. 

Altorf. 

Lake  of  Lucerne. 

Stanz. 

Briinig. 
^Meyringen. 
Thun. 
Bern. 
Freyburg. 
Lausanne. 
Vevay  and  Chillon. 
Geneva. 

Send  round  the  carriage  to  Mar- 
tigny,  which  it  may  reach  in  2  days 
from  Geneva. 

Infirm  persons,  not  able  to  ride  or 
walk  over  an  Alpine  pass,  may  retain 
their  carriage  as  far  as  Sallenche, 
proceed  in  a  char-il-banc  to  Cha- 
mouni,  rejoin  their  carriage  at  Sal- 
lenche, and  then  proceed  by  Thonon 
tod  St  Maurice  to  Martigny. 

Sallenche  in  a  hired  carriage. 

Chamouni  in  a  char-^-banc. 

Montanvert. 

Fleg^re. 


This  part  of 
the  tour,  ex- 
cept the  road 
of  the  St.  Got- 
hard, can  only 
\  be  performed 
in  chaxB,  on 
horaeback,  and 
acroaa  the  lake 
in  a  row-boat 
or  steamer. 


Col  de    Balme   and  Tete  Noire  to 


Great  St.  Bernard,  and  back. 

Baths  of  licuk.  \    Leave  carriage  at 

Gemmi  Pass.     /       Sierre  or  Leuk. 

Brieff. 

Simplon. 

Domo  d'  Ossola. 

Baveno. 

Borromean  Islands. 

Monterone. 

VaraUo. 

TLago  d'Orta.] 

Milan.     (Best  a  week.). 

Monza. 

Lecco. 

[Como.] 

Chiavenna. 

Spliigen. 

Via  Mala. 

Coire. 

PfeflTers'  Baths. 

LakeofWallenstadt 

[Glarus,  Stachelberg,  and  back.] 

Kapperschwyl. 

Ziinch. 

TBaden  and  Schintznach.] 

Schaffhausen. 

B. — Tour  op  a  Fortnight. 

Carriage  roads  —  *   char   roads  — 
f  bndle  or  foot  paths. 

Davs. 

{Schaffhausen. 
Bhine  Fall 
Zurich. 
2t  Bigi. 
3   (Altorf— St.  Gothard. 

(Andermatt 
t  (Furca. 
4f  ( Gmasel. 
5t  M^ringen. 
61  Grindelwald. 

7  Lauterbrunnen  and  Thun. 
f  /Gemmi  Pass. 

8  ILeuk. 

9  Martigny. 

I  (Tete  Noire. 
10  I  Chamouni. 

1 2  Geneva — home  through  France 

(5  or  6  days),  or  by 

13  Bern. 
U    Basle. 
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C. — Tour  op  Three  Weeks  on 
Foot, 

Days. 

jBasle—Munster  Thai. 

3  <  Weissenstein. 
I  Soleure. 

4  Schintznach. 

5  Schaffhausen. 

6  Zurich. 

iWesen,  and   Lake    of  Wallen- 
stadt. 
Pfeffers. 
8    Kalfeuser  Thai  to  Glarus. 
g   rKlonthaL 
(Muotta. 
Schwytz. 
10     Rigi. 
j^    fAltorf. 

(Andermatt. 
J  2  JFurca. 
\  Grimsel. 

13  Meyringen. 

14  Gnndelwald. 

15  l^^'^gem  Alp. 
(Lauterbrunnen  and  Interlachen. 

1 6  Gerami— Baths  of  Leak. 

17  Martigny. 
jg   (Tete  Noire. 

1  Chamouni. 

20  Geneva. 

21  Bern. 


D.— Tour  op  a  Month  or  Five 
Weeks. 

r  Schaffhausen  and  Rhinefall. 
\  Zurich. 

Rigi. 

Lake  of  Lucerne. 

Lucerne. 

fBriinig. 

( Meyringen, 

Susten  Pass. 

St.  Gotliard.  ^ 

{Furca. 
Grimsel. 

Brienz. 

Lauterbrunnen. 

Grindelwald. 
TThun. 
(Bern. 

Freyburg. 

Siminentnal. 
( Spietz. 
\Kander^teg. 

GcnunL 


6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

13 

14 
15 

16 

17 


Days. 

18  Martigny. 

19  Great  St.  Bernard. 
2Q  (Aosta. 

iCormayeur. 

21  AUee  Blanche — Col  de  la  Seigne. 

22  Col  de  Bonhomme. 

2A   jChamount 

25    Martigny,  by  Col  de  Balme  and 
Tete  Noire. 

"^^  iChiUon— Vevay. 


28 


(Lake  of  Geneva — Lausanne. 


(Geneva — home  through  France, 
or  by 

30  Orbe,  the  Dole,  and  Lac  de  Joux. 

31  NeuchateL 

32  Bienne. 

33  Munster  Thai 

34  Basle. 

E.^— TWENTT-NINE  DaYS  IN  SWIT- 
ZERLAND, ON  Foot,  during  Aug. 
and  Sept.,  1850.— R.  W.  T. 
Aug. 

( Schaffhausen. 

8  JRhinefalls. 
Diligence  to  Ziirich. 
Town  of  Ziirich. 

9  <  Steam  to  RapperschwyL 
Walked  to  Sichmerikon. 
Walked  to  Wesen. 

10  { Steam  to  Wallenstadt. 
Walked  to  Ragatz. 
Baths  of  Pfaffers  ;  thence  over 

11  ^  mountain  to  Untere-Zollbriicke, 
and  on  to  Coire. 

Diligence  to  Tusis. 

WaUted    through  Via  Mala  to 

12  <  Spliigen,  and  over  Splugen  pass 
to  Campo  Dolcino,  where  indif- 
ferent accommodation. 

Walked  to  Chiavenna,  where  we 

13  ^  were  stopped  on  account  of 
passports. 

Diligence  back  over  the  Spliigen, 

14  I  and  ditto  over  the  Bernardin  to 
Bellinzona. 

15  1^®*  ^*y »   walked  about  town 
(   and  neighbourhood. 

Walked    over    M.    Cenere    to 
jg   I    Lugano. 

^  Steam  to  Capo  Lago  and  back. 
Char  to  Magadino. 
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Aug. 


17 


18 


19 


,  Steam  to  Baveno. 
Walked  over  the  Monterone,  to 

Orta,  on  the  Lago  d'Orta. 
Char  to  Arona. 
Ascended  statue  of  St.  Carlo. 
Walked  to  Stresa. 

I  Boat    to  Borromean   Isles    and 
Pallanza. 
Steam    to   Magadino,   and  ^  dili- 
gence to  Bellinzona. 
r  Midnight  diligence  to  Faido  by 
I    7  A.M. 

J  Walked  over  the  St  Gothard  to 
I  Andermatt. 
I  Walked  to  Fluelen. 
20  \  1  P.M.  Steamer  to  Weggis, 
I  Walked  up  Rigi  to  sleep. 
'Sunrise  on  Rigi. 
Descended  to  Weggis. 
Steam  (10  x.  m.)  to  Lucerne,    saw 
town,  and  the  Swiss  monument. 
Walked    to    Winkel ;    boat    to 

Gestad. 
Walked  to  Sachslen. 
rWalked  over  the  Briinig  to  Mey- 
I  ringen,  and  on  to  Guttanen. 
rWaJked  to  Hospice  of  Grimsel, 
j   breakfasting  at  Handek. 
I  Descended  to  Ehone  Glacier,  and 
(  returned  to  Guttanen. 
( Walked  to  Bosenlaui,  turning  off 
1  at  Keichenbach. 

(Walked  on  Kosenlaui  Glacier, 
and  over  the  Scheidegg  to 
Grindelwald,  visiting  the  Upper 
)  Glacier :  thenee  ascended  the 
Wengern  Alp,  to  sleep  at  the 
"  Jungfrau  Gasthaus." 
r  Descended  to  Lauterbrunnen ; 
I  saw  the  Staubbach:  thence  on  to 
\  Interlaken,  and  walked  about 
I  shores  of  Lake  Brienz. 
(Walked  to  Neuhaus  on  Lake  of 
I   Thun. 

]  Bow-boat  to  Spiez. 
I  Walked  to  Kandersteg. 
Walked  over  Gemmi  to  Leuker- 
bad  ;  visited  the  baths :  walked 
to  and  ascended  the  ladders. 
Walked  by  direct  path  to  Sion  ; 
saw  castles  there ;  and  diligence 
to  Martigny. 

Walked    over    Tete    Noire    to 
[  Chamouny. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


Aug. 

sx{ 

Sept. 


2    I 

3 
4 


Walked  to  the  Jardin  and  back 
(did  not  find  it  fatiguing). 

Walked  up  Breven  bv  footpath, 

3^  hours,  including^  hr.'s  rest 

at  Flanpra. 

Returned  to  Chamouny. 

Walked  to  Servoz. 

Char  to  St.  Martin. 
Char  to  Geneva. 
Saw  town,   and  walked  to  the 

confluence  of  Arve  and  Rhone. 
Steamer  to  ViUeneuve. 
Walked  to  Castle  of  Chillon,  and 

on  to  chalets  of  Avants  to  sleep. 
Walked  over  the  Jaman  to  Bulle. 

Char  to  Freyburg, 
Walked  about  town  of  Freyburg, 

and  over  2  bridges. 
5  ^  Char  to  Berne. 
1  Saw  the  town. 
( Evening  diligence  to  Basle. 

Our  proposed  route  from  Chia- 
venna  was  to  have  slept  same  night 
atColico;  then, 

1st  day.  Lake  of  Como,  and  sleep  at 

Como. 
2nd  day,  Milan  by  railway,  and  back. 
3rd  day.   Steam    to    Menaggio,    and 

walk  to  Lugano. 
4th  day.  Lake  of  Lugano,  and  walk 

to  Luino. 
5th  day.  Steam  down  Lago  Maggiore, 

back  to  Bellinzona. 

But  Orta  and  its  lake  are  well  worth 
visiting  ;  also  the  Monterone. 

F.— Tour  of  about  Ten  Weeks. 

Schaffhausen. 

Constance. 

St.  Galhk 

Sentis. 

\^esen. 

LakeofWallenstadt. 

Pfeffers. 

Kalfeuser  Thai. 

Glarus. 

Stachelberg  and  Linth  Thai. 

Klon  and  Muotta  ThaL 

Einsiedeln. 

RapperschwyL 

Zurich. 
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Zug. 

Lucerne. 

Weegis. 

RieT. 

Scnwytz. 

Brimnen. 

Fluelen. 

Altorf. 

Andermatt 

Airolo. 

Val  Bedretto. 

Yal  Formazza;  Falls  of  Tosa. 

Gries  Glacier. 

Bhdne  Glacier. 

GrimseL 

Meyringen. 

Up  the  Briinig  for  the  view,  and  to 

Brienz  for  the  Giesbach  Fall. 
Meyringen. 
Scheideck — Eosenlaui. 
Faulhom. 
Grindelwald. 
Wengem  Alp. 
Lauterbrunnen. 
Thun. 
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Gemmi 

lieuk. 

Sion. 

Martigny. 

St.  Bernard. 

Aosta. 

Cormayeur,  or  Pre  St.  Didier. 

Up  the  Mount  Cramont  and  back. 

Allee  Blanche. 

Nant  Bourant,  or  Oontamines. 

Chamouni. 

Fleff^re;  Montanyert. 

Jardin,  &c. 

Col  de  Balme,  and  Tete  Noire. 

Martigny. 

Bex. 

Vevay. 

Lausanne. 

Freyburg. 

Bern. 

Bienne. 

Neuch&tel. 

Yverdun. 

Orbe  and  the  Dole. 

Geneva, 


G.— A  Summer's  Tour  op  Three 
Months,  to  include  all  the  spots 
best  worth  notice  in  Switzerland, 
passing  as  little  as  possible  twice 
over  the  same  ground!. 

♦#♦  The  figures  are  the  numbers  of 
the  Routes  in  which  each  place  is 
described. 

Basle,  1. 

Miinster  Thai,  1. 

Bienne,  1  (Isle  St.  Pierre,  45). 

Neuchatel,  44. 

rChaux  de  Fonds  ?  48]. 

Yverdun,  45. 

Orbe,  50. 

Lac  de  Joux,  50. 

Morat,  43. 

Freyburg,  42. 

Bern,  24. 

Soleure,  3. 

Weissenstein,  3. 

Schintznach,  6 

Scha£Fhausen,  7 

Rhine  Fall,  7. 

Constance,  7. 

St.  Gall,  66. 

Gais  and  Appenzell,  68;    Weisbad, 

68. 
Sentis;  Wildkirchlein,  68. 
Rapperschwyl,  14. 
Ziirich,  8. 

Zug,  by  the  Albis,  15  and  16. 
Arth  and  Goldau,  17. 
Rigi,  17. 

Weggis;  Bay  of  Uri,  18. 
Brunnen  (Scnwytz),  17. 
Altorf,  34. 
Surenen  Pass,  31. 
Engelberg,  31. 
Stanz,  31. 
Lucerne,  16. 
Briinig,  19. 
Meyringen,  27. 
Brienz  and  Giesbach,  27. 
Interlachen,  27. 
Thun,  27. 
Simmenthal,  41. 
Sanetsch  Pass,  40. 
Sion,  59. 
Bawyl  Pass,  39. 
Spiez,  I 

Unterseen,  i  27 

Lauterbrunnen,    I 
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jdvii 


75. 


74. 


Wenseni  Alp, 

Grindelwald, 

Faulhorn,  V  27. 

Scheideck, 

Meyrinffen, 

Gnmse^  28. 

Rhone  Glacier,  30. 

Gries  Pass,  29. 

Val  Formazza;  Tosa  Fall,  29. 

Val  Bedretto. 

Airolo,  34. 

St.  Gothard;  Devil's  Bridge,  34. 

Altorf,  34. 

Schachen  Thai,     \ 

Klausen,  I  -« 

Stachelberg,  j  '  * 

Glarus,  J 

Klon  Thai, 
Muotta, 
Schwytz,  17, 
Morgarten, 
Einsiedeln, 
Wesen,  14. 

Lake  of  Wallenstadt,  14. 
FfeflTers'  Baths,  67. 
Kalfeuser  Thai,  76. 
Semft  Thai ;  Segnes  Pass,  76. 
Dissentis,  77. 
Beichenau,  87. 
Coire,  67. 

Julier  Pass;  St.  Moritz,  82. 
Engadine,  84. 

Finstermiinz.)  In  TyroL     See  Hand- 
SteMo.  /      book  S.  GerQiany. 

Bemina,  85. 
Maloya  Pass,  99. 
Chiayenna,  88. 
Splugen  Pass,  88. 
Via  Mala— back,  87. 
Splugen  village,  87. 
Bemardin,  90. 
Bellinzona,  90. 
Xiocarno,  91. 
Luino,  93. 

Iiugano;  Monte  Salvadore,  92. 
liago  di  Como;  Bellagio,  93. 
Como;  Milan;  Sesto,  59— [or  Como 

Varese;  Arona,  59.] 
Lago  d*Orta,  101  and  102. 
Baveno;  Monterone,  59. 


Domo  d'Ossola,  59. 

Simplon,  59. 

Brieg,  59. 

Baths  of  Leuk,  38. 

Gemmi  and  back,  38. 

Sion,  59. 

Martigny,  59. 

Great  St.  Bernard,  108. 

Aosta,  107. 

Pre  StDidier,  114. 

Mont  Cramont,  114. 

Allee  Blanche,        | 

Coldela  Seigne,    [   118. 

Col  de  Bonhomme, ) 

Chamouni,  115. 

Fleg^re;  Montanvert;  Mer  de  Glace, 

115. 
ColdeBalme,  and  Tdte  Noire,  116, 117. 
Martigny,  59. 
Bex,  57. 
Vevay,         1 
Chillon,        [  55  and  56. 
Lausanne,   J 
Geneva,  5-2. 

Approaches  to  Svoitzerland,  and  Time 
required  between  Switzerland  and  Eng- 
land, 

London  to  Basle,  by — Ostend,  Ist 
day;  Cologne,  2nd;  Frankfort,  3rd; 
and  Basle  on  the  4th  day. 

To  SchaflFhausen,  by  Offenburg  and 
Eanzigthal,  or  to  Constance,  in  4  days. 

London  to  Basle,  by  Paris  and 
Strasburg  Bailway,  in  3  days. 

London  to  Geneva,  by  Paris  and 
Chalons,  in  3  days,  by  railway. 

London  to  Lucerne,  4  days. 

Lucerne  to  Milan,  by  the  St.  Go- 
thard, 30  hrs.  An  excellent  diligence 
traverses  this  pass — and  this  is  the 
best  and  quickest  way  to  visit  the 
Italian  lakes. 

Strasburg,  by  Zurich,  to  Spliigen 
viUage,  36  hrs. 

Chambery  to  Lyons.  Railroad  to 
Aix  in  i  hr.,  whence  a  steamer  crosses 
the  Lac  de  Bourget,  and  descends  the 
Rhone  to  Lyons  m  9  hrs.  daily,  except 
Sunday. 


§  15.   ALPIlfB  PASSES. 

No  part  of  the  Alps  is  more  interesting,  either  in  a  picturesque  or  In  an 
historical  point  of  view,  than  the  passable  gaps  or  notches  in  the  ridge  of 
the  great  chain,  and  the  minor  mountain  buttresses  branching  from  it, 
whereby  alone  this  colossal  wall  of  mountains  may  be  scaled,  and  a  dir^ 
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passage  and  communication  maintained  between  northern  and  southern 
Europe,  as  well  as  between  one  valley  and  another.  It  has  been  through 
these  depressions  that  the  great  tide  of  population  has  poured  since  the 
earliest  times ;  from  these  outlets  have  issued  the  barbarian  swarms  which 
so  often  desolated,  and  at  last  annihilated,  the  Boman  Empire. 

There  are  more  than  50  passes  over  the  Swiss  portion  of  the  Alpine 
chain  alone,  or  immediately  communicating  with  the  Swiss  frontier.  The 
following  are  the  most  remarkable  :♦ — The  Simplon,  St.  Gothard,  Ber- 
nardine,  Spliigen,  Saanen-moser,  am  Stoss,  Wildhaus,  all  traversed  by 
excellent  highroads,  most  skilfully  constructed,  and  passable  for  heavy 
carriages.  To  these  may  now  be  added  the  Julier  and  Maloya.  The 
Albula,  Bernina,  Buflfalora,  practicable  for  light  chars :— and  the  Col  de 
Trient,  Col  de  Ferret,  Grand  St.  Bernard,  Col  de  Fengtre,  Cervin  (Matter- 
horn),  Moro,  Gries,  Niifanen,  Furca,  Grimsel,  Great  and  Little  Scheideck, 
Gemmi,  Rawyl,  Sanetsch,  Cheville,  Susten,  Surenen,  Briinig,  Septimer, 
Engstelen,  Jochli,  Klausen,  Oberalp,  Lukmanier,  Kistengrat,  Panix,  Segues, 
La  Foppa,  Lenzerheide,  Stutz,  Greina,  Vago,  Casanna,  Monte  del  Oro, 
Druser  and  Schweitzer-Thor,  Schlapiner  Joch,  &c.  &c.,  which  are  either 
bridle-paths  or  mere  footpaths,  and  more  or  less  difficult  and  dangerous. 

In  seeking  a  passage  over  the  Alps,  the  most  obvious  course  was  to  find 
out  the  valleys  which  penetrate  farthest  into  the  great  chain,  following 
the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  sources,  and  then  to  take  the  lowest  tra- 
versable part  in  order  to  descend  the  opposite  side.  The  variety  and 
sudden  transition  presented  by  such  a  route  are  highly  interesting.  In  the 
course  of  one  day's  journey  the  traveller  passes  from  the  climate  of  summer 
to  winter,  through  spring.  The  alteration  in  the  productions  keeps  pace 
with  that  of  the  temperature.  Leaving  behind  him  stubble-fields,  whence 
the  com  has  been  removed  and  housed,  he  comes  to  fields  yet  yellow  and 
waving  in  the  ear  ;  a  few  miles  farther  and  the  crop  is  still  green  ;  yet 
higher,  and  com  refuses  to  grow.  Before  quitting  the  region  of  com  he 
enters  one  of  dark,  apparently  interminable  forests  of  pine  and  larch, 
clothing  the  mountain-sides  in  a  sober  vestment.  Above  this  the  hay- 
makers are  collecting  the  short  grass,  the  only  produce  which  the  ground 
will  yield.  Yet  the  stranger  must  not  suppose  that  all  is  barrenness 
even  at  this  elevation.  It  seems  as  though  nature  were  determined  to 
make  one  last  effort  at  the  confines  of  the  region  of  vegetation.  From 
beneath  the  snow-bed,  and  on  the  very  verge  of  the  glacier,  the  profusion 
of  flowers,  their  great  variety,  and  surpassing  beauty,  are  exceedingly  sur- 
prising. Some  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  here  bom  to 
blush  unseen, — gentians  and  lilies,  hyacinths  and  blue-bells,  intermixed 
with  bushes  of  the  red  rhododendron,  the  loveliest  production  of  the  Alps, 
scattered  over  the  velvet  turf,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  carpet  of  richest 
pattern.  The  insect  world  is  not  less  abundant  and  varied, — thousands  of 
winged  creatures  are  seen  hovering  over  the  flowers,  enjoying  their  short 
existence,  for  the  summer  at  these  elevations  lasts  but  for  3  or  4  weeks  : 
the  rapid  progress  of  vegetation  to  maturity  is  equalled  by  the  rapidity  of 
its  decay,  and  in  8  or  10  days  flowers  and  butterflies  have  passed  away. 
Above  this  region  of  spring,  with  its  gush  of  springs,  its  young  herbage 
and  vivid  greensward,  its  hum  of  insects  just  burst  forth,  and  its  natural 
flower-beds  glittering  with  rain-drops,  that  of  winter  in  Lapland  or  Siberia 

•  Mr.Brockedon  has  Admirably  illustrated  them,  both  with  his  pencil  and  pen,  in  his  beautiful 
work  aititled  *  The  Passes  of  the  Alps,'  2  vols.  4to. 
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succeeds.  All  around  the  summit  of  a  pass  over  the  high  Alps  is  either 
snow,  glacier,  or  bare  rock.  The  only  plants  that  grow  are  dry  lichens, 
which  seem  intended  but  to  keep  up  the  semblance  of  vegetation,  and  to 
perpetuate  Nature's  cheerful  hues  of  green.  The  rarefied  air  is  icy  cold, 
and  exercise  and  quick  motion  are  necessary  to  keep  up  the  circulation  of 
the  blood.  The  agreeable  murmur  of  falling  water,  which  has  accom- 
panied the  traveller  hitherto  incessantly,  here  ceases,— all  is  solitude  and 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  marmot,  or  the  hoarse 
cawing  of  an  ill-omened  raven.  The  ptannigan  starts  up  from  among 
heaps  of  unmelted  snow  at  the  traveller's  approach,  and  the  lammergeyer 
(the  condor  of  the  Alps),  disturbed  in  his  repast  on  the  carcass  of  a  sheep 
or  cow,  is  seen  soaring  upwards  in  a  succession  of  corkscrew  sweeps  till  he 
gains  the  ridge  of  the  Alps,  and  then  disappears. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  gradations  which  the  stranger  encounters  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  on  a  single  pass  of  the  Alps  ;  but  the  most  striking 
change  of  all  is  that  from  the  region  of  snow  and  ice  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  to  the  sunny  clime  and  rich  vegetation  of  Italy,  which  await 
the  traveller  at  the  S.  foot  of  the  Alps.    (See  Rte.  59.) 

The  works  of  Nature,  however,  will  not  entirely  occupy  the  attention 
and  wonder  of  the  wanderer  in  such  a  pass  ;  at  least  a  share  will  be  de- 
manded for  admiration  of  the  works  of  man.  The  great  highways,  pass- 
able for  carriages,  over  the  high  Alps,  are,  indeed,  most  surprising  monu- 
ments of  human  skill  and  enterprise  in  surmounting  what  would  appear, 
at  first  sight,  to  be  intended  by  Nature  as  insurmoimtable.  These  proud 
constructions  of  art  thread  the  valleys,  cross  the  debris  of  rivers  on  long 
causeways,  skirt  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  with  walls  of  rock  tottering 
over  them,  and  torrents  thundering  below.  Where  the  steep  and  hard 
surface  of  the  cliff  has  not  left  an  inch  of  space  for  a  goat  to  climb  along, 
they  are  conducted  upon  high  terraces  of  solid  masonry,  or  through  a  notch 
blasted  by  gunpowder  in  the  wall  of  rock.  In  many  instances  a  projecting 
buttress  of  the  mountain  has  blocked  up  all  passage  for  ages,  saying  "  thus 
far  and  no  farther :"  the  skill  of  the  modern  engineer  has  pierced  through 
this  a  tunnel  or  gallery ;  and  the  difficulty  is  vanquished,  without  the 
least  change  in  the  level  of  the  road. 

Sometimes  an  impediment  of  this  nature  is  eluded  by  throwing  bridges 
over  the  dizzy  gorge,  and  shifting  the  road  from  side  to  side,  frequently 
2  or  3  times  within  the  space  of  half  a  mile.  Often  the  road  reaches  a 
spot  down  which  the  winter  avalanches  take  their  habitual  course  every 
year,  sweeping  everything  before  them,  and  which,  even  in  summer, 
appears  reeking  and  dripping  with  the  lingering  fragments  of  snow  which 
it  has  left  behind.  Will  not  so  irresistible  an  antagonist  arrest  the  course 
of  this  frail  undertaking  of  man  ?  Not  even  the  avalanche  ; — in  such  a 
situation  the  road  either  buries  itself  in  subterranean  galleries,  driven 
through  the  mountain,  or  is  sheltered  by  massive  arcades  of  masonry, 
sometimes  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Over  these  the 
avalanche  glides  harmlessly,  and  is  turned  into  the  depths  below. 

Every  opportunity  is  seized  of  gaining,  by  easy  ascents,  a  higher  level 
for  the  road ;  at  length  comes  the  main  ascent,  the  central  ridge,  to  be 
surmounted  only  by  hard  climbing.  This  is  overcome  by  a  succession  of 
zigzag  terraces,  called  toumiqiiets  or  giravoUe,  connected  together  by  wide 
curves,  to  allow  carriages  to  turn  easily  and  rapidly.  So  skilful  is  their  con- 
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struction,  with  such  easy  bends  and  so  gradual  a  slope,  that  in  many  Alpine 
roads  the  postilions,  with  horses  accustomed  to  the  road,  trot  down  at  a 
rapid  pace.  Sometimes  as  many  as  50  of  these  zigzags  succeed  one 
another  without  interruption ;  and  the  traveller,  as  he  passes  backwards 
and  forwards,  hovering  over  the  valley,  is  as  though  suspended  to  a 
pendulum,  and  swinging  to  and  fro.  The  road  itself  has  a  most  singular 
api^earance,  twisted  about  like  an  uncoiled  rope  or  a  riband  imwound. 
"  0*er  the  Simplon,  o'er  the  Spliigen  winds 

A  path  of  pleasure.    Like  a  silver  zone 

Flung  about  carelessly,  it  shines  afar. 

Catching  the  eye  in  many  a  broken  link, 

In  many  a  turn  and  traverse  as  it  g'ides; 

And  oft  above  and  oft  below  appears. 

Seen  o'er  the  wall  by  one  who  journeys  up 

As  though  it  were  another,  through  the  wild, 

Leading  along,  he  knows  not  whence  or  whither. 

Yet  through  its  fairy  course  go  where  it  will, 

The  torrent  stops  it  not,  the  rugged  rock 

Opens  and  lets  it  in,  and  on  it  runs. 

Winning  ifs  easy  way  from  clime  to  chm6, 

Through  glens  locked  up  before." — Rogers, 

The  tmvelling-carriage  descends  sometimes  rapidly  and  without  inter- 
ruption for  an  hour.  A  drag  of  tempered  iron  is  quickly  worn  down,  in 
that  time,  as  thin  as  the  blade  of  a  knife,  so  great  is  the  friction.  It  is 
advisable  to  substitute  for  the  iron  drag  a  wooden  sabot,  formed  of  the 
section  of  a  fir-tree,  with  a  groove  cut  in  the  centre  to  admit  the  wheel. 

The  winter's  snow  usually  falls  upon  the  Alpine  passes  more  than 
5000  ft.  high  about  the  second  week  in  October  (sometimes  earlier),  and 
continues  till  the  first  or  second  week  in  Jtme.  Yet  even  after  this,  the 
passage  across  the  neck  or  Col,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  stopped,  except  for  a 
few  days,  until  the  snow  can  be  cleared  away.  In  some  of  the  minor  passes, 
indeed,  traversed  by  a  mere  rough  footpath  or  bridle-path,  the  traffic  is 
much  increased  after  the  fall  of  the  snow,  which,  by  filling  up  depressions 
and  smoothing  the  way,  permits  the  ^transport  of  heavy  merchandise  on 
sledges,  which  move  easily  over  the  surface  as  soon  as  it  is  hardened. 

Along  the  lines  of  the  great  carriage-roads  strong  houses  are  erected  at 
intervals,  called  Maisons  de  Befuge,  Case  di  Bicovero,  occupied  by  jjersons 
called  Cantonniers,  who  are  employed  in  mending  the  road  and  keeping  it 
free  from  snow  in  winter,  and  are  also  paid  to  assist  travellers  in  danger 
during  snow-storms. 

As  near  as  possible  to  the  summit  of  the  pass  a  Hospice  is  generally 
erected,  usually  occupied  by  a  band  of  charitable  monks,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Great  St.  Bernard,  the  Simplon,  Cenis,  St.  Gothard,  &c.  The  direction 
of  the  road  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  marked  by  a  line  of  tall  poles, 
wliich  project  above  the  snow,  and,  from  being  painted  black,  are  easily 
recognised.  Patrols  are  sent  out  from  the  hospice  in  tempestuous  weather, 
when  the  tourmente  is  raging  and  the  mist  and  falling  snow  hide  the  land- 
marks, to  guide  the  travellers  on  their  way  and  rescue  those  in  dan<yer.  Bells 
are  also  rung  at  such  times,  that  the  sound  may  aid  when  the  sight  fails. 

The  morning  after  a  fall  of  snow  labourers  and  peasants  are  assembled 
from  all  sides  to  shovel  it  off  from  the  road.  AVhere  it  is  not  very  deep,  it  is 
cleared  away  by  a  snow-plough  drawn  by  6  or  8  oxen.     As  the  winter 
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advances  and  fresh  falls  occur,  the  snow  accumulates,  and  the  road  near 
the  summit  of  a  pass  presents  the  singular  aspect  of  a  path  or  lane  cut 
between  walls  of  snow  sometimes  10  or  20  ft.  high.  Carriages  are  taken 
off  their  wheels  and  fastened  upon  sledges  ;  ropes  are  attached  to  the  roof, 
which  are  held  by  6  or  8  sturdy  guides  running  along  on  each  side,  to 
prevent  the  vehicle  upsetting  and  rolling  over  the  slippery  ice  down  a 
precipice.  In  this  manner  very  high  passes  are  crossed  in  the  depth  of 
winter  with  little  risk.  The  spring  is  a  season  during  which  far  greater 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  avalanches  which  then  fall. 

§  16.   CHALETS  AND  PASTURAGES. 

From  the  mountainous  nature  of  Switzerland  and  its  high  elevation^ 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface,  more  than  1800  ft.  above  the  sea,  which  is 
not  bare  rock,  is  pasture-land.  The  wealth  of  the  people,  like  that  of  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  in  a  great  measure  lies  in  cattle  and  their  produce,  on  which 
account  the  pastoral  life  of  the  Swiss  deserves  some  attention.  The  bright 
verdure  of  the  meadows  which  clothe  the  valleys  of  Switzerland  is  one  of 
the  distinguishing  features  of  the  country  ;  and  the  music  of  the  cow-bells, 
borne  along  by  the  evening  breeze,  is  one  of  the  sweetest  sounds  that  greet 
the  traveller's  ear. 

The  Alps,  or  mountain-pasturages,  for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Alp  in  Switzerland  and  Tyrol,  are  either  the  property  of  individuals  or  erf 
the  commune  ;  to  a  certain  extent  common  land,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbouring  town  or  village  have  the  right  of  pasturing  a  certain 
number  of  head  of  cattle. 

"  In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  young 
grass  sprouts  up,  the  cattle  are  sent  from  the  villages  up  to  the  first  and 
lower  pastures.  Should  a  certain  portion  of  these  be  exhausted,  they 
change  their  quarters  to  another  part  of  the  motmtain.  Here  they  stay 
till  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  when  the  cattle  are  driven  to  the 
middle  ranges  of  pastures.  That  portion  of  the  herds  intended  for  a  summer 
campaign  on  the  highest  Alps  remain  here  till  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
on  the  4th  of  that  month  generally  ascend  to  them ;  return  to  the  middle 
range  of  pastures  about  7  or  8  weeks  afterwards,  spend  there  about  14  days 
or  3  weeks,  to  eat  the  aftergrass  ;  and  finally  return  into  the  valleys  about 
the  10th  or  11th  of  October,  where  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
villages  till  driven  by  the  snow  and  tempests  of  winter  into  the  stables. 

"  That  portion  of  the  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  not  destined 
to  pass  the  summer  on  the  higher  Alps,  and  are  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  the  village  with  milk  and  l3utter,  descend  from  the  middle  pastures  on 
the  4th  of  July  into  the  valley,  and  consume  the  grass  upon  the  pasturage 
belonging  to  the  commune,  till  the  winter  drives  them  under  shelter.  The 
very  highest  Alpine  pasturages  are  never  occupied  more  than  3  or  4  weeks 
at  the  furthest.'* — Latrobe, 

Sometimes  the  owners  of  the  cattle  repair  in  person  to  the  Alps,  and 
pass  the  summer  among  them  along  with  their  families,  superintending  the 
herdsmen,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  The  best  cheeses 
are  made  upon  pastures  3000  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  in  the  vales  of  Simmen 
and  Saanen  (Gruycre)  and  in  the  Emmenthal.  The  best  cows  there  yield, 
in  summer,  between  20  lbs.  and  40  lbs.  of  milk  daily,  and  each  cow  pro- 
duces, by  the  end  of  the  season  of  4  months,  on  an  average,  2  cwt.  of  cheese. 
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The  life  of  the  cowherd  (Fr.  Vacker^  Germ.  Senner)  is  by  no  means  such 
an  existence  of  pleasure  as  romances  in  general,  and  that  of  Bousseau  in 
particular,  have  represented  it.  His  labours  are  arduous  and  constant ; 
he  has  to  collect  80  or  90  cows  twice  a-<lay,  to  be  milked,  to  look  after 
stragglers,  to  make  the  cheese,  and  keep  all  the  utensils  employed  in  the 
process  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  cleanliness. 

The  Chalet  (Germ.  Sennhiitte)  in  which  he  resides  is  literally  a  log-hut, 
formed  of  trunks  of  pines,  notched  at  the  extremities  so  as  to  fit  into  one 
another  at  the  angles  of  the  building,  where  they  cross  :  it  has  a  low  flat 
roof,  weighted  with  stones  to  keep  fast  the  shingle-roof  and  prevent  its 
being  blown  away  by  the  wind.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  rarely  air-tight 
or  water-tight.  The  interior  is  usually  blackened  with  smoke  and  very 
dirty,  boasting  of  scarcely  any  furniture,  except,  perhaps,  a  table  and  rude 
bench,  and  the  apparatus  of  the  dairy,  including  a  huge  kettle  for  heating 
the  milk.  A  truss  of  straw,  in  the  loft  above,  serves  the  inmates  for  a 
bed.  The  ground  around  the  hut  on  the  outside  is  usually  poached  by 
the  feet  of  the  cattle,  and  the  heaps  of  mud  and  dung  render  it  difficult  to 
approach  the  door.  This  description  aj^lies  to  the  commoner  sort  of 
cMlets  ;  those  in  which  the  owners  themselves  reside  are  generally  better, 
but  they  are  also  less  numerous.  There  is  another  kind  of  chalet,  a  mere 
shed  or  bam,  in  which  the  hay  is  housed  until  the  winter,  when  it  is  con- 
veyed over  the  snow  in  sledges  down  to  the  villages  below.  A  pastoral 
Swiss  valley  is  usually  speckled  over  with  huts  of  this  kind,  giving  it  the 
appearance,  to  a  stranger,  of  being  much  more  populous  than  it  is  in 
reality :  in  the  Simmenthal  alone  there  are,  it  is  said,  10,000  chalets. 

The  herdsmen  shift  their  habitations  from  the  lower  to  the  upx>er  pas- 
turages, as  their  cattle  ascend  and  descend  the  Alps,  at  different  seasons, 
and  they  sometimes  have  2  or  3  places  of  temporary  abode.  The  weary 
traveller  in  search  of  repose  or  refreshment,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  is 
often  disappointed,  on  approaching  what  he  conceives  to  be  a  human 
habitation,  to  find  either  that  it  is  a  mere  hay-bam,  or  else  a  deserted 
chalet ;  and  thereby  leams,  with  much  mortification,  that  he  has  still 
some  tedious  miles  to  trudge  before  he  can  reach  the  first  permanently 
occupied  dwelling.  What  an  agreeable  contrast  to  reach  a  well-appointed 
chalet  of  the  better  sort,  where  delicious  milk,  cooled  in  the  mountain 
stream,  fresh  butter,  bread,  and  cheese,  are  spread  out  on  a  clean  napkin 
before  the  hungry  and  tired  stranger  ! 

The  cattle  are  frequently  enticed  home,  at  milking-time,  by  the  offer  of 
salt,  which  they  relish  highly,  and  which  is,  besides,  considered  whole- 
some. The  allowance  for  a  cow,  in  some  parts  of  Switzerland,  is  4  lbs,  or 
5  lbs.  of  salt  in  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

§  17.   GLACIERS*  (germ.  GLETSCHBR  :  ITAL.  GHIACCIAIA). 

The  Glaciers  are  one  of  the  most  sublime  features  of  the  Alps,  and  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  phenomena  of  nature.  A  glacier  may  be  described  as 
a  stream  of  ice,  descending  into  the  valleys  of  high  mountain  chains,  fed  by 

*  The  l)est  information  respecting  slaciers  is  to  be  found  in  Professor  Forbes'  "  Travels  in  the 
Alps,"  already  alluded  to ;  in  Agassi z's  ** Etudes  sur  les  Glaciers,"  and  in  Hugi's  '* Naturhis- 
tonsche  Alpenrelse ;"  but  the  groundwork  is  the  excellent  description  of  Saussure  in  his 
«  Voyage  dans  les  Alpes."  l»cal  names  for  glaciers  in  Tyrol,  Fim  ;  in  Carinthia,  Khs  ;  in  the 
Grisons.  Wader  or  Vedreg ;  in  part  of  Italy.  Vedretto  ;  in  tlie  Vallais,  Biegno ;  in  Piedmont, 
Raize ;  in  the  Pyrenees,  SemeiUe. 


§  17.— GLACIERS.  liii 

tlie  snow  wMch  occupies  their  tops  and  fills  the  hollows  and  clefts  between 
their  peaks  and  ridges ;  what  it  loses  at  its  lower  end  by  the  increased 
temperature  is  supplied  by  the  snow  which  falls  during  the  succeeding 
winters.  The  accumulated  snow  which  falls  during  nine  months  of  the 
year  on  the  higher  summits  and  valleys,  remains  for  some  time  a  dry  and 
loose  powder,  until  the  heat  of  the  summer  sun  begins  to  melt  it,  and  the 
rains,  also  penetrating  it,  convert  it  into  a  slushy  mass,  which  the  suc- 
ceeding frosts  consolidate,  first  a  granular  heap,  and  afterwards,  in  conse- 
quence of  repeated  thawings  and  freezings,  the  whole  undergoes  a  fresh 
crystallization,  being  converted  into  ice  of  a  coarser  grain  and  less  compact 
substance  than  common  ice.  There  appears  to  be  a  regular  transition  from 
the  loose  powdery  snow  to  the  more  dense  ice  of  the  glacier.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Alps,  indeed,  have  distinct  terms  for  these  modifications  of 
the  snowy  covering  of  the  high  Alps.  The  upper  granular  and  uncon- 
solidated part  they  call  Fim^  or  N^v^  in  French,  and  apply  the  term 
Glacier  (Gletscher)  to  the  lower  limbs  of  more  solid  ice,  which  stretch 
down  into  the  valleys.  The  Firn,  or  N^v^,  is  a  region  of  complete  deso- 
lation ;  no  animal  intrudes  upon  it  save  a  chance  insect,  and  only  the 
scantiest  lichens  appear  on  the  rocks  around  it.  The  firn  occurs  only  at  a 
height  where  the  snow  which  falls  in  the  winter  does  not  entirely  dis- 
appear in  the  course  of  the  following  year ;  while  that  which  falls  on  the 
lower  glacier  is  almost  always  melted  in  the  course  of  the  following 
summer,  and  never  combines  with  the  ice.  Hugi  maintains  that  the  point 
at  which  firn  changes  to  glacier  is  invariable  among  the  Alps ;  and  his 
investigations  fix  it  at  an  elevation  of  about  7800  ft.  above  the  sea-level.* 

Escher  has  computed  the  number  of  glaciers  among  the  Swiss  Alps  at 
600,  and  the  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  them  at  50  German  square  m. ; 
this,  however,  must  be  but  a  vague  estimate.  They  vary  from  a  few 
square  yards  to  acres  and  miles  in  extent,  covering,  in  some  instance^, 
whole  districts,  filling  up  entirely  the  elevated  hollows  and  basins  between 
the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  Alps,  and  sending  forth  arms  and  branches 
into  the  inhabited  valleys,  below  the  region  of  forests,  and  as  far  down  as 
the  level  at  which  com  will  grow. 

It  is  such  offsets  of  the  glacier  as  these  that  are  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  traveller  from  the  villages  of  Chamouni,  Zermatt,  and  Grindelwald. 
These,  however,  are,  as  it  were,  but  the  skirts  and  fringes  of  that  vast  ever- 
lasting drapery  of  ice  which  clothes  all  the  upper  region  of  the  Alps.  These 
fields  or  tracts  of  uninterrupted  glacier  have  been  called  "  Seas  of  Ice  " 
(Mers  de  Glace,  Eismeeren),  and  there  are  three  such  among  the  Swiss 
and  Savoyard  Alps,  which  merit  especial  mention;  that  around  Mont 
Blanc,  that  around  the  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Cervin,  and  that  of  the 
Bernese   Oberland,  around  the  Finster-Aar-Hom.     The  last  sends  out 

•  A  serious  error  is  conveyed  by  the  common  expression,  **  the  line  of  perpetual  snow,"  or, 
"  where  snow  never  melts. '  There  is  no  spot  on  the  Alps,  nor  on  any  other  snow-clad  moun- 
tains, where  snow  does  not  melt  under  the  influence  of  a  summer  sun  at  mid-day.  It  metis 
even  on  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  ;  but  there,  and  on  the  summits  of  the  other  high  Alps,  the  accu- 
mulation of  snow  is  so  great,  and  the  duration  of  the  sun's  heat  so  short,  that,  in  the  end,  there 
is  far  more  snow  than  tne  sun  can  dissolve.  What  is  filled  "  the  snow  tine"  does  not  depend  on 
elevation  alone,  and  can  be  taken  only  as  a  very  general  test  of  it.  Independent  of  its  variation, 
according  to  the  d^i^ree  of  latitude  in  which  the  mountain  is  situated,  it  varies  on  the  two  sides 
of  the  same  mountain,  being  higher  on  the  S.  side  than  the  N.  '1  he  snow  will  likewise  rest 
longer,  and  extend  lower  down,  upon  a  mountain  of  granite  than  upon  one  of  limestone,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  two  rocks  are  good  or  bad  conductors  of  heat,  and  this  is  the  case  even  in  con- 
tiguous mountains,  members  of  the  same  chain. 
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no  less  than  13  branches,  and  its  extent  has  been  estimated  at  125 
square  m. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  the  glaciers  has  been  commonly  estimated  at 
between  600  and  800  ft.  Hugi  rarely  met  with  any  thicker  than  150  ft. ; 
he  calculates  the  average  depth  at  between  60  and  100  ft.,  and  the 
greatest  thickness  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on  the  K.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  is 
estimated  by  Forbes  at  350  ft.  deep.  Saussure  had  calculated  it  at  600 
ft.  Agassiz  assures  us  that  there  are  holes  in  the  Aar  glader  780  ft.  deep. 
Notwithstanding  their  great  extent  and  solidity,  the  glaciers  are  under- 
going a  perpetual  process  of  renovation  and  destruction.  The  arms  or 
skirts  descending  into  the  lower  valleys  are  gradually  dissolved  by  the  in- 
creased temperature  which  prevails  at  so  low  a  level.  The  sunmaer  sun, 
aided  by  particular  winds,  acts  upon  the  surface,  so  that,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  it  abounds  in  pools,  and  is  traversed  by  rills  of  water.  The  con- 
stant evaporation,  from  every  part  exposed  to  the  air,  produces  great 
diminution  in  the  upper  beds  ;  the  temperature  of  the  earth,  also,  which 
is  at  all  seasons  greater  than  that  of  ice,  melts  yearly  a  small  portion  of  its 
lower  surface,  reiiucing  the  bulk  and  height  of  the  glacier,  which,  towards 
the  end  of  summer,  is  many  feet  lowered  and  shrunken.  The  vacancy 
thus  caused  is  entirely  filled  up  from  above  by  the  winter's  snow  falling 
upon  the  mountain-tops,  and  on  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  is  drifted  into  the  higher  valleys,  and  pressed  down  by  its  own 
weight.  Henceforth  the  ice-stream,  like  the  river,  moves  onward  steadily 
by  day  and  night,  and  even  in  the  winter,  though  its  progress  is  slower, 
**  The  glacier's  cold  and  restless  mass 
«Moves  onward  day  by  day." — Byron. 
It  is  also  sensibly  retarded  by  hard  frost,  and  accelerated  by  thaw. 

The  cause  of  the  movement  of  glaciers  has  been  much  discussed  and 
variously  explained.  De  Saussure  supposed  that  it  proceeds  from  their 
weight  alone,  and  that  they  slide  down  the  inclined  surface  of  the  valleys, 
aided  by  the  ice  melting  below,  in  contact  with  the  earth.  Others  have 
thought  that  the  descent  was  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  glacier,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  that  penetrates  the  mass  of  ice,  alternately  thawing 
and  freezing.  The  third,  and  apparently  the  correct  theory  of  their  motion, 
the  result  of  patient  and  acute  study  of  glacier  phenomena,  is  that  of  Pro- 
fessor Forbes,  who  asserts  that  "  a  glacier  is  an  imperfect  fluid,  or  viscous 
body,  which  is  urged  down  slopes  of  a  certain  inclination  by  the  mutual 
pressure  of  its  parts  ;"  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  lava  descends  from 
the  mouth  of  a  volcano,  or  honey  would  flow  from  a  jar  overset.  Professor 
Forbes  elsewhere  explains  that  "  a  glacier  is  not  coherent  ice  (like  the  ice 
of  a  river),  but  a  granular  compound  of  ice  and  water,  possessing,  under 
certain  circumstances,  especially  when  much  saturated  with  water,  a  rude 
flexibility,  sensible  even  to  the  band."  This  viscous  character  of  the 
glacier  alone  will  account  for  its  passing  through  straits  formed  by  pro- 
jecting rocks,  which  contract  the  width  of  its  bed  sometimes  to  one-half  of 
its  expanse  in  the  upper  part  of  a  valley,  and  around  promontories  which 
intrude  to  turn  it  out  of  its  course.  From  observations  made  by  Forbes 
on  the  Mer  de  Glace,  the  rate  of  progress  of  that  glacier  was  found  to  be 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  2  ft.  in  24  hours.  The  centre  of  the  ice- stream  moves 
quicker  than  the  sides,  and,  in  fact,  drags  them  after  it,  as  would  be  the 
ase  with  any  other  semi-fluid. 
The  surface  of  the  mountain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  a  glacier,  however 
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bard,  is  subjected  to  an  extraordinary  process  of  grinding  and  polisbing 
from  tbe  vast  masses  of  ice  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  harder  fra^ 
ments,  such  as  granite  and  quartz,  interposed  between  the  ice  and  the 
rock,  act  like  diamonds  on  glass,  and  scratch  deep  and  long  grooves  on  the 
surface.  The  seat  of  ancient  glaciers,  which  have  now  entirely  disappeared, 
may  still  be  discovered  by  the  furrows  left  behind  them  on  the  rocks. 

The  nature  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  ice  depends  partly  upon  that  of 
the  ground  on  whfch  it  rests  :  where  it  is  even,  or  neaxly  so,  the  ice  is 
smooth  and  level ;  but  whenever  the  supporting  surface  becomes  slanting 
or  uneven,  the  glacier  begins  to  split  and  gape  in  all  directions.  As  it 
approaches  a  steeper  declivity  or  precipice,  the  layers  of  ice  are  displaced, 
upheaved,  and  squeezed  one  above  another ;  they  rise  in  toppling  crags, 
obelisks,  and  towers  of  the  most  fantastic  shapes,  varying  in  height  from 
20  to  80  ft.  Being  unequally  melted  by  the  wind  and  sun,  they  are 
continually  tottering  to  their  fall,  either  by  their  own  weight,  or  the  pres- 
sure of  other  masses,  and,  tumbling  headlong,  are  shivered  to  atoms  with 
a  roar  like  thimder. 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  glacier  passes  over  two  or  more  steep 
declivities,  these  aiguilles  and  obelisks  of  ice  being  pressed  together  at  the 
bottom  of  the  descent,  close  up  again,  and,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the 
mountain  below  them  is  level,  assume  a  nearly  level  and  compact  character 
on  their  own  surface. 

The  glaciers  assume  this  fractured  character  only  when  the  foundation 
on  which  they  rest  is  very  uneven,  generally  near  their  lower  extremity, 
when  they  begin  to  bend  down  towards  the  valley. 

The  Crevasses,  or  fissures,  which  traverse  the  uj^r  portion  of  the 
glacier,  before  it  becomes  entirely  fractured  and  disruptured,  run  in  a 
transverse  directicm,  never  extendjug  quite  across  the  ice-field,  but  nar- 
rowing out  at  the  extremities,,  so  that  when  they  gape  too  wide  to  leap 
across,  they  may  always  be  turned  by  following  them  to  their  termi- 
nation. These  rents  and  fissures  are  the  chief  source  of  danger  to  those 
who  cross  the  glaciers ;  sometimes,  from  their  numbers,  monotonous 
sameness  of  appearance,  and  perplexing  confusion,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller is  nearly  bewildered,  and  even  the  most  experienced  guides  are  fre- 
quently at  fault  and  lose  their  way,  and  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
extricating  themselves  from  their  intricacies.  Sometimes  the  crevasses  are 
concealed  by  a  treacherous  coating  of  snow ;  and  many  a  bold  chamois- 
hunter  has  found  a  grave  in  their  recesses.  Ebel  mentions  an  instance  of 
a  shepherd,  in  1787,  who,  in  driving  his  flock  over  the  ice  to  a  high  pas- 
turage, had  the  misfortune  to  tumble  into  one  of  these  clefts.  He  fell  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  torrent  which  flowed  under  the  glacier,  and,  by  following 
its  bed  under  the  vault  of  ice,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
with  a  broken  arm.  The  man's  name  was  Christian  Boven:  he  was 
living  in  1849,  and  acted  as  guide  to  the  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald. 
More  melancholy  was  the  fate  of  M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay :  he  was 
engaged  in  making  some  scientific  researches  upon  the  glacier,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  leaning  over  to  examine  a  singular  well-shaped  aperture  in  the 
ice,  when  the  staff  on  which  he  rested  gave  way ;  he  was  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  his  lifeless  and  mangled  body  was  recovered  from  the 
depths  of  the  glacier  a  few  days  after. 

These  crevasses,  though  chiefly  formed  mechanically  by  the  movement 
of  the  glacier,  and  the  unequal  pressure  of  its  different  parta,  are  greatly 
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influenced  by  the  action  of  the  sun  and  wind.  The  S.E.  wind,  in  Uri  and 
among  the  Bernese  Alps,  is  very  instrumental  in  causing  the  glacier  to 
split,  and  the  loud  reports  thus  occasioned,  called  by  the  herdsmen  the 
growlings  (bruUen)  of  the  glacier,  are  regarded  as  a  sign  of  bad  weather. 
The  traveller  who  ventures  to  cross  any  of  the  larger  glaciers  may,  at 
times,  both  hear  and  see  the  fissures  widening  around  him.  The  crevasses 
exhibit  in  perfection  the  beautiful  azure  Uue  colour  of  the  glacier ;  the 
cause  of  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  Tor.  It  is  the  same 
tint  of  ultramarine  which  the  Rhone  exhibits  at  Geneva,  after  leaving 
all  its  impurities  behind  it  in  the  lake ;  and  the  writer  has  even  ob- 
served the  same  beautiful  tint  in  footmarks  and  holes  made  in  fresh- 
fallen  snow,  not  more  than  a  foot  deep,  among  the  high  Alps  on  the 
borders  of  Tyrol. 

The  traveller  who  has  only  read  of  glaciers  is  often  disappointed  at  the 
first  sight  of  them,  by  the  appearance  of  their  surface,  which  is  rough, 
tossed  about  in  hillocks  and  gullies,  and,  except  when  covered  with  fresh- 
fallen  snow,  or  at  very  great  heights,  has  none  of  the  purity  which  might 
be  expected  from  fields  of  ice.  On  the  contrary,  it  exhibits  a  surface  of 
dirty  white,  soiled  with  mud,  and  often  covered  with  stones  and  gravel. 
Such  beds  of  stone,  dirt,  and  rubbish  are  common  to  most  glaciers,  and  are 
called  Moraines,  running  along  the  glacier  in  parallel  lines  at  the  sides 
(called  lateral  Moraines,  German  Gandecken)  ;  or  in  the  middle  {medial 
Moraines,  in  German  Ouffer),  and  frontal  or  end  Moraines.  They  are 
formed  in  the  following  manner : — The  edges  of  the  glacier,  at  its  upper 
extremity,  receive  the  fragments  of  rock  detached  from  the  mountains 
around  by  the  destructive  agency  of  moisture  and  frost ;  but  as  the  glacier 
itself  is  constantly  descending,  this  fallen  rubbish  goes  along  with  it,  in- 
creased from  behind  by  the  d<^ris  of  each  succeeding  winter,  so  that  it  forms  a 
nearly  uninterrupted  line  from  the  top  of  the  ice-field  to  the  bottom. 
Wherever  the  glacier  from  one  valley  meets  that  of  another,  the  moraines 
from  the  two  unite  and  form  one,  running  down  the  centre  of  the  united 
glacier  instead  of  along  its  margin,  as  before.  Such  a  confluence  of  mo- 
raines is  well  seen  on  the  glacier  of  the  Aar  (Route  28)  ;  and  upon  the 
great  glaciers  descending  from  Monte  Rosa  (Route  106)  six  or  eight  may 
be  seen  running  side  by  side,  each  traceable  to  its  origin  by  the  nature  of 
the  rocks  composing  it. 

"  The  moraines  remain  upon  the  surface  of  the  glacier,  and,  unless 
after  a  very  long  or  very  uneven  course,  they  are  not  dissipated  or  in- 
gulfed. On  the  contrary,  the  largest  stones  attain  a  conspicuous  pre- 
eminence ;  the  heaviest  moraine,  far  from  indenting  the  surface  of  the  ice, 
or  sinking  amongst  its  substance,  rides  upon  an  icy  ridge  as  an  excrescence, 
which  gives  to  it  the  character  of  a  colossal  back-bone  of  the  glacier,  or 
sometimes  appears  like  a  noble  causeway,  fit,  indeed,  for  giants,  stretching 
away  for  leagues  over  monotonous  ice,  with  a  breadth  of  some  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  raised  from  50  to  80  ft.  above  its  general  level.  Almost  every 
stone,  however,  rests  upon  ice ;  the  mound  is  not  a  mound  of  d^ris,  as  it 
might  at  first  sight  appear." — Fm-hes. 

A  singular  circumstance  occurs  when  a  single  large  mass  of  rock  has  fallen 
upon  the  glacier ;  the  shade  and  protection  from  the  sun's  rays  afibrded  by 
the  stone  prevents  the  ice  on  which  it  rests  fr'^m  melting,  and,  while  the 
surface  around  is  gradually  lowered,  it  remains  supported  on  a  pedestal  or 
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table,  like  a  xnushroom  on  a  stalk,  often  attaining  a  height  of  several  feet. 
The  glaciers  of  the  Aar  furnish  fine  examples  of  these  taUes  des  glacier's, 
as  they  are  called.  The  surface  of  the  glacier  has  been  ascertained  to  lose 
3  ft.  of  surface  by  melting  in  as  many  weeks.  An  exactly  opposite  phe- 
nomenon occurs  when  a  small  stone,  not  more  than  an  inch  thick,  rests 
upon  the  ice.  As  it  absorbs  the  sun's  rays  with  greater  rapidity  than  ice, 
not  merely  its  surface  but  its  entire  substance  is  warmed  through,  and 
instead  of  protecting  it  melts  the  ice  below  it,  and  gradually  sinks,  forming 
a  hole  which  not  unfrequently  pierces  the  glacier  through  and  through. 
When  a  leaf,  insect,  or  such  light  body  falls  upon  the  ice,  it  gradually 
sinks,  and  &t  length  disappears. 

The  occurrence  of  Red  Snow,  which  at  one  time  was  treated  with  incre- 
dulity, is  common  among  the  High  Alps,  and  is  produced  either  by  minute 
insects  and  their  eggs,  or  by  a  species  of  fungus,  called  Palmella  Nivalis,  or 
Protoooccus,  a  true  vegetable,  which  plants  itself  on  the  surface  of  the  snow, 
takes  root,  germinates,  produces  seed,  and  dies.  In  the  state  of  germi- 
nation it  imparts  a  pale  carmine  tint  to  the  snow :  this  increases,  as  the 
plant  comes  to  maturity,  to  a  deep  crimson  blush,  which  gradually  fades, 
and,  as  the  plant  decays,  becomes  a  black  dust  or  mould.  By  collecting 
some  of  the  coloured  snow  in  a  bottle,  and  pouring  it  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
the  form  of  the  plant  may  be  discovered  with  a  microscope,  as  soon  as 
the  water  has  evaporated. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  melting  of 
the  lower  portion  of  the  glacier  is  filled  up  by  the  winter  snow  from  above. 
But,  as  may  be  supposed,  it  often  happens,  after  mild  winters  and  warm 
summers,  that  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  void,  and  vice  versa :  after 
severe  winters  and  rainy  summers,  the  glacier  is  overloaded,  as  it  were: 
indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  an  exact  equilibrium  of  supply  and  con- 
sumption should  be  preserved.  Yet  it  seems  probable,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  the  subject,  that  there  is  no  material  variation  either  in  the 
extent  or  position  of  the  glaciers  among  the  Alps.  The  glaciers  through- 
out the  Alps  appear  to  have  made  a  general  movement  in  advance  between 
the  years  1817  and  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  six  pre- 
ceding summers.  The  glaciers  of  Bossons  and  des  Bois,  in  the  valley  of 
Chamouni,  and  that  of  Grindelwald,  in  the  Bernese  Alps,  extended  so  far 
in  width  as  well  as  length,  as  to  overthrow  large  trees  of  the  growth  of 
many  centuries.  Afterwards  they  began  to  retreat,  and  soon  regained 
their  original  limits.  Instances  have  occurred  of  the  sudden  advance  of  a 
glacier,  as  in  the  Gadmenthal  (Route  32),  where  a  road  has  been  destroyed 
by  this  cause,  and  even  of  the  formation  of  new  glaciers  within  the 
memory  of  man,  as  in  the  Upper  Engadine  (?),  and  at  the  base  of  the 
Titlis :  but  these  have  been  followed  by  a  similar  retrocession,  and  the 
newly  formed  ice-fields  are  rarely  permanent.  It  is  certain  that,  at  present, 
both  the  Mer  de  Glace,  under  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  Grindelwald  Glacier, 
appear  to  have  shrunk,  and  sunk  considerably  below  the  level  they  once 
attained  ;  but  this  may  be  merely  temporary,  or  even  only  their  dimensions 
in  summer,  when  most  reduced.  Another  circumstance  has  been  lost 
sight  of  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  viz.,  that  the  erosive  powers 
of  the  ice  perj^etually  grinding  down  the  surface  of  the  rock  beneath  it 
may  have,  in  many  instances,  considerably  enlarged  the  bed  of  the  glacier. 

Professors  Agassiz,  Forbes,  and  Hugi  have  made  some  interesting  ex- 
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periments  and  observations  upon  the  movement  and  rate  of  progress  of 
the  glaciers.  In  1829  Hugi  noted  the  position  of  numerous  loose  blockd 
lying  on  the  surface  of  the  lower  glacier  of  the  Aar,  relatively  to  the  fixes 
rocks  at  its  sides.  He  also  measured  the  glacier  and  erected  signal-posts 
on  it.  In  1836  he  found  everything  altered ;  many  of  the  loose  blocks 
had  moved  off  and  entirely  disappeared,  along  with  the  ice  that  supported 
them.  A  hut,  which  he  had  hastily  erected,  to  shelter  himself  and  his 
companions,  had  advanced  2184  ft.  A  mass  of  granite,  containing  26,000 
cubic  ft.,  originally  buried  under  the  snow  of  the  fim,  which  had  become 
converted  into  glacier,  had  not  only  been  raised  to  the  surface,  but  was 
elevated  above  it,  in  the  air,  upon  two  pedestals,  or  pillars,  of  ice ;  so  that 
a  large  party  might  have  found  shelter  under  it.  A  signal-post,  stuck 
into  a  mass  of  granite,  had  not  only  made  as  great  an  advance  as  the  hut, 
but  the  distance  between  it  and  the  hut  had  been  increased  760  ft.  by  the 
expansion  of  the  glacier.  In  1839  M.  Agassiz  found  that  Hugi's  cabin 
had  advanced  4400  ft.  from  the  position  it  originally  occupied,  when  first 
built  in  1827 ;  and  in  1840  it  was  200  ft.  lower.  Hugi's  observations  on 
the  Aar  glacier  give  as  its  rate  of  motion  240  ft.  per  annum.  Professor 
Forbes'  more  recent  and  precise  experiments  have  ascertained  the  daily 
motion  of  the  ice  on  the  Mer  de  Glace,  have  proved  that  it  proceeds 
regularly,  and  not  by  fits  and  starts,  but  accelerated  in  speed  by  thaws 
and  retarded  by  frosts,  and  that  the  motion  is  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  glacier.  The  advance  of  the  ice-field  of  the  Mer  de  Glace  is  cal- 
culated at  between  400  and  500  ft.  yearly. 

At  the  extremity  of  almost  all  glaciers  a  high  traverse  ridge  of  rubbish, 
called  The  Terminal  Moraine,  exists  ;  it  consists  of  the  fragments  of  rock 
which  have  fallen  from  the  surrounding  mountains,  the  transported  d^iis 
of  the  Guffer  (or  lateral  and  medial  moraines),  and  of  masses  detached  by 
the  glacier  itself.  These  are  heaped  up  sometimes  to  a  height  of  80  or  100 
ft.  Not  unfrequently  there  are  3  or  4  such  ridges,  one  behind  the  other, 
like  so  many  lines  of  intrenchment.  The  broken  stones,  sand,  and  mud, 
mixed  with  shattered  fragments  of  ice,  of  which  they  are  composed,  have 
an  unsightly  and  shabby  appearance,  being  perfectly  barren  of  vegetation  ; 
but  each  heap  is,  as  it  were,  a  geological  cabinet,  containing  specimens  of 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains.  The  glacier,  indeed,  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  purge  itself  from  impurities,  and  whatever  happens  to  fall 
upon  it  is  gradually  discharged  in  this  manner.  It  likewise  exerts  great 
mechanical  force,  and,  like  a  vast  millstone,  grinds  down  not  only  the 
rock  which  composes  its  channel,  but  all  the  fragments  interposed  between 
it  and  the  rock  ;  forming,  in  the  end,  a  sort  of  stone-meal.  The  extent  of 
the  moraine  depends  on  the  character  of  the  strata  of  the  mountains 
around  the  glacier :  where  they  are  of  granite,  or  other  hard  rock,  not 
easily  decomposed  by  the  weather,  the  moraine  is  of  small  extent ;  and  it 
is  largest  where  the  boundary  rocks  are  of  brittle  limestone  and  fissile 
slate.  The  researches  of  Swiss  naturalists  (Agassiz  and  Charpentier)  have 
discovered  extensive  moraines,  not  only  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Vallais, 
but  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at  a  height  of  not  more  than 
200  or  300  ft.  above  it ;  indicating  that,  during  some  anterior  condition  of 
our  planet,  the  valley  of  the  Rhdne  was  occupied  by  glaciers,  in  situations 
at  present  40  or  50  m.  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  ice-field,  and 
3000  or  4000  ft.  below  it. 
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It  is  highly  interesting  to  consider  how  important  a  service  the  glaciers 
perform  in  the  economy  of  nature.  These  dead  and  chilly  fields  of  ice, 
which  prolong  the  reign  of  winter  throughout  the  year,  are,  in  reality,  the 
source  of  life  and  the  springs  of  vegetation.  They  are  the  locked-up 
reservoirs,  the  sealed  fountains,  from  which  the  vast  rivers  traversing  the 
great  continents  of  our  glohe  are  sustained.  The  summer  heat,  which 
dries  up  other  sources  of  water,  first  opens  out  their  bountiful  supplies. 
When  the  rivers  of  the  plain  begin  to  shrink  and  dwindle  within  their 
parched  beds,  the  torrents  of  the  Alps,  fed  by  melting  snow  and  glaciers, 
rush  down  from  the  moimtains  and  supply  the  deficiency ;  and,  at  that 
jBeason  (July  and  August),  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerland  are  fullest. 

During  the  whole  summer,  the  traveller  who  crosses  the  glaciers  hears 
the  torrents  rustling  and  running  below  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  azure 
clefts.  These  plenteous  rills  gushing  forth  in  their  sub-glacial  beds,  are 
generally  all  collected  in  one  stream,  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which,  in 
consequence,  is  eaten  away  into  a  vast  dome-shaped  arch,  sometimes  100 
ft.  high,  gradually  increasing  imtil  the  constant  thaw  weakens  its  support, 
and  it  gives  way  and  falls  in  with  a  crash.  Such  caverns  of  ice  are  seen 
in  great  perfection,  in  some  years,  at  the  source  of  the  Arveyron,  in  the 
valley  of  Chamouni,  and  in  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald.  The  streams 
issuing  from  glaciers  are  distinguished  by  their  turbid  dirty-white  or  milky 
colour.  The  waters  collected  by  the  melting  of  the  ice  from  all  parts  of 
the  surface  of  a  glacier  often  accumulate  into  torrents,  which,  at  length, 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  hole  or  fissure  in  its  surface  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade. 

The  following  striking  passage  from  Professor  Forbes's  *  Alps,'  p.  386, 
will  form  a  good  conclusion  to  this  account  of  glaciers : — "  Poets  and 
philosophers  have  delighted  to  compare  the  course  of  human  life  to  that 
of  a  river  ;  perhaps  a  still  apter  simile  might  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
glacier.  Heaven-descended  in  its  origin,  it  yet  takes  its  mould  and  con- 
formation from  the  hidden  womb  of  the  mountains  which  brought  it  forth. 
At  first  soft  and  ductile,  it  acquires  a  character  and  firmness  of  its  own,  as 
an  inevitable  destiny  urges  it  on  its  onward  career.  Jostled  and  constrained 
by  the  crosses  and  inequalities  of  its  prescribed  path,  hedged  in  by  im- 
passable barriers  which  fix  limits  to  its  movements,  it  yields  groaning  to 
its  fate,  and  still  travels  forward  seamed  with  the  scars  of  many  a  conflict 
with  opposing  obstacles.  All  this  while,  although  wasting,  it  is  renewed 
by  an  unseen  power, — it  evaporates,  but  is  not  consumed.  On  its  surface 
it  bears  the  spoils  which,  during  the  progress  of  existence,  it  has  made  its 
own ;  often  weighty  burdens  devoid  of  beauty  or  value,  at  times  precious 
masses,  sparkling  with  gems  or  with  ore.  Having  at  length  attained  its 
greatest  width  and  extension,  commanding  admiration  by  its  beauty  and 
power,  waste  predominates  over  supply,  the  vital  springs  begin  to  fail ;  it 
stoops  into  an  attitude  of  decrepitude — ^it  drops  the  burdens,  one  by  one, 
which  it  had  home  so  proudly  aloft — its  dissolution  is  inevitable.  But  as 
it  is  resolved  into  its  elements,  it  takes  all  at  once  a  new,  and  livelier,  and 
disembarrassed  form  :  from  the  wreck  of  its  members  it  arises  *  another, 
yet  the  same ' — a  noble,  full-bodied,  arrowy  stream,  which  leaps  rejoicing 
over  the  obstacles  which  before  had  stayed  its  progress,  and  hastens 
through  fertile  valleys  towards  a  freer  existence,  and  a  final  union  in  the 
ocean  with  the  boundless  and  the  indefinite." 
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§  18.   AVALANCHES  AND   SNOW-STORMS. 

"  The  avalanche — the  thnnderbolt  of  snow." — Byron. 

Avalanches  (Germ.  Lawinen)  are  those  accumulations  of  snow  which 
precipitate  themselves  from  the  mountains,  either  by  their  own  weight  or 
by  the  loosening  effects  of  the  sun's  heat,  into  the  valleys  below,  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and  causing,  at  times,  great  destruction  of  life 
and  property.  The  fearful  crash  which  accompanies  their  descent  is  often 
heard  at  a  distance  of  several  leagues. 

The  natives  of  the  Alps  distinguish  between  several  different  kinds  of 
avalanches.  The  stavh-lawinen  (dust  avalanches)  are  formed  of  loose 
fresh-fallen  snow,  heaped  up  by  the  wind  early  in  the  winter,  before  it 
has  begun  to  melt  or  combine  together.  Such  a  mass,  when  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  or  declivity,  tumbles  from  point  to  point,  increasing  in 
quantity  as  well  as  in  impetus  every  instant,  and  spreading  itself  over 
a  wide  extent  of  surface.  It  descends  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and 
has  been  known  to  rush  down  a  distance  of  10  m.  from  the  point  whence 
it  was  first  detached ;  not  only  descending  one  side  of  a  valley,  but  also 
ascending  the  opposite  hill  by  the  velocity  acquired  in  its  fall,  overwhelm- 
ing and  laying  prostrate  a  whole  forest  of  firs  in  its  descent,  and  breaking 
down  another  forest,  up  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  lay  the  heacls  of  the 
trees  up  the  hill  in  its  ascent.  Slide-avalanches  (Schleich-lawine  or 
Schlipfe)  slip  down  from  inclined  surfaces  often  without  disturbance  of 
the  surface,  and  it  is  only  when  they  begin  to  roll  over  and  bound  that 
they  become  schlag  or  grund-lawinen. 

Another  kind  of  avalanche,  the  Grund-lawinen,  occurs  in  spring,  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  the  sun  becomes  powerful,  and  the 
snow  thaws  rapidly  under  its  influence.  They  fall  constantly  from 
different  parts  of  the  mountains,  at  different  hours  in  the  day,  accordingly 
as  each  part  is  reached  by  the  sun ;  from  the  E.  side  between  10  and  12, 
from  the  S.  side  between  12  and  2,  and  later  in  the  day  from  the  W.  and  N. 
This  species  is  more  dangerous  in  its  effects,  from  the  snow  being  clammy 
and  adhesive,  as  well  as  hard  and  compact.  Any  object  buried  by  it 
can  only  be  dug  out  by  the  most  arduous  labour.  Men  or  cattle  over- 
whelmed by  the  staub-lawine  can  extricate  themselves  by  their  own 
exertions;  or,  at  any  rate,  from  the  snow  being  less  compact,  may 
breathe  for  some  hours  through  the  interstices.  In  the  case  of  the  grund- 
lavvine,  the  sufferers  are  usually  either  crushed  or  suffocated,  and  are,  at 
any  rate,  so  entangled  that  they  can  only  be  rescued  by  the  aid  of  others. 
Such  avalanches  falling  upon  a  mountain-stream,  in  a  narrow  gorge, 
have  sometimes  been  hollowed  out  from  beneath  by  the  action  of  the 
water,  until  it  has  forced  a  passage  under  them ;  and  they  have  then 
been  left  standing  for  the  whole  summer,  serving  as  a  bridge,  over  which 
men  and  cattle  might  pass. 

The  avalanches  have  usually  a  fixed  time  for  descending,  and  an 
habitual  channel  down  which  they  slide,  which  may  be  known  by  its 
being  worn  perfectly  smooth,  sometimes  even  appearing  polished,  by  the 
heap  of  debris  at  its  base.     The  peasants,  in  some  situations,  await  with 
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impatience  the  fall  of  the  regular  avalanches,  as  a  symptom  of  the  spring 
having  fairly  set  in. 

Danger  arises  from  avalanches  either  by  their  falling  unexpectedly, 
while  persons  are  traversing  spots  known  to  be  exposed  to  them,  or  else 
(and  this  is  the  more  fearful  source  of  catastrophes)  from  an  unusual 
accumulation  of  snow  raised  by  the  wind,  or,  in  consequence  of  the 
severity  of  the  season,  causing  the  avalanche  to  desert  its  usual  bed,  atid 
to  descend  upon  cultivated  spots,  houses,  or  even  villages.  There  are 
certain  valleys  among  the  Alps  in  which  scarcely  any  spot  is  totally 
exempt  from  the  possible  occurrence  of  such  a  calamity,  though  some  are 
naturally  more  exposed  than  others.  The  Val  Bedretto,  in  canton 
Tessin,  the  Meyenthal,  in  canton  Uri,  and  many  others,  are  thus  dread- 
fully exposed.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  accidents,  very 
large  and  massive  dykes  of  masonry,  like  the  projecting  bastions  of  a 
fortification,  are,  in  such  situations,  built  against  the  hill-side,  behind 
churches,  houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  an  angle  pointing  upwards, 
in  order  to  break  and  turn  aside  the  snow.  In  some  valleys  great  care  is 
bestowtd  on  the  preservation  of  the  forests  clothing  their  sides,  as  the 
best  protection  of  the  district  below  them  from  such  calamities.  These 
may  truly  be  regarded  as  sacred  groves ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cut 
down  timber  within  them,  under  pain  of  a  legal  penalty.  Yet  they  not 
unfrequently  show  the  inefficiency  even  of  such  protection  against  so 
fearful  an  engine  of  destruction.  Whole  forests  are  at  times  cut  over  and 
laid  prostrate  by  the  avalanche.  The  tallest  stems,  fit  to  make  masts 
for  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  are  snapped  asimdcr  like  a  bit  of  wax,  and  the 
barkless  and  branchless  stumps  and  relics  of  the  forest  remain  for  years 
like  a  stubble-field  to  tell  of  what  has  happened. 

A  mournful  catalogue  of  catastrophes,  which  have  occurred  in  Swit- 
zerland, since  the  records  of  history,  from  avalanches,  might  be  made  out 
if  necessary ;  but  it  will  suffice  to  mention  one  or  two  instances. 

In  1720  an  avalanche  killed,  in  Ober-Gestelen  (Vallais),  84  men  and 
400  head  of  cattle,  and  destroyed  120  houses.  The  same  year  40  in- 
dividuals perished  at  Brieg,  and  23  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from  a 
similar  cause. 

In  1749  the  village  of  Euaras,  in  the  Tavetsch  Thai,  was  carried 
away  by  an  avalanche ;  100  men  were  overwhelmed  by  it,  60  of  whom 
were  dug  out  alive  ;  and  several  of  the  houses,  though  removed  to  some 
distance  from  the  original  site,  were  so  little  shaken  that  persons  sleeping 
within  them  were  not  awakened. 

In  1«00,  after  a  snow-storm  of  three  days'  continuance,  an  enormous 
avalanche  detached  itself  from  the  top  of  the  |)recipice  of  Klucas,  above 
Trons,  in  the  valley  of  the  Vorder  Khein ;  it  crossed  the  valley  and 
destroyed  a  wood  and  some  chalets  on  the  opposite  pasture  of  Zenim ; 
recoiling,  with  the  force  it  had  acquired,  to  the  side  from  which  it  had 
come,  it  did  fresh  mischief  there,  and  so  revolving  to  and  fro,  at  the 
fourth  rush  reached  Trons,  and  buried  many  of  its  houses  to  the  roof  in  snow. 

In  1827  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Biel,  in  the  Upper  Vallais,  was 
crushed  beneath  a  tremendous  avalanche,  which  ran  down  a  ravine,  nearly 
two  leagues  long,  before  it  reached  the  village. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  attending  the  avalanche  is  the 
blast  of  air  which  accompanies  it,  and  which,  like  what  is  called  the  wind 
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of  a  cannon-ball,  extends  its  destructive  influence  toa^x^nsiderable  distance 
on  each  side  of  the  actual  line  taken  by  the  falling  mass.  It  has  all  the 
effect  of  a  blast  of  gunpowder :  sometimes  forest  trees,  growing  near  the 
sides  of  the  channel  down  which  the  snow  passes,  are  uprooted  and  laid 
prostrate,  without  having  been  touched  H!>y  it.  In  this  way  the  village 
of  Banda,  in  the  Yisp-Thal,  lost  many  .of  its  houses  by  the  current  of  an 
avalanche,  which  fell  in  1720,  blowing  them  to  atoms,  and  scattering  the 
materials  like  chaff.  The  E.  spire  of  the  .convent  of  Dissentis  was  thrown 
down  by  the  gust  of  an  avalanche,  which  fell  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  off. 

Trayellers  visiting  the  Alps  between  the  months  of  June  and  October 
are  little  exposed  ito  danger  from  avalanches,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-storm ;  and,  when  compelled  to  start  at  such  times,  they  should  pay 
implicit  obedience  to  the  advice  of  the  guides.  It  is  a  common  saying, 
that  there  is  risk  of  avalanches  as  long  as  the  burden  of  snow  continues 
on  the  boughs  of  the  fir-trees,  and  while  the  naturally  sharp  angles  of  the 
distant  mountains  continue  to  look  rounded. 

It  is  different  with  those  who  travel  from  necessity  in  the  spri#g,  and 
before  the  annual  avalanches  have  fallen.  Muleteers,  carriers,  and  such 
persons,  use  great  caution  in  traversing  exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and 
with  these  they  are  well  acquainted.  They  proceed  in  parties,  in  single 
file,  at  a  little  distance  from  one  another,  in  order  that  if  the  snow  should 
sweep  one  off,  the  ^others  may  be  ready  to  render  assistance.  They  pro- 
ceed as  fast  as  possible,  carefully  avoiding  any  noise,  even  speaking,  and, 
it  is  said,  will  sometimes  mufSe  the  mules*  bells,  lest  the  slightest  vibra- 
tion communicated  to  the  air  should  disengage  the  nicely-poised  mass  of 
snow  above  their  heads. 

The  avalanches,  seen  and  heard  by  summer  tourists  on  the  sides  of 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  of  a  different  kind  from  those  described 
above,  being  caused  only  by  the  rupture  of  a  portion  of  the  glaciers, 
which  give  way  under  the  influence  of  a  mid-day  sun,  and  of  certain 
winds,  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  when  other  avalanches,  generally 
speaking,  have  ceased  to  fall.  They  differ,  also,  in  this  respect,  that, 
for  the  most  part,  they  do  no  harm,  since  they  fall  on  uncultivable  and 
uninhabited  spots.  It  is  more  by  the  roar  which  accompanies  them, 
which,  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  Alps,  sounds  very  like  thunder, 
than  by  the  appearance  which  they  present,  that  they  realise  what 
is  usually  expected  of  avalanches.  Still  they  are  worth  seeing,  and  will 
much  eniianco  the  interest  of  a  visit  to  the  Wengem  Alp,  the  Cramont 
(on  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc),  or  the  borders  of  the  Mer  de  Glace ;  espe- 
cially if  the  spectator  will  bear  in  mind  the  immense  distance  at  which  he 
is  placed  from  the  objects  which  he  sees  and  hears,  and  will  consider  that, 
at  each  roar,  whole  tons  of  solid  ice  are  broken  off  from  the  parent  glacier, 
and  in  tumbling,  many  hundred  feet  perhaps,  are  shattered  to  atoms  and 
ground  to  powder. 

The  Snow-storms,  Tourmentes,  or  GtMcen,  which  occur  on  the  Alps,  are 
much  dreaded  by  the  chamois-hunter,  the  shepherd,  and  those  most  accus- 
tomed to  traverse  the  High  Alps  ;  how  much  more  formidable  must  they 
be  to  the  inexperienced  traveller  1  They  consist  of  furious  and  tem- 
pestuous winds,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind,  which  occur  on 
the  exposed  promontories,  the  summit-ridges,  and  elevated  gorges  of  the 
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Alps,  either  accompanied  by  snow,  or  filling  the  air  with  that  recently 
fallen,  while  the  flakes  are  still  dry,  tossing  them  about  like  powder  or 
dust.  In  an  Instant  the  atmosphere  is  filled  with  snow;  earth,  sky, 
mountain,  abyss,  and  landmark  of  every  kind,  are  obliterated  from  view, 
as  though  a  curtain  were  let  down  on  all  sides  of  the  wanderer.  All  traces 
of  path,  or  of  the  footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  are  at  once  effaced,  and 
the  poles  planted  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  are  frequently  over- 
turned. In  some  places  the  gusts  sweep  the  rock  bare  of  snow,  heaping 
it  up  in  others,  perhaps  across  the  path,  to  a  height  of  20  ft.  or  more, 
barring  all  passage,  and  driving  the  wayfarer  to  despair.  At  every 
step  he  fears  to  plunge  into  an  abyss,  or  sink  overhead  in  the  snow. 
Large  parties  of  men  and  animals  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  snow- 
wreaths  on  the  St.  Gothard,  where  they  sometimes  attain  a  height  of 
40  or  50  ft.  These  tempests  are  accompanied  almost  every  year  by  loss 
of  life ;  and,  though  of  less  frequent  occurrence  in  summer  than  in  winter 
and  spring,  are  a  chief  reason  why  it  is  dangerous  for  inexperienced 
travellers  to  attempt  to  cross  remote  and  elevated  passes  without  a  guide. 

The  guides  and  persons  resi^ng  on  the  mountain-passes,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  and  other  weather-signs  known  to  them,  can 
generally  foresee  the  occurrence  of  tourmentes,  and  can  tell  when  the  fall 
of  avalanches  is  to  be  apprehended. 


§  19.  goItrb  and  cretinism. 
♦*  Quis  tumidum  guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus." — Juv. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  amidst  some  of  the  most  magnificent  scenery 
of  the  globe,  where  Nature  seems  to  have  put  forth  all  her  powers  in 
exciting  emotions  of  wonder  and  elevation  in  the  mind,  man  appears, 
from  a  mysterious  visitation  of  disease,  in  his  most  degraded  and  pitiable 
condition.  Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  It  is  in  the  graodest  and  most 
beautiful  valleys  of  the  Alps  that  the  maladies  of  goitre  and  cretinism 
prevail. 

.  Goitre  is  a  swelling  in  the  front  of  the  neck  (of  the  thyroid  gland,  or 
the  parts  adjoining),  which  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  individual, 
until,  in  some  cases,  it  attains  an  enormous  size,  and  becomes  "  a  hideous 
wallet  of  flesh,"  to  use  the  words  of  Shakspeare,  hanging  pendulous  down 
to  the  breast.  It  is  not,  however,  attended  with  pain,  and  generally  seems 
to  be  more  unsightly  to  the  spectator  than  inconvenient  or  hateful  to  the 
bearer;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  its  increase  is  so  enormous 
that  the  individual,  unable  to  support  his  burden,  crawls  along  the  ground 
under  it. 

Cretinism,  which  occurs  in  the  same  localities  as  goitre,  and  evidently 
arises  from  the  same  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  a  more  serious  malady, 
inasmuch  as  it  affects  the  mind.  The  cretin  is  an  idiot— a  melancholy 
spectacle — ^a  creature  who  may  almost  be  said  to  rank  a  step  below  a 
human  being.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  his  countenance  ;  his  head  is  dispro- 
portionately large  ;  his  limbs  are  stunted  or  crippled ;  he  cannot  articulate 
his  words  with  distinctness ;  and  there  is  scarcely  any  work  which  he 
is  capable  of  executing.     He  spends  his  days  basking  in  the  sun,  and  from 
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its  warmth  appears  to  derive  great  gratification.  When  a  stranger  appears, 
he  becomes  a  clamorous  and  importunate  beggar,  assailing  him  with  a 
ceaseless  chattering ;  and  the  traveller  is  commonly  glad  to  be  rid  of  his 
hideous  presence  at  the  expense  of  a  batz.  At  times  the  disease  has  such 
an  effect  on  the  mind  that  the  sufferer  is  unable  to  find  his  way  home 
when  within  a  few  feet  of  his  own  door. 

Various  theories  have  been  resorted  to,  to  account  for  this  complaint : 
some  have  attributed  it  to  the  use  of  water  derived  from  melting  snow ; 
others,  to  the  habit  of  carrying  heavy  weights  on  the  head ;  others,  again, 
to  filthy  habits ;  while  a  fourth  theory  derives  it  from  the  nature  of  the 
soil,  or  the  use  of  spring-wat«r  impregnated  with  calcareous  matter. 

As  the  goitre  occurs  in  Derbyshire,  Yorkshire  (especially  at  Settle,  in  the 
limestone  district  of  Craven),  Notts,  Somerset,  Hants,  &c.,  where  no  per- 
manent snow  exists — and  no  rivers  spring  from  glaciers — also  in  Sumatra, 
and  in  parts  of  South  America,  where  snow  is  unknown,  it  is  evident  that 
the  first  cause  assigned  is  not  the  true  one ;  as  for  the  second  and  third, 
they  would  equally  tend  to  produce  gottre  in  the  London  porters,  and  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's.  If  the  limestone  theory  be 
true,  all  other  rocks  should  be  exempt  from  it,  which  is  not  the  case,  as 
far  as  bur  experience  goes.  Goitre  is  found  only  in  certain  valleys  ;  nor, 
when  it  does  occur,  does  it  exist  throughout  the  valley.  It  appears  in  one 
spot ;  higher  up  it  is  unknown,  and  in  another  situation,  a  mile  or  two 
distant,  perhaps  it  is  again  prevalent.  A  curious  example  of  this  is  afforded 
by  the  valley  leading  up  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  Goitre  is  unknown  above 
Liddes ;  abounds  at  Verch^res,  800  ft.  lower  down ;  and  is  almost  universal 
at  Orsi4res  :  had  the  disease  depended  upon  the  glacier-water,  it  would,  of 
course,  be  more  prevalent  near  to  them  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valley. 

A  careful  attention  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  its  appearance 
will  show  that  it  is  connected  with  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
is  found  in  low,  warm,  and  moist  situations,  at  the  bottom  of  valleys, 
where  a  stagnation  of  water  occurs,  and  where  the  summer  exhalations 
and  autumnal  fogs  arising  from  it  are  not  carried  off  by  a  free  circulation 
of  air  ; — that  it  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  many  injurious  effects  produced  by 
malaria.  It  prevails  in  places  where  the  valley  is  confined,  and  shut  in, 
as  it  were — where  a  free  draught  is  checked  by  the  sides  being  clothed 
with  wood,  or  by  a  sudden  bend  occurring  in  its  direction — where,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bottom  is  subject  to  the  overflowings  of  a  river,  or  to  exten- 
sive artificial  irrigation.  The  conjecture  which  derives  the  disease  from 
breathing  an  atmosphere  of  this  kind,  not  liable  to  be  purified  by  fresh 
currents  of  air  to  carry  off  the  vapours,  is,  perhaps,  not  undeserving  of 
consideration  and  further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  learned. 

Goitre  is  much  more  common  in  females  than  in  males,  and  usually 
occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty.  It  becomes  hereditary  in  a  family,  but 
children  bom  and  educated  on  spots  distant  from  home,  and  in  elevated 
situations,  are  often  exempt  from  it.  At  Sion,  in  the  Vallais,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of  goitre,  children  and  even  adults  are 
often  removed  to  the  mountains  from  the  low  ground  on  the  first  symp- 
toms of  the  malady,  and  the  symptoms  disappear  where  this  is  resorted  to 
in  time.  Iodine  has  been  applied  with  success  as  a  remedy  in  some  cases ; 
but,  as  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  the  administration  of  it  must  be  resorted 
to  with  the  greatest  caution. 


§  19. — GOiTRE  AND   CRETINISM.  Ixv 

The  Editor  is  informed  that  the  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  in  1834 
visited  Martigny  for  the  purpose  of  making  ohservations  upon  goitres, 
considered  them  to  be  occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  due  circulation  of  air ; 
and  he  found  the  inhabitants  of  one  side  of  a  valley  afflicted  by  them, 
while  those  on  the  other  were  quite  free  from  them.    (L.  S.  1845.) 

A  highly  meritorious  effort  is  being  made  in  Switzerland  by  Dr.  Gug- 
genbiihl  to  establish  an  hospital  in  an  elevated  and  healthy  situation,  for 
the  reception  of  infants  in  whom  the  seeds  of  cretinism  and  goitre  are 
developed,  but  who,  by  proper  treatment.  Dr.  G.  has  discovered,  may  be 
recovered  from  the  malady,  and  reared  to  a  condition  of  healthy  body  and 
sound  mind.  He  has  been  much  aided  in  England  by  Dr.  William 
Twining,  who  printed  an  interesting  pamphlet — "  Some  Account  of  Cre- 
tinism, and  of  the  Institution  for  its  Cure  on  the  Abendberg  near  Inter- 
lachen."  The  funds  to  support  this  institution  are  as  yet  very  limited, 
and  those  interested  in  this  subject,  and  in  the  welfare  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  are  invited  to  aid.  Subscriptions  are  received  in  London  by 
Messrs.  Twining,  bankers.  Strand. 
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ABBREVIATIONS,  &o.,  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  HAND-BOOK. 


The  points  of  the  compass  are  marked  by  the  letters  N.  S.  E.  W. 

(rt.)  right,  (/.)  left, — applied  to  the  banks  of  a  river.  The  right  bank  is  that 
which  lies  on  the  right  hand  of  a  person  whose  back  is  turned  towards  the  source,  or 
to  the  quarter  from  which  the  current  descends. 

Miles. — Distances  are,  as  far  as  possible,  reduced  to  English  miles ;  when  miles 
are  mentioned,  they  may  be  understood  to  be  English. 

The  names  of  Inns  precede  the  description  of  every  place  (often  in  a  parenthesis), 
because  the  first  information  needed  by  a  traveller  is  where  to  lodge. 

Instead  of  designating  a  town  by  the  vague  words  "  large "  or  "  small,"  the 
amount  of  the  population,  according  to  the  latest  census,  is  almost  invariably  stated, 
as  presenting  a  more  exact  scale  of  the  importance  and  size  of  the  place. 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition,  the  Routes  are  preceded  by  a  chapter  of  preliminary 
information ;  and  to  facilitate  reference  to  it,  each  division  or  paragraph  is  separately 
numbered. 

Each  Route  is  numbered  with  Arabic  figures,  corresponding  with  the  figures  at- 
tached to  the  Route  on  the  Map,  which  thus  serves  as  an  Index  to  the  Book ;  at  the 
same  time  that  it  presents  a  tolerably  exact  view  of  the  great  and  minor  roads  of 
Switzerland,  and  of  the  course  of  public  conveyances. 

The  Map  of  Switzerland  is  to  be  placed  after  p.  257. 

Savoy  and  Piedmont  at  the  end  of  the  Book. 

The  View  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  to  face  page  64. 

Mont  Blanc  from  the  Br^vent,  334. 


SECTION  I. 

SWITZERLAND, 


ROUTE  I, 

BASL-B  TO  BERNE,  BY  THE  VAL  M0UTIER8 

(munster    thal)    and    BIENNE  — 
ASCENT  OF  THE  WEISSENSTEIN. 

Basle  or  Bale.  (Germ.  Basel,  Ital. 
Basilea.) — Inns :  Drei  Konige  (Three 
Kings),  well  situated  on  the  Rnine — 
the  best,  and  very  good — a  large  house 
with  a  respectable  landlord,  and  ad- 
mirably managed  :  Cigogne  (Storch), 
near  the  post-office,  repaired  and  im- 
proved; Sauvage  (Wilder  Mann), 
within  the  town,  good,  quiet,  and  mo- 
derate ;  Kopf  (Tete  d'Or)  ;  Krone 
(Crown)  J  overlooking  the  river,  near 
the  bridge-foot. 

Basle,  capital  of  the  now  subdivided 
canton  called  Basle-town,  is  situated 
on  the  Rhine,  and  the  larger  portion 
lies  on  the  1.  bank,  which  is  connected 
with  the  rt.  by  a  bridge  of  wood,  partly 
supported  on  stone  piers.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  town  extends  for  about  4 
miles  on  the  rt,  side  of  the  river.  It 
has  24,500  inhab.,  and  it  enjoys  con- 
siderable prosperity  from  the  residence 
of  many  rich  mercnants,  bankers,  and 
families  of  ancient  descent,  and  from 
its  position  in  an  angle  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland, 
a  few  miles  below  the  spot  where  the 
Rhine  first  becomes  navigable.  It  has 
some  manufactures,  of  which  the  most 
important  are  those  of  ribands  and 
paper. 

jBnglish  travellers  have  hitherto 
been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  consi** 
dering  Basle  merely  as  a  halting^place 
for  the  night,  which  they  quit  as  soon 
as  the  train  starts  or  they  are  fur- 
nished with  horses  {  yet  its  situation 

ISwitz,'} 


on  high,  sloping  banks,  overlooking 
the  Rhine,  which  rushes  past  in  a  fuU 
broad  flood  of  a  clear,  light  green, 
bounded  by  the  hills  of  the  Black 
Forest  on  the  one  side,  of  the  Jura  on 
the  other — but,  above  all,  its  Minster, 
and  its  Gallery  of  the  Works  of  Hol- 
bein, deserve  some  attention.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  Basle,  though 
politically  a  portion  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation, is  yet,  historically,  a  part  of 
Suabia.  It  did  not  join  the  Swiss 
Confederation  until  1501  ;  and  it 
retains  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  an  Imperial  free  town  more  dis- 
tinctly than  many  of  those  which 
have  continued  German,  and  have 
become  incorporated  in  modem  sove- 
reignties. 

The  Cathedral,  or  Munster,  on  the 
high  bank  on  the  1.  of  the  Rhine,  above 
the  bridge,  distinguished  by  its  2  spires, 
and  the  deep-red  colour  of  the  sand- 
stone of  which  it  is  built,  is  an  inte^ 
resting  edifice,  though  not  of  beautiful 
architecture.  It  was  begim  by  the 
Empr.  Henry  II.  in  1010,  and  conse- 
crated 1019.  The  oldest  part  of  the 
existing  edifice,  however,  is  probably 
not  more  ancient  than  the  12th  cen- 
tury. Some  figures  of  monsters,  now 
in  the  crypt,  alone  may  have  belonged 
to  the  original.  The  4  columns  at  the 
E,  end,  formed  of  groups  of  detached 
pillars,  with  singmar  and  grotesque 
capitals  ;  the  tomb  of  the  Empress 
Anne,  wife  of  Rudolph  of  Habsburg, 
and  mother  of  the  line  of  Austrian 
princes,  whose  body  was  removed  to 
St.  Blaize  in  1770  ;  and  a  stone  font 
(date  1465)  are  worth  notice  in  this 
part  of  the  building.  Very  remark- 
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able  is  the  Portal  of  St  Galhts,  leading 
to  the  N.  transept,  and  decorated  with 
statues  of  Christ  and  St.  Peter,  and  of 
the  wise  and  foolish  virgins.  It  dates 
probably  from  the  latter  part  of  the 
12th  century.  The  wheel  of  fortune, 
above  it,  is  of  the  13th  centr.  In  the 
W.  front,  under  the  towers,  two  eques- 
trian statues,  St.  George  and  the 
Dragon,  and  St.  Martin,  stand  forth 
with  great  boldness.  The  church  is 
used  now  for  the  Protestant  service, 
and  the  altar  stands  between  the  choir 
and  nave,  nearly  underneath  a  rich 
Gothic  rood-loft  (Letiner,  date  1381). 
On  the  1.  of  the  altar,  against  a  pillar, 
is  the  red  marble  tombstone  of  Erasmus, 
who  died  here  in  1536.  A  staircase, 
leading  out  of  the  choir,  conducts  into 
a  small  apartment — the  Chapter  House, 
or  ConcUium*8  Saal — in  which  some  of 
the  meetings  of  the  Council  of  Basle, 
or  rather  of  its  conmiittees,  were  held 
between  1436  and  1444.  It  is  a  low 
room,  with  4  Gothic  windows — dis» 
tinguished  not  only  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  but  also  as  being  quite 
unaltered  since  the  day  of  the  CounciL 
On  the  S.  side  of  the  Church  are  very 
extensive  and  picturesque  Cloisters — a 
succession  of  quadrangles  and  open 
halls — which,  with  the  space  they  in* 
close,  still  serve,  as  they  nave  done  for 
centuries,  as  a  burial-place,  and  are 
filled  with  tombs ;  among  which  are 
the  monuments  of  the  3  Beformers, 
CEcolampadius  (Hausschein),  Gry» 
nsBus,  and  Meyer.  The  cloisters  were 
constructed  in  the  14th  century,  and 
extend  to  the  verge  of  the  hill  over- 
looking the  river.  It  is  not  unlikely 
they  may  have  been  the  favourite 
resort  of  Erasmus.  Bemouilli,  a 
native  of  Basle,  is  buried  in  St,  Peter's 
Church,  which  contains  many  monu- 
ments of  its  wealthy  citizens.  CEco* 
lampadius  first  preached  the  Beforma- 
tion  in  St,  Martin's,  the  oldest  church 
in  Basle. 

Behind  the  Minster  is  a  Terrace, 
called  J)ie  Pfalz,  75  ft,  above  the  river, 
planted  with  chesnut  trees,  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view  over  the 
Bhine,  the  town,  and  the  Black  Forest 
hills,  among  them  the  Blauen.  Close 
to  it  is  the  Club  called  Lesegesellsohaft 


— including  a  reading-room,  where  80 
papers  are  taken  in. 

The  Minster  is  situated  in  a  square 
of  considerable  size — in  one  comer  of 
which,  in  a  recess,  stands  a  building 
called  "  zur  Miicke,"  in  which,  during 
the  Council  of  Basle,  the  Conclave 
met  which  elected  Felix  V.  pope.  It 
now  contains  the  Pvblic  Library  of 
50,000  volumes  —  among  them,  the 
Acts  of  the  Council  of  B&le,  3  vols., 
with  chains  attached  to  the  binding, 
many  very  important  MSS.,  of  which 
there  is  a  gooa  catalogue,  and  a  few 
of  the  books  of  Erasmus ;  also,  a  copy 
of  his  «' Praise  of  Folly,"  with  mar- 
ginal illustrations  by  the  pen  oi  Holbein, 
There  are  autographs  of  Luther,  Me- 
lanctho^  Erasmus,  and  Zuinglius. 
Those  who  wish  to  see  the  library 
should  apply  early,  as  the  librarian  is 
usually  absent  in  the  afternoon. 

A  newly-built  Gallery  contains 
Paintings  and  Drawings  by  the  younger 
Holbein — a  highly  interesting  collection 
of  the  works  of  that  master,  including 
the  Passion  of  Christ,  in  8  compart- 
ments, full  of  life,  and  carefully 
finished ;  also  8  sepia  drawings  of  the 
same  subject; — a  dead  Chnst,  for-* 
merly  in  the  Minster ;  Holbein's  Wife 
and  Children,  with  countenances  full 
of  grief  and  misery  (1526),  a  very  re^ 
markable  work,  from  its  perfect  truth 
to  nature;  portraits  of  Erasmus,  of 
Froben  the  printer — excellent;  of  a 
MUe.  von  Offenburg,  inscribed  **  Lais 
Corinthiaca,"  very  good  ;  the  same 
lady  as  Venus  with  Cupid ;  two  repre* 
sentations  of  a  School,  painted  by 
Holbein  at  the  age  of  14,  and  hung  up 
as  a  sign  over  a  schoolmaster's  door 
in  the  town  of  Basle,  Among  the 
Drawings  are  Holbein's  own  portrait — 
a  work  of  the  very  highest  excellence  j 
heads  of  the  family  Meyer,  sketched 
for  the  celebrated  picture  now  in  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  a  beautiful  pen  and 
ink  drawing ;  original  sketch  for  the 
famous  picture  of  the  family  of  Sir 
Thomas  More — the  names  of  the  dif« 
ferent  personages  are  written  on  their 
dresses;  5  sketches  for  the  frescoes 
which  formerly  decorated  the  Bath- 
haus  in  Basle,  with  one  or  two  frag- 
ments of  the  frescoes  themselves  j 
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sketches  in  ink  for  glass  windows,  for 
the  sheaths  of  daggers,  for  the  organ 
in  the  Minster ;  the  Costumes  of 
Basle  ;  83  marginal  caricatures  made 
on  a  copy  of  Erasmus'  Laus  Stultitise, 
which  so  amused  the  author  when 
shown  to  him,  that  he  is  said  to  have 
laughed  himself  (Ait  of  a  fit  of  illness, 
&c.  &c.  Here  are  also  preserved  6 
fresco  fragments  of  the  original  Dance 
of  Death,  which  once  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  Dominican  Church  in 
Basle,  and  a  set  of  coloured  drawings 
of  the  whole  series  of  figures.  The 
Dance  of  Death  has  been  attributed 
without  cause  to  Holbein,  since  it  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  the  Council  of 
Basle,  at  least  50  years  before  his 
birth.  Holbein*  was  bom  at  Augs- 
burg in  1489,  and  removed  about  1517 
to  Basle :  his  circumstances  were  by 
no  means  prosperous;  he  was  even 
reduced  to  work  as  a  day-labourer 
and  house-painter,  and  painted  the 
outer  walls  of  the  houses  of  the  town. 
It  is  related  of  him  that,  being  em- 
ployed to  decorate  the  shop  of  an 
apothecary,  who  was  intent  on  keeping 
the  young  artist  close  at  his  work, 
and  being  disposed  to  repair  to  a 
neighbouring  wine-shop,  he  painted  a 
pair  of  legs  so  exactly  like  nis  own, 
and  so  well  foreshortened,  on  the 
under  side  of  the  scaffolding,  that  the 
apothecary,  seated  below,  believed  him 
to  be  constantly  present  and  diligently 
employed.  Erasmus,  writing  from 
jBd.le  a  letter  of  introduction  for  the 
painter  to  one  of  his  friends,  complains 
that  **  hie  frigent  artes,"  and  the  want 
of  encouragement  drove  Holbein  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  England,  where  he 
pact  with  high  patronage,  as  is  well 
known.  Yet  the  city  showed  its 
esteem  for  his  talents  by  granting  him 
a  salary  of  50  gulden  per  annum, 
which  was  paid  him  even  when  in 
England.  Here  are  also  some  curious 
paintings  of  an  artist  of  Berne  named 
Manuel  (1484 — 1530)  *.  portraits  of 
Luther  and  his  wife,  by  X.  Cranach  / 
of  Zwingli. 

In  the  Lower  story  of  the  Librarpr 
are  also  deposited  a  number  of  anti- 

•  See  Kngler'g  *  Handbook  of  Painting/ 
vol.  ii.,  Gennan  School. 


quities,  bronzes,  fragments  of  pottery, 
coins,  i^c,  from  Augst,  the  site  of  the 
Boman  Augusta  Bauracorum,  7  miles 
from  Basle  (see  p.  8)  ;  also  a  silken 
embroidered  banner,  given  by  Pope 
Julius  II.  (1515)  to  the  B&lois. 

The  University  of  Basle,  founded 
1460,  was  the  first  great  seminary  for 
the  advancement  of  learning  esta- 
blished in  Switzerland  :  it  enjoyed  a 
high  reputation  under  Erasmus,  and 
numbered  among  its  professors  in 
recent  times  the  names  of  Euler  and 
Bemouilli,  the  mathematicians,  who 
were  natives  of  Basle. 

The  Rathham,  in  the  Market-place, 
is  a  building  of  pleasing  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, foundea  1508.  The  frescoes, 
designed  by  Holbein,  were  obliterated 
in  1817  I  The  Stadt-Rath-SaalhsoruA- 
mented  on  the  walls  and  roof  with 
humorous  reliefs  hyMat,  Qiger(\QQ9i). 
The  Great  Council-Boom  (Gross  Bath- 
Saal)  contains  fine  painted  glass  — 
coats  of  arms  of  12  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
with  supporters  !  The  frieze  includes 
the  emblazoned  shields  of  the  ori- 
ginal cantons.  The  armorial  bearing 
of  canton  Basle  is  said  to  be  meant 
to  renresent  the  case  of  a  cross-bow. 
At  tne  foot  of  the  stairs  is  placed 
a  statue  of  Munatius  Flancus,  the 
founder,  according  to  tradition,  of 
B&le  and  of  the  Boman  colony  of 
Augst  Here  is  preserved  some  cu- 
rious old  church  plate — part  of  the 
Dom-Schatz — a  suver  cup  of  open 
work  is  the  oldest  j»ece  (13th  century) 
— St.  Anne  with  the  Virgin  and  ChUd; 
and  a  relic-box  with  reliefs,  13th 
century,  deserve  notice. 

The  Arsenal  contains  a  limited  col- 
lection of  ancient  armour,  of  which 
the  only  curiosities  are  a  suit  of  chain 
mail,  once  gilt,  with  plate  mail  be- 
neath it,  worn  by  Charles  the  Bold  at 
the  battle  of  Nancy ;  two  Burgundian 
cannon,  of  iron  bars  bound  round  with 
hoops,  and  several  suits  of  Burgundian 
and  Armagnac  armour. 

^he  private  collections  of  pictures, 
&c.,  of  MM.  Peter  Vischer,  IV&glin, 
Spe^,  sen.,  and  Mieville  Krug  (anti- 
quities, glass,  wood,  lace,  and  MSS., 
very  interesting),  are  worth  notice. 
English  Church  service  in  a  neat  cha- 
b2 
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pel  in  the  Three  Kings  HoteL  It  is 
panelled  with  wood-work,  which  for- 
merly lined  the  chapel  of  the  Abbot 
of  St.  Gall. 

The  terraced  Garden  of  M,  Vischer, 
an  eminent  banker,  overlooking  the 
Bhine,  is  a  very  pretty  spot. 

The  gateways,  battlemented  walls, 
watch-towers,  and  ditch,  which  formed 
the  ancient  defences  of  the  town, 
remain  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
The  SpalenthoTy  i.  e.  St.  FatUusthor 
(1400),  retains  its  advanced  work  or 
Barbican,  similar  to  those  which  for- 
merly existed  at  York,  and,  with  its 
double  portcullis  and  two  flanking 
towers,  IS  particularly  picturesque. 
The  machicolations  are  supported  by 
Strange  but  clever  figures  approach-" 
ing  to  the  grotesque.  The  Gelten- 
zunft  and  Spiezhof  are  specimens  of 
pivic  architecture,  with  Holbeinesque 
ornaments. 

Basle  is  a  tolerably  clean  town; 
its  streets  are  plentifully  supplied  with 
Fowitains.  The  Fischmarkt  Brunnen  is 
a  very  elegant  Gothic  structure,  oma<- 
mented  with  statues,  weU  executed,  of 
the  Virgin,  St.  John,  Peter,  the  Car- 
dinal vii'tues,  &c.  SpahXent- Brunnen, 
m  the  Spahlen  suburb,  is  surmounted 
by  a  Bagpiper  (Dudelsackpfeiffer),  to 
whose  musio  a  sculptured  group  of 

rasants  dance  around  the  base.  It 
copied  from  a  design  of  Holbeia  or 
Durer. 

Erasmus  resided  in  the  house  Zum 
Luft,  ^nd  Frobenius  printed  in  it  one 
of  the  first  Bibles.  The  building 
called  Kirschgarten  was  erected  by  the 
father  of  the  distinguished  African  tra- 
veller, Burckhardt,  who  was  bom  here. 

A  handsome  uew  Hospital  has  beeQ 
built  on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  the 
Markgraves  of  Baden, 

Down  to  the  end  of  the  l^st  oen' 
turv  (1798),  the  clocks  of  Basle  went 
an  hour  in  advance  of  those  in  other 
places  of  Europe — a  singular  custom, 
the  origin  of  which  i?  not  precisely 
known.  According  to  traqitiQi^,  \% 
arose  from  the  circumstance  of  a  con-r 
spiracy  to  deliver  the  town  to  an 
enemy  at  midnight  having  been  de^- 
feinted  by  the  clock  striking  1  instead 


The  ancient  sumptuary  laws  of 
Basle  were  singular  and  severe.  On 
Sunday  all  were  obliged  to  dress  in 
black  to  go  to  church  j  even  now  no 
carriage  may  enter  or  quit  the  town 
during  the  hours  of  morning  service. 
Females  could  not  have  their  hair 
dressed  by  men  ;  carriages  were  not 
permitted  in  the  town  after  10  at 
night,  and  it  was  forbidden  to  place  a 
footman  behind  a  carriage.  The  offir 
cial  censors,  called  Unzichterherm,  had 
the  control  of  the  number  of  dishes 
and  wines  to  be  allowed  at  a  dinner 
party;  and  their  authority  was  supreme 
on  all  that  related  to  the  cut  and 
quality  of  clothes.  At  one  time  they 
waged  desperate  war  against  slashed 
doublets  and  hose. 

Since  the  Keformation,  Basle  has 
been  regarded  as  the  stronghold  of 
Methodism  in  Switzerland.  The  pious 
turn  of  its  citizens  was  remarkably 
exhibited  in  the  mottoes  and  signs 
placed  over  their  doors.  These  have 
now  disappeared  ;  but  two  very  sin- 
gular ones  have  been  recorded — 

Auf  Gott  ich  meine  Hoffnung  bau, 
Ui)d  wohae  in  der  alten  Sau, 
On  God  I  build  my  hopes  of  grace, 
The  ancient  Pig's  my  dwelling  place. 

Wacht  auf,  ihr  Menschen,  und  that  Buas, 
leh  heiss  zum  goldenen  Rinderfuu. 
Wake,  and  repent  your  sins  with  grief ; 
1  'm  call'd  the  Golden  Shin  of  Beef. 

The  spirit  of  trade,  however,  went 
hand  in  hand  with  that  of  religion — 
and  Basle  has  been  called  a  city  of 
usurers  ;  5  per  cent,  was  styled  a 
"Christian  usance"  (einen  Christ-^ 
lichen  Zins),  and  a  proclamation  of 
the  magistrates  (1682-84)  denounced 
those  who  lent  money  at  a  discount  of 
4  or  3  J  per  cent.,  as  "  selfish,  avari- 
cious, and  dangerous  persons  ;"  those 
who  lent  their  capital  at  a  lower  rate 
were  liable  to  have  it  confiscated,  be-» 
cause,  forsooth,  such  persons,  "by 
their  avarice,  did  irremediable  injury 
to  qhurches,  hospitals,  church  pro<* 
perty,  &c.,  and  are  the  ruin  of  poor 
widows  and  orphans," 

The  dissensions  vhich  broke  out 
soon  after  the  Revolution  of  1830  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Basle  and  those  of  the  country,  led  to 
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a  civil  war  between  the  parties,  and  a 
bloody  contest  near  Liesthal  occa- 
sioned the  Swiss  Diet,  in  1832,  to  pass 
an  act  for  the  formal  separation  of  the 
canton  into  two  parts,  caUed  Basle 
Ville  and  Basle  Campagne.  The 
latter  consists  of  two-thirds  of  the 
territory  of  the  whole  canton,  and  has 
for  its  capital  LiesthaL  Each  sends  a 
deputy  to  the  Diet;  but  the  two  divi- 
sions enjoy  only  half  a  vote  each,  and 
when  the  deputies  of  the  two  parts 
take  opposite  sides  (which  is  generally 
the  case)  their  vote  does  not  count. 

Across  the  bridge  are  the  remains 
of  the  convent  of  Klingenthal,  whose 
inmates  caused  what  is  called  "the 
Nuns'  War,"  1436. 

Environs, — About  2  m.  out  of  the 
town,  just  within  the  French  frontier, 
is  the  ruined  fortress  of  ffiiningen, 
erected  b^  Louis  XV.  to  overawe  his 
Swiss  neighbours,  and  dismantled  in 
1815. 

A  good  representation  of  the  Dance 
of  Death,  in  burnt  clay,  may  be  pur- 
chased of  Maehly  and  Schablitz,  who 
have  a  manufactory  peculiar  (it  is  be- 
lieved) to  the  spot  of  "  figures  plas- 
tiques  en  terre  cuite." 

Although  you  may  post  from  Basle 
to  Ziirich,  Aarau  and  Schaffhausen 
(see  §  5.  Introduction),  yet,  as  posting 
aoes  not  extend  generally  into  the 
adjoining  cantons,  travellers  engage 
voituriers  horses  here  to  carry  them 
on  their  journey.  Return  coachmen 
are  generally  to  be  found  at  all  the 
inns,  and  there  are  persons  in  the 
town  who  keep  horses  and  carriages 
for  hire. 

Railways  to  Freiburg,  Heidelberg, 
and  Frankfurt. — Terminus  at  present 
at  Haltingen,  4  m.  from  Basle.  Omni- 
bus thither.  To  Strasburg  by  Colmar 
and  Miilhausen. — See  Haijdbook  fob 
France.  Trains  4  times  a  day.  The 
early  train  takes  only  4  hra. ;  the 
other  trains  take  5  hrs.  Luggage  is 
examined  at  St.  Louis,  the  French 
custom-house.  Baggage  declared  to 
be  **en  transit"  is  exempted  from 
search  at  the  frontier,  and  is  sealed 
(plombe)  until  it  quits  France. 

Diligences  daily,  in  2  days  and  3  i 
nights,  to  Paris ;  to  Berne,  by  the  | 


Miinster  Thai  (Moutiers)  and  Bienne 
twice,  in  15  hrs,;  by  Soleure  in  11^ 
hrs.;  to  Lucerne  twice,  in  lOj  hrs.;  to 
ZUrich  twice  in  9  hrs. ;  to  Aarau,  by 
the  Frickthal,  in  6^  hrs. ;  to  Schaff* 
hausen  in  11  hrs. 

The  Boutes  to  Berne  by  the  Hauen- 
stein  (Btes.  3  and  4)  command  nob),e 
views  of  the  Alps;  while  that  by  the 
Yal  Moutiers  (Bte.  1)  has  also  great 
attractions. 

Bale  to  Berne  by  Bienne, 

25^  leagues  =76^  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  daily  to  &me  and  Neu- 
chatel  in  16  hours.  With  a  vpiturier 
the  journey  to  Berne  occupies  2  days, 
stopping  the  first  night  at  one  of  the 
good  inns  of  Bellerive,  Tavannes,  or 
MaUeray. 

This  rte.  is  sometimes  called  de 
VEvechSy  because  it  passes  through  the 
ancient  bishopric  of  Basle,  now  united 
to  canton  Berne.- 

The  valley  of  the  Birs,  commonly 
called  the  Val  Moutiers  (Miinster 
Thai,  in  Germ,),  through  which  this 
excellent  road  passes,  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  romantic  in  the 
whole  range  of  the  Jura.  It  consists 
of  a  series  of  narrow  and  rocky  defiles, 
alternating  with  open  basins,  covered 
with  black  forests  above,  and  verdant 
meadows  below,  enlivened  by  villages, 
mills,  and  forges.  A  road  was  ori^n- 
naUy  carried  through  the  Val  Moutiers 
by  the  Bomans,  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication between  Aventicum,  the 
Helvetian  capital,  and  Augst,  their 
great  fortified  outposts  on  the  Rhine. 

At  St.  Jacob,  about  J  m.  be- 
yond the  gates  of  B&le,  in  the  angle 
Detween  two  roads,  a  small  Gothic 
cross  has  been  erected,  to  commemo- 
rate the  battle  of  St.  Jacob,  fought  in 
1444,  when  1600  Swiss  had  the  bold- 
ness to  attack,  and  the  courage  to 
withstand  for  10  hrs.,  a  French  army 
tenfold  more  numerous,  commanded  by 
the  Dauphin,  afterwards  Louis  XL 
Only  10  of  the  Swiss  escaped  alive, 
the  rest  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
along  with  thrice  their  own  number  of 
foes,  whom  they  had  slain.  This 
almost  incredible  exploit  first  spread 
abroad  through  Europe  the  fame  of 
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Swiss  valoiir  ;  and  Louis,  the  Dauphin, 
wisely  seeing  that  it  was  better  to 
gain  them  as  friends  than  to  oppose 
them  as  enemies,  courted  their  alli- 
ance, and  first  enrolled  them  as  a  per- 
manent body-guard  about  his  person 
—a  practice  continued  by  the  French 
monarchs  down  to  Charles  X  The 
Swiss  themselves  refer  to  the  battle  of 
St.  Jacob  as  the  Thermopylee  of  their 
history.  The  vineyards  near  the  field 
produce  a  red  wine,  called  Schweitzer 
Blut  (Swiss  blood). 

A  few  miles  farther,  near  Beinach, 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Blrs,  is 
another  battle-field— that  of  Dornoch 
— where  the  Swiss  gained  a  victory 
over  a  much  larger  Austrian  force  in 
1499,  during  the  Suabian  war.  The 
bone-house,  in  which  the  remains  of 
the  slain  were  collected,  still  exists 
near  the  Capuchin  convent,  and  is 
filled  with  skuUs  gathered  from  the 
field.  In  the  church  of  the  village 
Maupertuis  the  mathematician  (d. 
1759)  is  buried.  A  monument,  set  up 
to  his  memory  by  his  friend  Bemouilh, 
was  destroyed  by  the  cure  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  was  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
ing his  hearthstone  when  broken,  with 
slabs  taken  from  the  churchyard.  It 
has  been  replaced  by  a  fresh  monu- 
ment set  up  at  the  expense  of  canton 
Soleure. 

Beyond  Aesch  the  road  enters  that 
part  of  the  canton  Berne  which  an- 
ciently belonged  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Basle;  the  valley  contracts,  increasing 
in  picturesque  beauty  as  you  advance. 
The  castles  of  Angenstem  and  Zwin- 
genare  passed  before  reaching 

5  LaufiPen, — a  dirty  walled  village. 
No  good  Inn, 

Soyhiere  (Germ.  Saugem) — a  vil- 
lage prettily  situated,  with  a  small 
country  Inn  (Croix  Blanche),  tolerably 
good. 

The  Hotel  de  Bellerive,  6  hrs.  from 
Basle,  good,  moderate,  and  highly  re- 
commended. There  are  mineral  baths 
attached  to  the  house. — D.  B, 

A  contracted  pass,  the  rocks  of 
which  on  the,  rt  are  surmounted  by  a 
convent,  leads  into  the  open  basin  of 

3|  Delemont  (Delsberg)  ;  but  it  is 
unnecessary  to  pass  through  that  little 


town  (situated  on  the  way  to  Forten- 
truy),  as  our  road  turns  to  the  1.,  and 
continuing  by  the  side  of  the  Birs, 
enters  a  defile  higher,,  grander,  and 
more  wild  than  any  that  have  pre- 
ceded it.  This  is,  properly  speaking, 
the  commencement  oi  the  Val  Mou- 
tiers.  Rocky  precipices  overhang  the 
road,  and  black  forests  of  fir  cover  the 
mountains  above.  In  the  midst  of  it 
are  the  iron  furnaces  and  forges  of 

Courrendelin  (Rennendorf.  Inn : 
Hirsch),  supplied  with  ore  in  the  shape 
of  small  granulated  red  masses,  vary- 
ing from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a 
cherry,  from  the  neighbouring  mines. 
The  remarkable  rent  by  which  the 
Jura  has  been  cleft  from  top  to  bottom, 
so  as  to  allow  a  passage  for  the  Birs, 
exhibits  marks  of  some  great  convul- 
sion of  the  earth,  by  which  the  strata 
of  limestone  (Jura-kalk)  have  been 
thrown  into  a  nearly  vertical  position, 
and  appear  like  a  succession  of  gigan- 
tic walls  on  each  side  of  the  roacL  The 
gorge  terminates  in  another  open  basin, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lies  Moutiers. 
A  new  road  branches  oflF  to  Soleure 
beyond  the  gorge,  about  1  m.  before 
reaching 

2|  Moutiers  Grandval,  or  Miinster 
— (/n»;  Krone,  good) — a  village  of 
1250  inhab.,  named  from  a  very  ancient 
Minster  of  St.  Germanus  on  the  height, 
foimded  in  the  7th  century,  and  now 
fast  falling  to  ruin.  [There  is  a  car 
road  from  Moutiers  to  the  summit  of  the 
Weissenstein,  a  distance  of  about  10  m., 
up-hill  nearly  the  whole  way  ;  but 
much  improved  in  1850,  and  fit  for  the 
cars  of  the  country,  one  of  which, 
drawn  by  two  horses,  may  be  hired 
here  to  go  and  return  for  20  fr.  It 
passes  through  the  villages  of  Grand- 
val (Grossau)  and  Gansbrunnen;  the 
ascent  occupies  3J  hrs.  The  Weis- 
senstein is  described  in  Rte.  3.] 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  basin  of 
Moutiers  the  road  is  conducted  through 
another  defile,  equally  grand,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Birs  foams  and 
rushes,  overhung  by  perpendicular 
cliffs  and  funereal  firs.  To  this  suc- 
ceeds the  little  plain  of  Tavannes,  in 
which  are  situated  the  villages  of 
Court  (/n» ;  Bar ;  whence  a  steep  and 
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uneven  foot-path runsover  the Monto 
to  Bienne),  and 

2§  Malleray  (^Lion  d'Or,  a  very  good 
Inn ;  a  convenient  sleeping-place,  ca- 
pital trout.    Dachsfelden,  or 

1|  Tavannes  (/ww;  Couronne,  re- 
built 1847  ;  good  ;  beds  1  fr.  50  c.;— 
Croix ;  also  good).  The  valley  to  the 
E.  of  Court,  called  Chaluat  (Tschay- 
wo),  is  inhabited  by  the  descendants  of 
the  Anabaptists,  expelled  from  Berne 
in  1708-11.  They  are  distinguished 
by  their  industry  and  simple  manners  : 
the  young  men  wear  beards,  f  m. 
above  Tavannes  is  the  source  of  the 
Birs;  before  reaching  it  our  road 
quits  the  valley,  mounting  up  a  steep 
ascent,  in  the  middle  of  which  it  passes 
under  the  singular  and  picturesque 
archway  formed  in  the  solid  rock, 
called 

Pierre  Pertuis,  It  is  probably  a  na- 
tural opening,  enlarged  by  art.  It 
existed  in  the  time  of  the  Komans,  as 
is  proved  by  a  defaced  inscription  on 
the  N.  side  : 

NUMINI  AUG 

VIA        CTA        PER.M  — 

DV VM  PATER  — 

II.   VIB  —  COL  HELVET  — 

It  stood  on  the  boundary  line  separat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Bauraci,  who 
extended  to  Bale,  from  the  Sequani. 
The  archway  is  about  40  ft.  high  and 
10  or  12  thick.  The  pass  was  fortified 
by  the  Austrians  in  1813.  Here  is 
the  watershed  dividing  the  streams  of 
the  Birs  from  those  of  the  Suze. 

2f  Sonceboz  —  (/wn ;  Couronne, 
good) — a  village  in  the  Val  St.  Imier 
(Germ.  Erguel),  up  which  runs  a  good 
road  to  Chaux  de  Fonds,  and  out  of 
which  another  branches  S.  to  Neu- 
chUtel  from  Yillaret.  The  road  to 
Bienne  descends  the  valley  along  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Suze,  which  forms  seve- 
ral small  cascades.  The  projecting 
rock  of  Bond  Chatel  was  occupied  in 
feudal  times  by  a  fort,  and  held  by  the 
powerful  Bishops  of  Bale,  to  whom  it 
gave  the  command  of  this  pass.  The 
View  from  the  last  slope  of  the  Jura, 
over  Bienne  and  its  lake,  with  St 
Peter's  Isle,  and  the  district  watered 
by  the  Aar,  Emme,  and  Zihl,  backed 


in  clear  weather  by  the  snowy  rangd 
of  the  Alps,  from  Mont  Blanc  to  the 
Jungfrau,  is  exceedingly  beautiful. 

34 Bienne  (Germ.  Biel) — Inns:  H, 
du  Jura,  outside  the  town,  good  and 
clean ;  Couronne,  within  the  town, 
fair  and  moderate;  Croix  Blanche. 
Bienne  is  prettily  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  valley  of  the  Suze,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Jura,  "here  mantled  with 
vines,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  head 
of  the  lake  of  Bienne  (Ete.  45).  It  is 
still  surrounded  by  its  ancient  walls 
and  watch-towers,  and  is  approached 
by  several  shady  avenues.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  chiefly  Protestants, 
amounts  to  4248.  The  town  anciently 
belonged  to  the  Bishop  of  Bale,  but 
the  citizens,  early  imoued  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  formed  a  perpetual 
alliance  with  Berne  in  1352,  for  the 
defence  of  their  liberties,  in  revenge 
for  which  the  town  was  burnt  by  their 
liege  lord.  The  Reformation  farther 
weakened  the  connection  between  the 
town  and  its  ecclesiastical  ruler,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century 
his  authority  became  nominaL  Bienne 
is  an  industrious  town,  situated  at  the 
junction  of  the  high  roads  from  Berne, 
Bale,  Soleure,  and  Neuchatel,  between 
all  which  places  there  are  public  con- 
veyances daily.  The  new  road  (Rte. 
45)  along  the  W.  shore  of  the  lake 
shortens  the  distance  to  Neuchatel 
by  nearly  8  miles  :  it  passes  near  the 
Isle  St,  Pierre,  celebrated  as  the  resi- 
dence of  Rousseau. 

Those  who  have  a  taste  for  climbing 
may  gratify  it  by  ascending  from 
hence  the  Chasseral  (Gestler),  one  of 
the  highest  mountains  of  the  Jura, 
3616  ft.  above  the  lake,  and  4936  ft. 
above  the  sea,  with  the  certainty  of 
being  rewarded  with  a  magnificent 
view  if  the  weather  be  clear.  The 
ascent  can  be  made  in  a  carriage  in 
4^  hours. 

Quitting  Bienne  the  high  road  first 
crosses  the  Suze,  on  its  way  into  the 
lake,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  on 
the  Thiele  (Zihl),  on  its  way  out  of  the 
lake.  The  last  is  a  navigable  river 
which  drains  the  3  lakes  of  Bienne, 
Neuchatel,  and  Morat,  and  joins  the 
river  Aar  about  4  miles  lower  -doinTi, 
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On  the  margin  of  the  lake,  at  the  out-  I 
let  of  the  Thiele,  stands  Nydau — {Inn :  \ 
Bear) — and  its  castle,  flanked  by  round 
towers  and  surmounted  by  a  tall 
square  keep.  The  lords  of  Nydau, 
an  extinct  family,  to  whom  it  once 
belonged,  were  foes  of  Berne  ;  their 
stronghold  now  bears  on  its  front  the 
Bernese  bear,  painted  of  colossal  di- 
mensions, and  is  converted  into  the 
cantonal  salt-warehouse.  From  the 
slope  of  the  hiU  near  Belmont,  a  good 
riew  is  obtained  of  the  lake  and  of  St. 
Peter's  Isle.  Bt.,  near  a  fir-wood, 
rises  an  obelisk,  by  way  of  monument 
to  the  Swiss  who  fell  here  domg  battle 
against  the  French  1798. 

2 J  Aarberg  (/«» ;  Krone)  is  a  town 
of  864  Inhab.  on  a  rocky  promontory, 
nearly  surrounded  by  the  Aar,  whicn, 
indeed,  at  high  water,  actually  con- 
Terts  it  into  an  island.  The  road  en- 
ters and  quits  the  town  by  2  covered 
bridges. 

At  Neubriicke  the  Aar  is  crossed 
by  a  covered  bridge. 

4^  Berne— 'in  Kte.  24. 

ROUTE  2. 

BASLE  TX)    SCHAFFHAUSEN,     BY    AUG8T, 
RHEINFELDEN,  AND  LAUFFENBUBG. 

20}  Leagues  =  62A  Eng.  m. 

There  are  two  roads  of  nearly  equal 
length  :  one  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  through  the  territory  of  Baden, 
is  provided  with  post-horses  at  the 
following  stations : — Beugen,  2^  Germ, 
m.  ;  Sakmgen,  2  (Inn:  Badhaus,best); 
LaufiPenburg,  IJ  ;  Waldshut,  Ij  ; 
Lauchringen,  1^ ;  Riederer,  H  ;  Jes- 
tetten,  1*;  Schaffhausen,  1.  Time 
taken  witn  post  horses,  10  or  12  hrs. 
In  going  from  Schaffhausen  to  Basle 
the  stations  are  to  Neuhaus  2  Germ, 
m. ;  Lauchringen,  1^. 

The  road  on  theT.  or  Swiss  side  of 
the  Rhine,  traversed  daily  by  a  Dili- 
gence in  13  hrs.,  a  little  way  outside  of 
Basle  crosses  the  Birs.  Hereabouts 
the  men  of  Basle  town  were  drawn 
into  an  ambuscade  by  those  of  Basle 
country,  and  attacked  with  the 
slaughter  of  200,  Aug.  1833.  This 
combat  was  followed  by  the  separa- 
tion of  the  city  from  the  rest  of  the 


canton  (see  p.  5).     The  road  passes 
through  the  two  villages  of 

2  Augst,  which  stands  on  each  side 
of  the  small  river  Ergolz,  on  the  si£e 
of  the  Roman  city  Atigusta  RawraGommy 
founded  by  Munatius  Flancus,  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus.  Its  existence  on 
this  spot  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
quantity  of  Roman  remains  that  have 
been,  and  still  are,  discovered,  wher- 
ever the  ground  is  turned  up.  There 
are  indications  of  an  amphitheatre, 
now  converted  into  pleasure  grounds ; 
but  the  remains  of  Duildings  are  very 
slight.  **  The  relics  which  have  been 
found  are  curious,  though  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  has  arranged 
them  in  the  style  of  a  tea-garcfen. 
There  are  several  columns,  inscrip- 
tions, tombs,  and  fragments  of  statues, 
all  of  the  Lower  Empire;  but  which 
the  antiquary  would  do  well  to  ex- 
amine, as  they  are  inedited." — F.  P. 

1^  Rheinfelden  (Jnn :  Krone,  Post), 
a  town  of  1500  inhab.,  surrounded  by 
walls  and  closed  at  either  end  by 
gates  in  the  true  Swiss  fashion.  It 
stands  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
here  crossed  by  a  covered  wooden 
bridge,  above  and  below  which  the 
rocks  in  the  river  bed  form  consider- 
able rapids  and  falls.  Opposite  the 
inn  is  a  handsome  fountain,  a  pillar  of 
bronze,  supporting  a  Standard  bearer 
with  the  arms  of  the  town.  Duke 
Bernard  of  Saxe  Weimar  gained  a 
battle  here  in  the  Thirty  Years*  War 
(1638)  in  which  the  Due  de  Rohan 
perished. 

This  road  is  extremely  pretty.  The 
finest  view  is  that  from  the  hill  over- 
looking the  old  town  of  Lauffenburg. 

4J  Lauffenburg  (Inn :  Post,  so  so), 
a  town  of  900  Inhab.,  connected  by  a 
wooden  bridge  with  Klein  Lau£ren- 
burg,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  river  flows  in  a  deep  sunk  chan- 
nel, rugged  with  rocks  wnich  fret  its 
bright  blue-green  waters;  it  is  here 
interrupted  by  more  rapids  and  falls, 
in  German  called  Lauffen,  whence  the 
name  of  the  place.  Small  boats  can 
only  pass  them  by  unloading  their 
cargoes  above,  and  being  let  down 
gradually  by  stout  roi)e8,  held  by  men 
stationed  on  the  bank.      It  was  in 
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descending  these  rapids  in  this  man- 
ner that  a  young  English  nobleman, 
Lord  Montague,  the  last  male  of  his 
line,  was  drowned — on  the  same  day 
that  his  family  mansion,  Cowdray,  in 
Sussex,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  accident  is  commonly,  but  erro- 
neously, referred  to  the  Khine  fall  at 
Schamiausen. 

The  road,  leading  on  the  rt.  that 
which  leads  to  Baden  and  Zurich 
(R.  6),  here  crosses  the  Rhine,  enters 
Baden,  and  joining  the  post-road  on 
the  rt.  bank,  proceeds  to 

2J  Waldshut  (Inns :  Rebstock  (Vine), 
clean  and  reasonable ;  Badischer  Hof) ; 
a  walled  town  of  1000  Lihab.,  on  the 
skirts  of  the  Black  Forest. 

A  mile  above  this,  near  a  'small 
village  called  Coblenz  (Confluentia), 
the  Rhine  is  joined  by  the  Aar.  At 
Waldshut  our  road  turns  away  from 
the  Rhine,  and  proceeds  by  Thiengen 
and  Erzingen  to 

5J  Unter-Neuhaus,  a  Swiss  village, 
in  the  canton  of  Schaffhausen. 

3i  SCHAFFHAUSEN.      RtC.  7,  p.  19. 

ROUTE  3. 

bASLE  TO  SOLEURE,  THE  WEISSEN- 
STEIN,  AND  BIENNE,  BY  LIESTHAL 
AND  THE  OBER-HAUENSTEIN. 

To  Soleure  12J  leagues  ==  38  J  Eng. 
m.,  8  hrs.  drive;  thence  to  Bienne  5 
leagues. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  Rte.  2  for 
the  first  few  miles,  proceeding  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine  tUl  within  a 
short  distance  of  Augst  (p.  8),  where 
it  turns  S.  to 

3^  Liesthal  {Inns  not  good:  Falke; 
Schliissel,  la  Cle) ;  chief  town  of  the 
division  of  the  canton  distinguished 
as  Bale  Campagne  (Basel  Landschaft), 
which,  having  revolted  from  the  to^vn 
of  Bale  after  the  July  revolution,  was 
separated  from  it  by  an  act  of  the 
Diet  in  1832,  though  the  two  divisions 
are  still  regarded  in  the  Diet  but  as 
one  estate.  Bale  Campagne  includes 
53  parishes,  with  about  36,000  inhab., 
or  about  four-fifths  of  the  canton. 
Liesthal,  a  dirty,  uninteresting  town 
of  2170  inhab.,  since  the  revolution 
has  become  the  seat  of  government. 


In  the  Council-house  (Rathstube)  are 
curious  paintings  and  sentences  on 
the  walls. 

At  Bubendorf  is  a  tolerable  inn, 
near  a  mineral  spring.  The  valley 
contracts  and  assumes  a  very  roman- 
tic character  on  approaching 

2J  Waldenburg  (Inn  at  Oberdorf, 
tolerable),  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
at  the  N.  base  of  the  Jura.  To  the 
E.  may  be  seen  the  ruins  of  the  Castle^ 
destroyed  in  17!98,  planted  on  a  high 
rocky  ridge,  which  seems  to  close  up 
the  valley — and  a  wall  once  actually 
extended  from  it  across  valley  and 
river.  Here  begins  the  ascent  of  the 
Hauenstein  by  a  series  of  zigzags,  and 
continues  for  1^  hour  as  far  as  Lan- 
genbruck. 

The  road  over  the  Ober-Hauen- 
stein,  once  formidable  from  the  abrupt- 
ness of  the  ascent,  has  been  greatly 
improved,  and  the  steepness  of  the 
slope  so  much  diminished,  that  extra 
horses  are  unnecessary  except  for  very 
heavily  laden  carriages.  The  sunmiit, 
3000  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  is  easily 
surmounted  in  an  hour.  A  heavy 
toll,  amounting  to  21  batz  for  a  car- 
riage with  two  horses,  is  paid  on 
crossing  it.  On  this  account  the 
Swiss  voituriers  generally  avoid  this 
road.  Down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century  so  steep  was  the  old  road  that 
loaded  waggons  were  drawn  up  on 
one  side  and  let  down  the  other  with 
a  rope  and  windlass. 

Langenbruck  {Inn:  Bar)  is  the  last 
village  in  B^e  Campagne.  Holder- 
bank  is  in  Soleure.  The  ruins  of 
Alt-Bechburg  castle  are  visible  over 
the  fir-woods. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  descent  the 
imposing  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Falken- 
stein,  surmounted  by  its  circular  Don- 
jon, rise  midway  between  the  two 
roads  to  Bdle,  by  the  Hauenstein  and 
by  the  Passwang,  which  unite  here. 
This  position  gave  to  its  ancient 
owners  the  powers  of  levying  black- 
mail upon  each  of  these  passes,  It 
belonged  at  one  time  to  Rudolph  von 
Wart,  who  was  broken  on  the  wheel 
for  his  share  in  the  murder  of  the 
Emperor  Albert,  and  was  consoled  in 
his  agony  by  the  presence  and  forti- 
B  3 
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tude  of  his  wife.  (See  Bte.  6,  p.  16.) 
The  castle  was  destroyed  by  the  men 
of  Basle,  because  a  waggon  laden  with 
safiPron,  belonging  to  their  merchants, 
had  been  pillaged  by  the  Lords  of 
Falkenstein.  . 

At  the  foot  of  the  bare  rock  lies  the 
hamlet  of  St  Wolfgang. 

2|  Ballsthal(Zn»;  Rossli,  tolerable), 
the  chief  place  in  the  valley,  and  the 
usual  rendezvous  of  the  men  of  the 
canton  when  assembled  to  discuss 
public  business. 

The  valley  is  suddenly  closed  by 
the  advance  of  a  rock  surmounted  by 
the  still  iiAabited  Castle  of  Blauen- 
steiriy  at  whose  base  crouches  the  vil- 
lage of  Innere  Klus  (^Tnn:  Hirsch), 
arranged  in  2  rows  of  houses,  at  the 
outlet  of  a  romantic  defile  or  rent 
(Klus),  which  severs  the  Jura  chain. 
It  derives  its  name  from  having  been 
closed  (clausus)  in  ancient  times  by 
gate  and  wall,  erected  by  the  lords  of 
Blauenstein.  This  Pass  is  of  much 
importance  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  as  one  of  the  main  portals  into 
Switzerland.  In  the  iron  furnaces  of 
Klus  village  the  pea-like  iron-ore 
(bohnerz),  so  common  in  the  Jura,  is 
smelted.  The  road  on  the  rt.  leads 
into  the  Miinster  Thai  at  Gansbrun- 
nen  (Rte.  1,  p.  6),  through  the  valley 
of  the  Diinnem. 

Near  Aussere  Klus  (/»«.•  Lowe), 
where  the  pass  terminates,  the  tra- 
veller emerges  into  the  Aar  valley, 
and  is  greeted  by  a  fine  view  of  the 
snowy  chain  of  the  Alps,  and  the 
road  descends.  Oensingen  and  the 
ruins  of  Neu  Bechburg  remain  on 
the  1.,  Ober-Bipjp  on  the  rt.  of  the 
road.  Above  it  rises  the  ruined  Castle 
of  Bipp  (castrum  Pepini),  built  b^ 
Pepin,  Maire  du  Palais.  The  emi- 
nence on  which  it  stands  is  crowned 
with  fine  chestnut  trees,  and  the  view 
from  it  is  superb. 

2jk  Wiedlisbach. 

2f  SoLEURE  (Germ.  Solothum). 
Inns:  Couronne,  old,  and  subject  to 
bad  smells,  but  tolerable  in  other  re- 
spects; good  table  d'h6te  at  1,  2^fr.; 
La  Tour. 

Soleure,  the  capital  of  the  canton, 
is  prettily  situated  on  the  Aar,  at  the 


foot  of  the  Jura  range,  and  has  4647 
inhab.  (200  Protestants).  In  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century  it  was 
surrounded  by  fortifications  of  great 
extent,  which  took  60  years  to  com- 
plete, and  consumed  vast  sums  of 
money.  In  1835  the  removal  of  these 
costly  and  useless  works  was  decreed 
by  the  Great  Council  of  the  canton. 
It  is  on  the  whole  a  dull  town  with 
little  trade  and  few  manufactures. 
The  following  objects  are  most  worth 
notice. 

At  the  end  of  the  principal  street, 
approached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  flanked 
by  fountains  representing  Moses 
striking  the  rock,  and  Gideon  wrinff- 
ing  the  dew  from  the  fleece,  stands 
the  Cathedral  of  St  Ursus  (a  soldier 
of  the  Theban  legion),  a  modem 
building,  finished  1773,  by  an  Italian, 
Pesoni,  of  Ancona;  it  is  mstinguished 
by  its  size,  and  on  the  whole  hand- 
some. 

The  clock  tower  (Zeitglockenthurm), 
in  the  market-place  (a  continuation 
of  the  same  street),  is  stated  by  the 
guide-books  to  be  a  Boman  work, 
while  a  German  inscription  upon  it 
attributes  its  foundation  to  a  period 
500  years  earlier  than  the  birth  of 
Christ;  it  may  owe  its  origin  to  the 
Burgundian  kings.  It  is  square  in 
form,  and  constructed  of  the  most 
solid  masonry,  rough  outside,  origi- 
nally without  window  or  other  open- 
ing, for  80  feet  If  we  are  to  believe 
the  two  Latin  verses  on  the  front  of 
this  building,  Soleure  is  the  most 
ancient  city  in  M".W.  Europe  except 
Treves: 
In  Celtis  nihil  est  Salodoro  antiquius,  unia 
Exceptis  Treviris,  quorum  ego  dicta  soror. 

The  Arsenal  (Zeughaus),  a  gable 
fronted  house  (d.  1580),  not  far  from 
the  Cathedral,  contains  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  curious  collection  of 
ancient  armour  in  Switzerland.  Here 
are  shown  numerous  standards,  taken 
by  the  Swiss  in  their  victories  over 
the  Burgundians  and  Austrians,  at 
Sempach,  Morat,  Nancy  ("bearing  the 
portrait  of  Charles  the  Bold— with  St. 
George  and  the  Dragon),  and  Grand- 
son. Some  of  these,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them,  have  been  fastened  to 
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Sieces  of  coarse  canvas;  the  yellow 
ag  with  tlte  Austrian  eagle  was 
brought  from  Domach.  Among  800 
suits  of  armour  are  many  French  and 
Burffundian.  There  are  a  few  suits 
of  chain  mail,  and  a  great  many  of 
commoner  sort  worn  by  Lanzknecnts. 
More  than  100  heads  are  said  to  have 
fallen  under  an  executioner's  sword  here 
preserved.  Several  specimens  of  wall 
pieces,  or  long  swivels,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  fortress,  are  curious.  Some 
of  the  armour  is  for  sale. 

The  Museum^  in  the  Waisenhaus, 
close  to  the  bridge  over  the  Aar,  con- 
tains the  finest  collection  of  Jura 
fossils  in  existence — 15,000  specimens, 
chiefly  from  quarries  near  Soleure, 
which  will  be  viewed  with  great  inte- 
rest by  the  geologist.  There  are 
nearly  thirty  specimens  of  fossil  turtle, 
rarely  found  elsewhere,  together  with 
teeth  and  palates  of  fish,  and  nume- 
rous fragments  of  saurians,  derived 
from  a  formation  which  is  believed  to 
correspond  with  the  Portland  stone  of 
England.  The  jaws  of  mammalia  are 
said  to  come  from  the  same  locality  (  ?). 
A  suite  of  specimens  of  the  rocks  of 
the  Alps  were  collected  in  nulnerous 
journeys  bv  Professor  Hugi,  to  whom 
belongs  the  merit  of  forming  and 
arranging  this  cabinet. 

The  Ambassador  of  France  to  the 
Swiss  Confederation  resided  here 
until  the  French  Revolution :  his 
hotel  is  converted  into  a  barrack. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Bale 
lives  here.  The  clergy  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  both  in  the  town  and 
canton.  There  are  several  convents 
at  Soleure.  The  sisters  of8t  Joseph's 
Nunneryj  outside  the  Berne  gate, 
make  artificial  flowers,  sweetmeats, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  sell  at 
the  grating.  Their  pincushions  are 
clumsy,  and  themselves  not  very  in- 
terestmg.  Soleure  was  long  the  head- 
quarters for  enlisting  Swiss  recruits 
in  the  foreign  service  of  France, 
Spain,  the  Pope,  and  Naples— but  the 
practice  is  goingout:  a  contract  is  in 
force  with  the  King  of  Naples,  but 
expires  in  1855,  and  will  probably 
not  be  renewed. 

Thaddetu  KoseiitskOi  the  Pole,  spent 


the  last  years  of  his  life  here  ;  his 
house,  in  which  he  died,  is  near  the 
Post-office,  No.  5,  Gurzelen-gasse. 
His  entrails  are  interred  in  the  church- 
yard of  Zuchwyl,  a  mile  distant  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Aar,  under  a 
monument  inscribed  "  Viscera  Thaddei 
Kosciusko." 

About  2  miles  N.E.  of  Soleure,  be- 
yond the  village  of  St.  Nicholas,  lies 
the  chapel  and  Hermitage  of  St.  Verena^ 
at  the  extremity  of  a  pretty  valley, 
hemmed  in  by  rocks  of  gneiss  and 
granite,  embowered  in  trees,  and  tra- 
versed by  a  sparkling  rivulet.  It  is 
rendered  accessible  bypaths,  originally 
formed  by  the  French  emigres,  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, sought  an  asylum  here.  The 
valley  abounds  in  caves  and  CTOttoes, 
partly  natural,  partly  artificiel,  and  at 
Its  further  extremity,  within  a  natural 
shelf  of  over-arching  cliflF,  stands  the 
little  Chapel  of  8t.  Veretia  ;  behind  the 
altar  a  small  cave  has  been  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  now  contains  a  representa- 
tion of  the  holy  sepulchre.  This  saint, 
a  pious  maiden  wno  accompanied  the 
Theban  legion,  suffered  severe  tempta- 
tion in  this  solitude,  according  to  the 
legend,  from  the  devil,  who,  on  one 
occasion,  was  on  the  point  of  carrying 
her  off,  when  she  saved  herself  by 
clinging  fast  to  the  rock,  where  the 
hole  made  by  her  finger-nails  still 
remains.  On  tne  way  to  the  hermitage, 
near  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  me 
Chateau  of  Waldegy  is  passed ;  its  old- 
fashioned  gardens,  laid  out  in  terraces, 
are  worth  notice. 

The  Weissenstein. — The  most  inte- 
resting excursion  ih  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Soleure  is  that  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (Whiterock,  pro- 
bably named  from  its  white  dim  of 
limestone),  the  mountain  immediately 
behind  the  town.  The  distance  is 
about  8  miles,  and  the  time  occupied  in 
the  ascent  3  hours.  The  mountain  is 
made  accessible  for  chars-ii-banc,  by  a 
road  somewhat  steep,  passing  through 
the  villages  Langendorf  and  Oberdorf, 
behind  which  it  is  carried  up  the  face  of 
the  mountains  in  a  series  of  zig-zags. 

A  char-i-banc,  drawn  by  2  horses, 
may  be  hired  at   the  Couronne,  in 
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Soleure,  for  10  or  12  Swiss  francs  to 
go  and  return.  If  it  be  detained  on 
the  mountain  for  the  ni^ht,  2  francs 
extra  are  paid.  Pedestrians  may  find 
a  short  cut,  and  reach  the  top  easily 
in  2^  hrs. ;  they  may  visit  the  Her- 
mitage of  St.  Verena  in  their  way  to 
or  fro. 

An  ffotel  and  Bath-house  has  been 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  on 
the  brow  of  the  mountain,  3950  feet 
above  the  sea-level,  and  2640  above 
the  Aar  at  Soleure.  It  furnishes 
about  30  beds,  and  the  accommoda- 
tion, though  homely,  is  good.  It 
is  rented  by  the  landlord  of  the 
Couronne  at  Soleure,  M.  Brunner. 
The  charges  are — diiiner  at  table- 
d'hote,  without  wine,  1  fr,  20  rap.; 
supper,  1  fr.  bs. ;  breakfast  of  tea  or 
cofifee  alone,  50  rp.  ;  beds  from  8  to 
10  batz. 

The  dairy  of  the  establishment  is 
supplied  by  60  cows,  fed  on  the  pas- 
ture on  the  summit  of  the  mountains, 
so  that  milk  and  cream  may  be  had 
here  in  perfection. 

Many  invalids  take  up  their  resi- 
dence here  during  the  summer  months, 
on  account  of  the  fresh  air,  or  for  the 
"cure  de  petit  lait"  (goat's  whey), 
&c.,  which  is  recommended  in  certain 
complaints.  The  daily  charge  for 
those  who  remain  here  more  than  a 
week  "  en  pension,"  is  6  E.  francs. 

The  greater  portion  of  visitors, 
however,  resort  hither  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  view,  remaining  on  the 
summit  one  night  to  enjoy  the  sunset 
and  sunrise. 

The  Inn  of  the  Weissenstein,  and 
the  stiU  more  elevated  summit  of  the 
mountain,  called  Hasematte,  1 J  hour's 
walk  from  the  Inn,  to  the  W.  of  it, 
command  one  of  the  finest  distant 
prospects  of  the  Alps  which  can  be 
named.  The  great  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  &c.,  here  seen,  spread  out 
along  the  horizon,  extends  for  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  200  miles,  from  the 
Sentis  on  the  E.,  to  the  Mftnt  Blanc 
in  the  W.  Immediately  in  front  rise 
the  Jungfrau,  Schreckhom,  and  other 
giants  of  the  Bernese  chain.  In  the 
foreground,  amidst  a  varied  expanse 
of  wooded  hill  and  verdant  vale,  are 


seen  the  lakes  of  Mor^  Neuchitel, 
and  Bienne,  while  the  silver^  Aar,  on 
which  stands  the  town  of'^  Soleure, 
winds  like  a  snake  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain. 

KeUer  has  engraved  a  panorama 
of  the  Weissenstein,  in  which  every 
mountain,  town,  village,  and  other 
object  of  interest  visible  from  the  top, 
is  marked.  Copies  of  it  are  hung  up 
at  the  inn  for  the  convenience  of  vi- 
sitors. The  landlord  of  the  Couronne 
at  Soleure  will  give  his  guests  a  small 
sketch  of  it. 

Another  road,  quite  practicable  for  a 
char-a-banc,  descends  tne  opposite  (N.) 
side  of  the  Weissenstein,  into  the  Val 
Moutiers  (see  p.  6): 

From  Soleure  to  Bienne  is  5  leagues 
=15Eng.  m.  The  road  runs  along 
the  S.  base  of  the  Jura.  The  inn  on 
the  top  of  the  Weissenstein  continues 
long  a  conspicuous  object. 

2^  Grenchen. 

On  the  rt.  of  the  road  lie  the  Baths 
of  Grange  (Grenchen),  a  large  build- 
ing. At  Boujean  (Botzingen),  almost 
a  suburb  of  Bienne,  our  road  falls  in 
with  that  from  the  Miinster  Thai 
(Route  1). 

2}  Bienne  (p.  7). 

ROUTE  4. 

BASLE  TO  LUCERNE,  BY  THE  UNTER- 
HAUENSTEIN,  OLTEN,  AARBURG,  AND 
SEMPACH. 

19|  leagues  =  59  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  goes  daily. 

The  road  throughout  is  good. — As 
far  as 

3^  Liesthal,  it  is  the  same  as  Route 
3 ;  here,  instead  of  turning  S.,  it 
ascends  the  vale  of  the  Ergolz,  as 
far  as 

2|  Bukten. 

Tne  pass  of  the  Unter-Hauenstein 
(the  hewn  rock),  which  now  com- 
mences, is  of  great  importance  as  an 
outlet  for  the  merchandise  of  Switzer- 
land, and  as  the  most  direct  line  of 
communication  from  W.  Germany  to 
Italy  by  the  St.  Gothard.  Improve- 
ments have  rendered  the  slope  on  both 
side^  so  gradual,  that  extra  horses  are 
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rarely  required  for  carriages.  A  toll 
of  5  batz  per  horse  is  paid,  but  no- 
thing is  charged  for  Vorspann  horses. 
From  the  summit  of  the  pass,  after 
crossing  the  boundary-line  of  Bale 
and  Soleure,  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps. 

2i  Olten  (^Inns:  Halbe  Mond;— 
Krone),  though  it  contains  but  1500 
Inhab.,  promises  to  rise  into  a  flourish- 
ing town,  to  the  prejudice  of  Soleure, 
of  which  it  is  becoming  the  rival.  Its 
prosperity  is  greatly  promoted  by  its 
position  on  the  new  road  of  the  TJnter- 
Hauenstein.  It  is  built  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Aar,  and  is  said  to  be  the 
Boman  Ultimum,  The  roads  from 
Bale  to  Lucerne,  and  from  Ziirich  to 
Soleure  and  Neuch^tel,  cross  here. 
The  old  parish  church,  converted  into  a 
wood  warehouse  since  the  new  one 
was  built,  is  mentioned  in  records  as 
early  as  1240. 

Our  road  crosses  the  Aar  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  and  proceeds  along 
its  rt.  bank,  through  pleasing  scenery, 
to 

JAarburg — {Inns:  Bar;  Krone) — 
a  town  of  1500  Inhab.,  almost  entirely 
rebuilt  since  a  conflagration  in  1840, 
distinguished  by  its  extensive  Citadel 
on  the  heights  above,  constructed  in 
1660  ;  the  only  fortress  belonging  to 
the  Swiss  Confederation,  but  of  no  use 
as  a  fortification,  for,  although  it  has 
bomb-proof  casemates  hewn  out  of  the 
rock,  its  works  have  been  allowed  to 
go  to  decay.  It  serves  as  a  military 
storehouse  for  the  Swiss  Confedera- 
tion, and  forms  a  picturesque  object 
in  the  landscape,  such  as  is  met  with 
in  the  background  of  old  German  pic- 
tures. Outside  the  town  is  an  exten- 
sive cotton  factory.     1 J  m.  farther,  at 

Kreutzstrasse,  the  high  road  from 
iJiirich  to  Berne  (Route  13)  crosses  our 
route.    The  Lion  is  a  good  inn  here. 

The  road  continues  along  a  pretty 
valley,  distinguished  by  its  verdant 
pastures,  and  its  substantial-looking 
houses,  many  of  them  with  gardens, 
whose  walls  are  often  covered  with 
thin  plates  of  wood  overlapping  each 
other  like  fishes'  scales.  It  is  bor- 
dered by  a  varied  outline  of  wooded 
heights.     In  front,  the  snowy  Alps. 


I  Zoffingen — Inns:  Cheval  Blanc 
(Rossli),  Ochs — a  town  with  3172  In- 
hab. Its  Library  contains  curious  MS. 
letters  and  drawings.  A  fragment  of 
the  castle  of  Keiden,  and  a  solitary 
tree  perched  on  a  rock  beside  it,  be- 
come conspicuous  before  reaching  the 
village  of  Reiden,  where  a  toll  of  8 
batz,  including  all  the  road  to  and 
from<ithis  to  Lucerne,  is  paid.  The 
Parsonage  was  originally  the  house  of 
the  Knights  of  Malta. 

A  view  is  obtained  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  and  of  a  smaller  lake  called 
Mauensee,  from  the  height  above. 

^  Sursee — {Inns :  Soleil ;  Hirsch ; 
bad  and  dear) — an  old  walled  town, 
whose  gate-towers  stiU  bear  the  double- 
headed  eagle  of  Austria  carved  in 
stone.  "  The  traveller  may  well  em- 
ploy a  few  moments  in  examining  the 
Hathhaus,  much  dilapidated,  but  afford- 
^^S  8-  good  specimen  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  German-Burgundian  style. 
The  general  outline  resembles  the  old 
Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh."— P.  Sursee 
lies  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
from  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  which  is  seen  over  and 
amon^  the  orchards  on  the  left  of  the 
road  m  going  to  Lucerne.  It  has  no 
pretensions  to  great  beauty,  but  is 
pleasing,  and  highly  interesting  his- 
torically, from  the  famous  Battle  of 
Sempach  (1386) — the  second  of  those 
great  and  surprising  victories  by 
which  Swiss  independence  was  esta- 
blished. It  was  fought  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  lake,  behind  the  little 
town  of  Sempach,  opposite  which  the 
lake  comes  into  full  view  from  our 
road.  In  1805,  a  portion  of  the  water 
of  the  lake  was  let  off,  in  order  to 
gain  land  along  its  banks;  thus  its 
extent  is  diminished,  its  surface  low- 
ered, and  its  form  somewhat  altered 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
battle. 

About  2  m.  from  Sempach — {Inns : 
Kreutz;  Adler)  —  a  small  chapel,  in 
the  form  of  a  portico,  is  erected  to 
commemorate  the  victory,  on  the  spot 
where  Leopold  of  Austria  (son  of  the 
Duke  of  the  same  name  who  had  been 
defeated  71  years  before  at  Morgar- 
ten)  lost  his  me.    The  names  o(  those 
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who  fell,  both  Austrians  and  Swiss, 
were  inscribed  on  the  walls,  which 
also  bear  a  rude  fresco  representation 
of  the  noble  devotion  of  Arnold  of 
Winkelried, 

He  of  battle-martyn  chief  I 

Who,  to  recall  his  daunted  peers, 

For  victory  shaped  an  open  space, 

By  gath'rin^,  with  a  wide  embrace. 

Into  his  single  heart,  a  sheaf 

Of  fatal  Aostrian  spears— -^ord»i«>r«A. 

He  was  a  knight  of  Uuterwalden, 
who,  observing  all  the  efforts  of  the 
Swiss  to  break  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies  foiled  by  their  long  lances, 
exclaimed,  "Protect  my  wife  and 
children,  and  I  will  open  a  path  to 
freedom."  He  then  rushed  forward, 
and  gathering  in  his  arms  as  many 
lances  as  he  could  grasp,  buried  them 
in  his  bosom.  The  comederates  were 
enabled  to  take  advantage  of  the  gap 
thus  formed  in  the  mail-clad  ranks 
of  the  foe,  before  the  Austrian  lancers 
had  time  to  extricate  their  entangled 
weapons  from  his  corse.  In  order  to 
oppose  the  Swiss,  who  fought  on  foot, 
many  of  the  Austrian  nobles  had  dis- 
mounted to  form  a  serried  phalanx; 
but  the  armour  which  rendered  them 
almost  invulnerable  on  horseback,  and 
which,  while  they  remained  united 
and  in  close  column,  had  formed  so 
impenetrable  a  barrier  to  the  attack 
of  the  Swiss,  now  that  their  ranks 
were  broken,  disabled  them  from 
coping  with  their  light-armed  and 
active  foes.  600  nobles  were  slain, 
and  more  than  2000  common  soldiers; 
while  the  entire  force  of  the  Swiss, 
who  achieved  this  victory,  is  said  not 
to  have  exceeded  1400  men.  The 
conquerors  founded  masses  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  fell,  friends  as  well 
as  foes,  and  they  are  celebrated  even 
now  on  the  anniversary  of  the  fight, 
which  is  a  popular  festival. 

At  Buttisholz,  a  village  about  3  m. 
W.  of  Nothwyl,  and  on  the  rt.  of  our 
road,  may  be  seen  a  mound,  called 
the  English  harrow^  because  it  contains 
the  bones  of  3000  of  our  countrymen, 
followers  of  the  celebrated  Condot- 
tiero  leader,  Ingelram  de  Coucy,  who 
were  defeated  here,  1376,  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Entlebuch.  This  Ingelram 
de  Coucy  was  son-in-law  of  Edward 


IIL,  king  of  England,  and  Earl  of 
Bedford.  Having  a  feud  against  Leo- 
pold of  Austria,  he  not  only  laid 
waste  his  territories,  but  made  devas- 
tating inroads  into  the  neighbouring 
Swiss  cantons,  from  the  Jura  to  the 
gates  of  Berne  and  Ziirich,  until  his 
career  was  suddenly  arrested  here 
by  a  few  hundred  Swiss  peasants. 
This  action  put  an  end  to  a  str^;gle 
known  in  Swiss  history  as  the  Eng- 
lish war. 

The  approach  to  Lucerne  is  charm- 
ing: on  the  1.  rises  the  Rigi,  in  shape 
somewhat  resembling  a  horse's  back; 
on  the  rt.  the  Filatus  is  distinguished 
by  its  serrated  ridge.  After  crossing 
the  small  stream  of  the  Emme  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  we  reach  the  banks  of 
the  green  Reuss,  rushing  out  of  the 
lake  of  Lucerne.  On  the  rt.  the  new 
road  to  Berne,  by  the  Entlebuch,  is 
passed.  Lucerne  is  surrounded  on 
this  side  by  a  battlemented  wall, 
flanked  at  intervals  by  a  number  of 
tall  watch-towers,  descending  to  the 
margin  of  the  river. 

4*  Lucerne,    (Route  16.) 

ROUTE  5. 

BASLE  TO  AAUAU,  BY  THE 
STAFFELEQG. 

lOX  leagues  =  32|  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  in  6  nours. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  Route  2,  as 
far  as 

3i  Rheinfelden  (p.  8).  At  Stein, 
where  the  Inn  ^zum  I^wen)  is  the 
best  on  the  route,  it  quits  the  side  of  the 
Rhine,  and  ascends  the  Frickthal  to 

4\  Frick — Inn:  Adler  (Aigle) — a 
village  of  1800  Inhab.,  with  a  church 
on  a  neight.  Here  our  route  branches 
out  of  the  high  road  to  Zurich.  (R,  6.) 
The  Frickthal  and  surrounding  district 
belonged  to  Austria  down  to  1801. 

The  Staffelegg  is  a  depression  or  col 
in  the  chain  of  the  Jura,  over  which 
an  easy  carriage-road  has  been  con- 
structed at  the  expense  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  canton.  A  gradual  descent 
leads  down  into  the  valley  of  the  Aar, 
which  is  crossed  in  order  to  enter 

3J  Aarau  —  Inns :  Wilder  Mann, 
(Sauvage)  *—  Ochs  (Boeuf) — Cigogne 
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— ^the  chief  town  of  the  canton  Ar- 
govie,  which  was  first  included  in  the 
Confederation  in  1803,  having  pre- 
viously formed  a  subject  province  of 
canton  Berne,  contains  4500  Inhab., 
and  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Aar:  the  bridge  over  it  was  swept 
away  by  an  inundation  in  1831.  Si- 
mond  called  it,  in  1817,  **an  odious 
little  place;"  but  it  has  much  improved 
and  increased  since  then.  It  lies  at 
the  S.  base  of  the  Jura,  here  partly 
covered  with  vineyards.  There  are 
many  extensive  cotton-mills  here. 

Tne  Rathhausy  in  which  the  can- 
tonal councils  are  held,  includes  with- 
in its  circuit  the  tower  of  a  feudal 
castle  of  the  Coimts  von  Bore,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  nucleus  of 
the  town.  In  the  parish  churchy  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  services  are  per- 
formed alternately. 

Henry  Zschokke,  the  historian  and 
novel  writer,  resided  here.  When  the 
armies  of  the  French  Revolution  took 

Sossession  of  Switzerland  in  1789,  and 
estroyed  its  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment, Aarau  was  made  capital  of  the 
Helvetian  Bepublic,  but  it  was  soon 
transferred  to  Lucerne. 

The  baths  of  Schintznach  (p.  17)  are 
about  10  m.  from  this.  The  rocui  to 
them  runs  along  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Aar,  passing  several  castles,  the  most 
conspicuous  of  which  is  that  of  Win- 
^'^^Q'  "  A  footpath  along  the  1.  bank 
is  strongly  recommended  to  pedes- 
trians. It  leads  to  Schintznach  in  3 
hours'  walk  over  the  Gisli-Fluh  (easy 
ascent),  an  eminence  commanding  a 
very  remarkable  and  beautiful  view. 
The  little  lakes  of  Halwyl  and  Bal- 
deck,  unseen  from  the  valley  below, 
are  here  visible,  and  contribute  to 
the  beauty  of  the  scene." — A,  E. 

Close  to  Schintznach  rise  the  ruins 
of  the  Castle  of  Hahsburgy  the  cradle  of 
the  House  of  Austria  (p.  17). 

ROUTE  6. 

BASLE  TO  ZURICH,  BY  BRUGG  [THE 
BATHS  OP  schintznach]  AND  BADEN. 
RAIL — BADEN  TO  ZURICH. 

17f  leagues  =  53i  Eng.  m. 
Diligences  twice  a  day  in  8  hours 


to  Baden.  Rail  in  f  hour  thence  to 
Ziirich.  Post  horses  may  be  obtained 
on  this  road — a  private  enterprise. 
The  road  is  the  same  as  Routes  2 
and  5  as  far  as 

7|  Frick  (p.  14),  passing  through  the 
villages  of  Homussen  and  Emngen. 
The  road  crosses  the  hill  of  Botzberg, 
whose  culminating  point,  1850  ft. 
above  the  sea,  commands  a  fine  view 
of  the  Alps.  It  was  called  Mons  Vo- 
cetius  by  the  Romans,  who  constructed 
a  highway  across  it;  and  on  this  spot, 
according  to  Swiss  antiquaries,  was 
fought  the  battle  so  fatal  to  the  Hel* 
vetians,  i  n  which  they  were  defeated 
bv  Csecina,  and  the  liegion  called  by 
Tacitus  Rapax  from  its  exactions  and 
cruelty,  a.d.  69. 

Opposite  the  small  Inriy  "An  der 
Linden,"  there  is  a  remarkably  fine 
view  of  the  Castle  of  Habsburg  and 
town  of  Brugg,  with  the  Aar  in  front, 
and  the  distant  chain  of  Bernese 
Alps  behind,  including  the  Jungfrau 
and  Blumlis  Alp.  The  road  descends 
a  long  hill  to  Brugg,  crossing  the 
Aar  by  a  wooden  bridge,  70  ft.  long. 

3J  Brugg,  or  Bruck — /wis;  Rothes 
Haus  (Maison  Rouge),  best;  Das 
Rossle — a  walled  town  of  great  an- 
tiquity, having  been  an  ancient  pos- 
session of  the  House  of  Habsburg, 
containing  800  Inhab.  The  exit  and 
entrance  to  it  are  guarded  by  high 
conical  roofed  towers.  It  is  the  birtn- 
place  of  Zimmerman,  physician  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  who  wrote  on 
Solitude. 

The  country  around  Brugg  is  in- 
teresting, both  in  a  geographical  and 
historical  point  of  view.  In  the  plain, 
a  little  below  the  town,  three  of  the 
principal  rivers  of  Switzerland  which 
drain  the  N.  slopes  of  the  Alps,  from 
the  Orisons  to  the  Jura,  the  Limmat, 
the  Reuss,  and  the  Aar,  form  a  junc- 
tion, and,  united  under  the  name  of 
the  Aar,  throw  themselves  into  the 
Rhine  about  10  m.  below  Brugg,  at  a 
place  called  Coblenz. 

Close  upon  this  meeting  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  on  the  triang^ular  tongue  of 
land  between  the  Aar  and  Reuss, 
stood  Vindonissa,  the  most  important 
settlement  of  th6  Romans  in  Helvetia, 
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as  well  as  their  strongest  fortress  on 
this  frontier,  on  which  they  placed 
their  chief  dependence  for  maintain- 
ing this  portion  of  their  empire.  Its 
works  extended  12  m.  from  N.  to  S. 
Yet  scarcely  any  portion  of  it  now 
appears  above  ground;  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  a  subterranean  aque- 
duct, which  conveyed  water  from 
Brauneggberg,  3  m.  off,  foundations 
of  walls,  broken  pottery,  inscriptions, 
and  coins,  have  been  turned  up  by  the 
spade  from  time  to  time,  and  its  name 
Is  preserved  in  that  of  the  miserable 
little  village  of  Windisch. 

"  Within  the  ancient  walls  of  Vin- 
donissa,  the  castle  of  Habsburg,  the 
abbey  of  Kbnigsfeld,  and  the  town  of 
BrucK  have  successively  arisen.  The 
philosophic  traveller  may  compare 
the  monuments  of  Roman  conquests, 
of  feudal  or  Austrian  tyranny,  of 
monkish  superstition,  and  of  indus- 
trious freedom.  If  he  be  truly  a 
philosopher,  he  will  applaud  the 
merit  and  happiness  of  his  own  time." 
— Gibbon. 

I5  m.  E.  of  Bnigg  stands  the  Abbey 
of  Konigsfelden  (King's  field),  founded, 
1310,  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and 
Agnes  Queen  of  Hungary,  on  the 
spot  where,  two  years  before,  their 
husband  and  fatner,  the  Emperor 
Albert,  was  assassinated.  The  con- 
vent, a  group  of  gloomy  piles,  was 
suppressed  in  1528,  and  is  now  con- 
verted into  a  farm-house,  an  hospital, 
and  a  mad-house ;  the  rest  is  rapidly 
falling  to  decay.  The  Churchy  though 
dilapidated,  contains  some  very  fine 
painted  glass,  and  numerous  pave- 
ment tombs,  with  sculptured  coats  of 
arms  of  a  long  train  of  nobles  who 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Sempach.  Tlie 
large  vaults  beneath  were  the  burial- 
place  of  many  members  of  the  Aus- 
trian family,  including  Agnes,  and 
Iieopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  but 
they  were  removed  hence  into  the 
Austrian  dominions  in  1770.  Accord- 
ing to  tradition  the  high  altar  stands 
on  the  spot  where  Albert  fell.  He 
had  crossed  the  ferry  of  the  Keuss  in 
a  small  boat,  leaving  his  suite  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  attended  only  by 
the  four  conspirators.    The  chief  of 


them,  John  of  Suabia,  his  nephew — 
who  had  been  instigated  to  slay  him 
by  the  wrong  he  endured  in  "being 
kept  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance 
by  his  uncle — first  struck  him  in  the 
throat  with  his  lance.  Balm  ran  him 
through  with  his  sword,  and  Walter 
von  Essenbach  cleft  his  skull  with  a 
felling-stroke.  Wart,  the  fourth,  took 
no  share  in  the  murder.  Although 
the  deed  was  so  openly  done,  in  broad 
day,  almost  under  the  walls  of  the 
Imperial  Castle  of  Habsburg,  and  in 
sight  of  a  large  retinue  of  armed  at- 
tendants, the  murderers  were  able  to 
escape  in  different  directions ;  and  the 
imperial  retainers  took  to  flight,  leav- 
ing their  dying  master  to  breathe  his 
last  in  the  arms  of  a  poor  peasant  who 
happened  to  pass. 

A  peasant-girl    that    royal    head    upon   her 
bosom  laid, 

And,  shrinking  not  for  woman's  dreadj   the 
face  of  death  survey'd : 

Alone  she  sate.      From  hill  and  wood  low 
sunk  the  mournful  sun ; 

Fast  gushed  the  fount  of  noble  blood.    Trea- 
son his  worst  had  done. 

With  her  long  hair  she  vainly  pressed  the 
wounds  to  staunch  their  tide ; 

Unknown,  on  that  meek,  humble  breast,  im- 
perial Albert  died. 

Mn.  Hemans. 

A  direful  vengeance  was  wreaked 
by  the  children  of  the  murdered 
monarch ;  not,  however,  upon  the 
murderers — for,  with  the  exception  of 
Wart,  the  only  one  who  did  not  raise 
his  hand  against  him,  they  all  escaped 
— but  upon  their  femilies,  relations, 
and  friends  ;  and  1000  victims  are  be- 
lieved to  have  expiated,  with  their 
lives,  a  crime  of  which  they  were  to- 
tally innocent.  Queen  Agnes  grati- 
fied her  spirit  of  vengeance  with  the 
sight  of  these  horrid  executions,  ex- 
claiming, while  63  unfortunate  men 
were  butchered  before  her,  "Now  I 
bathe  in  May-dew  1"  She  ended  her 
days  in  the  convent  of  Konigsfelden, 
which  she  had  founded  and  endowed 
with  the  confiscated  property  of  those 
whom  she  had  slaughtered.  Penance, 
prti^er,  and  almsgiving  could  avail 
but  little  to  stifle  the  qualms  of  a 
guilty  conscience  for  the  bloody  deeds 
which  she  had  committed;  and  it  is 
recorded  that  a  holy  hermit,  to  whom 
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she  had  applied  for  absolution,  replied 
to  her,  **  Woman  I  God  is  not  to  be 
served  with  bloody  hands,  nor  by  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  persons,  nor  by 
convents  built  with  the  plunder  of 
orphans  and  widows,  but  by  mercy 
and  forgiveness  of  injuries."  The 
building  in  which  she  passed  50  years 
of  her  life  was  destroyed ;  that  which 
is  shown  as  her  cell  is  not  so  in 
reality.  There  was  a  grove  of  oaks 
on  the  spot  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  committed.  The  tree  under 
which  Albert  fell  was  converted  into 
a  chest  to  hold  Agnes'  jewels,  and  is 
still  preserved. 

About  2  m.from  Brugg,  on  a  wooded 
height  called  Wiilpelsberg,  stand  the 
remains  of  the  Castle  of  JIabsburg,  or 
Habichtsburg  (Hawk's  Castle),  the 
cradle  of  the  House  of  Austria,  built 
by  Count  Radbod  of  Altenburg,  1020, 
an  ancestor  of  the  family.  A  mere 
fragment  of  the  original  building  now 
exists.  The  tall,  square  keep  of 
rough  stones  has  walls  8  ft.  thick  ; 
and  beneath  it  a  dungeon,  to  be  en- 
tered only  by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
above.  The  view  firom  it  is  pictu- 
resque and  interesting;  the  eye  ranges 
along  the  course  of  the  three  rivers, 
over  the  site  of  the  Boman  Yindonissa 
and  Konigsfelden,  the  sepulchre  of 
imperial  Albert:  on  the  S.  rises  the 
ruined  castle  of  Braune^,  which  be- 
longed to  the  sons  of  the  tyrant 
Gessler;  and  below  it  Birr,  where 
Festalozzi,  the  teacher,  died,  and  is 
buried.  It  takes  in  at  a  single  glance 
the  whole  Swiss  patrimony  of  the 
Habsbiirgs — an  estate  far  more  limited 
than  that  of  many  a  British  peer — 
from  which  Budolph  was  called  to 
wield  the  sceptre  of  Charlema^e. 
The  House  of  Austria  were  deprived 
of  their  Swiss  territories  by  papal  ban, 
150  ^ears  after  Rudolph's  elevation: 
but  It  is  believed  that  the  ruin  has 
again  become  the  property  of  the 
Austrian  Emperor  by  purchase. 

Below  the  castle,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Wiilpelsberg,  and  about  3  miles  from 
Brugg,  lie  the  Baths  of  Schintznachf 
also  csdled  Habsburger  Bad,  the  most 
frequented  watering-place  in  Switzer- 
land.   The  principal  Duildings  are  the 


Great  Inn  (Grosser  Gasthof )  and  the 
Bath-home^  in  a  semi-circular  form. 
"  There  are  6  apartments,  with  large 
sitting-rooms,  and  360  beds.  The 
table  d'hote  saloon  is  180  Fr.  ft.  long, 
and  500  persons  frequently  sit  down 
to  dinner  together  in  the  season. 
There  are  160  baths,  all  exactly  alike, 
lined  with  Dutch  tiles.  Each  visitor 
has  his  own  bath  for  the  time  he 
remains,  and  there  is  an  admirable 
contrivance  for  ventilating  it  What 
pleased  us  most  in  this  vast  establish- 
ment was  the  attention  which  is  paid 
to  the  wants  of  the  poor.  There  is 
acconmiodation  for  90  persons  both  in 
baths  and  beds,  and  they  are  provided 
with  these,  as  well  as  with  medical 
attendance,  free  of  all  expense.  There 
are  funds,  likewise,  for  their  mainte- 
nance, which  are  increased  by  a  poor- 
box  carried  round  every  Sunday  by  a 
lady  and  gentleman  at  the  table  d'hote. 
There  are  two  resident  physicians. 
The  water  is  60**  Fahr. ;  it  tastes 
strong  of  sulphur,  Epsom,  and  Glauber 
salts,  by  no  means  a  palatable  draught. 
The  visitors  are  chiefly  French — very 
few  English;  hence,  though  provisions 
are  dear  in  this  country,  the  table- 
d'hote  costs  only  3  fr."— L.  Fm.  The 
waters  are  efficacious  in  cutaneous 
disorders,  in  rheumatism  and  gout, 
and  for  wounds.  Schintznach  owes 
little  to  nature  except  its  waters. 
Some  pretty  walks  have  been  made 
near  the  houses,  and  winding  paths, 
under  the  shade  of  trees,  lead  up  the 
hill  to  Habsburg. 

Among  the  many  excursions  in  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  mentioned  the 
view  from  the  Gisu-Fluh  (p.  15). 

BASLE  TO  ziJRiCH — (continued). 
On  quitting  Brugg,  the  road  passes 
(1.)  the  convent  of  Konigsfelden,  tra- 
verses Oderdorf  (near  which  are 
scanty  remains  of  a  Roman  amphi- 
theatre), and  skirts  on  the  1.  the  vil- 
lage of  Windisch  (p.  16),  before  it 
crosses  the  river  Reuss.  It  then  pro- 
ceeds up  the  1.  bank  of  the  Limmat  to 
2J  Baden  (^Inn :  Waage  (Balances), 
the  oest  hotels  are  across  the  water 
at  the  baths,  more  than  i  mile  from 
the  town). — This  ancient  walled  town, 
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of  1800  Inhab.,  is  squeezed  within  a 
narrow  jdefile  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Limmat,  here  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridge.  The  ruins  of  the  Castle 
overlook  it  from  a  rocky  eminence, 
well  worth  ascending  for  the  singular 
view.  It  was  anciently  the  stronghold 
of  the  Austrian  princes,  and  their  resi- 
dence while  Switzerland  belonged  to 
them.  Here  were  planned  the  expe- 
ditions against  the  Swiss,  which  were 
frustrated  at  Morgarten  and  Sempach. 
At  length  when  the  Pope,  in  1415, 
excommunicated  the  Archduke  Fre- 
derick, the  Swiss  took  it  and  burnt  it. 
In  the  Rathhaus  of  Baden  the  pre- 
liminaries preceding  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  terminated  the  war  of 
Succession,  were  arranged  by  Prince 
Eugene  on  the  part  of  Austria,  and 
by  Marshal  ViUars  for  France,  in 
1712. 

Baden,  like  its  namesakes  in  Baden 
and  Austria,  was  frequented  on  ac- 
count of  its  mineral  waters  by  the 
Bomans,  who  called  it  Thermce  Eel- 
veticcB,  It  was  sacked  and  destroyed 
by  Csecina. 

The  Baths— (Inns:  Stadtbof,  best; 
Hinterhof;  Raabe) — are  situated  on 
the  borders  of  the  Limmat,  jt  mile 
below,  or  N.  of  the  town.  They  are 
resorted  to  between  the  months  of 
June  and  September  by  numerous 
visitors,  chiefly  natives  of  Switzer- 
land. The  waters  are  warm  and 
sulphureous,  having  a  temperature  of 
38  Reaum.,  and  are  good  for  rheu- 
matism, &c. 

The  Great  Baths^  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  river,  are  frequented  by  the  upper 
classes;  those  on  the  opposite  side  by 
the  lower  orders. 

The  Swiss  Baden,  though  not  equal 
in  beauty  to  its  namesakes  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  has  considerable 
attractions  in  the  country  around  it, 
which  is  particularly  interesting  to 
the  geologist,  as  affording  proofs  of 
the  great  convulsion  of  nature,  by 
which  the  Limmat  and  other  rivers 
descending  from  the  Alps  forced  their 
way  through  the  opposing  barrier  of 
the  Jura,  to  join  the  Rhine  and  the 
sea.    The  rocky  heights  on  each  side 


of  the  river — the  one  surmounted  by 
the  ruined  castle,  the  other  partly 
covered  by  vineyards — form  the  portal 
through  which  this  great  eruption  of 
waters  was  poured  out.  Before  this 
gorge  was  formed,  Baden  and  the 
country  above  it  must  have  been  a 
vast  lake. 

Agreeable  walks  are  made  for  in- 
valids by  the  side  of  the  Limmat,  and 
many  pleasant  excursions  may  be 
made  in  the  country  around — the 
most  interesting  being  that  described 
above,  to  Schintznach  (8  miles),  by 
Windisch,  Konigsfelden,  and  Habs- 
burg. 

Roman  relics  are  constantly  dis- 
covered in  this  district.  Gambling 
appears  to  have  been  a  prevailing 
vice  among  the  visitors  to  the  baths, 
and  the  Roman  Legions  stationed 
here,  since  a  neighbouring  field  has 
obtained  the  name  of  Dice  Meadow 
(Wurfel  Wiese),  from  the  quantity  of 
aice  dug  up  in  it. 

The  Railroad  to  Zurich  from  Baden 
runs  along  the  1.  bank  of  the  Limmat. 
Trains  4  times  a  day  in  summer. 
It  passes  CBstadten  Sta.  and  Schlieren 
Sta.  The  conoent  of  Wettingenj  a  vast 
building  with  many  courts,  gardens, 
&c.,  surrounded  by  a  wall,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  angle  formed  by  a  bend  of 
the  river  on  its  rt.  bank.  It  was  sup- 
pressed by  the  council  of  the  canton 
(Aarau),  1841.  Its  chwrch,  founded  in 
1227,  contains  tombs  of  some  early 
counts  of  Habsburg  and  Kyburg,  the 
stone  coffin  in  which  the  body  of  the 
Emperor  Albert  was  interred  for  14 
months  after  his  murder,  painted 
glass,  carved  stalls,  &c.  The  railway 
makes  a  great  bend  here. 

Dietikon.  The  stately  building  1. 
on  the  height  surrounded  by  vine- 
yards is  a  Kelterhaus  (wine-press)  of 
the  convent  of  Wettingen.  Near  this 
village  the  French,  under  Massena, 
crossed  the  river,  Sept.  24,  1799 — a 
masterly  movement,  vvhich  led  to  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  and  the  capture 
of  Ziirich.    By  Kiltwangen  to 

4f  ZDmCH.  In  Route  8.  Station, 
on  the  Schiitzenplatz. 
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ROUTE  7. 

SCHAFFHAUSEN  TO  C50N8TANCE. 

Schaffhausen.  (/wns  ;  H.  Weber," 
21  m.  outside  the  town,  close  to  the 
Bhine-fall,  and  commanding  a  fine  view 
of  it  andof  the  Alps:  80  rooms;  table- 
d'hote  at  1  and  5;  omnibus  to  meet  the 
steamers  and  coaches.  Bad  smells. 
The  diligence  to  Basle  passes  the 
door. — In  the  town:  Faucon.  Couronne, 
good  and  clean.  Lion,  small,  but 
comfortable).  There  is  a  Swiss  Extra- 
post  house  here,  where  horses  are 
supplied  for  the  first  stage  on  the 
roads  to  Constance  and  Bale. 

Schaffhausen,  a  town  of  7500  In- 
hab.  stands  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Bhine,  just  above  the  spot  where 
the  rapids  and  falls  commence,  which 
render  that  river  unnavigable  as  far 
as  Basle.  It  was  originally  a  landing- 
place  and  magazine,  at  which  the 
portage  of  goods  began  and  ended, 
and  owes  its  origin  and  name  to  the 
boat  or  skiff  houses^  here  erected.  It 
is  distinguished  above  almost  every 
other  town  in  Switzerland  by  the  an- 
tique architecture  of  its  houses,  whose 
fronts  and  projecting  oriel  windows 
are  decorated  with  carvings  and 
stucco-work.  Many  of  them  were 
orieinally  entirely  covered  externally 
with  fresco  paintings,  but  of  these 
there  are  now  few  examples :  the 
house  called  Zum  Bitter,  nearly  op- 
posite the  Couronne,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  those  that  re- 
main. The  houses  or  halls  of  the 
ancient  Ouildsy  or  Zmfts,  are  worthy 
of  attention  on  account  of  their  quaint 
inscriptions  and  allusive  ornaments. 
The  wall  and  turreted  gateways  of 
the  town  have  been  preserved,  and 
furnish  very  picturesque  subjects  for 
the  pencil. 

It  is  almost  exclusively  on  account 
of  its  vicinity  to  the  celebrated  Falls 
of  the  Bhine  that  Schaffhausen  is 
visited.  It  has  little  resort,  except 
from  the  passage  of  travellers,  it  being 
one  of  the  portals  of  Switzerland,  and 
there  is  litUe  within  the  town  to  de- 
serve notice.  On  the  height  above 
it  rises  the  curious  and  perfect  feudal 


castle  called  Urmoth  or  Murmoth  (Mu- 
nitio?).  Its  towers  have  walls  of 
great  thickness  (18  feet),  said  to  be 
of  Boman  (?)  construction ;  the  build- 
ing, however,  was  not  finished  in  its 
present  state  till  1564.  It  is  provided 
with  bomb-proof  casemates,  capable 
of  sheltering  many  hundred  persons. 
Many  subterranean  passages  lead 
from  it. 

Frederick  Duke  of  Tyrol  (Enipty- 
purse)  conveyed  away  Pope  tfohn 
XXin.  from  the  justice  of  the  Council 
of  Constance,  1415,  and  kept  him  safe 
in  the  castle  of  Schaffhausen,  for 
which  he  was  placed  under  the  ban  of 
the  Empire. 

The  Minster — originally  the  Abbey 
of  All  Saints — ^was  founded  1052.  It 
is  a  building  in  the  Bomanesque,  or 
round  arch^  style,  remarkable  for 
its  antiquity,  the  solidity  of  its  con- 
struction, and  as  exhibitmg  an  unal- 
tered specimen  of  that  style.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  are  supported  by 
single  circular  colunms,  and  those  in 
the  centre  of  the  transept  by  square 
piers  of  the  most  massive  kind.  The 
cloister  attached  to  the  church  con- 
tains a  profusion  of  monuments  of  the 
magistrates  and  patrician  families. 

The  celebrated  wooden  bridge  over 
the  Bhine,  of  a  single  arch,  365  feet 
in  span,  was  burnt  by  the  French  in 
1799,  and  is  replaced  by  one  of  the 
most  ordinary  construction.  A  model 
of  the  original  may  be"  seen  in  the 
town  library:  the  architect  was  a  car- 
penter from  Appenzell,  named  Gru- 
benmann. 

The  Town  Library  contains  the 
collection  of  books  of  the  celebrated 
Swiss  historian  Miiller,  who  was  bom 
here. 

Diligences  go  daily  hence  to  Zurich, 
to  Donaueschingen  and  Freiburg  (on 
the  road  to  Strasburg  and  Frank- 
furt) ;  to  Constance ;  to  Berne  (by 
Sursach,  Briigg,  and  Schintznach)  ;to 
Stuttgart,  and  to  Ulm  and  Augsburg. 

A  steamer  runs  5  times  a  week  be- 
tween Schaffhausen  and  Constance. 

THE  FALLS   OF  THE  BHINE. 

The  Falls  are  about  3  miles  below 
Schaffhausen ;    the  road    to    Zurich 
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passes  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
them. — {Inns:  Weber's  (see  p.  19),  10 
minutes'  walk  from  the  fall.) — J.  O. 

These  quarters  are  convenient  for 
those  who  would  enjoy  the  aspect  of 
the  cataract  at  different  hours,  at  sun* 
rise  and  by  moonlight.  It  will  take 
at  least  2  hours  to  see  the  falls  tho- 
roughly, including  the  time  occupied 
in  crossing  and  recrossing  the  river. 
Close  to  the  fall  is  an  iron  furnace; 
the  wheels  of  the  hammers  are  turned 
'by  the  fall,  and  the  draught  caused  by 
the  rush  of  the  waters  supplies  the 
place  of  bellows. 

One  mode  of  visiting  the  Falls  from 
Schaffhausen  is  to  hire  a  boat  from 
thence  (costs  48  kreutz),  and  descend 
the  river,  which  already  forms  a  suc- 
cession of  rapids,  by  no  means  dan- 
gerous under  the  guidance  of  a  boat- 
man accustomed  to  the  river.  When 
the  increased  celerity  of  the  current 
and  the  audible  roar  announce  that 
the  skiflF  is  approaching  the  falls,  the 
steersman  makes  for  the  1.  bank,  and 
lands  his  passengers  under  the  pic- 
turesque castle  of  Lauffen,  situated 
on  a  high  rock  overlooking  the  fall, 
within  the  Canton  of  Ziirich.  It  is 
occupied  and  rented  by  an  artist  who 
speaks  English,  and  charges  1  franc 
admission  for  each  person.  He  has 
many  pretty  views  of  the  Rhine,  &c., 
for  sale,  also  maps  and  guide-books. 

The  advantage  of  approaching  the 
fall  on  this  side  is,  that  nothing  is 
seen  of  it  until  it  is  at  once  presented 
in  its  most  magnificent  point  of  view, 
from  the  little  pavilion  perched  on 
the  edge  of  the  cliff  immediately  above 
it.  Its  appearance  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  is  tame  in  compa- 
rison, and  the  first  impression  from 
thence,  made  by  the  finest  cataract  in 
Europe,  will  most  probably  prove  dis- 
appointing. Several  flights  of  very 
ruje  stone  and  wooden  steps  conduct 
from  this  paviUon  to  a  projecting 
stage,  or  rude  balcony,  of  stout  tim- 
bers, thrown  out,  like  the  bowsprit  of 
a  ship,  from  the  vertical  cliff  to  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  fall.  It  actually 
overhangs  the  roaring  shoot,  and 
though    perfectly    secure    seems    to 


tremble  under  the  impulse  of  the 
water.  Here,  covered  with  the  spray, 
the  traveller  may  enjoy  the  fuU  gran- 
deur of  this  hell  of  waters;  and  it  is 
only  by  this  close  proximity,  amidst 
the  tremendous  roar  and  the  uninter- 
rupted rush  of  the  river,  passing  with 
the  swiftness  of  an  arrow  above  his 
head  and  beneath  his  feet,  that  a  true 
notion  can  be  formed'  of  the  stupen- 
dous nature  of  this  cataract.  The 
best  time  for  seeing  the  fall  is  about  8 
in  the  morning,  when  the  iris  floats 
within  the  spray  (provided  the  sun 
shines),  and  by  moonlight.  The  river 
is  usually  most  fuU  in  the  month  of 
July.  The  Rhine,  above  the  fall,  is 
about  300  feet  broad;  the  height  of 
the  fall  varies  from  60  feet  on  one 
side  to  45  on  the  other;  but,  including 
the  rapids,  above,  the  entire  descent  is 
not  less  than  100  feet.  Two  isolated 
pillars  of  rock  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream  divide  the  fall  into  3 
shoots.  Seen  from  behind,  these  pin- 
nacles appear  eaten  away  by  the  con- 
stant friction  of  the  water,  and  totter- 
ing to  their  fall;  yet,  though  the  rock 
is  soft,  the  waste  of  it  within  the  me- 
mory of  man  has  not  been  perceptible. 
The  river,  after  its  leap,  forms  a 
large  semicircular  bay,  as  it  were  to 
rest  itself;  the  sides  of  which  are 
perpetually  chafed  by  the  heaving 
billows.  Here,  in  front  of  the  fall, 
on  the  rt.  bank,  stands  the  Castle  of 
Wdrth,  a  square  tower,  containing  a 
camera  obscura,  which  shows  the  fall 
in  another  and  a  very  singular  point 
of  view.  From  this  tower  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  of 
Lauffen  stands,  boats  ply,  to  ferry 
visitors  across,  charging  |  fr.  each! 
The  boats  are  much  tossed  about  in 
their  passage,  but  make  it  without 
risk,  provided  they  keep  clear  of  the 
eddies.  "  It  is  possible  to  reach  the 
central  rock  in  a  boat  from  Schloss 
Worth  without  danger;  and  those  who 
have  a  steady  head  may  ascend  it,  and 
view  the  fall  from  this  vantage- 
ground." — B. 

Schaffhausen  to  Constance. 
9J  leagues  *=27 J  English  miles. 
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Diligence  daily,  along  the  S.  or  Swiss 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  in  5  hours. 

A  steamer  5  times  a  week,  ascend- 
ing the  Rhine  to  Constance  in  6  or  8 
hours  against  the  current;  descending 
in  3  or  4  hours.  It  passes  under  3 
bridges,  lowering  its  chimney.  C  uisine 
on  board  bad.  It  does  not  take  car- 
riers. 

The  journey  may  be  made  more 
expeditiously  by  following  the  road 
through  Baden,  on  the  N.  side  of  the 
Shine,  because  it  is  provided  with 
post-horses,  than  along  the  Swiss  side 
of  the  river,  though  the  Swiss  road  is 
shorter. 

The  relays  (in  Germ,  miles)  are — 

1^  Randegg.  Here  is  the  Baden 
Custom-house.    Beyond  this  is  passed 

Singen  —  (/»n,  poor  and  extor- 
tlonateV  Near  this  place  you  pass 
at  the  foot  of  HohentvcieL  The  castle 
is  now  dismantled.  The  lofty  rock 
upon  which  it  stands  gives  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Indian  hill-fort. 

2|  Radolfszell—(  Znn ;  Poste,  good) 
—a  desolate  town,  with  a  fine  church, 
in  the  jtrue  German-Gothic  style. 

The  scenery  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  road  is  excee<Englv  agreeable, 
oflben  striking.  The  woods  abound  in 
most  splendid  butterflies.  Collections 
of  these  insects  may  be  bought  at 
Singen,  and  also  at  B-adolfszell. 

The  Rhine  here,  suddenly  con- 
tracted from  a  lake  to  a  river,  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  in  order 
to  reach 

3  Constance^    (In  the  next  page.) 

Tfie  Swiss  Road  (5  hours'  drive, 
baiting  the  horses)  runs  along  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  past  the  Nunneries 
of  Faradies  and  l^atherinethal,  the 
former  belonging  to  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  the  latter  of  Str  Dominic;  but 
the  revenues  and  the  number  of  sisters 
in  both  are  now  much  reduced.  The 
Austrian  army  under  the  Archduke 
Charles  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Paradies 
1799, 

2  JOiessenhofen — {Inn :  Adler). 

Wagenhausen — (Inn :  Ochse,  clean 
and  fair). 

[1,  A  little  off  the  road  lies 

fi  Stein — (Inns:  Schwan;  Krone) 
—ft  town  of  1270  Inhab.,  on  the  rt. 


bank  of  the  Rhine,  belonging  to  Schaff- 
hausen,  united  by  a  wooden  bridge 
with  a  suburb  on  the  L  bank.  The 
Abbey  of  St.  George  is  a  very  ancient 
ecclesiastical  foundation.  The  owners 
of  the  ruined  castle  of  Hohenklingen, 
situated  on  the  rocky  height,  were 
originally  the  feudal  seigneurs  of  the 
town,  but  the  citizens  obtained  inde- 
pendence from  their  masters  by  pur- 
chase. 

3  miles  E.  of  Stein,  at  a  height  of 
between  500  and  600  feet  above  the 
Rhine,  are  situated  the  Quarries  of 
(Ehningen,  remarkable  for  the  vast 
abundance  of  fossil  remains  of  terres- 
trial and  fresh-water  animals  found  in 
thein,  including  mammalia,  birds,  rep- 
tiles, fishes,  shells,  insects,  and  plants, 
some  of  them  identical  with  species 
now  living.  The  most  curious  disco- 
very is  that  of  the  perfect  skeleton  of 
a  fossil  fox,  made  by  Sir  Roderick 
Murchison:  a  very  large  tortoise  had 
previously  been  brought  to  light.  The 
beds  of  rock  in  which  the  quarries  are 
worked  consist  of  marls,  limestones, 
shales,  and  building-stone.  They  lie 
immediately  above  the  formation  called 
Molasse,  and  differ  in  their  organic 
contents  from  all  other  fresh^water 
formations  hitherto  discovered.] 

Above  Stein  the  Rhine  expands  into 
a  lake  called  Untersee  Qower  lake) 
connected  again  by  the  Rhine  at  its 
upper  extremity  with  the  large  Lake 
of  Constance,  In  the  midst  of  it  is 
the  pretty  island  Reichenau,  Feld- 
bach,  also  a  nunnery,  belonging  to 
sisters  of  the  Cistercian  order,  is 
passed  before  reaching 

2  J  Steckbom.  "  In  the  broad  part 
of  the  Rhine,  where  it  is  still  rather  a 
lake  than  a  river,  is  the  Isle  of  Reiche- 
nau, anciently  famed  for  a  Monastery 
founded  by  one  of  the  successors  of 
Charlemagne,  of  which  the  Church 
(partly  Romanesque)  and  Treasury 
remain.  In  the  Treasury  are  to  be 
seen  the  shrine  of  St.  Fortunata,  an 
ivor^  ciborium,  a  cope,  a  crozier,  and 
a  missal  of  the  xth  century." — F.S. 

Itznang,  a  small  village  on  thie  oppo- 
site shore  of  the  river,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  Baden,  is  the  birthplace  of  Mes- 
mer,  the  t'nren^or  of  animal  magnetism. 
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Near  the  village  of  Berlingen  the 
pretty  chateau  of  the  Duchess  of  Dino 
appears;  and  a  little  further  that  of 
Arenaberg,  once  the  residence  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  St.  Leu  (Hortense, 
ex-Queen  of  Holland),  and  of  her  son 
Prince  Louis  (now  President  Louis 
Napoleon),  before  he  attempted  his 
futue  revolution  at  Stras^burg,  and 
his  descent  upon  Boulogne :  since 
sold  to  a  gentleman  of  NeuchateL 

The  Castle  of  Gottlieben,  on  the  1, 
of  the  road,  built  by  the  Bishops  of 
Constance  1250,  on  the  Rhine,  at  the 
point  where  it  enters  the  Untersee,  is 
remarkable  for  having  been  the  prison 
of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague, 
who  were  confined  within  its  dungeons 
by  order  of  the  Emperor  Sigismund 
and  Pope  John  XXm.  The  latter 
was  himself  transferred  a  few  months 
later  to  the  same  prison,  by  order  of 
the  Council  of  Constance.  In  1454 
Felix  Hammerlin  (Malleolus),  the  most 
learned  and  enlightened  man  of  his 
time  in  Switzerland,  was  also  impri- 
soned here.  The  building  is  now 
private  property. 

Petershausen,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhine  opposite  Constance,  was  ori- 
ginally a  free  abbey  of  the  Empire. 

3|  Constance.  Inns:  Brochet  (ffecht), 
best;  looking  over  the  lake;  very  atten- 
tive landlord;— Post  (Golden  Adler; 
Aigle  d'Or),  good;— Hotel  Delisle 
(Golden  Lowe),  outside  the  territory  of 
the  Customs  League,  just  beyond  the 
gate,  at  EIreutzlingen,  good. 

"Mr.  Keppler,  landlord  of  the 
ffiecht,  is  an  accomplished  fisherman, 
as  well  as  a  civil  and  attentive  host: 
he  has  excellent  rods,  nets,  punts,  and 
all  appliances  for  fishing,  which  he 
lets  out  on  moderate  terms.  He  has 
also  very  extensive  water  privilege  in 
and  around  Constance.  In  short  t?ie 
Angler  can  find  no  better  quarters  in 
Switzerland  than  in  his  house." 

Constance,  a  decayed  city,  of  7200 
Inhab.,  instead  of  40,000,  which  it 
once  possessed,  is  remarkable  for  its 
antiquity,  since  its  streets  and  many 
of  its  buildings  remain  unaltered  since 
the  15th  century.  Although  situated 
on  the  L  or  Swiss  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
it  belongs  to  Baden.    It  is  co^nected 


with  the  opposite  shore  by  a  long 
wooden  covered  bridge,  and  occupies 
aprojecting  angle  of  ground  at  the 
W,  extremity  of  the  Bodensee,  or 
lake  of  Constance;  its  agreeable  po- 
sition and  interesting  historical  asso- 
ciations make  amends  for  the  want  of 
life  perceptible  within  its  venerable 
walls.  It  has  of  late,  however,  re- 
vived considerably;  the  government 
have  formed,  at  a  large  expense,  a 
Port  on  the  lake,  which  facilitates  the 
navigation,  while  it  is  an  ornament  to 
the  town. 

The  Minster  is  a  handsome  Gothic 
structure,  begun  1052,  with  fine  open- 
work turrets  in  the  W.  end;  the  doors 
of  the  main  portal  between  the  two 
towers  are  of  oak,  curiously  carved 
with  a  representation  of  the  Passion 
of  our  Lord,  executed  in  1470  by  one 
Simon  Bainder.  The  nave  is  sup- 
ported by  sixteen  pillars,  each  of  a 
single  block,  and  dates  from  the  13th 
century.  The  spot  where  the  "  Arch- 
heretic  Huss"  stood,  as  sentence  of 
death  by  burning  was  pronounced  on 
him  by  his  unrighteous  Judges,  is  still 
pointed  out,  Robert  Hallam,  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  who  presided  over  the 
English  deputation  to  the  council,  is 
buried  here,  in  front  of  the  high  altar, 
"  under  a  tomb,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, as  being  of  English  brass,  which 
is  fully  proved  by  the  workmanship. 
It  was  probably  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land by  his  executors.  He  wears  the 
Order  of  the  Garter.  Beneath  the  ch. 
is  a  very  ancient  crypt,  with  passage 
leading  from  it  towarcU  the  river.  Two 
sides  of  the  ancient  cloisters,  whose 
arches  are  filled  in  with  beautifid 
tracery,  are  yet  standing.  By  the  side 
of  the  cathedral  is  a  circular  chapel, 
perhaps  a  baptistery,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  Gothic  Holy  Sepulchre. 

There  are  some  curious  relics  in  the 
Sacristy,  also  a  beautiful  Gothic  fire* 
place  and  piscina.  In  the  Vestry^room 
above  are  a  range  of  singular  cup- 
boards or  presses  of  carved  oak,  none 
of  a  later  date  than  the  xvth  century. 
There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral,  W.  over  the 
lake  and  mountains  of  Tyrol,  and  E. 
over  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 


Switzerland. 


ROUTE  7. — CONSTANCE,      KAUFHAUS. 


28 


"  The  Dominican  Convent^  now  a  cot- 
ton-printing establishmeDt(Macaire's), 
is  very  interesting.  The  place  is  still 
shown  where  Huss  was  confined, 
though  the  stone  chamber  itself  has 
been  removed  (at  least  all  that  re- 
mained of  it)  to  the  Kaufhaus.  The 
church  forms  a  picturesque -ruin,  in 
the  early  style  of  German  Gothic. 
The  chapter-house  is  even  older.  The 
cloisters  are  perfect.  The  little  island 
upon  which  this  building  stands  was 
fortified  by  the  Romans,  and  a  portion 
of  the  wall,  towards  the  lake,  can  yet 
be  discerned." — P. 

In  the  Jlall  of  the  Kaufhaus  (built 
1388,  as  a  warehouse),  close  to  the 
lake,  the  Great  Council  of  Constance 
held  its  sittings  1414-18,  in  a  large 
room  supported  by  wooden  pillars. 
That  famous  assembly,  composed,  not 
of  bishops  alone,  like  the  ancient 
councils,  but  of  deputies,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  from  the  whole  of  Chris- 
tendom, including  princes,  cardinals 
(30),  patriarchs  (4),  archbishops  (20), 
bishops  (150),  professors  of  univer- 
sities ana  doctors  of  theology  (200), 
besides  a  host  of  ambassadors,  inferior 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  &c.,  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
the  abuses  of  the  church;  and  as 
those  abuses  began  with  its  head,  the 
proceedings  were  prefaced  by  a  de- 
claration that  a  council  of  the  church 
has  received,  by  Divin-J  right,  an 
authority  in  religious  matters,  even 
over  that  of  the  pope.  It  exerted  its 
influence  in  curbmg  the  Papal  power, 
by  deposing  the  infamous  John 
XXin.  and  Benedict  XIII.,  and  by 
electing  in  their  place  Martin  V.  But 
there  is  one  act  of  this  council  which 
fixes  lasting  and  odious  celebrity  on 
it — the  treacherous  seizure  and  cruel 
murder  of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of 
Prague,  in  spite  of  the  safe-conduct 

f  ranted  to  the  former  by  the  Emperor 
igismund,  the  president  of  the  as- 
sembly. 

The  chairs  occupied  by  the  Em- 
peror and  Pope,  a  model  of  the  dun- 
geon, now  destroyed,  in  which  Huss 
was  confined,  of  the  same  size  as  the 
original,  and  in  which  the  actual  door 
waS.  other  fragments  have  been  incor- 


porated; the  car  on  which  he  was 
drawn  to  execution;  the  figture*  of 
Abraham,  which  supported  the  pulpit 
from  the  Minster,  and  which  tne 
people  mistook  for  Huss,  and  de- 
faced accordingly,  and  some  other 
relics  of  the  council,  still  remain  in 
the  hall,  besides  a  collection  of  Boman 
and  German  antiquities,  dug  up  in  the 
neighbourhood.  1  F.  fr.  is  charged 
for  admission. 

The  house  in  which  Huss  lodged, 
bearing  a  rude  likeness  of  him,  is 
pointed  out  in  the  Paul's  Strasse,  near 
the  Schnetzthor.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison,  soon  after  his  arrival,  in  the 
Franciscan  Corwent,  now  a  ruin,  whence 
he  was  removed  to  a  more  irksome 
dungeon,  afibrding  scarcely  room  to 
move,  in  the  before  mentioned  Domi^ 
nican  Convent 

The  field,  outside  of  the  town,  in 
the  suburb  of  Briihl,  in  which  he  suf- 
fered martyrdom,  with  a  fortitude 
which  moved  even  his  judges  and 
executioners  to  admiration — nay,  even 
the  place  where  the  stake  was  planted, 
are  still  pointed  out;  and  rude  images 
of  Huss  and  Jerome,  formed  of  clay 
taken  from  the  spot,  are  offered  for 
sale  to  the  stranger. 

In  1474  a  perpetual  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  at  Constance  between 
Sigismund  of  Austria  and  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
contest  for  Swiss  freedom,  which  began 
with  the  fight  of  Morgarten  and  ended 
with  that  of  Sempach.  Constance  be- 
longed to  the  crown  of  Austria  from 
1549  to  1805,  when,  by  the  treaty  of 
Presburg,  it  was  transferred  to  Baden. 
Since  1802  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  bi- 
shopric. The  spirit  of  industry  is 
reviving,  and  several  manufactories  of 
cotton,  two  of  muslin,  and  one  of  silk, 
have  sprung  up. 

Here  is  a  capital  Swimming  Bath 
at  the  Ecole  de  Natation  in  the  midst 
of  the  lake,  approached  by  a  long 
plank  bridge,  at  the  end  of  which,  stuck 
up  in  large  letters  visible  far  off',  may 
be  read  the  temperature  of  the  waters. . 

Excursions  may  be  made  hence;  to 
Reichenau  (p.  21),  Meinau,  and  Heili- 
genberg.  The  island  of  Meinau^  about 
4  m,  N.  of  Constance,  is  a  well-culti^ 
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vated  little  estate,  yet  with  no  want 
of  trees.  The  house  was  once  a  com- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Order.  From  the  terrace  of  the 
garden  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
over  the  lake,  of  the  mountains  of  the 
Vorarlberg  and  Appenzell,  among 
which  the  Sentis  is  pre-eminent. 
Nearer  at  hand  the  cultivated  Ger- 
man shores,  with  the  towns  of  Mors- 
berg,  Friedrichshaven,  &c.,  complete 
the  picture.  Meinau  is  approached 
by  a  wooden  foot-brld?e  ^  m.  lonff, 
connecting  it  with  the  shore;  there  is 
an  inn  on  the  island.  From  Hohenrain^ 
1  hour's  walk,  is  a  fine  view  of  the 
Alps — ^Bodensee,  Vale  of  Thur, 

Diligences  daily  to  Zurich,  Schaff- 
hausen,  Coire,  St.  Gall,  Strasburg, 
and  Frankfurt. 

8  or  10  steamers  daily  between  Con- 
stance and  the  different  ports  of  the 
lake.  They  correspond  with  the  Dili* 
gences,  to  Milan,  at  Borschach;  with 
the  EQwagen  for  Stuttgart  at  Fried- 
richshaven, and  with  that  to  Augsburg 
and  MUnioh  at  Lindau: — ^thus  main- 
taining a  daily  communication  be- 
tween Constance  and  these  cities, 

A  steamer  to  Schaffhausen  in  4  hr., 
returning  in  7  or  8,  from  April  to 
October,  5  days  a  week. 

The  Lake  of  Constance  is  described 
in  Route  66, 


ROUTE  8. 

SCHAFFHAUSEN  TO  ZURICH,  BY  EQLISAIT, 

9J  leagues=27f  Eng.  m. 

Diligence  twice  a  day,  in  about  5  h. 
There  is  no  inducement  to  walk  this 
distance. 

There  is  another  road,  somewhat 
loneer  and  more  hilly,  on  the  1.  side 
of  tne  Rhine,  by  Andeliingen — {Inn  : 
Bar)— a  village  of  2000  Inhab,,  and 
the  large  manufacturing  town  of  Win- 
terthur  (5J  leagues),  described  jn 
Kte.  9. 


The  route  by  Eglisau  passes  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  Rhine-falL 
The  roar  of  the  cataract  is  audible  4 
or  5  m.  off  in  a  calm  night,  and  the 
column  of  vapour  from  it — "risine 
like  incense  from  the  altar  of  nature 
— is  visible  at  a  considerable  distance. 
A  comer  of  the  territory  of  Baden, 
including  the  villages  of  tfestetten  and 
Lostetten,  is  traversed  before  reach- 
ing 

3  Eglisau— (The  Lion  d'Or  is  a 
clean  Httle  Inn  by  the  river  side  : 
Hirsch,  Stag.)— A  little  town  of  1600 
Inhab.,  in  a  contracted  valley  on  the 
rt,  bank  of  the  Rhine,  which  here 
flows  in  a  dark  green  stream,  between 
wooded  hills,  and  is  crossed  by  a  co- 
vered wooden  bridge.  This  road  is 
much  traversed  by  pilgrims  to  the 
shrine  of  our  Lady  of  Einsiedeln  (Rte. 
74) ;  and  the  traveller  encounters,  at 
every  step,  troops  of  the  poor  pea- 
santry of  the  Black  Forest  religiously 
counting  their  beads,  and  muttering 
their  aves  and  paternosters.  From 
the  heights  above  the  town  of 

2|  Bulach  {Inn:  Poste,  comfort- 
able), 4000  Inhab,,  the  snowy  Alps 
may  be  discerned  in  fine  weather,  with 
the  Rigi  in  the  middle  distance. 

The  descent  upon  Ziirich,  between 
vineyards  and  gardens,  amidst  neat 
villas  and  taverns,  with  the  windings 
of  the  Limmat  and  the  lake  and  town 
of  Ziirich  in  front,  is  very  pleasing. 
A  little  to  the  rt.  of  the  road  rises  the 
hiU  of  Weidf  3  m.  from  Ziirich,  com- 
manding one  of  the  finest  views  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood.  A 
short  distance  outside  of  the  town 
may  be  seen  the  junction  of  the  Sihl 
witn  the  Limmat.  Since  1833,  Zii- 
rich has  ceased  to  be  a  fortress:  a 
large  portion  of  the  ramparts  are 
swept  away,  and  the  stranger  finds 
himself  within  its  walls  without  en- 
countering drawbridges  and  bastions 
as  heretofore.  On  a  height  to  the  1, 
appear  the  handsome  buildings  of  the 
Canton's-school  and  Hospital. 

3J  ZiJRiCH. — Inns:  Hotel  Baur,  a 
large,  handsome,  comfortable  house, 
wim  a  reading-room  :  a  new  house 
close  to  lake  (fine  view),  1851,  Cou^ 
ronne  (Krone),  on  the  rt,  bank  of  the 
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Limmat,  good  ;  fine  view  of  the  lake. 
Schwerdt  (Epee),  improved.  Belle- 
vue  (formerly  Corbeau). 

Zurich,  the  most  important  manu- 
facturing town  of  Switzerland,  and  the 
capital  of  a  canton  distinguished  above 
all  others  for  prosperous  industry, 
has  14,500  Inhab.,  and  lies  at  the  N. 
end  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Limmat,  just  where  it 
issues  out  of  the  lake  in  a  rapid  and 
healthful  stream,  clear  as  crystal,  and 
another  river,  the  Sihl,  flows  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  town.  A  Boman  sta- 
tion, Turicum,  fixed  on  this  spot,  pro- 
bably gave  rise  both  to  the  town  and 
its  name.  The  flourishing  condition 
of  the  town  is  visible  in  the  improve- 
ments going  forward  in  it,  and  in  the 
number  of  the  new  buildings  in  and 
around  it.  The  banks  of  the  lake 
and  the  Limmat,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  are  thickly  dotted  over 
with  houses,  now  united  with  the 
town  itself  by  the  removal  of  the 
useless  and  inconvenient  ramparts, 
and  forming  a  wide  circle  of  suburbs. 

Apart  from  its  agreeable  situation, 
and  thriving  manufactures,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  Zurich.  There 
are  no  fine  buildings  here:  that  of  the 
most  consequence  is  the  Cathedral^  or 
Gross  Mwnster,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Limmat.  It  is  venerable  from  its  age, 
having  been  built  in  the  10th  or  11th 
century,  and  worthy  of  respect  from 
having  been  the  scene  of  Zwingli's 
bold  preachings  of  Reformation  in  the 
chur(Mi,  and  amendment  of  morals.  It 
is  a  heavy,  massive  building,  in  a  style 
of  architecture  resembling  that  called 
Norman  in  England ;  very  plain 
within  and  without,  but  interesting  in 
the  eye  of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
Its  nave  is  supported  on  square  pillars 
and  round  arches :  beneath  it  is  a  very 
perfect  crypt.  Its  circular  portal,  and 
the  adjoining  cloisters  raised  upon 
small  low  triple  arches,  with  slender 
colunms  and  capitals  of  various  pat- 
terns, fantastically  carved,  are  very 
curious. 

The  house  in  which  the  reformer 
Zwingli  passed  the  last  six  years  of 
his  life  is  still  standing  :  it  is  No.  135 
in  the  Grosse  Stadt 

ISmtz.'] 


The  Clu  of  St.  Peter  (Vith  the  large 
clock),  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
had  for  its  minister,  for  23  years, 
Lavater,  the  author  of  the  renowned 
work  on  Physiognomy,  who  was  born 
at  Zurich.  On  the  capture  of  the 
town  by  the  Prench  army,  September 
26,  1799,  he  was  shot,  within  a  few 
steps  of  his  own  door,  by  a  brutal 
Prench  soldier,  to  whom,  but  two 
minutes  before,  he  had  given  wine 
and  oifered  money,  and  while  he  was 
in  the  act  of  assisting  another  soldier 
who  had  been  wounded.  A  high  re- 
ward was  offered  by  Massena,  the 
Prench  commander,  for  the  discovery 
of  the  murderer  :  but,  though  known 
to  Lavater  and  his  family,  he  re- 
frained from  informing  against  him^ 
After  lingering  through  three  months 
of  excruciating  agony,  he  expired, 
Jan.  2,  1801,  at  the  parsonage  :  his 
grave  is  marked  by  a  simple  stone  in 
the  churchyard  of  St,  Anne,  where  Elbe, 
author  of  the  Swiss  Guide,  and  Escher 
von  der  Linth  (p.  32),  are  also  buried. 

In  the  council-chamber  oi  the  Rath- 
hauSf  a  massive  square  building  oppo- 
site the  Sword  Inn,  where  the  Diet  used 
to  meet,  is  an  extravagant  painting  of 
the  Oath  at  GrUtli,  by  Henry  Fmeli 
(properly  Pussli),  who  was  born  here. 

The  I'own  Library^  close  to  the  New 
stone  bridge,  in  a  building  formerly 
a  church  (Wasserkirche),  contains,  in 
addition  to  45,000  printed  volumes  and 
MSS.,  100  vols,  of  autograph  letters 
of  early  Reformers  ;  3  Latin  letters  of 
Lady  Jane  Grey  to  Bullinger,  in  a  beau- 
tifully clear  and  regular  hand — a  few 
grammatical  errors  have  been  re- 
marked in  them ;  Zwingli's  Greek  Bible, 
with  marginal  notes  (chiefly  Hebrew) 
by  himself ;  a  Roman  inscription,  giv- 
ing the  ancient  name  of  Zurich,  Turi- 
cum ;  a  bust  of  Lavater,  by  Dannecker; 
a  portrait  of  Zwingli  and  his  daughter, 
by  Ham  Asper  ;  a  model  in  relief  of  a 
large  part  of  Switzerland,  interesting 
and  superior  to  that  at  Lucerne  ; 
some  very  curious  fossils  from  CEh- 
ningen,  including  one  described  by 
Scheuchzer  as  a  human  skull,  thougn 
in  reality  a  portion  of  a  lizard — fossils 
of  the  Glarus  slate,  chiefly  fishes, 
from  the  Plattenberg. 
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The  Old  Arsenal  rAlt-Zeughaus), 
near  to  Baur*s  Hotel,  contains  some 
ancient  armour ;  also  a  cross-bow, 
said  to  be  (?)  that  with  which  William 
Tell  shot  the  apple  from  his  son's 
head  ;  and  seyeral  tattered  standards, 
taken  by  the  Swiss  from  their  ene- 
mies, including  one  of  Charles  the 
Bold  of  Burgundy.  This  collection 
is  inferior  to  those  in  seyeral  other 
Swiss  cantons. 

In  1832-3  a  University  was  esta- 
blished at  Ziirich,  and  many  profes- 
sors, expelled  from  other  countries 
for  their  political  opinions,  have  re- 
paired hitner  as  teachers.  As  yet 
the  number  of  students  is  not  CTcat. 
The  building  of  the  suppressed  Au- 
gustine convent  has  been  appropriated 
to  its  use,  and  considerable  additions 
to  it  are  contemplated.  The  Library 
contains  many  original  MSS.  of  the 
early  reformers  ;  and  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History  some  good  specimens 
of  Swiss  minerals  and  fossils,  together 
with  the  Herbarium  of  John  Gessner, 
and  a  zoological  collection. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
about  Ziirich  is  its  Promenades  and 
points  of  view.  One  of  the  best  of 
them  is  an  elevated  mound,  once  form- 
ing part  of  the  ramparts,  and  called 
Cats*  Bastion,  now  included  in  the 
New  Botanical  Garden,  which  is  prettily 
laid  out  in  walks  and  shrubberies,  and 
opened  to  the  public  without  restric- 
tion, a  privilege  not  abused  :  it  com- 
mands a  delightful  view  of  the  town, 
lake,  and  distant  Alps.  Nothing  can 
be  more  delightful  than  the  view  at 
sunset  from  this  point,  extending  over 
the  smiling  and  populous  shores  of 
the  beautiful  lake  to  the  distant  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  the  Alps  of  Giarus, 
Uri,  and  Schwytz,  tinged  with  the 
most  delicate  pink  by  the  sinking 
rays.  The  most  prominent  and  in- 
teresting of  the  Alpine  peaks  seen 
from  this,  beginning  at  the  E.,  are  the 
Sentis  in  AppenzeU,  barely  visible ; 
Glamisch  DcKii,  Klariden  m  Giarus, 
Achsenburg,  Rossberg,  and  Uri  Both- 
stock. 

The  ffohe  Promenade,  another  ram- 
part on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
also  commands  a  good  view,  but  more 


confined  than  the  former.  No  one 
should  visit  Ziirich  without  ascending 
the  Iliitliberg,  about  3  m.  E.  of  the 
town,  one  of  the  Albis  range  of  hills, 
whose  summit,  2792  ft;  high,  com- 
mands a  cotiiplete  panorama,  and  is 
easily  accessible  in  1  h.  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill  and  another  hour  to  the 
top.  The  Inn  on  the  top  is  good  j  it 
contains  10  rooms  :  bed  li  fr. 

The  triangular  piece  of  ground  at 
the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  Sihl, 
below  the  town,  called  SchUtzen-Platz, 
is  also  a  public  walk ;  it  is  planted 
with  shady  avenues,  but  commands 
no  View.  Here  is  a  simple  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Solomon  Gessner, 
author  of  *  The  Death  of  Abel,*  who 
was  a  native  of  Ziirich. 

Zurich  is  historically  remarkable  as 
the  place  where  the  Reformation  first 
commenced  in  Switzerland,  under  the 
guidance  and  preaching  of  Ulric 
Zwingli,  in  1519.  It  had  already,  at 
an  earlier  period,  afforded  safe  and 
hospitable  shelter  to  Arnold  of  Brescia, 
when  driven  out  of  Italy  for  inveigh- 
ing against  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  the  asylum  of  many 
emment  English  Protestants  banished 
by  the  persecutions  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary :  they  met  with  a 
friendly  reception  from  its  inhabitants 
during  their  exile.  The  first  entire 
English  version  of  the  Bible,  by  Miles 
Coverdale,  was  printed  here  in  1535. 

Ziirich  is  the  native  place  of  Ham- 
merlin  the  reformer;  of  Gessner  the 
poet,  and  Gessner  the  naturalist ;  of 
tavater;  and  of  Pestalozzi  the  teacher. 

The  principal  Manufactures  are 
those  of  silk,  the  weaving  of  which 
occupies  many  thousands  in  the  town 
and  along  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
There  are  one  or  two  large  cotton- 
factories.  The  cotton  and  silk  goods 
made  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  canton,  are  the 
object  of  an  extensive  commerce  with 
Germany  and  Italy.  Mr.  Escher*s 
large  manufactory  of  machinery  em- 
ploys 700  persons,  including  several 
English  overseers.  Most  of  the  iron 
steamers  plying  on  the  Swiss  lakes 
are  made  by  nim.  Many  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  Ziirich  have  the  reputa- 
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tion  of  great  wealth,  without  much 
polish ;  hence  the  expression,  "  Gros- 
sier  comme  un  Zurichois." 

A  fine  Hospital  behind  the  new 
promenade,  an  Orphan  House  ( Waisen- 
haus),  an  Asylum  for  blind  and  deaf 
(Blinden  Institut),  and  a  stone  bridge 
over  the  river,  have  risen  up  within  a 
few  years. 

Tne  Museum  Club  contains  a  capital 
reading-room,  where  Galignani,  The 
Times,  John  Bull,  Examiner,  Athe> 
nseum,  and  Literary  Gazette,  Quarterly 
and  Edinburgh  Reviews  are  taken  in ; 
besides  more  than  300  of  the  best 
Continental  journals.  Travellers  can 
be  introduced  for  a  few  days  by  a  mem- 
ber.   Open  8-12  a.nL  and  2-6  p.m. 

At  the  shop  of  Henry  Fussli  and  Co., 
near  the  stone  bridge,  will  be  found 
French  and  English  g^de-books,  and 
a  collection  of  maps,  views,  &c,  such 
as  travellers  often  require  to  supply 
themselves  with. 

H,  F,  Luitkold  keeps  a  very  nice 
print-shop,  with  stationery,  in  the  Post- 
Strasse. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  build- 
ing, faced  with  Doric  pillars,  erected 
1888,  near  the  Frau-Munster  Kirche, 
opposite  H.  Baur.  A  letter  reaches 
England  in  3  days  if  posted  before  12. 

Diligences  go  daily  to  Schaffhausen, 
Constance,  Basle,  Berne,  Neuchdtel, 
Lucerne,  Schwytz,  Winterthut,  and 
St.  Gall,  Bapperschwyl,  and  Coire  ; 
four  times  a-week  to  Glarus. 

RaUway  to  Baden  on  the  way  to 
Basle.  Terminus  on  the  Schiitzen- 
platz. 

Steam-boats  go  thrice  a-day  from  Zu- 
rich to  the  other  end  of  the  lake  (Bap- 
perschwyl) and  otice  to  Schmerikon 
and  back.  Diligences  convey  passen- 
gers thence  to  Wesen,  where  another 
steamer  is  prepared  to  carry  them 
across  the  lake  to  Wallenstadt  (Rte. 
14.)  Travellers  proceedmg  to  the 
Bigi  may  take  the  boat  as  far  as 
Horgen.  (pp.  30  and  34.) 

The  toituriers  (Lohnkutschers)  of 
Zurich  have  the  reputation  of  being 
extortioners  and  uncivil.  The  writer 
can,  from  experience,  recommend  as 
an  exception  to  this  rule  (if  rule  it 
be)  one  Jacob  Aberli,  living  in  the 


Hirschgasse,  as  having  served  him 
with  honesty  and  punctuality. 

Jacob  Hermann  Scherer  may  be 
recommended  as  a  guide;  he  speaks 
English,  is  intelligent  and  trustworthy. 
He  may  be  heard  of  at  H.  Baur. 

ROUTE  9. 

ZURICH  TO  CONSTANCE,  BY  WINTER- 
THUR. 

13}  leagues  =  41|  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  daily  m  9  hours. 

The  new  road  keeps  to  the  level 
ground  all  the  way :  it  passes  through 
bchwammendingen  ana  Toss. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Toss,  about 

3  m.  on  the  rt.  of  the  road,  and  nearly 

4  m,  from  Winterthur,  rises  the 
Castle  of  Kyburg,  memorable  in  his- 
tory as  the  seat  of  a  powerful  family 
of  counts,  who,  between  the  9  th  and 
13th  centuries,  gained  possession  of 
the  N.  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
Rhine  and  lak«  of  Constance,  and 
Bumbered  as  their  dependents  and 
vassals  100  lords  of  minor  castles, 
now  for  the  most  part  in  ruins.  The 
line  becoming  extinct  in  1264,  their 
domains  fell  to  the  share  of  Rudolph 
of  Habsburg ;  and  the  Austrian  fa- 
mily, though  long  since  deprived  of 
them,  -stilf  retains  among  its  titles 
that  of  Count  of  Kyburg. 

The  ancient  Dominican  Convent 
of  Toss,  on  the  road,  now  converted 
into  a  factory,  was  the  chosen  retreat 
of  the  Empress  Agnes  after  the  mur- 
der of  her  father,  Albert  of  Austria. 
Here  her  daughter-in-law,  St.  Eliza- 
beth of  Hungary,  took  the  veil,  and 
died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity :  her 
monument,  with  the  arms  of  Hun- 
gary, is  visible  in  the  existing  church. 
The  cloisters,  built  with  the  church 
in  146t>,  are  ornamented  with  fresco 
paintings  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments. 

5J  Winterthur  —  {Inns:  Wilder 
Mann,  good; — Sonne) — an  industri- 
ous manufacturing  town,  of  4600  In- 
hab.  (Protestants),  consisting  of  two 
IcMBLg  parallel  streets,  crossed  by  eight 
smsuler  ones  at  right  angles.  The 
New  School  is  the  only  conspicuous 
building, 
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The  weaving  of  muslin  and  the 
printing  of  cotton  are  the  most  thriv- 
ing branches  of  industry  here. 

3J  Frauenfeld — {Inns:  Krone,  best, 
but  indifferent;  Hirsch) — the  chief 
town  of  the  canton  Thurgovie  (Germ. 
Thurgau),  has  2450  Inhab.,  and  is 
situated  on  the  river  Murg,  which 
sets  in  motion  the  wheels  of  several 
cotton,  dyeing,  and  printing  mills. 
It  is  a  mean  and  uninteresting  little 
place.  The  Castle,  on  a  basement  of 
rock  fronting  the  Murg,  was  built  in 
the  11th  century,  by  one  of  the  vassals 
of  the  Counts  of  Kyburg. 

On  a  hill  to  the  S.  of  the  town 
stands  the  Capuchin  Convent,  founded 
in  1595,  now  occupied  by  only  7  or  8 
brothers. 

Pfyn,  a  village  on  the  Thur,  was, 
in  Roman  times,  a  frontier  fort,  called 
Ad  Fines,  whence  its  modern  name. 

Mtihlheim. 

1  Waldi.  A  wooden  tower  has 
been  erected  on  the  summit  of  ffohen- 
rain,  a  hill  near  this,  on  account  of 
the  extensive  view  it  commands. 

Constance,  in  Rte.  7. 

ROUTE  10. 

ZilRICH  TO  ST.  OALL. 

17|  leagues  ==  52  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  goes  daily.    Post-road. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  Rte.  9,  and 
the  country  dull,  as  far  as 

5|  Winterthttr,  Hence  by  Elgg  and 
Dutwyl,  crossing  the  Murg  to 

3'  Adorf. 

2J  Wyl,  2000  Inhab.  Several  con- 
vents. 

2J  Flahwyl,  station  of  post-horses, 
by  the  Kratzeren  bridge  (Rte.  69). 
There  are  manufactories  of  muslin 
here. 

3|  St  Gall    (Rte.  ^6.) 

^.B.  A  far  more  interesting  road 
is  by  Rapperschwyl,  Lichtensteig,  and 
Herisau  (Rte.  69). 

ROUTE  13. 

ZiiRICH  TO  BERNE,  BY  BADEN  AND 
LENZBDBG. 

26i  leagues  =  78J  Eng.  m.  Eil- 
utagen  from  Baden  twice  a-day.    As  far 


4}  Baden,  the  railroad  extends  as  in 
Rte.  6.  This  rte.  is  very  circuitous. 
There  is  a  more  direct  road,  turning 
off  at  Dietikon  Stat,  to  Lenzburg, 
through  Bremgarten  (^Inns :  Drei  Ko- 
nige ;  Hirsch),  a  small  town  on  a  height 
above  the  Reuss,  where  the  late  King 
of  the  French  lived  concealed,  under 
the  name  of  Corbi,  in  the  house  of 
General  Montesquieu,  while  his  sister 
Mad.  Adelaide  and  Mad.  de  Genlis 
found  refuge  in  a  nunnery,  1793-4-5. 

At  Mellingen,  the  river  Reuss  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge  of  one 
arch,  built  bv  Grubenmann,  the  car- 
penter of  Scnaffhausen.  Some  have 
supposed  that  the  battle  in  which  the 
Roman  general  Csecina  beat  the  Hel- 
vetians, A.D.  70,  was  fought  here. 

33i  Lenzburg— (/nrw;  Lowe,  good; 
Krone)  —  a  manufacturing  town  of 
2000  Inhab.,  on  the  Aa,  a  stream 
which  drains  the  lake  of  Halwyl. 
The  old  Gothic  Castle  on  the  summit 
of  a  sandstone  cliff  is  now  converted 
into  a  school,  on  the  plan  of  that  at 
HofwyL 

At  a  village  called  Hunzenschwyl, 
the  road  to  Aarau  turns  off  to  the  rt., 
and  that  from  Schintznach  and  Brugg 
joins  our  route.  The  post  and  dUi- 
gence  make  the  detour  by  Aarau. 

On  the  rt.  rises  the  ancient  fortress 
of  Aarburg  (p.  13). 

5f  Kreutzstrasse — (Fnn:  Lowe). — 
The  high  road  from  Bale  to  Lucerne 
here  crosses  our  route.  At  Rothrist, 
1-J  HL  farther  on,  there  is  a  good  inn 
(Cheval  Blanc— RossU),  kept  by  a 
civil  landlady.  The  road  runs  along 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar  to 

2  Morgenthal  {Inn :  Lowe,  good). 

2}  Herzogenbuchsee  {Inn:  Sonne), 
a  village  of  4500  Inhab. 

3J  Kirchberg. 

In  the  village  church  of  Hindel- 
bank  is  the  celebrated  Monument  of 
Madame  Lanahans,  wife  of  the  clergy- 
man, who  died  in  childbirth.  It  is 
by  a  sculptor  named  Nahl,  and  repre- 
sents her  with  her  child  in  her  arms, 
bursting  through  the  tomb  at  the 
sound  of  the  last  trumpet.  Its  merit, 
as  a  work  of  art,  has  been  much  ex- 
aggerated. Its  chief  excellence  seems 
to  be  the  natural  manner  in  which 


Switzerland,    route  14. — Zurich  to  coire.    lake  of  Zurich. 


29 


the  crack  in  the  stone  is  represented. 
The  epitaph  was  written  by  Haller. 
This  tomb  is  formed  of  sandstone, 
and  is  let  into  the  payement  of  the 
church.  The  chief  figure  is  injured 
by  the  loss  of  the  nose,  which  Gliitz 
Blotzheim  asserts  (it  is  to  be  hoped 
unfoundedly)  was  the  wanton  act  of 
an  Englishman. 

The  Castle  on  the  neighbouring 
height  belongs  to  the  Erlach  family. 

2J  SchonbiihL 

2f  Berne  (in  Rte.  24). 

ROUTE  14. 

ZURICH  TO  COIRE,  BY  THE  LAKES  OP 
ZURICH  AND  WALLENSTADT. 

25  leagues  =  75  Eng.  m. 

Good  carriage-roads  run  along  both 
sides  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  are 
traversed  daily  by  Diligences  in  13  hrs. 
The  road  to  Wallenstadt  and  Coire 
runs  along  the  rt.  or  N.  bank.  There 
are  post-horses  the  whole  way  to  Coire. 
The  steamers  take  carriages  across  the 
two  lakes.  That  of  Wafienstadt  must 
be  crossed  in  the  steamer,  there  being 
no  road. 

Steamboats  traverse  the  Lake  of 
Ziirich,  to  and  fro,  thrice  a  day,  in 
2  to  2^  hours,  starting  from  Zurich 
to  Rapperschwyl,  about  8  a.m.  daily, 
and  again  in  the  afternoon,  5  times 
a-week,  returning  to  Zurich  at  2  p.m. 
Steamer  also  once  a  day  to  Schmeri- 
kon  and  back.  They  zigzag  from  one 
side  of  the  lake  to  the  other,  to  take  in 
and  let  out  passengers  at  the  different 
towns.  The  fares  are  less  high  than 
at  first  :  from  Zurich  to  Wallen- 
stadt, 9  fr.  50  c.  ;  to  Schmerikon, 
4  fr.  50  c. ;  Rapperschwyl,  3  fr.  60  c. 
As  the  vessels  on  both  lakes,  and  the 
diligences,  are  under  the  same  admi- 
nistration, the  fare  may  be  paid  at 
once.  For  a  carriage,  3  horses,  and  3 
masters,  and  a  servant,  70  francs  from 
Wallenstadt  to  Zurich.  Even  in  post- 
ing, the  horses,  postboys,  tolls,  &c., 
may  be  paid  for  before  starting,  at 
the  steam-boat  office.  100  frs.  from 
Zurich  to  Ragatz.  The  steamers  take 
carriages  from  Ziirich  to  Wallenstadt 
for  27  fr. ;  horses  for  2  fr. 

Conveyances   are    provided    by   the 


company  at  Horgen  for  Zug  and 
Arth  at  the  foot  of  the  Rigi  (Rte.  15). 

Diligences  and  covered  row-boats 
are  in  readiness  on  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  at  Schmerikon,  to  carry  on 
the  passengers  to  Wesen,  where  they 
embark  on  a  steamer  to  Wallenstadt. 
There  another  set  of  coaches  takes 
them  on  to  Ragatz,  Pfeffers,  Coire,  St. 
Gall,  Glarus,  &c.  Unless  places  are 
taken  at  Zurich,  travellers  may  be  left 
behind  for  want  of  room  in  the 
coaches.  In  one  day  you  may  see  the 
Lakes  of  Ziirich  and  Wallenstadt, 
and  reach  Pfeffers  early. 

The  Lake  of  Zurich  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  grandeur  of  scenery;  that 
must  be  sought  for  on  the  silent  and 
savage  shores  of  the  lakes  of  Lucerne, 
Brienz,  and  Wallenstadt  ;  but  it 
has  a  charm  peculiarly  its  own  — 
that  of  life  and  rich  cultivation.  Its 
borders  are  as  a  beehive,  teeming 
with  population,  and  are  embellished 
and  enlivened  at  every  step  by  the 
work  of  man.  Its  character  is  smil- 
ing and  cheerful.  The  hills  around 
it  are  less  than  3000  feet  high  above 
the  sea,  and  descend  in  gentle  slopes 
down  to  the  water's  edge  ;  wooded 
on  their  tops,  clad  with  vineyards, 
orchards,  and  gardens  on  their  slopes, 
and  carpeted  with  verdant  pastures, 
or  luxuriantly  waving  crops  of  grain 
at  their  feet.  But  tne  principal  fea- 
ture in  this  landscape  is  the  number 
of  human  habitations  :  the  hills  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other  are  dotted 
with  white  nouses,  villas  of  citizens, 
cottages,  and  farms,  while  along  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  high 
road,  they  gather  into  frequent  clusters 
around  a  church,  forming  villages 
and  towns  almost  without  number. 
Every  little  stream  descending  from 
the  hill  is  compelled  to  do  duty  by 
turning  some  mill ;  at  the  mouths 
of  the  valleys  enormous  factories  are 
erected,  and  thus  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  on  either  side,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  one  vast  and  almost  uninter- 
rupted village. 

The  effect  of  this  lively  foreground 
is  heightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Sentis,  Dodi, 
and   Glamisch,  which    are    seen   at 
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different  points  peering  above  the 
nearer  hills.  The  charms  of  the 
Lake  of  Zurkh  inspired  the  Idylls  of 
Gessner :  they  are  celebrated  in  an 
ode  of  Klopstock,  and  in  the  prose 
of  Zimmerman.  Hxe  lake  is  a  long 
and  narrow  strip  of  water,  about  26 
miles  in  lengtn  ^om  Zurich  to 
Schmerikon,  and  not  more  than  3 
broad  at  the  widest  part,  between 
Stafa  and  W2ideiisweiL  The  princi- 
pal river  falling  into  it  is  the  Linth, 
which  issues  out  at  Ziirich,  under  the 
name  of  Limmat, 

Scarcely  any  of  the  villages  or 
towns  on  the  lake  are  at  all  remark- 
able, except  as  the  seats  of  flourishing 
industry.  A  few  only  of  the  principcd 
places  are  enumerated  below,  with 
their  distance  by  land  from  Zurich. 
The  banks  are  distinguished  as  rt. 
and  1.,  in  reference  to  the  course  of 
the  Limmat. 

1.  The  high  ridge  rising  on  the  W. 
of  Zurich,  and  bordering  the  lake  for 
more  than  12  miles,  is  the  Albis. 

rt.  If  Kussnac^t — (/««;  Sonne) — 
a  village  of  2114  Inhab. ;  not  to  be 
confounded  with  its  namesake  on  the 
Lake  of  Lneeme,  fkmous  in  the  his- 
tory of  TelL 

1.  Biischlikon :  behind  this  are  the 
baths  of  Nydelbad,  with  a  bath-house, 
rt.     1§    Meilen  —  (/nos;     Lowe; 
Sonne) — a  very  considerable  village 
of  3036  Lihab.,  chiefly  silk-weavers, 
with  a  Gothic  church,  built  1490-9. 
1.  ThalwyV-(/w»;  Adler.) 
Lavater  is  said  to  have  written  a 
portion  of  his  work  on  Physiognomy  at 
the  parsonage  ©f  the  village  of  Ober- 
Riedon,  about  3^  m.  fttrther  on. 

1.  Horgen— (*n»M ;  Meyerhof,  new 
and  good;  Lowe).  Here  passengers 
bound  for  the  Rigi,  by  way  of  Zu^, 
disembark  and  cross  the  hills.  0mm- 
fous  daily  at  9,  returning  at  9  p.m. 
(Bte.  15.) 

L  Wadenschwyl— (fwn.-  Seehof) — 
a  pretty  village  of  4357  Inhab.,  con- 
taining silk  factories.  Above  it  stands 
the  castle,  formerly  residence  of  the 
bailiff  (oberamtman),  now  private  pro- 


i  Hichterswyl — (Inn:  DreiKonige). 
Here  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  vic- 


tories on  the  borders  of  the  lake. 
The  village  is  built  on  the  boundary 
line  of  cantons  Zurich  and  Schwytz ; 
behind  it,  the  road  to  Einsiedeln 
ascends  the  hills.  The  pilg^rims  bound 
to  that  celebrated  shrine  usually  dis- 
embark here.  (See  Kte.  74.)  Zimmer- 
man resided  here  as  physician,  and  in 
his  work  on  *  Solitude  *  justly  praises 
the  extreme  beauty  of  this  spot. 

rt.  Stafa — (/nns:  Krone;  Sterne)— 
an  industrious  village,  the  largest  on 
this  side  of  the  lake,  with  3500  Inhab., 
by  whom  much  silk  and  cotton  is 
woven.  Gothe  resided  here,  1797. 
The  extremity  of  the  lake  beyond  this 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  canton 
Ziirich.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  of 
its  banks,  hence  to  the  town  of  Ziirich, 
a  distance  of  16  miles,  is  not  less  than 
12,000. 

Qn  approaching  Bapperschwyl  and 
its  long  bridge,  the  pretty  little  isle 
of  Aufnau  becomes  a  conspicuous  fea- 
ture and  ornament  to  the  landscape. 
It  has  some  celebrity  as  the  retreat 
and  burial-place  of  Clric  Von  Hutten, 
a  Franconian  knight,  the  Mend  of 
Luther  and  Franz  of  Sickingen,  dis- 
tinguished equally  for  his  talents 
and  chivalrous  bravery,  but  withal  a 
bit  of  a  roue.  His  satirical  writings 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  spread 
of  the  Reformation,  but  raised  up 
against  him  such  a  host  of  enemies 
that  he  was  forced  to  fly  from  the 
court  of  Charles  V.,  and  take  refuge 
from  their  persecution,  first,  with 
Franz  of  Sickingen,  and,  after  his 
death,  in  this  little  island.  Zwingli 
had  procured  for  him  an  asylum  here, 
in  the  house  of  the  curate,  where  he 
died  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival 
(1523),  at  the  age  of  86.  He  was 
buried  by  a  faithful  friend,  but  all 
record  of  the  spot  in  which  he  lies 
has  long  since  disappeared. 

The  Bridge  of  Bapperschwyl  is  pro- 
bably the  longest  in  the  world:  it 
extends  from  the  town  to  a  tongue  of 
land  on  the  opposite  side,  completely 
across  the  lake,  a  distance  of  4S00 
ft.,  or  more  than  f  of  a  mile.  It  is 
only  12  ft.  broad,  is  formed  of  loose 
planks  laid  (not  nailed)  upon  piers, 
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and  is  unprayided  with  railing  at  the 
sides,  so  that  only  one  carriage  can 
safelj  pass  at  a  time.  The  toll  is 
heavy — 24  batz  for  a  char-^-banc.  It 
was  originally  constructed  by  Leopold 
of  Austria,  1358  :  the  existing  bridge 
dates  from  1819. 

A  small  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
out  into  the  lake  at  Kapperschwyl,  a 
little  below  the  bridge,  outside  the 
gate  of  the  town,  to  receive  passengers 
and  merchandize  from  the  steamboat. 

rt.  Rapperschwyl — (/nn:  H.  du  Lac, 
very  good). — This  is  a  very  pictu- 
resque old  town,  in  canton  St.  Gall 
(1600  Inhab.),  still  partly  surrounded 
by  walls,  and  surmounted  by  an  Old 
Castle  (Der  Grafenburg)  and  a  Church, 
near  which,  from  the  terrace  called  Lin- 
denhof,-  a  fine  view  is  obtained.  Post- 
horses  are  kept  here,  and  throughout 
canton  St.  Gall  (§  5.  Introduct.) 

Rapperschwyl  is  about  18  m.  from 
Ziirich,  an4  the  same  distance  from 
Wesen.  The  diligence  takes  about 
3^  hrs.  either  way.  A  char  costs 
12  fr. ;  and  a  caleche  with  two  horses, 
20  to  24  fr.  Roads  run  from  hence 
to  St.  Gall,  and  across  the  bridge  to 
Einsiedeln.  (Rte.  74,  and  Glarus,  by 
Lachen,  Rte.  72.) 

At  Schmerikon  (Trm:  Ross),  at  the 
E.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  Ziirich, 
the  road  quits  its  margin;  the  castle 
of  Grynau,  on  the  rt.,  stands  on  the 
Linth,  a  little  above  its  entrance  into 
the  lake.  Pedestrians  will  find  the 
towing-path  along  the  Linth  canal 
shorter  than  the  carriage-road  from 
Schmerikon  to  Wesen. 

2f  Uznach  (^Inn:  zum  Linth-hof, 
very  fair) — a  small  town  of  900  In- 
hab., on  an  eminence,  the  summit  of 
which  is  occupied  by  a  small  square 
tower  of  the  ancient  castle  and  by 
that  of  the  church.  The  road  to  St. 
Gall  (Rte.  69)  turns  off  here.  There 
are  mines  of  brown  coal  at  Oberkirch, 
about  a  mile  from  Uznach,  in  a  hill 
1500  feet  high.  Near  Uznach  is  an 
immense  cotton  mill,  driving  24,480 
spindles,  and  having  100  windows  on 
each  side.  It  is  supplied  with  water 
from  a  moimtain-torrent  descending 
immediately  behind  it. 

Soon  after  leaving  Uznach,  the  val- 


ley of  Glarus  opens  out  into  view, 
with  the  snowy  mountains  near  its 
head,  a  very  beautiful  prospect.  Out 
of  this  valley  issues  the  river  Linth, 
an  impetuous  torrent,  fed  by  glaciers, 
and  carrying  down  with  it  vast  quan- 
tities of  debris,  which  had  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  25  years  ago, 
that  its  channel  was  obstructed,  and 
its  bed  raised  many  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 
From  this  cause  arose  repeated  and 
most  dangerous  inundations,  which 
covered  the  fertile  district  on  its  banks 
with  stone  and  rubbish,  and  converted 
the  meadows  into  a  stagnant  marsh. 
Nearly  the  entire  valley  between  the 
lakes  of  Ziirich  and  Wallenstadt  was 
reduced  to  a  desert,  and  its  inhabi- 
tants, thinned  in  numbers  by  annual 
fevers,  arising  from  the  pestilential 
exhalations,  M>andoned  the  spot.  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  was  relieved  from 
this  dire  calamity  by  Mr.  Conrad 
Escher,  who  suggested  to  the  Diet,  in 
1807,  the  ingenious  plan  of  digging  a 
new  bed  for  the  waters  of  the  Linth, 
and  turning  it  into  the  lake  of  Wal- 
lenstadt, in  whose  depths  it  might  de- 
posit the  sand  and  gravel  which  it 
brought  down,  without  doing  any 
damage.  He'  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  improve  the  issues  of  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  digffln^  a  na- 
vigable canal  from  it  to  the  lake  of 
Ziirich,  so  as  to  carry  off  the  waters 
of  the  Linth,  and  the  other  streams 
falling  into  it,  and  cause  it  to  drain 
the  intervening  valley,  instead  of  in- 
undating it.  This  important  and  use- 
ful pubuc  work  was  completed  by 
Escher  in  1822,  and  has  been  attended 
with  perfect  success.  In  consequence 
of  it  the  valley  is  no  longer  sterile 
and  unwholesome,  and  the  high  road 
to  Wesen,  which  was  often  cut  off  and 
broken  up  by  inroads  of  the  river,  is 
now  earned  in  a  straight  line  along 
its  rt.  bank.  Immediately  opposite 
the  opening  of  the  valley  of  the  Linth, 
at  whose  extremity  the  mountains  of 
Glarus  now  appear  in  all  their  gran- 
deur, a  simple  Monumental  Tablet  of 
black  marble  has  been  let  into  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  the  roadside,  to 
the    memory    of  the   public-spirited 
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citizen  who  conferred  this  great  bene- 
fit on  the  surrounding  country.  He 
earned  from  it,  in  addition  to  his 
name,  the  title  Von  der  Linth,  the  only 
title  which  a  republic  could  properly 
confer,  and  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  more  proud  than  of  that  of 
count  or  baron.  The  Linth  is  here 
crossed  by  a  bridge  called  Ziegel- 
briicke,  over  which  runs  the  road  to 
Glarus.  (Rte.  72.)  Near  it  are  a  cot- 
ton manufactory  and  an  establish- 
ment for  the  education  of  the  poor  of 
the  canton  Glarus.  It  is  called  the 
Linth  Colony,  because  it  owes  its  origin 
to  a  colony  of  40  poor  persons,  after- 
wards increased  to  180,  who  were 
brought  hither  by  charitable  indivi- 
duals from  the  over-peopled  villages 
of  the  canton,  and  setted  on  this  spot, 
which  was  the  bed  of  the  Linth  pre- 
vious to  Escher's  improvements,  in 
order  to  reclaim  it  by  removing  the 
stones  and  rubbish,  and  rendering  it 
fit  for  cultivation.  They  were  lodged, 
fed,  and  allowed  a  small  sum  for 
wages,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
Subscription.  After  having,  by  these 
means  and  bv  the  correction  of  the 
Linth,  described  above,  restored  the 
valley  to  a  state  fit  for  agriculture, 
and  having,  above  all,  been  saved 
themselves  from  starvation,  in  a  season 
of  scarcity,  they  were  dismissed  to 
seek  their  fortunes  with  some  few 
savings  to  begin  the  world;  and,  what 
was  of  more  importance,  with  indus- 
trious habits,  which  they  had  learned 
while  settled  here.  In  the  school 
which  now  replaces  the  colony,  40 
children  from  6  to  12  are  taught,  and 
teachers  are  also  instructed.  There 
is  a  good  Inn,  Zum  Escher  Linth, 
about  a  mile  beftire  entering  Wesen. 

3J  Wesen  (//in ;  L'Epee)  is  a  vil- 
lage of  about  500  Inhab.,  at  the  W. 
extremity  of  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt, 
and  in  the  midst  of  scenery  of  great 
magnificence.  Diligences  and  barges 
start  from  Wesen  to  Schmerikon  and 
Glarus  after  the  arrival  of  the  steamers. 
Passengers  can  proceed  along  the 
JAnth  canal  to  Schmerikon  in  barges 
very  pleasantly  in  2  hours,  more 
quickly  than  by  diligence ;  fare  2 
Swiss  francs.     The  distance  by  land 


is  reckoned  2^  posts.  [A  carriage 
may  be  hired  from  Wesen  to  the  Righi 
by  way  of  Einsiedeln  (Rte.  74).  The 
journey  takes  up  2  days,  halting  at 
Einsiedeln  the  first  night.  The  road 
turns  out  of  that  to  ZUrich  at  the  New 
Inn,  Zum  Escher  Linth,  crosses  the 
canal,  and  proceeds  through  a  pretty 
country  by  Galgenen  and  Lachen  (Ox, 
a  good  inn),  where  it  falls  into  the 
route  from  Rapperschwyl.] 

Glarus  is  3  leagues  ==  9  miles  from 
Wesen  (Rte.  72). 

Lake  of  Wallenstadt. 

A  steam-boat  runs  between  Wesen 
and  Wallenstadt,  to  and  fro,  2  or  3 
times  a  day  in  summer.  The  voyage 
takes  up  about  1^  hour;  fare  about 
Is.  8c/.  English.  Carriages  are  taken 
at  about  5s.  English,  being  shipped 
and  landed  free  of  expense,  except  a 
trinkgeld. 

Diligences  are  provided  at  either  end 
of  the  lake  to  carry  on  passengers  as 
soon  as  landed.  The  Inns  at  Wesen 
and  Wallenstadt  should  be  avoided, 
being  bad  and  enormously  dear,  1850. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the 
Linth  canal,  the  only  outlet  for  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  was  a  small  stream 
called  the  Magg,  which  encountered 
the  Linth,  after  a  course  of  about  2 
miles,  and  was  arrested  by  the  debris 
and  stones  brought  down  by  that 
river,  so  that  not  only  were  its  waters 
often  dammed  up  behind,  but  the  sur- 
face of  the  lake  was  raised  several 
feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  overflowed 
the  valley  both  above  and  below  it, 
and  laid  the  villages  of  Wallenstadt, 
at  the  one  end,  and  Wesen,  at  the 
other,  under  water  for  many  months 
during  the  spring.  By  Escher*s  cor- 
rection of  the  course  of  the  Linth,  its 
waters  are  now  carried  into  the  lake, 
where  they  have  already  formed,  by 
their  deposit  of  mud  and  gravel,  a 
delta  nearly  half  a  mile  long.  Another 
canal,  deep  and  protected  at  the  side 
with  strong  dykes,  now  supplies  the 
place  of  the  Magg,  and  drains  the 
lake  of  AVallenstadt  into  that  of  Zu- 
rich. 

The  lake  of  Wallenstadt  is  about 
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12  miles  long  by  3  broad;  its  scenery 
is  grand,  but  not  first  rate;  far  infe- 
rior to  that  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
Its  N.  shore  consists  of  colossal  cliffs 
of  lime  and  sand-stone,  regularly 
stratified,  and  so  nearly  precipitous 
that  there  is  room  for  no  road,  and 
only  for  a  very  few  cottages  at  their 
base,  while  their  steep  surface,  almost 
destitute  of  verdure,  gives  to  this  lake 
a  savage  and  arid  character.  The  S. 
side  consists  of  more  gradually  sloping 
hills  covered  with  verdure  and  over- 
topped by  the  tall  bare  peaks  of  more 
distant  mountains.  Here  there  are 
several  villages,  and  a  very  rough  and 
irregular  road  runs  along  it.  The 
lake  has  the  reputation  of  being  dan- 
gerous to  navigate,  on  account  of 
sudden  tempests;  but  in  this  respect 
it  does  not  difier  from  other  mountain 
lakes.  In  Jan.  1B51,  however,  the 
steamer  was  submerged  by  a  squall, 
and  every  soul  on  board,  14  in  all, 
perished.  It  was  fished  up  from  a 
great  depth. 

The  precipices  along  the  N.  bank 
vary  between  2000  and  3000  feet  in 
height,  and  the  stranger  is  usually 
surprised  to  learn  that  above  them 
are  situated  populous  villager  and  ex- 
tensive pastures  crowded  with  cattle. 
Such  a  one  is  the  village  of  Anmion, 
containing  3000  Inhab.,  nearly  2500 
feet  above  the  lake,  with  a  church, 
gardens,  and  orchards.  It  is  ap- 
proached by  one  narrow  and  steep 
path,  which  may  be  traced  sloping 
upwards  from  Wesen  along  the  face 
of  the  mountain.  Several  waterfalls 
precipitate  themselves  over  this  wall 
of  rock,  or  descend,  by  gashes  or  rents 
in  its  sides,  into  the  lake;  but  they 
dwindle  into  insignificance  by  the  end 
of  summer,  and  add  no  beauty  to  the 
scene.  The  principal  ones  are  the 
Beyerbach,  900  feet  high  (above  which 
lies  Ammon),  and  the  Seerenbach, 
1200  feet  high. 

The  hamlet  of  St.  Quinten  is  the 
only  one  on  this  side  of  the  lake. 
On  the  opposite  (S.)  side  there  are 
numerous  villages  at  the  mouths  of 
the  streams  and  gullies.  The  prin- 
cipal of  them  is  Murg,  near  which 
a  large  cotton-factory  has  been  built. 


Behind  it  rises  the  mountain  Murt- 
schenstock.  Its  summit,  7270  feet 
high,  and  almost  inaccessible,  is  tra- 
versed through  and  through  by  a 
cavern,  which,  though  of  large-  size, 
looks  from  the  lake  like  the  eye  of 
a  bodkin.  The  hole  is  best  seen 
when  abreast  of  the  village  of  Mtihle- 
horn ;  by  those  not  aware  of  the  feet, 
it  might  be  mistaken  for  a  patch  of 
snow.  This  peak  is  the  favourite  re- 
sort of  chamois. 

The  N.E.  extremity  of  the  lake  is 
bounded  by  the  7  picturesque  peaks 
of  the  Sieben  Churnrsten  (sometimes 
written  Kuhfirsten).  At  their  feet 
lies  the  village  of 

3J  Wallenstadt  —  Inns:  Rossli 
(Cheval);  Hirsch  (Cerf,  or  Poste); 
Aigle  d'Or,  nearest  the  steamer.  All 
inferior  inns. 

Wallenstadt  is  a  scattered  township 
of  800  Inhab.;  nearly  half  a  mile 
from  the  lake,  of  whicn  it  commands 
no  view.  The  flats  of  the  valley 
around  and  above  it  are  marshy,  and 
the  neighbourhood  was  formerly  very 
unhealthy,  so  long  as  the  irregulari- 
ties of  the  Linth  obstructed  the  pas  • 
sage  of  the  waters  of  the  lake.  Th«* 
evil  might  be  entirely  cured  were 
similar  measures  adopted  to  confine 
and  regulate  the  course  of  the  Scez, 
which  still  overflows  the  valley  at 
times.  Wallenstadt  is  a  dull  place, 
and  travellers  had  better  avoid  stop* 
ping  here. 

There  is  considerable  beauty  in  the 
scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Scez,  be- 
tween Wallenstadt  and 

Sargans  —  {Inns:  Kreutz  (Croix 
Blanche);  Lowe;)  a  town  of  723  In- 
hab., on  an  eminence  surmounted  by 
a  castley  near  the  junction  of  the  roaas 
from  St.  Gall  and  Ziirich  to  Coire. 
It  stands  upon  the  watershed  dividing 
the  streams  which  feed  the  Rhine 
ft-om  those  which  fall  into  the  lake  of 
Wallenstadt;  and  this  natural  em- 
bankment is  so  slight  (about  200  paces 
across  and  less  than  20  feet  high) 
that,  as  the  deposits  brought  down  by 
the  Rhine  are  constantly  raising  its 
bed,  it  is  not  impossible,  though 
scarcely  probable,  that  the  river  may 
change  its  course,  relinquish  its  pre- 
C  3 
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seat  roote  by  the  lake  of  Constance, 
and  take  a  shorter  cut  by  the  lakes  of 
Walleastadt  and  Zurich.  It  was  cal- 
culated by  Escher  yon  der  linth, 
ttom.  actual  measurements,  that  the 
waters  of  the  Bhine  need  rise  but  19^ 
feet  to  pass  into  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt;  and  it  is,  indeed,  recorded  Uiat 
the  river,  swollen  by  long  rains  in 
1618,  was  preyented  taking  this  direc- 
tion only  by  the  construction  of  dams 
along  its  banks.  Geologists  argue, 
fi*om  the  identity  of  the  deposits  of 
grayel  in  the  yalley  of  the  Upper 
Bhine  with  those  in  the  yale  of  Soes> 
that  the  riyer  actually  did  p»ss  out 
this  way  at  one  time. 

The  remainder  of  this  route  up  the 
valley  of  the  Bhine  by 

4^  Bagatz  to 

2}  Zizers, 

2|  Coire^  together  with  the  excur- 
sion to  Pfefifers  Baths,  which  no  one 
who  passes  this  way  should  oyuut,  are 
described  in  Bte.  67. 

BOtrra  15, 

KtlRlCH  TO  ZUO  AND.  LJJOERNE^  BY 
HORQEN  AND  THE  RIGHI, 

14^  leagues  =:■  43^  Eng.  miles. 

A  new  and  good  road — ^^Omnibuses 
from  Horgen  to  Arthin  4^  hours,  and 
back  daily. — H.  Coach  horses  are 
hept  at  the  Stag  LvQ,  at  Zug.  A 
pedestrian  starting  from  Zurich  by 
the  steamer  at  8  a.m.,  reaches  Horgen 
at  9,  walks  in  3  hours  to  Zug^  hires  a 
boat  there  for  15  or  20  batz,  across 
the  lake  to  Arth  in  2  hours,  and  may 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Bighi  in 
summer  befbr^  sunset.  This  is  the 
most  direct  road  to  Zug  and  the  Bighi. 
As  far  as 

3  Horgen,  the  road  runs  along  the 
W.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  de- 
scribed at  p.  29.  The  best  mode  of 
proceeding  thus  far  is  in  th&  steam** 
boat  (v.  29)*  At  Horgen — {Irms: 
Meyerhof,  at  the  waterside,  good  and 
new  J.  Itowe) — char-a-bancs  and  horses 
may  be  hired  for  12  or  14  francs  to  Zug, 
a  drive  of  about  24  hours.  A  brown 
coal  or  lignite  is  obtained  at  Horgen, 
but  it  will  not  answer  as  fuel  for  steam- 
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A  series  of  zigzasB  carries  the 
carriage  road  over  the  Awis  ridge  be- 
hind.Horgen.  From  the  summit^  espe- 
cially from  a  spot  only  ^  m.  off  the  road, 
called  Bocke,  you  obtain  a  fine  view  of 
the  lake  as  far  as  Bapperschwyl  and  its 
long  bridge.  After  an  ascent  of  about 
3  m.  the  descent  is  at  once  commenced, 
the  road  running  for  the  most  part 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the^ihl,  crossing 
it  at  the  village  of 

8ihlbriicke,  by  a  bridge,  which  con- 
ducts from  canton  Ziirich  into  canton 
Zug.  Erom  the  ridge  which  succeeds, 
the  Bighi  and  Filatus  mountains  are 
first  seen,  and  soon  after  the'  borders 
of  the  lake  of  Zug  are  reached. 

4 J  jSug  (Ifms:  Hirsch  (Cerf),  good ; 
Ochs,  comfortable  and  cheap ;)  ^-^ 
capital  of  canton  Zug,  the  smaUest 
state  of  the  Confederation,  has  3200 
Inhab.,  and  is  prettily  situated  at  the 
N.E,  comer  o?  the  lake.  It  has  an 
antiquated  look,  surrounded  by  its  old 
walls.  And,  being  without  trade,  has  a 
silent  and  deserted  air.  Its  inhabit- 
ants, exclusively  Boman  Catholics, 
are  chiefly  occupied  with  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  rich  crops,  vineyards, 
orchards,  and  gardens,  on  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  proclaim  a  soil  not  un- 
grateful to  the  cultivator. 

There  is  a  Capuchin  Convent  and  a 
Nwmery  here.  The  picture  by  Ca- 
race!  in  the  former,  mentioned  by  the 
guide4)ooks,  is  none  of  his,  but  is  by 
an  inferior  artist,  Eiamingo,  and  of  no 
great  merit. 

The  Ch.  of  SU  Michael,  a  little  way 
outside  of  the  town,  has  a  curious 
honehouse  attached  to  it,  containing 
many  hundred  skulls,  each  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  its  owner.  It  is  the 
custom  for  the  relations  of  the  dead 
to  cause  their  skulls  to  be  taken  up, 
cleaned,  labelled  with  their  names 
and  date  of  birth  and  death,  and  then 
placed  in  the  bonehouse  I  The  church- 
yard in  which  it  stands  is  filled  with 
quaint  gilt  crosses  by  way  of  monu- 
ments, and  the  graves  are  planted 
with  ilowers.  The  Cemetery  deserves 
a  visit;  the  display  of  armorial  bear- 
ings, coats,  and  crests,  even  on  the 
humblest  tomb,  is  a  remarkable  deco- 
ration in  a  republican  stattel 
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In  the  year  1435,  it  is  recorded  that 
a  part  of  the  foundaUons  of  the  town, 
weakened  probably  by  an  attempt  to 
draw  oflP  part  of  the  water  of  the  liUce, 
gave  way,  whereby  two  streets,  built 
on  the  ground  nearest  the  water,  were 
broken  off  and  submerged  ;  26  houses 
were  destroyed,  and  45  hungan  beings 
perished  ;  among  them  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  town.  His  child,  an 
infant,  was  found  floating  in  his  cradle, 
on  the  surface  of  the  lake ;  he  was 
rescued,  and  afterwards  became  lan- 
dammann  of  the  canton. 

Diligences  go  daily  from  Zug  to  Lu- 
cerne and  Zurich ;  but  they  do  not  take 
the  road  by  Arth. 

The  Lake  of  Zug,  whose  surface  is 
1340  feet  above  the  sea,  is  8  m.  long, 
and  about  f  broad.  Its  banks  are  low, 
or  gently-coping  hills,  except  on  the 
S.  side,  where  Uie  Bighi,  rising  ab- 
ruptly from  the  water's  edge,  presents 
its  precipices  towards  it,  forming  a 
feature  of  considerable  grandeur,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Filatus  risin^f  be- 
hind it.  The  Rufi,  or  Ross-berg,  rising 
in  the  S.E.  comer,  is  also  lofty  and 
steep  ;  the  lake,  at  its  base,  is  not  less 
than  1200  ft  deep.  A  capital  carriage- 
road  has  been  formed  along  the  water- 
side from  Zug  to  Arth  and  Immensee. 
Boats  are  to  be  found  at  all  these 
places,  and  the  fare  across,  with  two 
rowers,  is  15  or  20  batz.  It  takes 
about  two  hours  to  go  hy  water  to 
Arth.  The  road  to  Arth  winds  round 
the  base  of  the  Bossberg,  which  has 
obtained  a  melancholy  celebrity  from 
the  catastrophe  caused  by  the  fall  of 
a  portion  of  it.  (See  Rte.  17.)  Kear 
the  chapel  of  St.  Adrian  a  small 
monument  has  been  erected  on  the 
spot  where  the  arrow  is  supposed  to 
have  fallen  whidh  Henry  von  Mimen- 
berg  shot  out  of  the  Austrian  lines 
into  the  Swiss  camp,  before  the  battle 
of  Moi^arten,  bearing  the  warning 
words,  "Beware  of  Morgarten."  It 
was  in  consequence  of  tms  that  the 
confederates  occupied  the  position  in- 
dicated, and  it  contributea  mainly  to 
their  victory  on  that  memorable  field. 
Morgarten  (B.  74.)  lies  within  this 
canton,  about  14  m.  W.  of  Zug,  on  the 
lake  of  Egeri.. 


3  Arth  (/)itt;  Schwarser  Adler, 
Aigle  Noir)  is  the  best  point  from 
which  to  ascend  the  Bighi ;  but  Arth 
—  the  Bighi  —  and  the  rest  of  the 
road  to 

4^  Lucerne,  are  most  conveniently 
described  in  Bte.  17. 


BOUTE  16. 

ZilBICH  TO  LUCERNE,  OVER  THE  ALDI8, 
BY  HAUSEN  AND  ZUG. 

10|  leagues  =»  32|  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  daily  in  7  hrs. 

The  high  chain  of  the  Albis  inter- 
venes between  Zurich  and  Lucerne, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  the  lake 
ofZiirich. 

This  new  carriage'road  to  Zug,  ex- 
cellent throughout,  crosses  the  High 
Albis,  being  carried  up  the  steep 
mountain  side,  in  inclined  terraces  or 
zigzags,  so  that,  unless  a  carriage  be 
very  heavy,  only  2  horses  will  h^  re- 
quired to  surmount  it.  This  line  of 
route  is  remarkable  for  the  very  beau- 
tiful view  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  and 
of  a  large  part  of  Switzerland,  which 
is  seen  from  its  summit.  It  skirts  the 
shore  of  the  lake  at  first,  but  at  Ad- 
liswyl  it  crosses  the  river  Sihl,  and 
ascends  to  the 

2}  Albis  Wirthshaus,  or  Inn  of  the 
Albis,  which  affords  moderate  fare 
and  accommodation,  and  a  magnificent 
prospect.  The  best  point,  however, 
for  seeing  the  view,  is  the  Sigml 
(Hochwach,  called  also  Schnabel),  a 
height  off  the  road,  about  a  nule  above 
the  inn  :  it  takes  in  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  Zurichsee.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  between  it  and  the  lake, 
the  vale  of  the  Sihl  intervenes.  Its 
wooded  slopes  were  the  favourite  re- 
treat of  the  pastoral  poet  Gessner  ; 
they  were  occupied  in  1799  by  two 
hostile  armies — that  of  the  French 
under  Massena,  who  encamped  on 
the  slope  of  the  Albis,  and  that  of  the 
Bussians,  who  occupied  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Sihl.  They  watched  each  other 
from  hence  for  more  than  3  months  ; 
until  Massena,  by  a  masterly  move- 
ment, crossed  the  Limmat,  cut  off  part 
of  the  Bussian  force,  and  compelled 
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the  rest  to  a  hasty  retreat.  On  the 
S.  are  seen  the  little  lake  of  Turl  (Tur- 
ler  See),  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ; 
not  far  from  it  the  church  of  Kappel, 
where  Zwingli  died  ;  farther  off  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  tower  the 
Righi  and  Pilatus  mountains,  disclos- 
ing between  them  a  little  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.  The  grandest  feature, 
however,  of  the  view  is  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps,  from  the  Sentis  to 
the  Jungfrau,  which  fills  up  the  hori- 
zon.   It  has  been  engraved  by  Keller. 

The  greatest  height  which  the  road 
attains  is  2404  ft.  above  the  sea,  1000 
ft.  above  the  lake,  after  which  it  de- 
scends, passing  on  the  rt.  the  little  lake 
of  Turl. 

The  ijew  line  of  road  is  carried 
along  the  W.  slope  of  the  Albis,  from 
its  summit  to  Hansen,  near  which  vil- 
lage is  Albisbrunn,  a  large,  new^  and 
handsome  water-cure  establishment, 
in  which  travellers  in  general  are  also 
received  at  the  rate  of  5  fr.  a  day, 
board  and  lodging.  It  is  a  pleasant 
residence  from  the  beauties  of  its 
situation,  Its  views  of  the  Bernese  Alps, 
and  the  salubrity  of  its  air  and  water. 
It  is  under  the  management  of  Dr. 
Brunner. 

Beyond  Hausen  the  new  road  passes 
Kappel  (5  m.  from  the  Albis  inn),  a 
village  of  600  Inhab.,  which  has  ob- 
tained a  woful  celebrity  in  Swiss  his- 
tory as  the  spot  where  the  Confede^ 
rates,  embittered  against  each  other 
by  religious  disoor(f  dyed  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  one  another,  and  where 
Zwingli  the  reformer  fell  in  the  midst 
of  his  flock  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1531,  Many  of  the  best  and  bravest 
of  the  citizens  of  Ziirich  perished  on 
that  day  of  civil  broil,  overpowered 
by  the  numbers  of  their  opponents, 
the  men  of  the  4  inner  cantons, 
Zwingli,  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  of  the  time  and  country,  at-* 
tended  his  flock  to  the  field  of  battle, 
to  afford  them  spiritual  aid  and  con» 
solation,  was  struck  down  in  the  fight, 
and  found  by  a  soldier  of  Unterwal- 
den,  who  did  not  know  him,  but  who, 
ascertaining  that  he  refused  to  call  on 
the  Virgin  and  saints,  despatched  him 
with  his  sword  as  a  dog  and  a  heretic. 


His  body,  when  recognised  by  his  foes, 
was  burnt  by  the  common  nangman, 
and  even  his  ashes  subjected  to  the 
vilest  indignities  that  malice  could 
suggest.  A  handsome  monument,  con- 
sisting of  a  rough  massive  block  of 
stone  by  the  road-side,  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  tree  which  marked  the 
spot  where  he  fell.  It  bears,  on  metal 
plates,  inscriptions  in  German  and 
Latin.  The  Gothic  church  of  Kappel, 
anciently  attached  to  a  convent  sup- 
pressed soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Reformation,  was  built  in 
1280.  

The  coach-road  to  Lucerne  proceeds 
by  Rifferschwyl  to 

2i  Knonau  {Inn:  im  Schloss,  de- 
cent to  dine  at).  Next  by  Riimelti- 
ken  and 

1-J  St.  Wolfgang — where  a  good  car- 
riage-road turns  off  on  the  left  to  Zug 
and  the  Righi  :  it  proceeds  along  the 
banks  of  the  Reuss  to 

2  Gysliker-Briicke,  Dierikon,  Ebi- 
kon,  and  passing  near  the  monu- 
ment of  the  Swiss  Guards  (p.  38), 
enters 

2f  Ltjcerke  (Luzem).  Inns:  H 
des  Suisses  (Schweitzer  Hof),  facing 
the  lake  ;  views  from  its  windows  su- 
perb :  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
Inns  in  Switzerland  ;  civil  people. 
Schwan ; — Balances  (Waage).  JEsch- 
mans'  Pension,  overlooking  the  lake, 
close  to  the  KapeU  Briicke,  is  recom- 
mended :  the  master  obliging  ;  charge 
6  fr.  a  day. 

Lucerne,  chief  town  of  the  canton, 
lies  at  the  N.W.  extremity  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  is  divi<fed  into  two 
parts  by  the  river  Reuss,  which  here 
issues  out  of  it.  Its  population  is 
about  8339,  all  Roman  Catholics,  ex- 
cept about  180  Protestants.  Lucerne 
is  the  residence  of  the  Papal  Nuncio. 

It  is  not  a  place  of  any  considerable 
trade  or  manufactures,  but  their  ab- 
sence is  more  than  compensated  by 
the  beautiful  scenery  in  which  it  is 
situated  on  the  borcjers  of  the  finest 
and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss  lakes, 
between  the  giants  Hiatus  and  Righi, 
and  in  sight  of  the  snowy  Alps  of 
Schwytz  and  Engelberg,    Toe  town  is 
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Still  surrounded  by  a  very  picturesque 
circle  of  feudal  watch-towers,  and  is 
walled  in  on  the  land  side  j  but  its  chief 
peculiarity  is  the  number  and  len^h  of 
its  bridges.  The  lowest,  or  Mill-bridge, 
is  hung  with  paintings,  nearly  washed 
out,  of  the  Dance  of  Death :  the  second 
or  Eeussbruckey  is  the  only  one  uncovered 
and  passable  for  carriages  ;  the  upper, 
or  Kapell-bruckef  runs  in  a  slanting 
direction  across  the  mouth  of  theBeuss, 
whose  clear  and  pellucid  sea*green 
waters  may  here  be  surveyed  to  great 
advantage,  as  they  rush  beneath  it  with 
the  swiuness  of  a  mountain  torrent. 
Against  the  timbers  supporting  the  roof 
of  this  bridge  are  suspenaedT?  pictures ; 
those  seen  in  crossing  from  the  rt.  to 
the  1.  bank  represent  the  life  and  acts 
of  St.  Leger  and  St.  Maurice,  Lucerne's 
patron  saints.  The  subjects  of  those 
seen  in  the  opposite  direction  are  taken 
from  Swiss  history,  and  are  not  with- 
out some  merits,  but  being  lighted  only 
by  the  glare  reflected  upwards  ftom 
tne  water,  are  not  easily  distinguished. 
Near  the  middle  of  the  Kapell-briicke, 
rising  out  of  the  water,  stands  a  very 
picturesque  watch-tower,  called  Was^ 
serthurm,  forming  a  link  of  the  feudal 
fortifications  of  the  town.  It  is  said 
to  have  once  served  as  a  light-house 
(^Lucemdy  to  boats  entering  the  Keuss, 
and  hence  some  have  derived  the  pre- 
sent name  of  Lucerne.  The  HofbrOcke, 
the  longest  of  all  the  bridges,  was  ori- 
ginally 1380  ft.  long,  but  has  lost  300 
feet  since  1835.  It  extends  across  the 
lake,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  shore,  to 
the  church  of  St.  Leodegar,  and  the 
Convent  and  Court  (Hof )  of  its  former 
abbots.  The  paintings  in  its  roof  illus- 
trate the  Scripture. 

"  Lessons  for  every  heart ;   a  Bible  for  all 
eyes." 

It  commands  a  charming  view  of  the 
lake,  the  Alps,  the  Kighi,  and  the  Pi- 
latus.  Near  the  mid<Ue  of  it  is  an  in- 
dex painted  on  a  board,  the  diverging 
lines  of  which  point  to  the  different 
mountains  and  peaks  visible  from 
hence,  each  of  which  is  named  for  the 
convenience  of  strangers.  A  consi- 
derable portion  of  ground  has  been 
gained  from  the  lake  by  curtailing  this 
bridge,   and  throwing  out  a  sort  of 


quay.  This  bridge  is  about  to  be  en- 
tirely removed:  the  intervening  space 
between  it  and  the  shore  has  been 
partly  filled  up.  The  Hotel  des 
Suisses  and  Swan  stand  on  this  space, 
which  is  also  the  landing-place  of  the 
steamboats. 

In  churches  and  other  public  build- 
ings Lucerne  has  no  very  prominent 
objects.  The  church  of  St.  Leger,  also 
called  Hof-,  or  Stiftskirche,  is  modem, 
except  the  two  towers,  which  date 
from  1506.  The  adjoining  churchyard 
is  filled  with  quaint  old  monuments, 
and  the  view  from  the  cloister  windows 
is  fine. 

The  Arsenal,  near  the  gate  leading 
to  Berne,  is  one  of  those  venerable  re- 
positories common  to  the  chief  towns 
of  all  the  cantons,  in  which  are  depo- 
sited the  muskets,  artillery,  &c.,  for 
arming  their  contingents  of  troops.  It 
contains  some  rusty  suits  of  ancient 
armour,  and  several  historical  relics 
and  trophies  of  Swiss  valour,  such  as 
the  yellow  Austrian  banner,  and  many 
pennons  of  knights  and  nobles,  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Sempach  ;  the  coat  of 
mail  stripped  from  tne  body  of  Duke 
Leopold  of  Austria,  who  fell  there  : 
the  iron  cravat,  lined  with  sharp  spikes, 
destined  for  the  neck  of  Gundoldingen, 
the  Schultheiss  and  general  of  the  men 
of  Lucerne,  who  died  in  the  hour  of 
victory.  A  sword  of  William  Tell, 
and  a  battle-axe  borne  by  Ulrio  Zwin- 
gli,  at  the  battle  of  Kappel  (p.  36),  are 
of  very  doubtful  authenticity  :  though 
the  malice  of  the  enemies  of  Zwingli 
may  have  led  to  the  assertion  that  he 
took  active  part  in  the  fight,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  he  assisted  his  countrymen 
merely  with  exhortations  and  conso- 
lations of  religion.  Several  Turkish 
standards  deposited  here  were  cap- 
tured at  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  by  a 
knight  of  Malta,  who  was  a  native  of 
Lucerne. 

General  Pfyffer's  model  (in  relief)  of 
a  part  of  Switzerland  may  interest 
those  who  desire  to  trace  on  it  their 
past  or  future  wanderings  ;  but  it  is 
not  so  extensive  nor  so  well  made  as 
that  at  Ziirich  ;  besides  which  1  fr. 
50  c.  is  demanded  for  admission  — 
decidedly  more  than  it  ia  worth.    The 
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Gothic  Fovmiains,  which  are  to  be 
obserred  in  all  parts  of  Switzerland, 
are  here  of  singular  beauty  and  ori- 
ginality. 

The  English  <Awch  service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  at  11  and  6  in 
the  German  Protestant  chiurch.  The 
clergyman  depends  ^itirely  on  volun- 
tary contributions  of  visitors,  having 
no  stipend. 

At  EgUn  Brothers,  in  tiie  Kaj^l 
Strasse,  and  at  Meyer's  shop  opposite 
Uie  Post*office,  books,  prints,  pano- 
ramas, and  maps  rela.ting  to  Switzer- 
land may  be  had. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the 
eights  of  Lucerne  is,  without  doubt, 
the  Momaneni  to  ^  memory  of  the  Swiss 
Guards,  who  fell  while  defending  the 
Boyal  Family  of  Fruaoe  in  the  bloody 
massacre  of  the  French  Hevolution, 
August  10,  1792.  It  is  situated  in  the 
gaiden  of  General  Ffy£fer,  less  than  i 
of  a  mile  outside  the  We^is  gate. 
The  design  is  by  Thorwalosen,  exe- 
cuted by  Ahom,  a  sculptor  of  Con- 
stance. It  represents  a  lion  of  colos- 
sal size,  wounded  to  death,  vtrith  a 
spear  sticking  in  his  side,  yet  endea- 
vouring in  his  last  gasp  to  protect 
from  injury  a  shield  bearing  the  fleur- 
de-lis  of  the  Bourbons,  which  he  holds 
in  his  paws.  The  figure,  hewn  out  of 
the  living  sandstone  rock,  is  28  ft. 
long  and  18  high,  and  whether  as  a 
tribute  to  fallen  valour,  or  as  a  work 
of  art,  of  no  mean  design  and  execu- 
tion, it  merits  very  great  praise.  Be- 
neath it  are  carved  the  names  of  the 
officers  who  fell  in  defending  the  Tuile- 
ries,  Aug.  10  and  Sept.  2  and  3,  1792. 
The  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  this  brave 
band,  who  thus  sacrificed  their  lives 
for  their  adopted  sovereign,  almost 
make  us  forget  that  they  were  merce- 
naries, especially  standing  forward  as 
they  cUd,  as  the  protectors  of  Louis 
and  his  family,  at  a  moment  when  de- 
serted or  attacked  by  his  natural 
defenders,  his  own  subjects.  There  is 
a  quiet  solitude  and  shade  about  the 
spot  which  is  particularly  pleasing 
and  refreshing.  The  rocks  around 
are  mantled  with  fern  and  creepers, 
forming  a  natural  framework  to  the 
monument ;  and  a  streamlet  of  clear 


water,  trickling  down  from  the  top  of 
the  rock,  is  received  into  a  basin- 
shaped  hollow  below  it,  fi^rming  a 
mirror  in  which  the  sculpture  is  re- 
flected. One  of  the  very  few  survivors 
of  the  Swiss  Guard,  dressed  in  its  red 
uniform,  acts  as  guardian  oi  the  mo- 
nument, and  cicerone  to  the  stranger. 
The  cloth  for  the  altar  of  the  little 
<^pel  adjoining  was  embroidered 
expressly  for  it  by  the  Duchess 
d*Angouleme. 

There  are  many  pretty  walks  and 
p<mts  of  view  near  Lucerne;  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  to  the  Lime-tree, 
under  which  is  a  dial  pointing  to  the 
mountains  <»  the  horizon  ;  another  is 
the  villa  called  Mlemdndetif  perched 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  outside  the 
Weffgis  gate,  from  which  it  niay  be 
reached  in  a  walk  of  ■  1 5  minutes,  by  a 
path  winding  up  the  hiU  outside  the 
town  walls. 

Otbraltar^-^K  height  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Beuss,  outside  the  Basle 
gate,  also  commands  a  fine  prospect. 

Momd  Eighi,  so  celebrated  ror  its 
panoramic  view,  is  about  10  miles 
from  Lucerne.  To  reach  the  summit 
will  occupy  4^  hours,  taking  the 
steamer  to  Weggis,  in  1  hour,  and 
3^  thence  to  the  top,  so  that  tra- 
vellers may  regulate  their  departure 
accordingly,  remembering  that  it  is 
of  much  consequence  to  arrive  at  the 
top  before  sunset.  There  are  several 
ways  to  it,  by  land,  to  KUssnacht  and 
Arth;  or  by  tcater  to  Weggis.  (See 
Route  17.)  Travellers  going  from 
Lucerne  by  the  St  Gothard  and 
Grimsel  to  the  Oberland  of  Berne 
may  send  round  their  carriages  to 
meet  them  at  Thun.    (See  p.  67.) 

No  one  should  leave  Lucerne  with- 
out exploring  the  beauties  of  its  Lake 
— called  in  German  Vierwaldstadter 
See — the  grandest  in  Europe  in  point 
of  scenery,  particularly-  the  farther 
end  of  it,  called  the  bay  of  Uri;  and 
much  additional  pleasure  will  be  de- 
rived if  the  traveller  who  understands 
German  will  take  Schiller's  "  WU- 
hehn  Tell"  as  a  pocket  companion,  in 
which  admirable  poem  so  many  of  the 
scenes  are  localized.    (Route  18.) 

Those  who  intend  to  traverse  the 
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lake,  aiid  yisit  the  Bighi,  and  to  re- 
turn afterwards  to  Lucerne,  should 
combine  the  two  expeditions,  which 
may  be  effected  in  two  days,  thm — 
go  by  hind  to  Arth,  o»  by  water  to 
Weggis,  descending  next  day  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  embarking  on  the 
lake,  either  at  Wegeis  or  Brunnen; 
pass  up  the  bay  of  IJri,  and  by  Tell*s 
chapel,  returning  by  water  to  jUacerae 
the  2nd  evening. 

A  steamer  phes  ihrice  a-day  in  «iun^ 
mer  between  Lucerne  and  Fluelen, 
calling  at  the  intermediate  places. 
Farther  particulars  respecting  it, 
and  the  mre  of  boats,  are  given  in 
Bte.  18. 

DiLic^SNCES  go  twice  a-day  from 
Lucerne  to  Aarau;  Bale;  Berne,  by 
Summiswald,  and  by  Entlibuch;  So- 
leure;  Zug  and  Zurich;  to  St  Gall 
by  Schwytz,  and  Utznach.  Cimrier  to 
Milan  over  the  St.  Gothard,  dailt/f  by 
steamer  to  Fliielen  (Ete.  34). 

M<yimt  Pilate  is  sometimes  ascended 
from  Lucerne,  but  the  journey  is  dif- 
ficult and  in  places  dangerous,  occu- 
pying 6§  or  7  hrs.;  the  greater  part 
must  be  performed  on  root,  and  the 
view  from  the  top  is  decidedly  inferior 
to  that  from  the  Bighi.  The  path  m) 
it  from  Lucerne  proceeds  in  a  S.W. 
direction,  by  the  side  of  a  wild  tor-^ 
rent,  which,  when  swollen  by  rain,  is' 
very  injurious  to  the  habitations  on 
its  banks ;  and  in  the  last  century 
destroyed  many  houses  in  the  town. 
Skirting  the    ase  of  the  mountain,  it 

Sisses  mrough  the  hamlets  of  Krienz, 
bernau,  and  Herrgotteswald;  then, 
crossing  a  ridge  covered  with  pastur- 
ages, descends  into  the  Alpine  valley 
of  EigenthaL  Beytmd  this  the  path 
becomes  steeper,  and  is  only  prac- 
ticable on  foot.  It  takes  nearly  5  hrs. 
to  reach  t^e  Chalets  on  the  Briindlen 
or  Brundlis  Alp,  the  highest  habi- 
tation, occupied  by  shepherds  only  in 
the  summer  months.  The  traveller 
may  here  obtain  shelter  for  the  night, 
but  nothing  deserving  the  name  of 
acconunodation.  There  is  a  verj 
remarkable  echo  near  the  Briindbs 
Alp.  Above  this  vegetation  ceases, 
and  naked  rock  succeeds.  A  cave  in 
the  face  of  the  precipice,  near  this,  is 


called  St.  Dominick's  Hole,  from  a 
fancied  resemblance  in  a  stone,  stand- 
ing near  its  mouth,  to  a  monk.  The 
cavern  was  reached,  in  1814,  by  a 
chamois  hunter,  Ignacius  Matt,  at  the 
risk  of  his  life. 

The  Tomlishom,  the  highest  peak 
of  the  mountain,  is  5766  feet  above 
the  lake,  and  7116  feet  above  the  sea- 
level;  but  the  view  from  it  is  said  to 
be  inferior  to  that  from  another  peak, 
the  Esel  (ass).  There  is  another  path 
from  the  summit  down  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  by  which  Alp- 
nach  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs. 

According  to  a  vnid  tradition  of 
'Considerable  antiquity,  this  mountain 
derives  its  name  from  Pilate,  the 
wicked  governor  of  Judaea,  who, 
having  been  banished  to  Gaul  by  Ti- 
berias, wandered  about  among  the 
mountains,  stricken  by  conscience, 
until  he  ended  his  miserable  existence 
by  throwing  himself  into  a  lake  on 
the  top  of  tJbe  Pilatus.  The  moun- 
tain, in  consequence,  labours  under  a 
very  bad  reputation.  From  its  posi- 
tion as  an  outlier,  or  advanced  guard 
of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  it  collects  all 
the  clouds  which  float  over  the  plains 
from  the  W.  and  N. ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked that  almost  all  the  storms 
which  bnrst  upon  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne gather  and  brew  on  its  summit. 
This  ^most  perpetual  assembling  of 
clouds  was  hmg  attributed  by  the 
superstitious  to  the  unquiet  spirit 
still  hovering  round  the  sunken  body, 
which,  when  disturbed  by  any  in- 
truder, especially  by  the  casting  of 
stones  into  the  lake,  revenged  itself 
by  sending  sterns,  and  j&rkness,  and 
hail  on  the  surrounding  district.  So 
prevalent  was  the  belief  in  this  super- 
stition, even  down  to  tintes  compara- 
tively recent,  that  the  government  of 
Lucerne  forbade  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  naturalist  Conrad 
Gessner,  in  1555,  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  special  ord^,  re- 
moving the  interdict  in  his  case,  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  researches 
upon  the  mountain. 

The  lake,  the  source  of  all  this 
terror,  turns  out,  from  recent  investi- 
gation, to  be  beyond   the  limits  of 
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canton  Lucerne,  and  on  the  opposite 
or  the  E.  side  of  the  Tomlishom;  so 
that  the  Town  Council  had  no  juris- 
diction over  that  part  of  the  mountain 
which  belongs  to  Alpnach.  It  is 
rather  a  pond  than  a  lake,  is  dried  up 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and 
reduced  to  a  heap  of  snow,  which, 
being  melted  in  the  height  of  summer, 
furnishes  water  to  the  herds  upon  the 
mountain,  which  resort  to  it  to  slake 
their  thirst.  There  is  no  other  lake 
upon  the  mountain. 

According  to  some,  the  name  Pila- 
tus  is  only  a  corruption  of  Fileatus 
(capped),  arising  from  the  cap  of 
clouds  which  rarely  quits  its  barren 
brow,  and  which  are  sometimes  seen 
rising  from  it  like  steam  firom  a 
cauldron.  The  mountain  consists, 
from  its  base  to  its  summit,  of  num- 
mulite  limestone  and  sandstone;  the 
strata  incline  to  the  S.,  and  abound 
in  fossil  remains,  especially  near  the 
summit,  around  the  Briindlis  Alp  and 
the  Castelen  Alp.  Nummulites,  as 
large  as  a  crown-piece,  are  found  near 
the  top. 

ROUTE  17. 

LUCERNE  TO  SCHWYTZ  AND  BRUNNEN, 
INCLUDING  THE  FALL  OF  THE  ROSS- 
BERG  AND  THE  ASCENT  OF  THE  RIGI 
OR  RIQHI. 

To  Schwy  tz  84  leagues  =  24iEng.  m. 

To  Arth,  at  the  N.  base  of  the  Rigi, 
4J  leagues  =  13J  Eng.  m. 

There  is  a  good  carriage-road  all 
the  way  to  Schwytz,  traversed  by  a 
diligence  4  times  a- week. 

The  short^t  way  from  Lucerne  to 
the  top  of  the  Rigi  is  to  go  by  water 
to  Weggis,  and  there  commence  the 
ascent.  The  steamer  between  Lucerne 
and  Fliielen  touches  at  Weggis  going 
and  returning,  6  times  daily.  In  this 
way  the  summit  may  be  reached  in 
4J  or  5  hrs.  from  Lucerne  hy  the 
aid  of  the  steamer.  The  best  and 
easiest  point  of  ascent,  how^ever,  is 
Arth,  which  may  be  reached  as  fol" 
lows,  returning  by  Weggis. 

The  road  to  Kiissnacht  runs  neariy 
all  the  way  in  sight  of  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  and  of  the  Alps  of  Engel- 


berg  and  Berne  beyond.  On  a  head- 
land at  the  angle  of  the  green  bay  of 
Kiissnacht,  stands  the  ruined  castle  of 
New  Habsburg,  destroyed,  1352,  by 
the  Lucerners. 

2|  Kiissnacht  —  Inns  :  Schwarzer 
Adfer  (Aigle  Noir) ;  Rossli  (Cheval) 
— lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  bay,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rigi,  whose  top  may 
be  reached  from  hence  by  a  steep  path 
in  3J  hrs.  (see  p.  48).  Mules,  guides, 
chars,  and  boats  may  be  hired  here. 

On  the  slope  of  the  Rigi,  above  the 
village,  a  ruined  wall  may  be  seen, 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Gessler's 
Castle,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  one 
to  which  he  was  repairing  when  shot 
by  TelL  This  event  occurred  in  the 
celebrated  Hollow  Way  (Chemin  creux 
— Hohle  Gasse),  through  which  the 
road  to  Arth  passes,  about  a  mile  out 
of  Kiissnacht.  It  is  a  narrow  green 
lane,  overhung  with  trees  growing 
from  the  high  banks  on  each  side. 
Here  Tell,  after  escaping  from  Gess- 
ler's  boat  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  lay 
in  wait  for  his  enemy,  and  shot  him 
as  he  passed,  from  behind  a  tree,  with 
his  unerring  arrow.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  researches  into  the 
archives  of  Kussnacht  have  clearly- 
proved  that  the  ruin  called  Gessler's 
Castle  never  belonged  to  him.  The 
"  Hollow  Way"  has  been  much  filled 
up  in  making  the  new  road.  At  the 
end  of  the  lane,  by  the  roadside, 
stands  Telt^s  Chapel.  By  a  singular 
anomaly  a  place  of  worship,  originally 
dedicated  to  "  The  Fourteen  Helpers 
in  Need"  (Our  Saviour,  the  Virgin, 
and  Apostles),  now  commemorates  a 
deed  of  blood,  which  tradition,  and 
its  supposed  connection  with  the 
origin  of  Swiss  liberty,  appear  to  have 
sanctified  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  so 
that  mass  is  periodically  said  in  it, 
while  it  is  kept  in  constant  repair,  and 
is  adorned  with  rude  frescoes,  repre- 
senting Gessler's  death  and  other  his- 
torical events. 

A  little  way  past  the  chapel  the 
lake  of  Zug  appears  in  sight,  and  the 
road  continues  by  its  margin  round 
the  hem  of  the  Rigi,  through  Im- 
mensee  to 

If  Arth — Inns:    Schwarzer  Adler 


Switzerland,      route  17. — goldau.     fall  of  the  rossberg. 


41 


(Black  Eagle);  travellers  usually  halt 
here  while  the  horses  are  getting 
ready  to  carry  them  up  the  mountain. 
Care  should  be  taken  to  guard  against 
wilfvl  detention  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord.  H.  des  Alpes.  It  is  a  ne- 
cessary precaution  sometimes,  when 
the  party  is  large,  to  send  on  to 
secure  beds  on  the  Rigi.  Arth,  a 
village  of  2129  Inhab.,  occupies  a 
charming  position  on  the  lake  of  Zug, 
between  the  base  of  the  Rigi  and  the 
Rossberg.  There  is  a  Capuchin  con- 
vent here.  In  the  Treasury  of  the 
Church  some  interesting  curiosities 
are  preserved,  including  an  ancient 
and  richly-worked  crucifix  and  chalice 
of  silver,  which  belonged  to  Charles 
the  Bold,  and  were  left  by  him  to  his 
Swiss  conquerors  on  the  field  of 
Grandson,  besides  some  gaudy  priests* 
robes. 

The  Rossberg,  a  dangerous  neigh- 
bour, threatens  no  danger  to  Arth, 
because  its  strata  slope  away  from  the 
village.  The  Rigi  is  a  source  of  con- 
siderable gain  to  Arth,  from  the  num- 
ber of  guides  and  mules  furnished  by 
the  villagers  to  travellers  to  ascend 
the  mountain.  The  ascent  properly 
begins  at  Goldau,  about  two  miles 
farther  on  the  road,  since  few  persons 
are  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
shorter  but  very  difficult  and  fatiguing 
footpath  direct  from  Arth.  Those 
who  ascend  the  Rigi  on  this  side  must 
quit  their  carriages  at  Goldau. 

FALL  OF  THE  ROSSBEBG. 

"  Mountains  have  fallen, 
Leaving  a  gap  in   the  clouds,  and  with  the 

shock 
Rocking  their  Alpine  brethren ;  filling  up 
The  ripe    green    valleys  with   destruction's 

splinters, 
Damming  the  rivers  with  a  sudden  dash, 
Which  crushed  the  waters  into  mist,  and  made 
Their  founUins  find  another  channel— thus. 
Thus,  in  its  old  age,  did  Mount  Rosenberg." 
Bt/ron. 

On  approaching  Goldau  (Inn ;  Che- 
val  Blanc;  civil  people)  the  traveller 
soon  perceives  traces  of  the  dreadful 
catastrophe  which  buried  the  original 
and  much  larger  village  of  that  name, 
and  inundated  the  valley  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  with   a   deluge  of 


stones  and  rubbish.  The  mountain 
which  caused  this  calamity  still  re- 
mains scarred  from  top  to  bottom  : 
nothing  grows  upon  its  barren  sur- 
face, and  a^es  must  elapse  before  the 
aspect  of  rum  can  be  removed. 

The  Rossberg,  or  Rufiberg,  is  a 
mountain  4958  ft.  high;  the  upper 
part  of  it  consists  of  a  conglomerate 
or  pudding-stone,  formed  of  rounded 
masses  of  other  rocks  cemented  to- 
gether, and  called  by  the  Germans 
Nagelflue,  or  Nail-rock,  from  the 
knobs  and  protuberances  which  its 
surface  presents,  resembling  nail- 
heads.  From  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  of  rock,  it  is  very 
liable  to  become  cracked,  and  if  rain- 
water or  springs  penetrate  these  fis- 
sures they  will  not  fail  to  dissolve  or 
moisten  the  unctuous  beds  of  clay 
which  separate  the  nagelflue  from  the 
strata  below  it^  and  cause  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  detach  themselves  from 
the  mass.  The  strata  of  the  Rossberg 
are  tilted  up  from  the  side  of  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  slope  down  towards 
Goldau  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  The 
slanting  direction  of  the  seams  which 
part  the  strata  is  well  seen  on  the 
road  from  Arth.  If,  therefore,  the 
clay  which  fills  these  seams  be  washed 
out  b^  rains,  or  reduced  to  the  state 
of  a  viscous  or  slimy  mud,  it  is  evident 
that  such  portions  of  the  rock  as  have 
been  detached  from  the  rest  by  the 
fissures  above  alluded  to,  must  shp 
down,  like  the  masses  of  snow  which 
fall  from  the  roof  of  a  house  as  soon 
as  the  lower  side  is  thawed,  or  as  a 
vessel  when  launched  slides  down  the 
inclined  plane  purposely  greased  to 
hasten  its  descent.  Within  the  period 
of  human  records  destructive  land- 
slips had  repeatedly  fallen  from  the 
Rossberg,   and  a  great  part  of  the 

Siles  of  earth,  rock,  and  stones,  which 
eform  the  face  of  the  valley,  derive 
their  origin  from  such  catastrophes 
of  ancient  date ;  but  the  most  de- 
structive of  all  appears  to  have  been 
the  last.  The  vacant  space  along  the 
top  of  the  mountain  caused  by  the 
descent  of  a  portion  of  it,  calculated 
to  have  been  a  league  long,  1000  ft. 
broad,  and  100  ft.  thick,  and  a  small 
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fragment  at  its  further  extremity, 
which  remained  when  the  rest  broke 
off,  are  also  very  apparent,  and  assist 
in  telling  the  story.  The  long  and 
wide  inclined  plane  forming  the  side 
of  the  mountain,  now  ploughed  up 
and  scarified  as  it  were,  was  pre- 
viously covered  with  fields,  woods, 
and  houses.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  still  standing  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  precipice  which  marks  the  line 
of  the  fracture. 

The  catastrophe  is  thus  described 
in  the  narrative  published  at  the 
time  by  Dr.  Zay,  of  Arth,  an  eye- 
witness:— 

^  The  summer  of  1806  had  been 
very  rainy,  and  on  the  1st  and  2nd 
September  it  rained  incessantly.  New 
crevices  were  observed  in  the  flank  of 
the  mountain,  a  sort  of  cracking  noise 
was  heard  internally,  stones  started 
out  of  the  ground,  detached  fragments 
of  rocks  rolled  down  the  mountain; 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  a  large  rock  be- 
came loose,  and  in  falling  raised  a 
cloud  of  black  dust.  Toward  the 
lower  part  of  the  mountain,  the 
ground  seemed  pressed  down  from 
above;  and  when  a  stick  or  a  spade 
was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  itself  A 
man,  who  had  been  digging  in  his 
garden,  ran  away  from  fright  at  these 
extraordinary  appearances ;  soon  a 
fissure,  larger  than  all  the  others,  was 
observed ;  insensibly  it  increased ; 
springy  of  water  ceased  all  at  once 
to  flow;  the  pine-trees  of  the  forest 
absolutely  reeled;  birds  flew  away 
screaming.  A  few  minutes  before 
five  o'clock  the  symptoms  of  some 
mighty  catastrophe  became  still 
stronger;  the  whole  surface  of  the 
mountain  seemed  to  glide  down,  but 
so  slowly  as  to  afford  time  to  the 
inhabitants  to  go  awa^.  An  old  man, 
who  had  often  predicted  some  such 
disaster,  was  quietly  smoking  his 
pipe  when  told  by  a  young  man,  run- 
ning by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the 
act  of  falling;  he  rose  and  looked 
out,  but  came  into  his  house  again, 
saying  he  had  time  to  fill  another 
lipe.  The  young  man,  continuing  to 
iy,  was  thrown  down  several  times. 
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and  escaped  with  difficulty;  looking 
back,  he  saw  the  house  carried  off  aS 
at  once. 

"  Another  inhabitant,  being  alarmed, 
took  two  of  his  children  and  ran  away 
with  them,  calling  to  his  wife  to  fol- 
low with  the  third;  but  she  went  in 
for  another,  who  stiU  remained  (Ma- 
rianne, aged  five) :  just  then,  Fran- 
cisca  Ulrich,  their  servant,  was  cross- 
ing the  room,  with  this  Marianne, 
whom  she  held  by  the  hand,  and  saw 
her  mistress;  at  that  instant,  as  Fran- 
cisca  afterwards  said,  *  The  house  ap- 
peared to  be  torn  from  its  foundation 
(it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  round  and 
round  like  a  tetotum ;  I  was  some- 
times on  my  head,  sometimes  on  my 
feet,  in  total  darkness,  and  violently 
separated  from  the  child.'  When  the 
motion  stopped,  she  found  herself 
jammed  in  on  all  sides,  with  her  head 
downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain.  She  supposed  she  was 
buried  aUve  at  a  great  depth ;  with 
much  difficulty  s)ie  disengaged  her 
right  hand,  and  wiped  the  blood  from 
her  eyes.  Presently  she  heard  the 
faint  moans  of  Marianne,  and  called 
to  her  by  her  name;  the  child  an- 
swered that  she  was  on  her  back 
among  stones  and  bushes,  which  held 
her  fast,  but  that  her  hands  were  free, 
and  that  she  saw  the  light,  and  even 
something  green.  She  asked  whether 
people  would  not  soon  come  to  take 
them  out  Francisca  answered  that 
it  was  the  day  of  judgment,  and  that 
no  one  was  left  to  help  them;  but  that 
they  would  be  released  by  death,  and 
be  happy  in  heaven.  They  prayed 
together.  At  last  Fraaciscs^s  ear 
was  struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell, 
which  she  knew  to  be  that  of  Steinen- 
berg:  then  seven  o'clock  struck  in  an- 
other village,  and  she  began  to  hope 
there  were  still  living  beings,  and 
endeavoured  to  comfort  the  child. 
The  poor  little  girl  was  at  first  cla- 
morous for  her  supper,  but  her  cries 
soon  became  fainter,  and  at  last  quite 
died  away.  Francisca,  still  with  her 
head  downwards,  and  surrounded  with 
damp  earth,  experienced  a  sense  of 
cold  in  her  feet  almost  insupportable. 
After   prodigious    efforts    she    sue* 
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ceeded  in  disengaging  her  legs,  and 
thinks  this  saved  her  life.  Many 
hours  had  passed  in  this  situation, 
when  she  again  heard  the  voice  of 
Marianne,  who  had  been  asleep,  and 
now  renewed  her  lamentations.  In 
the  mean  time  the  unfortunate  father, 
who,  with  much  difficulty,  had  saved' 
himself  and  two  children,  wandered 
about  till  daylight,  when  he  came 
among  the  ruins  to  look  for  the  rest 
of  his  family.  He  soon  discovered 
his  wife,  by  a  foot  which  appeared 
above  ground:  she  was  dead,  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  His  cries,  and  the 
noise  he  made  in  digging,  were  heard 
by  Marianne,  who  called  out.  She 
was  esctricated  with  a  broken  thigh, 
and,  saying  that  Francisca  was  not  far 
off,  a  farther  search  led  to  her  release 
also;  but  in  such  a  state  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of:  she  was  blind  for 
some  days,  and  remained  subject  to 
convulsive  fits  of  terror.  It  appeared 
that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least, 
had  been  carried  down  about  1500 
feet  from  where  it  stood  before. 

"  In  another  place,  a  child  two  years 
old  was  found  unhurt,  lying  on  its 
straw  mattress  upon  the  mud,  without 
any  vestige  of  the  house  from  which 
he  had  been  separated.  Such  a  mass 
of  earth  and  stones  rushed  at  once  into 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  although  5  m. 
distant,  that  one  end  of  it  was  filled 
up,  and  a  prodigious  wave  passing 
completely  over  the  island  of  Schwan> 
aa,  70  feet  above  the  usual  level  of 
the  water,  overwhelmed  the  opposite 
shore,  and,  as  it  returned,  swept  awaj 
into  the  lake  many  houses  with  their 
inhabitants.  The  village  of  Seewen, 
situated  at  the  farther  end,  was  inun- 
dated, and  some  houses  washed  away; 
and  the  flood  carried  live  fish  into  the 
village  of  Steinen.  The  chapel  of  Olten, 
built  of  wood,  was  found  half  a  league 
from  the  place  it  had  previously  occu- 
pied, and  many  large  blocks  of  stone 
completely  changed  their  position. 

"  The  most  considerable  of  the  vil- 
lages overwhelmed  in  the  vale  of  Arth 
was  Goldau,  and  its  name  is  now 
affixed  to  the  whole  melancholy  story 
and  place.  I  shall  relate  oiuy  one 
more  incident: — A  party  of  eleven 


travellers  from  Berne,  belonging  to 
the  most  distinguished  families  there, 
airived  at  Arth  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  set  off  on  foot  for  the  Rigi 
a  few  minutes  before  the  catastrophe. 
Seven  of  them  had  got  about  200 
yards  a-head, — the  other  four  saw 
them  entering  the  village  of  Goldau; 
and  one  of  the  latter,  Mr.  B.  Jenner, 
pointing  out  to  the  rest  the  summit  of 
the  Bossberg  (full  4  m.  off  in  a 
straight  line),  where  some  strange 
commotion  seemed  taking  place,  which 
they  themselves  (the  four  behind) 
were  observing  with  a  telescope,  and 
had  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  some  strangers  just  come 
up ;  when,  all  at  once,  a  flight  of 
stones,  like  cannon-balls,  traversed 
the  air  above  their  heads;  a  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  the  valley;  a  frightful 
noise  was  heard.  They  fled  I  As 
soon  as  the  obscurity  was  so  far  dissi- 
pated as  to  make  objects  discernible, 
they  sought  their  friends;  but  the  vil- 
lage of  Goldau  had  disappeared  under 
a  heap  of  stones  and  rubbish  100  feet 
in  height,  and  the  whole  vaUey  pre- 
sented nothing  but  a  perfect  chaos! 
Of  the  unfortunate  survivors,  one  lost 
a  wife  to  whom  he  was  just  married, 
one  a  son,  a  third  the  two  pupils  under 
his  care:  all  researches  to  discover 
their  remains  were,  and  have  ever 
since  been  fruitless.  Nothing  is  left 
of  Goldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  found 
about  a  mile  off.  With  the  rocks  tor- 
rents of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rollers;  but  they  took  a  different  di- 
rection when  in  the  vaUey,  the  mud 
following  the  slope  of  the  ground  to- 
wards the  lake  of  Lowertz,  while  the 
rocks,  preserving  a  straight  course, 

f  lanced  across  the  valley  towards  the 
Ligi.  The  rocks  above,  moving  much 
faster  than  those  near  the  ground, 
went  farther,  and  ascended  even  a 
great  way  up  the  Bigi:  its  base  is  co- 
vered with  large  blocks  carried  to  an 
incredible  height,  and  by  which  trees 
were  mowed  down,  as  they  might 
have  been  by  cannon. 

**  A  long  track  of  ruins,  like  a  scarf, 
hangs  from  the  shoulder  of  the  Boss- 
berg, in  hideous  barrenness,  over  the 
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rich  dress  of  shaggy  woods  and  green 
pastures,  and  gp*ows  wider  and  wider 
down  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz  and  to 
the  Bigi,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  m.  Its 
greatest  breadth  may  be  3  m.,  and 
the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fully 
equal  to  that  of  Paris,  taken  at  the 
external  boulevards,  or  about  double 
the  real  extent  of  the  inhabited  city. 
I  notice,  however,  that  the  portion  of 
the  strata  at  the  top  of  the  Rossberg, 
which  slid  down  into  the  vaUey,  is 
certainly  less  than  the  chaotic  accu- 
mulation below;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  part  of  it  comes 
from  the  soil  of  the  valley  itself, 
ploughed  up  and  thrown  into  ridges 
like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  hurled 
to  prodigious  distances  by  the  impulse 
of  the  descending  mass,  plunging  upon 
it  with  a  force  not  very  inferior  to 
that  of  a  cannon-ball." 

The  effects  of  this  terrible  convul- 
sion were  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
villages  Goldau,  Bussingen,  and  Ro- 
then,  and  a  part  of  Lowertz;  the  rich 
pasturages  in  the  valley  and  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain,  entirely  over- 
whelmed by  it  and  ruined,  were  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  150,000/.;  Ill 
houses,  and  more  than  200  stables 
and  chalets,  were  buried  under  the 
debris  of  rocks,  which  of  themselves 
form  hills  several  hundred  feet  high. 
More  than  450  human  beings  perished 
by  this  catastrophe,  and  whole  herds 
of  cattle  were  swept  away.  Five  mi- 
nutes sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were 
first  roused  by  loud  and  grating 
sounds  like  thunder :  the^  looked  to- 
wards the  spot  from  which  it  came, 
and  beheld  the  valley  shrouded  in  a 
cloud  of  dust ;  when  it  had  cleared 
away,  they  found  the  face  of  nature 
changed.  The  houses  of  Goldau  were 
literally  crushed  beneath  the  weight 
of  superincumbent  masses.  Lowertz 
was  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of 
mud. 

The  danger  of  further  calamity 
from  the  fall  of  other  portions  of  the 
mountain  is  by  no  means  past,  even 
now.  On  July  3rd,  1823,  a  shepherd 
boy  climbed  up  to  the  peak  of  the 


Rossberg,  called  Spitzbiihel,  to  gather 
herbs.  In  crossing  over  toward  Zug 
he  came  to  a  fissure,  which  he  leaped 
across  ;  but  on  his  return  he  found  it 
so  much  widened,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  repeat  his  jump,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit  to  reach 
home.  By  the  6th  of  July  the  rent 
had  increased  to  a  width  of  40  or  50 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  nearly  twice 
that  number  of  feet.  Great  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  lest  the 
mass  thus  separated  should  in  falling 
take  the  direction  of  the  Inn  and 
Church  of  Goldau  :  however,  on  the 
11th,  after  the  crack  had  widened  to 
150  feet,  with  a  depth  of  120,  and  a 
length  of  200,  down  came  the  huge 
fragment ;  it  was  shattered  to  pieces 
in  its  fall,  and  threw  up  the  waters  of 
the  lake  of  Lowertz  5  feet,  but  did  no 


Those  who  desire  a  near  view  of 
the  landslip  should  ascend  the  Gnyp- 
enstock,  whose  summit  may  be  reached 
in  3  hours  from  Arth. 

Arth  to  Goldau  J  league. 

Arth  to  Brunnen  3}  leagues. 

Goldau  to  Brunnen. 

At  Ooldau  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quented bridle-paths  up  the  Rigi 
strikes  off  to  the  rt.    (See  p.  47.) 

The  new  church  and  one  of  thejnns 
at  Goldau  stand  on  the  site  of  the 
village  overwhelmed  by  the  Rossberg; 
its  inhabitants,  thus  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  security,  are  said  to  have 
been  remarkable'  for  the  purity  of 
their  manners  and  their  personal 
beauty.  The  church  contains  two 
tablets  of  black  marble  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  some  of  the  sufferers, 
and  with  particulars  of  the  sad  event. 
The  high-road  traverses  the  talus  or 
debris,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Rossberg  far  up  the  Rigi  on  the 
rt.  It  ascends  vast  hillocks  of  rub- 
bish, calculated  to  be  30  feet  deep 
hereabouts;  but  near  the  centre  of  the 
valley  probably  200  feet,  and  winds 
among  enormous  blocks  of  stone  al- 
ready beginning  to  be  moss-grown, 
and  with  herbage  springing  up  be- 
tween them.  Among  these  mounds 
and  masses  of  rock  numerous  pools 
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are   enclosed,    arising    from   springs 
dammed  up  by  the  fallen  earth. 

Lowertz,  or  Lauerz,  standing  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  round  which  our 
road  is  carried  on  a  terraced  embank- 
ment, lost  its  church  and  several  of  its 
houses  in  the  same  catastrophe.  The 
lake  was  diminished  by  one  quarter 
in  consequence  of  the  avalanche  of 
mud  and  rubbish  which  entered  it, 
and  its  waters  were  thrown  up  in  a 
wave  70  feet  high  to  the  opposite  bank, 
so  as  to  cover  the  picturesque  island, 
and  sweep  away  a  small  chapel  which 
stood  upo?i  it.  The  ruined  Castle  of 
SchwanaUf  still  existing  upon  it,  has 
an  historical  interest  from  having 
been  destroyed  at  the  first  rising  of 
the  Swiss  Confederates  in  1308,  to 
avenge  an  outrage  committed  by  the 
Seigneur,  in  carrying  off  a  damsel 
against  her  will,  and  detaining  her  in 
confinement.  "  There  is  a  wild  and 
sombre  tradition  attached  to  this 
island,  that  *once  a  year  cries  are 
heard  to  come  from  it,  and  suddenly 
the  ghost  of  the  tyrant  is  seen  to 
pass,  chased  by  the  vengeful  spirit  of 
a  pale  girl,  bearing  a  torch,  and 
shrieking  wildly.  At  first  he  eludes 
her  swiftness;  but  at  length  she  gains 
upon  him,  and  forces  him  into  the 
lake,  where  he  sinks  with  doleful 
struggles;  and,  as  the  waves  close 
over  the  condemned,  the  shores  ring 
with  fearful  and  unearthly  yellings.* " 

Near  the  village  of  Lowertz  another 
footpath  strikes  up  the  Rigi,  which  is 
shorter  than  going  round  by  Goldaufor 
travellers  approaching  from  Schwytz 
or  Brunnen.  About  3  m.  above  Low- 
ertz it  fells  into  the  path  from  Gol- 
dau,  p.  47.  The  Rigi  Culm  may  be 
reached  by  it  in  3  hours. 

Sewen— (/nn;  Zum  Kreutz) — a  vil- 
lage at  the  E.  extremity  of  the  lake, 
is  resorted  to  on  account  of  its  chaly- 
beate springs.  A  direct  road  to  Brun- 
nen here  turns  to  the  rt. ;  it  is  1^  m. 
shorter  than  that  by  Schwytz,  but  is 
not  good. 

Schwytz  —  Inns:  Hirsch,  good; — 
Rossli,  comfortable ; — Hotel  Hettinger. 

Schwytz,  a  mere  village,  though 
the  chief  place  in  the  canton — "  the 
heart's  core  of  Helvetia" — ^from  which 


comes  the  name  Switzerland,  con- 
tains a  population  of  5225  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, including  the  adjoining  scat- 
tered houses  and  villages,  which  all 
belong  to  one  parish.  It  lies  pictu- 
resquely, about  3  m.  from  Brunnen,  its 
port  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  at  the 
foot  of  the  very  conspicuous  double- 
peaked  mountain,  called  Mythen  (Mi- 
tres), the  loftiest  of  whose  horns  is 
5860  feet  above  the  sea  ;  and  they 
flank  the  summit  of  the  Hacken  Pass. 

Adjoining  the  Parish  Church,  a  mo- 
dern building,  finished  in  1774,  is  a 
small  Gothic  chapel,  called  JCerker, 
erected,  according  to  tradition,  at  a 
time  when  admission  to  the  church 
was  denied  the  people  by  a  ban  of  ex- 
communication from  the  Pope.  It 
was  built  in  great  haste,  half  of  it 
within  three  days,  and  the  mass  was 
secretly  administered  within  it. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  the  parish  church 
is  the  grave  of  Aloys  Reding,  the  pa- 
triotic leader  (Landeshauptman)  of 
the  Swiss  against  the  French  Repub- 
licans, in  1798.  "  Cujus  nomen  summa 
laus,"  says  his  epitaph. 

The  EathhauSf  a  building  of  no  great 
antiquity  nor  beauty,  in  which  the 
Council  of  the  canton  holds  its  sittings, 
is  decorated  with  portraits  of  43  Lan- 
dammen,  and  a  painting  representing 
the  events  of  the  early  Swiss  history. 

The  Arsenal  contains  banners  taken 
by  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten,  and 
others  borne  by  them  in  the  battles  of 
Laupen,  Sempach,  Kappel,  Morat, 
&c. ;  also  a  consecrated  standard  pre- 
sented by  Pope  Julius  IL  to  the 
Schwytzers. 

The  Archiv  (record-office)  is  a  tower 
of  rough  masonry  several  stories  high, 
and  was  probably  once  a  castle:  its 
walls  are  remarkably  thick,  and  be- 
neath it  are  dungeons. 

Schwytz  possesses  a  Capuchin  con- 
vent, and  a  Dominican  nunnery,  found- 
ed in  1287. 

Diligence  once  a  day  to  Lucerne  and 
back,  and  to  Ziiricb,  St.  Gall,  and 
Glarus,  by  Lachen. 

The  Schwytzers  first  became  known 
in  Europe  about  the  year  1200,  in  a 
dispute  which  the  natives  of  this  dis- 
trict   had  with    the  tenants  of  the 
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monks  of  Einsiedeln.  The  holy  Fa- 
thers, concealing  from  the  Emperor 
the  very  existence  of  such  a  race  as 
the  men  of  Schwytz,  had  obtained 
from  him  a  grant  of  their  possessions, 
as  waste  and  unoccupied  lands.  The 
Schwytzers,  however,  were  able  to 
maintain  their  own  property  by  their 
own  swords,  until  at  length  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  IL  confirmed  to  them 
their  rights. 

The  name  Swiss  (Schwytzer)  was 
first  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
three  Forest  cantons  after  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  their  earliest  victory,  in 
which  the  men  of  Schwytz  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  prominently  distin- 
guished themselves  above  the  others. 

At  Ibach,  a  village  on  the  Muotta 
(through  which  the  road  to  Brunnen 
passes),  may  be  seen  the  place  of  as- 
semblage wnere  the  Cantons-Landes- 
Gemeinde — consisting  of  all  the  male 
citizens  of  the  canton — formerly  met 
in  the  open  air  to  choose  their  magis- 
trates, from  the  Landammans  down 
to  the  lowest  officer.  Here  they  used 
to  deliberate  and  vote  on  the  affairs 
of  the  state,  decide  on  peace  or  war, 
form  alliances,  or  despatch  embassies 
— a  singular  example  of  universal 
suffrage  and  the  legislation  of  the 
masses.  The  business  was  opened  by 
prayer,  and  by  the  whole  assembly 
kneeling,  and  taking  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  legislative  duties. 
According  to  the  Constitution  of  1833, 
the  General  Assemblies  of  the  canton 
are  now  held  at  Bothenthum,  on  the 
road  to  Einsiedeln.  At  present  the 
meeting  of  the  Circle  only  is  held 
here. 

The  road  up  the  Muottathal — ^which 
opens  out  here — ^is  described  in  Bte. 
75. 

Brunnen.     (Rte.  18.) 

ASCENT  OP  THE  RIGHI. 

The  summit  of  the  Bighi  may  be 
reached  in  about  11  hours  from  Zu- 
rich and  4  or  6  from  Lucerne,  exclu- 
sive of  stoppages.  Heavy  carriages 
can  approacn  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
at  Arth  (Goldau)andKiissnacht;  and 
if  the  traveller  ascend  from  the  one, 
he  may  send  round  his  carriage  to 


meet  him  on  his  descent  at  the  other 
place. 

The  Righi,  or  E^i  (Regina  Mon- 
tium  is  only  a  fanciful  derivation  of 
the  name),  a  mountain,  or  rather 
group  of  mountains,  rising  between 
the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne,  owes 
its  celebrity  less  to  its  height,  for  it  is 
only  5700  ft.  above  the  sea,  than  to 
its  isolated  situation;  separated  from 
other  mountains,  in  the  midst  of  some 
of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  of 
Switzerland,  which  allows  an  uninter- 
rupted view  from  it  on  all  sides,  and 
converts  it  into  a  natural  observatory, 
commanding  a  panorama  hardly  to  be 
equalled  in  extent  and  grandeur 
among  the  Alps.  It  has  also  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  very  accessible;  no 
less  than  3  mule-paths  lead  up  to  the 
summit,  so  that  it  is  daily  resorted  to 
in  summer  b^  hundreds  of  travellers 
of  all  countries  and  ages,  and  of  both 
sexes.  The  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tain is  composed,  like  the  Bossberg, 
of  the  brecciated  rock  called  Nagel- 
flue.  Externally,  the  entire  summit 
is  clothed  with  verdant  pastures, 
which  support  more  than  2000  head 
of  cattle  in  summer,  and  the  middle 
and  lower  region  are  girt  round  with 
forests. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  at- 
mosphere at  high  elevations,  travel- 
lers should  prepare  themselves  for 
disappointment,  since  the  trouble  of 
an  ascent  is  often  repaid  with  clouds 
and  impenetrable  mist,  instead  of  a 
fine  sunrise  and  extensive  prospect. 
He  is  wise,  therefore,  who,  in  fine 
weather,  manages  to  reach  the  summit 
before  the  sun  goes  down — he,  at  least, 
has  two  chances  of  a  view.  It  not 
unfrequently  happens,  however,  that 
the  traveller  who  has  commenced  the 
ascent  in  sunshine  and  under  a  clear 
sky  is  overtaken  by  clouds  and  storms 
before  he  reaches  the  top. 

Horses  and  Guides. 

The  3  principal  bridle-paths  to  the 
CtUm,  or  top  of  the  Bighi,  are  those 
from  Goldau,  Kiissnacht,  and  Weggis. 
At  each  of  these  places,  as  well  as  at 
Arth,  Lowertz,  and  Brunnen,  horses, 
guides,  and  porters  may  be  hired  at 
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prices  regulated  by  tariff  fixed  by  the 
government  of  the  canton,  which  is 
always  hung  up  in  the  inns. 

The  usual  charge  for  a  horse  is  10  fr, 
to  the  top  (including  toll  for  road),  and 
6  to  return  next  day  by  the  same  road; 
7i  by  a  diflPerent  road  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  with  a  drink- 
money  of  5  or  6  batz  to  the  boy  who 
leads  the  horses.  A  porter,  to  carry 
baggage,  6  fir.  and  3  to  return.  A  horse 
may  be  hired  for  6  fr.  up  to  the  con- 
vent of  Maria  zum  Schnee,  below  which 
is  the  steepest  part  of  the  ascent. 
Chaises  a  porteur  may  be  procured 
for  ladies  who  do  not  like  to  ride  or 
walk,  and  each  bearer  receives  9fr. 
up  and  down.  In  the  height  of  sum- 
mer, when  the  concourse  of  visitors  is 
immense,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  send  a 
lad  up  the  mountain  to  secure  beds  at 
the  Kigi-culm  inn,  from  the  place 
where  you  hire  vour  horses;  and 
while  you  are  stifi  one-third  of  the 
way  from  the  top  he  will  meet  you 
on  nis  descent,  and  tell  you  the  num- 
ber of  the  room  he  has  secured  for 
you.  The  pedestrian,  unless  he  desire 
to  be  relieved  of  his  baggage,  has 
scarcely  any  need  of  a  guide,  as  the 
paths  are  most  distinctly,  marked,  and 
are  traversed  by  so  many  persons 
that  he  can  scarcely  miss  his  way. 
To  those  who  ride  on  horseback,  the 
man  who  leads  the  horse  will  serve 
as  guide. 

Ascent  from  Goldau,  3^  hrs.;  de- 
scent 2^.  Travellers  usually  make 
Arth  (p.  40)  their  starting-place  (J  of 
an  hour  farther  off);  but  the  ascent 
of  the  mountain  begins  at  Goldau. 
(Inn:  Cheval  Blanc.)  This  is,  indeed, 
the  best  side  to  ascend  from,  because 
the  path  runs  along  a  deep  gully, 
in  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  the 
sides  of  which  protect  the  traveller 
from  the  afternoon  sun,  and  shut  out 
all  view  until  the  summit  is  reached, 
where  it  bursts  at  once  upon  the 
sight:  the  other  paths  wind  round 
the  exterior  of  the  mountain. 

At  Goldau  a  toll  of  5  batz,  =»  75 
centimes,  is  paid  for  each  horse,  and 
goes  to  keep  the  path  in  repair.  The 
path  strikes  at  once  from  the  inn  of  the 
Cheval  Blanc  up  the  side  of  the  moun- 


tain; at  first  across  fields  strewn  with 
blocks  from  the  Rossberg,  which,  by 
the  force  acquired  in  their  descent 
down  one  side  of  the  vaUey,  were 
actually  carried  up  the  opposite 
slope. 

Near  a  small  public  house,  called 
Unter  Dachli,  where  the  guides 
usually  stop  to  give  breath  to  their 
animals  and  a  glass  of  schnaps  to 
themselves,  the  path  is  very  steep 
indeed,  carried  up  a  rude  staircase 
formed  of  trunks  of  trees  fastened 
between  the  rocks. 

This  is  a  good  point  for  surveying 
the  fall  of  the  Rossberg  and  the  vale 
of  the  Goldau  below,  mourning  in 
ruin  and  desolation.  The  long  train 
of  rubbish  thrown  down  by  that  con- 
vulsion is  seen  stretching  across  to 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  which  it  partly 
filled  up  (see  p.  45).  A  steep  foot- 
path fi*om  Arth  falls  into  our  road 
here.  Here  begin  **  the  Stations,"  a 
series  of  13  little  chapels,  each  with  a 
painting  ref)resenting  an  event  in  our 
Lord's  Passion,  which  lead  up  to  the 
pilgrimage  church  of  Mary-of-the- 
Snow.  The  steepest  part  of  the  road 
is  over  at  the  4th  station.  At  the 
chapel  of  Malchus,  containing  the 
Bearing  of  the  Cross,  the  path  from 
Lowertz  falls  into  our  route. 

Notre  Dame  des  Neiges,  or  Maria 
zum  Schnee,  is  a  little  church  much 
frequented  by  pilgrims,  especially  on 
the  5th  of  August,  on  account  of  the 
indulgences  granted  by  the  Pope  at 
the  end  of  the  17th  century  to  all  who 
make  this  pious  journey.  Adjoining 
it  is  a  small  hospice,  or  convent,  inha- 
bited all  the  year  by  3  or  4  Capuchin 
brothers,  who  do  the  duty  of  the 
church,  being  deputed  by  the  frater- 
nity at  Arth  on  this  service.  The 
church  is  surrounded  by  a  group  of 
inns,  the  best  of  which  (the  Schwerdt 
and  Sonne)  are  sometimes  resorted  to 
by  invalids,  who  repair  hither  to  drink 
goat's  whey,  and  might  even  afford  a 
homely  loagmg  to  travellers  benighted 
or  unable  to  find  room  in  the  two  inns 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain :  the  others 
are  public-houses,  chiefly  occupied  by 
pilgrims.  Half  an  hour's  walking, 
up  gently-sloping   meadows,   brxngs 
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the  traveller  to  the  inn  called  Rigi- 
Staffel.  

Ascent  from  Kiissnacht, — 3^  hrs.  to 
mount;  2^  to  descend.  A  mule-path, 
as  long  as  that  from  Goldau,  and 
more  steep.  A  toll  of  10  batzen  is 
paid  on  this  road.  By  a  detour  of  i 
an  hour,  Tell's  Chapel  (see  p.  40) 
may  be  visited  in  going  or  returning. 
Leaving  Kiissnacht  and  passing  on 
the  1.  the  ruins  of  Gessler's  Castle  (p. 
40),  it  is  carried  in  zigzags  up  the 
steepest  part  of  the  mountain,  through 
forests,  and  across  the  pastures  called 
Seeboden.  The  lake  of  Lucerne  is 
in  sight  almost  the  whole  way.  The 
path  emerges  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
in  front  of  the  Staffel  inn. 

Ascent  from  Weggis. — Weggis — Inn : 
Lowe  (Lion)— a  small  village  on  a 
little  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the  Kigi,  on 
the  lake  of  the  Four  Cantons,  is  the 
spot  where  those  who  approach  the 
Rigi  by  water,  land.  It  supports 
more  than  40  horses,  and  guides  in 
con'esponding  numbers.  The  steamer 
to  and  from  Lucerne  touches  here 
6  times  daily.  A  bad  path,  winding 
round  the  foot  of  the  Kigi,  connects 
Weggis  with  Kiissnacht;  but  the  chief 
communication  is  carried  on  by  wat^r. 

The  mule-path  up  the  Kigi  from 
Weggis  is  less  steep  and  a  little 
shorter  than  the  two  preceding:  3^ 
hrs.  up;  2^  down.  It  winds  along 
the  outside  of  the  mountain,  in  con- 
stant view  of  the  lake,  passing,  first, 
the  little  chapel  of  Heiligenkreutz 
(Holy  Cross),  and  then  stretching  up 
to  a  singular  natural  arch  (called 
Hochstein,  or  Felsenthor),  formed  by 
2  vast  detached  blocks  of  nagelfiue 
(pudding-stone),  holding  suspended  a 
third,  beneath  which  the  path  is  car- 
ried. These  broken  fragments  serve 
to  illustrate  the  tendency  which  this 
rock  has  to  cleave  and  split,  and  to 
this  cause  may  be  attributed  a  singu- 
lar torrent  of  mud,  which,  in  the  year 
1795,  descended  from  the  flank  of  the 
Rigi  upon  the  village  of  Weggig,  de- 
stroying 30  houses  and  burying  nearly 
60  acres  of  good  land.  It  advanced 
slowly,  like  a  lava-current,  taking  a 
fortmght  to  reach  the  lake,  so  uiat 


the  inhabitants  had  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  been  produced  by  springs,  or 
rain-water,  percolating  the  cracks  of 
the  nagelfiue,  and  converting  the 
layer  of  clay,  which  separates  it  from 
the  beds  beneath  it,  into  soft  mud. 
Had  there  been  any  great  fracture  in 
the  nagelflue,  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  mountain  would 
have  given  way  and  slipped  down 
into  the  lake,  since  the  strata  of  the 
Rigi  slope  at  a  very  steep  angle. 
Had  this  been  the  case,  a  catastrophe, 
similar  to  that  of  the  Rossberg,  might 
have  ensued.  As  it  was,  the  softened 
clay  was  squeezed  out  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  the 
mountain,  and  formed  this  deluge  of 
mud,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

About  4  an  hour's  walk  above  the 
arch  lies  the  Cold  Bath  (kaltes  bad), 
where  a  source  of  very  pure  cold 
water,  issuing  out  of  the  rock,  sup- 
plies a  small  bathing  establishment. 
(Douche  is  very  efficacious.) 

An  Inn,  of  wood,  has  been  con- 
structed here,  containing  26  bed- 
rooms and  6  baths.  It  was  once  the 
custom  for  patients  to  lie  down  in  the 
bath  with  their  clothes  on,  and  after- 
wards to  walk  about  in  the  sun  untU 
they  dried  on  the  back;  but  this 
method  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
essential  to  effect  a  cure.  Close  to 
the  cold-bath  is  a  little  chapel,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  to  which  pil- 
grims repair,  and  in  which  mass  is 
daily  said  for  the  shepherds  on  the 
Rigi. 

The  spring  is  called  the  Sisters* 
Fountain,  from  a  tradition  that  3  fair 
sisters  sought  refuge  here  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  wicked  and  tyrannical 
Austrian  baUiff,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  amidst  the 
clefts  of  the  rocks  in  the  exercise  of 
piety. 

Summit  of  the  Eigi, 

All  the  principal  paths,  except  the 
short  cuts  from  Arth  and  Goldau, 
converge  and  unite  in  front  of  the 
Staffelhaus,  a  humble  inn,  into  which 
travellers  are  sometimes  inveigled  by 
a  statement  that  the  inn  on  the  Culm 
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is  fdL  Let  them  beware  ere  they 
trust  such  assertions.  It  is  ^  an  hour  s 
walk  below  the  Culm,  and  it  is  a  bad 
plan  to  stop  short  of  it,  since  those  who 
rest  here  must  get  np  half  an  hour 
earlier  next  morning  if  thej  wish  to 
catch  the  sunrise  from  the  top. 

The  Cti/m,  or  culminating  pomt  of  the 
Rigi,  is  an  irregular  space  of  ground 
of  some  extent,  destitute  of  trees,  but 
covered  with  tur£  On  the  top  stands 
the  Iniif  a  large  building  of  wood,  afford- 
ing good  accommodation,  considering 
the  height,  which  exceeds  that  of  the 
most  elevated  mountain  in  Britain,  5676 
ft  above  the  sea  leveL  Charges :  tea  or 
breakfast,  1^  F.  fr.;  supper  (|  hr.  after 
sunset),  without  wine,  3  fr. ;  bed-room, 
2  fr. ;  servants,  1  fr.  Travellers  should 
bring  all  their  cloaks  with  them,  as 
the  cold  is  often  intense,  and  the  ther- 
mometer at  times  varies  as  much  as 
20°  Reaumur  within  the  24  hours. 
The  house  is  warmed  with  stoves  even 
in  summer.  The  foUowing  notice, 
relative  to  the  counterpanes,  is  hung 
up  in  every  room: — •*  On  avertit  MM. 
les  etrangers  que  ceux  qui  prennent 
les  couvertures  de  lit  pour  sortir  au 
sommet  paieront  dix  batz;"  a  threat 
which  seems  more  likely  to  suggest 
than  prevent  the  commission  of  so 
comfortable  an  offence. 

During  the  height  of  summer, 
when  travellers  are  most  numerous, 
the  Culm  inn  is  crammed  to  over- 
flowine  every  evening;  numbers  are 
turned  away  from  the  doors,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  procure  beds,  food,  or 
even  attention.  The  house  presents 
a  scene  of  the  utmost  confusion,  ser- 
vant maids  hurrying  in  one  direction, 
couriers  and  guides  in  another,  while 

fentlemen  with  poles  and  knapsacks 
lock  up  the  passages.  Most  of  the 
languages  of  Europe,  muttered  usually 
in  terms  of  abuse  or  complaint,  and 
the  all-pervading  fumes  of  tobacco, 
enter  largely  as  ingredients  into  this 
Babel  of  sounds  and  smells.  In  the 
evening  the  guests  are  collected  at  a 
table^iThote  supper;  after  which  most 

fersons  are  gliul  to  repair  to  rest, 
t  takes  some  time,  however,  before 
the  hubbub  of  voices  and  the  tramp- 
ling of  fiset  subside;  and,  not  unfre-  I 
IStcitz,^ 


quently,  a  few  roystering  German 
students  prolong  their  potations  and 
-noise  far  into  the  night.  The  beds, 
besides,  are  not  very  inviting  to 
repose;  but  whether  the  inmate  nave 
slept  or  not,  he,  tt^ether  with  the 
whole  household,  is  roused  about  an 
hour  before  sunrise  by  the  grating 
sounds  of  a  long  wooden  horn,  which 
is  played  until  every  particle  of  sleep 
is  dispelled  from  the  household.  Then 
commences  a  general  stir  and  com- 
motion, and  everybody  hastens  out 
with  shivering  limbs  and  half-open 
eyes  to  gaze  at  the  glorious  prospect 
of  a  sunrise  from  the  Rigi.  Fortu- 
nate are  they  for  whom  the  view  is 
not  marred  by  clouds  and  rain,  a 
very  common  occurrence,  as  the  leaves 
of  the  Album  kept  in  the  inn  will 
testify.  Indeed  the  following  verses 
describe  the  fate  of  a  large  majority 
of  those  who  make  this  expedition: — 

Nine  weary  uphill  miles  we  sped, 
The  setting  sun  to  see ; 

Sulkv  and  grim  he  went  to  bed. 
Sulky  and  grim  went  we. 

Seven  sleepless  hours  we  tossed,  and  then, 
The  rising  sun  to  see, 

Sulkv  and  nim  we  rose  again, 
Sulky  and  grim  rose  he. 

Long  before  dawn  an  assemblage  of 
between  200  and  300  persons  is  often 
collected  on  the  Rigi  Culm,  awaiting 
the  sunrise,  to  enjoy  this  magnificent 
prospect.  A  glare  of  light  in  the  E., 
whicn  gradually  dims  the  flickering  of 
the  stars,  is  the  first  token  of  the 
morning;  it  soon  becomes  a  streak  of 
gold  along  the  horizon,  and  is  reflected 
in  a  pale  pink  tint  upon  the  snows  of 
the  Bernese  Alps.  Summit  after 
summit  slowly  catches  the  same  golden 
hue;  the  dark  space  between  the 
horLson  and  the  Rigi  is  next  illumi- 
nated ;  forests,  lakes,  hills,  rivers,  towns 
and  villages,  gradually  become  re- 
vealed, but  look  cold  and  indistinct 
until  the  red  orb  surmounts  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  darts  his  beams  across 
the  landscape.  The  shadows  are  then- 
rolled  back,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  scene  around  is 
glowing  in  sunshine.  The  view  is 
best  seen  during  the  quarter  of  an 
hour  preceding  and  foUowing  the 
first  Appearance  of  the  sun;  after 
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that  the  mists  begin  to  curl  up,  and 
usually  shroud  parts  of  it  from  the  eye. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  this 
wonderful  panorama,  which  is  said  to 
eJLtend  over  a  circumference  of  300 
m.,  is  undoubtedly  the  lakes  of  Lu- 
cerne and  Zug;  the  branching  arms 
of  the  former  extend  iii  so  many  diffe- 
rent directions  as  to  bewilder  one  at 
jfirst,  and  both  lave  the  base  of  the 
mountain  so  closely  that  the  spectator 
might  fancy  himself  suspended  in  the 
air  above  them,  as  in  a  balloon,  and 
think,  by  one  step  from  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  to  plunge  into  them. 
The  peculiar  greenish  blue  tint  which 
sheets  of  water  assume  when  seen  from 
a  height  has  also  something  exceed- 
ingly beautifuL  Eight  other  lakes 
may  be  seen  from  the  Rigi,  but  they 
are  so  small  and  distant  as  to  '*  look 
like  pools  ;  some  almost  like  water 
spilt  upon  the  earth." 

On  the  N,  side  the  eye  looks  down 
into  the  lake  of  Zug,  and  the  streets 
of  Arth ;  at  the  end  of  the  lake  the 
town  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  the  spire 
of  the  Ch.  of  Kappel,  where  Zwingli, 
the  Reformer,  fell  in  battle.  This  is 
backed  by  the  chain  of  the  Albis,  and 
through  gaps  in  its  ridge  may  be  dis- 
cerned a  few  of  the  houses  of  the  town 
of  Ziirich,  and  two  little  bits  of  its 
lake.  Over  the  1.  shoulder  of  the 
Rossberg  a  peep  is  obtained  into  the 
lake  of  Egeri,  on  whose  shores  the 
Swiss  gained  the  victory  of  Morgarten. 
The  N.  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
range  of  the  Black  Forest  hills. 

The  prospect  on  the  W,  is  more  open 
and  map-like,  and  therefore  less  inte- 
resting. Close  under  the  Rigi  lie 
Tell*s  chapel,  on  the  spot  where  he 
shot  Gessler,  and  the  village  and 'bay 
of  Kiissnacht.  Farther  off,  nearly  the 
whole  canton  of  Lucerne  expands  to 
view; — the  Reuss  winding  through  the 
midst  of  it  Above  the  Reuss  is  the 
lake  of  Sempach,  the  scene  of  another 
triumph  of  Swiss  raJour.  Lucerne, 
with  its  coronet  of  towers,  is  distinctly 
seen  at  the  W.  end  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  1.  of  it  rises  the  gloomy  Pilatus, 
cutting  the  sky  with  its  serrated  ridge. 
The  remainder  of  the  W.  horizon  is 
occupied  by  the  chain  of  the  Jura. 


On  the  S.  the  mass  of  the  Rigi  forms 
the  foreground,  and  touching  the 
opposite  mountains  of  Unterwalden, 
only  allows  here  and  there  a  small 
portion  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  be 
seen.  On  this  side  the  objects  visible 
in  succession,  from  rt.  to  L,  are  the 
lakes  of  Alpnach  and  Samen,  buried 
in  woods,  by  the  side  of  which  runs 
the  road  to  the  Briinig;  the  mountains 
called  Stanzer  and  Buochserhom,  and 
behind  them  the  magnificent  white 
chain  of  the  high  Alps  of  Berne,  Un- 
terwalden, and  Uri,  in  one  unbroken 
ridge  of  peak's  and  glaciers,  including 
the  Jungfrau,  Eiger,  Finster  Aar- 
hom,  the  Titlis  (the  highest  peak  in 
Unterwalden),  the  Engelberger  Roth- 
stock,  and  the  Bristenstock,  between 
which  and  the  Seelisberg  runs  the 
road  of  St.  Gothard. 

On  the  E,  the  Alpine  chain  continues 
to  stretch  uninterruptedly  along  the 
horizon,  and  includes  the  pre-eminent 
peaks  of  the  Dodi,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Orisons,  of  the  Glamisch,  in  can- 
ton Glarus,  and  of  the  Sentis,  in  Ap- 
penzelL  In  the  middle  distance,  above 
the  lake  of  Lauertz,  lies  the  town  of 
Schwytz,  the  cradle  of  Swiss  freedom, 
backed  by  the  two  singular  sharp 
peaks  called,  from  their  shape,  the 
Mitres  (Mythen).  Above  them  peers 
the  snowy  peak  of  the  Olamiseh;  and 
to  the  rt.  of  them  is  the  opening  of 
the  Muotta  Thai,  famous  for  the 
bloody  conflicts  between  Suwarrow 
and  Massena,  where  armies  manoeuvred 
and  fought  on  spots  which  before  the 
shepherd  and  chamois  hunter  scarcely 
dared  to  tread.  Farther  to  the  L  rises 
the  mass  of  the  Rossberg, — the  nearest 
mountain  neighbour  of  the  Rigi.  The 
whole  scene  of  desolation  caused  by 
its  fall  (see  p.  41);  the  chasm  on  the 
top,  whence  the  ruin  came;  the  course 
or  the  terrific  avalanche  of  stones,  di- 
verging and  spreading  in  their  descent; 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  partly  filled  up 
by  it,  and  the  pools  ana  puddles  causea 
in  the  valley  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
watercourses,  are  at  once  displayed 
in  a  bird's-eye  view. 

The  very  distant  snowy  peak  seen 
above  the  top  of  the  Rossberg  is  the 
Sentit. 
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The  Spectre  of  the  Rigi  is  an  atmos- 
pheric phenomenon  not  unfrequently 
observed  on  the  tops  of  high  moun- 
tains. It  occurs  when  the  cloudy 
vapours  happen  to  rise  perpendicularly 
from  the  vaUey  beneath  the  mountain, 
on  the  side  opposite  to  the  sun,  with- 
out enveloping  the  summit  of  the  Rigi 
itself.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
shadows  of  the  Rigi  Culm  and  of  any 
person  standing  on  the  top  are  cast 
upon  the  wall  of  mist  in  greatly  magni- 
fied proportions.  The  shadow  is  encir- 
cled by  a  halo,  assuming  the  prismatic 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  this  some- 
times doubled  when  the  mist  is  thick. 

Two    melancholy    accidents    haye 
occurred  on  the  top  of  the  Rigi:— in 
1820  a   guide  who  had  attended  an 
English  family  was  struck  dead  by 
lightning  as  he  stood  watohing  the 
clouds:   in  1826   a  Prussian  officer, 
who  had  reached  the  summit,  accom- 
panied by  his  vdfe  and  children,  fell 
nrom  a  very  dangerous  seat  wbich  he 
had  selected  on  the  brow  of  a  preci- 
pice (the  only  spot  where  the  summit 
IS  really  a  precipice),  and  was  dashed 
to  pieces  at  the  bottom.    According 
to  another    account,    the    miserable 
man  threw  himself  oif,  having  pre- 
viously announced  his    intention  of 
committing  suicide  to  his  wife,  vrho 
summoned  the  guide  to  arrest  him, 
but,  after  a  severe  struggle,  her  hus- 
bandgot  loose,  andeffectedhis  purpose. 
The  steamer  from  Lucerne  to  Fluelen 
calls  6  times  a  day  at  Weggis,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Rigi,  for  passengers  going 
and  returning. 


ROUTE  18. 


LUCERNE  TO 


THE  LAKE  OF   LUCERNE, 
FLUELEN. 
«« That  sacred  lake,  withdrawn  among  the  hills. 
Its  depth  of  waters  flanked  as  with  a  wall 
Built  by  the  giant-race  before  the  flood; 
Where  not  a  cross  or  chapel  but  inspires 
Holy  delight,  lifting  our  thoughts  to  God 
From  God-like  men     .     .     • 
That  in  the  desert  sowed  the  seeds  of  life, 
Training  a  band  of  small  republics  there, 
Which  still  exist,  the  envy  of  the  world! 
Who  would  not  land  in  each,  and  tread  the 

Ijmdwhere  Telt  leaped  ashore— and  climb  to 
drink  .     „      ^ 

Of  the  three  hallowed  fountamsr  He  vut 
do^ 


Comes  back  the  better.     .     .     . 
Each  cliff  and  headland,  and  green  promontory, 
Graven  with  records  of  the  past, 
Excites  10  hero  worship."  Rogers. 

The  length  of  the  lake  between 
Lucerne  andFliielen  is  about  7§league8 
=23  Eng.  m. 

A  Steamer  plies  between  Lucerne 
and  Fliielen,  performing  its  daily 
course  from  15th  June  to  15th  Oct., 
as  follows; — It  leaves  Lucerne  for 
Fluelen,  5  and  8  a.m.  and  2  p.m.,  in  3 
hours  ;  Fluelen  for  Lucerne,  8  a.m., 
2.30  and  6.50  p.m. 

Fares:— iBt  place,  3  fr.  20  rap.;  2nd 
place,  1  fr.  60  rap.;  a  carriage  with 
4  wheels,  20  fr. ;  embarking  or  landing 
it,  1  fr.  40  rap.;  horses,  2  fr.  50  rap. 
The  boat  calls  off  Weggis,  Beckenried, 
Gersau,  and  Brunnen,  on  its  passage 
each  way,  and  at  Stanzstad  once  a  day. 
Boats  may  be  hired  at  all  the  ports 
on  the  lake,  but  are  little  used  since 
the  steamer  was  launched.  The 
charges  are  fixed  by  tariff,  which  may 
be  seen  at  the  inns. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  dangers 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  arising  from 
storms  :  that  it  is  subject  to  sudden 
and  tempestuous  winds  admits  of  no 
doubt ;   but  the  boatmen  can  always 
foresee  the  approach  of  a  storm,  and 
are  very  careful  not  to  subject  them- 
selves to  any  risk.    The  clumsy  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  indeed,  have  an  unsafe 
look,  and,   in  windy  weather,  heave 
and  roll  about  immoderately  ;  vet  in- 
stances of  accidents  are  hardly  known 
— either  the  boatmen  wiU  not  stir  out 
in  bad  weather,  or  put  into  shore  on 
the   slightest  appearance  of  danger. 
Those  who  trust  themselves  on  the 
lake  in  boats  should  implicitly  follow 
the  advice  of  the  boatmen,  and  not 
urge  them  to  venture  when  disinclined. 
The  winds  on  the  lake  are  singularly 
capricious  and  variable,  blowing  at  the 
same  time  from  om)osite  quarters  of 
the  compass  in  different  parts  of  it, 
so  that  the  boatmen  say  that  there  is 
a  new  wind  behind  every  promontory . 
The  most  violent  is  the  south  wind,  or 
Fohn,  which  often  rushes  so  furiously 
down  the  bay  of  Uri  as  to  prevent  the 
progress  of  any  row-boat,  and  renders 

ij.  J  ^-.-.1% 4- All  nilx-kt-ViAw  AtreiTX  a  a^£kaTnol*  will 


ft  doubtful  whether  even  a  steamer  will 
be  able  to  face  it  During  fine  weath 
d2 
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in  summer,  the  north  wind  blows 
along  the  bay  of  Uri  from  ten  to  three 
or  four,  after  which  it  dies  away,  and 
IS  succeeded  by  the  Fohn,  blowing 
from  the  S.  The  boatmen,  in  coming 
from  Lucerne,  endeavour  to  reach 
Fliielen  before  the  wind  turns.  The 
only  resource,  when  a  storm  arises,  is 
to  run  before  the  wind. 

The  Lake  of  Lucerne,  or  of  the  Four 
Forest  Cantons  (Vier-Waldstadter- 
See),  so  called  from  the  cantons  of 
Uri,  Unterwalden,  Schwytz,  and  Lu- 
cerne, which  exclusively  form  its 
shores,  is  distinguished  above  every 
lake  in  Switzerland,  and  perhaps  in 
Europe,  by  the  beauty  and  sublime 
grandeur  of  its  scenery.  It  is  hardly 
less  interesting  from  the  historical 
recollections  connected  with  it.  Its 
shores  are  a  classic  region — the  sanc- 
tuary of  liberty  ;  on  them  took  place 
those  memorable  events  which  gave 
freedom  to  Switzerland  —  here  the 
first  Confederacy  was  formed ;  and, 
above  all,  its  borders  were  the  scene 
of  the  heroic  deeds  and  signal  ven- 
geance of  William  Tell,  on  which 
account  they  are  sometimes  called 
Tell*s  Country. 

The  lake  lies  at  a  height  of  1406  ft. 
above  the  sea-level :  it  is  of  very  ir- 
regular shape,  assuming,  near  its  W. 
extremity,  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
various  Days,  branching  in  different 
directions,  are  each  named  after  the 
chief  town  or  village  situated  on 
them  :  thus  the  W.  branch  is  properly 
the  lake  of  Lucerne  ;  then  come  the 
bays  of  Alpnach  on  the  S.,  Kiissnacht 
on  the  N.,  Buochs,  stretching  E.  and 
W.  ;  and  lastly,  the  bay  of  Uri,  run- 
ning N.  and  S.,  entirely  enclosed 
within  the  mountains  of  that  canton. 

Quitting  Lucerne,  and  passing  the 
long  Hof  Briicke,  the  steamboat  wiU 
soon  arrive  abreast  of  a  promontory 
on  the  1.,  called  Meg^ennom,  close 
off  which  lies  a  small  island,  the  only 
one  in  the  lake.  A  Frenchman,  the 
Abbe  Beynal,  took  upon  himself  to 
raise  upon  it  a  monument  to  the 
founder  of  Swiss  liberty  ;  it  consisted 
of  a  wooden  obelisk,  painted  to  look 
like  granite,  with  Tell^s  apple  and 
arrow  on  the  top.    This  gingerbre^ 


memorial  of  vanity  and  bad  taste  was 
luckily  destroyed  by  lightning.  Thus 
far  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  undu- 
lating hills,  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
dotted  with  houses  and  villas — a  smil- 
ing scene  to  which  the  dark  ridge 
of  Pilatus  adds  a  solitary  feature  of 
grandeur.  After  doubling  the  cape 
of  the  Meggenhom,  the  bay  of  Kiiss- 
nacht opens  out  on  the  L,  that  of 
Alpnach  on  the  rt.,  and  the  traveller 
finds  himself  in  the  centre  of  the 
cross  or  transept  (so  to  call  it)  of  the 
lake.  From  this  point  Moimt  Pilate 
is  seen  to  great  advantage — clouds 
and  darkness  almost  invariably  rest 
upon  his  head,  and  his  serrated  ridge 
and  gloomy  sides  have  a  suUen  air  m 
the  midst  of  the  sunny  and  cheerful 
landscape  around.  The  superstitions 
connected  with  this  mountain  are 
mentioned  at  p.  39.  It  is  the  weather- 
glass of  the  lK)atmen  and  shepherds, 
and,  according  to  the  common  sa3ring, 
(Wann  Pilatns  tragt  sein  Hut 
Dann  wird  das  Wetter  gut) 
it  is  a  bad  sign  when  Pilate  is  free 
from  cloud,  or  dofis  his  hat  in  the 
morning  ;  but  when  the  clouds  rest 
steadily  on  his  forehead  tUl  late  in 
the  anemoon,  fair  weather  may  be 
expected. 

Looking  up  the  bay  of  Kiissnacht 
the  ruined  castle  of  Neu  Habsburg  is 
seen  on  the  L  perched  on  a  cliff ;  and, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  village 
of  Kiissnacht,  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
counts  of  that  name.  The  colossal 
mass  of  the  Big!  occupies  the  other 
side  of  the  bay.  Its  sides  are  girt 
with  forests,  below  which  runs  a 
fringe  of  fields  and  gardens,  dotted 
with  cottages  ;  while,  above,  it  is 
clothed  to  its  very  summit  with  ver- 
dant pastures,  feeding  a  hundred 
flocks; — an  agreeable  contrast  to  his 
neighbour  Pi&te. 

After  weathering  the  promontory 
of  Tanzenburg,  a  spur  or  buttress  de- 
scending from  the  Bigi,  the  village  of 
Weggis  appears  in  sight :  it  is  the 
usual  port  of  disembarkation  for  those 
who  ascend  the  Bigi  from  the  water 
(see  p.  48),  and  may  be  reached  in 
about  an  hour  from  Lucerne.  The 
high  precipices  opposite  Weggis  be- 
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long  to  canton  Unterwalden,  but  the 
narrow  ledge  of  meadow  at  their  base 
is  in  canton  Lucerne. 

Two  rocky  headlands  projecting 
from  the  Bigi  on  one  side,  and  the 
Burgenburg  on  the  other —  signifi- 
cantly called  the  Noses  (Nasen) — ^now 
appear  to  close  up  the  lake  ;  but  as 
the  boat  advances,  a  narrow  strait, 
not  more  than  1^  m.  wide,  is  disclosed 
between  them.  Once  through  these 
narrows,  and  the  noses  seem  to  have 
overlapped  each  other,  and  the  tra- 
veller enters,  as  it  were,  a  new  lake 
shut  out  by  high  mountains  from  that 
which  he  nas  traversed  before.  This 
oval  basin  is  called  the  Gulf  of  Buochs, 
from  the  little  vUlage  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  on  its  S.  shore,  behind 
which  rise  two  grand  mountains,  the 
Buochser  and  Stanzer-Hom. 

Beckenried  (/»» ;  Sonne)  was  once 
the  place  of  assembly  of  the  council  of 
the  4  cantons.  The  steamers  here  land 
passengers  bound  for  Buochs  (3  m.)  or 
Stanz  (6  m.  from  Beckenried),  p.  95. 
Carriages  may  be  hired  here  for  Lun- 
gem  and  the  Briinig  (Bte.  19). 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  from  Beck- 
enried to  Griitli,  by  a  charming  path. 

On  the  opposite  shore,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Bigi,  nestles  the  little  village 
Gersau  —  {Inn :  Sonne,  small,  but 
clean) — which,  with  the  small  strip 
of  cultivated  and  meadow  land  behind 
it,  formed,  for  four  centuries,  an  inde- 
pendent state,  undoubtedly  the  small- 
est in  civilized  Europe. 

Its  entire  territory  consists  of  a 
slope  leaning  against  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  produced  probably  by  the 
earth  and  rubbish  washed  down  from 
above,  by  two  mountain  -  torrents 
breaking  out  of  ravines  behind  it 
The  whole  extent  of  land  cannot  mea- 
sure more  than  3  m.  by  2,  which 
would  make  a  very  small  parish  in 
England  ;  scarcely  an  acre  of  it  is 
level  ground,  but  it  is  covered  with 
orchards,  and  supports  a  population 
of  1348  souls,  dwelling  in  174  houses, 
82  of  whicn  form  the  village. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  people  of 
Gersau  bought  their  freedom  irom  a 
state  of  villenage  in  1390,  with  a  sum 
of  690  lbs.  of  pfennings,  scraped  to- 


gether after  10  years  of  hard  toil,  to 
satisfy  the  Lords  of  Moos,  citizens  of 
Lucerne,  whose  serfs  they  had  pre- 
viously been.  They  maintained  their 
independence  apart  from  any  other 
canton,  and  governed  by  a  landam- 
man  and  council,  chosen  from  among 
themselves,  until  the  French  occupied 
Switzerland  in  1798,  since  which  they 
have  been  united  with  the  canton 
Schwytz.  Though  Gersau  possessed 
a  criminal  jurisdiction  of  its  own,  to- 
gether with  a  gallows  still  left  stand- 
ing, no  instance  of  a  capital  execution 
occurred  during  the  whole  Of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  state. 

There  is  something  very  pleasing 
in  the  aspect  of  Gersau  on  the  margin 
of  its  quiet  cove,  shrouded  in  orchards 
and  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  wotld 
by  the  precipices  of  the  Bigi ;  for, 
although  there  is  a  path  hence  to 
Brunnen,  and  another  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  they  are  difficult  and 
little  used.  Its  picturesque,  broad- 
brimmed  cottages  are  scattered  among 
the  fields  and  chesnut  woods  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  the  slopes  ;  some 
perched  on  sloping  lawns,  so  steep 
that  they  seem  likely  to  slip  into  the 
lake. 

The  steamer  calls  off  Gersau,  which 
is  reached  in  1^  hr.  from  Lucerne. 
As  soon  as  it  is  left  behind,  the  sin- 
gular bare  peaks  of  the  Mythen 
TMitres)  start  up  into  view, — at  their 
toot  the  town  of  Schwytz  is  built,  3  m. 
mland,  and  in  front  of  them  stands 
tne  village  of 

Brunnen  (Inn :  Golden  Adler;  good 
and  comfortable;  intelligent  landlord) 
— the  port  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  built 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Muotta.  Its 
position  in  reference  to  the  surround- 
ing scenery  is  one  of  the  most  fortu- 
nate on  the  lake,  commanding  a  view 
along  two  of  its  finest  reaches.  Mt. 
Filatus  is  weU  seen  from  this.  It  is 
the  depot  for  goods  going  to  and  from 
Italy,  over  the  St.  Gothard.  The 
warehouse,  called  Smt,  bears  on  its 
outer  walls  a  rude  painting  of  the 
three  Confederates,  to  commemorate 
the  first  alliance  which  was  formed  on 
this  spot  between  the  Forest  Cantons 
in  131 5,  after  the  battle  of  Morgarten. 
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Aloys  Eeding  here  raised  the  stand- 
ard'of  revolt  against  the  French  in 
1798.  Schwytzis3m.distant.(Rtel7.) 

Those  who  intend  to  ascend  the  Bigi 
from  this,  usually  take  a  char  to 
Goldau  (charge  60  batz)  : — for  pe- 
destrians there  is  a  shorter  footpath 
from  Lowertz.  It  takes  5  hrs.  to 
reach  the  top  (see  p.  46).  Saddle- 
horses  may  be  hired  here. 

Boats  for  rowing  on  the  lake  cost 
about  i  a  franc  an  nour.  The  steamer 
touches  here  6  times  a-day.  Diligences 
for  St.  Gall  and  Zurich  by  Arth. 

Opposite  Brunnen,  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons  changes  at  once  its  di- 
rection and  its  character.  Along  the 
bay  of  Uri,  or  of  Flilelen  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  it  stretches  nearly  N. 
and  S.  Its  borders  are  perpendicular, 
and  almost  uninterrupted  precipices  ; 
the  basements  and  buttresses  of  co- 
lossal mountains,  higher  than  any  of 
those  which  overlook  the  other 
branches  of  the  lake;  and  their  snowy 
summits  peer  down  from  above  the 
clouds,  or  through  the  gullies  in  their 
sides,  upon  the  dark  gulf  below.  At 
the  point  of  the  promontory,  opposite 
Brunnen,  stands  a  small  mn,  called 
Treib,  with  a  little  haven  in  front, 
in  which  boats  often  take  shelter. 
When  the  violence  of  the  Fohn  wind 
renders  the  navigation  of  the  lake  to 
Fliielen  impracticable,  travellers  some- 
times take  a  footpath  from  Treib  over 
the  mountains  by  Seelisberg,  Bauen, 
Isenthal,  and  Seedorf.  There  is  a 
similar  and  equally  difficult  path  from 
Schwytz  to  Morsebach,  Sisikon  (or 
Sissigen),  Tellenriith,  to  Altorf,  which 
was  nevertheless  traversed  by  the 
French  General  Lecourbe,  with  his 
army,  in  pursuit  of  Suwarrow,  in  the 
night,  by  torchlight,  in  1799.  The 
want  of  boats  to  transport  his  forces 
across  the  lake  compelled  him  to  this 
daring  exploit.  On  turning  the  comer 
of  the  promontory  of  Treib,  a  singular 
rock,  called  Wytenstein,  rising  like  an 
obelisk  out  of  the  water,  is  passed,  and 
the  bay  of  UrJ,  in  all  its  stupendous 
grandeur,  bursts  into  view. 

**  It  is  upon  this  that  the  superiority 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  all  other 
lakes,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  scenes 


upon  earth,  dep^ads.  T*he  vast  moun- 
tains rising  on  every  side  and  closing 
at  the  end,  with  their  rich  clothing  of 
wood,  the  sweet  soft  spots  of  verdant 
pasture  scattered  at  their  feet,  and 
sometimes  on  their  breast,  and  the 
expanse  of  water,  unbroken  by  islands, 
and  almost  undisturbed  by  any  signs 
of  living  men,  make  an  impression 
which  it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt 
to  convey  by  words."  —  Sir  James 
Mackintosh. 

After  passing  the  Wytenstein  about 
a  mile,  the  precipices  recede  a  little, 
leaving  a  small  ledge,  formed  by  earth 
fallen  from  above,  and  sloping  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  A  few  walnut 
and  chesnut  trees  have  here  taken 
root,  and  the  small  space  of  level 
ground  is  occupied  by  a  meadow  con- 
spicuous among  the  surrounding 
woods  from  the  brightness  of  its  ver- 
dure. This  is  Grata  or  Eiitli,  the 
spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  the 
rendezvous  of  the  3  founders  of  Swiss 
freedom,  —  Werner  StaufEacher,  of 
Steinen,  in  Schwytz  ;  Emi  (Arnold) 
an  der  Halden,  of  Melchthal,  in  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  Walter  Fiirst,  of  At- 
tinghausen,  in  Uri.  These  "honest 
conspirators"  met  in  secret  in  the 
dead  of  night,  on  this  secluded  spot, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1307,  to  form 
the  plan  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  oppression  of  their  Austrian 
governors.  They  here  **  swore  to  be 
faithful  to  each  other,  but  to  do  no 
wrong  to  the  Count  of  Habsburg,  and 
not  to  maltreat  his  governors." 

"  These  poor  mountaineers,  in  the 
14th  cent.,  furnish,  perhaps,  the  only 
example  of  insurgents  mo,  at  the 
moment  of  revolt,  bind  themselves  as 
sacredly  to  be  just  and  merciful  to 
their  oppressors  as  to  be  faithful  to 
each  other."  The  scheme  thus  con- 
certed was  carried  into  execution  on 
the  following  new  year's  day  ;  and 
such  was  the  origin  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation. 

According  to  popular  belief,  which 
everywhere  in  Switzerland  connects 
political  events  with  notions  of  reli- 
gion, the  oath  of  the  Griitli  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  miracle,  and  3  springs 
gushed  forth  from  the  spot  upon  which 
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the  3  confederates  had  stood.  In  token  | 
of  this  every  stranger  is  conducted  to 
a  little  hut  built  over  the  3  sources  of 
pure  water,  and  is  invited  to  drink 
out  of  them  to  the  memory  of  the  3 
founders  of  Swiss  freedom.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  3  sources  are  not 
merely  1  smlit  into  3  ;  but  few  would 
searcn  to  detect  **  the  pious  fraud." 

The  view  from  Griitli  is  delightful. 
.  A  small  scar  may  be  observed  from 
hence   on   the  face  of   the   opposite 

Erecipice  of  the  Frohnalpstock,  formed 
y  the  fall  of  a  niece  of  rock.  "  The 
fragment  which  has  left  such  a  trifling 
blemish  was  about  1200  ft.  wide ; 
when  it  fell  it  raised  such  a  wave  on 
the  lake  as  overwhelmed  5  houses  of 
the  village  of  Sissigen,  distant  1  mile, 
and  11  of  its  inhabitants  were  drowned. 
The  swell  was  felt  at  Lucerne,  more 
than  20  miles  off"—8imond. 

The  immediate  shores  of  the  bay 
of  Uri  are  utterly  pathless,  since,  for 
the  most  part,  its  sides  are  precipices, 
descending  verticallv  into  the  water, 
without  an  inch  of  foreground  be- 
tween.   Here  and  there  a  small  sloping 

.ledge  intervenes,  as  at  Griitli,  and  on 
one  or  two  other  spots  room  has  been 
found  for  a  scanty  group  of  houses,  as 
at  Sisikon,  Bauen,  Isleten,  &c. 

A  little  shelf,  or  platform,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Achsenburg,  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  lake,  called  the  Tellen- 
Flatte,  is  occupied  by  Tell's  Chapel, 
and  may  be  reached  in  |  of  an  hour 
from  Griitli.  Here,  according  to  the 
tradition,  TeU  sprang  on  shore  out  of 
the  boat  in  which  Gessler  was  carry- 
ing him  a  prisoner  to  the  dungeon  of 

.  Kiissnacht  (see  p.  40),  when,  as  is  well 
known,  the  sudden  storm  on  the  lake 
compeUed  him  to  remove  Tell's  fetters, 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  his  skill 
as  steersman  :  thus  affording  the  cap- 
tive an  opportunity  to  escape.  The 
chapel,  an  open  arcade  lined  with  rude 
and  faded  paintings,  representing  the 
events  of  the  delivery  of  Switzerland, 
was  erected  by  canton  Uri  in  1388, 
only  31  years  after  Tell's  death,  and 
in  the  presence  of  114  persons  who 
had  known  him  personally — a  strong 
testimony  to  prove  that  tne  events  of 
his  life  are    not    a    mere    romance. 


Once  a  year,  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  Ascension,  mass  is  said  and  a 
sermon  preached  in  the  chapel,  which 
is  attenaed  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  who  repair  hither 
in  boats,  forming  an  aquatic  pro- 
cession. 

The  murder  of  Gessler  by  Tell, 
notwithstanding  the  provocation,  was 
a  stain  on  l£e  Swiss  revolution, 
marked  as  it  was  equally  by  the  just 
necessity  which  led  to  it  ana  the  wise 
moderation  which  followed  it,  in  pre- 
venting the  shedding  of  blood,  so 
that  even  the  tyrannical  bailifis  of  the 
Emperor  were  conducted  unharmed 
beyond  .the  limits  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  there  set  free :  an  act  of  forbear- 
ance the  more  surprising  considering 
that  many  of  the  Swiss  leaders  were 
smarting  under  personal  wrongs  in- 
flicted by  these  Bailiffs  or  Zwing- 
Herm. 

TeU,  acting  by  the  impulse  of  his 
individual  wrongs,  had  well  nigh 
marred  the  designs  of  the  confede- 
rates by  precipitating  events  before 
the  plan  was  properly  matured.  Yet 
there  is  something  so  spirit-stirring 
in  the  history  of  "  the  mountain 
Brutus,"  that  there  is  no  doubt  the 
mere  narration  of  it  contributed  as 
much  towards  the  success  of  the  in- 
surrection and  the  freedom  of  Switzer- 
land, by  rousing  the  minds  of  a  whole 
people,  as  the  deep  and  well-con- 
certed scheme  of  the  3  conspirators  of 
Grutli. 

The  view  from  TeU's  chapel  is  ex- 
ceedingly fine.  The  following  are 
the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh 
on  this  scene: — "The  combination 
of  what  is  grandest  in  nature,  with 
whatever  is  pure  and  sublime  in  hu- 
man conduct,  affected  me  in  this  pas- 
sage (along  the  lake)  more  power- 
fuUy  than  any  scene  which  I  had  ever 
seen.  Perhaps  neither  Greece  nor 
Borne  would  have  had  such  power 
over  me.  They  are  dead.  The  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  a  new  race,  who 
regard  with  little  or  no  feeling  the 
memorials  of  former  ages.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  place  in  our  globe 
where  deeds  of  pure  virtue,  ancient 
enough  to  be  venerable,  are   conse- 
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crated  by  the  religion  of  the  people, 
and  continue  to  command  interest 
and  reverence.  No  local  superstition 
so  beautiful  and  so  moral  anywhere 
exists.  The  inhabitants  of  Thermo- 
pylae or  Marathon  know  no  more  of 
these  famous  spots  than  that  they  are 
so  many  square  feet  of  earth.  Eng- 
land is  too  extensive  a  country  to 
make  Runnymede  an  object  of  na- 
tional affection.  In  countries  of  in- 
dustry and  wealth  the  stream  of  events 
sweeps  away  these  old  remembrances. 
The  solitude  of  the  Alps  is  a  sanc- 
tuary destined  for  the  monuments  of 
ancient  virtue;  Griitli  and  Tell's 
chapel  are  as  much  reverenced  by  the 
Alpine  peasants  as  Mecca  by  a  devout 
Musselman ;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
3  ancient  cantons  met,  so  late  as  the 
year  1715,  to  renew  their  allegiance 
and  their  oaths  of  eternal  union.*' 

The  depth  of  the  lake,  opposite 
Teirs  chapel,  is  800  ft  After  round- 
ing the  cape  on  which  it  stands,  Flu- 
elen  appears  in  view.  On  the  W. 
shore  the  valley  of  Isenthal  opens 
out;  terminated  by  the  grand  snowy 
peaks  of  the  Uri  Rothstock  on  one 
side,  while  in  the  centre  the  vista  is 
closed  by  the  grand  conical  peak  of 
the  Bristenstock. 

Fliielen,  the  port  of  the  canton  Uri, 
may  be  reached  by  steam  in  20  mi- 
nutes from  Teirs  chapeL  Here  begins 
the  carriage-road  over  the  St.  Go- 
thard.  (Rte.  34.) 

ROUTE  19. 

THE  PASS  OF  THE  BRliNIG. — LUCEKNE 
TO  MEYRINGEN  AND  BRIENZ,  BY  ALP- 
NACH  AND  SARNEN. 

lOf  stunden  =  35  Eng.  m.  Time 
from  Lucerne  by  Winkel  to  Lungem, 
by  car,  5  hrs.;  Limgem  to  Meyringen, 
3  hrs. ;  to  Brienz  3^  hrs. 

The  Steamboat  from  Lucerne  calls 
off  Stanzstad  once  a  day,  goin?  and 
returning  (p.  95),  whence  a  road  runs 
by  Stanz  (2  hrs.)  to  Sachselen  (2  hrs.). 
Carriages  may  be  hired  at  Stanzstad 
(no  Inn)  for  Lungem  or  Engelberg. 

From  Alpnach  (Gestad)  to  Lun- 
gem the  road  is  practicable  for  chars; 
thence  over  the  mountain  to  Mey- 


ringen is  only  a  bridle-path.  The 
traveller  may  take  a  boat  at  once  from 
Lucerne  to  Alpnach,  2^  hrs.  (with  3 
rowers)  from  Lucerne  (the  charge  is 
1  fr.  50  c.  for  the  boat,  and  2  fr.  each 
boatman;  the  rowers  expect  a  franc 
extra  for  drink-money),  or  go  in  a 
char  to  Winkel  (about  ^  an  hour's 
drive),  and  there  embark,  by  which 
he  will  save  some  distance.  A  boat 
and  3  rowers  from  Winkel  costs  3  fr. 
Ask  for  the  Tariff. 

From  Winkel,  where  the  char  road 
ceases,  the  traveller  proceeds  by  water 
through  a  narrow  strait  between  the 
village  of  Stanzstad  (p.  95),  on  the  L,  and 
a  spur  of  the  Hiatus,  called  Lopper, 
on  the  rt,  into  that  beautiful  and  re- 
tired gulf  of  the  lake  of  the  Four 
Cantons,  called  Lake  of  Alpnach. 
The  castle  of  Rotzberg,  on  its  E. 
shore,  is  remarkable  as  the  first 
stronghold  of  the  Austrians  of  which 
the  Swiss  confederates  (p.  54)  gained 
possession  on  New-years  day,  1308. 
One  of  the  party,  the  accepted  lover 
of  a  damsel  within  the  castle,  being, 
according  to  the  practice  of  Swiss 
lovers  even  at  the  present  time,  ad- 
mitted by  a  ladder  of  ropes  to  a  mid- 
night interview  with  his  mistress,  a 
girl,  living  within  its  walls,  succeeded 
in  introducing,  in  the  same  way,  20 
of  his  companions,  who  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  surprising  and  overpowering 
the  garrison.  Tlie  loves  of  Jageli 
and  Anneli  have,  from  that  day  forth, 
been  celebrated  in  Svnss  song.  A 
series  of  simultaneous  risings  in  other 
parts  of  the  Forest  Cantons  proved 
equally  successful,  and  in  24  hours 
the  country  was  freed  from  the  Aus- 
trian rule. 

Alpnach-am-Gestad,  at  the  S.  end  of 
the  bay  (1^  hr.  from  Winkel)  {Inn: 
Cheyai  Blanc),  is  the  port  for  travellers 
going  to  or  coming  nrom  the  Briinig., 
Chars  may  be  hired  here.  A  1 -horse 
char  to  Lungem  costs  12  fr.  and 
drink-money  1  fr. ;  a  2-horse  carriage 
20  fr.  and  2  fr.  drink-money.  A  row- 
boat  takes  40  min.  hence  to  Stanzstad, 
where  the  Lucerne  steamer  touches 
once  a-day  going  and  returning. 

Behind  Gestad  (the  landing-place) 
is  seen  the  taper  spire  of 
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3J  Alpnach  (^Inn :  Schliissel,  Key), 
which  extends  1^  mile  from  the  water- 
side. It  is  a  scattered  village  of  1400 
Inhab.  at  the  foot  of  the  Pilatus  (p.  39). 
The  extensive  forests  which  clothe  the 
sides  of  that  mountain  belong,  for  the 
most  part,  to  Alpnach,  and  would  be 
a  source  of  wealUi  to  its  inhabitants  if 
they  could  be  got  at  more  easily.  It 
was  with  a  view  of  turning  to  account 
the  fine  timber  growing  on  spots 
barely  accessible  by  ordinary  means, 
owing  to  their  height  and  the  rug- 
gedness  of  the  ground,  that  the  cele- 
brated Slide  of  Alpnach  was  con- 
structed. This  was  a  trough  of  wood 
formed  of  nearly  30,000  trees,  fast- 
ened together  lengthwise,  5  or  6  feet 
wide  at  the  top,  and  3  or  4  feet  deep, 
extending  from  a  height  of  2500  feet 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  It  was 
planned  and  executed  by  a  skilful 
engineer  from  Wiirttemberg,  named 
Bupp.  The  course  of  this  vast  in- 
clined plane  was  in.  some  places  cir- 
cuitous; it  was  supported  partly  on 
uprights;  and  thus  was  carried  over 
3  deep  ravines,  and,  in  two  instances, 
passed  underground.  Its  averse  de- 
clivity did  not  exceed  1  foot  in  17,  yet 
this  sufficed  to  discharge  a  tree  100 
ft.  long  and  4  ft.  in  diameter,  in  the 
short  space  of  6  minutes,  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  trough,  where  it 
was  launched,  into  the  mke  below,  a 
distance  exceeding  8  Eng.  m.  The 
trees  were  previously  prepared  by 
being  stripped  of  their  Dranches, 
barked,  and  rudely  dressed  with  the 
axe.  The  bottom  of  the  trough  was 
kept  constantly  wet  by  allowing  a 
rill  of  water  to  trickle  down  it,  and 
thereby  diminish  the  friction.  Pro- 
fessor Playfair,  who  has  written  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  slide, 
says  that  the  trees  shot  downwards 
with  a  noise  like  the  roar  of  thunder 
and  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  seeming 
to  shake  the  earth  as  they  passed^ 
Though  the  utmost  care  was  taken 
to  remove  every  obstacle,  it  sometimes 
happened  that  a  tree  stuck  by  the 
way,  or,  being  arrested  suddenly  in 
its  progress,  leaped  or  bolted  out  of 
the  trough  with  a  force  capable  of 
Qiitjting  thfi  tre^s  growipg  at  the  side 


short  off,  and  which  often  dashed  the 
log  itself  to  atoms.  To  prevent  such 
accidents,  watchmen  were  stationed  at 
regular  distances  along  the  sides  during 
the  operation  of  discharging  the  wooc^ 
and  a  line  of  telegpraphs,  similar  to 
those  in  use  on  modem  railways,  were 
established,  showing,  by  a  concerted 
signal,  when  anything  went  wrong. 
The  timber,  when  discharged,  was 
collected  on  the  lake  and  floated  down 
the  Beuss  into  the  Bhine,  where  it 
was  formed  into  rafts,  such  as  are 
commonly  met  with  on  that  river, 
and  sold  in  Holland  for  ship-building 
and  other  purposes.  Napoleon  had 
contracted  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
timber,  to  supply  his  dock-yards;  but 
the  peace  of  1815,  by  diminishing  the 
demand,  rendered  the  speculation  un- 

{>rofitable,  and  the  slide,  having  been 
ong  abandoned,  was  taken  down  in 
1819.  Similar  slides,  nearly  as  long, 
are  common  throughout  the  great 
forests  of  the  Tyrol  and  Stjrria.  ^See 
Hand-book  for  S.  Germany.)  Smce 
1833  some  French  speculators  have 
constructed  a  cart-road  up  the  Pilatus 
into  the  centre  of  its  forests,  and  the 
timber  squared  or  sawn  into  planks  is 
now  brought  down  on  the  axle,  drawn 
by  20  or  30  horses  and  oxen,  without 
sustaining  any  injury  in  its  descent. 

The  Ch,  of  Alpnach,  a  handsome 
modem  edifice,  was  built  with  the 
timber  brought  down  by  the  slide. 

The  canton  Unterwahlen,  which  we 
are  about  to  traverse,  is  totally  un- 
provided with  milestones,  for  this 
reason,  that,  by  an  ancient  and  re- 
spected law,  every  inhabitant  is  bound 
to  guide  the  stranger  who  questions 
him  on  his  way,  without  fee  or  charge. 
The  road  ascends  the  vaUey  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Aa  to' 

1^  Samen. — {Inn,-  Schlii88el(Key)j 
not  very  good  or  clean.)  This  vil- 
lage, of  3000  Inhab.,  is  the  capital  of 
the  division  of  the  canton  called  Ob- 
walden,  and  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  pleasingly  situated  at  • 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  of  Samen^ 
at  the  foot  of  an  eminence  called  Lan- 
denberg,  a  spot  memorable  in  Swiss 
history  as  the  residence  of  the  cruel 
Austrian  bailiff  of  that  name  who  put 

Da 
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out  the  eyes  of  the  aged  Henry  an 
der  Halden,  father  of  one  of  the  he- 
roes of  Griitli.  This  act  of  atrocity 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  popu- 
lar mind,  contributing,  with  other 
events,  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Swiss 
insurrection.  On  New-y ear's  morn- 
ing, 1308,  20  peasants  of  Obwalden 
repaired  to  the  castle  with  the  cus- 
tomary presents  of  game,  poultry,  &c., 
for  the  seigneur,  who  had  gone  at 
that  hour  to  mass.  Admitted  within 
the  walls,  they  fixed  to  their  staves 
the  pike-heads  which  they  had  con» 
cealed  beneath  their  dress,  blew  a 
blast  as  a  signal  to  30  confederates 
who  lay  in  ambush,  under  the  alders, 
outside  of  the  gate,  and,  in  coniunc* 
tion,  captured  the  stronghold  almost 
without  resistance.  No  vestige  of  the 
castle  now  remains :  the  terrace  which 
occupies  its  site,  and  commuids  a 
most  beautiful  view,  has  since  1646 
served  for  the  annual  convocations  of 
the  citizens  of  the  canton,  who  meet 
there  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  elect- 
ing their  magistrates.  A^oining  it 
is  the  public  shooting-house,  for  the 
practice  of  rifle  shooting. 

The  Rathhavs,  a  plain  edifice,  not 
nnlike  the  court-house  of  an  English 
county  town,  contains,  in  its  **bu8i- 
ness-uke  council  chambers,^'  pcartraits 
of  the  landammen  from  1331  to  1824. 
**  The  artists  have  been  particularly 
successful  in  delineating  the  beards. 
There  is  one  picture,  however,  better 
thaQ  the  rest,  of  Nicholas  von  der 
Flue,  oi^e  of  the  worthies  of  Switzer- 
land, more  particularly  respected  in 
this  canton,  where  effigies  of  him 
abound.  He  enjoys  the  rare  reputa» 
tlon  of  a  patriot,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  peace«maker,  having  spent  his 
life  in  allaying  the  bitterness  and  dis- 
sensions between  his  countrymen, 
which,  at  one  time,  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  Helvetian  Bepublic. 
In  the  vigour  of  his  years  he  retired 
from  the  world  into  the  remote  valley 
of  Melchthal,  where  he  passed  his 
time  as  a  hermit  in  a  humble  cell,  in 
exercises  of  piety.  His  reputation, 
however,  for  wisdom  as  wejlas  virtue, 
was  so  high  that  the  counsellors  of 
the  confederacy  flocked  to  him  in  bis 


solitude  to  seek  advice,  and  his  sudden 
appearance  before  the  Diet  at  Stanz 
and  his  conciliating  counseb  pre- 
vented the  disscAiition  of  the  confe- 
deracy. After  enjoying  the  respect  of 
men  during  his  hietime,  be  was  ho- 
noured  after  his  death  (1487)  a»  a  taint. 

The  Melchthal,  mentioned  above, 
opens  out  to  the  E.  of  Saraen*  At 
its  mouth,  close  to  the  chapel  of  8U 
Mklausen,  stands  an  iscdated  tower, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  buiMings  ia 
the  canton,  dating  from  the  earliest 
Christian  times,  when  it  was  erectecl 
probably  as  a  belfry.  Melchtfaal  waft 
the  native  place  of  Arnold  an  der 
Halden,  one  of  the  conspirators  of 
Griitli  (p.  54).  While  ploughing  his. 
field  near  Schild,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  messenger  sent  from  the  bailifif 
Landenberg  to  seize  his  yoke  of  oxen* 
Enraged  by  the  insolence  of  the  serr 
vant,  and  the  injustice  of  the  demand, 
Arnold  beat  the  man  so  as  to  break 
his  finger ;  and  fearing  the  tyrant's 
vengeance  fled  over  the  mountains  into 
Uri,  little  anticipating  that  his  rash  act 
would  be  visited  by  the  tyrant  upon  his 
fia,ther,  by  depriving  him  of  sight. 

The  vaUej  of  Sarnen,  bounded  by 
gently  slopmg  hills,  has  nothing  Al- 
pine in  its  scenery ;  its  character  is 
quiet,  and  pastoral,  and  pleasing.  The 
successful  experiment  of  letting  off 
the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Lungem  has 
led  to  a  similar  project  of  reducing 
that  of  Sarnen,  which  will  probably  be 
carried  into  effect  sooner  or  later. 

The  road  skirting  the  E.  shore  of 
the  lake  traverses  the  pretty  village  of 

Sachselen  ( Inns :  Kreutz,  seems  good ; 
Engel,  perhaps  the  best  resting-place 
on  the  route).  Within  the  FarishChurch, 
Nicholas  von  der  Flue,  the  hermit  and 
saint,  is  interred.  His  bones  lie,  but  do 
not  r^ose,  in  a  glass  case  above  the 
high  sdtar,  the  shutters  of  which  are 
opened  for  travellers,  and  are  also  with- 
drawn at  stated  seasons  in  order  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  crowds  of  pilgrims  who 
repair  hither  to  pay  their  vows  to  the 
saint.  Within  the  nbs,  where  the  heart 
was,  there  is  now  a  jewelled  cross,  and 
from  the  breast  hang  several  military 
orders  gained  by  natives  of  Unterwal- 
den  in  military  service,  but  ofiS^red  up  to 
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the  use  of  the  dead  saint,  who  is  known 
to  the  peasants  by  the  name  of  Bruder 
Klaus.  There  is  a  wooden  figure  in 
the  transept,  clothed  with  the  saint's 
veritable  robes.  The  walls  are  lined, 
by  devotees,  with  votive  tablets  offered 
to  the  shrine  of  St  Nicholas,  record- 
ing miracles  supposed  to  have  been 
performed  by  him.  The  village  Gy- 
swyl,  on  the  rt  of  the  road,  was  half 
swept  away  in  1629  by  an  inundation 
of  the  torrent  Lanibach,  which  brought 
so  much  rubbish  into  the  valley  as  to 
dam  up  the  waters  of  the  Aa.  A  lake, 
thus  created,  lasted  for  1 30  years,  when 
it  was  finally  let  off  by  an  artificial 
canal  into  the  lake  of  Samen. 

["  The  summit  of  the  Roihhomy  cele- 
brated for  its  view,  may  be  reached  in 
6  hours  from  Gyswyl;  the  path,  at 
least  for  the  first  3  hours,  is  good;  the 
descent  into  the  valley  above  Sorenberg 
is  not  so  good."    (See  p.  81.>--/.  i).] 

The  steep  ascent  of  tne  Kaiserstuhl 
requires  to  be  surmounted  before  the 
road  reaches  a  higher  platform  in  the 
valley  occupied  by  the  Lake  of  Lwngem. 

This  lake  was  formeiiy  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  embowered  in  woods 
sweeping  down  to  its  margin,    and 

Sartly  enclosed  by  steep  banks.  The 
wellers  on  its  shores,  less  influenced 
by  admiration  of  its  pictnresqueness 
than  by  the  prospect  of  enriching 
themselves  in  the  acquisition  of  500 
acres  of  good  land,  nreviously  buried 
under  water,  tappea  it  a  few  years 
ago,  lowering  its  surfttce  by  about  120 
feet,  and  reducing  its  dimensions — 
and  thereby  its  beauty — by  nearly  one 
half.  The  works  designed  to  effect 
this  object  were  commenced  in  1788; 
but  had  been  repeatedly  interrupted 
by  want  of  funds,  and  by  political 
commotions.  The^  owe  their  recent 
completion  to  a  jomt-stock  company, 
consisting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  aided  by  a  skilful  engineer, 
named  Sulzberger.  The  earlier  at- 
tempts had  been  limited  to  the  boring 
of  a  tunnel  through  the  ridge  c^  the 
Kaiserstuhl,  which,  crossing  the  val- 
ley between  the  lakes  of  Samen  and 
Lungem,  forms  a  natural  dam  to  the 
waters  of  the  latter.  Th«  tunnel  be- 
gins near  Burglen,  and  is  carried  in  a 


sloping  direction  gradually  upwards 
towards  the  lake.  Before  Sulzberger 
took  the  matter  in  hand  it  had  made 
considerable  progress;  but  still  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  task  re- 
mained, viz.,  to  complete  it,  and  break 
a  passage  into  the  lake  without  injury 
to  the  lower  valley,  or  loss  of  life  to 
those  employed.  Having  with  much 
labour  dnven  the  tunnel  as  near  to 
the  bed  of  the  lake  as  the  excavations 
could  with  safety  be  carried,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  guard  against  any 
sudden  irruption.  With  &is  object 
in  view,  he  at  first  proposed  to  bore  a 
number  of  small  holes  with  an  auger 
through  the  intervening  rock,  and  to 
close  them  with  cocks  to  open  and 
shut  at  pleasure.  A  boring-rod,  12 
feet  in  length,  driven  through  the 
rock,  was  followed  by  a  discharge  of 
mud  and  water,  and  a  blow,  struck 
with  a  hammer  by  the  miner  from 
within,  reverberated  on  the  surface  of 
the  lake  so  as  to  be  perceived  by  per- 
sons stationed  in  a  boat  above  the 
spot — ^proving  that  the  basin  of  the 
lake  had  been  perforated. 

The  engineer  now,  however,  dis- 
covered that  the  finable  nature  of  the 
rock  traversed  by  the  rod,  and  the 
clay  and  sand  above  it,  rendered  the 

Eliui  of  draining  the  lake  by  a  num- 
er  of  small  perforations  impracti- 
cable. He  was  thus  compelled  to 
have  recourse  to  a  mine,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  enlarged  the  end  of  the 
tunnel  by  driving  a  shaft  or  chamber, 
about  6  feet  square,  upwards,  so  as  to 
i>each  within  6  feet  ot  the  water.  A 
cask,  containing  950  lbs.  of  powder, 
was  then  conveyed  to  the  end  of  the 
shaft,  and  finally  hoisted  into  this 
vertical  chamber,  by  propping  it  upon 
logs  of  wood;  then,  a  fusee  Seing  at- 
tached to  it,  the  end  of  the  tunnel  was 
rammed  tight  with  sand  many  feet 
thick,  to  prevent  the  mine  exploding 
backwards.  Upwards  of  500  men, 
relieving  each  other  day  and  night, 
were  employed  to  execute  this  part  of 
the  task,  the  difficulty  of  which  con- 
sisted not  merely  in  the  weight  to  be 
transported  along  a  passage  nowhere 
more  than  a  foot  wider  than  the  cask 
on  any  side,  but  in  the  foulness  of  the 
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air  inhaled  by  so  many  labourers^ 
which  soon  became  so  bad  as  to  ex- 
tinguish all  the  lights;  while  the 
constant  influx  of  water,  pourii^  in 
through  the  crannies  of  the  galfery, 
threw  further  impediments  in  the  way 
of  the  miner.  As  it  was  impossible 
to  renew  the  air  by  ventilation,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  withdraw  the  men 
for  several  hours  at  a  time.  In  ad- 
dition to  all  this,  a  great  part  of  the 
operations  were  necessarily  performed 
in  the  dark. 

The  length  of  the  tunnel  was  1390 
feet.  Strong  flood-gates  had  been 
erected  at  its  lower  extremity  to 
modify  and  restrain  the  issue  of  the 
flood.  All  things  being  thus  pre- 
pared, on  the  morning  of  January  9, 
1836,  a  cannon-shot,  fired  from  the 
Kaiserstuhl,  answered  by  another  on 
the  Landenberg,  gave  notice  to  the 
whole  valley  of  what  was  about  to 
happen,  and  a  bold  miner,  named 
Spire,  was  despatched  with  two  com- 
panions to  fire  the  train.  The  length 
of  the  match  was  so  regulated  as  to 
give  them  ample  time  to  escape 
wrough  the  tunnel ;  and  their  return 
to  daylight  was  announced  by  the 
firing  of  a  pistol,  A  multitude  of 
spectators  had  collected  on  the  sur- 
rounding hills  to  vdtness  the  result  of 
the  experiment  which  had  cost  so 
much  time  and  money  to  execute,  and 
in  which  many  were  so  deeply  inte- 
rested— while  considerable  anxiety 
prevailed  as  to  its  happy  result.  Ex» 
pectation  was  now  at  the  utmost 
stretch;  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  be- 
yond the  time  allotted  to  the  match, 
and  nothing  was  heard.  Some  began 
to  fear; — in  a  minute  two  dull  explo- 
sions were  heard;  but  they  neither 
shook  the  ground  above,  nor  even 
broke  the  ice  which  at  that  season  co- 
vered the  lake.  No  one  doubted  that 
the  mine  had  failed,  when,  on  a  sud- 
den, a.joyftil  shout  from  below  an* 
nounced  its  success,  as  a  black  tor- 
rent of  mud  and  water  intermixed 
was  seen  by  those  stationed  near  the 
lower  end  of  the  tunnel  to  issue  from 
its  mouth.  The  winter  season  had 
been  expressly  chosen  for  the  consume 
mation  of  the  undertaking,  because 


the  waters  are  then  lowest,  and  many 
of  the  tributary  torrents  are  frozen  or 
dried  up. 

The  drainage  of  the  lake  of  Lun- 
gem  was  effected  gradually  and  safely. 
In  six  days  the  water  fell  14  feet, 
and  in  ten  days  more  the  lake  had 
sunk  to  a  level  with  the  mouth  of  the 
tunnel.  The  lake  of  Gyswyl,  indeed, 
was  filled  again,  and  lasted  for  a  few 
days,  during  which  it  laid  several 
houses  under  water,  but  it  was  soon 
drained  off.  On  the  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Lungem,  appearances  were 
at  first  alarming.  The  steep  banks, 
deprived  on  a  sudden  of  the  support 
of  the  water,  began  to  crack ;  large 
masses  broke  off  and  a  very  consi- 
derable fissure  appeared  near  the 
viUage  of  Limgern,  which  threatened 
injury  to  it,  so  that  the  church  and 
many  of  the  houses  were  dismantled 
and  abandoned,  and  the  beUs  removed 
from  the  tower.  A  piece  of  ground, 
several  acres  in  extent,  did  indeed 
separate,  and  slide  into  the  water, 
just  after  a  house  and  shed  which 
stood  on  it  had  been  pulled  down  and 
removed.  Fortunately  this  was  the 
extent  of  the  mischief,  and  church 
and  viUage  are  still  safe.  The  un- 
covered land  presented,  for  some 
months,  only  a  blank  surfax^  of  mud 
and  sand,  to  which  the  crows  resorted 
in  great  numbers  to  feed  on  the 
worms  and  shell-fish  left  dry  in  the 
mud  by  the  receding  waters.  By  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  a  scanty  crop  of 
potatoes  was  raised  on  part  of  it ;  but 
some  time  must  elapse  before  it  can 
become  valuable  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, or  cease  to  be  unsightly  to  the 
eye :  indeed  much  of  the  lake-bed  was 
bare  rock.  The  aqueous  deposits 
brought  dovm  into  the  lake  by  tribu- 
tary brooks,  and  laid  bare  by  this 
drainage,  will  be  remarked  with  in- 
terest by  the  geologist,  as  illustrating 
the  progress  of  the  formation  of  strata, 
and  the  variation  of  their  dip.  Much 
float-wood  was  found  in  the  feed  of  the 
lake ;  it  had  assumed  the  appearance 
of  brown  coal. 

The  cost  of  this  enterprise  was 
51,826  f.  (5000/.)  and  19,000  days* 
labour  penorm^d  by  the  peasants. 
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3  LiiDgem  (^Inn:  Lowe,  not  good), 
the  last  village  in  the  valley,  situated  at 
the  foot  of  the  Briinig,  and  at  the  S. 
end  of  the  lake,  now  removed  by  the 
drainage  some  distance  from  it.  Here 
the  char-road  ceases,  and  the  rest  of 
the  way  must  be  travelled  on  foot,  or 
on  horses,  which  are  kept  here  for  hire. 
N.B.  Look  out  for  return  horses  from 
Brienz  or  Meyringen — and  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Lungem  landlord  if  he  tells 
you  there  are  none  in  his  stables. — 
J.  M.  1847,  (§  10.)  As  the  ascent  of 
the  Briini^  is  not  very  long,  and  as, 
especially  in  wet  weather,  the  large 
smooth  stones  in  the  steep  path  are 

E  slippery,  it  is  advisable  for  the 
strian  to  dispense  with    horses 
,  which,  especially  in  descent,  de- 
lay rather  than  advance  his  progress. 

From  Lungem  to  Meyringen  is  a 
walk  of  about  3  hours;  to  Brienz 
about  3^  hours.  The  first  part  of  the 
road  is  very  steep,  and  over  large 
blocks  of  stone  like  high  steps.  The 
road  is  so  narrow  in  some  p^rts  that 
the  guide  can  scarcely  walk  by  the 
side  of  the  horse;  a  rail  protects  the 
path.  This  part  of  the  pass  should 
be  walked  over  both  up  and  down. 
There  is  a  short  cut  for  pedestrians. 

From  a  little  chapel  near  the  fron- 
tier of  Canton  Berne,  and  the  culmi- 
nating point  of  the  pass  of  the  Brii^ 
nig,  3580  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  a 
charming  and  first-rate  view  is  ob- 
tained along  the  entire  valley  of  Nid- 
walden,  backed  by  the  Pilatus,  with 
the  Lungem  See  for  a  foreground, 
forming  altogether  "  one  of  the  most 
delicious  scenes  in  Switzerland,"  to 
use  the  words  of  Latrobe,  though  des- 
titute of  the  grandeur  presented  by 
snowy  peaks.  From  the  brow  of  the 
descent,  the  valley  of  Hasli,  with  the 
Aar  winding  through  the  midst,  opens 
out  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  backed 
by  the  gigantic  and  snow-white  crests 
of  the  Wetterhom,  £iger,  and  others 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  ^n  front  of 
them  the  Faulhorn.  Here  the  road 
divides:  the  branch  on  the  rt.  leads 
to  the  lake  of  Brienz  ;  the  other 
to  Meyringen,  seated  in  the  midst  of 
the  rich  fiat  which  forms  the  bottom 
of  the  Yfille^v   From  the  opposite  pre- 


cipices two  or  three  streaks  of  white 
may  be  discerned:  these  are  the  Falls 
of  the  Beichenbach,  and  at  their  foot 
are  the  Hotel  and  Baths. 

1^  Meyrmgen,    (Rte.  26,  p.  79.) 

ROUTE  22. 

LUCERNE  TO  BERNE    [OR  THUN],  BY 
THE   ENTLEBUCH. 

18|  leagues  =  54|  Eng.  miles. 
A  diligence  goes  daily  in  summer. 
This  is  the  best  and  shortest  of  the 
two  carrio^a-roads  to  Berne. 
4i  Wolhusen. 

[The  road  over  the  Bramegg  (pass- 
ing the  baths  of  Fambiihl,  a  solitary 
inn),  though  shorter,  has  been  nearly 
abandoned  by  travellers,  and,  conse- 
quently, allowed  to  fall  out  of  repair, 
being  superseded  by  the  more  level, 
though  circuitous  route,  passing  the 
convent  of  Werthenstein,  which  avoids 
the  steep  ascent  of  the  Bramegg  alto- 
gether.] 

It  takes  about  4  hours  from  Lucerne 
to  reach  the  village  of 

Entlebuch,  at  the  W.  foot  of  the 
Bramegg  {Inn  :  Drei  Konige— tolera- 
ble), prettily  situated  on  a  slope,  with 
the  torrents  Entle  and  £mme  roaring 
beneath  it. 

The  vale  of  Entlebuch  is  about  30 
m.  long,  and  is  flanked  by  mountains 
covered  with  woods  and  pastures. 
The  men  of  the  valley  are  celebrated 
as  the  best  wrestlers  in  Switzerland. 
They  hold  a  great  wrestling-match, 
called  Zwing  Fest,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  September,  when  they  try  their 
skill  against  the  athletes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys.  The  Bernese  high- 
landers  are  formidable  rivals. 

4f  Escholzmatt  {Tnns:  Krone;  — 
Lowe— good)  is  a  scattered  village,  in 
a  very  high  situation.  A  little  way 
beyond  it  the  read  quits  the  Entle- 
buch, and  descends,  by  the  side  of  the 
Ilfis  torrent,  into  the  canton  of  Beme. 
3|  Langnau  {Inns :  Cerf,  quiet  and 
good;  H.  zum  Emmenthals, new  1851) 
is  the  principal  place  in  the  Emmenthal 
— an  extensive,  fertile,  and  industrious 
valley,  famed  for  its  cheeses  (made  on 
the  high  pastures  near  the  tops  of  the 
hiUs,  and  exported  all  over  Germany), 
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and  for  its  manufiAotures  of  linen.  Its 
meadows  are  of  the  brightest  ver- 
dure; the  cottages  neat  and  substan- 
tial, with  pretty  gardens  before  them. 
The  Emme,  wnich  traverses  it,  and  its 
tributaries,  at  times  commit  serious  de- 
vastations, by  inundating  their  banks 
and  overspreading  them  with  gravel 
and  debris.  Suen  an  occurrence  in 
August,  1837,  occasioned  by  a  thunder- 
storm, created  serious  injury,  destroy- 
ing many  houses  and  edmost  all  the 
bridges:  several  lives  were  lost 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pass  through 
Langnau,  and  more  than  a  mile  is 
saved  by  leaving  it  on  the  rt.  The 
Bfis  is  crossed,  and  afterwards  the 
Emme,  before  reaching  Signau — {Inn: 
Ours,  tolerable)  —  a  pretty  village, 
with  a  ruined  castle  above  it. 

About  2  m.  farther,  the  road  to 
Thun  (4J  leagues  from  Hochstetten) 
turns  on  on  the  L,  and  shortly  falls 
into  the  high  road  from  Berne  to 
Thun  (Rte.  25),  by  the  Ch&teau  of 
Niessen,  4  leagues  from  Berne. 

The  road  to  Berne  proceeds  by 

2|  Gross  Hochstetten,  and  Worb, 
an  industrious  village,  with  a  Gothic 
castle  above  it. 

^  Berne  (in  Rte.  24). 

ROUTE  23. 

LUCERNE  TO    BEENE,   BY  SUMMISWAU). 

19^  leagues  «=  57|  En^.  miles. 

A  diligence  ^oes  daily  in  12  hours. 

This  road  is  less  frequented  since 
that  by  Entlebuch  was  macadamised. 
The  first  part  of  this  route,  as  far  as 

4|  Wolhusen,  is  the  same  as  the 
preceding.  Thence  it  runs  by  Menz- 
nau,  Wiflisau,  and  Zell  to 

5  Huttwyl— (/nns;  Krone;  Stadt- 
haus) :  a  small  walled  town  in  canton 
Berne. 

3J  Summiswald  —  {Inn:  Bar);  a 
flourishing  village.  The  poor-house, 
on  a  rock  above,  was  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  the  kind  in  Switzerland. 
The  buUding  it  occupies  was  the 
castle  of  the  hindvoght,  or  bailiff.  On 
the  Arni  Alp,  about  10  m.  to  the  E., 
much  cheese  is  made. 

The  road  now  passes  across  "  the 
gpreen  Emmenthal,  one  of  the  richest 


and  most  ffertile  of  the  Swiss  valleys; 
a  country  that  would  make  a  grazier's 
heart  sing  with  joy — such  a  prodi- 
gality of  homed  cattle." 

3+  Valchringen. 

Near  Engestein  are  mineral  baths, 
supplied  by  a  chalybeate  mring. 

At  Worb  this  route  falls  into  the 
jHTeceding. 

3^  Berne  (in  Rte.  24). 

ROITTE  24. 

SOLEUKE  TO  BERNE. 


7^  leagues  ss  22^  Eng.  m. 

A  diligence  runs  daily  in  4  hours. 

The  road  crosses  the  Aar  on  quit- 
ting Soleure,  passing  near  Zuchwyl, 
the  retreat  of  the  Protestants  driven 
out  of  Soleure  by  thekr  fanatic  fellow- 
citizens  in  1533.  In  a  grave  in  the 
churchyard  are  interrcw  "Viscera 
Thaddei  Kosciusko."  (See  p.  11.) 

We  enter  canton  Berne  before 
reaching 

2^  Batterkinden,  a  large  village  on 
the  Emme,  here  crossed  by  a  bridge. 

Franbrunnen.  Zum  Brunnen  is  a 
clean  village  Inn,  and  reasonable. 
Not  far  from  this  the  Bernese  de- 
feated the  English  mercenary  Ingel- 
ram  de  Coucy,  in  1375.  A  stone  by 
the  roadside  commemorates  the  event. 
(See  p.  14.) 

Jegistorf.  At  Urtinen,  2  m.  from 
this,  a  cross-road  turns  off  on  the  rt. 
to  Hofwyly  the  agricultural  and  educa- 
tional institution  of  Uie  late  M.  Eel- 
lenberg.     It  consists  of 

1.  A  seminary  for  young  gentlemen, 
about  80  in  number,  from  all  parts  of 
Europe:  there  are  many  English. 
They  receive  here  an  education  on 
very  moderate  terms.  Every  summer, 
during  the  vacation,  they  make  a 
pedestrian  tour  through  Switzerland, 
under  the  guidance  of  their  tutors. 
There  is  a  separate  school  of  instruc- 
tion for  schoolmasters. 

2.  A  school  for  the  poor,  who  are 
taught  according  to  the  system  of  M. 
Fellenberg,  on  an  extensive  scale.  It 
has  the  double  object  of  instructing 
farmers  and  introducing  agriculturtu 
improvements. 

3.  An  agricultural    establishment, 


.  Switzerland,    eottte  24. — hofwyl.     bebne.    fountains. 
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consisting  of  an  academy  for  practical 
husbandry;  a  model  farm;  an  experi- 
mental farm;  an  extensiTC  collection 
of  agricultural  implements,  and  a  ma- 
nufactory for  making  them. 

The  surrounding  district  was  little 
better  than  a  bog  when  M.  Fellenberg 
settled  here  in  1799:  he  has  since 
gradually  brought  it  into  cultiyation. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Berne  to 
Hofwyl,  by  the  Enghe,  Beichenbach, 
and  Buchsee,  about  6  m.  A  lofty 
bridge  of  3  arches,  a  noble  structure, 
has  been  thrown  over  the  river.  Nearly 
opposite  the  N.  extremity  of  the  lofty 
and  picturesque  promontory,  nearly 
surrounded  by  Aar,  called  Enghe,  lies 
the  old  Castle  of  Beichenbach,  which  be- 
longed to  Kudoh)h  of  Erlach,  the  hero 
of  the  battle  of  Laupen,  who  was  mur- 
dered here,  in  his  old  age,  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Jost  von  Budenz,  with  the  very 
sword  which  he  had  wielded  at  that 
glorious  victory.  The  assassin  was 
pursued,  as  h(%  fled  from  the  scene  of 
his  crime,  by  the  two  bloodhounds  of 
the  aged  warrior,  who  broke  loose  at 
their  master's  cries.  They  tracked 
the  murderer's  footsteps  of  their  own 
accord,  and  after  some  hours  returned 
with  gore-stained  lips,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  or  known  of  Jost  von 
Budenz. 

4|  Berne. — Iuim:  Falke  (Faucon). 
Charges — breakfast,  1^  fr.;  tea,  do.; 
beds,  2^  fr.  Couronne — clean  and 
comfortable,  obliging  landlord;  a  new 
house  1852,  facing  the  river.  These 
are  both  first-rate  inns,  and  equally 
good — tables-d'hote  at  1,  3  fr.  ;  at 
4,  4  fr.  The  Abbayesy  or  houses  of  the 
guilds,  such  as  the  Distelzwang,  or 
Abbaye  aux  Gentilshommes  (the  best), 
and  the  Abbaye  du  Singe,  afford  com- 
fortable, quiet,  and  moderate  accom- 
modation to  travellers. 

Berne,  capital  of  the  largest  of  the 
Swiss  cantons,  and,  since  1849,  per- 
manent seat  of  the  Swiss  Government 
and  Diet,  and  residence  of  most  of  the 
foreign  ministers,  contains  27,475  In- 
hab.  *  It  is  built  on  a  lofty  sandstone 
promontory,  formed  by  the  winding 
course  of  the  Aar,  which  nearly  sur- 
rounds it,  flowing  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  gully,  with  steep  and  in  places 


precipitous  sides  (stalden.)  The  incon- 
venient ascent  and  descent  by  which 
the  town  could  alone  be  reached  from 
the  E.  formerly,  has  been  remedied 
by  a  lofty  Bridge,  partly  of  granite, 
derived  from  erratic  blocks  lying  on 
the  Kirchet  hill,  thrown  over  this 
gully.  It  is  900  ft.  long,  and  the  cen- 
tral arch  over  the  Aar  150  ft.  wide 
and  93  ft.  high.  The  distant  aspect 
of  the  town,  planted  on  this  elevated 
platform,  1700. ft.  above  the  sea,  is  im- 
posing; and  there  is  somethingstriking 
in  its  interior,  from  the  houses  aU 
being  built  of  massive  stone.  It  has 
this  peculiarity,  that  ahnost  all  the 
houses  rest  upon  arcades  (Lauben), 
which  furnish  covered  walks  on  each 
side  of  the  streets,  and  are  lined  with 
shops  and  stalls,  like  "  the  Bows  "  in 
the  city  of  Chester.  The  lowness  of 
the  ardies,  however,  and  the  solidity 
of  the  buttresses  supporting  them, 
render  these  colonnades  gloomy  and 
close.  Along  the  brow  of  the  preci- 
pice, overhanging  the  Aar,  and  re- 
moved from  the  main  streets,  are  the 
more  aristocratic  residences  of  the  ex- 
clusive patricians. 

BUls  of  water  are  carried  through 
the  streets  to  purify  them,  and  they 
are  abundantly  furnished  with  Fouti' 
tains,  each  surmoimted  by  some  quaint 
e€&gy.  One  of  these,  the  Kinderfres- 
sev'Brunnen  (Ogre's-fountain),  on  the 
Com-house-square,  receives  its  name 
from  a  figure  (probably  Saturn)  de- 
vouring a  child,  with  others  stuck  in 
his  girdles  and  pockets  ready  for  con- 
sumption. Some  bear  the  figures  of 
armed  warriors,  such  as  David:  an- 
other is  surmounted  by  ^  female 
figure;  but  the  favourite  device  is  the 
Bear,  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
canton,  which  is  what  the  French 
heralds  call  an  "armoirie  parlance;" 
the  word  "Bern"  signifying  a  bear, 
in  old  German,  or  rather  in  the  Sua- 
bian  dialect.  Indeed,  the  animal  is 
as  great  a  favourite  here  as  in  the 
house  of  Bradwardine.  Thus,  the 
upper  fountain  in  the  principal  street 
is  surmounted  by  a  bear  in  armour, 
with  breast-plate,  thigh-pieces,  and 
helmet,  a  sword  at  his  side,  and  a 
banner  in   his  paw.      The    Schutzen 
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Brunnen  is  the  figure  of  a  Swiss  cross- 
bowman  of  former  days,  attended  by 
a  young  bear  as  squire;  and  two  stone 
bears,  uirger  than  life,  stand  as  senti- 
nels on  either  side  of  the  Morat  gate. 

Along  the  line  of  the  principal 
street,  which  extends  from  the  Briage 
to  the  gate  of  Morat,  are  three  antique 
watch-towers.  The  Clock'tou:er  (Zeit- 
glochenthurm)  stands  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  though,  when  ori- 
ginally built,  in  1191,  oy  Berchtold 
v.,  of  Zahringen,  it  guarded  the  outer 
walL  Its  droU  clockwork  puppets  are 
objects  of  wonder  to  an  admiring 
crowd  of  gaping  idlers.  A  minute 
before  the  hour  strikes,  first  a  wooden 
cock  appears,  crows  twice,  and  flaps 
his  wings;  and  while  a  puppet  strikes 
the  hour  on  a  bell,  a  procession  of 
bears  issues  out,  and  passes  in  front 
of  a  fig^ure  on  a  throne,  who  marks 
the  hour  by  ^ping  and  by  lowering 
his  sceptre.  Further  on  in  the  street 
stands  iheKdficht  Thwm{cBse  tower), 
now  used  as  a  prison;  and  beyond  it 
Christopher* s  tower,  also  called  Goliath*. , 
from  the  figure  of  a  giant  upon  it. 

The  great  charm  of  Berne  is  the 
view  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  the 
town  and  every  eminence  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood command  in  clear  weathec 
From  the  Platform,  a  lofty  terrace, 
planted  with  shady  rows  of  trees, 
overlooking  the  Aar,  behind  the  Min- 
ster, six  snowy  peaks  of  the  great 
chain  are  visible,  and  from  the  Enghe 
terrace,  outside  of  the  town,  at  least  a 
dozen  rise  into  view;  they  appear  in 
the  following  order,  beginning  from 
the  E.:— 1.  Wetterhorn;  2.  Schreck- 
hom;  3.  Finster^Aarhom;  4.Eigher; 
5.  Monch;  6.  Jungftrau;  8.  Gletscher- 
hom;  9.  Mittaghom;  lO.BlumlisAlp; 

11.  In  the  middle  distance,  Niessen; 

12.  Stockhom.    (See  Cut) 

There  cannot  be  a  more  sublime 
sight  than  this  view  at  sunset;  espe- 
cially at  times  when,  from  a  peculiar 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  slanting 
rays  are  reflected  from  the  Alpine 
snows  in  hues  of  glowing  pink.  It  is 
hardlv  possible  to  gaze  on  these  Alps 
and  glaciers  without  desiring  to  explore 
their  recesses,  which  enclose  some  of 
the  most  magnificent  scenery  in  Swit- 


zerland. The  Platform  itself,  supported 
by  a  massive  wall  of  masonry,  rises 
108  ft.  above  the  Aar;  yet  an  inscrip- 
tion on  the  parapet  records  that  a 
young  student,  mounted  on  a  spirited 
horse,  which  had  been  frightened  by 
some  children,  and  leaped  the  preci- 
pice, reached  the  bottom  with  no  other 
hurt  than  a  few  broken  ribs.  The 
horse  was  killed  on  the  spot.  The 
rider  became  minister  of  Kerzerz,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  age  I 

The  Minster,  a  very  beautiful  Gothic 
building,  ■  was  begun  in  1421,  and 
finished  1457,  possibly  from  the  de- 
signs of  Erwin  of  Steinbach,  who  built 
Strasburg  Minster,  or  one  of  his 
fSwnily;  and  many  of  the  ornaments, 
such  as  the  open  parapet  running 
round  the  roof,  and  varying  in  pattern 
between  each  buttress,  are  not  inferior 
in  design  or  execution  to  those  of 
Strasburg.  The  chief  ornament  is  the 
great  W.  portal,  bearing  sculptured 
reliefs  of  the  Last  Judgment,  fLsmked 
bv  figures  of  the  wise  and  foolish  Vir- 
gins, &c.  (date,  1475-85).  The  inte- 
rior is  not  remarkable.  In  the  win- 
dows, and  on  the  roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  aristocratic  burghers  of 
Berne,  in  all  the  pomp  of  heraldry. 
There  are  4  tall  wmdows  of  painted 
glass  in  the  choir  which  deserve  notice ; 
in  some  of  them  are  curious  carica- 
tures of  the  Romish  priesthood  (date, 
end  of  15th  century),  e.g,  the  Pope 
grinding  the  4  Evangelists  in  a  mill, 
whence  issue  a  number  of  wafers 
which  a  bishop  collects  in  a  chalice. 
The  stalls  in  tne  choir  are  well  carved 
with  figures  of  the  Apostles  on  one 
side,  and  prophets  on  the  other.  Along 
the  walls  are  tablets,  bearing  the  names 
of  18  ofiicers  and  683  soldiers,  citizens 
of  Berne,  who  fell  fighting  against  the 
French,  1798.  There  is  also  a  monu- 
ment erected  by  the  town,  in  1600,  to 
Berchtold  of  Zahringen,  founder  of 
Berne.  In  the  vestry  are  rich  tapestry 
and  vestments,  part  of  the  spoil  taken 
from  Charles  the  Bold  at  Miorat. 

Gn  the  Miinster  Flatz,  opposite  the 
W.  door  of  the  cathedral,  has  been 
erected  a  bronze  Monumental  Statue  of 
Budolph  V.  Erlach,  the  conqueror  at 
Laupen,  with  4  bears  at  the  corners. 
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Several  plans  in  relief  of  yarions 
parts  of  Switzerland  will  prove  equally 
instr  active  to  the  student  of  geography 
and  geology. 

In  a  small  collection  of  Antiquities 
the  following  objects  seem  to  deserve 
mentioning : — ^some  Roman  antiquities 
dug  up  in  Switzerland ;  the  Prie  Dieu 
of  Charles  the  Bold,  and  part  of  his 
tent  hangings,  captured  by  the  Ber- 
nese at  Grandson  ;  the  pointed  shoes 
worn  by  the  Bernese  nobles  in  the 
16th  century ;  some  dresses,  &c. 
from  the  South  Sea  Islands,  brought 
over  by  Weber,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  who  was 
of  Swiss  origin. 

The  Town  Library  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  40,000  volumes,  and  is  well 
stored  with  Swiss  history.  Haller, 
who  was  bom  at  Berne,  was  librarian. 
The  butter-market  is  held  beneath 
this  building. 

The  Arsenal  has  scarcely  any  curi- 
osities to  show  since  it  was  robbed  by 
the  French  in  1798  i  the  arms  for  the 
contingent  of  the  canton  are  kept  in  it. 
A  new  Stdnde-HauSf  or  Bunaes  Pa- 
last,  is  building,  to  include  all  the 
various  departments  of  the  Swiss  Le- 
gislature, the  Diet,  and  the  various 
Public  Offices,  1851. 

Berne  is  celebrated  for  the  number 
and  excellence  of  its  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions: they  are,  perhaps,  more  carev 
fully  attended  to  tnan  any  in  Europe. 
There  is  a  public  granary  in  case  of 
scarcity,  two  orphan-houses,  an  Infir- 
mary, and  an  extensive  Hospital,  bear- 
ing the  inscription  "  Christo  in  pau- 
peribus."  It  was  for  a  long  time  the 
finest,  indeed  the  only  grand  building 
in  the  town,  a  just  subject  of  pride  ; 
but  it  has  of  late  been  eclipsed  by  the 
colossal  dimensions  of  the  new  Prison 
and  Penitentiary,  a  circumstance  cha- 
racteristic of  the  present  period  per- 
haps in  other  countries  besides  the 
canton  Berne.  English  Church  service 
is  performed  twice  a  day  on  Sunday, 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Burger  Spital. 

Since   1834  an    University  or  high 

school  has  been  established  at  Berne. 

The  prevailing  regard  for  the  Bear 

at  Berne  does  not  confine  itself  to  the 

multiplying  of  his  effigy  on  the  coins, 


The  Museum  contains  one  of  the 
best  collections  of  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  Switzerland  to  be  found 
in  the  country.  It  is  open  to  the 
public  8  times  a  week  :  strangers  may 
obtain  admittance  at  all  times  by  a 
small  fee. 

In  the  zoological  department  there 
are  stuffed  specimens  of  the  bear  at 
all  ages.  Two  young  cubs,  about  the 
size  of  kittens,  respectively  8  and  21 
days  old — hideous  and  uncouth  mon- 
sters— enable  one  easily  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  vulgar  error  that  the 
j  bear  was  licked  into  shape  by  its 
mother.  The  lynx  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  steinbock,  both  from  the  Bernese 
chain,  are  interesting  from  their  rarity ; 
these  animals  have  nearly  disappeared 
from  Europe.  Here  is  deservedly  pre- 
served the  skin  of  Barry ^  one  of  the 
dogs  of  St.  Bernard,  who  is  recorded 
to  have  saved  the  lives  of  15  human 
beings  by  his  sagacity.  A  chamois 
with  three  horns,  one  growing  out  of 
the  nose  ;  a  specimen  of  a  cross  breed 
between  the  steinbock  and  domestic 
goat,  which  lived?  years;  a  wild  boar, 
of  gigantic  size  and  oristling  mien,  are 
also  worth  notice. 

In  the  Ornithological  department  are 
the  lammergeyer  (vulture  of  lambs), 
the  feathered  monarch  of  the  Alps, 
and  inferior  in  size  to  the  condor  alone 
among  birds.  It  breeds  only  on  the 
highest  mountains. 

In  addition  to  the  native  birds  of 
Switzerland,  there  are  specimens  of 
several  foreign  and  tropical  birds  which 
have  found  Uieir  way  into  Switzerland 
by  accident ;  viz.,  a  flamingo,  killed 
near  the  lake  of  Morat,  and  a  pelican 
from  Constance.  Possibly  the  fla- 
mingo came  from  the  waters  of  the 
district  around  Nismes  and  Aries, 
where  these  birds  are  not  uncommon. 

The  departments  of  geology  and 
mineraloj?y  are  very  rich.  The  geo- 
logy of  Switzerland  may  be  well  stu- 
died in  the  very  complete  series  of 
fossils  collected  by  M.  Studer  and 
others.  There  are  a  number  of 
beautiful  specimens  of  all  the  rarest 
and  finest  minerals  from  St.  Gothard. 
The  illustration  of  Swiss  Botany  is 
equally  complete. 
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sign-posts,  fountains,  and  public  build- 
ings of  the  canton.  For  sereral  hun- 
dred ^ears,  living  specimens  of  the 
favourite  have  been  maintained  at  the 
public  expense  ;  and  the  ditch  outside 
of  the  Aarburg  Gate,  called  the  Bd- 
rengrdben,  has  been  allotted  to  them 
for  a  habitation.  At  present  the  bears 
are  reduced  to  one  solitary  individual, 
■and  the  line  is  likely  to  become  ex- 
tinct No  traveller  will  quit  Berne 
without  paying  him  a  visit,  unless 
he  wishes  to  have  the  ranission  of  so 
important  a  sight  thrown  in  his  teeth 
every  time  the  name  Berne  is  men- 
tioned ;  and  indeed  a  vacant  half- 
hour  may  be  worse  employed  than  in 
watching  the  gambols  of  Bruin,  and 
supplying  him  with  cakes  and  apples. 
The  connexion  between  the  town  and 
the  animal  is  accounted  for  by  the  an- 
cient tradition,  that  on  the  day  on 
which  Berchtold  laid  the  foundations 
of  Berne,  an  enormous  bear  was  slain 
by  him  upon  its  destined  site. 

When  the  French  revolutionary 
.army  took  possession  of  Berne,  1798, 
•the  bears  were  led  awa^  captives,  and 
deposited  in  the  Jardm  des  Flantes, 
■where  one  of  them,  the  celebrated 
Martin,  soon  became  the  favourite 
of  the  French  metropolis.  When, 
after  a  series  of  years,  the  ancient 
-order  of  things  was  restored  at  Berne, 
one  of  the  first  cares  of  the  citizens 
was  to  replace  and  provide  for  their 
ancient  pensioners.  The  cost  of  keep- 
ing them  amounted  to  between  600 
•and  700  francs  per  annum  ;  and  well- 
grounded  fears  are  entertained  that 
modern  legislators,  forgetful  of  the 
service  rendered  by  Bruin  for  so  many 
centuries,  in  figuring  upon  the  shield 
of  the  canton,  may  soon  strike  him  off 
the  pension  list. 

The  fortifications  of  the  town,  no 
longer  of  use  as  defences,  are  con- 
verted into  PromeMidesy  and  make  very 
agreeable  walks.  The  banks  of  the 
Aar,  which  they  overlook,  are  most 
picturesque ;  and  the  Alps,  when 
visible,  form  a  background  of  the  ut- 
most sublimity. 

They,  however,  as  well  as  the  city 
of  Berne  itself,  are  best  seen  fr<un  a 
^terrace  walk  called  the  Enghe,  a  little 


more  than  a  mile  outside  the  Aatburg 
Gate,  the  favourite  resort  of  the  citi- 
zens. N.B.  Good  coffee  and  krimpel 
kuchen.  On  the  way  to  it,  immediately 
beyond  the  gate,  the  bears'  ditch  and 
den  are  passed  on  the  1.,  and  the  Shoot- 
tn^-house,  where  rifle-matches  take 
place,  on  the  rt.  hand. 

Two  other  more  distant  and  ele- 
vated points,  which  are  most  advan- 
tageous for  commanding  the  pano- 
rama of  the  Alps,  are  the  nil!  of  Alten- 
berg,  ^  hr.*s  walk  on  the  N.  of  the 
town,  reached  by  a  footbridge  across 
the  Aar  ;  and  the  Gurten^  a  height  an 
hour's  walk  to  the  8.  of  the  town. 

The  Cassino^  a  handsome  building  in 
the  Ober-Graben,  contains  a  readmg- 
room,  supplied  with  newspapers,  a 
■ball-room,  &c.  There  is  also  a  Theatre 
in  the  town. 

Balp,  Fisher,  Huber,  &  Co.  are  the 
principal  booksellers,  and  keep  a  good 
supply  of  maps,  views,  and  costumes, 
&c.,  of  Switzerland.  Jacob  Konig, 
near  the  Clock-tower,  is  an  excellent 
watchmaker. 

Passports.  —  Travellers  going  from 
Switzerland  into  Austria,  Sardinia, 
Italy,  France,  or  Bavaria,  must  bear 
in  mind  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
their  passports  countersigned  by  the 
ministers  of  those  powers.  The  Fo- 
reign ministers  to  the  Swiss  Confede- 
ration reside  at  Berne  (except  the 
Papal  Nuncio,  who  lives  at  Lucerne). 
Travellers  going  to  Chamouny  or  over 
the  Simplon  should  send  their  pass- 
port to  the  Sardinian  minister  to  be 
signed  here,  or  it  may  be  signed  by 
the  consul  at  Geneva. 

The  English  and  Austrian  ministers 
sign  passports  only  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, from  10  to  11  or  12.  The  tra- 
veller pressed  for  time,  and  wishing  to 
avoid  delay,  may  leave  his  passport 
with  the  master  of  the  inn,  to  be  for- 
warded to  him  by  post.  The  Austrian 
signature,  indispensable  for  the  travel- 
ler who  would  enter  Italy,  if  not  ob- 
tained here,  can  only  be  got  at  Turin 
or  Stuttgart,  the  nearest  capitals  where 
Austrian  ministers  reside.  The  English 
minister's  visa  is  absolutely  necessary 
before  it  can  be  obtained. 

Hindelbank,    which    is    sometimes 
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visited  from  Berne,  on  account  of  the 
tomb  of  Madame  Langhans,  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  13  ;  and  Hofwyl,  Mr. 
Fellenberg's  establishment,  in  Kte.  24, 
p.  62. 

The  excursion  hence,  through  the 
Bernese  Oberland^  Rte.  25,  may  be 
made  in  3  days,  though  it  deserves 
longer  time  to  be  devoted  to  it. 

Diligenoes  go  from  Berne  to  Basle, 
by  the  Munsterthal,  twice  a  day,  in 
15  hrs.— by  Soleure,  in  12  hrs.  ;  to 
Geneva,  by  Freiburg  and  Lausanne, 
in  17  hrs. ;  or  by  Neuch&tel  and 
Yverdun,  in  18^  hrs.  ;  to  Thun,  twice 
a  day,  in  3  hrs. ;  to  Ziirich,  in  14  hrs., 
twice  a  day. 

ROUTE  25. 
The  Bernese  Oberland. 

berne   to    thun,  —  interlachen,  — 
lauterbrunnen  ;  over  the  wen- 
gern    alp     to    grindelwald,  — 
ascent  op  the  faulhorn  ;    over 
the  scheideck  to  metringen  ; — 
and  by  brienz  back  to  thdn. 
This  agreeable  excursion  may  be 
made  in  3  days,  1st  to  Grindelwald, 
2nd  to  Meyrmgen,  and  returning  to 
Berne  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  day. 
Most  persons,  however,  wiQ  feel  dis- 
posed to  devote  longer   time  to  it. 
But  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to 
return  to  Berne:   the  passes  of  the 
Gemmi  (Rte.  38),  of  the  Brunig  (Rte. 
19),  and  of  the  Grunsel  (Rte.  28), 
connect  the  Oberland  with  the  general 
tour  of  Switzerland. 

It  was  in  this  magnificent  highland 
district  that  Byron  **  repeopled  his 
mind  from  nature,**  and  gathered 
many  of  the  ideas  and  images  which 
he  has  so  exquisitely  interwoven  in 
his  tragedy  of  Manfred,  the  scene  of 
which  lies  among  the  Bernese  Alps. 
He  preferred  many  of  the  scenes 
among  these  mountains  and  lakes  to 
Chamouni,  and  calls  them  ^  some  of 
the  noblest  views  in  the  world." 

Berne  to  Thvn, 

5^  leases  =16^  Eng.  m.  (A  3 
hours'  drive.) 

Diligence  2  or  3  times  a  day.  A 
voiturier  charges   18  fr.  and  drink- 


money  (no  back  fare)  ;  a  return  voi- 
turier 10  or  12  fr. 

The  road  is  excellent,  and  in  fine 
weather  the  snowy  Alps  are  in  sight 
nearly  the  whole  way.  The  scenery 
of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  is  very 
pleasine;  laid  out  in  pasture  lands, 
with  abundance  of  villages,  and  sul)- 
stantial  farm-houses,  with  broad  roofs, 
surrounded  by  neat  gardens.  The 
river  itself  runs  at  some  distance  on 
the  rt,  and  is  rarely  visible.  The 
principal  village  passed  on  the  way  is 

2|  Munsingen,  memorable  in  recent 
Swiss  annals  as  the  spot  where  the 
great  public  meeting^s  of  the  men  of 
the  canton  were  held  in  1831  and  1849, 
which  adopted  a  new  constitution,  and 
overthrew  the  rule  of  the  oligarchy. 

The  Stockhom,  with  its  conical 
peak,  and  the  Niesen,  two  limestone 
mountains,  forming,  as  it  were,  the 
advanced  guard  or  the  high  Alps, 
posted  on  the  opjyosite  side  of  the 
lake,  become  conspicuous  objects  be- 
fore reaching 

2{  Thun—Ims:  R  de  Bellevue, 
outside  the  town,  and  beyond  it — 
best,  a  first-rate  hotel,  well  situated  in 
a  ga^en  commanding  a  view  of  the 
Aar — the  Bateau-a-Vapeur,  a  few 
yards  further,  and  a  third  inn,  all 
belong  to  MM.  Knechtenhofer,  who 
are  also  proprietors  of  the  steam-boat 
plying  on  the  lake  : — ^Hdtel  and  Pen- 
sion Baumgarten  ;  cheerful  and  plea- 
sant, in  a  nice  garden,  civU  landlord, 
living  good.  Charges  5  fr.  a-day  for 
each  master,  and  ^  for  a  servant, 
everything  included  :  —  Freyenhof, 
within  the  town,  very  good  house  : 
— ^Faucon. 

There  is  not  a  more  picturesque 
town  in  Switzerland  than  Thim,  situ- 
ated about  a  mile  from  the  lake,  upon 
the  river  Aar,  which  here  rushes  out 
of  it  as  clear  as  crystal.  Pre-eminent 
above  the  other  buildings  rise  a  vene- 
rable church  and  a  picturesque  feudal 
castle  700  years  old.  It  contains 
5000  Inhab.  ;  but  within  its  walls 
there  is  nothing  worth  notice.  It  is, 
however,  from  its  position  and  its 
beautiful  environs,  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  places  of  residence  in  Swit- 
zerland, and,  being  the  starting-phM» 
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for  those  who  visit  the  Bernese  high- 
lands, it  is  thronged  with  a  constant 
succession  of  travellers  through  the 
whole  summer. 

The  Castle  of  Schudau  is  a  large  and 
singular  Gothic  castle,  built  by  M. 
Rougemont,  of  Paris,  between  the 
Aar  and  the  lake. 

The  view  from  the  Churchyard  ter- 
race "  along  the  lake,  with  its  girdle 
of  Alps  (the  Blumlis  Alp  being  the 
most  conspicuous),  fine  glaciers,  and 
rocks  wooded  to  the  top,  is  mentioned 
by  Byron.  A  more  extensive  prospect 
is  gained  from  the  little  Pavilion  of 
St.  Jacques  ;  but  better  than  either  is 
the  view  from  the  erounds  of  a  pretty 
country  house,  called  the  Chartreuse^ 
about  t  iiiile  below  the  Hotel  Bellevue. 
The  Jungfrau,  Monch,  and  Eigher 
are  visible  from  hence. 

M.  Knechtenhofer  has  built  a  chapel 
for  the  English  service  in  the  grounds 
of  the  hotel. 

Vehicles  of  various  kinds  and  guides 
may  be  hired  at  Thun.  "  Travellers 
often  send  their  carriages  from  Thun 
to  Xiuceme  while  they  make  a  tour 
in  the  Oberland,  beginning  and  ending 
with  those  places.  The  innkeeper 
will  make  the  arrangement,  and  con- 
sign the  carriage  to  the  inn  which  the 
traveller  may  designate.  Baggage 
may  be  safely  left  in  it.  The  charge 
for  a  light  carriage  is  72  fr.,  every- 
thing included.  Probably  1  fr.  a-day 
will  be  charged  for  the  standing  of 
the  carriage  as  long  as  it  remains  at 
the  inn."— C.  D. 

The  road  up  the  Simmenthal,  from 
the  lake  of  Thun  to  Vevay,  is  de- 
scribed in  Bte.  41. 

Lake  of  Thun — Thun  to  Interlachen. 

Two  steamboats  ply  on  the  Lake  of 
Thun,  between  Thun  (the  Hotel  du 
Bateau-ft-Vapeur)  and  Neuhaus  twice 
a  day  to  and  fra  The  voyage  takes 
up  12^  hrs.  The  fare  is  3  n*.,  with  an 
abatement  for  a  party  if  a  number  of 
places  are  taken.  The  hours  of  start- 
ing are  liable  to  be  altered  from  year 
to  year ;  travellers  should  inquire 
beforehand. 

The  steamer  does  not  take  car- 
riages ;  but  a  good  carriage-road  has 


been  made  to  Interlachen,  along  the 
S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The  distance, 
about  15  Eng.  m. 

The  lake  is  about  10  m.  long. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  near  Thun 
are  occupied  with  neat  villas  and 
cheerful  gardens  ;  further  on,  its  IS". 
shore  is  precipitous,  and  not  very 
interesting.  Among  its  scanty  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  the  most  important 
is  Oberhof,  distinguished  by  the  square 
tower  of  its  castle. 

The  S.  shore  is  more  striking.  Here 
the  two  remarkable  mountains,  the 
Stockhorn,  with  a  sharp  peak  pro- 
jecting like  a  horn,  or  thorn,  and  the 
pyramidal  mass  of  the  Niesen,  with 
Its  conical  top,  stand  sentinels  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Kander  and  Sim- 
menthaL  The  river  Kander,  con- 
ducted into  the  lake  by  an  artificial 
channel  formed  for  it  in  1714,  has 
deposited  around  its  mouth,  within 
less  than  a  century  and  a  half,  a  delta 
or  sand-bank  of  several  hundred  acres. 
The  progress  and  extent  of  this  recent 
formation,  so  interesting  to  geologists, 
have  been  ably  investigate  by  Sir 
C.  LyeU. 

S.  At  the  foot  of  the  Niesen,  on  a 
projecting  tongue  of  land,  stands  the 
picturesque  castle  of  Spietz,  founded, 
according  to  tradition,  by  Attila  (?), 
and  belonging  to  the  family  of  Erlach. 
At  Spietzwyler  there  is  a  neat  Inn, 

N.  When  about  two-thirds  over  the 
lake,  a  projecting  promontory  of  pre- 
cipitous rock,  called  the  "Nose,  is 
passed,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of 
the  Eigher  and  Monch,  which  fill  up 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  with  the 
white  mass  of  their  snow.  To  the 
rt.  of  them  appear  the  Jungfrau  and 
Finster  Aarhom. 

In  front  of  the  Nose  the  lake  is 
720  ft.  deep.  N.  «« Behind  the  village 
Mertigen  runs  the  Juster  Thai  :  at  a 
distance  of  between  2  and  2^  h.  walk 
up  it,  in  the  ridge  forming  its  W. 
boundary,  is  a  cave  called  Schaflochj 
which  in  the  height  of  summer  always 
contains  ice.  Such  ice  caverns  are  not 
uncommon  in  the  Jura,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  This  cave  has  2 
branches ;  that  in  which  the  ice  occurs 
runs  straight  from  the  entrance  for 


Switzerland,      koute  25. — lake  of  thun.    interlachen. 


about  60  ft.,  when  it  suddenly  narrows, 
and  dips  down  12  or  15  ft." — J,  D, 

N.  Farther  on,  in  the  face  of  the 
mountain  overhanging  the  lake,  is  the 
CaTce  of  8t.  Beatus,.  above  a  small  cas- 
cade, which  may  be  seen  leaping  into 
the  lake.  St.  Beatus,  according  to  tra- 
dition a  native  of  Britain,  converted 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Helvetia 
to  Christianitv.  Being  minded  to  take 
up  his  residence  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  a 
g^ot  weU  suited  to  a  hermit's  abode, 
which  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
occupied  by  a  dragon.  The  monster, 
however,  was  easily  ejected  without 
force,  and  simply  by  hearing  a  notice 
to  quit  addressed  to  him  by  St  Beatus. 
Among  the  mira-cles  performed  by  the 
anchorite,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
must  be  mentioned  that  of  his  crossing 
the  lake  on  his  cloak,  which,  when 
spread  out  on  the  water,  served  him 
Instead  of  a  boat.  A  rivulet  issues 
out  of  the  cave,  and  is  subject  to 
sudden  rises,  which  fill  the  cavern  to 
the  roof,  and  are  accompanied  by  a 
loud  report,  like  that  of  a  cannon.  It 
may  be  reached  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  from  the  shore. 

At  Neuhaus,  a  group  of  houses  and 
cabarets  at  the  end  ot  the  lake,  about 
10  m.  from  Thun,  and  about  2  m.  from 
Unterseen  the  passengers  are  landed. 
A  long  array  of  carriages,  porters, 
guides,  and  horses,  wiU  be  found 
awaiting  their  disembarkation  ;  also 
a  diligence  which  runs  to  Interlachen; 
fare  1  fir. 

N.B.  Travellers  bound  on  the  tour 
of  the  Oberland  generally  en^ge  an 
equipage  here  for  the  whole  journey, 
and  if  they  find  a  good  stout  pair  of 
horses  there  is  economy  in  doing  so  ; 
since,  where  the  carriage-road  ceases, 
the  horses  are  taken  out  and  used 
for  riding.  The  owner  will  jprovide 
saddles  and  act  as  guide,  puttmg  up 
his  carriage  until  his  return.  Thus,  if 
the  same  horses  are  continued  durins 
the  whole  journey,  and  brought  back 
to  Unterseen,  one,  or  even  two  days 
of  back  fare  are  saved. 

J   Unterseen,  a  thoroughly  Swiss 
age  of  1000  Inhab.,  composed  (ex- 
cept the  Castle  on  the  market-place. 


and  Raihhaus)  of  wooden  houses,  many 
of  them  brown  from  age,  being  two 
centuries  old.  It  suffered  from  an 
inundation  Aug.  1851,  which  swept 
away  its  bridge  and  some  of  its  houses. 

It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienz, 
whence  its  name,  and  that  of  Inter- 
lachen, both  signifying  '*  between  the 
lakes."  "  There  are  several  pensions 
here,  where  the  charge  is  3  fr.  a-day  ; 
but  they  are  not  so  good  as  those  of 
Interlachen;  in  fact,  they  are  alto- 
gether inferior  establishments,  chiefly 
resorted  to  by  Germans  and  Swiss, 
and  the  hours  are  more  primitive, 
dinner  being  served  at  1." 

N.B.  Those  who  wish  to  make  the 
most  of  their  time,  and  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Thun,  will  turn  off  at  once 
from  Unterseen  to  Lauterbrunnen, 
leaving  Interlachen  (where  there  is 
nothing  particular  to  be  seen)  until 
their  return  from  Brienz. 

♦»♦  Travellers  having  made  up 
their  minds  at  which  house  they  win 
put  up,  in  Interlachen,  should  insist 
on  bemg  driven  to  it,  and  not  be  de- 
terred by  being  told  that  "it  is  full" 
— a  common  trick  with  persons  inte- 
rested in  other  houses. 

J  Interlac?ien.  Inns :  H.  de  Belvedere 
(Stehely's),  excellent  H.  des  Alpes 
(Madame  Hoffstetters),  both  hotel  and 
pension,  the  largest  establishment  here. 
Casino,  H.  d'Interlachen,  (complaints 
of  this  house.  G.  C.)  There  are  at  least 
a  dozen  pensions  or  boarding-houses 
here,  where 'travellers  are  received  for 
one  day,  paying  as  an  hotel,  or  for  a 
stay  or  5  or  even  3  days  en  pension,  at 
lower  charges.  The  charges  for  board 
and  lodging  vary  between  5  and  6  fr. 
a-day,  exclusive  of  w\ne.  The  princi- 
pal pensions  are  Striibe's,  late  MuUer's ; 
— the  Casino  affords  as  good  accom- 
modation as  any  in  the  place.  At 
most  of  these  houses  there  is  a  daily 
table-d'hote,  and  during  the  season 
balls  are  now  and  then  given  at  one 
or  other.  H.  de  la  Jungfrau  (Seller 
p^re  ;  charge  5  fr.  a-day,  with  wine), 
recommended.  Those  who  desire  to 
be  quiet  will  find  the  Pension  kept  by 
Ober  very  comfortable,  with  English 
cleanliness. 


/    • 


70 


ROUTE  25. —  INTERLACHEX  TO  LAUTERBRUNNEN. 


Sect.  I. 


Interlachen  has  few  sights  or  lions 
for  the  tourist  or  passing  traveller, 
who  need  not  stop  here,  umess  he  re- 
quire to  rest  himself.  Its  heautiful 
position,  however,  on  a  little  plain 
between  the  lakes,  in  full  view  of  the 
Jungfrau,  whose  snowy  summit  is 
seen  through  a  gap  in  the  minor  chain 
of  Alps,  its  vicinity  to  numerous  in- 
teresting sites,  and  some  of  the  most 
pleasing  excursions  in  Switzerland, 
together  with  its  exceeding  cheapness 
as  a  place  of  residence,  have  spread 
its  reputation  through  Europe,  and 
have  literally  converted  it  into  an 
English  colony,  a  sort  of  Swiss  Harrow- 
gate,  two-thirds  of  the  summer  visitors 
being,  on  a  moderate  computation, 
of  our  nation.  The  village  itself,  a 
collection  of  whitewashed  lodging- 
houses,  with  trim  green  blinds,  has 
nothing  Swiss  in  its  character.  Still, 
however,  though  no  longer  a  place  of 
retirement,  Interlachen  must  not  be 
disparaged;  its  almost  endless  walks 
ana  rides,  its  boating  parties  on  the  two 
lakes,  its  picnics  and  balls,  would,  in 
the  society  of  friends,  afford  amuse- 
ment for  a  season.  In  front  of  the 
lodging-houses  runs  a  magnificent 
avenue  of  walnut-trees,  most  inviting 
firom  its  cool  shade.  The  wooded 
slopes  of  the  Harder,  a  hill  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Aar,  rendered 
accessible  by  easy  paths,  commanding 
a  delightful  view,  and  the  old  castle 
of  Unspunnen,  are  within  the  distance 
of  a  walk  even  for  ladies  ;  while  the 
Giesbach  falls,  Lauterbrunnen,  with 
the  Staubbach,  and  Grindelwald  with 
its  glaciers,  are  within  a  short  morn- 
ing's row  or  ride.  Thev  are  described 
in  the  following  tour  of  the  Oberland. 
There  is  a  Subscription  Readrng-room 
and  Library  here,  at  which  "The 
Times"  and  "Galignani"  are  taken  in. 

The  English  Church  Service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  in  the  Old 
church  by  an  English  clergyman,  for 
whom  a  small  stipend  is  formed  hj 
voluntary  contributions  among  his 
countrymen. 

Very  good  mountain-ponies  may  be 
hired  at  Interlachen.  As  far  as 
Lauterbrunnen  and  Grindelwald  there 
is  a  good  char-road,  and  the  saddle- 


horses  may  be  used  to  draw  the  chars. 
The  Guides  are  paid  by  tariff,  at  the 
rate  of  6  frs.  per  diem,  expecting  a 
trifle  more  at  the  end  of  2  or  3  days* 
service  if  they  have  given  satisfaction. 
In  the  event  of  misconduct  there  is  no 
remedy  but  to  appeal  to  a  magistrate, 
who  is  probably  a  relation  of  the 
culprit.— W.  B. 

From  Uhterseen,  or  Interlachen,  to  Lau- 
terbrunnen, is  about  2^  hours*  walk  =  7 
Eng.  m. — a  drive  of  1^  h.  The  road 
is  practicable  for  the  carriages  of  the 
country.  After  passing  a  tract  of 
verdant  meadow-land,  on  which  great 
wrestling-matches  (one  of  which  has 
been  described  by  Madame  de  Stael) 
are  periodically  held,  the  road  passes 
on  the  rt.  the  Castle  of  Unspunnen :  it 
is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  but  a 
square  tower,  with  a  flanking  round 
turret,  rise  picturesquely  above  the 
brushwood  surrounding  them.  It  is 
the  reputed  residency  of  Manfred,  and 
its  position  in  front  of  the  high  Alps 
renders  it  not  unlikely  that  Byron 
may  have  had  it  in  his  eve.  The  real 
owners  of  the  castle  were  the  barons 
of  Unspunnen,  a  noble  and  ancient 
race,  who  were  lords  of  the  whole 
Oberland,  from  the  Grimsel  to  the 
Gemmi.  Burkard,  the  last  male  de- 
scendant of  this  family,  had  a  beau- 
tiful and  only  daughter,  Ida,  who  was 
beloved  by  a  young  knight  attached 
to  the  Court  of  Berchtold  of  Zah- 
ringen,  between  whom  and  Burkard 
a  deadly  feud  had  long  subsisted. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  youth- 
ful Rudolph  of  "Wadenschwyl,  despair- 
ing of  obtaining  the  father's  consent 
to  their  union,  scaled  the  castle-walls 
by  night,  carried  Ida  off,  and  made 
hwer  his  bride.  Many  years  of  bloody 
strife  between  the  two  parties  followed 
this  event.  At  length  Rudolph,  tak- 
ing his  infant  son  by  Ida  along  with 
him,  presented  himself,  unarmed  and 
without  attendants,  to  Burkard,  in  the 
midst  of  his  stronghold.  Such  an 
appeal  to  the  old  man's  affections  and 
generosity  was  irresistible  ;  he  melted 
into  tears,  forgot  his  wrongs,  and,  re- 
ceiving his  children  into  his  bosom, 
made  Rudolph's  son  the  heir  of  his 
vast  possessions.    At  the  time  of  the 
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reconciliation,  the  old  baron  had  said, 
**  Let  this  day  be  for  ever  celebrated 
among  us  ;"  and  rural  games  were  in 
consequence,  for  many  years,  held  on 
the  spot.  These  were  revived  in  1805 
and  1808,  and  consisted  of  gymnastic 
exercises,  wrestling,  pitching  the 
stone,  &c.,  in  which  the  natives  of 
the  different  cantons  contended  with 
one  another,  while  spectators  from 
far  and  near  collected  on  a  natural 
amphitheatre.  A  huge  fragment  of 
rocK,  weighing  184  lbs.,  which  was 
hurled  10  ft,  by  an  athlete  from  Ap- 
penzell,  may  still  be  seen  half  buried 
m  the  ground. 

Above  Unspunnen  rises  the  hill  of 
Abendberg^  upon  which  a  small  ffos- 
pital  for  the  cure  of  Cretins  (§  19)  has 
been  established  by  Dr.  Guggenbiihl, 
the  management  being  undertaken  by 
Sisters  of  Charity  from  Soleure. 

Leaving  behind  the  villages  of 
"Wyldersoiwyl  and  Miihlinen,  whose 
inhabitants  are  sadly  afflicted  with 
goitre  (§  19),  the  road  plunges  into 
the  narrow  and  savage  gorge  of  the 
torrent  Liitschine,  and  "we  enter 
upon  a  range  of  scenes  beyond  all 
description  or  previous  conception." 
Not  far  up,  the  road  passes  a  spot  of 
evil  repute  as  the  scene  of  a  fratri- 
cide— "just  the  place  for  such  a  deed." 
It  was  -marked  by  an  inscription  in 
the  face  of  a  projecting  rock,  called, 
from  the  murder,  the  Evil  Stone 
(Bose  Stein),  or  Brother's  Stone. 
The  recent  encroachments  of  the 
river  upon  the  road  have  rendered  it 
necessary  to  blast  a  portion  of  the 
rock  in  order  to  widen  the  carriage- 
way, in  doing  which  the  inscription 
has  been  displaced.  The  murderer, 
according  to  the  story,  was  lord  of 
the  Castle  of  Kothenflue,  which  stood 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 
Stung  with  remorse,  he  fled  away 
from  the  sight  of  man,  wandered  an 
outcast  among  the  wilds  like  Cain, 
and  perished  miserably. 

1  At  the  hamlet  of  Zweiliitsohinen, 
about  two  mUes  from  the  entrance 
of  the  valley,  it  divides  into  two 
branches:  that  on  the  1.,  from  which 
flows  the  Black  Liitschine,  is  the  val- 
ley of  Grindelwald,  terminated  by  the 


gigantic  mass  and  everlasting  sndws  of 
the  Wetterhom  (see  p.  78);  that  of  the 
rt,  traversed  by  the  White  Liitschine, 
is  the  valley  of  the  Lauterbrunnen,  and 
it  ought  to  be  visited  first. 

The  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen  is 
remarkable  for  its  depth,  its  con- 
tracted width,  and  for  the  precipices 
of  limestone,  nearly  vertical,  which 
enclose  it  like  walls.  Its  name,  lite- 
rally translated,  means  "nothing  but 
fountains;"  and  is  derived,  no  doubt, 
from  the  number  of  streamlets  which 
cast  themselves  headlong  from  the 
brows  of  the  cliffs  into  the  valley 
below,  looking  at  a  distance  like  so 
many  pendulous  white* threads. 

The  road  to  Grindelwald  crosses 
the  LUtschine:  that  to  Lauterbrunne 
passes  under  the  base  of  a  colossal  pre- 
cipice, called  Hunnenflue,  whose  face 
displays  singular  contortions  in  the 
limestone  strata.  If  the  clouds  permit, 
the  summit  of  the  Jungfrau  now 
bursts  into  sight;  and  soon  after,  sur- 
mounting a  steep  slope,  we  reach 

1-^  Lauterbrunnen.  Inn:  Capricorn 
(Stembock),  good;  20  horses  are  kept 
here. 

This  village  contains  about  1350 
Inhab.,  dwelling  in  rustic  houses, 
scattered  widely  apart,  along  both 
banks  of  the  torrent  It  lies  2450  ft. 
above  the  sea,  so  sunk  between  pre- 
cipices that,  in  summer,  the  sun  does 
not  appear  till  7  o'clock,  and  in  win- 
ter not  before  12.  Only  the  hardier 
species  of  grain  grow  here,  and  the 
climate  is  almost  too  rough  for  pears 
and  apples.  About  30  shoots  of  water 
dangle  from  the  edge  of  the  ramparts 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  valley; 
and,  when  their  tops  are  enveloped  in 
clouds,  appear  to  burst  at  once  from 
the  sky:  many  of  them  are  dried  up 
in  summer.  These  minor  falls,  how- 
ever, are  all  eclipsed  by  that  of  the 
Staubhach^  distant  about  ^  a  mile  from 
the  inn.  It  is  one  of  the  loftiest  falls 
in  Europe,  measuring  between  800  and 
900  feet  m  height;  and  from  this  cause, 
and  from  the  comparatively  small  body 
of  water  forming  it,  it  is  shivered  by 
the  wind  into  spray  like  dust  long 
before  it  reaches  the  bottom  (whence 
its  name—literally,  ZJusf-stream). 
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Str&ngers,  who  expect  in  the  Staub- 
bach  the  rushing  and  roaring  rapidity 
of  a  cataract^  will  here  be  disap- 
pointed; but,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
this  want  is  atoned  for  by  other  beau- 
ties peculiar  to  this  fall.  The  friction 
of  the  rock,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
air,  retard  the  descent  of  the  water, 
giving  it,  when  seen  in  front,  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  lace  veil 
suspended  from  the  precipice,  and 
imitating,  in  its  centre,  the  folds  of 
the  drapery.  When  very  full,  it 
shoots  out  n'om  the  rock,  and  is  bent 
by  the  wind  into  flickering  undula- 
tions. Byron  has  described  it  admi- 
rably, both  in  p^ose  and  verse: — 

"The  torrent  is  in  shape,  curving 
over  the  rock,  like  the  tail  of  a  white 
horse  streaming  in  the  wind — such  as 
it  might  be  conceived  would  be  that  of 
the  *pale  horse'  on  which  Death  is 
mounted  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
neither  mist  nor  water,  but  a  some- 
thing between  both  :  its  immense 
height  gives  it  a  wave  or  curve — a 
spreading  here  or  condension  there 
—  wonderful  and  indescribable."  — 
Journal, 

"  It  is  not  noon— the  sunbow'g  nyg  gtill  aich 
The  torrent  with  the  many  hues  of  heaven, 
And  roll  the  sheeted  silver's  waving  column 
O'er  the  crags  headlonr  perpendicular. 
And  fling  its  lines  of  foaming  light  along, 
And  til  and  fro,  like  the  pale  0007861*8  tail« 
The  giant  steed  to  be  bestrode  by  Death, 
As  told  in  the  Apocalypse."  Manned. 

The  Staubbach  is  seen  to  perfection 
before  noon,  when  the  iris  formed  by 
the  sun  falling  fuU  upon  it,  "  like  a 
rainbow  come  down  to  pay  a  visit — 
moving  as  you  move,"  and  the  shadow 
of  the  water  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
give  an  additional  interest.  At  other 
times  it  is  as  well  seen  from  the  inn 
as  from  the  nearest  point  which  can  be 
reached  without  becoming  drenched 
with  spray.  Wordsworth  has  called 
it  "a  heavenbom  waterfall;"  and  when 
the  clouds  are  low  and  rest  on  the 
sides  of  the  valley,  it  literally  appears 
to  leap  from  the  sky.  In  wmter, 
when  the  torrent  is  nearly  arrested 
by  the  frost,  a  vast  pyramid  of  ice 
is  formed  by  the  dripping  of  the  water 
from  above,  increasing  graduaUy 
upwards  in  the  manner  of  a  stalag- 


mite, until  the  colossal  icicle  reaches 
nearly  half  way  up  the  precipice. 
There  is  a  smaller  upper-fall  above 
the  one  seen  from  Lauterbrunnen. 
A  footpath  leads  up  to  it  in  f  of  an 
hour,  but  few  think  it  worth  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent. 

The  Staubbach  has  of  late  been  in- 
fested by  an  impudent  gang  of  beg- 
gino^  girls.  Complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  police  of  them. 

Upper  Valley  of  Lauterbnmn. 

"  Of  the  multitudes  who  visit  Lau- 
terbnmn, a  very  small  proportion 
trouble  themselves  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley.  The  fall  of 
the  Schmadribach  is  quite  a  sufficient 
object  for  a  day's  excursion;  being,  in 
truth,  inferior  to  few  in  SwitzerUnd. 
It  is  a  large  body  of  water,  which, 
issuing  from  the  glacier,  throws  itself 
immediately  over  a  precipice  of  great 
height,  and  again  makes  two  more 
leaps,  of  inferior  height,  but  great 
beauty,  before  reaching  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  Horses  can  go  for  about 
two  hours  from  Lauterbrunn  to  the 
hamlet  of  Trachsel  Lauinen,  opposite 
which  will  be  seen  the  remains  of  an 
avalanche,  called  by  the  same  name, 
which  falls  annually  from  the  Jung- 
frau,  and  spreads  its  niins  over  a 
surface  of  many  hundred  acres.  An 
hour  farther,  in  which  there  is  a  steep 
ascent  to  be  surmounted,  stands  a 
single  chalet,  near  the  foot  of  the 
lower  fall;  from  which  there  is  i  an 
hour's  sharp  ascent  to  the  foot  of  the 
upper  falL  Deciduous  trees  cease 
below  Trachsel  Lauinen;  thence  to 
the  fall,  the  way  lies  generally  through 
pine  forests,  and  the  pasturage  is 
abundant  to  a  much  greater  height. 
High  above  tower  the  summits  of  the' 
chain,  which,  branching  from  the 
Jungfrau,  is  continued  in  an  unbroken 
line  of  ice  to  the  Gemmi." 

"On  returning,  the  curious  little 
cascade  of  the  Trilmmelbach,  issuing 
from  a  deep  ravine  under  the  Jung- 
frau, may  be  visited.  The  W.  ram- 
part of  the  valley  is  fringed  with 
cascades  resembling  the  Staubbach, 
of  which  the  Miirrenbach  is  most 
conspicuous." 
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The  pass  of  the  Diindengrat  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  26.  The  pass  of  the 
Tschingel  glacier  in  Rte.  27.  Lau- 
terbninnen  is  the  starting  ^oint  for 
both  these  interesting  excursions. 

JoHANN  Lauener,  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
is  a  very  good  gaide.  His  brother 
Ulrich  is  also  good. 

Lauterbrunnen  to  Grindelwald^  —  a.  By 
the  char  road,  b.  By  the  Wengem  Alp, 

A  horse  for  the  excursion  from 
Interlachen  is  charged  18  f. 

a.  By  the  high-road  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  to  Grindelwald  is  about 
2^  hrs. — the  distance  about  12  m.; 
but  this  route  should  be  taken  only 
by  those  who  can  neither  ride  nor 
walk,  or  who  prefer  the  ease  of  a 
char-^-banc  to  avalanches,  Alps,  and 
fatigue — or  in  case  of  bad  or  cloudy 
weather.  It  is  necessary  to  return 
down  the  valley  as  far  as  the  Zwei- 
Lutschinen,  then,  crossing  the  White, 
to  ascend,  by  the  side  of  the  Black 
Lutschine — a  toilsome  steep,  through 
a  gloomy  valley,  closed  up  by  the 
precipices  of  the  Wetterhorn  and  the 
peaks  of  the  Eigher.  Nearer  to  Grin- 
delwald the  two  glaciers  appear  in 
sight  (p.  76). 

The  traveller  in  the  Oberland  is 
sadly  subjected  to  the  persecution  of 
beggars — some  under  the  pretext  of 
offering  him  strawberries,  or  flowers, 
or  crystals, — others  with  no  other 
excuse  but  their  poverty,  not  unfre- 
quently  united  to  goitre  and  cretinism, 
as  an  additional  recommendation  to 
the  compassion  of  strangers.  Every 
cottage  sends  forth  its  ragged  crowds 
of  dishevelled  and  unshod  children; 
behind  every  rock  is  an  ambuscade 
of  native  minstrels,  who,  drawn  up 
In  line,  assail  the  passers-by  with  the 
discordant  strains  of  their  shrill  voices. 
"They  beset  the  devious  footway 
leading  up  the  bill-side  in  a  long  scat- 
tered line,  to  a  considerable  height, 
just  like  a  train  of  gunpowder,  which 
only  awaited  my  approach  to  ex- 
plode."— Latrche. 

b.  In  fine  weather  there  is  not  a 
more  interesting  or  exciting  journey 
among  the  Alps  than  that  over  the 
Wengem  Alpy  or  Lesser  Scheideck.    In- 
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dependently  of  the  view  of  the  Jung- 
frau,  and  other  giants  of  the  Bernese 
chain  (unrivalled,  owing  to  its  proxi- 
mity to  these  sublime  objects),  it  is 
from  the  Wengem  Alp  that  the  ava- 
lanches are  seen  and  heard  in  greatest 
perfection,  and  no  one  should  ^andon 
the  expedition  without  an  effort.  The 
path  is  practicable  for  mules,  and  is 
about  14  m.  long  (4  hrs.  good  walk- 
ing) ;  but  on  horseback,  from  its 
steepness,  its  great  elevation,  and  the 
time  spent  in  enjoying  the  view  from 
the  top,  it  occupies  about  6  hrs;,  in- 
cluding a  halt  at  the  summit.  It  is  con- 
stantly traversed  by  ladies  on  horse- 
back, or  even  in  a  chaise  a  porteur 
(§  9).  KB.— The  descent  to  tauter- 
brunn  from  the  Wengem  is  very  ar- 
duous and  steep. 

A  bridle-path  turns  off  at  the  chapel 
nearly  opposite-  the  Staubbach,  and 
after  crossing  the  river  ascends  steep 
zigzags,  which  lead  out  of  the  valley  of 
Lauterbrunnen,  in  order  to  surmount 
the  ridge  separating  it  from  that  of 
Grindelwald.  After  nearly  an  hour  of 
toilsome  ascent,  passing  the  houses  of 
a  scattered  hamlet,  it  reaches  a  more 
gradual  slope  of  meadow  land.  The 
valley  of  Lauterbrunn,  beneath  whose 
precipices  the  traveller  has  previously 
crept  with  some  little  awe,  presents 
from  this  height  the  aspect  of  a  mere 
trench;  the  Staubbach  is  reduced  to 
a  thin  thread,  and  its  upper  fall,  and 
previous  winding,  before  it  makes  its 
final  leap,  are  exposed  to  view  and 
looked  down  upon. 

The  path  winds  round  the  shoulder 
of  the  hill,  and  then  crosses  the  mea- 
dows advancing  towards  the  Jungfrau, 
which  now  rises  in  front  of  the  spec- 
tator, with  its  vast  expanse  of  snow 
and  glacier,  in  all  its  magnificence. 
Not  only  its  summit,  but  all  the  mass 
of  the  mountain  above  the  level  of  the 
spectator,  is  white  with  perpetual 
snow  of  virgin  purity,  whicn  breaks 
off  abruptly  at  the  edge  of  a  black 
precipice,  forming  one  side  of  a  ravine 
separating  the  Jungfrau  from  the 
Wengem  Alp.  It  appears  to  be  within 
gun-shot  of  the  spectator — so  colossal 
are  its  proportions,  that  the  effect  of 
distance  is  lost. 
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About  half  an  hour's  walk  below 
the  summit,  which  is  called  Manlich, 
a  rustic  but  very  tolerable  Inn^  H.  de 
la  Jvngfrau,  containing  14  beds  to 
accommodate  strangers  who  choose 
to  await  the  sunrise  at  this  elevation, 
has  been  built  on  the  brow  of  the 
ravine,  5350  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
directly  facing  the  Jungfrau.  From 
this  point  the  mountain  is  best  seen, 
as  well  as  the  avalanches  descending 
from  it.  The  precipice  before  alluded 
to,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  channelled  with  furrows  or 
grooves,  down  which  the  avalanches 
descend.  They  are  most  numerous 
a  little  after  noon,  when  the  sun  and 
wind  exercise  the  greatest  influence 
on  the  glacier  in  loosening  masses  of 
it,  and  causing  them  to  break  off. 

The  attention  is  first  arrested  by  a 
distant  roar,  not  unlike  thunder,  and 
in  half  a  minute,  a  gush  of  white 
powder,  resembling  a  small  cataract, 
IS  perceived  issuing  out  of  one  of  the 
upper  grooves  or  gullies;  it  then  sinks 
into  a  low  fissure,  and  is  lost  only 
to  reappear  at  a  lower  stage  some 
hundred  feet  below;  soon  after  an- 
other roar,  and  a  fresh  gush  from  a 
lower  gully,  till  the  mass  of  ice,  reach- 
ing the  lowest  step,  is  precipitated 
into  the  gulf  below.  By  watching  at- 
tentively the  sloping  white  side  of  the 
Jungfrau,  the  separation  of  the  frag- 
ment of  ice  from  the  mass  of  the 
glacier  which  produces  this  thunder, 
may  be  seen  at  the  moment  when  dis- 
engaged and  before  the  sound  reaches 
the  ear.  Sometimes  it  merely  slides 
down  over  the  surface,  at  others  it 
turns  over  in  a  cake;  but  in  an  instant 
after  it  disappears,  is  shattered  to 
atoms,  and,  in  passing  through  the 
different  sullies,  is  ground  to  powder 
so  fine,  tnat,  as  it  issues  from  the 
lowest,  it  looks  like  a  handful  of  meal; 
and  particles  reduced  by  friction  to 
the  consistence  of  dust,  rise  in  a  cloud 
of  vapour.  Independent  of  the  sound, 
which  is  an  awful  interruption  of  the 
silence  usually  prevailing  on  the  high 
Alps,  there  is  nothing  grand  or  strik- 
ing in  these  falling  masses :  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  difficult,  at  first,  to  believe 
that    these    echoing    thunders    arise 


from  so  slight  a  cause  in  appearance. 
The  spectator  must  bear  in  mind  that 
at  each  discharge  whole  tons  of  ice  are 
hurled  down  the  mountain,  and  that 
the  apparently  insignificant  white  dust 
is  made  up  or  blocks  capable  of  sweep- 
ing away  whole  forests,  did  any  occur 
in  its  course,  and  of  overwhelming 
houses  and  villages.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  summer  three  or 
four  such  discharges  may  be  seen  in 
an  hour;  in  cold  weather  they  are  less 
numerous ;  in  the  autumn  scarcely 
any  occur.  The  avalanches  finally 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Triimele- 
ten,  the  deep  and  uninhabited  ravine 
dividin?  the  Jungfrau  from  the  Wen- 
gem  ^p;  and,  on  melting,  send  forth 
a  stream  which  falls  into  the  Lut- 
schine,  a  little  above  Lauterbrunnen. 
A  part  of  Lord  Byron's  *  Manfred ' 
was  either  written  or  mentally  com- 
posed on  the  Wengem  Alp,  in  full 
view  of  the  Juneau,  and  (he  says  in 
his  Journal)  within  hearing  of  its 
avalanches. 

"Ascended  the  Wengem  mountain; 
left  the  horses,  took  off  my  coat,  and 
went  to  the  summit.  On  one  side 
our  view  comprised  the  Jungfrau, 
with  all  her  glaciers;  then  the  Dent 
d' Argent,  shining  like  truth;  then  the 
Little  Giant,  and  the  Great  Giant;  and 
last,  not  least,  the  Wetterhom.  The 
height  of  the  Jungfrau  is  11,000  feet 
above  the  valley.  Heard  the  avalanches 
falling  every  five  minutes  nearly. 

"  The  clouds  rose  from  the  opposite 
valley,  curling  up  perpendicular  pre- 
cipices, like  the  roam  of  the  ocean  of 
hell  during  a  spring  tide — it  was 
white  and  sulphury,  and  immeasur- 
ably deep  in  appearance.  The  side 
we  ascended  was  not  of  so  precipitous 
a  nature;  but,  on  arriving  at  the  sum- 
mit, we  looked  down  upon  the  other 
side  upon  a  boiling  sea  of  cloud,  dash- 
ing against  the  crags  on  which  we 
stood — these  crags  on  one  side  quite 
perpendicular.  In  passing  the  masses 
of  snow,  I  made  a  snowball,  and  pelted 
Hobhouse  with  it." — /Stews  Journal. 
**  Ye  toppling  crags  of  ice — 
Ye  avalanches,  whom  a  breath  draws  down 
In  mountainous  o'erwhelming,  come  and  crush 

me! 
/  hear  ye  momently  abvvey  beneath. 
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Crash  tmth  a  frequent  conflict;  bat  ye  pass. 
And  only  fall  on  things  that  still  would  live ; 
On  the  young  flourishing  forest,  or  the  hut 
And  hamlet  of  the  harmless  villager. 
1'he  mists  boil  up  around  the  glaciers ;  clouds 
Bise  curling  far  beneath  me,  white  and  sul- 
phury. 
Like  foam  from  the  nnued  ocean  of  deep  hell  I" 
Manfred. 

About  2  miles  beyond  the  inn  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  attained,  6280 
ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  Near  it  there 
is  a  chalet,  built  also  to  serve  as  an 
inn,  but  now  closed  (1851).  The  view 
from  the  top  is  very  fine,  including, 
besides  the  Jungfrau,  the  Monch,  the 
two  Eighers,  and  the  Wetterhom, 
The  Jungfrau^  or  Virgin,  received  its 
name  either  from  the  unsullied  purity 
of  the  snow,  or  because  (till  lately) 
its  crest  had  never  been  reached  or 
trodden  by  human  foot.  She  has  now 
lost  her  claim  to  the  title  on  the  latter 
score,  the  highest  peak  having  been 
attained  in  1828,  by  6  peasants,  from 
Grindelwald;  and,  in  August,  1841,  by 
M.  Agassiz,  of  Neuchatel,  accompanied 
by  Professor  Forbes,  of  Edinburgh, 
and  a  Swiss  and  French  gentleman. 
The  course  they  pursued  was  by  the 
Ober-Aar-Glacier  to  that  of  Viesch, 
and  then  by  followinff  up  the  Aletsch 
glacier  from  the  lake  Moril.  The 
Jungfrau  is  the  eighth  in  height  of 
all  European  mountains,  rising  to  an 
elevation  of  13,718  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  The  Silber-hbmer  are,  pro- 
perly speaking,  inferior  peaks  of  the 
Jungfrau.  Farther  on  appear  the 
Monch,  or  Klein  Eigher,  13,498  ft., 
and  the  Great  Eigher  (Giant),  13,070 
ft.  On  approaching  Grindenwald,  the 
Schreckhom  (Peak  of  Terror),  13,386 
ft.,  comes  into  sight.  The  sharp, 
needle-formed  point  of  the  Finster- 
Aarhom,  the  highest  of  the  group, 
14,106  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  is  only 
visible  ^t  intervals  peering  above  his 
brethren.  The  glaciers,  which  cling 
around  these  peaks,  and  fill  up  the 
depressions  between  them,  extend 
without  interruption  from  the  Jung- 
frau to  the  Grimsel,  and  from  Grin- 
delwald in  canton  Berne,  nearly  to 
Brieg  in  the  Vallais.  The  extent  of 
this  glacier  has  been  calculated  at  115 
square  miles,  or  about  one-sixth  of  aU 
the  glaciers  among  the  Alps. 


The  descent  from  the  upper  chalet 
to  Grindelwald  takes  up  about  3  hrs. 
The  path  is  steep  and  difficult,  strewn 
with  fallen  rocks,  and  for  20  min.  lies 
over  marshy  ground.  It  passes  within 
sight  of  a  &rest  ♦  mown  down  by  the 
fall  of  avalanches.  The  trunks,  broken 
short  off  close  to  the  ground,  still 
stand  like  stubble  left  by  the  scythe. 
B^ron  describes  "  whole  woo(^  of 
withered  pines — all  withered;  trunks 
stripped  and  barkless;  branches  life- 
less; done  by  a  single  winter — their 
appearance  reminded  me  of  me  and 
my  family."  Fr(«n  the  chalets  of 
Bustigeln,  half  way  down,  a  visit  may 
be  made  (with  a  guide  in  2^  hrs.,  de- 
scending thence  to  Grindelwald  in  1) 
to  the  cavern  called  Nellenbalm,  which 
commands  the  best  view  of  the  Lower 
Grindelwald  glacier  and  its  surround- 
ing peaks. 

In  descending  into  the  valley,  the 
Wetterhorn  is  seen  in  front,  and  on 
the  1.  the  Faulhom,  surmounted  by 
an  inn,  like  that  on  the  Kighi,  which 
furnishes  night-quarters  to  those  who 
ascend  for  the  sake  of  the  sunrise,  and 
the  celebrated  panoramic  view  (p.  77). 
On  the  rt.,  low  down,  appears  the 
white  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald, 
issuing  out  of  a  gorge,  on  a  level  with 
the  habitations  of  the  valley.  Tra- 
vellers, instead  of  proceeding'  at  once 
to  Grindelwald,  usually  skirt  along 
the  base  of  the  mountain,  in  order  to 
visit  this  glacier  on  their  way. 

Grindelwald, — Inns :  Adler — Eagle, 
at  the  E.  end;  Bar— Bear,  at  the  W. 
of  the  village;  both  good.  They  are 
more  than  a  mile  distant  from  the 
lower  glacier:  in  summer  they  are 
often  very  full,  so  that  it  is  advisable 
to  send  on  beforehand  to  secure  beds; 
room  1^  fr.;  supper,  table-d'hote  at 
7,  3  frs. ;  breakfast  with  capital 
honey,  1^  fr. 

The  village  of  Grindelwald,  con- 
sisting of  picturesque  wooden  cottages, 
widely  scattered  over  the  vaUey,  stands 
at  a  height  of  3250  ft.  above  the  sea, 
from  which  cause,  and  from  its  vici- 
nity to  the  glaciers,  the  climate  of  the 
valley  is  cold,  and  unstable  even  in 

•  Of  which  Mr.  Barnard  has  given  an  ad- 
mirable representation  in  his  Swiss  Views. 
£    2 
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summer.  Its  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
employed  in  rearing  cattle,  of  which 
6000  head  are  fed  on  the  neighbouring 
pastures.  Some  of  the  peasants  act 
as  guides.  The  Grindelwald  guides, 
Christian  Bleuver,  Peter  Baumann, 
Hildbrand  Burgner,  are  highly  recom- 
mended for  difficult  mountain  excur- 
sions. The  younger  females  pick  up 
a  few  batz  by  singing  Kanz  de  Vaches 
at  the  inns,  and  most  of  the  children 
are  beggars — occupations  arising  from 
the  influx  of  strangers  into  the  valley, 
which  has  exercised  an  injurious  in- 
fluence upon  its  morals  and  ancient 
simplicity  of  manners. 

Grindelwald  owes  its  celebrity,  as  a 
place  of  resort  for  travellers,  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  mountains  which  sur- 
round it,  and  to  its  two  Glaciers  (§  17), 
which,  as  they  descend  into  the  very 
bottom  of  the  valley  below  the  level 
of  the  village,  and  almost  within  a 
stone's-throw  of  human  habitations, 
are  more  easily  accessible  here  than 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Three 
gigantic  mountains  form  the  S.  side 
of  the  valley — the  Eigher,  or  Giant; 
the  Mettenberg  (Middle  Mountain), 
which  is,  in  fact,  the  base  or  pedestal 
of  the  magnificent  peak  called  Schreck- 
horn;  and  the  Wetterhorn  (Peak  of 
Tempests),  at  the  upper  end.  Be- 
tween these  three  mountains  the  two 
glaciers  of  Grindelwald  issue  out. 
They  are  branches  of  that  vast  field 
or  ocean  of  ice  mentioned  above  as 
occupying  the  table-land  and  high 
valleys  amidst  the  Bernese  Alps,  and 
being  pushed  downwards  by  the  con- 
stantly-increasing masses  above,  de- 
scend far  below  the  line  of  perpetual 
snow  (§  17). 

Their  chief  beauty  arises  from  their 
being  bordered  by  forests  of  fir,  which 
form,  as  it  were,  a  graceful  fringe  to 
the  white  ice,  while  the  green  pas- 
tures, with  which  they  are  almost  in 
contact  near  the  base,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  their  frozen  peaks.  Though 
inferior  in  extent  to  those  of  Cha» 
mouni,  of  the  Aar  and  of  Aletsch, 
the  traveller  who  has  even  seen  them 
will  do  well  to  explore  the  Glaciers  of 
Grindelwald.  The  Lower  Glacier,  also 
called  the  smaller,  although  four  times 


as  large  as  the  upper  one,  forces  its 
way  out  between  the  Eigher  and 
Mettenberg,  and  its  solid  icebergs  de- 
scend to  a  point  only  3200  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  A  path  ascends 
along  Its  left  margin,  beneath  the 
precipices  of  the  Mettenberg,  com- 
manding a  most  interesting  view  of 
the  bristling  minarets  of  ice,  rising 
in  the  most  various  and  fantastic 
shapes. 

"  A  visit  to  the  Lower  Glacier  is 
one  of  the  pleasantest  excursions  on 
the  Alps;  with  a  local  guide  dbcupy- 
ing  5  or  6  hrs.  in  the  whole,  including 
1  or  2  on  the  ice,  and  not  fatiguing.  It 
is  not  good  for  timid  persons,  as  the 
path  skirts  some  formidable  precipices ; 
but  it  is  taken  by  ladies,  who  may  ride 
on  horseback  for  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  be  conveyed  the 
rest  of  the  way  in  a  chaise  a  porteur.  It 
offers  to  those  who  cannot  mount  the 
heights  one  of  the  grandest  and  wildest 
glacier  views  imaginable,  the  cultivated 
vallejjr  being  completely  hidden,  and 
nothmg  visible  but  the  enormous  peaks 
of  the  Eigher,  Schreckhorn,  Viescher- 
horner,  &c.,  which  form  a  superb  am- 
phitheatre, finer,  perhaps,  than  the 
view  from  the  Montanvert." — A.  T.  M. 

The  glacier,  which  is  narrow  at  the 
bottom,  gradually  widens,  and  spreads 
out  into  what  is  called  the  Sea  of  Ice 
(Eismeer),  where  its  surface,  though 
traversed  by  crevices,  is  less  shattered 
than  below.  The  best  view  of  it  is 
from  the  grotto  called  Nellenbalm. 
Strangers  should  not  venture  upon 
the  ice  without  a  guide.  In  1821, 
M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay, 
was  lost  in  one  of  the  crevices.  Sus- 
picions were  entertained  that  the 
guide  who  accompanied  him  had  mur- 
dered him,  and  search  was  imme- 
diately commenced  for  the  body. 
After  12  days  of  fruitless  attempts, 
it  was  at  length  drawn  out  of  an 
abyss  in  the  ice,  said  to  have  been 
700  ft.  deep  (?),  by  a  guide  named 
Burguenen,  who  was  let  down  from 
above  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  by  a 
rope  with  a  lantern  tied  to  his  neck. 
He  was  twice  drawn  up  without 
having  been  able  to  find  it,  nearly 
exhausted  for  want  of  air;  the  third 
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time  he  returned  with  it  in  his  arms. 
It  was  much  bruised,  and  several  limbs 
were  broken,  so  as  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  life,  or  at  least  sensation, 
had  departed  before  he  reached  the 
bottom;  but  the  watch  and  the  purse 
of  the  unfortunate  man  were  found 
upon  him,  so  that  the  suspicions  re- 
garding the  guide  were  proved  to  be 
grounmess.  He  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Grindelwald. 

On  the  way  up  to  the  Eismeer,  a 
singul|r  depression  in  the  rock«, 
called  Martinsdmckf  is  pointed  out  to 
the  traveller,  and  opposite  to  it,  in 
the  crest  of  the  Eigher,  a  small  hole, 
called  Martinslochf  through  which  the 
sun's  rays  shine  twice  a-year.  Once 
on  a  time,  according  to  the  tradition, 
the  basin  now  occupied  by  the  Eis- 
meer was  filled  with  a  lake,  but  the 
space  between  the  Mettenberg  and 
the  Eigher  being  much  narrower  than 
at  present,  the  outlet  from  it  was  con- 
stantly blocked  up,  and  inundations 
produced,  which  ruined  the  fields  of 
the  peasants  in  the  vaUey  below.  At 
length  St.  Martin,  a  holy  giant,  came 
to  their  rescue;  he  seated  himself  on 
the  Mettenberg,  resting  his  staff  on 
the  Eigher,  and  then,  with  one  lusty 
heave  of  his  brawny  back,  not  only 
burst  open  the  present  wide  passage 
between  the  two  mountains,  but  left 
the  marks  of  his  seat  on  the  one,  and 
drove  his  walking-stick  right  through 
the  other. 

The  Upper  Glacier  may  be  visited 
in  going  over  the  Scheideck.  Blocks 
of  clear  ice  cut  from  this  glacier  are 
exported  to  Berne  to  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  Wenham  Lake  ice. 

Ascent  of  the  Faulhom, 

The  Faulhom  is  a  mountain  8140 
ft.  above  the  sea-level,  situated  be- 
tween the  valley  of  Grindelwald  and 
the  lake  of  Brienz,  and  commanding, 
from  its  summit,  an  excellent  near 
view  over  the  neighbouring  chain  of 
Bernese  Alps.  On  this  account  it  is 
ascended  in  the  summer  time,  like 
the  Righi,  by  travellers. 

"  It  is  accessible  by  horses.  Ladies 
who  do  not  ride  may  be  carried  in 
•  chaises  k  porteurs,'  with  capital  bear- 


ers, 4  to  each  chair,  at  6  fr.  each  ;  or  if 
the  party  sleep  on  the  Faulhorn,  9  fr. 
The  inn  on  the  summit,  which  is  only 
tenanted  for  4  months  of  the  year,  and 
is  abandoned  in  October,  affords  tole- 
rable apartments  and  bed-rooms,  in 
all  24  beds,  of  course  none  of  the 
softest;  stiU the  desagremens  are  hardly 
compensated  to  ladies  by  the  uncertain 
beauty  of  the  early  view  of  the  gla- 
ciers; for  gentlemen  the  quarters  are 
good  enough.  The  ascent  from  Grin- 
delwald is  totally  free  from  danger, 
and  not  very  difficult.  It  may  be 
made  in  less  than  5  hrs.,  and  the  de- 
scent in  3^.  The  larder  of  mine 
host  is  pretty  well  furnished,  but  the 
charges  are  not  high;  25 cents,  for  the 
stove  in  the  principal  room:  those 
who  require  tea  should  take  it  with 
them.  The  path  leads  over  the  Bach 
Alp,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake,  1000 
ft.  below  the  summit.  The  view  of 
the  Bernese  Alps  from  the  top  forms 
the  chief  feature  of  the  panorama, 
which  in  this  respect,  and  from  the 
proximity  of  the  Faulhom  to  those 
snowy  giants,  far  surpasses  the  pros- 
pect from  the  Righi.  On  the  other 
hand,  though  the  lakes  of  Thun  and 
Brienz  are  both  visible,  only,  a  small 
strip  of  each  appears,  which  is  but  a 
poor  equivalent  for  the  wide  expanse 
of  blue  water  which  bathes  the  foot 
of  the  Righi.  "  Our  party  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  witness  a  storm  on 
the  Faulhorn :  the  effect  was  mag- 
nificent; we  were  at  intervals  enve- 
loped in  clouds,  which  hid  everything 
from  us;  but  from  time  to  time  the 
sky  became  clear,  giving  us  the  full 
view  of  the  neighbouring  Alps.  To 
heighten  the  grandeur  of  the  scene, 
we  had  four  times  the  effect  of  the 
*  mirage,'  seeing  distinctly  the  spectres 
of  our  whole  party,  10  persons,  in  the 
clouds,  once  surrounded  by  a  double 
circular  rainbow."    1841. — De  S. 

There  is  a  footpath  from  the  top  of 
the  Faulhom,  passing  the  waterfall  of 
the  Giesbach  above  the  lake  of  Brienz : 
the  distance  is  about  14  miles,  but  it 
is  difficult  and  even  dangerous,  slightly 
marked,  and  not  to  be  attempted 
without  a  guide."— J.  G.  C.  Travellers 
about  to  cross  the   Scheideck   need 
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not  return  to  Grindelwald,  but,  turn- 
ing to  the  1.  at  the  Bach  Alp,  may 
foQow  a  path,  in  places  indistinct  and 
boggy,  which  will  bring  them  down 
upon  the  summit  of  the  Scheideck, 
close  to  the  Inn,  in  4  or  5  hours'  walk, 
on  the  way  to  Bosenlaui. 

Grindelwald  to  MeyringeUf  hy  the 
Great  Scheideck, 

7^  hrs.  =  about  20  Eng.  m.  On 
horseback,  for  ladies,  it  is  a  ride  of  at 
least  10  hours,  including  halts. 

Beyond  Grindelwald  the  char  road 
ceases,  and  those  who  cannot  travel  on 
horseback  or  on  foot  can  reach  Mey- 
ringen  only  by  going  up  the  lake  of 
Brienz,  returning  first  to  Interlachen. 

An  hour's  waUt  up  the  valley  from 
Grindelwald,  and  a  slight  detour,  to 
the  rt.  of  the  direct  path  to  Meyrin- 

fen,  leads  to  the  Upper  Glacier.  It 
oes  not  materially  differ  from  the 
one  below,  nor  is  it  finer;  but  it  some- 
times  has  a  larger  vault  of  ice  at  its 
lower  extremity.  These  two  glaciers 
are  the  chief  feeders  of  the  Black 
Lutschine. 

It  takes  3  hours  to  reach  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Scheideck  from  Grindel- 
wald. The  ascent  is  easy,  and  during 
the  whole  of  it  the  Wetterfiom  (Peak 
of  Tempests)  overhangs  the  path,  an 
object  of  stupendous  sublimity.  It 
rises  in  one  vast  precipice  of  alpine 
limestone,  apparently  close  above  the 
traveller's  head,  though  its  base  is 
more  than  a  mile  off.  Avalanches 
descend  from  it  in  the  spring  through 
four  different  channels  ;  some  of  them 
reach  to  the  path,  and  patches  of  their 
snow  often  last  through  the  sunmier. 
The  Wetterhom  was  ascended  for  the 
first  time  in  1845  by  a  young  Scots- 
man named  Speer.  Upon  the  slope 
in  front  of  the  "Wetterhom  is  usu- 
ally stationed  one  who  blows  the 
alpine  horn,  a  rude  tube  of  wood,  6 
or  8  ft.  long.  The  traveller  should 
on  no  account  omit  to  stop  and  listen. 
A  few  seconds  aft«r  the  horn  has 
ceased,  the  few  and  simple  notes  of 
the  instrument  are  caught  up  and 
repeated  by  the  echoes  of  the  vast 
cliff  of  the  Wetterhom,  and  return 
to  the  ear  refined  and  softened,  yet 


perfectly  distinct,  as  it  were  an  aerial 
concert  warbling  among  the  crags. 

Travellers  from  Meyringen  may 
make  the  ascent  of  the  Faulhorn  from 
the  summit  of  the  Scheideck  on  the 
way  to  Grindelwald,  in  about  2^  hrs. 

The  view  down  the  valley  of  Grin- 
delwald, from  the  top  of  the  Schei- 
deck, is  very  striking  :  its  g^een  pas- 
tures contrast  agreeably  with  the  bare 
waU  of  the  Wetterhom.  Beyond  it, 
on  the  1,,  rises  the  sharp  crest  of  the 
Eigher,  resembling  the  upturned 
edge  of  a  hatchet ;  and  the  pointed 
cone  of  the  Schreckhorn  appears 
above  the  Mettenberg.  On  the  top 
of  the  Scheideck  (6711  ft.  above  the 
sea-level)  stands  a  good  Inn,  with 
sleeping  and  other  acconmiodation, 
rebuilt  since  a  fire,  1849. 

The  prospect  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, into  the  vale  of  the  Reichenbach 
or  of  Rosenlaui,  is  not  remarkable. 
High  up  on  the  rt.  appears  the  glacier 
of  Schwarzwald,  between  the  Wetter- 
hom and  Wellborn  ;  further  on,  be- 
tween Wellborn  and  Engel-horner 
(angels'  peaks),  the  Glacier  of  Rosenlaui 
lies  embedded.  An  hour  and  a  hairs 
walking  from  the  Steinbock  inn,  partly 
through  a  wood  of  firs,  brings  the  tra- 
veller abreast  of  this  glacier,  which 
lies  about  a  mile  to  the  rt.  of  the 
path  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  of  firs. 
It  is  smaller  than  those  of  Grindel- 
wald, but  is  celebrated  above  all 
others  in  Switzerland  for  the  un- 
tarnished purity  of  its  white  surface, 
and  the  clear  transparent  azure  of  its 
icebergs.  This  peculiarity  arises 
doubtless  from  the  character  of  the 
rocks  around  it :  these,  in  decom- 
posing, do  not  turn  into  black  gravel 
or  mud,  which  stains  and  disfigures 
the  Grindelwald  glaciers.  A  steep 
path  on  the  1.  of  the  glacier  leads  in 
about  ^  an  hour  to  the  summit  of  a 
cliff  which  projects  midway  into  the 
icy  sea,  and  bends  its  course  consider- 
ably.    It  forms  a  good  point  of  view. 

The  guides  usuafly  halt  for  an  hour  to 
refresh  themselves  and  their  beasts  at 

4  The  Baths  of  Rosenlaui,  a  homely 
but  clean  Inn,  the  Steinbock,  near 
a  source  of  mineral  water,  resembling 
closely  that  of  Harrogate,  which  sup- 
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plies  5  or  6  rude  tubs  of  wood,  serying 
as  baths.  The  number  of  guests  who 
resort  hither  for  the  use  of  them  is 
very  limited.  Figures  of  chamois  carved 
in  wood  are  best  executed  here.  This 
house  is  distant  about  1^  m.  from  the 
glacier.  A  few  yards  behind  it  the 
Reichenbach  torrent  issues  out  of  a 
cleft  in  the  rock. 

The  path  to  Meyringen  runs  by  the 
side  of  this  stream,  first  crossing  a 
charming  little  green  plain,  carpeted 
with  soft  turf,  like  that  of  an  English 
lawn,  and  dotted  with  chalets.  The 
view  up  the  valley  from  this  point  de- 
serves particular  notice  :  it  is  a  fa- 
vourite subject  for  the  pencil  of  the 
artist.  The  Wetterhom,  the  Well- 
horn,  and  the  craggy  peaks  called  £n- 
gel-horner,  form  a  mountain  group 
unrivalled  for  picturesqueness. 

Below  this  the  valley  contracts;  nu- 
merous waterfalls  are  seen  dangling 
from  its  sides  :  one  of  them,  from  its 
height  and  tenuity,  is  called  the  Rope- 
fall  (SeUbach)  ;  and  now  a  bird's-eye 
view  opens  out  into  the  vale  of  Hasli, 
or  Meyringen,  which,  in  comparison 
with  the  narrow  glens  of  Grindelwald 
and  Lauterbrunnen,  deserves  the  name 
of  a  plain,  though  bounded  by  moun- 
tains high  and  steep. 

The  latter  part  of  the  descent  lead- 
ing into  it  is  both  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, unless  the  horses  are  very 
sure-footed,  owing  to  the  steepness 
and  ruggedness  of  the  path,  and  its 
being  paved  with  smooth  and  slippery 
blocks  of  stone.  On  this  account 
travellers  are  usually  invited  to  dis- 
mount, and  descend  on  foot.  The 
stream  of  the  Reichenbach  performs 
this  descent  of  nearly  2000  ft.  in  a 
succession  of  leaps,  the  longest  of 
which  are  the  celebrated  Falls  of  the 
Reichenbach.  The  upper  fldl  is  si- 
tuated at  a  short  distance  to  the  L 
of  the  road  near  the  village  called 
Zwirghi.  A  small  fee  is  exacted  for 
the  uberty  to  cross  the  meadow  be- 
tween it  and  the  road,  and  a  hut 
called  Belvedere  is  built  beside  it. 
But  it  is  best  seen  from  a  rocky  head- 
land shooting  out  in  front  of  the  bare 
amphitheatre  of  cliffs  over  which  the 
cataract  dashes,  and  just  above  the 


struggling  torrent,  hurrying  down- 
wards after  its  faU.  A  little  lower  is 
another  but  inferior  fall ;  and  by  a 
third,  still  lower,  the  stream  gains  the 
level  of  the  valley,  and  hastens  to 
join  its  waters  to  the  Aar.  The  lowest 
fall  is  very  near  to  the 

Baths  of  Reichenbach,  a  comfortable 
Hotel,  making  up  40  beds,  pictur- 
esquely situated  in  private  grounds.  It 
is  provided  with  hot  and  cold  baths. 
Table-d'hote  3  frs.,  bed  2  frs.,  break- 
fast 2  frs.  A  new  Inn,  1851  :  H.  des 
Alpes.  It  is  distant  about  1 J  m.,  by 
a  footpath  and  ferry  over  tne  Aar, 
from  the  village  of 

2J  Meyringen.  —  Inns :    Sauvage, 
very  good ;    Couronne,  comfortable, " 
good  horses  ;  HSteTHe  Reichenbach, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 

Meyringen,  the  chief  place  in  the 
vale  of  Hasli,  lies  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Aar,  and  is  a  mere  village  of  about  800 
Inhab.  The  picturesqueness  of  its  si- 
tuation is  much  praised.  Brockedon 
says,  "The  vale  of  Meyringen  con- 
centrates as  much  of  what  is  Alpine  in 
its  beauties  as  any  valley  in  Switzer- 
land." Its  precipitous  and  wooded 
sides,  streaked  with  white  cascades 
almost  without  number,  and  here  and 
there  overtopped  by  some  snow-white 
peak,  are  indeed  beautiful  features ; 
yet  the  flat  plain,  3  m.  broad,  half 
marsh  and  half  dry  gravel,  from  inun- 
dations of  the  river,  is  unpleasing 
from  many  points ;  and  as  a  dweiliug- 
place  it  nas  serious  drawbacks  from 
the  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed  of 
being  swept  away  or  inundated,  if  not 
buried,  by  the  neighbouring  torrents. 
It  was  to  guard  against  such  accidents 
that  the  stone  dyke,  1000  ft.  long  and 
8  wide,  was  constructed ;  but  its  pro- 
tection has  not  been  altogether  effec- 
tual. The  chief  cause  and  instrument 
of  all  the  mischief  is  the  Alpbach,  a 
mountain  torrent  pouring  down  from 
the  height  behind  the  village,  out  of  a 
narrow  gorge.  The  district  in  which 
it  rises,  and  through  which  it  takes 
its  course,  is  composed  of  the  rock 
known  to  geologists  as  the  lias  marL 
Being  very  soft,  it  is  easily  disin- 
tegrated and  washed  away,  so  that 
the  torrent,  when  swollen  "by  rain  or 
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snow,  collects,  and  bears  along  with 
it  heaps  of  black  sand  and  rubbish, 
intermixed  with  uprooted  fir-trees, 
and  is  converted  almost  into  a  stream 
of  mud,  on  which  masses  of  rock 
float  like  corks.  A  torrent  of  such 
consistence  is  easily  interrupted  in 
its  course  through  the  narrow  cre- 
vices which  it  -seems  to  have  sawn 
for  itself  by  the  force  of  its  current : 
it  then  gathers  into  a  lake  behind 
the  obstacles  which  impede  it,  until 
it  is  increased  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  bear  everything  before  it,  and  to 
spread  desolation  over  the  valley 
through  which  its  course  lies.  A 
catastrophe  of  this  sort,  in  1762, 
buried  a  large  part  of  the  village  of 
Meyringen,  in  one  hour,  20  ft.  deep 
in  rubbish,  from  which  it  has  hardly 
yet  emerged.  The  church  was  filled 
with  mud  and  gravel  to  the  height 
of  18  ft.,  as  is  denoted  by  the  black 
line  painted  along  its  wsJls,  and  by 
the  debris  which  still  covers  many  of 
the  fields  and  gardens  around.  In 
1733  an  inundation  of  the  same  stream 
carried  away  many  houses. 

Travellers  should  visit  the  Fall  of 
the  Alpbach  about  9  in  the  morning, 
on  account  of  the  triple  bow,  or  iris, 
formed  in  its  spray  when  the  sun 
shines  on  it.  The  inner  iris  forms 
nearly  a  complete  circle,  and  the  outer 
ones  are  more  or  less  circular  as  the 
water  in  the  falls  is  abundant  or  not. 
The  spot  whence  it  is  visible  is  within 
the  spray  from  the  cataract,  so  that 
those  who  would  enjoy  it  must  pre- 
pare for  a  wetting. 

On  a  rock  above  the  village  rise 
the  ruins  of  the  Castie  of  Resti:  it 
belonged  to  an  ancient  and  noble 
family,  to  whom  the  praise  is  given  of 
never  tyrannizing  over  their  humble 
dependents.  The  men  of  Hasli  are 
celebrated  for  their  athletic  forms  and 
strength.  They  hold  Schwingfeste, 
or  wrestling  matches,  every  year,  in 
July,  August,  and  September,  with 
their  neighbours  of  Unterwalden  and 
Grindelwald.  The  women,  again,  en- 
joy the  reputation  of  being  prettier,  or 
rather  less  plain,  than  those  of  most 
other  Swiss  valleys.  Their  holiday 
costume  is  peculiar  and  not  ungrace- 


ful, consisting  of  a  bodice  of  black 
velvet  reaching  up  to  the  throat, 
starched  sleeves,  a  yellow  petticoat, 
and  a  round  black  hat,  not  unlike  a 
soup-plate,  and  about  the  same  size, 
stuck  on  one  side  of  the  head,  and 
allowing  the  hair  to  fall  in  long 
tresses  down  the  back. 

Six  roads  concentrate  at  Meyrin- 
gen: 1.  to  Brienz  (a  char  road);  2.  to 
Lucerne,  by  the  Briinig  (Rte.  19) ; 
3.  over  the  Susten  to  Wasen  on  the  St. 
Gothard  road  (12  hrs.)  ;  4.  to  the 
Grimsel;  6.  to  Grindelwald,  by  the 
Scheideck;  6.  to  Engelberg,  by  the 
Joch  Pass,  Gadmenthal,  and  Gen- 
thil  Thai.  The  magnificent  Fall  of 
the  Aar  at  Handeck,  on  the  way  to 
the  Grimsel  (Rte.  28),  is  about  14  m. 
distant.  Travellers,  not  intending  to 
cross  the  whole  pass,  may  make  an 
interesting  excursion  thither  from 
Meyringen ;  as  they  may  also  to  the 
summit  of  the  Briinig,  about  6  m.  dis- 
tant, whence  there  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  vale  of  Hasli     (Rte.  19.) 

Meyringen  to  Interlachen,  hy  Brienz  and 
the  Giessbach  Falls. — Rothhom. 

3  hrs.  or  9  Eng.  m.  to  Brienz,  and 
3J  thence  to  Interlachen  by  water,  = 
19  Eng.  m. 

There  is  an  excellent  char  road 
down  the  valley,  passing  numerous 
cascades  leaping  i)wn  the  wall  of 
rock.  After  proceeding  for  about  4 
m.  along  the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar,  it 
crosses  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
just  at  the  point  where  the  branch 
of  the  Briinig  road,  leading  to  Brienz, 
descends  into  the  valley.  The  Aar 
pursues  its  course  through  monotonous 
marsh  and  flat  meadow  land;  but  near 
its  influx  into  the  Lake  of  Brienz,  the 
form  of  the  mountains  on  its  1.  bank, 
above  which  towers  the  Faulhorn,  is 
grand.  In  skirting  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  the  road  crosses  vast  heaps  of 
debris,  covering  acres  of  land  once 
fertile.  A  torrent  of  mud,  in  1797, 
destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  two 
villages  near  Kienholz ;  and  a  land- 
slip from  the  Brienzergrat,  the  moun- 
tain immediately  behind  Brienz,  over- 
whelmed, in  November,!  824,40  acres  of 
land,  and  swept  6  persons  into  the  lake. 
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It  is  1^  hour's  drive  from  Meyrin- 
gen  to 

3^  Brienz — Inns:  at  opposite  ends 
of  the  village,  L'Ours,  good ;  Weisses 
Kreutz  (Croix  Blanche),  clean  ;  H. 
Bellevue,  about  a  mile  from  Brienz, 
at  Kienholz.  Horses  may  be  hired 
for  9  fr.  to  Limgem,  15  fr.  to  Lucerne; 
a  carriage  to  the  Eeichenbach  Fall 
or  to  Meyringen,  12  fr.  Brienz  is  a 
small  village  at  the  £.  end  of  the  lake, 
on  a  narrow  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  remarkable  only  for  its 
beautiful  situation,  and  its  vicinity  to 
the  Giessbach  Fall.  Ask  for  the  Lotte, 
a  fish  of  the  lake  (gadus  mustela). 
This  is  a  good  place  for  buying 
carved  wood  ware.  The  traveller 
ought  not  to  quit  Brienz  without 
ascending  the  MotJihom,  the  highest 
point  of  the  chain  running  behind 
(N.  of)  Brienz,  which  commands  a 
view  nearly  as  fine  as  the  Faulhorn. 
Easy  of  access,  its  top  may  be  reached 
in  about  3  hours  by  a  stout  walker, 
in  5  by  a  horse,  and  in  6  by  a  chaise  a 
porteur.  The  upward  path  lies  at  first 
through  a  region  of  fine  forest-trees, 
chiefly  beech,  but  including  many 
oaks :  to  these  succeed  larch,  and 
above  them  one- third  of  steep  ascent 
over  a  bare  and  barren  track.  On  the 
ascent,  fine  views  are  obtained  through 
vistas  in  the  forest  of  the  Lake  of 
Brienz.  On  the  top  a  chalet  was  built, 
but  it  has  been  destroyed  by  fire  and 
is  not  rebuilt  (1851).  The  summit  is 
higher  than  the  Righi,  and  not  so  high 
as  the  Faulhorn.  It  takes  2  hrs.  to 
descend.  The  chief  features  of  the 
view  are— S.  the  whole  range  of  Ber- 
nese Alps,  seen  to  great  advantage  in 
all  their  majesty,  with  a  foreground 
of  the  lake  of  Brienz  close  under  the 
mountain,  and  a  peep  of  the  lake  of 
Thun  in  the  gap  above  Interlachen. 
Besides  this,  the  vale  of  Meyringen, 
from  the  lake  of  Brienz  up  nearly  to 
the  Grimsel,  the  lake  of  Samen,  with 
a  small  lake  that  may  be  seen  in  the 
foreground,  a  considerable  part  of 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  the  Bighi  rising 
from  it,  and  a  bit  of  the  lake  of  Zug, 
are  visible.  Pilate  makes  a  prominent 
figure.  The  lake  of  Constance  also 
appears,  and  a  long  strip  of  the  lake 


of  Neuchatel.  "  The  view  of  the  high 
Alps  from  the  Rothhorn  is  not  so  fine 
as  that  from  the  Faulhorn,  but  that 
of  the  lower  country  is  finer."— J.  D. 

Lake  of  Brienz, — Giessbach  Falls, 

A  small  Steamer,  often  out  of  order 
and  stopped  for  repair,  runs  daily,  in 
1  hr.,  between  Brienz  and  Interlachen, 
touching  at  the  Giessbach  every  trip. 

There  is  a  very  rough  road,  which 
has  been  partly  made  good  and  widen- 
ed for  vehicles  (it  may  be  finished  in 
1857),  along  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake: 
the  guides  with  the  horses  may  be  sent 
round  by  it,  and  desired  to  meet  the 
travellers  close  to  the  bridge  at  Inter- 
lachen. There  is  also  a  very  pretty 
foot-road  along  the  S.  side  of  the  lake 
by  the  Giessbach.  It  takes  25  minutes 
to  row  from  Brienz  to  the  landing- 
place,  close  to  the  outlet  of  the  Giess- 
bach, where  travellers  begin  to  ascend 
the  steep  height  leading  to  the  Falls, 
They  are  a  succession  of  cascades, 
leapmg  step  by  step  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain  ;  and,  though  inferior 
in  height  to  the  lieichenbach,  surpass 
it  in  beauty,  and  in  the  adjuncts  of  a 
rich  forest  of  fir,  through  the  midst 
of  which  they  break  their  way.  The 
Giessbach  is  one  of  the  prettiest  of 
waterfalls :  there  is  nothing  wild 
about  it,  and  the  inunediate  contact 
of  green  turfy  knolls  and  dark  woods 
has  the  effect  of  a  nark  scene.  It  is 
possible  to  pass  behind  the  third  fall 
by  means  of  a  gallery  constructed  be- 
neath the  shelving  rock,  from  -which 
it  casts  itself  down ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  landscape  seen  athwart  this  curtain 
of  water  is  singular.  The  cottage 
opposite  the  Falls  is  inhabited  by  the 
schoolmaster  of  Brienz,  whose  family 
and  himself  are  celebrated  as  the  best 
choristers  of  native  airs  in  Switzer- 
land. He  is  now  a  patriarch  of  70, 
and  most  of  his  children  are  married ; 
but  he  is  training  his  grandchildren 
to  the  same  profession  of  songsters. 
The  concert,  accompanied  by  the 
Alpine  horn,  with  which  travellers 
are  saluted  on  their  departure,  is  very 
sweet.  Good  specimens  of  the  Swiss 
manufacture  of  carved  wood  may  be 
purchased  at  the  Giessbach.  There 
E  8 
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is  a  path  from  the  Giessbach  to  the 
top  of  the  Faulhom,  a  walk  of  nearly 
5  hrs.,  but  difficult  and  dangerous. 
The  lake  of  Brienz  is  about  8  m. 
long  ;  its  surface  is  1781  ft.  above  the 
sea  level  ;  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Giessbach,  500  ft.  deep,  but  in  the 
deepest  part  2100  ft. !  Its  surface  is 
about  30  ft.  higher  than  the  lake  of 
Thun. 

ROUTE  26. 

LAUTERBRUNNEN  TO  KANDER8TEG  BY 
THE  PASSES  OP  THE  SEEJj'INEN, 
FURCE,      AND      DiJNDENGRAT.         (^See 

p.  73.) 

"  There  is  probably  no  route  among 
the  Alps  so  free  from  danger  as  this, 
which  leads  through  such  a  succession 
of  magnificent  scenery.  The  tiro 
passes,  however,  make  it  very  labo- 
rious. The  descent  into  the  valley  of 
Oeschinen  is  awkward  after  dark,  and 
the  tourist,  however  good  a  walker  he 
may  be,  will  do  well  to  allow  himself 
14  hrs.  of  daylight. 

"  On  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  there  is 
a  choice  of  routes:  one  by  the  valley, 
following  the  char  road  to  Stechel- 
berg,  and  then  turning  to  the  rieht  of 
the  course  of  the  stream  which  drains 
the  Seefinen  Thai;  the  other,  which 
is  in  many  respects  preferable,  mounts 
at  once  from  Lauterbrunnen  to  the 
heights  on  the  west  of  the  valley, 
hewing  the  stream  and  fall  of  the 
Staubbach.  After  the  first  steep  as- 
cent, the  path  leads  through  beautiful 
pasture  to  a  nearly  level  terrace  run- 
ning parallel  to  the  valley,  and  at  a 
great  neight  above  it,  with  the  great 
chain  of  the  Alps  from  the  Monch  to 
the  Breithom  on  the  left  hand.  After 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Diirren,  and  the 
pastures  beyond  it,  another  ascent 
is  commenced  in  order  to  turn  the 
flank  of  a  ridge  which  descends  here 
from  the  Schilthom  on  the  right. 
This  brings  the  tourist  again  to  a 
position  right  opposite  the  Jungfrau, 
at  about  the  height  of  the  Wengem 
Alp,  but  with  a  view  still  more  mag- 
nincent.  The  great  chain  of  Alps 
from  the  Wetterhorn  to  the  Breithom 
is  in  front,  its  continuation  through 
the  Gspaltenhorn  to  the  westward,  as 


also  the  Erau,  being  from  this  point 
of  view  shut  out  by  the  nearer  preci- 
pices of  the  Tscningelhom.*  Still 
farther  to  the  west  is  visible  the 
Furce;  and  descending  from  it,  the 
torrent  and  the  valley  of  the  Seefinen. 
The  ground  slopes  rapidly  away  from 
the  foot  down  to  the  depths  of  the  Am- 
merten  Thai.  The  Jungfrau  is  from 
this  point  of  view,  and  from  this  alone, 
measured  in  one  glance  from  the  snow 
on  her  summit  to  the  level  road  at  her 
feet:  in  a  word,  of  her  18,718  ft.  of 
altitude,  more  than  1 1,000  rise  at  once 
in  precipices  before  the  eye.  The 
track  now  winds  away  along  the  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  falls  in  with  the 
valley  path  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass.  This  Furce  is  a  very  remark- 
able deprei^sion  between  the  Schilt- 
hom andTschingelhom;  and  an  enor- 
mous buttress  ot  the  latter  here  turns 
the  direction  of  the  route  from  W.  to 
S.  W.  The  ascent  is  rather  steep,  but 
the  ground  is  favourable,  and  clear  of 
snow;  which  lies,  however,  in  long 
slopes  to  the  left.  The  view  from  the 
summit  is  very  fine,  including  the 
Faulhorn,  and  below  it  the  Wengem 
Alp  and  its  hotel,  which  is  easily  dis- 
cernible. The  Tschingelhorn,  close 
to  which  we  stand,  excludes  some  part 
of  the  great  chain  we  had  previously 
seen,  but  as  a  compensation,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Kien  Thai,  rises 
the  Frau,  remarkable  on  this  side,  as 
on  every  other,  for  the  profusion  and 
purity  of  her  snowy  drapery.  The 
upper  part  of  the  Kien  Thai  is  filled 
up  with  a  great  glacier,  over  which  it 
is  said  to  be  possible  to  gain  the  level 
of  the  Tschingel.  The  descent  into 
the  Kien  Thai  requires  from  this  point 
rather  an  awkward  circuit,  which 
leads  to  a  long  slope  of  slate  debris, 
forming  a  very  unstable  and  somewhat 
dangerous  footing — a  fall  sometimes 
occasions  a  serious  cut.  Next  suc- 
ceeds a  long  slope  of  snow,  and  then 
the  green  sward.  The  rte.  taken  by 
the  guides  leads  to  a  bridge  near  the 
hanJet  of  Tschingel,  so  low  down  the 
•  In  Keller's  map  the  Gspaltenhorn  and 
Tschingelhorn  are  interchanged.  The  real 
Gspaltenhorn  is  in  the  great  chain,  llie 
Tschingelhorn  lies  between  the  glacier  of  that 
name  and  the  village  of  Tschingel  in  Kienthal. 
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valley  as  to  increase  considerably  the 
toil  of  the  next  ascent;  and  if  the 
tourist  is  fatigued,  or  the  sun  much 
past  the  meridian,  he  will  do  well  to 
take  the  opportunity  which  here  pre- 
sents ftself  of  descending  to  the  char 
road  at  Beichenbach.  The  ascent  of 
the  Dtindenffrat  is  steep,  but  over 
good  ground,  and  a  view  is  soon  ob- 
tained of  the  pyramidal  Niesen,  and 
the  lake  of  Thun  beyond  it.  Near 
the  top  it  becomes  rather  rough,  and 
.  the  stones  are  succeeded  by  a  bed  of 
snow,  which  adds  a  eood  deal  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  last  half-hour  of  ascent: 
from  the  snow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
is  but  one  step,  and  the  next  is  down- 
hill. Here  a  new  scene  of  magni- 
ficence opens.  The  glittering  Frau, 
which  is  here  quite  close,  with  a  triple 
glacier  streaming  down  from  her  side 
into  the  gulfs  beneath,  and  farther  off 
the  Doldenhom,  and  the  beautiful  lake  j 
of  Oeschinen  encompassed  by  it,  form 
a  scene  unparalleled  in  the  Alps; 
though  resembling  in  some  of  its 
features  the  lake  and  glacier  scenery 
near  the  summit  of  the  Maloya.  The 
descent  from  the  high  pastures  to  the 
level  of  the  lake  is  practicable  only  by 
one  rte.,  where  a  path  has  been  cut  in 
steps  here  and  there  along  the  faces 
of  the  rocks.  The  path  leads  along 
the  western  shore  of  the  lake  through 
a  pine  wood  beyond  it,  in  about  2  hrs. 
to  the  village  and  inn  of  Kandersteg." 
E.  W.— See  Rte.  38. 

ROUTE  27. 

LAUTERBRUNNEN  TO  KANDERSTEG  BY 
THE  TSCHINGEL  GLACIER  AND  GAS- 
TEREN  THAL. 

"  This  is  a  hard  day*s  work,  with 
bad  places,  the  worst  being  the  ascent 
to  and  the  descent  from  the  glacier. 
The  glacier  itself  lies  in  a  tolerably 
level  basin;  and,  except  at  its  two 
extremities,  is  not  dangerously  cre- 
vassed.  One  of  the  Laueners,  guides 
at  Lauterbrunnen,  ought  to  be  en- 
gaged. Johann  is  thebest:  Ulrich  is 
also  good.     (See  p.  73.) 

**  leaving  Lauterbrunnen,  the  route 
follows  the  char  road  past  Stechelberg 
into  the  Ammerten  Thai  (as  the  upper 


end  of  the  Valley  of  Lauterbrunn  is 
called) ;  the  heights  on  the  rt.  are  then 
ascended  to  reach  the  chalets  of  the 
Steinberg;    the  view    comprises   the 
continuous  range  of  the  High  Alps 
from  the  Jungfrau  to  the  Gspalten- 
hom  (erroneously  marked  Tschingel- 
hom  in  Keller).     The  day's  journey 
may  be  shortened  by  passing  the  night 
at  the  Steinberg;  the  accommodation 
is  of  course  wretched,  and  the  tourist 
would  probably  be  unable  to  sleep. 
Above  the  Steinberg  the  precipices  of 
the  I'schingelhorn  pass  close  upon  the 
glacier,  and  the  latter  has  therefore 
to  be  followed  for  some  distance  up- 
wards, tUl    it   becomes    inaccessible 
from  the  steepness  of  its  fall  from  its 
upper  basin.    At  this  point  the  rocks 
on  its  left  bank  may  be   ascended, 
though  the  passage  is  difficult  to  find, 
and  in  one   place  rather  awkward; 
then  comes  a  climb  over  loose  stones, 
and  at  last  the  great  glacier  itself. 
On  the  right  hand,  and  immediately 
above,  rises  the  Tschingelhorn,  farther 
on  the  Frau,  with  the  Kien  Furce  be- 
tween: in  the  midst  of  the  glacier  is  a 
remarkable  rocky  mass,   called    the 
Mutzlihorn;  and  along  its  southern 
boundary  the  continuous  range  of  the 
Main  Alps,   of  which  the  principal 
summits  are  the  Breithorn,  the  Gspalt- 
enhorn,  and  the  Takhom.     The  gla- 
cier   admits   of   being    traversed    in 
several  directions,  but  the  route  usu- 
ally taken  to  the  Gasteren  Thai  lies 
between  the  Mutzlihorn  and  Frau; 
after  passing  the  former,  the  tourist 
will  have  on  his  left  the  point  where 
the  passage  over  the  great  ridge  into 
the  Upper  Loetsch  Thai  is  effected. 
After  continuing  for  some  time  under 
the  precipices  of  the  Frau  and  Dol- 
denhom, the  increasing  crevasses  give 
signs  of  the  approaching  fall  of  the 
glacier  into  the  Ober  Gasteren  Thai. 
The  rocks  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
descending  glacier  are  then  had  re- 
course to,  and  for  some  distance  the 
route  lies  between  the  body  of  the 
glacier  and   the  steep    side    of   the 
mountain.     During  the   descent    the 
group  of  the  Altels  is  in  front,  and  a 
little  to  the  left  of  it  the  depression 
occupied  by  the  Balm  Glacier,  over 
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which  lies  the  ancient  rte.  from  the 
Vailais  to  Kandersteg  (v.  60).  The 
;  two  routes  unite  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Ober  Gasteren  Thai.  A  little  farther 
down  is  a  fine  gorge  separating  the 
upper  from  the  lower  valley,  and  at 
the  bottom  the  glacier  waters,  which 
here  acquire  the  name  of  the  Kander. 
"The  lower  vaUey  of  Gasteren  is 
very  remarkable,  and  would  well  re- 
pay a  visit  (totally  free  from  difficulty) 
from  Kandersteg  by  those  who  do  not 
intend  crossing  either  the  Balm  or 
Tschingel  glacier :  its  surface  presents 
a  triangular  area  as  flat  as  a  bowling- 
green,  about  3  m.  in  its  greatest 
length.  Precipitous  walls  of  rock  of 
great  height  rise  abruptly  from  each 
of  its  three  sides,  with  here  and  there 
the  tail  of  a  glacier  dripping  over 
them.  The  Kander,  which  frequently, 
in  early  summer,  floods  the  whole 
valley  from  end  to  end,  runs  right 
from  the  western  wall  of  the  valley, 
and  there,  turning  at  a  right  angle, 
escapes  through  a  long  narrow  fissure 
in  the  mountain,  which  is  totally  im- 
perceptible until  the  traveller  has 
arrived  under  the  very  shadow  of  the 
rocks.  Through  this  mural  crevasse 
lies  a  well-frequented  path  (the  only 
approach  to  this  valley  from  below), 
wnich,  after  a  mile's  walk  by  the  side 
of  the  torrent,  emerges  upon  the  com- 
paratively open  plain  of  Kandersteg," 
E.  W.— See  Route  38. 

Another  AccormU 

**  From  Lauterbrunnen  to  the  Cha- 
let on  the  Steinberg  is  not  more  than 
3  hrs.  walking — I  only  took  2^.  The 
view  of  the  Jungfrau  and  Breithom 
during  all  the  latter  part  of  this  walk 
is  magnificent. 

"Having  slept  in  the  chalet,  I 
started  at  5^  a.m.;  reached  the  foot  of 
the  glacier  in  half  an  hour — after  half 
an  hour's  walk  over  the  ice,  came  to 
the  bottom  of  a  steep  clifi^,  up  which 
we  had  to  climb.  Here  there  is  some 
danger;  for  the  glacier  hangs  over 
the  further  end  of  the  rock,  and  pieces 
are  constantly  falling  down,  and  down 
just  the  easiest  way  up  the  rock,  just 
the  place  one  would  choose  to  ascend 
by  without  a  guide.   After  having  got 


to  the  top  of  the  rock,  take  care  to 
keep  on  the  snow.  We  went  up  a 
long  fall  of  loose  earth  and  stones, 
and  narrowly  escaped  being  knocked 
on  the  head  by  some  large  stones  that 
came  bowling  down.  But  on  th«  snow 
there  is  no  danger.  Reached  the  top 
of  the  Pass  in  2^  hours  after  climbing 
the  rock,  having  made  a  detour  to  the 
Campilika  (?),  a  favourite  liirking- 
place  of  the  chamois-hunters,  whence 
you  look  straight  down  the  Kienthal 
to  Thun  and  the  Niesen.  It  is  a  gap 
in  the  ran^e  of  the  Gspalten-horner 
and  Blumlis  Alp.  Descended  the 
glacier  to  Seldon,  which  I  reached 
about  12:  thence  down  the  Gasteren- 
thal  (a  scene  of  the  most  savage  and 
gloomy  grandeur)  to  Kandersteg  by 
2^;  having  thus  spent  9  hrs.  in  the 
day's  walk,  allowing  time  for  a  full 
hour's  halt;  of  this  about  4  or  4^ 
hrs.  was  upon  the  glacier.  The  only 
danger — or  rather  the  only  difficulty 
— is  in  climbing  the  steep  rock  men- 
tioned above :  though  if  the  snow  be 
soft,  of  course  the  fatigue  must  be 
very  great.  If  not,  the  walk  is  easy 
enough." — H.  L. 

"  On  the  top  of  the  Pass,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  strike  to  the  left  under  the 
Tschingel-horn  into  the  Lotsch-thaL 
But  this  is  seldom  tried." — H.  L. 

ROUTE  27A. 

PASSAGE  OF   THE  STRAHLECK — FROM 
GRINDELWALD  TO  THE  GRIMSEL. 

"  A  very  difficult  pass  indeed,  suited 
only  to  skilful  mountaineers,  fond  of 
exploring  the  High  Alps.  It  may  be 
accomplished  in  14  or  15  hours.  This 
hard  day's  work  may  be  broken  by 
sleeping  in  the  highest  chalets  at  the 
foot  of  the  Viescher-horner,  3  easy 
hrs.  from  Grindelwald.  Unless  the 
traveller's  object  be  to  get  to  the 
Grimsel,  time,  money,  and  danger 
would  be  spared  by  merely  ascending 
the  Strahleck,  and  returning  to  Grin- 
delwald, by  which  all  the  grandest 
scenery  would  be  seen. 

"  The  path,  on  leavine  Grindelwald, 
ascends  rapidly  on  the  1.  hand  of  the 
lower  glacier,  and  is  practicable  for 
horses  for  about  1 J  hourj  it  then  be- 
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comes  very  narrow,  being    a    mere 
groove  in  the  rock  overhanging  the 
glacier.     After  crossing  two  or  three 
planks  laid  across  some  crevasses  in 
the  glacier  at  the  angle  of  a  rock,  we 
reach  the  chalet  of  SStiereck,  a  short 
2  hrs.  from  Grindelwald.     A  few  mi- 
nutes   beyond    the  pastures   of   the 
Stiereck,  the  mountains  again  close 
in  upon  the  ice,  and  the  path  mounts 
rapidly  for  some  distance,  when  the 
mountains  again  recede,  and  one  con- 
tinues for  a  time  on  tolerably  level 
ground.     At  the  extremity  of  this,  it 
is   necessary  to  get  on  the   glacier; 
after  a  few  minutes  it  is  again  neces- 
sary to  return  to  terra  firma,  to  turn  a 
projecting  rock,  a  matter  of  consider- 
able difficulty  and  danger.     This  ac- 
complished, the  path  ascends  rapidly 
for  nearly  an  hour,  when  some  over- 
hanging   rocks    are    reached,  which 
seem  to  be  the  established  resting- 
place.    Soon  afterwards  the  glacier  is 
again  reached,  and  all  path  terminates. 
From  this    point  the    view    of  the 
Schreckhorn,  which  rises  immediately 
over  you  on  the  left,  is  truly  magni- 
ficent.    Continuing  along  the  glacier 
(which  is  here  without  crevasses,  but 
difficult  to  walk  on,  on  account  of  its 
steep  slope  from  the  left),  and  passing 
immediately  below  two  lateral  gla- 
ciers, which  almost  overhang  you,  a 
nearly  precipitous  wall  of   snow  is 
reached,  forming  the  end  of  the  valley. 
At  this  point  you  turn  to  the  left,  and, 
ascending  the  glacier  a  few  hundred 
feet,   reach   a   shady  ridge   of  rocks 
rising  very  steeply,  and  at  right  angles, 
to  the  former  route.   This  is  ascended 
for  about  1^  hr.,  when  a  platform  of 
snow  is  reached,  across  which,  after 
another  short  but  steep  ascent,  the 
summit  is  gained  in  ^  an  hour.     The 
descent,  which  occupied  us  2^  hours, 
need  not  occupy  one-fifth  of  that  time, 
when  there  is  an  abundance  of  new 
snow;  but  it  was  at  the  time  in  a  very 
dangerous  state,  on   account  of  the 
thin  coating  of  snow  on  the  ice,  which 
is  inclined  at  a  very  steep  angle.     In 
consequence,  though   the  descent  is 
not  more  than  600  or  800  feet  at  the 
utmost,  it  occupied  us  2^  hours. 
*'  The  summit  of  the  Strahleck  is. 


indeed,  the  perfection  of  wild  scenery. 
Vegetation  there  is  none,  save  a  few 
of  the  smallest  gentianellas.  From 
the  foot  of  the  passage,  the  Abschwung, 
where  Professor  Agassiz's  hut  is  situ- 
ated, may  be  reached  in  1^  hour: 
thence  to  the  hospice  of  the  Grimsel 
will  take  a  good  walker  3  hours,  two 
of  them  on  the  ice." — J.  D. 

This  Pass  was  crossed  by  an  Eng- 
lish lady  in  a  chaise  a  porteur  in  1841, 
by  the  aid  of  12  porters. 

THE  STRAHLECK  PASS,  FROM  THE 
GRIMSEL  TO  GRINDELWALD. 

"  This  pass  is  one  of  the  grandest  in 
Switzerland,  but  attended  with  much 
labour  and  difficulty,  and  to  those 
not  well  inured  to  rambles  amongst 
the  highest  Alps,  with  some  danger. 
But  the  whole  passage  from  begin- 
ning to  end  is  full  of  interest,  and 
wUr  never  be  regretted.  It  is  much 
better  and  much  less  fatiguing  to 
go  from  the  Grimsel  than  from 
Grindelwald.  The  height  of  the 
Grimsel  is  so  great,  that  the  farther 
ascent  is  inconsiderable,  and  the  tra- 
veller by  this  route  can  never  enjoy 
in  greater  perfection  that  first  open- 
ing burst  of  new  and  most  imposing 
scenery  which  draws  forth  so  much 
wonder  and  admiration.  Guides  can 
always  be  procured  at  the  Hospice  of 
the  Grimsel  at  about  30  francs  for  each 
traveller.  It  is  quite  possible  to  ac- 
complish the  journey  in  one  day.  But 
it  is  much  better  to  take  up  beds  and 
refreshments  to  the  hut,  built  by  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz,  which  is  3  hours  dis- 
tant, and  which  affi)rds  excellent  ac- 
commodation. Almost  the  whole  of 
this  preliminary  walk  is  over  the  Aar 
glacier,  in  which  the  experiments 
made  in  the  daily  and  yearly  progress 
of  glaciers  may  be  easily  observed. 
From  this  .hospitable  hut  we  started 
(Sept.  18,  1848)  about  3  a.m.,  by  star- 
light, and  with  a  full  moon  shining  on 
those  vast  icy  streams  which  are 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  and 
rugged  rocks.  Leaving  on  the  right 
hand  the  Wetterhorn  with  its  glacier, 
we  traversed  the  main  stream  of  ice 
up  towards  the  Finster-Aarhorn,  hav- 
ing on  the  right  hand  the  cliffs  an^ 
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peaks  of  the  Schreckhom,  and  on  the 
left  the  great  chain  of  the  Ober  Aar- 
horn,  which  may  be  said  to  reach  from 
the  Seidelhorn  to  the  majestic  Finster- 
Aarhom;  and  behind,  of  the  distant 
snow  white  summits  and  glaciers  of 
the  Gallenstock.  Vast  and  varied 
streams  of  glaciers  are  here  observed 
to  join  the  great  channel  which  the 
tourist  is  traversing.  On  approach- 
ing the  Finster-Aarhom,  of  which  the 
much  broken  and  impracticable  glacier 
ridge  is  very  well  seen,  the  route 
turns  abruptly  to  the  right  into  an- 
other valley,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
at  length  visible  the  very  steep,  though 
short  precipice  pass  of  the  Strahleck. 
The  fresh  snow  which  had  fallen  gave 
to  this  valley,  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  whitened  and  lofty  cliffs,  the  most 
brilliant  and  singular  appearance.  It 
was  about  9  when  we  reached  the  foot, 
having  travelled  about  6  hours  over 
the  ice.  The  precipice,  which  is  not 
more  than  300  feet  high,  and  covered 
with  snow  and  ice,  presents  the  only 
real  difficulty,  and  took  us  nearly  2 
hours  to  ascend.  The  ascent  is  so 
steep,  that  it  is  precisely  like  going 
up  a  ladder,  treading  carefully  in  each 
other's  steps,  bound  together  with 
ropes,  and  striking  deep  into  the  snow 
at  each  step  the  trusty  alpenstock. 
A  good  head  as  well  as  firm  hand  and 
stout  heart  are  here  required.  At 
length,  about  mid-day  we  reached  the 
top,  and  under  a  bright  morning  sun 
reposed  to  contemplate  the  glories  of 
the  scene.  The  traveller  here  stands 
almost  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Ber- 
nese Oberland,  having  on  all  sides  of 
him  mountains  of  the  first  order. 
Many  of  these  have  been  already  men- 
tioned. But  from  this  spot  the  chief 
attraction  is  the  back  part  of  the 
great  chain  immediately  in  front, 
which  comprises  the  Great  and  Little 
Eiger,  the  Monch,  the  Silberhom,  and 
the  Jungfrau.  The  ridge  is  so  steep, 
that  the  Grindelwald  glacier  below 
can  be  traced  at  a  glance  from  its 
source  to  its  end  at  the  village.  Im- 
mense expanses  of  snow  and  ice  are 
visible  behind  the  great  mountains, 
which  send  down  their  shattered,  pre- 
cipitous,  but  glittering  burthens   in 


countless  number  and  variety  into  the 
deep  ravine  below.  The  distant  thun- 
ders of  the  avalanches  of  the  Jungfrau 
give  the  last  charm  to  this  aunost 
matchless  spectacle.  The  descent  to 
Grindelwald  occupies  about  5  hours. 
At  first  it  is  very  easy  over  the  in- 
clined snow-beds,  but  soon  after- 
wards the  rocks  are  very  steep,  and 
ropes  are  again  to  be  used.  There  is 
no  vestige  of  a  track,  and  the  descent 
requires  much  caution.  The  Grindel- 
wald glacier  is  at  length  reached  and 
traversed  to  a  promontory  near  the 
chalet  of  the  Stiereck,  after  which  the 
p^d  mule  road  leading  to  the  village 
is  arrived  at.  The  height  of  the  pass 
cannot  be  less  than  10,000  feet." — 
W,  A,  1848. 

KOUTE  28. 

PASS  OF   THE  GRIMSEL — ^MEYEINGEN  TO 
OBER-GESTELEN  AND  BRIBG. 

To  the  Grimsel  Hospice  7  hrs.=  23 
Eng.  m.,  8  hours*  walk.  From  the 
Hospice  to  Ober-Gestelen  3  hrs.= 
about  10  Eng.  m. ;  or  across  the  Furce 
to  Hospital,  6  hours. 

Ober-  Gestelen  to  Brieg  8  or  9  hrs.  = 
28  Eng.  m. 

A  good  char-road  has  been  carried 
past  Beichenbach  Baths  over  the  Kir- 
chet,  beyond  which  it  is  a  much-fre- 
quented, but  rather  difficult,  bridle- 
path. 

It  is  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
interesting  passes  across  the  Alps. 

The  Aar  is  crossed  at  Meyringen 
by  a  covered  wooden  bridge,  and  the 
road  ascends  the  L  bank.  Above 
Meyringen  (p.  80)  the  vale  of  Hasli 
contracts,  and  in  about  2  m.  is  crossed 
by  a  mound  or  hill  of  considerable 
height,  called  the  Kirchet,  which  ap- 
pears at  one  time  to  have  dammed  up 
the  waters  of  the  Aar.  At  present 
they  force  their  way  through  a  singu- 
larly narrow  rent,  which  cleaves  the 
eminence  from  top  to  bottom.  "  At 
this  point  is  a  remarkable  arched 
cavern,  called  the  Finster  Aar  Schlucht, 
which  extends  by  a  precipitous  but 
quite  practicable  descent,  from  the 
summit  of  the  Kirchet  to  the  Aar.  Ifr 
is   a  fissure    in    the  limestone  rock 
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through  which  water  has  formerly 
flowed;  and  from  the  great  size  of 
the  opening,  it  would  seem  that  a 
stream  as  large  as  the  Aar  must  at 
one  time  have  passed  through  it.  It 
lies  to  the  left;  of  the  path  leading 
from  Meyringen  to  Im-Grund,  about 
3  m.  from  the  former  place,  and  may 
be  seen  without  occasioning  the  tra- 
veller more  than  an  hour's  delay. 
The  beautiful  scenery  at  the  upper 
mouth  of  the  cavern,  and  the  savage 
grandeur  of  the  perpendicular  rocks, 
as  the  path  emerges  upon  the  margin 
of  the  Aar,  will  amply  compensate  the 
labour  of  the  descent;  which  indeed 
is  so  little  to  be  dreaded,  that  I  have 
taken  ladies  to  the  very  bottom." — 
D.  J.  The  path,  leaving  for  a  short 
time  the  river  on  the  L  and  the  char- 
road  on  the  rt.,  mounts  the  steep  emi- 
nence of  the  Kirchet  in  zigzags,  and 
then  descends  into  the  retired  green 
valley  of  Upper  Hasli,  which  is  in  the 
form  of  a  basin,  surrounded  by  hills, 
and  was  once  probably  a  lake.  Two 
valleys  open  out  into  it;  on  the  S.  that 
of  Urbach,  on  the  E.  that  of  Gadmen, 
up  which  runs  the  path  leading  by 
the  pass  of  the  Susten  (Rte.  32)  to 
Wasen.  On  the  1.  lies  the  village 
Im-Grund,  and,  crossing  the  Aar, 
another  village,  called  Im-Hof,  situated 
between  it  and  the  Gadmen  river,  is 
passed.  From  Im-Hof  a  path  branches 
off  to  Engelberg  over  the  Joch  pass 
(Bte.  33).  Another  ravine  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  second  enlargement  of 
the  valley  called  Im-Boden.  Higher 
up  is  "  the  small  and  lonely  village  "  of 

3JGuttanen(/nn;  SchwarzerAdler; 
will  afford  quarters  in  stress  of  wea- 
ther). The  best  place  for  a  mid-day 
halt  to  rest  the  mules  is  the  chalet  of 

1^  Theffandekf  about  1^  hour's  walk 
beyond  Guttanen.  It  can  furnish  a 
bed  upon  an  emergency,  and  tolerable 
provisions,  good  coffee,  &c.  It  stands 
at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards  from 
the  Falls  of  the  Aar,  perhaps  the  finest 
cataract  in  Switzerland,  from  its 
height  (more  than  200  ft.),  the  quan- 
tity and  rush  of  water,  the  gloom  of 
the  gorge  into  which  it  precipitates 
itself,  and  the  wild  character  of  the 
rocky  solitude  around  it    It  is  fdso 


remarkably  easy  of  access,  so  that  the 
traveller  may  form  a  full  estimate  of 
its  grandeur;  surveying  it,  first,  from 
below,  through  the  vista  of  black 
rocks  into  which  it  plunges,  and  after- 
wards from  above,  stretching  his  neck 
over  the  brow  of  the  precipice  from 
which  the  river  takes  its  leap,  and 
watching  it  (if  his  nerves  be  steady) 
till  it  is  lost  in  the  spray  of  the  dark 
abyss  below. 

The  view  from  this  point,  not  more 
than  6  or  6  ft.  above  the  fall,  which 
few  will  hesitate  to  call  the  best,  is 
exceedinglv  impressive  and  stimulat- 
ing. So  plentiml  is  the  rush  of  water 
that  it  reaches  more  than  half  way 
down  in  one  unbroken  glassy  sheet 
before  it  is  tossed  into  white  foam; 
and,  what  adds  to  its  beauty,  is,  that 
another  stream  (the  Erlenbach  or 
Handek),  pouring  in  from  the  right 
at  this  very  spot,  takes  precisely  the 
same  leap,  mingling  its  tributary  wa- 
ters midway  with  the  more  powerful 
column  of  the  Aar.  Between  10  and 
11  the  iris  may  be  seen  hovering  over 
thefalL 

The  dark  forest  of  fir  through 
which  the  route  has  wound  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  now  dwindles  away 
into  a  few  dwarf  bushes,  and  disap- 
pears entirely  a  little  above  Handek. 
To  them  succeed  the  scanty  vegeta- 
tion of  rank  grass,  rhododendron,  and 
lichen;  and  even  this  partial  covering 
disappears  prematurely,  in  some  places 
being  abraded  and  peeled  off.  There 
is  a  spot  about  2  m.  above  Handek, 
called  Eollenplattej  where  the  path 
crosses  the  bed  of  an  ancient  glacier 
which,  in  former  times  extending  thus 
far  down  the  vallej^,  has  eround  smooth 
and  poUshed,  by  its  weight  and  fric- 
tion, the  surface  of  the  sloping  and 
convex  granite  rock,  leaving,  here  and 
there  upon  the  surface,  horizontal 
grooves  or  furrows,  which  may  be 
compared  to  the  scratches  made  by 
a  diamond  upon  glass.  This  polished 
rock  extends  for  a  Sj^ace  of  nearly  \ 
m.  Professor  Agassiz  has  here  left 
his  autograph  in  the  granite.  It  used 
to  be  customary  and  prudent  to  dis- 
mount here,  and  cross  this  bad  bit  of 
road  on  fooi,  since  the  surface  of  the 
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rock,  though  chiselled  into  grooves, 
to  secure  a  footing  for  the  horses,  was 
very  slippery ;  but  a  secure  path,  and 
a  stout  post  and  rail  on  the  side  of 
the  abyss,  is  novr  carried  over  the 
slippery  rock.  The  valley  of  the  Aar, 
up  which  the  narrow  path  is  carried, 
looks  stern  and  forbidding  from  its 
sterility,  and  the  threatening  cliffs  of 
granite  which  overhang  it.  The  Aar 
is  crossed  several  times  by  dizzy 
bridges  of  a  single  arch,  formed  of 
granite  slabs  without  a  parapet.  There 
is  but  one  human  habitation  between 
Haudek  and  the  Hospice,  the  miser- 
able chalet  of  the  Raterisboden,  or 
^  Roderichsboden,  where  the  ravine  ex- 
pands once  more  into  a  basin-shaped 
hollow,  probably  once  a  lake  bed,  with 
a  marshy  bottom,  affording  scanty 
herbage  for  a  few  goats.  A  little 
above  this  the  path  quits  the  Aar, 
which  rises  in  the  Aar-glacier,  about 
2  miles  higher  up  on  the  rt,  and  as- 
cending a  glen,  strewed  with  shattered 
rocks,  reaches 

2  The  Hospice  of  the  Grimsel,  a 
homely  Inn,  originally  designed  to 
shelter  those  who  travel  from  neces- 
sity, and  to  afford  a  gratuitous  aid  to 
the  poor ;  but  now  daily  occupied 
during  the  summer  months  by  tra- 
vellers, for  pleasure,  sometimes  to  the 
number  of  80  or  100  at  once,  who  pay 
for  their  accommodation  as  in  any 
other  inn,  and  sit  down  at  a  table- 
d'hote  usually  about  7  o'clock  in  the 
evening :  the  fare  is  good,  the  bed- 
rooms very  small,  but  the  charges 
are  not  high.  It  is  often  so  full  in 
summer  that  those  who  arrive  late 
are  liable  to  fare  ill,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  secure  single -bedded 
rooms.  It  is  a  massy  buildiiig  of 
rough  masonry,  designed  to  resist  a 
weight  of  snow,  and  with  few  windows 
to  admit  the  cold.  It  contains  about 
40  beds,  and  affords  better  fare  than 
might  be  expected  in  a  spot  more  than 
6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  removed 
by  many  miles  from  any  other  human 
dwelling.  The  establishment  includes 
a  man  cook,  a  washerwoman,  and  a 
cobbler,  and  they  have  clothes  to  lend 
to  drenched  travellers  while  their  own 
are  drying.     It  is   occupied   by   the 


innkeeper  who  rents  it  from  March 
to  November.  One  servant  passes 
the  winter  in  the  house,  with  a  suffi  • 
cient  provision  to  last  out  the  tiitie 
of  his  banishment,  and  two  dogs,  to 
detect  the  approach  of  wanderers,  for 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  hos- 
pice is  resorted  to  by  traders  from 
Hasli  and  the  VaUais,  who  exchange 
the  cheese  of  the  one  valley  for  the 
wine  and  spirits  of  the  other.  Its 
situation  is  as  dreary  as  can  be  con- 
ceived, in  a  rocky  hollow,  about  700 
ft.  below  the  summit  of  the  pass,  sur- 
rounded by  soaring  peaks  and  steep 
precipices.  The  rocks  around  are 
bare  and  broken,  scarcely  varied  by 
patches  of  snow,  which  never  melt 
even  in  summer,  and  by  strips  of 
grass  and  green  moss,  which  shoot  up 
between  the  crevices,  and  are  eagerly 
browsed  by  a  flock  of  150  goats.  A 
considerable  supply  of  peat  is  dug 
from  a  bog  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
door.  In  tjie  bottom  of  this  naked 
basin,  close  to  the  house,  is  a  black 
tarn,  or  lake,  in  which  no  fish  live. 
Although  entirely  covered  with  deep 
snow  in  winter,  it  is  said  never  to  be 
frozen,  as  it  is  supplied  from  a  warm 
spring.  Beyond  it  lies  a  small  pas- 
turage, capable  of  supporting  for  a 
month  or  two  the  cows  belonging  to 
the  Hospice,  and  the  servants  cross 
the  lake  twice  a-day,  in  a  boat,  to 
mUk  them.  It  is  a  landscape  worthy 
of  Spitzbergen  or  Nuova  Zembla. 
This  wilderness  is  the  haunt  of  the 
marmot,  whose  shrill  whistle  fre- 
quently breaks  the  solitude  ;  and  the 
chamois,  become  rare  of  late,  still 
frequents  the  neighbouring  glaciers  ; 
both  animals  contribute  at  times  to 
replenish  the  larder  of  the  Hospice. 

On  the  22nd  March,  18^38,  the 
Hospice  was  overwhelmed  and  crushed 
by  an  avalanche,  which  broke  through 
the  roof  and  floor,  and  filled  aU  the 
rooms  but  that  occupied  by  the  ser- 
vant, who  succeeded  with  difficulty  in 
working  his  own  way  through  the 
snow,  along  with  his  dog,  and  reached 
Meyringen  in  safety.  The  evening 
before,  the  man  had  heard  a  myste- 
rious sound,  known  to  the  peasants 
of  the  Alps  and  believed  by  them  to 
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be  the  warning  of  some  disaster  :  it 
appeared  so  like  a  human  voice  that 
the  man  supposed  it  might  be  some 
one  in  distress,  and  went  out  with  his 
dog  to  search,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  snow.  The  next  morning  the 
sound  was  again  heard,  and  then  came 
the  crash  of  the  falling  ayalanche. 
The  Hospice  has  since  been  rebuilt 
and  enlarged. 

"In  August,  1799,  the  Grimsel  be- 
came the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable skirmishes  in  the  campaign. 
The  Austrians  were  encamped  upon 
the  Grimsel  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting the  French  from  penetrating 
into  the  Valley  of  the  Khone  by  means 
of  that  pass.  They  had  possession  of 
the  whole  declivity  from  the  summit 
of  the  pass  to  the  Hospice,  and  also 
of  the  platform  on  which  the  Hospice 
stands.  Their  force  consisted  of  rather 
less  than  1500  men.  The  French 
troops  under  General  Gudin,  con- 
sisting of  about  3600  men,  were  posted 
in  the  Oberhasli  valley  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Guttanen.  The  Aus- 
trian commander.  Colonel  Strauch, 
naturally  relied  upon  the  strength  of 
his  position,  which  had  not  onfy  the 
advantage  of  a  great  declivity,  but  of 
the  numerous  narrow  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  which  might  be  defended  by  a 
few  men,  protected  by  the  upright 
masses  of  granite,  against  a  large 
army.  The  French  General  also  con- 
sidered the  position  to  be  impregnable 
to  an  attack  in  front,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  in  a  situation  of  great 
anxiety  by  receiving  positive  orders 
from  Massena,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command  of  the  French  army  in 
Switzerland,  to  force  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  on  the  14th  of  August  He 
summoned  his  officers  together  in  the 
niffht  of  the  13th  ;  and  as  the  con- 
sultations took  place  at  the  hamlet  of 
Guttanen,  it  was  no  secret  to  what 
point  they  were  directed.  While  they 
were  going  on,  the  landlord,  whose 
name  was  Fahner,  boasted  to  some 
guests  in  the  outer  room,  that  if  he 
chose  he  could  deliver  Gudin  from 
his  perplexity,  and  show  him  a  path 
by  which  he  could  get  to  the  rear  of 
the  Austrian  force,  and   *  break  its 


back'  (as  he  expressed  it)  without 
loss  to  the  French.  This  language 
was  reported  to  Gudin,  who  sum- 
moned the  man  before  him,  and  partly 
by  threats,  and  partly  by  the  promise 
that  he  should  have  the  Katrich's 
boden  (a  small  plot  of  ground  formed 
by  the  alluvion  of  the  Aar  below  the 
Grimsel)  for  his  reward,  induced  him 
to  undertake  the  guidance  of  a  de- 
tachment of  French  troops  by  the 
path  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

"  The  pass  of  the  Grimsel  consists 
of  a  depressed  point  of  a  mountain 
ridge.  On  the  one  side  of  it  is  a 
mountain  called  Nageli's  Gratli,  and 
on  the  other  is  the  Sidelhorn.  Be- 
tween the  shoulders  of  these  two 
mountains,  and  communicating  with 
them,  is  the  Grimsel.  In  the  military 
accounts  of  this  skirmish  the  locale  is 
not  inaptly  termed  a  saddle,  of  which 
the  Grimsel  forms  the  seat,  the  pom- 
mel being  the  Sidelhorn,  and  the 
croupe  the  Nageli's  Gratli.  Fahner's 
undertaking  was  to  lead  the  French 
over  and  along  the  top  of  the  Nageli's 
Gratli  unseen  by  the  Austrians,  and 
to  briug  them  to  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  at  a  higher  level  tha^  the 
Austrian  position. 

**  The  next  morning  early  Gudin 
confided  about  400  men  to  the  guid- 
ance of  Fahner  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  sent  a  small  detachment  over  and 
round  the  Sidelhorn,  who  were  also 
to  descend  from  the  higher  parts  of 
that  mountain  upon  the  Grimsel,  and 
there  meet  the  party  guided  by  Fahner 
over  the  mountain  on  the  opposite 
side.  Gudin  himself  advanced  with 
the  main  body  of  his  troops  up  the 
Oberhasli  valley  to  the  platform  on 
which  the  Hospice  now  stands,  and 
attacked  the  Austrian  position  in  front 
— with  the  characteristic  impetuosity 
of  French  soldiers.  The  Austrian 
commander  was  convinced  that  the 
attack  could  not  succeed  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  drew  down  the  greater  part 
of  his  force  from  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  in  order  to  repel  it  with  ef- 
fect, and  some  sharp  fighting  ensued. 
Suddenly  the  Austrians  were  alarmed 
by  firing  on  the  heights  to  their  rear  : 
and  its  continuance,  together  with  the 
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appearance  of  French  soldiers  in  that 
direction,  convinced  them  that  an  im- 
portant attack  was  commenced  in  a 
quarter  from  which  they  least  ex- 
pected it.  The  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear,  with  numbers  as 
unknown  as  the  means  by  which  they 
came  there,  induced  the  Austrians  to 
waver  ;  and  the  impetuous  advance  of 
Gudin  produced  a  panic  which  ended 
in  a  disorderly  flignt  up  the  Grimsel 
in  the  direction  of  Obergestelen,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Khone.  On  the  summit 
of  the  Grimsel,  however,  they  again 
met  with  the  enemy ;  for  by  this  time 
the  troops  despatched  by  Gudin  over 
the  Sidelhom  had  nearly  reached  their 
destination,  and  had  almost  effected 
their  junction  with  the  party  led  by 
Fahner ;  so  that  the  two  ends  of 
the  formidable  serpent  were  nearly 
brought  together  just  as  the  living 
Austrians  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
pass.  The  soldiers,  finding  them- 
selves surrounded,  are  said  to  have 
beaten  their  sabres  and  muskets  to 
pieces  upon  the  granite  rocks  ;  and 
this  tradition  is  countenanced  by  the 
fact  that  fragments  of  arms,  evidently 
brokfti  by  violence,  are  still  occa- 
sionally found  at  this  very  spot.  The 
number  of  the  killed  is  supposed  not 
to  have  exceeded  150,  of  which  the 
French  composed  not  more  than  a  fifth 
part.  The  wounded  Austrians  were 
necessarily  left  to .  their  fete,  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  such  of  their  companions 
as  escaped  to  remove  them,  and  the 
French  troops  passing  directly  over 
into  the  valley  of  the  Bhone.  The 
landlord  at  the  Hospice  found  a  de- 
cayed musket  lying  by  a  skeleton 
under  a  rock  about  12  months  ago,  at 
some  distance  from  the  scene  of  the 
skirmish." 

**  The  way  by  which  Fahner  led  the 
detachment  of  400  men  was  so  wild 
and  perilous,  skirting  the  glaciers  and 
surrounded  by  precipices,  without  af- 
fording a  glimpse  of  a  living  enemy, 
that  the  soldiers  became  panic-strucK ; 
and  suspecting  Fahner  of  treachery, 
threatened  to  shoot  him  unless  he  in- 
stantly led  them  back  to  Guttanen. 
With  much   difficulty  they  were  re- 


strained by  their  officers,  who  were 
convinced  of  Fahner's  fidelity  :  and 
after  another  hour's  march,  the  little 
army  emerged  from  the  rocks  with 
the  Austrian  position  in  full  view  be- 
neath them. 

"  Fahner  wholly  failed  to  derive 
the  reward  of  his  service  for  which  he 
had  stipulated;  his  own  government 
refusing  to  ratify  the  engagement  re- 
specting the  Baterich*s-Doden  which 
Generid  Gudin  had  made.  He  died 
in  1820;  his  son  was  for  some  years  a 
servant  in  the  Hospice  at  the  Grim- 
sel, but  now  lives  at  Guttanen." — 
J.D. 

The  source  of  the  Aar  lies  in  two 
enormous  glaciers,  the  Oher  and  Unter' 
Aar-Gletscher,  to  the  W.  of  the  Ho- 
spice. The  Unter-Aar  glacier  is  the 
best  worth  visiting,  and  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  ice  may  be  reached 
in  40  mmutes  from  the  Hospice.  It 
is  remarkable  for  the  evenness  of  the 
surface  of  ice  and  the  rareness  of 
cavities  on  its  surface.  It  is  about 
18  m.  long,  and  from  2  to  4  broad. 
Out  of  the  midst  of  it  rises  the  Fin- 
ster-Aarhorn ;  the  Schreckhom  is 
also  conspicuous.  These  Aar  glaciers 
are  among  the  most  interesting  in 
Switzerland  for  those  who  would  study 
the  natural  history  of  those  singular 
natural  phenomena,  their  progression, 
moraines,  &c.  (§  17.)  They  are  ac- 
cessible by  a  bad  path,  but  without 
danger  (§  13,  p.  xxxiv.),  and  with 
little  difficulty,  and  the  scenery  around 
is  sublime  in  the  extreme.  The  line 
of  junction  of  the  two  glaciers  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Aar  is  marked  by 
a  high  and  broad  ridge  of  ice,  covered 
with  fragments  of  rocks,  the  combined 
moraine  from  the  two  glaciers.  It 
rises  in  some  places  to  a  height  of 
80  ft.,  and  resembles  an  artificial 
causeway  or  pier.  The  progressive 
annual  march  of  the  gla^jier  is  marked 
by  the  present  situation  of  a  huge 
block  of  white  granite,  which  afforded 
shelter  to  a  rude  hut  now  in  ruins, 
built  by  M.  Hugi  in  1827,  at  the  foot 
of  the  rock  Im  Abschwung,  the  last  pro- 
jecting promontory  separating  the  two 
glaciers,  which,  in  1840,  had  advanced 
4600  ft.  from    that    spot.    It    takes 
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about  4J  hours,  of  which  three  are  on 
the  ice,  to  reach  this,  and  3  to  return. 
On  this  glacier  M.  Agassiz  of  Neu- 
chatel  erected  a  cabin  of  dry  stones, 
under  a  block  of  mica  schist,  known  as 
Hotel  des  Neuchatelois,  and  here  he 
carried  on  a  series  of  interesting  inyes- 
tigations  and  experiments  respecting 
the  glaciers  for  several  seasons  in  8uc> 
cession.  This  also  is  no  longer  tenable ; 
the  huge  rock  which  covered  it  has 
split  in  two ;  but  a  more  permanent  hut 
has  been  erected  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
glacier,  by  M.  Dollfus  of  Muhlhausen, 
7885  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  furnished 
with  instruments,  by  means  of  which 
observations  are  made  in  the  way 
introduced  by  Prof,  Forbes,  1842. 

The  best  Panorama  of  the  Grimsel 
and  the  neighbouring  peaks  and  gla- 
ciers may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Sidelhom,  a  mountain  on  the  rt.  of  the 
path  leading  to  Brieg  and  the  Furca; 
Its  summit  may  be  reached  in  3  hours 
from  the  Hospice :  it  is  8634  ft.  above 
the  sea-level.  It  is  not  difficult  even 
for  ladies. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  (6570  ft.  above  the  sea,  700 
ft.  above  the  Hospice)  is  2  m.  from 
the  Hospice,  1  hour's  walk — a  steep 
path,  marked  only  by  tall  poles  stuck 
into  the  rock  to  guide  the  wayfarer, 
leads  up  to  it.  On  the  crest  hes  an- 
other smfdl  lake,  called  Todten  See,  or 
Lake  of  the  Dead,  either  from  the  dead 
sterility  around,  or  because  the  bodies 
of  those  who  perished  on  the  pass 
were  thrown  into  it  by  way  of  burial. 
Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain  runs 
the  boundary-line  between  Berne  and 
the  Yallais,  and  here  the  path  divides 
— that  on  the  1.  side  of  the  lake  leads 
by  the  Meyenwand  to  the  glacier  of 
the  Khone  (distant  about  5  m.),  and 
to  the  Pass  of  the  Furca  (Route  30); 
that  on  the  rt  of  it  goes  to  Ober- 
Gestelen,  but  it  would  be  worth  the 
while  of  the  traveller  bound  thither, 
to  make  a  detour  of  about  6  m.  by 
the  1.  hand  path  to  visit  the  glacier 
and  source  of  the  Rhone.  Below  the 
glacier,  the  Rhone  plunges  and  stmg- 
eles  through  a  magnificent  gorge  be- 
fore reaching  Oberwald.  By  the  direct 


road  it  is  a  walk  of  10  m.  from  the 
Hospice  of  the  Grimsel  to 

3  Ober-Gestelen  (Fr.,  Haut  Cha- 
tillon).  Inn,  Cheval  Blanc,  fair.  This 
is  the  highest  village  but  one  (Oberwald 
being  the  highest)  in  the  Upper  Val- 
lais,  and  is  4360  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  It  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of 
the  Rhone,  about  8  m.  below  its  source 
in  the  glacier.  It  is  the  depot  for  the 
cheese  transported  out  of  canton  Berne 
into  Italy,  and  is  a  place  of  some  traffic, 
as  it  lies  at  the  junction  of  the  three 
bridle-roads  over  the  Grimsel,  the 
Furca,  and  the  Gries  (Route  29). 

In  1720,  84  men  were  killed  here 
by  an  avalanche,  and  lie  buried  in 
one  grave  in  the  churchyard. 

The  descent  of  the  Upper  Yallais 
from  Ober-Gestelen  to  Brieg,  a  dis- 
tance of  8  hours  =s  28  m.,  is  tame  and 
uninteresting  above  Niederwald,  below 
which,  especially  about  Viesch,  its 
scenery  is  singularly  beautiful.  The 
road  runs  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone.  From  Oberwald  a  path  di- 
verges over  the  col  of  the  Gerenhom 
to  the  Ntifenen.  Between  Oberwald 
and  Yiesch  in  descending,  the  peak  of 
the  Weisshorn  is  a  noble  object,  and, 
though  40  m.  off,  seems  to  block  up  the 
valley.  Looking  up,  the  Gallenstock 
appears  in  view  with  like  grandeur. 
Opposite  the  village  of  Ulrichen,  the 
valley  of  Eginen  opens  out  —  up  it 
runs  the  path  leading  over  the  Gries 
and  the  Niifenen  (Route  35).  The 
Upper  Vallais  (Ober-Wallis)  is  very 
populous,  and  numerous  unimportant 
villages  are  passed  in  rapid  succession. 
One  of  the  largest  is 

IJ  Miinster,  containing  about  400 
inhab.,  and  a  good  Inn,  La  Croix,  in 
full  view  of  the  peak  of  the  Weisshorn, 
a  neighbour  of  Monte  Rosa.  The  na- 
tives of  the  Upper  Vallais  are  a  dis- 
tinct and  apparently  superior  race  to 
those  of  the  Lower.  The  language 
is  German.  The  Romans  never  pe- 
netrated into  the  higher  part  of  the 
Rhone  valley. 

3J  Viesch  (a.  capital  country  Inn, 
chez  Nellens)  lies  at  the  entrance  of  a 
side  valley,  blocked  up  at  its  upper 
extremity  by  a  glacier,  above  which 
rise  the  peaks  called  Viescher-Homer. 
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Sect.  I. 


There  exists  a  tradition  that  a  path 
once  led  up  this  valley  to  Grindel- 
wald :  it  is  now  entirely  stopped  by 
the  glacier,  and  this  circumstance  is 
supposed  to  prove  a  great  increase  of 
the  mass  of  ice. 

["Either  at  Viesch  or  Laax  it  is 
worth  while  to  pass  a  night,  to  ascend 
the  Etishorn,  or  Aeggishom,  9000  ft. 
above  the  sea,  6000  ft.  above  Viesch. 
This  is  an  insulated  point,  command- 
ing a  superb  view  of  the  S.  side  of  the 
Bernese  Alps,  and  of  the  mountains  of 
the  Vallais,  from  the  Furca  to  the  Mat- 
terhorn,  and  I  believe  still  further, 
even  to  Mont  Blanc.  Immediately  be- 
low, at  the  bottom  of  one  branch  of 
the  great  glacier  of  Aletsch,  is  a  small 
lake,  of  deep  cerulean  blue,  studded 
with  floating  icebergs — a  most  pic- 
turesque and  singular  feature  in  the 
scene.  Horses  are  little  used  at  Viesch, 
and  the  traveller  must  not  depend  on 
finding  them.  The  ascent  is  by  a 
sledge-path,  very  steep,  through  pine 
forests,  for  2  hours  ;  another  hour  to 
the  highest  chalet,  where  we  left  the 
horses;  then  1  h.  30  min.  to  the  ridge 
of  the  mountain,  where  we  left  the 
ladies;  then  45  min.  stiff  climbing  to  the 
summit  of  the  Horrij  a  sharp  pile  of 
huge  stones  heaped  together,  it  is  hard 
to  guess  how.  The  Finster-Aarhom, 
though  nearer,  looks  less  imposing 
than  from  the  Faulhom.  This  is  a 
new  expedition,  just  beginning  to  be 
known,  and  is  a  fatiguing  day  for 
ladies :  few  would  attempt  to  climb 
the  horn ;  and,  indeed,  the  view  is  not 
so  greatly  superior  to  that  from  the 
lower  ridge  as  to  make  it  essential  to 
incur  the  additional  fatigue.  Those 
of  our  party  were  said  to  have  been 
the  first  who  ascended;  they  de- 
scended from  the  chalet  on  a  cheese 
sledge,  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  with 
a  cushion,  &c.,  with  great  ease, '  ra- 
pidity, and  satisfaction.  Descent  from 
Horn  to  chalet,  50  min.,  quick  ;  thence 
to  Viesch,  near  2  h.  30  min.  About 
8  J  hrs.  going;  it  would  be  done  quicker 
on  foot.^*— ^.  r.  JIf.] 

Opposite  to  Viesch,  a  pass,  by  the 
Binnen  Thai,  apparently  of  no  parti- 
cular beauty,  leads  into  the  Val  For- 
znazza. 


Between  Laax  and  Brieg  the  char- 
road  was  finished,  but  destroyed  by 
an  irruption  of  the  Khone;  it  is  im- 
passable except  on  foot  from  Laax  to 
Morell.  The  bridle-path  runs  high 
up  on  the  opposite  side. 

14  Morell  (Inn:  Venals). 

The  stream  of  the  Massa,  descend- 
ing from  the  N.,  is  supplied  by  the 
great  glacier  of  Aletsch,  a  branch  of 
that  vast  expanse  of  ice  which  extends 
to  Grindelwald  in  Canton  Berne. 

1 J  Naters,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
lies  in  a  beautiful  situation  and  in  a 
milder  climate,  where  the  chestnut 
begins  to  flourish.  Above  it  rises  the 
ruined  castle  of  Auf  der  Fliih,  or 
Supersax. 

A  wooden  bridge  leads  across  the 
Rhone  to  the  great  highroad  at 

J  Brieg,  at  Sie  foot  of  the  Simplon 
(Rte.  59),  where  the  Post  is  good. 

ROUTE  29. 

PASS  OF  THE  GRIES,  OBER-GESTELEN 
TO  DOMO  d'oS-OLA,  BY  THE  VAL 
FORMAZZA  (POMMAT),  AND  THE 
FALLS  OF   THE   TOSA. 

About  15  hrs.  =  50  Eng.  m.  It  is 
a  walk  of  7  hrs.  (about  18  m.)  over  the 
Gries  to  Formazza,  and  a  long  day's 
journey  thence  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  A 
guide  should  be  taken  over  the  Col  as 
far  as  Frutval,  or  he  may  be  dismissed 
safely  when  you  have  descended  from 
the  Col  J  hr.  Thus  he  may  get  back 
to  Ober-Gestelen  the  same  day,  and 
back-hire  be  saved. 

A  mule-path,  not  dangerous,  though 
it  crosses  a  glacier,  but  difficult  and 
very  fatiguing.  The  traveller  who 
follows  it  will  be  rewarded  by  the 
scenes  of  wildness  and  grandeur  of 
the  Val  Antigorio  and  Formazza, 
which  "  are  nowhere  exceeded  among 
the  Alps." 

On  the  Italian  side  of  the  Pass  at 
Crodo  and  Premia  there  are  tolerable 
inns,  and  from  either  of  these  places 
it  is  easy  to  go  in  one  day  across  the 
pass  of  the  Val  Tosa  into  canton 
Tessin.  The  passage  of  the  Gries 
requires  a  long  summer's  day,  as, 
notwithstanding  the  apparently  short 
distance  on  the  map,  the  walk  up 
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the  valley  from  Crodo  to  Formazza 
( Wald)  requires  full  6  hrs.,  and  thence 
to  Ober-Gestelen  8  hrs. 

In  crossing  the  Nufenen  or  Gries 
from  Brieg  it  is  useless  to  go  to  Ober- 
Gestelen.  The  traveller  ascending  the 
Vallais  can  cross  the  Rhone  by  a  bridge 
a  little  above  Miinster  (/w»  good),  and 
reach  the  Eginenthal  in  an  hour. 

Below  Ober-Gestelen  (page  91)  a 
bridge  leads  across  the  Rhone,  and 
the  path  follows  the  1.  bank  as  far  as 
the  village  Im  Loch,  where  it  turns 
to  the  1.,  and  begins  to  ascend  the 
Eginenthal,  a  barren  and  uninterest- 
ing valley,  crossing  the  stream  of  the 
Eginen  above  a  pretty  cascade  80  ft. 
high.  A  hard  climb  of  about  2  hrs., 
first  through  larch-wood,  then  across 
a  sterile,  stony  tract,  and  finally  over 
a  little  plain  of  green  meadow,  dotted 
with  the  chalets  of  Egina,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  foot  of  the  final  and 
most  difficult  ascent.  Near  this  point 
a  path,  striking  off  on  the  1.,  leads 
over  the  pass  of  the  Niifenen  (Rte. 
35)  to  Airolo.  Here  vegetation  ceases, 
snow  appears  first  in  patches,  and  at 
last  the  glacier  blocks  up  the  termi- 
nation of  the  valley,  and  the  path 
makes  a  short  cut  over  an  elbow  of  it. 
It  takes  about  20  min.  to  cross.  The 
direction  of  the  path  over  it  is  marked 
by  2  or  3  poles  stuck  upright  in  the 
ice.  Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
runs  the  frontier  line  separating  Swit- 
zerland from  Sardinia.  The  summit 
of  the  pass  is  7900  ft.  above  the  sea. 

"Bare  and  scathed  rocks  rose  on 
either  side  in  terrible  grandeur  out 
of  the  glaciers  to  an  immense  height. 
The  silence  of  the  place  added  greatly 
to  its  sublimity;  and  I  saw,  in  this 
most  appropriate  spot,  one  of  the  large 
eagles  of  the  Alps,  the  lammergeyer, 
which  was  whirling  its  flight  round 
a  mountain-peak,  and  increased  the 
deep  emotion  excited  by  the  solitude 
of  tne  scene." — Brockedon. 

In  clear  weather  a  magnificent  view 
presents  itself  from  this  point  of  the 
chain  of  Bernese  Alps.  The  descent 
on  the  Sardinian  side  of  the  pass  (as 
usual  among  the  Alps)  is  steeper  than 
on  the  N.;  it  is  also  more  difficult. 
.The  upper  part  of  the  Piedmontese 


valley  of  Formazza,  or  Frutval,  pre- 
sents four  distinct  stages  or  platforms, 
separated  by  steep  steps,  or  dips,  from 
each  other.  The  first  is  called  Bettel- 
matt;  the  second  Morast  (morass),  on 
which  the  miserable  group  of  ch&lets, 
called  Kehrbachi  (the  highest  winter 
habitations),  are  situated:  the  third 
is  Auf  der  Frutt,  with  another  hamlet 
of  chalets,  and  a  small  chapel.  Be- 
fore reaching  it,  the  traveller  falls  in 
with  the  river  Toccio,  or  Tosa,  which 
rises  in  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
valley,  and  terminates  in  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  Beyond  the  hamlet  the 
path  crosses  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and,  descending  the  fourth 
steep  declivity,  arrives  at  the  Falls  of 
the  TosQy  the  approach  to  which  has 
for  some  time  previously  been  pro- 
claimed by  the  increasing  roar  of  the 
water.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable cataracts  among  the  Alps, 
less  on  account  of  its  form  than  for 
its  vast  volume  of  water,  in  which  it 
is  surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
Schaffhausen.  It  does  not  descend  in 
one  leap,  but  in  a  succession  of  steps, 
forming  an  iminterrupted  mass  of 
white  foam  for  a  length  of  perhaps 
1000  ft.,  while  the  entire  perpen- 
dicular descent  is  not  much  less  than 
500.  Seen  from  below,  it  has  a  trian- 
gular appearance;  above,  not  more 
than  80  ft.  wide,  and  expanding  gra- 
dually towards  the  bottom.  It  is  the 
only  Swiss  fall  combining  great  height 
with  a  large  body  of  water. 

2  m.  below  the  FaUs  is  the  village 
of  Frutval,  situated  on  the  4th  pla- 
teau. 2  m.  farther  is  the  village  of 
Pommat  or  Wald,  where  is  a  wretched 
but  dear  inn.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley,  as  far 
as  Foppiano,  are  of  German  descent, 
speaking  that  language,  and,  according 
to  tradition  (?),  descendants  of  a 
colony  from  the  Entlebuch.  Owing 
to  this  intermixture  of  languages, 
almost  all  the  villages  have  a  German 
as  well  as  Italian  name. 

Formazza  (An  der  Matt),  about  33 
m.  from  Domo  d'O.  No  Inn;  but  the 
worthy  priest  has  2  double-bedded 
rooms,  and  will  receive  a  small  party. 
Here  is  the  principal  ch. 
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The  lower  part  of  the  vaJe  of  the 
Tosa  abounds  in  exquisite  scenery. 
The  Gorge  of  Foppiano  (Germ.  Unter- 
Stalden),  5  m.  i>elow  Formazza,  is 
particularly  grand.  Lower  down  it 
expands,  and  displays  all  the  softer 
beauties  of  high  cultivation,  luxuriant 
vegetation,  and  thick  population.  Be- 
low the  village  called  Premia,  where 
there  is  a  tolerable  Inn  (All'Aquelle), 
a  stream  descending  from  the  W.  joins 
the  Tosa,  and  the  valley  changes  its 
name  into  Val  Antigorio. 

"  The  savage  grandeur  of  the  Val 
Formazza,  down  which  the  river  takes 
its  passage,  and  the  delicious  region 
through  which  it  rolls  in  the  Val 
Antigorio,  cannot  be  painted  in  too 
glowing  colours.  In  these  high  val- 
leys, fully  exposed  to  the  power  of 
the  summer  sun,  there  is  truly  a 
•  blending  of  all  beauties.'  The  vine, 
the  fig,  and  the  broad-leafed  chest- 
nut, and  other  proofs  of  the  luxuri- 
ance of  the  soil  of  Italy,  present 
themselves  everywhere  to  tne  eye, 
intermixed  with  the  grey  blocks  rest- 
ing on  the  flanks  and  at  the  feet  of 
the  high  granite  ridge,  out  of  whose 
recesses  you  have  not  as  yet  escaped. 
Instead  of  the  weather-stained  and 
simple  habitation  of  the  hardy  Val- 
laisan,  sheltered  by  the  black  belt  of 
forest,  upon  which  alone  I  had  glanced 
yesterday,  I  now  saw,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  same  range,  the  sub- 
stantial Italian  structure,  with  its 
regular  outline,  and  simple  ^et  beau- 
tiful proportion,  and  the  villa,  the 
handsome  church,  or  the  stone  cot- 
tage, surrounded  by  its  girdle  of 
vines — the  vine  not  in  its  stiff  and 
unpicturesque  Swiss  or  Rhenish  dress, 
but  the  true  vine  of  Italy  and  of 
poetry,  flinging  its  pliant  and  luxu- 
riant branches  over  the  rustic  ve- 
randa, or  twining  its  long  garland 
from  tree  to  tree." — Latrobe. 

This  charming  valley  is  the  chosen 
retreat  of  numerous  retired  citizens, 
such  as  bankers,  jewellers,  &c.,  who 
have  built  themselves  villas  in  it. 
The  mica-slate  rocks  occurring  near 
Fremia  and  San  Michele  are  stuck 
as  fuU  of  red  garnets  as  a  pudding  is 
with  plums.  There  are  several  timber- 


slides  for  bringing  down  trees  from 
the  high  forests.  The  trees  are  floated 
down  the  Tosa,  and  thus  conveyed  to 
Milan. 

At  Crodo  (Germ.  Crot)  there  is  an 
inn,  and  a  Sardinian  Custom-house. 
A  few  mules  are  kept  here — charges 
very  hi^. 

[From  Crodo  or  Premia  a  pass  leads 
into  the  Val  Bedretto  :  it  presents  no 
great  difficulties  in  fine  weather,  ex- 
cept that  the  path  is  so  faintly  marked 
as  to  be  scarcely  distinguished  from 
the  numerous  tracks  of  cattle.  It  de- 
scends on  Hospital  al  Acqua  (see 
Rte.  35),  3  hours*  walk  above  Airolo, 
where  a  chalet  affords  a  bed  and  to- 
lerable minestra. — J.  B.] 

Below  Crodo  is  a  carriage-road  ;  it 
crosses  the  river  twice  before  it  reaches 
San  Marco,  and  about  2  m.  farther 
enters  the  Simplon  road,  at  the  lofty 
and  beautiM  bridge  of  Crevola,  near 
the  new  cemetery,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Vedro  with  the  Tosa.    (Rte.  59.) 

3  m.  farther  on  lies  Domo  d*Ossola, 

ROUTE  30. 

PASS  OF  THE  FURCA,  FROM  THE  GRIM- 
SEL,  TO  HOSPITAL  ON  THE  ST.  GOT- 
HARD  BY  THE  GLACIER  OF  THE 
RHONE. 

About  8i  hrs.  =  28  Eng.  m. 

A  bridle-path,  by  no  means  dan- 
gerous, and  not  very  difficult,  except- 
ing the  part  between  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  and  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone 
called  Mayenvoandy  which  it  is  better 
to  cross  on  foot  than  on  horseback. 
The  distance  from  the  Hospice  of  the 
Grimsel  to  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone  is 
about  6^  m.  (2  hrs.).  On  reaching  the 
summit  of  the  pass  (p.  91),  the  path 
leaves  on  the  rt  hand  the  gloomy 
little  Lake  of  the  Dead,  and  ^rting 
along  the  brink  of  a  precipitous  slope, 
descends  very  rapidly.  This  portion 
of  the  road  is  the  worst  of  the  whole, 
being  very  steep,  slippery,  and  muddy, 
in  consequence  of  the  melting  snow 
which  generally  lies  near  the  summit. 
However,  it  soon  brings  the  traveller 
in  sight  of  the  Glacier,  though  at  a 
considerable  depth  below  him.  On  at- 
taining the  bottom  of  theMayenwand, 
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he  will  find  a  rustic  Ifm^  affording 
accommodation  both  for  eating  and 
sleeping,  but  where  he  will  be  subject 
to  extortion  :  let  him  be  on  his  guard. 
About  ^  mile  above  it  the  Rhone 
issues  out  to  day  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ehone  Glacier,  one  of  the  grandest  in 
Switzerland,  fit  cradle  for  so  mighty 
a  stream.  It  fills  the  head  of  the 
valley  from  side  to  side,  and  appears 
piled  up  against  the  shoulder  of  the 
Gallenstock,  whose  tall  peak  over- 
hangs it.  The  source  of  the  Rhone, 
in  a  cavern  of  ice,  is  about  5400  ft. 
above  the  sea.  If  you  pursue  a  track 
up  the  W.  side,  or  rt.  bank  of  the  gla- 
cier, you  come  suddenly  upon  a  very 
fine  waterfall,  rushing  K>rth  from  the 
summit  of  the  glacier,  and  dashing 
without  a  break  into  an  icy  cavern 
about  150  ft.  below,  sending  forth 
clouds  of  freezing  spray.  This  large 
body  of  water,  after  forming  a  pas- 
sage for  itself  under  the  glacier,  issues 
forth  from  the  cavern  at  its  foot. 

A  guide  is  at  times  desirable  to 
point  out  the  track  across  the  Furca. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Furca 
ascends  along  the  £.  side  of  the  vast 
basin,  having  the  glacier  on  the  1.  for 
a  considerable  distance.  From  this 
point  the  best  view  is  obtained  of  this 
magnificent  sea  of  ice,  and  a  cor- 
rect idea  may  be  formed  of  its  ex- 
tent and  thickness  as  the  traveller 
passes   within   stone's    throw    of  its 

J  pawning  crevices.  The  path  then 
eaves  the  glacier  to  mount  upwards 
through  a  valley  of  green  pastures 
to  the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Fork, 
between  two  mountain  peaks,  from 
which  it  receives  its  name.  From 
this  point,  8300  ft.  above  the  sea,  near 
the  Cross  which  marks  the  boundary 
of  the  csuitons  of  the  Yallais  and  of 
Uri,  there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
Bernese  Chain,  the  Finster-Aar-Horn 
being  pre-eminent  among  its  peaks. 
The  top  of  the  Furca  is  never  alto- 
gether free  from  snow:  there  is  no 
plain  or  level  surface  on  it.  The  de- 
scent commences  as  soon  as  the  crest 
is  crossed  over  the  Sidli  Alp,  which 
is  covered  with  pastures,  but  monoto- 
nous and  uninteresting  in  its  scenery, 
ftnd  destitute  of  trees.    The  traveller 


must  pick  his  way,  as  he  best  may, 
among  a  midtitude  of  deep  holes  cut 
by  the  feet  of  mules  and  cattle.  Ex- 
cept a  few  scattered  chalets,  no  human 
habitation  occurs  *  between  the  chalet 
of  the  Rhone  Glacier  and  the  small 
.  4^  Hamlet  of  Realp,  where  the  Ca- 
puchin monks  have  a  small  chapel  and 
convent  of  ease,  and  where  a  small 
Inn  (H.  des  Alpes,  clean  and  tolerable, 
but  dear)  has  been  established.  It  is 
about  6i  m.  hence  to 

Hospenthal,  on  the  St.  Gothard. 
(Rte.  34.) 

ROUTE  31. 

PASS  OF  THE  SURENEN,  FROM  STANZ- 
STAD  AND  BUOCHS  TO  ALTORF,  BY 
THE  CONVENT  OP  ENGELBERG  AND 
THE  BASE  OF  THE  TITLIS. 

12  hrs.  =  about  39  Eng.  m.,  a  walk 
of  10itol5hr8. 

Steamer  from  Lucerne  at  8  a.m.  in  ^ 
an  hour  to  Stanzstad,  calling  again  at 
6  p.m.  on  its  way  back  to  Lucerne. 

There  is  a  good  char-road  from 
Stanzstad  to  Engelberg  (4f  hours' 
walk):  thence  to  Altorf,  across  the 
pass,  a  horse-path. 

Stanzstad  (no  good  Inn) — the  land- 
ing-place for  those  coming  from  Lu- 
cerne— is  a  small  village  on  the  mar- 
gin of  the  lake,  immediately  opposite 
Winkel,  under  the  Rotzberg,  whose 
ruined  castle  is  an  historical  monu- 
ment (see  Rte.  19).  Stanzstad  is  dis- 
tinguished by  its  tall  watch-tower, 
5  centuries  old.  In  1315,  a  little  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Morgarten,  a  vessel 
laden  with  Austrian  partisans  was 
crushed  and  swamped  by  a  millstone 
hurled  from  the  top  of  this  tower. 
An  avenue  of  walnut-trees  leads,  in 
2  m.,  to  Stanz. 

Steamers  from  Lucerne  and  Fliielen 
land  passengers  here  once  a  day,  and 
by  crossing  in  a  row-boat  to  Weggis 
you  gain  a  steam  communication  3 
times  a  day  to  either  end  of  the  lake. 

*  An  Inn,  provided  with  8  or  9  beds,  was  to 
be  opened  on  the  Ist  of  Auffiist,  1852,  on  the 
Furca,  by  a  sister  of  the  landlcnd  [of  the  Lion 
d'Or  of  Hospenthal :  it  ma^  prove  convenient 
to  persons  wishing  to  enjoy  the  magnificent 
scenery  of  this  elevated  region  at  sunrise  and 
sunset. 
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Beckenried  is  a  village  of  1400  In- 
hab.,  beautifully  situated,  where  the 
Soleil  is  a  good  and  clean  Inn,  It  can 
furnish  chars  or  horses. 

A  road  runs  hence  to  Stanz,  coast- 
ing at  first  round  the  bay  of  Buochs, 
and  thence  to  Lungem,  7  hours' 
drive.  A  carriage  with  2  horses, 
from  Beckenried  thither,  costs  30  fr. 
There  are  pleasant  walks  around 
Beckenried.  The  steamer  touches 
there  4  times  a-day.     It  is  6  m.  from 

Stanz  —  Inns :  Krone  (Crown)  ; 
Engel  (Angel)  —  capital  of  the  lower 
division  (Nidwalden)  of  canton  Un- 
terwalden,  contains  1200  Inhab.  It 
was  in  the  Rathhaus  of  Stanz  that 
the  venerable  Swiss  worthy  Nicolas 
Von  der  Flue  appeased  the  burning 
dissensions  of  the  confederates,  in 
1481,  by  his  wise  and  soothing  coun- 
sels. Li  the  existing  building  there 
is  a  picture  (?daub)  representing  him 
taking  leave  of  his  family.  In  the 
market-place  is  a  statue  of  Arnold 
of  Winkelried,  a  native  of  Stanz  (see 
page  14),  with  the  "sheaf  of  spears" 
in  his  arms.  His  house  is  also  shovm 
here,  but  it  seems  modem,  or,  at 
least,  is  modernised.  The  field  on 
which  it  stands  is  called  in  old  re- 
cords "the  meadow  of  Winkelried*s 
children."  On  the  outer  walls  of  the 
bone-house,  attached  to  the  handsome 
Parish  Churchy  is  a  tablet  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  unfortunate  people  of 
Nidwalden  (386  in  number,  includ- 
ing 102  women  and  25  children)  who 
were  massacred,  in  defending  their 
homes,  by  the  French  in  September, 
1798.  In  that  year  this  division  of 
the  canton  was  the  only  part  of 
Switzerland  which  refused  the  new 
constitution  tyrannically  imposed  on 
it  by  the  French  republic.  The  an- 
cient spirit  of  Swiss  independence, 
fanned  and  excited  by  the  exhort- 
ations of  the  priests  (which  in  this 
instance  must  be  termed  fanatic,  as 
all  resistance  was  hopeless  and  use- 
less), stirred  up  this  ill-fated  com- 
munity to  engage  an  army  ten  times 
greater  than  any  force  they  could 
oppose  to  it,  and  consisting  of  veteran 
troops.  At  a  time  when  the  larger 
and     more     powerful    cantons     had 


yielded,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
the  brave  but  misguided  men  of  Un- 
terwalden  and  Schwytz  afforded  the 
solitary  proof  that  Swiss  bravery  and 
love  of  freedom  were  not  extinct  in 
the  land  of  Tell.  Their  desperate 
resistance,  however,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  fury  of  their  foes. 

After  a  vain  attempt  made  by  the 
French  to  starve  the  Unterwaldeners 
into  submission,  "  on  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, 1798,  General  Schauenburg, 
the  French  commander,  directed  a 
general  attack  to  be  made,  by  means 
of  boats  from  Lucerne,  as  weU  as  by 
the  Oberland.  Repulsed  with  great 
spirit  by  the  inhabitants,  only  2000 
strong,  the  attack  was  renewed  every 
day  from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  this  last  day,  towards 
two  in  the  afternoon,  new  reinforce- 
ments having  penetrated  by  the  land 
side,  with  field-pieces,  the  invaders 
forced  their  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the 
people  rushed  on  them  with  very  in- 
terior arms.  Whole  families  perished 
together ;  no  quarter  was  given  on 
either  side.  18  young  women  were 
found  among  the  dead,  side  by  side 
with  their  fathers  and  brothers,  near 
the  chapel  of  Winkelried.  63  persons 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church 
of  Stanz  were  slaughtered  there,  with 
the  priest  at  the  altar.  Every  house 
in  the  open  country,  in  all  600,  was 
burnt  down  ;  ^tanz  itself  excepted, 
which  was  saved  by  the  humanity  of 
a  chef  de  brigade.  The  inhabitants 
who  survived  this  day,  wandering  in 
the  mountains  without  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  have  died  during 
the  ensuing  winter  if  they  had  not  re- 
ceived timely  assistance  from  the  other 
cantons,  from  Germany  and  England, 
and  from  the  French  army  itself,  after 
its  first  fury  was  eh&ted.^  —Simond. 

The  attack  upon  Stanzstad  was 
conducted  by  General  Foy,  afterwards 
so  prominent  a  leader  of  the  liberal 
party  in  France.  That  unfortunate 
village  was  totally  consumed. 

The  distance  from  Stanz  to  Engel- 
berg  is  about  4  h.  =  13  Eng.  m.  The 
road  follows  the  course  of  the  Aar 
upwards,    gradually    ascending,   and 
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jpassing  Wolfenschiess  with  its  ruined 
castle,  and  Gr^fenort,  where  there  is 
a  small  inn.  Beyond  this  the  valley 
contracts.  The  road  is  carried  up  a 
steep  ascent  nearly  6  m.  long,  tra- 
versing thick  woods,  amidst  scenery 
of  the  nighest  sublimitv.  In  the  midst 
of  it,  in  the  depth  of  the  valley,  lie 
the  village  and  Abbey  of  Engelberg — 
(/nns;  Engel,  good  and  clean  ;  Bossli) 
— 3220  ft.  above  the  sea.  It  is  hemmed 
in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  mountains 
topped  with  snow,  and  based  by  pre- 
cipices from  which,  in  winter  time  and 
in  spring,  numerous  avalanches  are 
precipitated.  At  their  base,  upon  a 
verdant  slope,  contrasting  agreeably 
with  rock  and  snow,  the  Benedictine 
Abbey  rises  conspicuous  among  the 
ordinary  habitations  of  the  vulage. 
It  was  founded  in  1120,  and  received 
from  Pope  Caiixtas  II.  the  name  of 
Mcms  Angehrum,  from  a  tradition  that 
the  site  of  the  building  was  fixed  by 
angels — 

«  Whose  aathentic  lay,  * 
Sung  from  that  heavenly  ground,  in  middle  air, 
Made  known  the  spot  where  Piety  should  raise 
A  holy  structure  to  th' Almighty's  praise." 

PTordswortk. 
Having  been  three  times  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  existing  edifice  is  not  older 
than  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
•*  The  architecture  is  unimpressive, 
but  the  situation  is  worthy  of  the 
honours  which  the  imagination  of  the 
mountaineers  has  conferred  upon  it." 
The  convent  is  independent  of  any 
bishop  or  sovereign  but  the  Pope  him- 
self, or  his  legate  :  its  revenues,  once 
more  considerable,  were  seriously  di- 
minished by  the  French,  but  it  still 
possesses  valuable  alpine  pastures,  and 
the  cheeses  produced  on  them  are 
stored  in  an  adjacent  warehouse.  It 
contains,  at  present,  only  19  brothers: 
it  has  a  large  Church  and  a  Library  of 
some  value  ;  the  roof  of  the  apartment 
in  which  it  is  placed  has  been  cracked 
by  an  earthquake.  Travellers  are  re- 
ceived and  entertained  in  the  convent — 
those  of  the  poorer  classes  gratuitously. 

The  Titlis,  the  chief  of  the  moun- 
tains which  overhang  this  romantic 
solitude,  rises  on  the  S.  of  the  con- 
vent to  a  height  of  7530  ft.  above  the 
valley,  and  11,414  ft.  above  the  sea- 

ISwitz.'} 


level  Its  principal  peak,  the  Nollen, 
composed  of  limestone,  is  said  to  be 
visible  (?)  from  Strasburg  :  it  is  fre- 
quently ascended,  and  without  danger. 
It  is  covered  with  glaciers,  175  ft.  thick, 
from  which  numerous  avalanches  fall, 
in  spring,  with  a  roar  like  thunder. 

The  Pass  of  the  Joch  (see  Rte.  33) 
leads  from  Engelberg  to  Meyringen 
in  8^  to  9  hrs. 

["  Two  passes  lead  from  Engelberg 
into  the  head  of  the  Melchthal,  the 
Jochliy  somewhat  diflicult,  and  the 
Storegg,  shorter,  less  high,  and  more 
frequented.  The  path,  however,  is 
indifferent  and  ill-defined  in  places. 
It  leaves  the  small  lake,  called  Luter 
See,  on  the  rt.,  and  ascends  the  L 
hand  mountain  ;  6  hrs.  are  required 
from  Engelberg  to  Sachselen,"— J.  D.] 

From  Engefljerg  to  Altorf,  by  the 
Pass  of  the  Surenen,  is  a  walk  of  7J 
hrs.,  about  23}  m.  When  there  is 
fresh  snow  on  the  pass  9  or  10  hrs. 
should  be  allowed.  The  last  steamer 
leaves  Fltielen  for  Lucerne  at  "5h. 
30m.  The  footpath  reaches,  after 
about  3m.,  the  dairy  belonging  to  the 
convent,  called  Herrenreuti,  where 
good  cheese  is  made  ;  50  cows  are 
attached  to  it ;  the  pastures  are  re- 
freshed by  more  than  20  springs 
rising  upon  them.  From  the  steep 
sides  of  the  Hahnenberg,  on  the 
N.E., .  a  beautiful  water&ll  bursts 
forth,  called  Datschbach.  The  path 
now  winds  round  the  base  of  a  pro- 
jecting mountain,  beyond  which  the 
valley  makes  a  bend  in  a  N.E.  direc- 
tion, and,  following  the  course  of  the 
Aa  torrent  for  about  6  m,,  crosses  it, 
and  then  turns  nearly  due  E.  The 
Stierenbach,  the  principal  feeder  of 
that  stream^  is  now  seen  descending  in 
a  pretty  cascade  into  the  deep  abyss. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  below  the  summit 
■  stand  a  few  chdlets,  and  beyond  them 
the  traveller  has  to  make  his  way 
across  a  field  of  perpetual  snow,  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Surenen 
Eck,  a  narrow  ridge  not  more  than 
5  ft.  wide,  between  the  Blakenstock  on 
the  1.  and  the  Schlossberg  on  the  rt., 
7486  ft.  above  the  sea.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  ascent  the  Titlis 
shines  forth  an  object  of  the  greatest 
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magnificence,  and  a  long  line  of  peaks 
and  glaciers  extend  from  it  uninter- 
ruptedly to  the  Surenen.  Another 
view  now  opens  out  on  the  opposite 
side  into  the  valleys  of  Maderan  and 
Schachen,  and  is  bounded  in  the 
extreme  distance  by  the  snowy  top  of 
the  Glamisch  in  canton  Glarus.  On 
the  side  of  the  Surenen,  lying  within 
the  limits  of  canton  Uri,  the  surface 
of  snow  to  be  crossed  is  greater,  and 
the  descent  is  steeper.  Traversing  the 
snow,  and  a  desolate  tract  covered  with 
broken  rocks  beyond,  the  ch^ets  of 
Waldnacht  are  passed ;  and  then,  by  the 
frightful  gorge  of  Boffhy,  the  path  is 
conducted  into  the  vaUey  of  the  Keuss, 
forking  off  on  the  rt.  to  Erstfeld,  for 
those  who  wish  to  ascend  the  St. 
Gothard — and  on  the  1.  to  Attinghau- 
sen,  for  those  who  are  bound  to  Altorf. 

In  1799,  a  division  of  the  French 
army,  under  Lecourbe,  crossed  this 
pass  with  cannon  to  attack  the  Aus- 
trians  in  the  valley  of  the  Beuss,  but 
were  soon  driven  back  the  same  way 
fey  the  impetuous  descent  of  Suwar- 
row  from  tJie  St.  Gothard. 

Altorf,  (See  Bte.  34,  p.  102.) 

ROUTE  32. 

PASS  OF  THE  SUSTEN,  FROU  METBINQEN 
TO  WASEN. 

11^  hrs.  =:  37  Eng.  m. 

In  1811,  when  the  Vallais  was 
added  by  Napoleon  to  the  French 
empire,  a  char-road  was  constructed 
from  Meyringen  to  Stein,  and  on  the 
side  of  canton  Uri  from  Wasen  to 
Femingen,  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  canton  Berne  to  convey  their  pro- 
duce into  Italy  through  the  Swiss  ter- 
ritory ;  but  now  that  circumstances 
are  altered,  it  has  fallen  out  of  repair 
in  many  places,  and  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  a  bridle-path.  It  is  a  fine 
pass  ;  the  Gadmenthal  being  very 
grand. — A.  T.  M.  It  is  a  much  fre- 
quented path :  no  guide  required. 
It  enables  a  stout  pedestrian  to  proceed 
in  one  long  day  from  Meyringen  to 
Hospenthal,  on  the  St.  Gothard;  but 
the  distance,  12  or  13  hours*  walking, 
is  almost  too  much  for  one  day,  and 
it  is  usual  to  stop  for  the  night  at 


Stein.    The  word  Sast  means  toll  or 
custom-house,  whence  the  name. 

The  route  of  the  Grimsel  is  followed 
from  Meyringen  as  far  as  Im  Hof 
(p.  87),  where,  quitting  the  side  of 
the  Aar,  the  path  follows  the  course  of 
the  Gadmen,  ascending  the  valley 
called,  at  its  lower  extremity,  Muhli- 
thai,  and  higher  up  Nessel-thal.  Here 
the  narrow  Trift-thal  opens  from  the 
S.,  with  fine  glimpses  of  the  Triften-  • 
stock  and  gletscher.  Beyond  this  the 
valley  is  named  Gadmenthal. 

The  road  passes  through  a  fine 
grove  of  venerable  sycamores,  above 
which  the  Titlis  rises  superbly,  before 
you  reach 

4^  Gadmen.  (/nn;  Bear,  shaded 
by  sycamores,  clean  and  comfortable.) 
This  village  of  550  Inhab.  is  3750  ft. 
above  the  sea-level,  and  is  composed  of 
3  distinct  groups  of  houses,  Eck,  Am- 
buhl,  and  Obermatt,  f  mile  higher 
up,  11m.  from  Meyrinffen.  The  char- 
road  was  not  carried  further  than 
^he  chalets  of  Stein,  and  a  portion  of 
it  was  destroyed  a  few  years  Si,^o  by 
the  sudden  advance  of  the  glacier  of 
Stein,  which  was  originally  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  it,  descemung  from  a  valley 
on  the  S.  The  appearance  of  the 
glacier  is  remarkable,  as  it  assumes 
a  fan  shape  at  its  termination.  A 
chalet  at  tne  foot  of  the  Stein  glacier 
serves  as  a  tolerable  Inn,  fi  is  6 
hours'  walk  from  Stein  to  Meyringen. 
A  steep  ascent  of  2  hours  brings  the 
traveller  to 

3  The  top  of  the  Susten  Pass,  6980  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean, 
18  m.  from  Meyringen,  and  10  or  11 
from  Wasen.  The  view  is  very  fine  ; 
the  serrated  ridges,  and  the  many- 
pointed  peaks  of  the  mountains  bound- 
ing the  Mayenthal,  through  which  the 
descent  lies,  especially  arrest  the  at- 
tention. There  is  always  some  snow 
on  the  E.  declivity  of  the.  Pass.  The 
first  chalets  are  met  with  on  the  Hunds- 
alp.  The  stream  of  the  Mayen-Beuss, 
issuing  out  of  the  Susten  glacier  (rt.), 
under  the  Susten  Horn,  is  crossed 
several  times,  until  at  the  Hauser- 
briicke,  a  considerable  distance  below 
Fernigen,  the  unfinished  char-road 
again  commences.  Near  Fernigen  the 
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deeply  engulfed  and  foaming  Gurez- 
mittlerbach  is  crossed.  Lower  down 
is  the  village  of  Mayen,  or  Meyen, 
where  there  is  an  Inn,  not  so  good 
as  that  at  Gadmen.  Most  of  the 
houses  in  this  valley  are  protected 
from  the  descending  avalanches  by  a 
stone-dyke,  or  well-propped  palisade 
of  wood  raised  on  the  hill-side  behind 
them,  to  turn  away  the  falling  snow 
from  their  roofs.  Near  the  junction 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Mayen  and  the 
Beuss  are  shattered  remains  of  an 
hexagonal  redoubt  (schanze),  which 
was  fortified  by  the  Austrians  in 
1799,  and  stormed  and  taken  from 
them  by  the  French  under  Loison, 
who  forced  the  enemy  back  up  the 
vale  of  the  Beuss,  ancf,  after  five  as- 
saults, made  himself  master  of  Wasen, 
an  important  point.  A  very  steep 
and  rough  road  leads  down  from  this 
into  the  village. 

4  Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (p. 
101),  9  m.  from  the  summit  of  Pass. 

Hours'  walking  from  Wasen  4^  to 
the  Pass  (9  m.);  f  to  Stein  (2  m.);  If 
to  Gadmen  (5  m.);  3  to  Im  Hof,  (8 
m.);  1^  to  Meyringen  (2^m.)  =  total, 
10}  hours. 

ROUTE  33. 

THE  JOCH  PASS,  FROM  MEYRINGEN 
TO   ENGELBERO. 

Pistance  about  8^  hours=28  Eng. 
m.  Time  occupied  in  walking  it,  7^ 
hours.  This  Pass,  practicable  for 
horses  in  8-^  to  9  hours,  is  a  good 
deal  used,  though  a  very  high  one. 
It  is  a  fine  Pass,  with  considerable 
irariety  of  scenery,  commanding  beau- 
tiful views  of  the  Titlis.  As  far  as  Im 
Hof  it  is  the  same  as  Rte.  28. 

"  The  village  of  Wyler,  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  rise  above  Im  Hof,  is 
reached  in  1  hour  from  Meyringen. 
The  Gadmen  Torrent  is  there  crossed, 
and  the  path  ascends  rapidly  for  an- 
other hour,  when  the  pastures  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  Gentel  Thai 
are  reached,  in  which  is  a  pure  spring, 
very  grateful  after  the  hot  ascent  from 
Wyler.  Erom  this  point  the  path 
continues  on  a  very  gradual  rise  for 
1^  hour  up  the  pastures  of  the  Engs- 
tlen  Alp,  celebrated  for  the  Schvcing- 


FestCy  or  gymnastic  games  held  here  by 
the  youths  of  Hasli  and  Unterwalden 
at  the  end  of  July;  it  then  enters  the 
forests,  and  after  another  hour  reaches 
the  best  chalets,  near  the  Engstlen 
See,  a  considerable  lake,  which  is, 
however,  not  visible  from  them.  The 
best  acconmiodation  on  the  Pass  is  to 
be  found  in  these  chalets.  *  Near  them 
is  a  remarkable  intermittent  Spring, 
called  Wunderbrunnen,  It  flows  from 
spring  to  autumn,  always  running 
from  8  A.M.  to  about  4  p.m.,  when  it 
ceases.' — A.  E. 

"  Before  entering  the  forest  the  path 
crosses  the  Engstlerbach,  just  below 
a  very  pretty  fall  of  the  Gentbach, 
and  recrosses  the  stream  some  way 
higher  up.  After  leaving  the  chalets, 
the  path  descends  a  very  little  towards 
the  lake,  and,  keeping.for  a  few  minutes 
along  the  brink,  rises  in  about  -^  hour 
to  the  summit  of  the  Pass^  about 
7450  Eng.  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL 
The  Wenden  Stock  and  glaciers,  and 
the  Titlis,  are  fine  objects  from  here. 
There  are  two  paths  down  to  Engel- 
berg, — the  horse-path,  leading  to  the  1. 
of  the  Triib  See;  the  other  and  shorter 
one,  only  practicable  on  foot,  con- 
tinuing along  a  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  Engelbers  for  a  snort  distance,  and 
then  descending  abruptly  on  the  rt. 
to  a  plain,  on  which,  at  ^  mile  on 
the  left,  is  situated  the  Triib  See, 
fed  by  glaciers  descending  from  the 
Ochsenberg  on  the  rt.  It  is  necessary 
to  bear  away  to  the  rt-hand  extremity 
of  this  plain,  where  there  is  a  gap, 
from  which  a  very  rough  and  pre- 
cipitous path,  called  the  Pfafifenwand, 
descends  for  20  minutes  over  grass, 
and  afterwards  debris,  to  the  pastures, 
crossing  which  it  enters  the  forest  for 
J  hour,  and  shortly  reaches  " 

Engelberg  (p.  97.) 

The  ascent  of  the  Titlis  is  made 
from  the  Triib  See. 

ROUTE  34. 

THE  PASS  OF  ST.  GOTHARD,  FROM  FLlJ- 
ELEN,  ON  THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE,  TO 
BELLINZONA. 

25J  leagues  =  78|  Eng.  miles,  or  15 
posts,  each  of  1^  stunde. 

F   2 
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Eilwdgen  daily  from  Fluelen  to 
Milan  in  24  hours,  corresponding  with 
the  Steamer  from  Lucerne.  Fare  to 
Milan,  35  Fr.  fr.  From  Fluelen  to  Bel- 
linzona  in  16  hours.  It  is  a  well-regu- 
lated and  punctual  conveyance.  This 
road  is  likely  to  become  the  most  fre- 
quented approach  from  Switzerland  to 
Italy,  as  being  the  shortest;  it  is  well 
supplied  with  Fost^orseSy  by  a  private 
company. 

Omnibus,  Fliielen  to  Hospenthal 
daily. 

Posts  and  Tariff. — **  The  posting  on 
this  road  is  rather  oddly  conducted, 
and  is,  I  believe,  a  private  concern, 
though  the  tariff  is  fixed  by  the  Can- 
tonal Governments. 

Posts* 
Fiiielen  to  Andermatt    or 

Hospital    • 4 

St.  Gothard3,  Airolo  li    ,     4^ 
[  Vice  versa,  St.  Gothard  3,  Hos- 
pital 1^  but  all  in  one  stage 
both  ways.] 

Faido ♦    .     2 

[■Viceversd,  Benfort  to  Bazio  4 

francs.] 

Bodio  2,  Bellinzona  2^    .    4^ 

[Change  horses  at  Giornico,  but 

pay  at  Faido  for  the  4J  posts.] 

Magadano 1^ 

IQJ 
The  posting-  charge  is  3  F.  fr.  per 
post  and  per  horse,  and  15  sous  to 
the  postilion. 

From  Amsteg  to  Andermatt  or 
Hospital  a  Benfort  is  required,  and  it 
is  as  well  to  take  it  at  once  from  Flii- 
elen,  as  the  charge  is  (at  least  I  found 
it)  the  same.  The  horses  are  baited 
once  on  the  road,  and  if  the  traveller 
leaves  Fluelen  in  the  afternoon,  they 
can  be  required  to  stop  all  night  on 
the  road  (Amsteg  is  the  usual  and 
best  place)  without  any  extra  charge, 
and  this  plan  saves  stopping*  merely 
to  bait.  "The  frferes  Miiller,  who 
keep  the  Lion  d'Or  (poste)  at  Hos- 
penthal, have  issued  a  tariff  offering  to 
convey  travellers  over  the  St.  Gothard, 
with  or  without  carriage,  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates  with  2  horses: — from 
Fliielen  to  Hospital,  30  frs.  j  to  Airolo, 
60  frs. ;  to  Faido,  75  frs. ;  to  Bellin- 


zona, 100  frs. ;  to  Magadino,  11 5  frs. ; 
to  Lugano,  125  frs. ;  to  Como,  150  frs. 
Travellers  wishing  to  post  with. their 
horses  are  requested  to  write  the  day 
before,  stating  the  hour  of  departure 
and  the  number  of  horses.  Failing  this 
precaution,  they  should  apply  at  once 
at  the  Aigle  Tnn  at  Fliielen.**— W.  C. 
**  A  voiturier  wiU  take  a  carriage 
from  Fliielen  to  Bellinzona  for  24  fr. 
a  horse;  hirer  to  pay  all  extras. 
Voitures  k  volonte  and  horses  may  be 
hired  at  Fliielen,  Andermatt,  Hos- 
penthal (where  they  are  good),  Airolo, 
B^inzona;  but  for  the  most  part  they 
are  crazy  vehicles. 

Pedestrians  should  drive  as  far  as 
Amsteg,  where  the  ascent  properly 
begins. 

Time  posting  with  2  horses  from 
Fliielen  to 

Amsteg     .     If  to  2  hours. 
Hospital  4}  to  5  or  6      „ 
Summit  of  Pass,     2f    „ 
Airolo      •     .     •     l}    n 
Faido       .     •     .     2      „ 
Bellinzona     .     •     4      „ 
"If  the  number  of  the  party,    the 
weight  of  the  luggage,  or  the  state  of 
the  road,  give   the  slightest  excuse, 
the  traveller  will  probably  be  required 
to  take  at  least  one  *  cheval  de  renfort' 
between  Amsteg  and  the  smnmit  of 
St.  Gothard." 


This  was  anciently  perhaps  the 
most  frequented  passage  over  the 
Alps,  as  it  offered  tne  most  direct  and 
practicable  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Basle  and  Ziirich,  from  North- 
em  Switzerland  and  W.  Germany,  to 
Lombardy,  and  the  important  cities  of 
Milan  and  Genoa.  XsTot  less  than 
16,000  travellers  and  9000  horses 
crossed  it  annually  on  an  average, 
down  to  the  commencement  of  the 

E resent  century;  but  being  only  a 
ridle-path,  it  was  almost  entirely 
abandoned  after  the  construction  of 
the  carriage-roads  over  the  Simplon 
and  Bemardin.  Deprived  of  the  traffic 
across  it,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages traversed  by  the  road,  chiefly 
innkeepers  and  muleteers,  were  re- 
duced to  ruin,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
canton,   which    before    drew    20,000 


Switzerland. 


ROUTE  34, — PASS  OF  ST.  GOTHARD. 


101 


florins  annually  from  the  tolls  upon  it, 
were  seriously  diminished.  The  can- 
tons of  Uri  and  Tessin,  through  which 
this  road  runs,  at  length  became  suffi- 
ciently alive  to  their  own  interests  to 
perceive  the  necessity  of  converting  it 
into  a  carriage-road,  and  thus  render- 
ing it  fit  to  compete  with  the  rival 
routes  as  a  channel  of  communication 
and  of  transport  for  merchandise. 
In  consequence,  in  1820  the  work 
was  begun,  and  in  1832  finally  com- 
pleted and  opened.  The  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, formed  in  Uri  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cantons.  The  construction 
of  the  road  was  intrusted  to  an  en- 
•gineer  of  Altorf,  named  Miiller. 

The  poverty-stricken  canton  of  Uri 
had  scraped  together,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, funds  sufficient  to  execute  her 
portion  of  the  undertaking,  but  a 
storm,  such  as  had  not  been  known  in 
the  memory  of  man,  bursting  on  the 
«immiit  of  the  pass,  in  August,  1834, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  swept 
away  nearly  one-third  of  the  road, 
together  with  bridges  and  terraces 
without  number,  which  had  been 
constructed  with  so  much  labour, 
cost,  and  difficulty.  A  similar  tem- 
pest in  1839  efiPected  nearly  equal  de- 
struction. Considering  the  previous 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  can- 
ton, it  is  surprising  how  soon  the 
mischief  was  repaired. 

At  present  the  road  is  excellent, 
not  inferior  in  its  construction  to  any 
other  of  the  great  Alpine  highways, 
and  certainly  not  surpassed  hy  any 
in  the  interest  and  grandeur  of  its 
scenery. — B,  T. 

The  passage  is  usually  free  from 
snow  for  4  or  5  months  of  the  year ; 
but  in  the  depth  of  winter  carriages 
are  siafely  transported  across  on  open 
sledges,  except  immediately  after  a 
Bnow-storm,  when  the  road  is  some- 
times blocked  up  for  a  week. 

The  canton  of  Uri  and  the  valley 
of  the  Beufts  possess  an  historical 
celebrity,  as  the  theatre  of  the  me- 
morable campaign  of  1769,  when  the 
armies  of  the  three  nations  of  France, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  dispossessing 
«ach  Qtber  m  turns,  marched,  fought, 


and  manoeuvred,  on  heights  where 
the  snow  never  melts,  and  which  were 
previously  deemed  accessible  only  to 
goatherds  and  hunters.  In  the  month 
of  June,  in  the  above-named  year, 
the  Austrians,  aided  by  the  natives  of 
Uri,  had  expelled  the  French  from 
the  valley.  Satisfied  with  the  pos- 
session of  it,  they  passed  nearly  2 
months  in  entire  inactivity,  when,  by 
a  combined  movement,  planned  by 
Massena,  they  were  attacked  at  all 
points  by  French  corps,  poured  in 
upon  them  from  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
which  was  crossed  by  a  flotilla  of 
boats,  and  from  every  western  passage 
leading  over  the  Alps  and  into  the 
valley  of  the  Reuss.  Lecourbe  crossed 
the  ourenen,  Loison  the  Susten,  and 
Gudin,  with  a  large  force,  fought  his 
way  over  the  Grimsel  and  Furca, 
threatening  the  Austrians  in  front, 
in  flank,  and  in  the  rear.  In  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  on  the 
14th  of  August,  and  which  lasted  5 
hours,  they  were  driven  step  by  step 
up  the  valley,  as  far  as  Andermatt. 
On  the  two  following  days  the  French 
pursued  them  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Beuss  into  the  Orisons  by  the  Ober- 
alp,  where  a  bloody  encounter  took 
place.  A  little  more  than  a  month 
after  this,  intelligence  was  brought 
to  Lecourbe,  the  French  commander, 
that  another  large  army  had  appeared 
at  the  S.  foot  t)f  the  St.  Gothard. 
While  still  at  a  loss  to  imagine  to 
what  European  power  it  might  be- 
long, fresh  tidings  announced  that  it 
was  the  veteran  Suwarrow,  who,  at 
the  head  of  a  Eussian  army  of  18,000 
foot  and  5000  Cossack  horse,  had 
broken  up  from  his  encampment  in  the 
plains  <of  Lombardy,  and  now  began  to 
force  the  passa^  of  the  St.  Gothard. 
The  French  retired  slowly  but  stea- 
dily before  him  as  far  as  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  where  Lecourbe,  after  re- 
moving all  the  boats  from  Fliielen, 
entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Seedor^  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Beuss.  Suwarrow,  whose  object  was 
to  unite  himself  with  the  Bussian 
army  before  Ziirich,  of  the  defeat  of 
which  by  Massena  he  had  not  yet 
heard,    hero    found  himself  witi^out 
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the  means  of  transportine  his  army, 
threatened  on  all  sides  oy  enemies. 
He  took  little  time  to  consider,  but 
immediately  planned  and  executed 
his  wonderful  and  almost  incredible 
retreat  over  the  Ejnzig  Culm  and  into 
the  valley  of  Muotta;  and  though  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  the  French  in  his 
rear,  finally  conducted  his  army  into 
the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  loss  of 
3000  men,  of  whom  more  perished 
from  cold,  fatigue,  and  hunger,  than 
from  the  enemies*  bullets.  (See  Routes 
72,  75,  and  76.)  .    ' 

Fluelen — (Italian  Flora — Tnnt  Croix 
Blanche) — ^the  port  of  Canton  Uri,  at 
the  S.  extremitjr  of  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  is  a  small  village  in  a 
very  imhealthy  situation,  as  is  proved 
by  the  pale  faces,  crippled  limbs,  and 
soltred  necks  of  its  inhabitants;  and 
by  the  number  of  cretins  among  them. 
The  malaria  from  the  marshy  ground 
produced  by  the  deposits  of  the  Reuss 
at  its  entrance  into  the  lake,  is  the 
cause  of  this.  Works  have  been  un- 
dertaken on  a  large  scale  to  deepen 
the  mouth  of  the  Reiiss,  and  thus,  by 
draining  the  upper  country,  to  remove 
the  cause  of  malaria.  Conveyances  may 
always  be  had  here. 

The  Steamer  touches  here  3  times  a 
day  from  Lucerne,  and  returns  after  a 
short  stay;  it  takes  carriages.  (See 
Route  18,  p.  51.)  A  pier,  alongside 
of  which  the  steamers  are  moored, 
offers  a  convenient  landing-place. 
About  2  m.  off  lies 

I  AUorf—{Inns :  Adler  (Aigle  Noir), 
very  fair  and  cheap;  Ai^e  "*d'Or; 
Lowe  (Lion) ;  Clef  d'Or,  good,  and 
civil  people ;  TOurs,  tolerable.  This 
is  the  capital  of  the  canton  Uri, 
the  poorest  and  least  populous  in 
the  Confederation,  numbering  alto- 
gether only  13,500  souls :  it  is  a  dull, 
lifeless  village  of  1664Inhab.,  without 
trade  or  manufactures,  and  still  exhi- 
biting signs  of  the  conflagration  of 
1799,  which  reduced  the  larger  part 
of  it  to  ashes.  Its  only  claim  to  in- 
terest the  traveller  is  its  connexion 
with  William  Tell.  If  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  tradition.  It  was  on  the  open 
square  in  the  centre  of  Altorf  that  he 


shot  the  apple  from  off  his  son's  head. 
The  place  where  he  stood  to  take  aim 
is  marked  by  a  stone  Fountain,  sur- 
mounted with  statues  of  the  dauntless 
cross-bowman  and  his  child.  The 
lime-tree,  upon  which  Gessler's  cap 
was  stuck,  for  all  men  to  do  obeisance 
to  it  as  they  passed,  and  to  which  the 
child  was  bound,  to  serve  as  a  mark 
for  his  father's  bolt,  existed  a  withered 
trunk,  down  to  1567,  when  it  was  cut 
down  and  replaced  by  another  fountain, 
about  200  ft.  distant  from  the  first. 

The  tall  Tower,  ornamented  with 
rude  frescoes,  representing  Tell  and 
Gressler,  has  been  stated  erroneously 
by  some  writers  to  occupy  the  site  of 
the  lime-tree;  but  it  is  proved  bv  re- 
cords still  in  existence  to  have'been 
built  before  the  time  of  Tell. 

On  quitting  Altorf  the  road  crosses 
the  mouth  of  the  vale  of  Schachen, 
traversing,  by  a  bridge,  the  stream  in 
which,  according  to  tradition,  William 
Tell  lost  his  life  (1350)  in  endea- 
vouring to  rescue  a  child  from  its 
waters  swollen  by  an  inimdation. 
Tell  was  a  native  of  the  Schachenthal, 
having  been  bom  in  the  village  of 
Biirglen,  a  little  to  the  1.  of  our  road. 
A  small  Chapel,  still  standing,  rudely 
painted  with  the  events  of  his  life, 
was  built  in  1522  on  the  spot  where 
his  house  stood,  near  the  churchyard* 
The  inhabitants  of  this  valley  are 
considered  the  finest  race  of  men  in 
Switzerland.  A  path  runs  up  it,  and 
across  the  Klausen  Pass  (Route  72) 
to  the  baths  of  Stachelberg,  in  canton 
Glarus,  and  another  over  the  Kinzig 
Culm  (Rte.  79),  into  the  Muotta  Thai. 

On  the  1.  bank  of  the  Reuss,  op- 
posite its  junction  with  the  Schachen, 
stands  Attinghausen,  the  birthplace 
of  Walter  Fiirst,  one  of  the  three 
liberators  of  Switzerland:  his  house 
is  still  pointed  out.  Above  it  rise  the 
ruins  of  a  castle,  whose  baronial 
owners  became  extinct  in  1357,  when 
the  last  of  the  race  was  buried  in  his 
helm(»t  and  hauberk.  At  Bbtzlingen, 
3  m.  above  Altorf,  the  parliament 
(Landesgemeinde)  of  the  canton  Uri 
is  held  every  year,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  to  settle  the  afiBedrs  of  the 
state.    Every  male  citizen  above  the 
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age  of  20,  except  a  priest,  has  a  vote. 
The  authorities  of  the  canton,  on 
horseback,  with  the  Landammann  at 
their  head,  preceded  by  a  detachment 
of  militia,  with  military  music,  and 
the  standard  of  the  canton  attended 
by  the  beadles  in  their  costume  of 
yellow  and  black,  and  by  two  men  in 
the  ancient  Swiss  garb  of  the  same 
colour,  bearing  aloft  the  two  cele- 
brated buffido  horns  of  Uri,  march  to 
the  spot  in  procession.  From  a  semi- 
circular hustings,  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  business  of  the  day  is  pro- 
claimed to  the  assembled  crowd,  and 
the  different  speakers  deliyer  their 
harangues,  after  which  the  question 
is  put  to  ^e  vote  by  show  of  hands. 
When  all  affairs  of  state  are  de- 
spatched, the  Landammann  and  other 
public  officers  resign,  and  are  either 
re-elected  or  others  are  chosen  in 
their  place. 

The  first  part  of  the  way,  towards 
the  St.  Gothard,  lies  through  agree- 
able scenery,  among  rich  meadows, 
shaded  by  chestnut  and  walnut  trees. 
At  Klus  the  road  approaches  the 
margin  of  the  Beuss,  and  beyond 
Silinen,  where  it  is  partly  cut  through 
the  rock,  passes  under  tne  ruins  of  a 
tower,  by  some  supposed  to  be  the 
castle  of  Zvcing  Uri  (Restraint  of  Uri), 
the  construction  of  which  by  the 
tyrant  Gessler,  to  orerawe  the  pea- 
sants, roused  the  suspicion  and  indig- 
nation of  the  Swiss;  so  that  it  was 
demolished  by  them  in  1303,  on  the 
first  outbreak  of  the  revolt  against 
Austria.  Upon  the  high  road,  3^ 
leagues  from  Eliielen,  is  the  village 
of 

Amsteg  (^Inns  :  Hirsch,  Croix 
Blanche,  both  good),  delightfully 
situated,  and  although  not  a  post 
station,  it  is  a  convenient  place  for 
those  to  stop  at  who  cross  the  lake  by 
the  2  P.M.  steamer  from  Lucerne.  It 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maderaner 
or  Kerstelen  Thal^  which  stretches  E. 
as  far  as  the  base  of  the  Clariden 
Grat,  a  valley  little  visited,  but  well 
worth  exploring;  abounding  in  water- 
falls and  glaciers,  and  fir  woods  with- 
out their  equal    (See  Bte.  80.) 

3  Intschi 


The  road  now  first  crosses  the 
Beuss  and  begins  to  ascend,  having 
on  the  L  hand  the  gigantic  mass  of 
the  Bristenstock,  and  the  river  below, 
dashing  from  rock  to  rock  in  an 
almost  uninterrupted  cataract.  A 
second  bridge  carries  it  back  to  the  rt. 
bank;  and,  after  traversing  a  wood,  a 
third,  of  timber,  called  Ffaffensprung 
(priest's  leap),  from  a  fable  of  a  monk 
haying  leaped  across  it  with  a  maiden 
in  his  arms,  brings  the  traveller  to 
the  wild  torrent  llilEtyenbaeh,  descend- 
ing firom  J;he  Susten  Pass  (Bte.  32), 
which  joins  the  Beuss  immediately 
below. 

Wasen  (Jnn:  Ochs,  indifferent),  a 
village  of  550  Inhab.,  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  Beuss,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mayen- 
thaL  Near  this  a  toll  of  -^  a  batz  for 
each  person,  and  1^  F.  fr.  for  every 
carriage,  and  the  same  for  every 
horse,  is  paid.  Winding  from  side  to 
side  the  road  slowly  toils  upward  to 
Goschenen,  wherr  the  valley  assumes 
a  more  savage  character,  contracting 
into  the  narrow  ravine  of  Schellinen, 
bounded  for  nearly  3  m.  by  impending 
cliffs  of  granite.  One  vast  fragment, 
skirted  by  the  road,  was  dropped 
here,  according  to  the  popular  legend, 
by  the  devil,  and  is  thence  called 
Teufelstein.  This  defile  is  a  scene  of 
desolation  and  awful  grandeur;  the 
walls  of  rock  seem  almost  to  exclude 
the  light  of  day,  scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  is  to  be  seen,  and  nothing 
heard  but  the  wild  dashing  of  the 
Beuss  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice 
below  the  road,  firom  which  hoarse 
sounds  this  part  of  the  valley  gets  the 
name  of  KrachenthaL  The  road 
hereabouts  is  much  exposed  in  spring 
to  danger  from  avalandies.  A  new 
road  is  being  (?)  blasted  in  the  rock 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Benss  to  avoid 
this.  The  difficulties  of  the  ascent 
are  next  overcome  by  the  skill  of  the 
engineer,  who  has  constructed  a  series 
of  complicated  zigzag  terraces,  first  . 
on  one  side  of  the  Beuss  and  then  on 
the  other,  by  means  of  which,  and  of 
numerous  bridges,  the  traveller  at 
length  reaches 

The  DeviVs  Bridge,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  sten»  but  magni- 
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ficent  scenery  of  the  whole  pass.  The 
Eeuss  leaps  down  Into  the  head  of  this 
savage  gorge  in  a  lofty  cataract,  and 
in  the  very  midst  of  its  din  and  spray 
2  bridges  have  been  thrown  across. 
Very  precipitous  rocks  of  granite, 
remarkable  for  the  stem  nake&ess  of 
their  surface,  hem  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  on  both  sides;  those  on  the  left 
bank  leaving  not  an  inch  of  space  for 
the  sole  of  a  foot  at  their  base,  except 
what  has  been  hewn  out  of  it  by 
human  art.  For  ages  this  must  have 
been  an  impassable  den,  a  complete 
cul-de-sac,  until,  by  human  ingenuity, 
the  torrent  was  bridged  and  the  rock 
bored  through.  The  old  brid^,  a 
thin  segment  of  a  circle,  spannmg  a 
terrific  abyss,  had  originaUy  an  air 
at  once  of  boldness  and  fragihty,  much 
of  which  it  has  lost  by  the  contrast 
with  the  towering  and  more  solid 
structure  that  has  now  entirely  su- 
perseded it,  and  seems,  as  it  were,  to 
domineer  over  it.  The  single  arch 
of  slight  masonry,  suspended  in 
the  air  at  a  height  of  70  ft.  above 
the  Beuss,  with  scarce  a  parapet  at 
the  side,  and  with  barely  breadth  to 
allow  two  persons  to  pass,  almost 
seemed  to  tremble  with  the  rushing 
of  the  torrent  under  the  feet  of  the 
traveller.  Modem  improvements  have 
deprived  the  bridge  and  its  vicinity 
of  much  of  its  terror  and  sublimity. 
A  commodious  and  gradually  slop- 
ing terrace,  hewn  out  of  the  solid 
rock  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  leads 
to  the  broad  and  massive  new  bridge, 
which,  though  nearer  to  the  fall 
than  the  old,  may  be  passed  without 
the  slightest  emotion  of  the  nerves, 
thanks  to  its  soliditjr  and  high  para- 
pets.  The  construction  of  this  part 
of  the  road  presented  great  difficulties 
to  the  engineer  from  the  hardness  and 
smoothness  of  the  precipitous  rocks 
and  the  want  of  easy  access  to  them ; 
indeed,  the  mines  necessary  for  blast- 
ing the  granite  could  only  be  formed 
by  workmen  suspended  by  ropes  from 
above,  and  dangling  in  the  air  like 
spiders  at  the  end  of  their  threads. 
The  ancient  bridge  was  first  founded 
by  Abbot  Gerald,  of  Einsiedeln,  in 
1118,  so  that,  in  the  naming  of  it,  the 


devil  has  received  more  than  his  due: 
it  has  been  allowed  to  remain  beneath 
the  new  bridge,  though  no  longer  of 
any  use.  During  the  extraormnary 
campaign  of  1799,  the  Devil's  Bridge 
and  the  defile  of  the  Schellinen  were 
twice  obstinately  contested  within  the 
space  of  little  more  than  a  month.  On 
the  14th  of  August  the  united  French 
column,  under  Lecourbe  and  Loison, 
having  surprised  the  Austrians,  drove 
them  up  the  valley  of  the  Beuss,  as 
far  as  this  bridge,  which,  having  been 
converted  into  an  entrenched  position, 
was  defended  by  them  for  some  time. 
The  ancient  Devil's  Bridge  was  ap- 
proached from  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  by  a  terrace  abutting  against 
the  precipice,  interrupted  in  one  place 
by  a  chasm.  The  road  was  continued 
over  this  upon  an  arch  of  masonry 
which  supported  a  sort  of  causeway. 
— ¥.  L.  At  last  even  this  was  car- 
ried by  the  French,  who,  in  their  im- 
petuous pursuit,  followed  their  ene- 
mies across  the  arch.  In  a  moment, 
while  a  crowd  of  combatants  were 
upon  it,  it  was  blown  into  the  air,  and 
hundreds  were  precipitated  into  the 
abyss  below.  During  the  night  the 
Austrians,  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  another  French  force  in  their  rear, 
evacuated  altogether  the  valley  of  the 
Beuss.  On  the  24th  of  the  following 
September  the  tide  of  war  took  an 
opposite  turn.  Suwarrow,  pouring 
down  from  the  summit  of  the  St. 
Gothard,  at  the  head  of  5000  horse 
and  18,000  foot,  compelled  the  French, 
in  their  turn,  to  retire  before  him. 
The  progress  of  the  Bussians  was  ar- 
rested here  for  a  short  time,  as  they 
found  the  road  broken  up,  the  Umer- 
loeh  filled  with  rocks,  and  the  passage 
down  the  valley  interrupted  by  the 

fap  in  the  causeway  beyona  the 
ridge,  caused  by  the  blowing  up  of 
the  arch.  A  murderous  fire  from  the 
French  swept  av^y  all  who  ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  chasm ;  but 
the  Bussian  columns,  eager  for  ad-« 
vance,  by  their  pressure,  pushed  the 
foremost  ranks  into  the  foaming  Beuss. 
The  impediments  in  the  ToSd  were 
soon  removed;  an  extemporaneous 
bridge  was  constructed  by  binding 
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together  beams  of  -wood  widi  officers* 
scarfs ;  and  over  this  the  Bussian 
army  passed,  pursuing  the  -enemy  as 
far  as  Altdorf. 

Lnmediately  above,  after  passing 
tiie  Devil's  Bridge,  the  road  is  carried 
through  a  tunnel,  bored  for  180  feet 
through  the  solid  rock,  called  Umer^ 
loch,  or  Sole  of  Uri,  It  is  16  ft. 
high,  and  16  ft.  broad.  Previous  to 
its  construction,  in  1707,  the  only 
mode  of  passing  the  buttress  of  rock 
which  here  prcwects  into  the  river,  so 
as  to  deny  all  passage,  was  by  a 
bridge,  or  shelf  of  boards,  suspended 
on  the  outside  by  chains  from  above. 
By  means  of  this  the  traveller  doubled, 
as  it  were,  the  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain, enveloped  in  the  spray  of  the 
torrent,  within  a  few  feet  of  which 
the  frail  structure  was  hun?.  The 
Gallery  of  Uri  was  origin^y  con- 
structed by  a  Swiss  engineer  named 
Moretini ;  but  was  only  passable  for 
Tnules,  until,  in  reconstructing  the  St. 
Gothard  Boad,  It  was  enlarged  to  ad 
mit  carriages. 

Out  of  this  gallery  the  traveller 
emerges  into  the  wide  basin-shaped 
pastoral  valley  of  Urseren,  which,  in 
contrast  with  the  fiavuge  gorge  of 
ScheUinen,  and  from  the  suddenness 
of  the  transition,  has  obtained  from 
most  travellers  Ihe  praise  of  beauty 
and  fertility.  Taken  by  itself,  how- 
ever, it  has  little  but  its  verdure  to 
recommend  it:  owing  to  its  great 
height,  4356  ft.  above  3ie  sea,  scarcely 
any  trees  grow  in  it,  and  the  inha- 
bitants sum)ly  themselves  with  com 
for  bread  from  more  fortunate  lands. 
It  was  probably  once  a  lake^  until  a 
passage  was  opened  for  the  Keuss 
through  the  rocks  <tf  Scjhellinen.  It 
was  originally  colonised,  it  is  sup- 
posed, by  the  Bhsetians.  The  usual 
entrance  to  it  was  by  the  pass  of  the 
Oberalp.  Its  inhabitaxits  spoke  the 
language  of  the  Grisons,  and  (he  val- 
ley was  a  dependence  of  the  abbot  of 
J>issentis.  Down  to  the  14th  century 
it  remained  closed  up  at  its  lower  ex- 
tremity, and  had  no  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  lower  valley  of  the 
Reuss.  About  that  time,  however,  a 
path  seems  to  have  been  opened ;  and 


the  men  of  Urseren,  allying  them- 
selves with  those  of  Uri,  threw  off  the 
yoke  -of  their  former  feudal  lords.  A 
mile  irom  the  gallery  of  Uri  lies 

4|  Andermatt,  or  Urseren  (ItaL 
Orsera)— (/ww;-  DreiKonige,  3  Kings, 
fallen  off;  Hdtel  du  St.  Gothard, 
clean  and  comfortable,  1851).  It  is 
a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  and  the  diiief 
place  of  the  valley,  4450  ft.  above 
the  sea-leveL  The  honey  and  cheese 
made  on  the  surrounding  pastures  are 
excellent;  and  the  red  trout  of  the 
Oberalp  See  enjoy  tho  reputation, 
with  hungry  travellers,  of  being  the 
finest  in  the  world.  They  are  at 
least  an  excellent  dish,  either  at 
breakfast  or  dinner.  The  Church  of  St. 
Columhanus  is  said  to  have  been  built 
by  the  Lombards.  On  the  slope  of 
the  mountaia  of  St  Anne,  which  is 
surmounted  by  «  glacier,  above  the 
village,  are  ^e  scanty  remains  of  a 
forest,  the  last  relic  of  that  which 
perhaps  at  one  time  clothed  the  sides 
of  the  valley  entirely.  "  It  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  with  one  of  its  angles 
pointed  upwards ;  and  is  so  placed  as 
not  only  to  break  the  fall  of  heavy 
bodies  of  snow,  but  to  divide  the 
masses,  throwing  them  off  on  its  two 
sides.  It  is  now  a  slight  and  seem- 
ingly  a  perishable  defence."  The  im- 
providence of  the  inhabitants,  at  an 
early  period,  had  reduced  it  to  a 
small  grove,  which  those  of  later 
times  had  learned  to  value  for  the  pro- 
tection it  afforded  to  their  dwellings 
from  falling  avaianches.  They  there- 
fore guarded  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
abstaining  from  cutting  down  a  stem 
of  it ;  but,  in  179^,  foreign  invaders, 
reckless  of  the  consequences,  felled  a 
great  part  of  it,  and  consumed  it  for 
firewood,  or  to  repair  the  Devil's 
Bridge. 

This  was  but  one  of  the  evils  which 
that  calamitous  year  brought  upon 
this  remote  and  peaceful  vaUey,  when 
the  armies  of  three  nations  chose  it 
for  the  arena  of  their  combats,  letting 
loose  the  furies — fire,  famine,  and 
slaughter — upon  its  unfortunate  inha- 
bitants. Suwarrow's  hordes  arrived 
at  Andermatt  in  that  year,  famished 
with  hunger.  Like  ravenous  wolves, 
F   3 
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they  seized  and  consumed  everything 
they  could  lay  hands  on.  They  greedily 
devoured  a  store  of  soap  which  they 
found  in  the  larder  of  the  inn ;  and,  cut- 
ting into  pieces  some  skins  which  had 
been  hung  out  to  dry  previously  to 
being  tanned,  boiled  and  ate  them  also. 

A  bridle-path  stretches  up  the  steep 
lateral  valley  behind  A  ndermatt,  across 
the  Oberalp  and  past  its  lake,  to  Dis- 
aentis,  in  the  Grisons.    (Rte.  77.) 

The  vale  of  Urseren  is  about  9  m. 
long,  and  nearly  1  broad..  It  contains 
4  villages,  and  1360  Inhabs.,  who  gain 
a  subsistence  by  rearing  cattle  and 
keeping  dairies,  and  by  forwarding 
the  transit  of  goods  across  the  St. 
Gothard,for  which  purpose  300  horses 
are  kept  in  it.    At  Andermatt,  Hos- 

nl,  and  Airolo,  are  many  mineral- 
ers,  from  whom  specimens  may 
be  purchased  of  the  numerous  rare 
and  valuable  minerals  with  which 
the  range  of  the  St.  Gothard  abounds. 
The  variety  of  species  is  surprising, 
and  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralogist 
derives  some  of  the  rarest  substances 
from  these  Alps. 

On  the  L  of  the  road,  in  going  to 
Hospital,  two  rude  stone  pillars  may 
be  seen  :  they  are  the  potence  or 
^llows  belonging  to  Andermatt, 
dating  from  the  time  when  the  valley 
of  Urseren  was  an  independent  state, 
and"  Andermatt,  the  chief  place  in  it, 
enjoyed  the  right  of  criminal  juris- 
diction, now  removed  to  Altdon.  It 
is  curious  to  observe  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  possession  of  a  gallows,  and 
the  right  of  hanging  criminals  there- 
on, was  an  object  of  pride  in  ancient 
times.  Such  relics  as  this  may  be 
found  throughout  Switzerland:  they 
seem  everywhere  to  have  been  pre- 
served almost  with  veneration,  and 
are  kept  in  constant  repair,  though 
destined  never  more  to  be  used.  , 

2g  Hospital,  or  Hospenthal — Inn: 
Goldener  Lowe  (Golden  Lion),  good. 
Excellent  honey  and  trout,  and  stout 
horses  and  good  carriages  ;  intelli- 
gent landlord. 

Hospital  receives  its  name  from 
an  hospice  which  no  longer  exists. 
Above  the  village  rises  a  venerable 
tower,  said  to  be,  like  the  church  of 


Andermatt,  a  work  of  the  Lombards. 
There  is  a  fine  collection  of  minerals 
for  sale,  formed  by  two  monks :  the 
prices  seem  high. 

The  mule -path  over  the  Furca 
(Bte.  30)  leads  hence,  in  5  hours,  to 
the  glacier  of  the  Khone,  and  in  2 
more  to  the  hospice  of  the  GrimseL 

The  high  road  now  quits  the  valley 
of  Urseren,  and  following  the  course 
of  the  Keuss,  begins  to  ascend  by  nu- 
merous zigzags  to  the  summit  of  the 
St.  Gothard,  which  may  be  reached 
in  about  2^  hours  from  Hospital. 

Under  the  name  of  St.  Gothard  are 
comprised,  not  merely  the  depression, 
or  col,  over  which  the  road  passes,  but 
a  group  or  clump  of  mountains,  all 
exceeding  in  elevation  the  snow  line, 
situated  between  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Vallais,  Ticino,  and  Grisons;  and  con- 
taining the  sources  of  the  Bhine,  the 
Khone,  the  Eeuss,  and  the  Ticino,  all 
of  which,  with  innumerable  tributaries, 
rise  within  a  circle  of  10  miles,  de- 
scribed from  the  summit  of  the  Pass. 

The  river  Reuss  may  be  said  to  fall, 
rather  than  flow,  into  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons.  Between  Urseren  and 
Fluelen  it  descends  2500  feet,  and  be- 
tween Urseren  and  the  top  of  the  Pass 
2000  feet,  forming  a  succession  of  cata- 
racts. Near  the  summit  of  the  Pass, 
the  road  crosses  it  for  the  last  time  by 
the  bridge  of  Bodunt,  which  marks  the 
boundary  of  the  cantons  Uri  and 
Ticino.  The  source  of  the  Beuss  is 
in  the  small  lake  of  Lucendro,  a  short 
distance  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  summit  of  the  Pass  (6808  feet 
above  the  sea)  is  a  valley,  or  saddle- 
shaped  depression,  in  the  great  granite 
ridge  of  the  central  chain,  ovenooked 
by  snow-clad  peaks  varying  between 
8000  and  10,000  feet  in  height.  It  is 
a  scene  of  the  most  complete  sterility 
and  desolation:  the  road  winds  among 
several  other  small  lakes  or  ponds, 
some  of  which  flow  N.,  but  the  greater 
part  are  feeders  of  the  Ticino,  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Pass.  They  may,  in- 
deed, be  regarded  as  the  head-waters 
of  that  river,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  canton  Tessin,  or  Ticino. 

The  Hospice  ( ll-J  leagues  from 
Fluelen,  14^  from  Bellinzona),  a  msA* 
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sive  and  roomy  building,  constructed 
at  the  expense  of  the  canton  Ticino, 
which  has  also  caused  several  houses 
of  refuge  to  be  built,  is  designed  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers,  being 
fitted  up  roughly  as  an  inn,  containing 
15  beds,  under  tne  management  of  two 
Capuchin  friars.  Attached  to  it  are 
warehouses  for  goods.  A  very  hum- 
ble hospice  and  a  chapel  have  existed 
on  this  spot  ever  since  the  13th  cen- 
tury, owin^  their  origin  to  the  Abbot 
of  Dissentis,  who  stationed  a  monk 
here  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  as 
well  as  physical  wants  of  distressed 
travellers.  In  the  17th  century,  St. 
Carlo  Borromeo  suggested  the  con- 
struction of  a  hospice  on  a  larger 
scale,  which,  after  his  death,  was  exe- 
cuted by  his  brother.  This  building 
was  swept  away  in  1775  by  an  ava- 
lanche: another,  which  succeeded  it, 
was  gutted  by  the  French,  while  en- 
camj^  on  this  spot  in  1799-1800,  and 
every  particle  of  wood  burnt  as  fueL 
This  older  hospice,  however,  is  still 
kept  up.  It  was  until  lately  the  only 
house  for  the  reception  of  travellers 
on  the  summit  There  is  an  Irm,  of 
a  humble  kind,  close  to  the  road. 

The  passage  in  vnnter  and  spring  is 
by  no  means  free  from  danger:  the 
snow  is  sometimes  heaped  up  in  drifts 
40  feet  high  on  the  summit,  and  the 
descent  towards  Airolo  is  much  ex- 
posed at  times  to  tourmentes  and  ava- 
lanches (§  18),  A  year  seldom  passes 
ivithout  tide  loss  of  3  or  4  lives,  and  at 
times  melancholy  catastrophes  have 
occurred.  The  spot  called  Buco  dei 
Calanchetti  is  so  named  from  a  party 
of  glaziers  from  the  Val  Calanka, 
who,  persisting  in  pushing  on  from 
the  hospice,  in  spite  of  the  warnings 
of  the  inmates,  were  buried  here  be- 
neath the  snow.  In  1478  an  avalanche 
swept  away  a  troop  of  60  Swiss  sol- 
diers; YA  1624,  another,  which  fell 
from  the  Cassskdra,  buried  300  per- 
sons; and  one  in  1814  overwhelmed 
40  horses  laden  with  goods.  The 
new  line  of  road  is  carried  as  much  as 
possible  out  of  the  course  of  these 
dangers,  and,  though  it  is  unprotected 
by  any  covered  gafieries,  accidents  of 
t£is  kind  are  more  rare. 


The  descent  towards  Italy  disjplays 
much  skilful  engineering;  ana  the 
difficulties  of  a  slope,  much  steeper  on 
this  side  than  on  the  other,  have  been 
overcome  by  a  series  of  zigzag  ter- 
races not  exceeded  in  numbers  and 
tortuous  direction  on  any  other  Alpine 
pass.  They  begin  a  little  beyond  the 
hospice,  and  continue  nearly  all  the 
way  to  Airolo.  The  turnings  are  less 
sharp  than  on  many  other  passes; 
and  a  carriage  drawn  by  horses  accus- 
tomed to  the  work  may  trot  down  at 
a  quick  pace.  Near  the  uppermost 
zigzag  the  words  Suwarrow  Victor,  in 
large  letters  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
record  the  success  of  the  Russians  in 
gaining  the  Pass  from  the  French  in 
1799.  It  was  on  this  ascent  that  the 
Russian  grenadiers  were  for  some 
time  arrested  by  the  fire  of  the  French 
riflemen  posted  behind  rocks  and 
trees.  The  agedSuwarrow,  indignant 
at  being  foil^  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  caused  a  grave  to  be  dug,  and, 
lying  down  in  it,  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  be  buried  on  the  spot  where 
"his  children"  had  been  repulsed. 
This  appeal  was  responded  to  by  his 
soldiers  with  warmtii,  and,  when  he 
once  more  put  himself  at  their  head, 
they  drove  the  republicans  from  their 
position.  The  guUv  down  which  the 
road  passes  is  called  Val  Tremola 
(Germ.  Triimmeln  Thai),  Trembling 
Valley,  from  its  supposed  effect  on 
the  nerves  of  those  who  passed  it. 
Since  the  new  road  has  been  made,  its 
terrors,  whatever  they  were  previously, 
have  been  much  softened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, exposed  to  some  danger  from 
avalanches  in  spring;  and  one  or  two 
houses  of  refuge  have  been  built  to 
shelter  travellers.  A  very  pretty  mi- 
neral, named  from  this  locality,  where 
it  was  first  found,  Tremolite,  abounds 
in  the  rock  of  the  vallejr,  and  speci- 
mens of  it  occur  even  in  the  walls 
and  loose  stones  at  the  road-side. 
The  old  road  lay  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Ticino;  the  new  keeps  on  the  rt. 
side  of  it,  and  before  reaching  Airolo 
makes  many  wide  sweeps  along  the 
flank  of  the  mountain,  up  into  the 
Val  Bedretto,  traversing  tne  forest  of 
Fiotella,  where  the  slate  rocks  are  full 
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of  crystals  of  garnet.  The  view  up 
and  down  the  vale  of  the  Ticino  and 
over  the  snowy  mountains  on  the 
opposite  side  of  it  is  extremely  grand. 

2f  Airolo  (Germ.  Eriels) — Iims : 
Tre  Re,  good  ;  Post.  Airolo  lies 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Tessin,  near 
the  junction  of  the  branch  flowing 
out  of  the  Val  Bedretto  with  that 
rising  on  the  St.  Gothard.  It  is  3794 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  its  inha- 
bitants, both  in  habit  and  language, 
are  Italian.  The  situation  at  the  foot 
of  St.  Gothard,  and  the  consequent 
transit  of  travellers  and  goods,  are  its 
chief  sources  of  prosperity.  It  pos- 
sesses a  relic  of  antiquity:  the  stump 
of  a  tower  called  II  Castello,  and  Casa 
dei  Fagani,  built,  it  is  said,  by  Desi- 
derius  King  of  the  Lombards,  a.d.  774. 
The  Lombard  kings  constructed  a  line 
of  similar  forts  from  this  all  the  way  to 
Como,  many  of  which  will  be  passed  by 
the  traveller  in  descending  the  valley. 

The  sunmiit  of  the  Pass  may  be 
reached  from  Airolo  by  a  light  carriage 
in  2^  or  3  hrs. ;  by  the  old  road  a  pe- 
destrian might  reach  it  in  less  than  2. 

Several  mule-^aths  also  concen- 
trate here.  1.  That  leading  up  the 
Val  Bedretto  to  the  Ntifanen  Pass 
(Boute  35),  and  to  the  Gries  (Route 
29) :  2.  Over  the  Lukmanier  into  the 
Grisons  (Route  78);  3.  A  summer 
path,  and  difficult,  up  the  Val  Canaria, 
past  the  beautiful  waterfiill  of  Cal- 
caccia(?),  and  over  the  Sella-Grat  to 
Andermatt,  in  5  hours.* 

The  Val  Bedretto  terminates  about 
2  miles  below  Airolo,  at  the  mouth  ot 
the  picturesque  glen  of  Stalvedro,which 
is  guarded  on  the  rt.  by  a  Lombard 
tower  of  KingDesiderius,  near  Quinto 
This  pass  was  defended  Sept.  1799,  by 
a  body  of  600  French  against  3000 
grenadiers  of  Suwarrow's  army  for 
12  hrs.,  after  which  they  effected  their 
retreat  over  the  Nufeinen  into  the 
Vallais.  The  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Ticino  traversed  by  the  road  from 
this  to  Biasca  is  called.  Val  Levantina 
— Livinen  Thai  in  Germ.  A  few  miles 
lower  down  the  river  threads  another 
defile,  named  after  a  toll-house  within  it 

*  Any  personal  information  respecting  these 
thre«  p«ue*  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Editor. 


Dazio  Grande,  It  is  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  scenes  on  the  whole 
route.  It  is  a  rent  in  the  Monte 
Fiottino  (Flatifer),  nearly  a  mile 
long,  and  so  narrow  that  in  ancient 
times  the  path  down  the  vaUey 
found  no  access  to  it,  but  was  carried 
over  the  mountains,  high  above  the 
river  on  either  side.  The  carriage- 
road  threaded  the  depths  of  the  gorge, 
supported  for  a  great  part  of  the  way 
on  arches  and  terraces,  and  crossing 
the  river  thrice  on  bridges.  During 
the  storms  of  1834  and  of  1839,  the 
swollen  Ticino  swept  away  nearly  the 
whole  of  these  costly  construetions,  the 
defile  was  rendered  totally  impassable, 
and  travellers  were  compelled  to  find 
their  way  by  the  long-abandoned  foo1> 
path  over  the  heights.  A  new  line  is 
now  constructed  at  a  higher  level  above 
the  river,  out  of  the  reach  of  inunda- 
tions, to  replace  that  which  has  been 
destroyed  ; — a  proof  of  the  immense 
difficulty  of  maintaining  a  road  over  the 
Alps.  The  descent  is  less  rapid  than 
the  old  line  ;  it  passes  3  short  tunnels. 

Cheval  de  renfort^  Dazio  to  Faido, 
4  fr. ;  and  Faido  to  St  Gothard,  6  fr. 

Chestnut-trees  first  appear  soon 
after  quitting  the  defile  of  Dazio,  and 
vines  are  cultivated  at 

31  Faido  —  (Inns :  Angelo,  very 
good  ; — Sole) — ^the  principal  place  in 
the  valley,  a  small  town  of  615  Inhab. 
A  revolt  of  the  people  of  the  Val 
Levantina,  in  1755,  against  their  ty^ 
rannical  lords  and  masters  the  cow- 
herds of  Uri,  to  whom  they  had  been 
subject  since  the  16th  century,  was 
terminated  on  this  spot  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  ringleaders,  whose  heads 
were  fastened  to  the  trunks  of  the 
vast  chestnut-trees,  in  the  presence 
of  3000  men  of  the  valley.  The  troops 
of  the  Confederation  had  previously 
surrounded  and  disarmed  this  ill* 
starred  band  of  rebels,  and  afterwards 
compelled  them,  on  bended  knees,  to 
sue  for  mercy.  The  revolt  was,  perhaps, 
not  to  be  justified  ;  but  one  thins  at 
least  is  certain,  that  the  freedom  which 
had  been  the  boast  of  the  Swiss  repub<« 
licans  was,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  denied  by  them  to  the  states 
dependent  on  them,  who  groaned  under 
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a  bondage  more  intolerable  than  that 
of  any  monarchical  desootism  !  A 
footpath  runs  from  Faido  over  the 
liukmanier  (Rte.  78)  to  Dissentis. 

Through  a  highly  cultivated  tract 
the  road  reaches  another  fine  defile 
full  of  chestnut  trees. 

Giomico  (Germ.  Imis :  Inn,  La 
Cor(Mia,  dirty)  ;  a  village  of  700  Inhab. 
A  high  tower:  the  Ch,  of  Santa  Maria 
di  OastellOy  whose  substructure  is  said 
to  exhibit  traces  of  a  fort,  attributed 
to  the  Gauls  (?),  and  the  Ch.  of  San 
Nicholas  da  Mira,  regarded  by  the 
vulgar  as  originaUy  a  heathen  temple. 
Bom  these  churches  are  certainly  ex- 
amples of  the  earliest  form  of  Christian 
buildings,  and  highly  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
"Service  is  not  performed  in  St. 
Nicholas,  though  it  is  kept  in  repair. 
The  architecture  is  of  the  rudest  Ro- 
manesque style,  and  the  E.  end  offers, 
perhaps,  the  most  unaltered  specimen 
of  the  choir  raised  upon  substructions 
that  can  hardly  be  called  a  crypt, 
found  in  the  ancient  Lombard 
churches  of  Italy,  distinguished  by 
staircases,  whereas  it  here  subsists  in 
its  primitive  form.  The  whole  neigh- 
bourhood is  exceedingly  picturesque, 
and  deserving  at  least  of  quite  as 
much  attention  as  many  places  which 
«njoy  much  more  extended  reputa- 
tion."**— P.  **  The  number  and  height 
of  the  church-towers  on  the  side  of 
the  Alps,  eren  on  spots  where  wealtli 
and  population  appear  most  scanty, 
are  among  the  most  striking  features 
of  this  country.  Instead  of  being  sur- 
mounted by  spires,  as  in  the  Roman 
CathoHc  yalleys  of  the  neighbouring 
Grisons,  they  are  here  piled  story  upon 
story  in  the  Italian  fashion,  sometimes 
reaching  even  to  an  eighth  tier,  and 
ending  m  a  ridge  roof." — J.  F. 

Haff  way  to 

^  Bodio  a  heap  of  large  rocks 
(Sassi  Grossi)  serves  as  a  monument 
of  the  victory  gained  here  in  1478 
over  the  Milanese  by  the  Swiss,  who 
had  made  a  foray  across  the  StGothard 
as  &r  as  Bellinzona,  under  pretext  of 
redressing  the  injury  done  by  the 
Milanese,  in  having  felled  some  trees 
belonging  to  canton  Uri.    The  winter 


had  set  in  with  severity,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  Svidss  had  returned  across 
the  pass  with  their  plunder,  leaving 
behind  only  about  600  men  under 
Captains  Stranga  of  Giomico,  and 
Troger  of  Uri.  The  Milanese,  15,000 
strong,  pressed  forward  to  expel  the 
highlana  invaders,  who,  resorting  to 
stratagem  to  counteract  the  prepon- 
derance of  numbers,  laid  the  flat  land 
in  this  part  of  the  valley  under  water, 
and  placing  themselves  behind  it, 
awaited  their  enemies  at  the  foot  of 
some  rocks.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  the  water  froze  hard,  and  next 
morning,  while  the  advance  of  the 
Italians  across  the  ice  was  naturally 
slow  and  faltering,  the  Swiss,  pro- 
vided  with  crampons  to  cross  tneir 
native  glaciers,  rushed  down  upon 
them  in  a  furious  charge,  and  at  once 
put  them  to  the  rout.  Their  con- 
fusion was  increased  by  vast  masses 
of  rock  hurled  frt)m  the  cliffs  above 
by  parties  stationed  for  the  purpose, 
ana  the  slaughter  was  enormous. 
According  to  some  accounts  1400,  ac- 
cording to  others  4000,  of  the  Milanese 
fell  on  this  occasion. 

The  Yal  Levantina  terminates  a 
little  beyond  PoUegio,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Blegno.  After  crossing  that 
river  the  traveller  reaches 

1  Biasca  (^Inn:  Union,  poor  and 
slovenly),  which  also  contains  a  very 
ancient  chureh,  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  hilL  A  chain  of  chapels,  or 
Via  Crucis,  leads  from  it  up  to  the 
Chapel  of  St  Petronilla,  whence  there 
is  a  pleasing  view. 

In  1512  an  earthquake  shook  down 
from  the  mountain  of  Yal  Crenone, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Yal  Blegno, 
so  vast  a  mass  of  earth  and  rock  that 
it  arrested  the  course  of  the  river,  and 
extended  high  up  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley.  For  nearly  two  years, 
so  g^at  was  the  strength  of  this  dam 
that  the  waters  accumulated  behind  it 
into  a  lake  many  miles  in  extent,  in- 
undating numerous  villages,  and  driv- 
ing out  the  inhabitants  by  the  rising 
flood.  At  length,  in  1514,  it  began  to 
flow  over  the  barrier,  which,  being 
thus  loosened  and  weakened,  suddenly 
gave  way  about  Faster.    The  deluge 
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thus  occasioned  swept  off  everything 
before  it — towns,  villages,  houses,  and 
trees,  as  far  as  Bellinzona  (a  part  of 
which  was  destroyed),  and  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  The  accumulated  debris 
of  rocks  and  mud  which  it  carried 
down  with  it  covered  the  cultivated 
land  with  desolation,  and  marks  of 
the  ruin  thus  caused  may  be  still 
traced  along  the  valley.  Various 
causes,  conformable  with  the  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  times,  were  as- 
signed for  this  catastrophe.  Some 
attributed  it  to  the  vengeance  of  God 
against  the  sins  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Biasca,  called  forth  by  the  power  of  a 
Papal  Brief ;  others  traced  it  to  the 
innuence  of  "  certain  magicians  from 
Armenia."  It  is  satisfactorily  ac- 
oouDted  for  by  the  supposition  of  an 
earthquake,  since  at  the  same  time  a 
similar  fall  took  place  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  mountain,  which 
buried  the  village  of  Campo  Bagnino, 
in  the  Val  Calanka. 

1 J  Osogno.  About  8  m.  below  Bi- 
asca the  Moesa  is  crossed,  and  our 
road  falls  into  that  from  the  pass  of 
the  Bernardin  (Route  90),  near  the 
battle-field  of  Arbedo,  which  was  as 
fatal  to  the  Swiss  as  that  of  Giornico 
was  to  their  opponents.  An  account 
of  it,  as  well  as  a  full  description  of  . 

•3J  Bellinzona^  is  given  in  Koute  90. 

ROUTE  35. 

PASS  OF  THE  NUFENEN  (NOVENA)  PROM 
OBEBGESTELEN  TO  AIROLO. 

9  hours  =  29  Eng.  m.  This  is 
neither  a  difficult  nor  a  very  fine 
pass.  The  way  is  tolerabh^  clear,  and 
by  travellers  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains might  be  found  without  a  guide. 
It  is  a  horsepath,  ascending  the  vale  of 
Eginen,  as  in  Route  29,  but,  before 
reaching  the  Gries  Glacier,  turns  to 
the  L,  and  crossing  the  ridge  of  the 

3A  Nufenen,  7260  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  Unlike  the  sunmiit  of  the 
Gries,  which  is  covered  with  a  glacier, 
this  pass  has  grass  on  its  very  top, 
which  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
S.  side  of  the  Bernese  Oberland  moun- 
tains. There  is  at  times  a  good  deal 
of  snow  on  the  other  side.    The  path 


descends  into  the  Val  Bedretto.  On 
the  S.  slope  of  the  pass  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  river  Ticino  takes  its 
rise.  The  path  descends  along  its  1. 
bank  to  the 

Ih.  40m.  Hospice  al'  Acqua,  a  house 
of  refuge  to  accommodate  travellers, 
5000  ft.  above  the  sea,  dirty  and  full  of 
fleas,  3  hours' walk  from  Airolo.  A  path 
crosses  the  valley  from  this  S.  into  the 
Val  Formazza  to  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa 
(see  p.  93).  The  Val  Bedretto,  from 
its  elevation,  has  but  an  inhospitable 
climate;  long  winters,  and  frosts  not 
uncommonly  in  the  height  of  summer, 
morning  and  evening.  It  is  clothed 
with  forests  and  pastures,  from  which 
its  612  inhabitants  derive  support  in 
summer ;  while  in  winter  the  males 
migrate  to  Italy,  to  seek  employment 
as  servants.  It  is  flanked  on  either 
side  with  glaciers,  and  is  dreadfully 
exposed  to  avalanches  (§  18).  The 
masses  of  fallen  snow  often  remain 
unmelted  on  the  margin  of  the. Ticino 
tiU  the  end  of  September.    At 

li  Bedretto,  tne  principal  hamlet, 
the  church-tower,  which  has  been 
once  swept  away,  along  with  the  par- 
sonage, is  now  protected  by  an  angu- 
lar buttress,  directed  toward  the  side 
from  which  the  avalanches  fall,  so  as 
to  break  and  turn  them  away.  The 
valley  leading  to  Airolo  is  very  pleas- 
ing. In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley 
a  scanty  crop  of  rye  is  grown. 

2  Airolo,  in  Route  34,  p.  108. 

ROUTE  38. 

PASS  OP  THE  GEMMI,  THUN  TO  THE 
BATHS  OF  LEUK  (LOECHE),  AND  TO 
LEUK  IN  THE  VALLAIS. 

16  hours  =  52  Eng.  m. 

The  Gemmi  (pronounced  Ghemml) 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  passes 
across  the  Alps.  Its  scenery  is,  per- 
haps, extraordinary  rather  than  grand, 
and  to  be  seen  to  advantage  it  ought 
to  be  approached  from  me  Vallais. 
There  is  a  good  char-road  as  £ar  as 
Kandersteg,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
pass :  the  pass  itself,  and  the  space 
between  it  and  the  Baths,  can  only  be 
surmounted  on  foot  or  on  horseback. 
If  this  journey  be  not  made  in  one 
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day,  it  is  far  better  to  stop  at  Fru- 
tigen,  where  there  are  good  inns,  than 
at  KaDdersteg. 

N.B,  Chars  hired  at  Thun,  to  go  to 
Kandersteg,  return  the  same  day : 
imposition  is  practised  on  travellers 
by  stating  the  reverse  of  this,  in  order 
that  those  who  let  the  carriages  may 
exact  improper  charges.  At  Irutigen 
there  is  a  competition  of  inns,  and 
means  of  conveyance. 

The  first  part  of  the  route  lies 
along  the  beautiful  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Thun.  Near  the  tall  tower 
of  Strattlingen  it  crosses  the  Kander 
by  a  lofty  bridge.  That  river  ori- 
gmally  avoided  the  lake  altogether, 
and,  flowing  for  some  distance  pa- 
rallel to  it,  behind  the  hill  of  Stratt- 
lingen, joined  the  Aar  below  Thun. 
Owing  to  the  quantity  of  mud  and 
gravel  which  it  brought  with  it,  and 
the  slight  inclination  of  its  channel 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  it  converted 
the  surrounding  district  into  an  un- 
healthy marsh,  and  gave  rise  to  a 
project,  which  was  executed  in  1714 
at  me  expense  of  the  canton,  of  turn- 
ing the  river  into  the  lake  of  Thun. 
This  was  effected  by  cutting  a  canal^ 
3000  ft.  long,  and  272  ft  broad,  into 
which  the  river  was  turned;  and 
which,  seen  from  the  bridge  in  cross- 
ing, has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
natural  ravine.  By  this  change  of 
course  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar  has  been  drained  and  made  pro- 
fitable, while  the  deposit  of  sand  and 
stones  brought  down  by  the  river  into 
the  lake  has  so  accumulated  as  to  form 
a  delta  around  its  mouth,  extending 
already  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
and  annually  increasing. 

The  road  passes  the  mouth  of  the 
Simmenthal  (Route  41),  guarded  on 
one  side  by  the  Stockhom,  and  on  the 
rt.  by  the  Niesen,  two  noble  moun- 
tains, between  which  the  valley  opens 
out  a  scene  of  exceeding  beauty, 
with  the  castle  of  Wimmis  standing  as 
it  were  in  its  jaws.  On  the  margin 
of  the  lake  rises  another  picturesque 
castle,  that  of  Spietz.  Skirting  the 
base  of  the  pyramidal  Niesen,  we  enter 
the  valley  of  Frutigen,  which  is  re- 
markable for  its  verdure  and  fertility, 


and  may  be    said  to  exhibit  Swiss 
pastoral  scenery  in  perfection.    At 

Miihlinen  (about  §  way  from  Thun 
to  Frutigen)  is  a  nice  little  Inn 
(The  Bear),  kept  by  an  English- 
woman. At  Reichenbach  the  Kien- 
thai  opens  out  to  the  S,E.  (Route  26). 
The  lower  part  is  soft  and  beautiful, 
but  after  2^  hours'  walk  it  becomes 
thoroughly  Alpine.  Ascending  by  the 
side  of  the  Kander  we  reach 

4}  Frutigen  (Inns:  Helvetia,  good, 
clean,  and  cheap,  best  in  the  vSley; 
Post,  and  Ober-  and  Unter-Landhaus, 
good  ;  mules  and  chars  may  be  hired 
here),  a  village  of  900  Inhab. :  its 
houses  are  for  the  most  part  not  older 
than  1826-7,  at  which  time  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  buildings  were  destroyed 
in  two  consecutive  conflagrations. 
Behind  it  the  valley  divides  mto  two 
branches ;  that  on  the  W.  leads  to 
the  Adelboden ;  that  on  the  E.  (down 
which  flows  the  Kander)  to  the 
Gemmi. 

The  road  passes  under  the  castle  of 
Tellenburg,  the  residence  of  the  amt- 
man,  or  bailiff  of  the  district,  and, 
crossing  the  Kander,  proceeds  up  its 
rt  bank  to 

2i  Kandersteg  (/nn ;  Bitter  (Knight) ; 
beds  bad,  and  other  complaints, "  dis- 
comfort and  extortion."  —  G,  M,  S,) 
Chars  may  be  had  here  to  Frutigen,  a 
ride  of  about  2  hrs.,  for  T^^fr. ;  also  good 
mules  to  cross  the  mountain  to  the 
baths  of  Leuk,  at  about  8  fr.  each, 
and  1^  fr.  to  the  mule-boy — a  journey 
of  6  hrs.  Kandersteg  is  the  last  village 
in  the  valley:  its  scattered  habitations 
contain  about  700  individuals.  It  is 
beautifully  situated  3280  ft  above  the 
sea,  at  the  N.  base  of  the  Gemmi.  Wood 
cut  in  the  mountain  forests  around  is 
here  set  afloat  in  the  Kander,  and  thus 
conveyed  into  the  lake  of  Thun,  where 
the  logs  are  collected  and  separated 
by  the  various  proprietors. 

[^Excursions, — a.  Those  who  have 
time  to  spare  should  on  no  account  omit 
to  walk  hence  about  4  m.  through  a 
sublime  gorge  (see  Route  27)  into  the 
remote  Valley  of  (Eschinen,  running 
directly  E.  from  Kandersteg,  where, 
hemmed  in  by  precipices  and  glaciers, 
they  will  find  a  beautiful  clear  lake. 
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which  mirrors  on  its  smooth  surface 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Blumlis  Alp,  at 
whose  base  it  lies. — 6.  From  the  CEs- 
chinen  lake,  there  is  apath  over  the 
Diindengrat  into  the  Kienthal,  de^ 
scending  which  you  may  reach  the 
road  to  Thun  between  Keichenbach 
and  MUhlinen. — c.  Another  path  leads 
over  theFibrce  into  the  Seefinenthal,  and 
thence  to  Lauterbrunnen  (Boute  27), 
but  it  is  difficult,  especially  from  the 
«ide  of  the  KienthaL  The  valleys 
of  (Eschmen  and  Gasteren  include 
scenery  as  grand  and  impressive  as 
any  to  be  met  with  in  the  central 
chain  of  the  Alps. — d.  The  excursion 
from  Kandersteginto  the  Lot«chThal 
and  to  Tourtemagne  is  described  Rte. 
60. — e,  "  A  path  of  no  great  difficulty 
leads  W.  in  4  or  5  hours,  over  the 
Bonder-Grat,  to  Adel-boden.  From 
<he  siunmit  fine  views  of  the  Kander- 
•ihal,  the  CEschineU'-thal  and  lake,  and 
the  mountains  above  it.  From  Adel- 
boden  to  Frutigen  a  walk  of  2  or  3 
hours,  through  a  deep  but  rather  mo- 
notonous vaQey.  Above  Adelboden 
is  a  fell  of  some  magnitude." — K  W] 

Above  Kandersteg  the  char  road 
oeases  ;  and  in  about  1^  m.  from  the 
inn,  the  ascent  of  the  Pass  of  the 
Genmii  conmiences  in  earnest.  The 
path  lies  at  first  through  forests,  soon 
f>assing  the  boundaiy  line  of  the 
cantons  JBeme  andWallis,  and  then 
emerges  upon  a  tract  of  open  pasture 
land,  rendered  desolate  by  the  fell  of 
an  avalanche  from  the  Kinder  Horn 
in  1782.  The  path  winds,  for  a  con- 
4siderable  distance,  amon^  the  frag- 
ments of  rock  brought  down  by  it. 
Farther  on  stands  the 

3  Solitary  Inn  of  Schwarenbach, 
originally  a  mere  chdlet,  but  im- 
proved: it  affords  tolerable  refresh- 
ments and  sleeping  acconmiodations, 
which,  however  humble,  are  doubtless 
often  most  acceptable  in  such  a  situa- 
tion. The  German  poet  Werner  has 
laid  in  this  eloomy  spot  the  scene  of  a 
still  more  gloomy  tragedy,  *  The  24th 
of  February.*  The  extravagant  and 
improbable  plot  has  no  founaation  in 
any  real  event  which  happened  here. 

About  2  m.  above  this  the  path 
reaches  and  winds  along  the  £.  n^ar- 


gin  of  a  small  lake  called  Dauben 
See,  supplied  by  snow,  not  by  springs, 
which  often  swell  it  so  as  to  cover 
the  path  :  for  8  months  of  the  year  it 
is  frozen.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
dreary  aspect  of  the  seared  and  naked 
limestone  rocks  which  form  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass :  they  seem  too  barren 
for  even  the  hardiest  lichens.  The 
culminating  point  traversed  by  the 
road  is  7160  ft.  above  the  sea  leveL 
From  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  1.  of 
the  path,  a  superb  view  is  obtained  of 
the  chain  of  Alps  beyond  the  Rhone, 
separating  the  Y  aQais  from  Piedmont. 

**  Monte  Rosa  cannot  be  seen  from 
the  Gemmi,  being  completely  hidden  by 
the  Weisshom,  a  mountain  of  graceful 
form  and  magnificent  dimensions  from 
whatever  side  it  is  seen.  The  highest 
summitsin  the  view,  reckoning  from  the 
W.,  are  these:— 1.  ThePigno  d'AroUa, 
N.W.  of  the  CoUon ;  2.  the  Collon 
itself,  easily  recognised  by  the  deep 
cleft  in  its  side ;  3.  the  Dent  Blanche, 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Val 
d'Anniviers  as  the  Grande  Couronne. 
Then  come  three  or  four  minor  peaks 
of  the  range  at  the  head  of  that  valley, 
among  which  is  the  mountain  there 
called  the  Dent  Blanche.  Above  this 
range  are  seen — 4.  the  Dent  d'Erin; 
and,  5.  the  Cervin:  both  peaks  of  bare 
rock,  the  former  being  from  here  the 
most  remarkable.  The  series  is  ter- 
minated by — 6.  the  Weisshorn,  the 
loftiest  and  nearest  mountain  visible  ; 
and,  7.  the  Mont  Fee,  which  is  almost 
in  itself  a  complete  group  of  snowy 
peaks."  It  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
views  in  Switzerland. 

Near  the  verge  of  the  descent 
stands  a  small  shed,  capable  of 
affording  only  a  partial  shelter  in  a 
storm.  A  little  lower  down,  the  tra- 
veller finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice,  from  which  a  plumb-line 
might  be  thrown  into  the  valley  be- 
low, nearly  1600  ft,  almost  without 
touching  the  rock,  so  vertical  are  its 
sides.  It  is  principally  upon  the  faces 
of  a  buttress  of  this  vast  wall  that  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  the 
alpine  roads,  constructed  in  1736-41, 
by  a  party  of  Tyrolese,  has  been  ear- 
ned.   Its  zigzags  have  been  very  in* 
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geniously  contrived,  for  in  many  places 
the  rocks  overhang  the  path,  and  an 
npper  terrace  proJ€«ts  farther  out 
than  the  one  immediately  below  it* 
It  varies  in  width  from  3  ft  to  6  ft., 
IB  bordered  at  the  side  by  a  dry  wall, 
and  is  practicable  for  mmes.  ITiere  is 
no  danger  in  it,  but  its  proximity  to  the 
abyss  must  be  a  trial  for  some  nerves. 

The  wonders  of  this  pass  are  greatly 
increased  to  those  who  approach  it 
from  the  side  of  Leuk. 

"  The  upper  end  of  the  valley,  as 
you  look  towards  the  Gemmi,  has  all 
the  appearance  of  a  cul-de-sac  shut 
in  by  a  mountain  wall.  Up  to  the 
very  last  moment,  and  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  discover  the  way  out,  or  to 
tell  whither  the  road  goes,  or  how 
it  can  be  carried  up  a  vertical  sur- 
face of  rock.  It  is  a  mere  shelf— in 
some  parts  a  mere  groove  cut  in  the 
fiice  of  the  huge  clifiE^  just  wide 
enough  for  a  mme  to  pass ;  and  at 
the  turns  of  the  zigzags  you  con- 
stantly overhang  a  depth  of  nearly 
500  ft.  Down  this  difficult  road  in- 
valids are  carried  to  the  baths :  it  is 
the  only  way  of  approaching  them 
from  the  N^  unless  you  were  to  make 
a  slight  detour  of  200  m.  by  Berne, 
Friburg,  Vevay,  and  Martigny.  Per- 
sons who  are  very  infirm,  proceed- 
ing to  the  baths,  are  borne  on  men's 
shoulders  in  a  sort  of  litter ;  and,  it  is 
said,  often  have  their  eyes  bandaged 
to  prevent  the  shock  which  might  be 
given  to  weak  nerves  by  the  sight  of 
the  terrors  of  the  pathway." 

The  following  clause,  relative  to 
the  transport  of  invalids,  is  copied 
from  the  printed  regulations  issued 
by  the  director  of  the  baths:—**  Pour 
une  personne  au-dessus  de  10  ans  il 
faudra  4  porteurs ;  si  elle  est  d*un 
poids  au-dessus  du  commun,  6  por- 
teurs :  si  ce^endant  eUe  est  d'un  poids 
extraordmaire,  et  que  le  connnissaire 
le  juge  necessaire,  il  pourra  aiouter 
2  pjorteurs,  et  jamais  plus."  This  pro- 
vision for  excessive  corpulence  is  some- 

*  The  l»e»t  and  only  good  representation  of 
this  extraordinary  path,  which  the  editor  has 
ever  seen,  is  in  a  masterly  view  by  the  artist 
QeoTge  Barnard. 


what  amusing.  The  ascent  from  the 
Baths  to  the  summit  takes  up  2  hrs.  ; 
a  mule  costs  4^  fr.  up  and  down. 

3  Baths  of  Leuk  (Leukerbad,  Fr. 
— ^Lo^che).  Inns:  Maison  Blanche, 
good ;  H.  de  Bellevue,  good  ;  H.  de 
France;  Hotel  des  Alpes,  a  large, 
new,  and  comfortable  house.  The  ac- 
commodation is  good,  considering  that 
most  of  the  houses  are  of  wood,  not 
very  well  built,  shut  up  and  abandoned 
from  October  to  May.  |The  fare  is 
tolerable,  everything  but  milk  and 
cheese  being  brought  from  the  valley 
below.     A  bath  costs  1  fr.  50  c. 

The  baths  consist  of  5  or  6  lodging- 
houses,  attached  to  a  hamlet  of  about 
300  Inhabs.,  situated  more  than  4500 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  i,e. 
higher  than  the  highest  mountain  in 
Great  Britain.  The  hot  springs  an- 
nually attract  a  number  of  visitors, 
chiefly  Swiss  and  French,  during  the 
season,  viz.  in  the  months  of  July> 
and  August,  though  the  inns  are  open 
from  M&y  to  October.  From  the 
dreariness  of  the  situation,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  climate,  and  the  defects  of 
the  lodging,  few  English  would  de- 
sire to  prolong  their  stay  here,  after 
satisfying  their  curiosity  by  a  sight 
of  the  place.  The  baths  and  adjacent 
buildings  have  been  three  times  swept 
away  by  avahmches  since  their  esta- 
blishment in  the  16th  century ;  and, 
to  guard  against  a  recurrence  of  the 
calamity,  a  very  strong  dyke  is  now 
built  behind  the  village  to  ward  off 
the  snow.  Such  danger,  however,  is 
past  before  the  bathing  season  begins. 
One  of  the  first  patrons  of  the  baths 
was  the  celebrated  Cardinal  and  Arch- 
bishop of  Sion,  Matthew  Schinner. 

The  springs,  to  the  number  of  10 
or  1 2,  rise  in  and  around  the  village, 
and  nine-tenths  of  them  run  off  into 
the  DaJa  torrent  without  being  used. 
The  chief  spring  of  St,  Lawrence  bursts 
forth  out  of  the  ground  between  the 
inn  and  the  bath-house — a  rivulet  in 
volume  at  its  source,  with  a  tempera- 
ture of  124°  Fahr.  It  is  used  for  the 
baths  after  being  slightly  cooled.  The 
other  springs  vary  somewhat  in  tem- 
perature, but  little  in  contents.  They 
contain  only  a  small  portion  of  saline 
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matter,  and  seem  to  owe  their  bene- 
ficial efiPects  less  to  their  mineral  qua- 
lities than  to  their  temperature  and 
the  mode  of  using  them.  The  patient 
begins  with  a  bath  of  an  hour's  dura- 
tion, but  goes  on  increasing  it  daily, 
until  at  length  he  remains  in  the  water 
8  hours  a  day — 4  before  breakfast, 
and  4  after  dinner.  The  usual  cure 
time  (kur)  is  about  3  weeks.  The 
want  of  the  accommodation  of  pri- 
vate baths,  and  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  ennui  of  such  an  amphi- 
bious existence,  if  passed  in  solitude, 
has  led  to  the  practice  of  bathing  in 
common.  The  principal  bath-house 
is  a  large  shed  divided  into  4  com- 
partments or  baths,  each  about  20  ft. 
square,  and  capable  of  holding  15  or 
20  persons.  To  each  of  these  baths 
there  are  two  entrances,  communi- 
cating with  dressing-rooms,  one  for 
the  ladies,  the  other  for  the  gentle- 
men. Along  the  partitions  dividing 
the  baths  runs  a  slight  gallery,  into 
which  any  one  is  admitted,  either  to 
look  on  or  converse  with  the  bathers 
below.  The  stranger  will  be  amazed, 
on  entering,  to  perceive  a  group  of 
some  12  or  15  heads  emerging  nrom 
the  water,  on  the  surface  of  which 
float  wooden  tables  holding  coflFee- 
enps,  newspapers,  snuff-boxes,  books, 
and  other  aids,  to  enable  the  bathers 
to  pass  away  their  allotted  hours  with 
as  small  a  trial  to  their  patience  as 
possible.  The  patients,  a  motley  com- 
pany, of  all  a^es,  both  sexes,  and 
various  ranks,  delicate  young  ladies, 
burly  friars,  invalid  officers,  and  an- 
cient dames,  are  ranged  around  the 
sides  on  benches,  below  the  water,  all 
clad  in  long  woollen  mantles,  with  a 
tippet  over  their  shoulders.  It  is  not 
a  little  amusing  to  a  bystander  to  see 
people  sipping  then:  breakfasts,  or 
reading  the  newspapers,  up  to  their 
chins  .in  water — in  one  comer  a  party 
at  chess,  in  another  an  apparently  in- 
teresting tSte-a-tete  is  going  on;  while 
a  solitary  sitter  may  be  seen  reviving 
in  the  hot  water  a  nosegay  of  virithered 
flowers.  The  temperature  of  the  bath 
is  preserved  by  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  constantly  flowing  into  it,  from 
which  the  patients    drink  at  times. 


Against  the  walls  are  hung  a  set  of 
regulations  and  sumptuary  laws  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  decorum 
in  the  baths,  signed  by  the  burgo^ 
master,  who  enforces  his  authority  by 
the  threat  of  a  fine  of  20  fr.  for  the 
highest  offence  against  his  code. 

"Art.  7.  Personne  ne  pent  entrer 
dans  ces  bains  sans  etre  revetue  d'une 
chemise  longue  et  ample,  d'une  etoffe 
grossidre,  sous  peine  de  2  fr.  d'amende. 

•*Art  9.  La  mSme  peine  sera  en- 
courue  par  ceux  qui  n^n  entreraient 
pas,  ou  n'en  sortiraient  pas,  d'une 
mani^re  decente." 

Four  hours  of  subaqueous  penance 
are,  by  the  doctor's  decree,  succeeded 
by  one  hour  in  bed;  and  many  a  fair 
nymph  in  extreme  neglige,  with  stock- 
iugless  feet  and  uncoifed  hair,  may  be 
encountered  crossing  the  open  space 
between  the  bath  and  the  hotels. 
From  their  condition,  one  might  sup- 

re  they  had  been  driven  out  of  doors 
an   alarm  of  fire,  or  some  such 
threatening  calamity. 

a.  The  principal  curiosity  of  the 
neighbourhood  is  the  Ladders  (Leiter). 
A  path  through  the  woods,  on  the  1. 
or  £.  side  of  the  Dala,  1^  m.,  half 
an  hour  from  the  baths,  leads  to 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  which,  as 
before  observed,  hems  in  the  valley  of 
Leuk  on  all  sides,  as  with  a  colossal 
walL  Upon  the  sloping  pasturages 
about  a  mile  above  the  summit  of  this 
precipice,  however,  stands  a  village 
called  Alhinen ;  and  the  only  mode  by 
which  its  inhabitants  can  communicate 
directly  with  the  baths  is  by  a  series 
of  8  or  10  ladders  placed  nearly  perpen- 
dicularly against  the  face  of  the  cliff.  It 
can  hardly  be  called  difficult  to  climb  to 
the  top,  but  it  would  not  do  for  any  of 
weak  nerves  and  a  dizzy  head,  as 
many  rounds  of  the  ladder  are  loose, 
others  broken;  and  the  ladders  them- 
selves, which  are  pinned  to  the  crevices 
of  the  rock  by  hooked  sticks,  are 
often  awry,  and  rather  unsteady :  yet 
thev  are  traversed  at  all  seasons,  day 
and  night,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  above — by  children,  as  well  as 
men  and  women,  often  with  heavy 
burdens.  The  use  of  the  ladders, 
which  the  nature  of  the  sides  of  the 
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valley  renders  indispensable,  has  ?iyen 
rise  to  a  singular  modification  oi  the 
dress  of  the  female  peasants,  which 
here  includes  those  nether  habiliments 
confined  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  men  and  shrews.  Nor  are  they 
ashamed  of  this  portion  of  their  attire, 
as,  in  climbing  the  mountains,  the 
petticoat  is  tucked  up,  and  the  wearers 
do  not  differ  in  appearance  from  boys. 

N.B. — There  is  an  easy  sloping 
path  from  Albinen  to  Inden. 

b,  A  day  may  be  well  devoted  to 
the  ascent  of  the  Torrent-horn  (Cher- 
mi^on  of  Keller's  Map),  a  mountain 
rismg  E.  of  Leuk  baths.  The  sum- 
mit (10,000  ft.  above  the  sea),  which 
may  be  reached  in  4  hours,  except  the 
last  hour  on  a  mule  (charge  8  fr. 
and  bonne-main),  commands  a  won- 
derfully fine  panorama  of  the  Alps — 
an  unoroken  series  of  peaks  from 
Mont  Blanc  to  the  Simplon  ;  both 
the  compeers  of  Monte  Kosa  (Weiss- 
horn,  &c.,  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Khone, 
and  the  Bernese  Alps  on  the  N.). 
The  Gemmi  road  lies  deep  below,  and 
its  summit  is  seen  through  a  gap  in 
the  chain.  The  ridge  ends  in  a  fright- 
ful precipice  surrounded  by  isolated 
rocks,  whose  sides  are  equally  ver- 
ticaL  Pedestrians  will  require  a  guide 
to  find  the  path  up.  Descent  in  3  hours. 

The  rocky  pass,  called  Felsen  Gal- 
lerie,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dala, 
on  the  way  to  Siders,  is  a  very  strik- 
ing scene.    (See  below.) 

Mules  are  kept  at  the  baths,  under 
the  direction  of  a  commissaire,  to 
transport  travellers:  the  prices  are 
fixed  by  a  printed  tariff.  (§  10.) 

There  are  two  ways  from  the  baths 
to  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

a.  The  new  carriage-road  from  the 
Baths  to  the  Simplon  road  follows  the 
course  of  the  Dala  torrent  through  the 
centre  of  the  valley,  crossing  the  river 
bv  a  fine  solid  and  lofty  brieve,  420  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  opposite  Albinen 
(omnibus  daily  in  sunmier),  and  con- 
ducts, in  about  7im.  (2^  hours' walk), 
to  Sion  by 

2§  Leuk  {Inns:  Kreutz;  Stern,  not 
good),  a  village  of  620  Inhab.,  tra- 
versed by  a  narrow  dirty  street,  on  the 
rt»  bank  of  the  Bhone,  near  its  junc- 


tion with  the  Dala.  A  covered  bridge 
over  the  Bhone  connects  it  with  the 
Simplon  road  (Rte.  59).  Above  it  are 
ruins  of  two  castles,  destroyed  by  the 
Yallaisans  in  1414. 

6.  The  other  way,  a  mule-path  car- 
ried along  the  W .  side  of  the  valley 
of  the  Dala,  but  high  above  that  river, 
conducts  at  once  to  the  town  of  Sierre 
(Siders),  12  m.  distant,  and  is  a  short 
cut  for  those  who  wish  to  descend  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone  towards  Martignv 
and  Geneva.  It  traverses  the  high 
pasturages,  and  beyond  them  a  forest 
of  larch;  and  passes  the  village  of 
Inden,  near  which  a  most  extensive 
view  is  gained  over  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  its  towns,  villages,  farms,  and 
old  castles.  The  unsightly  debris 
brought  down  by  the  furious  torrents 
issuing  from  the  opposite  vallev,  and 
the  wide  expanse  oi  bare  gravel  over- 
flowed by  the  Rhone  in  spring,  and 
converted  into  a  river-channel — but 
in  summer  left  bare  and  arid — ^give  a 
desolate  character  to  the  scene. 

Between  Inden  (where  is  a  toll  of  1 
fr.  per  mule)  and  a  village  called 
Yaren  the  road  makes  an  abrupt 
turn,  and  the  traveller  finds  himself 
beneath  the  shadow  of  a  tremendous 
overhanging  precipice,  forming  the 
comer  of  the  Loeche  valley.  The 
effect  of  approaching  it  from  the 
side  of  Sierre  is  grand  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  totally  unexpected,  after 
turning  a  corner  of  the  rock.  The 
path  is  carried  along  a  narrow  ledge 
in  front  of  the  cliff ;  beneath  it  is  a 
gaping  abyss,  extending  nearly  down 
to  the  bed  of  the  Dala,  and  above,  the 
rocks  lean  so  far  forward  that  stones 
falling  from  their  tops  would  descend 
upon  the  road,  and  it  is  therefore 
partly  protected  by  a  roof.  This  spot 
IS  caQed  the  Gallerie,  and  was  the 
scene  of  a  bloody  combat  in  1799, 
when  the  Yallaisans  defended  this 
spot  for  several  weeks  against  the 
French,  effectually  checking  all  at- 
tempts to  pass,  by  roUing  down  stones 
and  logs  from  above. 

A  rough  and  steep  descent  leads 
from  this,  in  about  1^  hour,  to 

Sierre,  upon  the  Simplon  road  (Rte. 
69). 
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ROUTE  39. 


PASS  OF  THE  BAWTL. — THUN,  OR  IN- 
TERLACHEN  TO  SION,  OR  SIERRE, 
CROSSING  THE  GRIMMI. 

22  hours  =  72  Eng.  m. 

The  pass  of  the  Rawyl  begins  at 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
pass,  a  good  halting-place  ;  thence  to 
Sion,  over  the  mountain,  forms  a  day's 
journey  of  about  10  hrs.  It  is  difl&- 
cult,  but  scarcely  deserves  to  be  caUed 
dangerous;  it  is  traversed  sometimes 
on  horseback,  but  is  better  calculated 
for  the  pedestrian.  Indeed,  there  must 
be  considerable  hazard  in  attempting 
to  ride  up  on  the  N.  side  from  An  der 
Lenk.  From  Sion  to  the  top  of  the 
pass  there  is  a  good  mule-path,  re- 
cently much  improved.  Nothing  but 
a  little  milk  is  to  be  had  between  An 
der  Lenk  and  Sion,  therefore  provi- 
sions ought  to  be  taken.  The  scenery 
on  both  sides  of  the  pass  resembles 
that  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Gemmi. 

It  is  about  12  m.  from  Thun,  along 
the  margin  of  the  lake  (see  Rte.  38, 
p.  Ill),  to  Lattenbach,  and 

3^  Erlenbach,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Simmenthal.  As  that  valley  (described 
in  Rte.  41)  makes  a  considerable  curve, 
the  shortest  way  to  the  Rawyl  is  to 
strike  up  the  Diemtigen  Thai,  running 
nearly  due  S.  from  Lattenbach.  The 
path  crosses  the  stream  of  the  Ghivel, 
and  follows  its  1.  bank  through  Diem- 
tigen and  Narrenbach,  then  recrosses 
it  to 

.  2§  Thiermatten,  where  there  is  an 
inn.  About  a  mile  beyond  this  it 
again  passes  the  stream,  and,  leaving 
tt  on  the  1.,  gradually  ascends  to  the 
pass  of  the  Grinmii  (5580  ft.).  De- 
scending through  the  Fermel  Thai 
(a  fertue  valley,  only  6  m.  long),  it 
reaches 

4iMatten,  in  the  Upper  Simmen- 
thal, on  the  char-road  leading  from 
Zweisimmen  to  An  der  Lenk.  About 
4  m.  above  this,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Simmen,  lies  the  village  of 

li  An  der  Lenk  (Jrms :  Grown, 
good  (?);  Bar;  the  inn  on  the  L  of 
the  river  is  comfortable  and  moderate, 
but  humble);  beautifully  situated,  sur- 
rounded by  high  peaks  and  glaciers. 


"The  Wildstrubel  (11,000  ft.),  with 
the  waste  of  snowy  glaciers  beneath 
it,  forms  the  most  striking  and  promi- 
nent feature,  rising  into  the  air  above 
an  unusually  long  line  of  grey  preci- 
pices, down  whidi  10  or  12  cascaded 
are  seen  rolling  into  the  country  at 
the  base." — Latrobe. 

An  der  Lenk  is  3  stunden  distant 
from  Zweisimmen — a  drive  of  2  hrs. 
by  a  good  char-road. 

The  scenery  of  the  Diemtigen  Thai 
is  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  Simmen- 
thal, so  that  the  traveller  who  has  not 
seen  it  had  better  proceed  up  it  from 
Erlenbach  to  Zweisimmen  (Rte.  41), 
and  thence  by  Blankenburg  to  Matten 
and  An  der  Lenk.  It  is  a  char-road 
all  the  way,  and  not  much  longer  than 
the  path  over  the  GrimmL 

**From  Interlachen  to  Lenk  I  fol- 
lowed a  path  but  little  known,  passing 
through  Wimmis,  and  behind  the 
rocky  point  that  overhangs  the  Sim* 
men,  continuing  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
that  river  till  I  reached  the  Diemti* 
gen  Thai,  up  which  I  proceeded  by  a 
well-defined  but  rather  rough  path 
until  I  joined  the  char-road  to  Thier- 
matten at  Narrenbach.  By  this  route 
the  walk  from  Interlachen  to  Thier- 
matten (where  there  is  an  Irm)  will 
occupy  a  good  walker  8  hrs.;  from 
Thiermatten  to  the  summit  of  the 
Grimmi  3  hrs.  more;  to  Andermatten 
on  the  Sinmien  1^  hr.;  and  another 
hour  to  An  der  Lenk. 

"  The  Diemtigen  TTtal  does  not  pos- 
sess any  great  degree  of  beauty,  nor 
is  the  view  commanded  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Grimmi,  although  extensive 
and  fine,  of  that  remarkable  character 
that  would  make  the  pass  worth  visit* 
ing  on  its  own  account.  I  should  say 
that  the  cattle  of  the  Diemtigen  Thai 
are  the  finest  I  have  seen  in  3ie  Ober» 
land.  The  timber  is  also  very  fine« 
The  Fermel  Thai,  by  which  one  de» 
scends  to  the  valley  of  the  Simmen,  is 
very  pretty.  By  this  route  I  reached 
An  der  Lenk  from  Interlachen  in  one 
day."-V.  D. 

The  Simmen  rises  about  6  m.  above 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  of  Radiberg,  from  a  source 
called  the  Seven  Fountains.    In  tho 


Switzerland. 


BOUTE  39. — PASS  OF  THE  RAWYL. 


117 


source  itself  there  is  little  to  compen- 
sate for  the  trouble  of  the  ascent  to 
it,  but  the  scenery  around  it  is  of 
CTeat  grandeur.  Between  it  and  An 
aer  Lenk,  the  Simmen  forms  several 
cascades. 

It  is  a  walk  of  9  or  10  hrs.  without 
stopping,  from  An  der  Lenk  to  Sion. 
The  path,  instead  of  proceeding 
towards  the  source  of  the  Simmen, 
ascends  the  L  bank  of  its  tributary, 
the  Iffigenbach ;  and  the  gorge  of  that 
torrent,  flanked  by  vast  precipices,  is 
in  places  very  grand. 

The  solitary  traveller  should  beware 
of  losing  time  by  crossing  a  tempting 
bridge  about  half-way  to  Iffigen,  a 
little  below  a  very  picturesque  water- 
fall. Iffigen,  a  group  of  farm-houses 
at  the  N.  base  of  the  Eawyl,  near 
which  the  Iffigenbach  makes  a  very 
fine  fsM,  is  a  good  2  hrs.  walk  from 
Lenk.  Another  2^  hrs.  will  bring 
you  to  the  cross  on  the  summit  by 
proceeding  leisurely.  A  series  of 
zigzags  lead  fi:x)m  Iffigen  up  the 
mountain,  over  some  patches  or  snow. 
The  path  in  several  parts  of  this 
distance  is  very  narrow,  and  runs 
alon^  the  edge  of  the  precipice:  some 
people  might  call  it  dangerous;  there 
18,  however,  no  real  danger  to  a 
pedestrian  of  ordinary  firmness.  In 
this  part  of  the  pass,  two  small  falls 
or  jets  dash  down  the  face  of  the 
rock  across  the  path,  threatening  the 
traveller  with  a  shower-bath  when 
they  are  increased  by  heavy  rains. 
At  the  second  fall  the  footpath  is  only 
18  inches  broad,  but  as  it  is  constantly 
washed  by  the  water  no  loose  stones 
rest  on  it,  and  as  it  slopes  inwards 
away  from  the  abyss  it  is  not  dan- 
gerous. A  somewhat  difficult  and 
Hitiguing  zigzag  surmounts  the  steep 
part  of  the  ascent  From  the  brow 
of  the  precipice,  looking  N.,  a  fine 
view  expands  over  the  valley  of  An 
der  Lenk,  and  the  mountains  of  the 
Simjnenthal  covered  with  fine  pas- 
tures and  farm-houses.  By  crossing 
a  bed  of  snow  lying  on  the  W.  side  of 
a  small  lake,  the  Eawyl  See,  the  path 
leads  up  to  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
marked  by  a  cross  (7450  ft.). 

4^  The   summit  of  the  Bawyl  is 


probably  2  m.  broad:  the  path  across 
it  is  tedious  from  the  number  of 
gullies,  and  the  alternately  crumbling 
and  slippery  nature  of  the  soil,  con- 
sisting of  clay  slate,  which  gradually 
chants  into  clay.  "Another  small 
lake  is  reached  before  the  traveller 
gains  the  brow  of  the  S.  declivity  of 
the  mountain,  consisting  of  precipices 
similar  to  those  on  the  side  of  Berne. 
The  view  hence  of  the  mountains  on 
the  S.  side  of  the  vale  of  the  Bhone, 
especially  of  the  Matterhom  and  its 
glaciers,  is  very  sublime.  A  zigzag 
path  conducts  down  the  cliffs  to  the 
chalets  of  Rawin.  The  descent  is 
good,  the  path  having  been  recently 
reconstructed.  Close  to  these  ch&lets, 
two  large  bodies  of  water  burst,  one 
on  either  hand  from  the  clifi^  forming 
fine  falls.  That  on  the  rt.  has  an  un- 
commonly fine  and  singular  appear- 
ance, bursting  out  of  a  black  cleft  in 
the  face  of  a  broad  and  precipitous 
rock,  in  5  or  6  distinct  commns,  and 
afterwards  forming  a  fine  wild  tumble 
of  foaming  water. 

"Though  apparently  clear  when 
issuing  from  the  rock,  it  has  no  sooner 
touch^  the  ground  than  it  becomes 
a  river  of  liquid  mud,  a  large  portion 
of  which  is  a  short  way  below  sepa- 
rated from  the  torrent,  and  conducted 
very  in^niously  along  the  face  of  the 
mountain,  and  at  one  part  against  a 
perpendicular  cliff,  till,  after  a  course 
of  several  miles,  it  fertilises  the 
meadows  near  Ayent.  Two  paths 
branch  off  at  the  ch^ets  of  Eawin; 
the  one  leading  through  the  village  of 
Lens,  and  in  5^  hrs.  to  Sierre;  the 
other  through  Ayent  to  Sion  in  4J 
to  5  hrs.  JFor  nearly  half  an  hour 
from  Rawin,  the  rt.-nand  path  runs 
nearly  on  a  level:  it  next  rises  for 
some  distance  to  turn  a  rocky  barrier, 
and  then  descends  on  Ayent.  Foot 
passengers  can,  as  I  myself  did,  avoid 
this  ascent  by  following  the  bank  of 
the  water-course  before  mentioned ; 
the  path  is  however  in  places  so  ex- 
tremely narrow,  the  footing  so  insecure, 
and  the  height  above  the  valley  so  great, 
that  I  shomd  do  wrong  did  I  otherwise 
than  strongly  dissuade  travellers  from 
pursuing  that  line." — J,  D, 
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"The  short  cut  above  mentioned 
along  the  watercourse  saves  about 
an  hour.  The  most  dangerous  part 
takes  10  min.  or  J  hr,  to  traverse. 
The  only  way  of  passing  is  along  trees 
supported  on  cross  bars  over  the 
water.  The  scene  here  is  very  grand. 
The  rock  hangs  over  on  the  rt.  side, 
and  on  the  1.  recedes  beneath  to  a 
depth  of  1 000  ft.  The  trees  are  placed 
singly  above  the  bed  of  the  water- 
course, and  are  not  more  than  a  few 
inches  wide,  and  not  very  firmly 
secured,  which  increases  the  danger.'* 

"  The  rock  in  some  places  hangs  so 
low  over  the  path  as  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary to  go  in  a  creeping  position. 
This  path  is  altogether  so  dangerous, 
that,  although  it  may  be  worth  going 
to  see  as  a  curiosity,  the  writer  would 
recommend  no  one  to  traverse  it" 
Yet  men,  women,  and  children,  often 
heavily  laden,  take  this  short  cut 
without  accident. 

The  other  and  longer  road  is  prac- 
ticable for  mules  nrom  Sion  up  to 
the  top  of  the  pass.  For  some  dis- 
tance it  lies  amidst  forests  of  fir. 
It  unites  with  the  footpath  before 
reaching 

Ayent  (no  Inn),  about  2  hrs.  walk, 
passmg  the  hamlet  Grimisois  (in  Ger- 
man Grimseln)  to 

iSton.  (Rte.  59.) 

At  Sion,  experienced  guides  and 
mules  may  be  obtained  for  the  ascent 
of  the  Rawyl. 

"Having  been  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  path  on  the  left  of  the  tor- 
rent, and  wishing  to  reach  Sierre,  I 
had  to  cross  the  valley  just  opposite 
Ayent  to  the  little  village  of  Icogne, 
whence  I  reached  Lens,  from  which 
point  the  path  to  Sierre  is  very 
straight."— J^.  D. 

Sierre.    (Jnn :  Soleil,  good.) 

ROUTE  40. 

PASS  OF   THE    SANETSCH.— SAANEN    TO 
SION. 

10  J  hrs.  =  34^  Eng.  m. 
This  is  a  long,  steep,  and  tedious 
horse-pass,  but  not  dangerous  except 


in  very  bad  weather.  The  village  of 
Saanen  (or  Gessonay)  and  the  road 
between  it  and  Thun  are  described  in 
Rte.  41.     Char-road  to  Gsteig. 

At  Staad  the  path  turns  S.  by  the 
valley  of  the  Saane,  the  upper  end  of 
which  is  called  Gsteig-Thal,  to 

4  Gsteig— (/w«s ;  Bar  ;  Rabe,  toler- 
able)— tiie  highest  village  in  it,  situ- 
ated close  under  the  lofty  and  precipi- 
tous Mittaghom,  aiid  near  the  foot  of 
the  Sanetsch,  the  most  westerly  of  the 
passes  over  the  Bernese  chain. 

"  It  is  advisable  to  sleep  at  Gsteig 
(Chalet  in  French),  from  which  Sion  is 
distant  full  10  easy  hrs.,  or  8  hrs. 
hard  walking.  The  pass  rises  from 
this  place  in  a  very  precipitous  manner, 
and  often  resembles  the  pass  of  the 
Gemmi.  |  hr.  above  Gsteig  the 
Saane  makes  a  beautiful  fall,  clearing 
the  face  of  the  rock  by  at  least  100  ft. 
In  the  evening  it  is  crowned  by  an 
iris.  The  path  continues  by  the  side 
of  the  Saane  up  to  its  source.  Lovely 
view  looking  back  on  Gsteig.  After 
a  climb  of 

2  hrs.  a  grassy  plain  is  entered, 
which  is  surround^  with  abrupt 
rocky  mountains,  and  which  leads  by 
a  gentle  ascent  of  an  hr.  to 

The  summit,  7500  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level,  a  wild,  rocky,  solitary  plain  3  or 
4  m.  long,  called  Kreutzboden,  barely 
relieved  by  a  few  patches  of  vegetation. 
It  is  not  a  very  grand  pass,  but  the  moun- 
tains of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps 
are  finely  seen,  from  Mt.  Yelan  and 
Mt.  Combin  to  the  Pic  d'Orren  and 
the  Dents  Blanches,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Matterhom.  But  neither 
that  remarkable  peak  nor  any  part  of 
the  Weisshom,  Rothhom,  or  Monte 
Rosa,  are  visible.  The  whole  of  the 
straight,  steep  Val  d'Erin  from  the 
Vallais,  and  the  glacier  of  Ferpdcle, 
are  seen  directly  in  front.  On  the 
other  side  the  descent  is  steep  but 
grassy  all  the  way  down  to  the  pine 
forests,  through  which  the  road  to  Sion 
is  tedious,  but  still  interesting." — W.B. 

2  m.  from'the  summit  the  Morge  river 
is  crossed,  and  after  4  m.  of  bad  winding 
road,  passing  a  chfiJet,  is  again  crossed 
by  the  Pont  Neuf,  a  substantial  stone 
foot-bridge  200  ft.   above  the  black 
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stream.  "There  is  a  very  pleasing 
vet  grand  view  from  this  point.  The 
black  slate  rocks  rise  on  the  E.  to  a 
height  of  about  2500  ft.  Portions  of 
rock  have  been  detached  and  stand 
upright  from  the  valley,  each  the 
height  of  a  small  mountain.  The  hill 
on  the  W.  is  covered  with  fir-trees. 
A  white  horizontal  line  wiU  be  ob- 
served on  the  face  of  the  slate  moun- 
tain  (rt.) ;  this  is  the  wall  of  a  water- 
course constructed  at  the  sole  expense 
of  a  farmer's  wife  to  supply  her  native 
village  with  water  for  irrigation,  of 
which  she  had  felt  the  want  in  her 
lifetime,  and  for  which  she  left  the 
whole  of  her  fortune  at  her  death." 
— r.  D.  H,  The  descent  continues 
for  about  5  m.  through  the  ravine  of 
the  Morge.  Near  its  mouth  is  a 
ruined  castle,  and  fine  view  over  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone,  the  Matterhom, 
&c.    The  only  village, 

3|  Champignol,  is  the  first  place 
from  Gsteig  (22  m.  off)  where  refresh- 
ments can  be  procured.  Here  and 
at  Saviese  are  many  narrow  lanes, 
through  which  the  way  is  intricate  to 
find.  Fine  view,  as  you  descend,  of  the 
3  castles  of 

1^  Sim  (Rte.  59.) 

ROUTE  41. 

THUN  TO  VEVAT  BY  THE  SIlIMEN- 
THAL  ;  8AANEN,  CHJLtbAU  d'oeX 
AND  GRUYERES  : — PASS  OF  THE  DENT 
DE  JAMAN. 

26^  leagues  =  80^  Eng.  m. 

Diligence  has  ceased  to  run.  An  ex- 
cellent carriage-road  has  been  made 
through  the  Simmenthal.  It  is  a  little 
longer  than  the  highway  by  Berne 
and  Frej^burg  (Rte.  42).  The  vallev 
abounds  in  beautiful  scenery,  rich  cul- 
tivation, fields,  orchards,  and  gardens, 
meadows  reaching  to  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  with  houses  and  villages  lyine 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  varied 
with  fir  forests,  fine  bold  rocky  gorges 
and  open  basins  covered  with  mea- 
dows, and  entirely  of  a  pastoral  cha- 
xacter. 

The  entrance  to  the  Simmenthal 
lies  between  the  Stockhorn  on  the  rt. 
and  the  Niesen  on  the  1.,  and  is  ap- 


proached from  Thun  by  the  road 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Kander,  as  far  as  its 
junction  with  the  Simmen,  a  little  be- 
low the  picturesque  castle  of  Wimmis, 
which  our  road  passes  on  the  1. 

About  2  m.  farther  is  Erlenbach. 
From  this  parsonage  Latrobe  started 
on  those  Alpine  expeditions  which  he 
has  described  in  so  admirable  and  in- 
teresting a  manner  in  his  Alpenstock 
Tan  excellent  English  guide  with  a 
foreign  name).  The  Stockhorn  rises 
almost  immediately  behind  the  village 
of  Erlenbach. — (Inns:  Lowe  and  Bar.) 

4j  Weissenburg  [has  a  poor  Inn, 
where  mules  may  be  hired,  and  chairs 
with  bearers,  to  convey  persons  who 
do  not  choose  to  walk,  to  the  Baths  of 
Weissenburg,  distant  between  2  and  3 
m.  from  this.  There  is  an  ascent  im- 
mediately on  leaving  the  village,  but 
after  that  the  path  winds  through  the 
most  beautiful  and  picturesque  defile, 
narrowing  at  every  step  into  a  pro- 
foimd  chasm,  till  suddenly  the  Bath- 
house, singularly  situated  in  its  re- 
cesses, bursts  upon  the  view.  This 
large  building  is  placed  in  a  little  nook 
between  the  boiling  torrent  Buntschi 
and  the  rocks,  leaving  barely  space 
sufficient  for  the  house  and  baths.  In 
this  retired  spot  the  traveller  is  sur- 
prised to  find  himself  surrounded  by 
a  crowd  of  peasants.  In  July  there 
were  75  of  that  class,  and  30  of  a 
higher  class  of  visitors  :  later  in  the 
year  the  latter  preponderate.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  how  they  pass 
their  time  in  this  solitude.  Three 
weeks  is  the  *  cure '  or  period  allotted 
to  the  trial  of  the  remedy  of  the 
waters,  which  are  sulphureous,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  most  efficacious  in 
removing  all  internal  obstructions. 
Great  must  be  their  power  to  induce 
patients  to  remain  in  so  melancholy  a 
place ;  ^et  the  scenery  around  is 
highly  picturesque,  but  inaccessible  to 
all  but  stout  climbers,  except  along 
the  road  to  Weissenburg.  The  source 
is  situated  about  -Jam.  higher  up  in 
the  gorge,  and  the  water,  wnich  has  a 
temperature  of  above  22°  Reaum.,  is 
conveyed  to  the  baths  in  wooden  pipes 
carried  along  the  face  of  the  preci- 
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pice.  The  bath-house  is  entirely  of 
wood.  The  food  is  said  to  be  coarse, 
but  good  ;  table-d'hote  at  12  ;  salJe  a 
mangier  large,  but  low ;  bed-rooms 
BmaU.  The  whole  expense,  baths  in- 
cluded, 9  fr.  a-dav  for  the  superior 
class,  and  about  half  for  the  pea- 
sants.] 

Some  way  up  the  ravine  the  pea- 
sants have  n>rmed  a  pathway  out  of  it 
to  the  upper  pastures,  by  cutting 
notches  or  rude  steps  in  the  face  of  the 
rock,  and  partly  by  attaching  ladders 
to  it.  By  this  means  they  scale  a  dizzy 
precipice  between  200  and  300  ft.  high. 
The  pedestrian  bound  for  the  upper 
Simmenthal  need  not  retrace  his  steps 
to  Weissenburg,  as  there  is  a  short 
cut  direct  from  the  baths  to  Oberwyl, 
on  the  high  road. 

2  Boltingen — (^Inn :  Bar)— a  villaffe 
situated  2600  ft.  above  the  sea,  a  little 
to  tiie  S.  of  the  old  castle  of  Sinuneneck. 
The  ruined  castle  of  Laubeck  over- 
looks the  road,  which  is  now  carried 
round  the  eminence,  avoiding  a  steep 
ascent.  The  gorge  of  Laubeck  is  a 
scene  of  grandeur.  The  river  is 
crossed  3  times  before  reaching 

3f  Zweisimmen — a  village  of  1200 
Inhab.,  composed  of  old  brown  and 
red  wooden  houses  (no  good  Inn),  situ- 
ated at  the  junction  of  the  great  and 
lesser  Simmen.  The  Castle  of  Blan- 
kenburg  crowns  the  height  about  a  mile 
above  it.  Until  the  last  democratic 
revolution  in  canton  Berne,  it  was  the 
residence  of  the  landvoght,  who  now 
occupies  his  own  humble  farm-house 
beside  it.  It  is  still  the  seat  of  the 
government,  and  the  prison.  A  char- 
road  runs  hence  past  St.  Stephan 
(^Fnn :  Alter  Schweitzer),  in  1^  hr.,  to 
Matten  (see  Rte.  39,  p.  116). 

The  road  to  BuUe  and  Vevay  now 
quits  the  Simmenthal  by  a  very  steep 
ascent,  through  scenery  blackened 
with  grand  forests  of  pine,  and,  turn- 
ing to  th^  S.W.,  crosses  an  elevated 
tract  of  pasture-land  called  the  Saanen- 
Moser,  till  it  descends  upon 

2|  Saanen  (Fr.  Gessonay) — Inns: 
rOurs,  good;  civil  landlady.  The 
principal  place  in  the  pastoral  valley 
of  the  upper  Saane  (Sarine),  whose 
inhabitants    are    almost   exclusively 


cattle-owners,  or  occupied  in  their 
dairies,  and  in  manufacturing  excel- 
lent cheese,  exported  to  all  parts  of 
the  world  as  Gruv^tes  cheese.  A 
kind  peculiar  to  the  valley,  too  deli- 
cate to  bear  exportation,  is  called  Fot- 
schari-kase.  The  ascent  of  the  Sa- 
netsch  Pass  (Rte.  40)  is  made  from  this* 

The  road  beyond  this  is  hilly  and 
narrow.  A  mile  below  Saanen  we 
pass  out  of  Berne  into  canton  Yaud. 
German,  the  language  of  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  vafley,  is  soon  ex- 
changed for  a  French  patois,  in  the 
lower  portion,  which  is  called  Pays 
d'en  haut  Romand.  The  first  Yaudois 
village  is  Rougemont  (Germ.  Roth- 
berg — Inn:  Kreutz).  Its  chateau  was 
formerly  a  convent. 

2|  Ch&teau  d'Oex  (Oesch)— (/wis.- 
L'OurSjComfortable;  MaisondeYille) 
—a  village  of  612  Inhab.,  3030  fiset 
above  the  sea,  rebuilt  after  a  con- 
flagration which  almost  entirely  con- 
smned  it.  The  chateau,  after  which 
it  is  named,  is  replaced  by  a  church 
on  the  height  where  once  it  stood. 
[A  path  strikes  off  hence  into  that  over 
the  Dent  de  Jaman,  saving  1  hour's 
detour  by  Montbovon.]  The  road  next 
crosses  the  Saane,  and  traverses,  the 
narrow  pass  of  La  Tine,  between  the 
mountains  —  very  grand  rocks  and 
pines.  It  is  narrow,  yet  quite  practi- 
cable for  carriages,  and  the  journey  to 
Yevay  mri^  be  performed  in  lOj  hours. 
All  that  is  required  is  good  horses,  and 
stout  drags  and  chains.  [A  road  di- 
verges hence  into  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone  by  the  YaUee  des  Onnonds 
(Route  41a).] 

3  Montbovon  —  (Bubenberg.  Inn: 
Kreutz) — which  Byron  calls  "  a  pretty 
scraggy  villa^,  with  a  wild  river  and 
a  wooden  bridge:"  it  is  situated  in 
canton  Freiburg.  A  few  horses  are 
kept  here  for  hire.  [A  horse-path 
over  the  highly  interesting  Pass  of 
Dent  de  Jaman  ( Jommen-Pass),  4500 
ft.  above  the  sea-level,  descending 
upon  the  Lake  of  Geneva  above  Mon« 
treux,  will  bring  the  traveller  to 
Yevay  in  6  hours=18  m.,  a  ride  <rf 
5  hrs.  Byron,  who  crossed  it,  de- 
scribes the  whole  route  as  "  beauti- 
ful as  a  dream."    The  view  from  the 
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highest  points  (we  had  both  sides  of 
the  Jura  before  us  in  one  point  of 
view,  with  alps  in  plenty)  comprises, 
on  one  side,  the  greatest  part  of 
Lake  Leman  ;  on  the  other,  the  val- 
leys and  mountain  of  the  canton  of 
Freiburg,  and  an  immense  plain,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neuchatel  and  Morat, 
and  all  which  the  borders  of  the 
Lake  of  Geneva  inherit.  "  The  music 
of  the  cows'  bells  (for  their  wealth, 
like  the  patriarch's,  is  cattle)  in  the 
pastures,  which  reach  to  a  height  far 
above  any  mountains  in  Britain,  and 
the  shepherds  shouting  to  us  from 
crag  to  crag,  and  playing  on  their 
reeds,  where  the  steeps  appeared  al- 
most inaccessible,  with  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  realized  all  that  I  have 
ever  heard  or  imagined  of  a  pas- 
toral existence — much  more  so  than 
Greece  or  Asia  Minor,  for  there  we 
have  a  little  too  much  of  the  sabre 
and  musket  order,  and  if  there  is  a 
crook  in  one  hand,  you  are  sure  to 
see  a  gun  in  the  other ;  but  this  was 
pure  and  unmixed — solitary,  savage, 
and  patriarchal.  As  we  went  they 
played  the  <Kanz  de  Vaches*  and 
other  airs  by  way  of  farewell.  I  have 
lately  repeopled  my  mind  with  nature." 
— JByrows  Journal. 

At  the  Chalets  of  Avents  you  may 
have  a  chamber  and  tolerable  fare.] 

The  carriage-road  from  Montbovon 
to  Vevay  makes  a  very  long  detour  : 
descending  the  valley  of  the  Saane, 
and  passing  around  the  base  of  the 
MoUson  (6181  ft.),  the  highest  moun- 
tain in  canton  Freiburg,  it  passes  un- 
der the  hills  crowned  by  the  castle 
and  town  of 

Qmyeres  (German,  Greyerz) — Irms: 
said  not  to  be  good.  This  dirty  little 
mouldering  town  of  375  Inhab.  is  ex- 
tremely picturesque  from  its  position 
on  the  face  of  a  hiU,  the  top  of 
which  is  crowned  b^  the  Castle^  very 
commanding  from  its  situation,  and 
well  preserved.  Its  owners,  the  Counts 
of  Gruydres,  were  sovereigns  of  the 
surrounding  district  down  to  1554, 
when  the  family  became  bankrupt, 
and  thus  forfeited  the  lordship,  so 
that  their  last  descendants  died  in  a 
strange  land.    It  is  now  falling  into 

\_Switz,'] 


decay,  only  one  portion  being  occu* 
pied  by  the  Prefet  The  gloomy  an- 
tiquity of  the  interior  correspond* 
with  the  character  of  its  watch-towers, 
battlements,  and  loop-holes,  as  seen 
from  without.  These  walls  are  14  ft. 
thick,  the  halls  vaulted  and  dimly 
lighted  by  small  windows  :  in  one  is  a 
fireplace  at  which  oxen  were  roasted 
whole.  The  torture  chamber  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  still  contains  the  rack 
which  has  been  used  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century,  to  inflict 
punisliment.  The  language  spoken 
by  the  people  of  the  district,  a  dialect 
of  the  Bomansch  (called,  in  German, 
Gruverin-Welsch),  is  thought  to  prove 
their  descent  from  the  Burgunoians. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  the  attention  of 
travellers.  The  district  is  also  famous 
for  its  cheeses,  and  supplies  from  its 
rich  pastures  a  great  part  of  the 
40,000  centners  (cwt.)  of  cheese  which, 
canton  Freiburg  manufactures  yearly, 
and  which  is  chiefly  exported  under 
the  name  of  Gruy^re.  The  old  Ch,  of 
8t.  Theodule,  containing  a  monument 
with  marble  efligies  of  a  Count  of" 
Gruyeres,  in  singular  costume — is  re- 
markable for  its  antiquity.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  town  are  a  lazy  set, 
many  of  them  pensioners  of  a  very 
rich  Hospital  here. 

The  watch-tower  of  La  Tour  de^ 
Treme  was  an  outpost  of  the  Counts 
of  Gruyeres. 

3|  Bulle  (Boll)  — r/nns;  Cheval 
Blanc,  good  ;  Maison  de  Ville) — one 
of  the  most  industrious  towns  in  the' 
canton.  It  contains  nearly  1 500  Inhab., 
and  is  the  chief  depot  for  the  Gruy^re 
cheese  made  in  the  valleys  of  the  Saa- 
rine  and  of  Charmey.  It  is  distant 
about  1 8  m.  from  Freiburg*  and  the 
same  from  Vevay.  A  diligence  daily 
between  those  two-  towns  runs  by 
Bulle. 

Our  course  now  turns  S.  along  the 
high  road  between  these  two  places,, 
skirting  the  W.  base  of  the  Moleson  to 

4^  Chatel  St.  Denis  (Kastels)— 
(Inn:  Mai«on  de  Ville) — a  picturesque 
village  with  an  elevated  castle  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Veveyse.  ^  m.  S.  of 
it  the  road  enters  canton  Vaud. 

An  excellent  road,  admirably  en- 
G 
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gineered,  carried  by  an  easy  descent 
in  zigzags  down  the  steep  hill  towards 
the  Doautiful  lake  Leman,  conducts 
the  traveller  to 

li  Vecay  (Rte.  56).  The  view  from 
this  road  is  nearly  as  fine  as  from  the 
Jaman,  so  that  you  have  no  reason  to 
regret  the  enormous  bends  which  it 
makes,  though  they  lengthen  the 
journey  by  several  miles. 


ROUTE  4lA. 

CHiiTEAU  D'OEX  TO  AIGLE  BY  THE 
VALLEY  DES  ORHONDS. 

6i  hours'  walk. 

A  road,  at  present  practicable  only 
for  mules  and  foot  passengers,  di- 
verges to  the  L  from  the  grand  route 
from  Thun,  at  the  entrance  of  Chateau 
d'Oex  (Rte.  41),  and  leads  the  tourist 
by  the  valley  of  the  Mausse,  at  an 
elevation  of  3500  ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  a  distance  of  3  leagues  to 
Comballe,  a  small  village,  or  rather 
collection  of  chalets,  which  is  never 
free  from  snow  before  the  month  of 
June.  On  one  side  of  this  mountain 
route  rise  in  all  their  grandeur  the 
Moleson,  the  Dent  de  Jaman,  and  all 
their  train  of  frowning  and  fantastic 
satellites;  and  on  the  other  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Diablerets,  with  the  Dent 
du  Midi  and  VaUaisan  alps  in  the 
distance. 

At  Comballe  there  is  a  comfortable 
little  Inny  much  frequented  in  summer 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  valleys,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mountain  air  and  a 
sulphureous  mineral  spring  of  some 
celebrity  which  takes  its  source  here. 
From  hence  by  a  rapid  descent,  and 
amidst  pine  forests,  rushing  cascades, 
valleys,  and  mountains,  the  traveller 
arrives  through  the  picturesque  valley 
of  Les  Ormonds  at 

Sepey,  a  distance  of  1  league. — 
(Inna:  rEtoile  (fair)  is  one  of  3  pen- 
sions of  a  homely  kind— moderate  in 
their  charts,  as  well  as  in  accommo- 
dation, which  is  quite  inferior  to  the 
hotels  at  Yevay  or  H.  Byron,  though 


suited  to  the  Swiss  who  resort  to  them 
from  June  to  the  end  of  August.) 
Nothing  can  be  more  primitive  and 
original  than  this  little  mountain 
town.  The  houses,  or  rather  chalets 
of  a  superior  description,  entirely 
composed  of  wood,  and  most  of 
them  carved,  and  in  general  covered 
with  verses  and  texts  from  the  Bible. 
The  inhabitants  of  les  Ormonds  are 
a  powerful  and  hardy  race,  celebrated 
as  the  best  rifle-shots  in  Switzerland. 
In  fact,  their  unerring  aim  at  immense 
distances  is  trvly  astonishing.  The 
pasturages  in  this  valley  are  much 
celebrated,  and  the  cheese,  cream,  and 
butter  of  les  Ormonds  equal  any  in 
the  canton. 

At  Sepey  2  paths  fall  in — a,  that 
from  Comballe  (N.),  and&.  that  leading 
from  the  Upper  Ormonds,  up  which 
runs  a  path  (E.)  by  TEglise  (2  hrs. 
from  Sepey)  and  lies  Isles,  over  the 
Col  de  PiUon,  to  Gsteig  (Rte.  40.) 
and  Saanen.    The  pass  is  not  difficult. 

"From  Sepey  to  Aigle  (3  short 
leagues)  the  descent  is  made  in  any 
description  of  carriage  in  f  hour,  the 
ascent  in  2^  hrs.,  by  a  road  which, 
perhaps,  for  beauty  of  construction  is 
not  surpassed  in  Europe.  It  was  com- 
menced by  the  Y audois  Government 
in  1836,  with  the  intention  of  con- 
necting the  Simplon  with  Thun,  In- 
terlachen,  and  the  German  cantons 
at  Chateau  d'Oex,  but  owing  to  the 
enormous  expense  which  has  attended 
its  formation,  and  the  continual  re- 
pairs that  are  necessary  in  winter, 
from  the  snow  and  other  causes,  it 
has  not  been  continued  farther  than 
Sepey.  The  road  is  wide,  and  its 
gradual  and  easy  ascent  around  the 
sides  of  a  seemingly  impracticable 
mountain,  to  a  height  of  nearly  3000 
ft.,  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  the 
engineer  who  superintended  the  work, 
M.  Pichard,  a  Yaudois,  since  dead,  it  is 
said,  owing  to  his  unremittingexertions 
in  this  department.  It  is  remarkable 
for  the  boldness  of  its  construction 
upon  the  sides  of  and  through  enor- 
mous rocks.  At  the  bottom  of  tho 
valley,  beneath  the  feet  of  the  traveller, 
rushes  the  Grande  Eau  in  a  con* 
tinual  series  of  torrents  and  cascades. 
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Frightftd  precipices  frown  above  Mm  ; 
and  the  Contour  Bleu,  an  immense 
work,  composed  of  3  lone  and  high 
Walls  upon  which  the  road  passes  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice,  adds  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  scene.  In  the  dis- 
tance, near  Aigle,  the  snowy  tops  of 
the  Dent  du  Mdi  glisten  in  contrast 
to  the  dark  forests  of  the  Ormonds, 
and  the  Dent  de  Chammosaire  rears 
its  grey  peak  above  the  pasturages 
and  chalets  that  are  everywhere  seat- 
on  the  mountain  sides." — J.  D. 

Aigle,  the  first  stage  from  Ville- 
neuve,  on  the  Simplon  road,  is  the 
best  starting-point  for  exploring  the 
valley  des  Ormonds. 


ROUTE  42. 

BERNE  TO  LAUSANNE,  BY  FEEYBURG. 

20J  leagues  =  60f  Eng.  miles, 
reckoned  as  13f  posts.  Post-horses 
may  be  obtained  on  the  road,  all  the 
way  from  Berne  to  Geneva.  See  In- 
troduction, ^  5. 

Diligences  daily  in  11  hours.  The 
road  to  Freyburg  has  been  improved. 

Quitting  Berne  by  the  gate  of  Morat, 
flanked  by  its  two  bears,  we  traverse 
a  fertile  but  not  very  interesting  coun- 
try. At  Neueneck,  where  there  is  a 
rinn  (the  Hirsch),  the  stream  of 
Sense,  which  separates  canton 
Berne  from  Freyburg,  is  crossed. 
About  4-  m.  lower  down  this  stream  is 
LcMpen,  famous  for  the  battle  in  which 
the  Swiss  confederates,  under  Rudolph 
of  Erlach,  defeated  the  mailed  chivalry 
of  Burgundy  and  Suabia,  1339.    At 

2]  Neueneck  the  admirably  con- 
structed new  road  turns,  immediately 
after  crossing  the  bridge,  along  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  amidst  beautiful 
scenery  gradually  reaches  **  the  high 

g'ound  which  commands  the  Alps 
om  Sentis  to  Moleson  in  clear 
weather." — H,  M,  The  gauze  wings 
and  dark  dress  of  the  female  peasan- 
try of  Berne  is  exchanged  for  broad- 
brimmed,  flapping  straw  hats  and  red 
petticoats ;  while  the  numerous  crosses 
at  the  road-side  announce  a  Roman 
Catholic  canton. 


The  appearance  of  Freyburg  from 
the  Berne  road  is  singularly  striking 
and  picturesque,  as  the  road,  winding 
round  the  shoulder  of  the  steep  hifl 
overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Saarine, 
brings  the  traveller  suddenly  in  view 
of  its  antique  battlements  and  nume-- 
rous  towers,  crowning  the  summit  of  a 
precipitous  rock  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  gorge.  Near  the  top  of  the  hiU 
is  seen  a  staring  modem  building, 
like  a  manufactory,  with  5  stories  and 
many  windows,  once  a  Jesuits'  Pen- 
sionnat ;  not  far  fron^  it  the  former 
Jesuits'  college  and  convent ;  next,, 
the  Gothic  tower  and  church  of  St» 
Nicholas ;  beyond  appears  the  suspen- 
sion-bridge, huDg  by  4  ropes  of  iron 
across  the  river,  and  linking  together 
the  two  sides  of  the  valley.  Previous  to 
its  construction  the  only  way  of  reach- 
ing the  town  from  Berne  was  by  de- 
scending the  steep  hill  on  the  one  side, 
and  following  numerous  circuitous  zig> 
zags  which  iSd  to  the  water  side.  The 
road  then  crossed  the  river  3  times  by 
3  different  low  bridges,  after  which  it 
immediately  ascended  another  slope 
equally  steep.  A  diligence,  or  heavy 
carriage,  performing  this  meandering- 
and  difficult  route,  required  not  much 
less  than  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
town  ;  at  present  the  traveller  rolls 
luxuriously  over  this  beautiful  bridge, 
and,  without  either  ascending  or  de- 
scending, is  transported  in  2  minutes 
through  a  breach  formed  in  the  old 
houses,  on  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
into  the  centre  of  the  town.  A  mo- 
derate toll  for  every  person,  horse,  and 
carriage,  is  paid  on  crossing. 

34  Freyburg.  — (/nrw;  Zahringer 
Ho^  close  to  the  bridge,  very  good  : 
beds,  2  fr.  ;  table  d'hote  at  12^,  3fr.  j 
at  5,  4  fr. ;  tea  1:J  fr.  The  view  from 
the  platform  behind  of  the  two  bridges 
is  very  striking.  H.  des  Marchands, 
near  the  church,  also  good.) 

This  town,  the  capital  of  canton 
Freyburg  (9000  Inhab.,  chiefly  Rom. 
Oath.),  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  windings  of  the  Saarine 
(Saane).  Many  of  the  houses  stand 
on  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice  over- 
hanging tne  river,  ana  their  quaint 
architecture,  the  long  line  of  embat- 
G  2 
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tied  walls  stretching  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  varied  by  the  chain  of  feudal 
watch-towers,  and  gateways  of  the 
ancient  fortifications  which  still  exist 
in  a  perfect  state,  together  with  the 
singular  and  romantic  features  of  the 
gorge  of  the  Saarine,  give  the  distant 
view  of  the  town  an  aspect  different 
from  that  of  an^  other  in  Kurope, 
which  is  at  once  imposing  and  highly 
picturesque.  The  narrow  dirty  streets 
and  mean  buildings  of  the  interior  do 
not  altogether  correspond  with  these 
outward  promises  of  interest. 

Freyburg  wag  founded  in  1175,  by 
Duke  Berchthold  of  2^hringen. 

The  Suspension  Bridge^  the  longest 
of  a  single  curve  in  the  world,  was 
completea  and  thrown  open  in  1834. 
The  engineer  who  constructed  it  is 
M.  Chalev,  of  Lyons.  Its  dimensions, 
compared  with  those  of  the  Menai 
bridge,  are  as  follows : — 

Length.    Elevation.    Breadth. 
Freyburg... 941  ft.        180ft.        22ft.llin. 
Menai 580  180  25 

It  is  supported  on  4  cables  of  iron 
wire,  each  containing  1 056  wires,  the 
united  strength  of  which  is  capable  of 
supporting  3  times  the  weight  which 
the  oridge  will  ever  be  likely  to  bear, 
or  3  times  the  weight  of  2  rows  of 
waggons,  extending  entirely  across  it.. 
The  cables  enter  the  ground  on  each 
side  obliquely  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  are  then  carried  down  ver- 
tical shafts  out  in  the  rook,  and  filled 
with  masonry,  through  which  they 
pass,  being  attached  at  the  extremity 
to  enormous  blocks  of  stone.  The 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
almost  exclusively  Swiss;  the  iron 
came  from  Berne,  the  limestone  ma* 
sonry  from  the  quarries  of  the  Jura, 
the  wood-work  from  the  forests  of 
Freyburg?  the  workmen  were,  with 
the  exception  of  one  man,  natives  who 
had  never  seen  such  a  bridge  before. 
It  was  completed  in  3  years,  at  an 
expense  of  about  600,000  fr.  (25,000/, 
sterling),  and  in  1834  was  subjected 
to  various  severe  trials  to  prove  its 
strength.  First,  15  pieces  of  artillery, 
drawn  by  50  horses,  and  accompanied 
by  300  people,  passed  over  it  at  one 


time,  and  were  collected  in  as  close  a 
body  as  possible,  first  on  the  centre, 
and  then  at  the  two  extremities,  to 
try  the  efiB^t  of  their  concentrated 
weight.  A  depression  of  a  metre  (39^ 
inches)  was  thus  produced  in  the  part 
most  weighed  upon,  but  no  sensible 
oscillation  was  occasioned.  A  few 
days  after  the  bridge  was  opened  by 
the  bishop  and  authorities  of  the  town, 
accompanied  by  about  2000  persons, 
who  passed  over  it  twioe,  in  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  a  military  band, 
and  keeping  step.  On  this  occasion 
a  slight  horizontal  vibration  was  pro- 
duced, but  it  is  very  improbable  that 
the  bridge  in  its  ordinar^^  service  will 
ever  receive  such  a  multitude  at  once. 
The  passage  of  2  or  3  heavy  carriages 
or  carts  across  it  causes  only  the 
slightest  perceptible  oscillation;  and 
nothing  is  more  extraordinary  in  this 
beautiml  structure  than  the  combi- 
nation of  stability  with  such  apparent 
fragility.  The  bridge  is  well  seen 
from  the  platform  of  the  Hotel  de 
Zahringue,  from  the  old  road  below 
it,  and  from  the  singular  gorge  of 
Gotteron. 

Another  Wire  Bridge^  640  fbet  long 
and  317  high,  has  been  suspended 
across  the  gorge  of  Gotteron,  on  the 
opposite  si(fe  of  the  river  Saarine.  It 
was  finished  in  1840.  Though  not  of 
such  large  dimensions  as  that  built  in 
1834,  it  is  more  curious,  as  the  wire 
cables  are  attached  immediately  to 
the  solid  rock  on  each  side,  and  the 
point  of  suspension  is  higher  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  half  a  bridge.  The 
object  of  this  mode  of  construotion  is 
economy,  the  expense  of  building  piers 
of  solid  masonry  from  the  bottom  of 
the  valley  being  saved. 

The  principal  Ch.  of  St  Nicholas  is 
rather  a  handsome  Gothic  building 
(date  1285-1500).  The  portal  under 
the  tower  (date  1452)  is  surmounted 
by  a  curious  bas-relief,  representing 
the  Last  Judgment.  In  the  centre 
stands  St.  Nicholas,  and  above  him  is 
seated  the  Saviour;  on  the  L  hand  an 
angel  is  weighing  mankind  in  a  huge 
pair  of  scales,  not  singly  but  by  lots, 
and  a  pair  of  imps  are*  maliciously 
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endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  scale, 
and  make  t£e  other  kick  the  beam; 
below  is  St.  Peter,  ushering  the  good 
into  Paradise.  On  the  rt.  hand  is  the 
reverse  of  this  picture — a  devil,  with 
a  pig's  head,  is  dragging  after  him,  by 
a  chain,  a  crowd  of  wicked,  and  car- 
ries a 'basket  on  his  back,  also  fiUed 
with  figures,  apparently  about  to  pre- 
cipitate them  into  a  vast  cauldron 
suspended  over  a  fire,  which  several 
other  imps  are  stirring.  In  the  cor- 
ner is  Hell,  represented  by  the  jaws 
of  a  monster,  filled  up  to  the  teeth 
with  evil-doers,  and  above  it  is  Satan, 
seated  on  his  throne. 

The  Organ,  built  by  the  late  Aloys 
Moser,  a  native  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  finest  instruments  in  Europe. 
The  organist  is  allowed  to  play  on  it 
for  the  gratification  of  travellers  only 
at  hours  when  the  mass  is  not  going 
on-^at  4  past  1  and  i  past  5  in  the 
afternoon,  and  on  fete  days  not  at 
alL  An  arrangement  is  made  with 
the  organist  by  which  strangers  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
instrument  after  the  table-d'hote  at 
the  Zahringer  Hof.  His  fee  is  11  fr. 
for  a  party,  but  guests  from  that  inn, 
attended  by  a  valet-de-place,  pay  1  fr. 
each.  The  performance  terminates 
with  the  imitation  of  a  storm,  intro- 
ducing the  howling  of  the  wind,  and 
the  roaring  of  the  thunder,  inter- 
spersed witn  a  few  flashes  of  lightning 
from  *  Der  Freischutz.*  The  instru- 
ment has  64  stops  and  7800  pipes, 
some  of  them  32  ft  long. 

Down  to  1847  Canton  Freyburg 
presented  a  remarkable  instance  of  a 
state  with  a  constitution  purely  demo- 
cratic, in  which  the  chief  influence 
was  exercised  by  the  hierarchy.  The 
town  of  Freyburg  was  a  stronghold 
of  the  Romish  priesthood:  it  is  the 
see  of  a  bishop,  who  still  styles  him- 
self Bishop  01  Lausanne,  although, 
since  the  Reformation,  the  canton 
Vaud  is  cut  off  from  his  diocese.  It 
contained  no  less  than  9  convents 
(5  for  monks  and  4  for  nuns),  12 
churches,  and  10  chapels.  The  Jesuits, 
while  interdicted  from  most  other 
states  of  Europe,  were  here  openly 


tolerated,  having  been  recalled,  in 
1818,  by  a  decree  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  the  canton.  The  Jesuits'  Convent, 
or  college,  was  founded  in  1584  by 
Father  Canisius,  who  died  in  the 
odour  of  sanctity  at  the  age  of  77, 
and  is  interred  in  the  Jesuits'  church, 
awaiting  the  honours  of  canonisation, 
which  have  been,  it  is  said,  long  pro- 
mised to  his  remains.  Henry  IV.  of 
France  subscribed  towards  the  build- 
ing of  the  church,  and  presented  the 
high  altar,  little  aware  of  his  coming 
fe-te  from  the  dagger  of  a  Jesuit.  The 
college  was  suppressed  by  a  decree  of 
the  Diet,  1847.  The  building  of  the 
convent  is  of  very  humble  kind,  rather 
mean  than  otherwise,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable.  Its  walls  are 
lined  with  bad  portraits  of  the  gene- 
rals of  the  order  of  Jesus,  and  of  the 
rectors  of  the  establishment. 

ITie  Pensionnat,  or  Jesuits'  School, 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  the 
town,  situated  on  a  spot  overlooking 
the  other  edifices,  was  destined  for 
the  reception  of  about  400  pupils, 
many  of  them  children  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  noblesse  of  France  and  Ger- 
many, who  were  sent  hither  for  their 
education.  The  School  and  Convent 
have  been  deserted  since  1848. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  Freyburg 
is  the  ancient  trunk  of  a  Lime-tree, 
planted,  according  to  tradition,  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Morat,  in  1476. 
The  story  relates  that  a  ^oung  Frey- 
burgois,  who  had  fought  m  the  battle, 
anxious  to  bring  home  the  good  news, 
ran  the  whole  way,  and  arrived  oft 
this  spot,  bleeding,  out  of  breath,  and 
so  exhausted  by  ^tigue,  that  he  fell 
down,  and  had  barely  time  to  cry 
"Victory!"  when  he  expired.  The 
branch  of  lime  which  he  carried  in 
his  hand  was  immediately  planted, 
and  grew  into  the  tree,  of  which  this 
decayed  trimk,  20  ft.  in  circumference, 
is  the  remains.  Its  branches  are  sup- 
ported by  stone  piUars. 

Near  to  it  is  the  ancient  Rathhaus, 
a  building  of  no  consequence,  but 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  Duke  of 
Zahringen's  castle. 

A  long  flight  of  steps  leads  from 
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this  down  to  the  lower  town  and  river 
side:  it  is  called  the  Eue  Court  Chemin, 
and  the  roofs  of  some  of  its  houses 
serve  as  pavement  for  the  street  above 
it,  called  Rue  Grande  Fontaine, 

The  canton  Freyburg  is  singularly- 
divided  between  the  German  and 
French  languages;  and  the  line  of 
separation,  extending  from  the  S.E. 
•corner  to  the  N.W.,  passes  through 
the  town  of  Freyburg,  so  that  in  the 
upper  town  French  is  spoken,  and  in 
the  lower  German.  This  distinction, 
however,  is  wearing  out. 

The  walls  and  gates  of  the  town 
are  perfect  specimens  of  ancient  forti- 
fication, and  contribute,  along  with  the 
general  air  of  antiquity,  to  carry  back 
the  spectator  to  a  remote  state  of 
society.  One  tower,  near  the  Pre- 
fecture (thrown  across  the  street,  and 
now  converted  into  a  prison),  has  ac- 
quired the  name  of  Im  Mauvaise  Tour, 
because  it  contained  the  rack.  Though 
the  torture  had  been  disused  in  the 
canton  for  many  years,  it  was  not 
legally  abolished  until  1830  I 

The  romantic  character  of  the 
winding  gorge  of  the  Saarine,  on 
whose  margin  Freyburg  is  planted, 
has  been  before  alluded  to.  Close  to 
the  old  bridge  of  Berne,  another  gorge, 
deep  sunk  between  rocks  of  sandstone, 
•called  Gorge  de  Gotteron,  opens  into  the 
Saarine.  It  is  a  wild  spot,  and  the 
Yfite  bridge,  spanning  the  ravine  high 
over  head  with  its  web-like  filaments, 
increases  its  picturesque  character. 
The  larger  suspension-bridge  is  also 
well  seen  from  it. 

About  3  m.  lower  down  the  valley 
of  the  Saarine  is  the  Grotto  of  St,  Mag- 
dalene, a  hermitage  and  chapel  cut  out 
of  the  sandstone  rock,  by  a  native  of 
Gruy^res  named  Dupre,  between  1670 
and  1680.  Its  wonders  have  been  ex<- 
aggerated  by  the  ^ide-books,  and  it 
is  scarce  worth  a  visit. 

Morat  is  about  10  m.  from  Frey- 
burg (Bte.  43).  Coaches  run  thither, 
and  the  steamer  navigating  the  lake 
to  Neuchatel  sometimes  touches  at 
Morat.  There  is  a  good  diligence 
road  from  Freyburg  to  Vevay  by 
jBulle(Rte.41). 


The  shortest  way  to  Lausanne  is  by 
Bomont,  but  the  road  is  so  bad  that  it 
is  rarely  followed.  Instead  of  it,  the 
circuitous  route  by  Fayeme,  in  canton 
Yaud,  is  usually  taken :  it  is  hilly, 
and  not  very  interesting. 

4J  Pay  erne— Germ.  Peterlingen — 
(^Inn$:  Bar,  is  newer,  but  not  better 
than  the  Hotel  de  Yille).  There  are 
two  churches  in  this  walled  town — 
the  one,  now  turned  into  a  ffalle  au 
Ble,  is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  ancient.  Bertha  Queen  of  Bur- 
^ndy ,  the  founder  of  it  and  of  the  ad- 
joining convent  (suppressed  since  the 
Reformation,  and  now  a  school),  was 
buried  in  it  The  curiosity  of  the 
place  is  Queen  Bertha's  Saddle,  a 
cumbrous  machine  kept  in  the  parish 
church,  from  which  it  appears  that, 
in  her  da^^s,  it  was  the  fashion  for 
ladies  to  ride  en  cavalier ;  but  Bertha 
spun  as  she  rode,  having  a  distaff 
planted  on  the  pummeL  &  the  same 
church  is  Bertha's  tomb,  an  antique 
sarcophagus  discovered  1818,  now 
covered  with  a  slab  of  black  marble. 

A  carriage-road  runs  from  Payeme 
by  Estavayer  to  Yverdun,  partly  near 
the  lake  of  Neuchatel.  That  to  Lau- 
sanne ascends  the  valley  of  the  Broye, 
past  Lucens  (Lobsingen)  and  its  castle 
to— 

4|  Moudon— Germ.  Milden— (/««.• 
H.  Victoria,  not  good.)  This  town 
(1500  Inhab.)  was  the  Roman  Mini- 
dunum,  hence  its  modern  name. 

At  the  village  of  Carouge,  a  road 
turns  off  on  the  L  to  Vevay. 

The  stage  to  Lausanne,  about  13 
m.,  consists  of  nearly  7  of  long  and 
incessant  ascent,  and  5  of  descent 
Extra  horses  are  required  for  the 
first.  From  the  summit  and  S.  slope 
of  the  Jorat,  for  that  is  the  name  of 
the  hill,  a  beautiful  view  expands 
over  the  Leman  Lake ;  and  in  clear 
weather  the  snows  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  high  Alps  border  the  horizon. 

It  is  a  drive  of  3  hrs.  from  Moudoo 
to 

5  Lausanne  (Rte.  56), 
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ROUTE  43. 

BEBNE  TO  LAUSANNE,  BY  MORAT  AND 
AVENCHES  (AVENTICUM). 

184  leagues  =  56  J  Eng.  m. 

Diliffence  daily,  in  10  hrs. 

A  mstant  view  of  the  Alp  Is  ob- 
tained on  the  1.  The  Saarine  is  crossed 
at 

3^  Giiminen,  and  a  little  farther  on 
the  road  enters  Canton  Freyburg. 
This  part  of  it  exhibits  a  more  indus- 
trious and  thriring  aspect  than  the 
rest :  it  is  Protestant. 

2 J  Morat — Germ.  Murten — {Inns: 
Couronne  ;  Croix  Blanche)— a  thriv- 
ing town  of  1853  Inhab.,  situated  on 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Morat, 
on  the  high  road  from  Berne,  Basle, 
and  Soleure,  to  Ijausanne.  Its  nar- 
row and  somewhat  dismal  streets  are 
overlooked  by  an  old  Castle;  and  it 
is  still  partly  surrounded  by  feudal 
fortifications — the  same  which,  for  10 
days,  withstood  the  artillery  of  Charles 
the  Bold. 

"  There  is  a  spot  shonid  not  be  passM  In  vain— 
Morat  I  the  proud,  the  patriot  field!    Where 

man 
May  uaze  on  ghastly  trophies  of  the  slafn, 
Nor  blush  for  those  who  conquer'd  on  that 

plain. 
Here  Burgundy  bequeathed  his  tombless  host, 
A  bony  heap  through  ages  to  remain  ; 
Themselves  their  monument."^  Bafron* 

The  battle  of  1476^  which  has  ren- 
dered the  name  of  this  otherwise  in- 
significant town  fkmous  all  over  the 
world,  was  fought  under  its  walls. 
The  Swiss  were  drawn  up  along  the 
heights  a  little  to  the  S. W.,  ana  no- 
thing could  resist  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  loss  of  the  Burgundians 
was  immense  :  15,000  dead  bodies 
were  left  on  the  field,  and  thousands 
perished  in  the  lake.  The  bodies  of 
the  slain  were  ooUeoted  by  the  Swiss 
in  an  Ossuary,  which,  after  standing 
300  years,  was  destroyed  in  1798  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  Burgundian  I«egion 
in  the  Revolutionary  French  army, 
anxious  to  effiioe  this  reoord  of  their 
ancestors'  disgrace  and  defeat.  The 
•ringleaders  were  the  band  of  the  75th 
half-brigade. 

Byron,  who  visited  the  spot  in  1816, 


says—"  A  few  bones  still  remain,  not- 
withstanding the  pains  taken  by  the 
Burgundians  for  ages  (all  who  passed 
that  way  removing  a  bone  to  their 
own  country),  and  the  less  justifiable 
larcenies  of  the  Swiss  postilions,  who 
carried  them  off  to  sell  for  knife- 
handles — a  purpose  for  which  the 
whiteness,  imbibed  by  the  bleaching 
of  years,  had  rendered  them  in  great 
request.  Of  those  relics  I  ventured 
to  bring  away  as  much  as  may  have 
made  a  quarter  of  a  hero,  for  which 
the  sole  excuse  is,  that,  if  I  had  not, 
the  next  passer-by  might  have  per- 
verted them  to  worse  uses  than  the 
careful  preservation  which  I  intended 
for  them." — Byron, 

Since  Byron  visited  the  spot,  the 
scattered  remains  have  been  collected 
and  buried,  and  an  obelisk  has  been 
set  up  over  them  rin  1822),  by  the 
canton,  at  the  road-side,*  about  J  m. 
S.  of  Morat,  on  the  site  of  the  bone- 
house.  The  inscription  belonging  to 
it,  and  one  or  two  cannon,  made  of 
iron  hoops,  used  in  the  battle,  are  still 
preserved  in  the  Town'house  of  Morat. 

The  best  view  of  the  battle-field 
and  lake  is  from  the  hill  of  Munch' 
vjyler,  near  an  enormous  lime-tree, 
36  ft.  in  circumference,  and  90  ft. 
high,  still  in  full  vigour  and  luxuri- 
ant foliage :  it  is  probably  at  least  600 
years  old»  since,,  accordmg  to  tradi- 
tion, the  Swiss  held  a  council  of  war 
before  the  battle  under  its  shade.  Ae* 
cording  to  Ebel,  the  tree  is  36^  ft.,  in 
diameter;  and  the  American,  Cooper, 
in  consequence,  took  a  long  walk  up 
the  hill,  under  a  hot  sun,  to  see  it^ 
**  There  we  went,  dragging  our  weary 
limbs  after   us,  to  discover  that  for 

*  diam^tre  *  we  ought  to  have  read 

*  circonference.'  I  wish  the  erratum 
had  been  in  his  book  instead  of  mine,!^ 

The  lake  of  Morat  is  about  5  m« 
long  and  3  broad:  it  is  separated  by 
a  narrow  flat  tract  of  land  from  the 
lake  of  Neuch&tel,  but  empties  itself 
into  it  through  the  river  Broye, 

The  steamer  from  Neuchatel  pro- 
ceeds, now  and  then,  to  Morat,  up  the. 
Broye. 

About  5  m.  beyond  Morat  is 

li  Avenches— Germ.  Wiflisburg— 
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{Inns:  Couronne;  Hotel  de  Ville),  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1050  Inhab., 
situated  in  the  S.W.  angle  of  the  area 
once  occupied  by  Aventicumf  the  Ro- 
man capital  of  Helvetia.  It  appears 
to  have  existed  before  the  time  of 
Csesar:  it  attained  the  height  of  its 
prosperity,  and  a  population  of  60,000 
souls,  in  the  reign  of  Vespasian  and 
Titus;  audit  was  destroyed,  first  by 
the  Alemanni,  and  afterwards  by  At- 
tila.  The  ancient  walls  may  be  traced 
for  nearly  4  m.,  in  some  pmces  14  ft. 
thick  and  15  ft.  high;  they  extended 
down  to  the  lake,  where  they  formed 
A  small  mole  and  harbour.  The  mo- 
dem town  fills  but  one-tenth  of  the 
space  they  enclosed — the  rest  is  mea- 
dow-land or  corn-field.  About  a  mile 
before  reaching  Avenches  the  road 
from  Morat  is  carried  through  a 
breach  in  these  ancient  fortifications. 
On  -the  L  is  seen  a  tower,  which, 
though  ruined,  is  the  most  perfect  of 
the  Koman  edifices  here.  They  owe 
their  total  destruction  to  their  massy 
masonry  having  been  for  ages  re- 
garded as  a  quarry  out  of  which  the 
neighbouring  houses  and  villages  have 
been  built.  Close  to  the  modern 
town,  on  the  L  of  the  road,  a  solitary 
Corinthian  column,  37  ft.  high,  is  still 
standing,  and  has,  for  a  long  time, 
served  the  storks  as  a  pedestal  to 
build  their  nests  on,  whence  it  is 
•called  the  Cigognier. 

"  By  a  lone  wall,  a  lonelier  colomn  rears 
A  grey  and  grief-worn  aspect  of  old  days : 
•Tis  the  last  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  years. 
And  looks  as  with  the  wild  bewildered  gaze 
Of  one  to  stone  converted  by  axnase, 
Yet  still  with  consciousness;  and  there  it 

stands. 
Making  a  marvel  that  it  not  decays, 
When  the  coeval  pride  of  ha  man  hands, 

Levell'd  Aventicnm,  hath  strew'd  her  subject 


Other  traces  of  fifdlen  splendour, 
such  as  broken  cornices,  inscriptions, 
the  remains  of  an  amphitheatrl^ 
and  fragments  of  an  aqueauct,  exist, 
end  may  be  discovered  by  minute 
search. 

Tacitus  has  recorded  the  history  of 
Julius  Alpinus,  the  chief  man  of  the 
<jity,  who  was  condemned  to  death  for 
aiding  and  abetting^  an  insurrection 
figainst  the  Boman  Emp.  Vitellius,  in 


ignorance  of  the  murder  of  his  rival 
Galba  (a.d.  69). 

1500  years  after  this  event  an  In- 
scription was  reported  to  have  been 
found  here,  bearing  these  words: — 
"Julia  Alpinula:  Hie  Jaceo.  Infe- 
licis  patris  infelix  proles.  Dese  Aven- 
tise  Sacer4os.  Exorare  patris  necem 
non  potui :  Male  mori  in  fatis  illi  erat. 
Vixi  annos  xxiii.  (I,  Julia  Alpinula, 
lie  here — unfortunate  child  of  an  un- 
fortunate parent,  priestess  of  the  God- 
dess Aventia.  I  failed  in  averting, 
by  my  prayers,  the  death  of  my  father : 
the  Fates  had  decreed  that  he  should 
die  ignominiously.  I  lived  to  the  age 
of  23.)"  Byron  says — "  I  know  of  no 
human  composition  so  affecting  as 
this,  nor  a  history  of  deeper  interest 
These  are  the  names  and  actions 
which  ought  not  to  perish,  and  to 
which  we  turn  with  a  true  and  healthy 
tenderness,  from  the  wretched  and 
glittering  detail  of  a  confused  mass  of 
conquests  and  battles,  with  which  the 
mind  is  roused  for  a  time  to  a  false 
and  feverish  sympathy,  from  whence 
it  recurs  at  length  with  all  the  nausea 
consequent  on  such  intoxication." 

"  ...  oh  I  sweet  and  sacred  be  the  name ! — 
Julia — ^the  daughter,  the  devoted— gave 
Her  youth  to  Heaven  ;  her  heart,  beneath  a 

claim 
Nearest  to  Heaven's,  broke  o'er  a  finther's 

grave. 
Justice  is  sworn  'gainst  tears,  and  hers  would 

crave 
The  life  she  lived  in  ;  but  the  judge  was  just. 
And  then  she  died  on  him  she  could  not 

save. 
Their  tomb  was  simple,  and  without  a  bust. 
And  held  within  one  urn  one  mind,  one 

heart,  one  dust." 

The  critical  acuteness  of  an  English 
nobleman  has  destroyed  the  romance 
of  this  story  by  provmg  incontestably 
that  the  above  pathetic  epitaph,  the 
cause  of  such  poetic  sympathy,  is  an 
impudent  modem  forgery  of  the  17th 
century,*  and  that  no  such  person  as 
Julia  Alpinula  ever  existed. 

The  feudal  Castle  was  built  by  a 
Count  Wivilo,  in  the  7th  century, 
whence  Wiflisburg,  the  German  name 
of  Avenches. 

At  Domdidier,  2  m,  &om  Avenches, 
a  road  strikes  off  on  the  rt.  to  Frey- 

•  See,  Quarterly  Review,'  June,  184«. 


Switzerland, 


EOUTE  44. — BERNE  TO  NEUCHItEL. 


129 


burg,  described,  along  with  its  re- 
markable bridge,  in  Bte.  42. 

3|  Payeme.  Here  we  fall  into  Bte. 
42,  from  Freyburg  to 

9|  Lausanne  (described  in  Ete.  56). 


ROUTE  44, 

BEBNE  TO  NEUCHATEL, 

10^  leagues  =  31^  Eng,  m. 

Diligences  daily  in  6  hours. 

The  following  road  passes  by  See- 
dorf,  a  village  named  from  the  pretty 
little  lake,  to 

44  Aarberg  (in  Rte.  1,  p.  8).  Here 
the  roads  from  Basle,  Soleure,  Neu- 
chatel,  and  Lausanne  meet  Travel- 
lers desirous  of  visiting  Bousseau's 
Island,  on  the  lake  of  Bienne  (Bte. 
45),  may  proceed  from  this  by  Wal- 
derswyl  and  Teuffelen  to  Gerolfingen, 
on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  about  4  m. 
from  Aarberg.  The  road  to  Neucha- 
tel  is  carried  through  Siselen  and 

3|  Anet,  or  Ins  {Inn:  B&r),  a  vil- 
lage on  an  eminence,  from  which  the 
Alps  are  well  seen  in  clear  weather, 
with  the  lake  of  Morat  and  Neuchitel 
near  at  hand.  The  lake  of  Bienne 
lies  about  3  m.  to  the  N.  of  this  place. 
You  overlook  from  this  the  Aarberger 
moor,  a  tract  of  morass,  9  m.  long  by 
6  m.  wide,  which  has  never  been 
drained,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
embanking.  An  excellent  road  has 
been  made  from  Anet  to  Morat,  open- 
ing a  ready  conmiunication  between 
Neuch&tel  and  Freybnrg.  Skirting 
the  hill  of  Jolimont  we  cross  the  river 
Thiel,  or  Zihl,  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel  are 
discharged  into  that  of  Bienne.  It 
forms  the  boundary  line  of  cantons 
Berne  and  NeuchiteL  The  Castle, 
close  to  the  bridge,  is  now  a  prison. 
A  road  runs  from  this  to  Erlach  (Cer- 
lier),  a  town  of  1000  Inhab.,  on  a  spur 
of  the  Jolimont^  which  projects  into 
the  lake  like  a  wall  or  causeway, 
nearly  as  far  as  Bousseau's  Island. 
The  castle  of  Erlach  was  the  cradle 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name: 


among  its  members  was  Budolph,  the 
hero  of  Laupen. 

Near  St.  Blaize  the  roat^  macadam- 
ized and  improved,  reaches  the  margin 
of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel,  and  continues 
along  it  at  the  foot  of  the  Chaumont, 
as  far  as 

3J  NeuchItel  (Germ.  Neuenburg) 
— Inns:  Faucon; — ^H.  des  Alpes,  at  the 
waterside,  best;  capital  trout; — H,  de 
Commerce,  or  Ancre. 

Neuchatel,  the  chief  town  of  the 
canton,  is  built  upon  the  steep  slope 
of  the  Jura  mountains,  and  along  a 
narrow  shelf  of  level  ground  between 
the  hUls  and  the  lake,  formed  for  the 
most  part  of  alluvial  deposits  brought 
down  by  the  river  Seyon,  partly  gained 
by  embankments  from  the  water.  Se- 
veral new  streets  have  been  built  on  the 
land  thus  acquired.  It  has  6348  Inhab. 
Except  as  the  threshold  of  Switzer- 
land, it  has  little  to  interest  the  pass- 
ing traveller:  it  has  but  little  trade, 
and  not  much  activity,  except  on 
market-days.  Its  objects  of  curiosity 
are  few  and  unimportant;  and  the 
scenery  of  the  lake,  though  agreeable, 
is  tame,  compared  with  that  of  other 
Swiss  lakes.  On  the  other  hand,  t ) 
one  newly  arrived  in  the  country,  the 
first,   and,  under  all    circumstances, 

florious  view  of  the  Alps  from  the 
eights  of  the  Jura  above  the  town, 
must  appear  magnificent;  and  should 
the  sky  be  clear,  and  the  traveller's 
temper  even,  the  objects  around  will 
assume  a  different  aspect,  and  Neu- 
ch&tel,  with  its  picturesque  old  castle, 
its  numerous  white  country-houses, 
its  vine-clad  hills,  and  its  blue  ex- 
panse of  lake,  will  be  pronounced 
oeautiful. 

The  Old  Castle  on  the  height, 
partly  converted  into  government 
offices,  was  originally  the  residence 
of  the  French  princes  of  Neuch&tel  of 
the  house  of  Chalons  (Longueville), 
who  were,  at  least  nominally,  the  so- 
vereigns of  this  little  state:  literally 
a  principality,  with  republican  insti- 
tutions, yet  retaining  many  feudal 
tenures.  The  subjects,  indeed,  of  the 
Prince  of  Neuchatel  maintained  jea- 
lously their  privileges  and  liberties, 
allowing  him  but  very  limited  au- 
G  3 
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thority  over  them.  When  the  house 
of  Chalons  became  extinct  in  1707, 
the  King  pf  Prussia  was  chosen,  as 
the  nearest  descendant  by  the  female 
line,  to  be  sovereign  or  stadtholder. 
The  rule  of  the  house  of  Branden- 
burg was  interrupted  by  Napoleon, 
who  made  Marshal  Berthier  JE*rince 
of  Neuchatel,  but  resumed  since  1815, 
and  continued  until  the  change  intro- 
duced bv  the  revolt  of  1848.  The 
king  had  the  right  of  appointing  a 
governor,  and  the  council  of  8  citi- 
zens and  natives.  The  Legislative 
Assembly  consisted  of  92  members  of 
whom  the  king  named  10.  Though 
long  an  ally  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
Neuchatel  was  not  formally  incorpo- 
.rated  as  a  member  of  the  Confederation 
until  1814. 

The  Chvrch,  adjoining  the  castle, 
is  a  Gothic  building  of  me  12th  cen- 
tury: but  the  E.  end,  in  the  round 
style,  is  older.  Within  it  are  curious 
.monuments  of  several  Counts  and 
jCountesses  of  Freyburg  in  Breisgau, 
decorated  with  their  effigies.  Farel, 
the  reformer,  was  buried  on  the  ter- 
race in  front  of  the  building,  but  the 
situation  of  his  ^ave  is  unknown. 
There  is  a  pieasmg  view  from  this 
terrace. 

The  H6UI  de  Ville^  in  the  lower 
town,  is  a  large  modem  edifice,  faced 
with  a  Grecian  portico.  In  it  the 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
canton  are  held. 

The  Gymnasium^  a  handsome  new 
building  near  the  lake,  erected  by  the 
town,  as  a  kind  of  public  school,  con- 
tains a  very  interesting  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  including  good  col- 


lections in  zoology,  concEoIogy,  and 
y.     The    specimens    of  rocks 


and  rossils  illustrating  the  structure 
of  the  Jura  mountains  are  very  com- 
plete and  instructive.  This  institu- 
tion owes  much  to  the  zeal  and  talents 
-of  Professor  Agassiz,  a  native  of  Neu- 
chatel, whose  interesting  discoveries 
in  the  history  of  fossil  fishes  have 
thrown  more  light  on  that  branch  of 
the  study  than  any  one  since  Cuvier 
had  done. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  this 
(own,  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its 


own  citizens,  are  on  a  very  splendid 
scale.  In  1786  one  David  Pury  left 
his  whole  fortune  of  4,000,000  of 
livres  (166,000/.)  to  endow  an  hos- 
pital and  poorhouse,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  native  town.  I]te  had 
quitted  it  a  poor  lad,  without  money 
or  friends,  had  gradually,  by  industrpr 
and  talent  for  business,  increased  his 
means,  becoming,  in  turn,  jeweller, 
owner  of  mines,  banker,  and,  finally, 
millionnaire,  at  Lisbon,  where  he  died. 

The  Hospital  Fowtales  is  a  similar 
monument  of  the  benevolence  and 
public  spirit  of  a  townsman.  It  is 
open  to  people  of  all  religions  and 
countries  alike. 

Those  who  would  enjoy  one  of  the 
finest  distant  views  of  the  Alps,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neuch&tel,  Morat,  and 
Bienne  in  the  foreground,  and  the  lone 
range  of  the  Jura  on  the  N.,  should 
ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  Chcmmont, 
the  hill  immediately  above  NeuchateL 
It  is  but  an  hour's  walk,  and  a  good 
carriage  road  leads  thither  in  1^  hour. 
It  is  5580  feet  above  the  sea-leveL 
The  view  comprehends  the  whole 
array  of  Alps,  from  the  Titlis  to 
Mont  Blanc,  and  is  said  to  be  finer 
even  than  that  ftrom  the  Weissenstein. 
It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  atmosphere  is  seldom  perfectly 
clear;  so  that  this  magnificent  view  is, 
perhaps,  seen  to  peitection  not  more 
than  between  10  and  20  times  in  a 
summer. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  about  2 
m.  above  ihe  town,  lies  the  largest 
boulder-stone  known  on  the  Jura;  it 
is  called  Pierre  a  Bot  (toad-stone),  and 
is  situated  in  a  wood,  near  a  farm- 
house; it  is  62  feet  long  by  48  broad, 
and  is  calculated  to  contain  14,000 
cubic  feet.  It  is  of  granite,  similar  to 
that  of  the  Great  St  Bernard,  from 
which  part  of  the  Alps  it  probably 
came,  as  there  is  no  similar  rock 
nearer  at  hand;  yet  it  exhibits  no 
symptoms  of  attrition,  all  its  angles 
bieing  perfectly  sharp.  No  satisnc- 
tory  explanation  has  yet  been  given 
of  the  extraordinary  multitu&  of 
simUar  detached  rocks,  which  strew 
the  entire  N.  slope  of  the  Jura,  and 
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which,  from  the  nature  of  the  stone, 
must  have  all  been  derived  from  the 
high  Alps.  Their  presence  in  this 
spot  is  attributed  by  Prof.  Agassiz  to 
the  existence  here  of  glaciers,  or  float- 
ing icebergs,  at  a  former  period  of  the 
world's  existence. 

The  Gorge  of  the  Seyon  (the  stream 
passing  through  the  town),  immedi- 
ately behind  Neuchsltel,  is  a  singular 
scene,  and  those  whp  find  litue  to 
amuse  them  in  the  town  wiU  not  re- 
pent a  walk  tQ  explore  it,  though  its 
recesses  ar^  only  to  be  reached  by 
scrambling  and  climbing^.  It  is  a 
deep  narrow  fissure,  dfeaving  the 
centre  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura,  and 
allowing  the  river  Seyon  to  escjape 
from  thie  Val  de  Buz  int9  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel*.  The  section  it  presents 
of  the  strata  of  the  Jura  limestone 
will  prove  particularly  instructive  to 
the  geologist.  In  one  spot  they  may 
be  observed  curved  apd  fractured, 
probably  by  the  upheaving  force  from 
below,  whicli  first  broke  this  cyevice 
in  the  mountain.  Outside  the  town, 
near  a  singularly-placed  water-mill, 
the  rent,  or  gorge,  mak^s  a  sudden 
bend  at  right  an^es  to  its  former  di- 
rection, and  the  rocks  nearly  close 
over  the  stream,  which  there  sweeps 
round  the  eminence  on  which  the 
castle  stands,  and  flows  into  the  lake 
i^ter  passing  through  the  centre  of 
the  town.  Though  in  winter  a  fu- 
rious torrent  sweeping  everytjiing  be- 
fore  it,  it  is  r^duced  in  sununer  to  a 
noisome  driblet  of  water,  exhaling 
unwholesome  effluvia,  4-  tunnel  has, 
in  consequence,  been  made  through 
the  rock  at  the  bend  before  alluded  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  capry  ing  its  waters 
entirely  clea|r  of  ihe  town  into  the 
lake,  at  a  considerable  distance  S.  of 
its  formei^  outlet.  This  publip  work 
was  executed  out  of  the  Fury  fund 
without  levying  any  ii^posts  pn  the 
townsfolk. 

A  new  road  to  Vallengin  has  been 
traced  up  this  gorge,  following  nearly 
the  line  of  the  conduit  which  supr 
plies  NeuchlU^l  with  water.  It  will 
require  to  be  cut  through  the  lime- 
stone rock  for  nearly  2  miles,  but  will 
avoid  altogether  the  painful  ascent 


13], 

and  descent  which  the  existing  road 
makes. 

The  principal  produce  of  t^e  can^ 
ton  is  wine  j  the  oest  sorts  resemble 
Burgundy,  but  are  much  inferior. 
Th^  red  wines  of  Cortaillod  and  Der- 
riere  Moulins,  and  the  white  grown 
between  Auverquier  and  St.  Blaise, 
are  most  in  repute  ;  they  are  agree- 
able as  sparkling  wines.  The  chief 
manufacture  is  that  of  watches  and 
clocks,  of  which  130,000  are  exported 
annually  :  the  centrical  sea^t  of  it  may 
be  said  to  be  the  valley  of  Chaux  de 
Fonds  and  Locle  (Rte.  48)  ;  but  much 
is  done  in '  the  town  of  Neuchatel. 
"  Most  of  the  watches  sold  at  Geneva 
are  made  in  the  canton  of  Neuchatel ; 
the  dealers  at  Geneva  contracting  for 
all  the  good  ones,  and  leaving  the  bad. 
But  the  maaufacturers  of  Neuchatel 
are  now  beginning  to  cultivate  for 
themselves  this  branch  of  industf-y, 
which  is  grEHlually  leaving  Geneva.'* 

—TV.  a  7:  ' 

The  Steamer  navigating  the  lalke 
sets  out  from  Neuchatel  at  8  A.if., 
reaches  Yverdun  at  10  ;  sets  out'  to 
return  at  10^,  reaches  Neuchatel  at 
12^.  An  omnibus  starts  from"  Yveirr 
dun,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  fpr 
Lausanne  in  4  hours.  By'  means  of 
this  conveyance  a  triaveller,  leaving 
Neuchatel  in  the  morning,  may  reac^ 
Lausanne  in  time  for  tJie  Geneva 
steamer,  so  as  tp  arrive  at  that  place 
by  6^  p.M,  . 

Diligences  go  daily  from  Neuchatel 
to  Pontarlier,  to  phaiix  de  Fonds; 
Brenets  and  Besang on,  to  Berne  and 
Bale,  to  Geneva  in  13  hours^  and  J^au* 
sanne  in  7  hours. 

Omnibus  to  Bienne  several  times 
a  day. 


JIOUTE  45, 

BIENNE  TP  YVERDUN  AND  LAUSANNE, 
BY  THE  LAKES  OF  BIENNE  AND  NEU- 
CHATEL, 

18^  stundenrsseof  English  miles. 
Bienne  is  described  in  Route  1. 
This    excellent    level    road    was. 
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finished  in  1837,  alon^  the  W.  shore 
of  the  lake  of  Bienne,  partly  by  cut- 
ting a  passage  through  the  rock. 

Steamer  plies  every  afternoon,  start- 
ing at  5  P.M.,  from  Bienne  to  Neu- 
chltel. 

The  Lake  of  Bienne  (German  Bieler 
See)  is  about  10  m.  long,  and  nearly 
3  broad.  It  is  8  feet  lower  than  the 
lake  of  Neuch&tel,  whose  waters  it 
receives  at  its  S.  extremity  by  the 
Thiel,  dischar^ng  them  again  at  the 
N.E.  corner,  through  a  continuation 
of  the  same  river.  Its  banks  are 
neither  bold  nor  striking,  but  it  pos- 
sesses much  quiet  beauty  of  scenery, 
although  it  owes  its  celebrity  chieny 
to  Rousseau's  residence  on  it,  and  to 
his  somewhat  extravagant  praises. 
"The  Isle  St.  Pierre,  on  wnich  he  took 
Tefuge  for  2  months,  in  1765,  after  his 
proscription  at  Paris,  and  his  pre- 
tended stoning  at  Motiers  (Route  49), 
is  situated  about  6  m.  from  Bienne. 
Boats  may  be  hired  at  almost  all  the 
villages  on  the  lake  to  row  to  it. 
There  is  now  a  steamer  on  this  lake, 
and  OH  that  of  NeuchiteL 

Carriages  may  be  sent  on  from 
Bienne  to  Glerisse,  a  village  opposite 
the  island,  to  wait 

The  island,  a  pretty  object,  is  a 
ridge  of  sandstone,  rising  12  ft.  above 
the  lake,  and  prolonged  southwards, 
under  water,  to  the  hill  called  Joli- 
mont.  It  is  crowned  by  a  beautiful 
grove  of  magnificent  old  oaks,  the 
shade  of  which  in  summer  is  most 
refreshing.  The  following  descrip- 
tion is  given  of  it  by  Rousseau  in  Ms 
Reveries: — 

**  De  toutes  les  habitations  o&  j'ai 
demeure  (et  fen  ai.eu  de  charmantes), 
aucune  ne  ma  rendu  si  veritablement 
heureux,  et  ne  m'a  laisse  de  si  ten- 
dres  regrets  que  File  de  St.  Pierre,  au 
milieu  du  lac  de  Bienne.  Cette 
petite  lie,  qu'on  appelle  k  Neufchatel 
Vile  de  la  motte,  est  bien  pen  connue, 
m^me  en  Suisse.  Cependant  elle  est 
tr^s-agreable  et  singulidrement  situce 
pour  le  bonheur  d'un  homme  qui 
aime  k  se  circonscrire;  car  quoique 
je  sois  peut-etre  le  seul  au  monde  k 
qui  sa  destinee  en  ait  fiiit  une  loi,  je 
Be  puis  croire  Hre  le  seal  qui  ait  iin 


gout  si  naturel,  quoique  je  ne  Taie 
trouve  jusqu*ici  chez  nul  autre. 

••I«es  rives  du  lac  de  Bienne  sont 
plus  sauvages  etplus  romantiques  que 
ceUes  du  ]Sc  de  Geneve  parce  que  les 
rochers  et  les  bois  y  bordent  1  eau  de 
plus  prds;  mais  elles  ne  sont  pas  moins 
riantes:  il  v  a  moins  de  culture  de 
champs  et  de  vignes,  moins  de  villes  et 
de  maisons;  il  y  a  aussi  plus  de  ver- 
dure naturelle,  plus  de  prairies,  d'asiles 
ombrages  de  bocages,  des  contrasted 
plus  frequents  et  des  acddens  plus 
rapproches.  Comme  il  n*y  a  pas  sur 
ces  heureux  bords  de  ^randes  routes 
conunodes  pour  les  voitures,  le  pays 
est  pen  frequente  par  les  voyageurs* : 
mais  il  est  interessant  pour  des  con- 
templatifs  solitaires,  qui  aiment  a 
s*enivrer  des  charmes  de  la  nature  et 
k  se  recueillir  dans  un  silence  que 
ne  trouble  aucun  bruit  que  le  cri  aes 
aigles,  le  rami^e  entrecoupe  de 
quelques  oiseaux,^t  le  roulement  des 
torrents  qui  tombent  de  la  montagne. 
Ce  beau  bassin,  d'une  forme  presque 
ronde,  renferme  dans  son  milieu  deux 

Setites  lies.  Tune  habitee  et  cultiv^e, 
'environ  demi-lieue  de  tour;  I'autre, 
plus  petite,  deserte  et  en  friche,  et 
qui  sera  detruite  il  la  fin  par  les  trans- 
ports de  la  terre  qu*on  en  ote  sans 
cesse  pour  reparer  les  degats  que  les 
vagues  et  les  orages  font  a  la  grande. 
O'est  ainsi  que  la  substance  du  faible 
est  toujours  employee  au  profit  du 
puissant. 

**  II  n'y  a  dans  llle  qu'une  seule  mai- 
son,mais  grande,  agr§able  et  commode, 
qui  appartient  k  rhdpital  de  Berne, 
ainsi  que  llle,  et  oil  loge  le  reoeveur 
avec  sa  famille  et  ses  domestiques.  II 
y  entretientunenombreuse  basse-cour, 
une  voli^re  et  des  reservoirs  pour  les 
poissons.  L*ile  dans  sa  petitesse  est 
tellement  variee  dans  ses  terrains  et 
dans  ses  aspects,  qu'elle  offre  toutes 
sortes  de  sites,  et  soufire  toutes  sortes 
de  culture:  on  y  trouve  des  champs, 
des  vignes,  des  bois,  des  vergers,  de 
gras  paturages  ombrages  de  TOsquets 
et  bordesd'arbrisseauxdetouteesp^e, 

*  Steamboats,  and  the  n«w  road  along  Um 
W.  shore  of  the  lake,  within  a  musket-shot  of 
the  island,  have  produced  a  great  change  on 
this  lietd  sinee  Rounefta  vrote. 
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dont  le  bord  des  eaux  entretient  la 
fraicheur;  une  haute  terrasse  plantee 
de  deux  rangs  d*arbres  enlace  Tile 
dans  toute  sa  longueur,  et  dans  le 
milieu  de  cette  terrasse  on  a  bUti  un 
joli  salon,  o^  les  habitants  des  rives 
voisines  se  rassemblent  et  yiennent 
danser  les  Dimanches  durant  les  ven- 
danges.  Une  de  mes  navigations  les 
plus  frequentes  etait  d'aUer  de  la 
grande  k  la  petite  tie,  d'y  debarquer 
et  d'y  passer  Tapr^SHdinee,  tantot  k 
des  promenades  tr^s-oiroonscrites  au 
milieu  des  marceaux,  des  bourdaines, 
des  persicaires,  et  des  arbrisseaux  de 
toute  espece;  et  tantot  m'etablissant 
au  sommet  d'un  tertre  sablonneux, 
couvert  de  gazon,  de  serpolet,  de  flenrs, 
meme  d'esparcettes  et  oe  trifles  qu'on 
avait  yraisemblablement  semes  autre- 
fois. 

**  Quand  le  lac  agite  ne  me  permet- 
tait  pas  la  navigation,  le  passais  mon 
apr^s-midi  ^parcourir  rile,m'asseyant 
tantot  dans  les  reduits  les  plus  riants 
et  les  plus  solitaires  pour  y  rever  k 
mon  aise,  tantot  sur  les  terrasses  et 
les  tertres  pour  parcourir  des  yeux  le 
superbe  et  ravissant  coup  d'oeil  du  lac 
et  de  ses  rivages,  couronn^  d'un  c6te 
par  des  montagnes  prochaines,  et  de 
rantre  elargi    en  nches    et   fertiles 

Slaines  dans  lesquelles  la  vue  s'eten- 
ait  jusqu*aux  montagnes  bleu&tres 
plus  eloign^es  qui  la  bomaient.  £n 
sortant  d'une  longue  et  douce  reverie, 
me  voyant  entoure  de  verdure,  de 
fleurs,  d'oiseaux,  et  laissant  errer  mes 
yeux  au  loin  sur  les  romanesques 
rivages  qui  bordaient  une  vaste  eten- 
due  d'une  ean  daire  et  eristalline,  ^'as* 
similais  k  mes  fictions  tons  ces  aima- 
bles  objets;  et  me  trouvant  enfin 
ramen^  par  degres  k  moi-meme,  et  k 
tout  ce  qui  m*entourait,  le  ne  pouvais 
marqner  le  point  de  separation  des 
fictions  aux  r^alites,  tant  tout  con- 
conrait  ^galement  k  me  rendre  ch^re 
la  vi«  reoueillie  et  solitaire  que  je 
menais  dans  ce  beau  sejour.  Que  ne 
peut-elle  renaitre  encorel  Que  ne 
puis*je  aller  finir  mes  jours  dans  cette 
lie  cnerie,  sans  en  ressortir  jamais,  ni 
jamais  y  revoir  aucmi  habitant  du 
continent  qui  me  rappeUt  le  souvenir 
des  calamit^s  de  toute  espdce  quails  se 


plaisent  a  rassembler  sur  moi  depuis 
tant  d'anneesi" 

He  has  further  recorded  the  mode 
of  passing  his  time  on  the  island,  in 
botanizing,  in  music,  in  climbing  the 
trees  with  a  bag  tied  round  him  to 
gather  the  fruit,  in  carrying  over  a 
colony  of  rabbits  to  stock  the  neigh- 
bouring islet,  and  in  allowing  him- 
self to  drift  for  hours  across  the  lake, 
stretched  on  his  back  in  a  little  boat 
The  farm-house  in  which  he  dwelt 
now  serves  as  an  inn,  but  Bousseau's 
room  is  preserved  nearly  in  tha  state 
in  which  he  left  it,  except  that  its 
walls,  doors,  shutters,  and  windows 
are  scribbled  over  with  names  of 
visitors  of  all  nations.  For  some 
time  after  his  arrival  he  remained 
almost  unknown  ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
presence  of  the  author  of  the  *  Con- 
trat  Social'  on  the  island  became 
noised  abroad,  it  was  inundated  vdth 
shoals  of  curious  visitors.  To  escape 
their  imi)ortunities  he  used  to  climb 
up  by  a  stove,  through  a  trap-door 
(still  shown)  into  the  garret,  and  fre- 
quently, when  informed  by  his  host 
that  a  party  had  come  expressly  to 
see  him,  refused  to  appear — "Je  ne 
suis  pas  ici  dans  une  menagerie." 

Aner  having,  by  his  own  account, 
made  up  his  mmd  to  end  his  days  on 
his  beloved  island,  he  was  at  length 
expelled  the  canton  of  Berne,  by  a 
decree  of  the  Grand  Council,  after  in 
vain  begging  them,  in  preference,  to 
commute  his  sentence  mto  perpetual 
imprisonment,  and  to  lock  hmi  up  for 
life  in  some  old  castle. 

"  We  rambled  over  this  lovely 
island  for  a  couple  of  hours.  We 
left  it  vidth  the  greatest  regret,  and 
if  ever  we  are  in  this  country  again 
we  certainly  shall  spend  a  day  here. 
The  whole  view  is  one  of  quiet  love- 
liness, which  gives  one  a  feeling  of 
repose  after  the  grandeur  of  Alpine 
scenery.** — Ld,  F. 

3}  liieuyeville  (Germ.  Neuenstadt), 
a  little  town  of  1200  Inhab.,  on  the 
edge  of  the  lake,  at  the  foot  of  Uie 
Chasseral,  whose  summit  may  be 
reached  hence  in  3^  hrs.,  and  a  little 
to  the  S.W.  of  the  two  islands. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake. 
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near  its  S.  extremity,  stands  Erlach 
(Cerller),  at  the  foot  of  the  Joli- 
mont,  a  hill  of  sandstone,  which 
sends  out  the  spur  prolonged  into  the 
Isle  St.  Pierre,  producing  shallows 
covered  with  reeds  stretchmg  into  the 
lake. 

The  borders  of  the  lake  of  Neu- 
chatel  are  reached  at  St.  Blaise,  and 
an  improved  road,  skirting  the  edge 
of  the  vineyards,  conducts  thence  to 

3  Neuchatel  (B.  44,  p.  129). 

A  steamboat  (see  p.  131)  and  dili- 
gences run  daily  between  Neuchatel 
and  Yverdun. 

Post-horses  are  provided  on  the  road 
to  Yverdun. 

3|  St.  Aubin. 

3|  Yverdun, 

A  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the 

Sktes  of  Neuch&tel  the  road  crosses 
e  glen  of  Serri^res  by  a  handsome 
stone  bridge,  built  by  Marshal  Ber- 
thier.  The  bottom  of  it  is  occupied 
by  a  little  hamlet,  composed  of  a 
group  of  water-mills,  turned  by  a 
remarkable  stream,  rising  in  the  head 
of  the  dell  and  falling  into  the  lake, 
after  a  course  of  not  more  than  ^  a 
mile.  Though  it  remains,  as  it  were, 
but  a  few  minutes  above  ground,  it 
rises  in  sufficient  force  and  volume  to 
turn  a  wheel  within  200  yards  of  its 
source,  and  subsequently  sets  in  mo« 
tion  several  others,  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  It  is  fed  from 
secret  reservoirs  within  the  mountain, 
and  is  probably  to  be  identified  with 
some  of  tiiose  singular  streams  which 
bury  themselves  in  various  places 
among  the  cavernous  range  of  the 
Jura. 

About  3  m.  farther  is  Columbier, 
once  the  seat  of  the  Scotch  Marshal 
Keith,  the  friend  and  general  of 
Prederick  the  Great ;  he  was  gover- 
nor of  Neuchatel.  CortaiUod,  by  the 
water-side,  produces  one  of  the  best 
wines  in  the  canton.  The  village 
Boudry,  on  the  Beuse,  was  the  birth- 
place (1764)  of  the  dem^ogue  and 
monster  of  the  French  Revolution, 
Marat. 

3ft  St.  Aubin — (/n»;  Couronne;) — 
a  village  half-way  to  Yverdun.  Near 
it  are  ue  castles  of  Gorgier  and  Y au- 


marcus.  An  excursion  may  be  made 
from  this  over  the  hills  to  the  Creux 
de  Vent  (Rte.  49),  4  m. 

It  was  with  the  view  of  relieving 
the  unimportant  fort  of  Vaumarcus, 
in  which  some  of  his  councillors  and 
friends  were  besieged  by  the  Swiss, 
that  Charles  the  Bold  of  Burgundy 
abandoned  his  strongly  fortified  camp 
behind  Grandson,  and  marched  his 
forces  down  upon  the  narrow  strip  be- 
tween the  lake  and  the  mountains, 
where  there  was  not  space  to  deploy 
a  third  part  of  them,  and  where  his 
cavalry  and  artillery  were  useless. 
The  advanced  guard  of  the  Swiss, 
who  came  from  Neuch&tel,  was  posted 
near  Concise  (a  village  in  canton 
Yaud,  with  a  clean  Inn,  H.  de  France), 
and  their  batteries  on  the  heights 
did  great  execution  upon  the  Bur- 
guncuans.  Here,  falling  on  their  knees 
in  j^rayer,  as  was  the  custom  of  the 
Swiss  at  the  opening  of  a  battle,  they 
received  on  their  lances  the  charge  of 
the  Bur^undian  horse,  who  mistook 
their  attitude  for  one  of  submission. 
From  the  hills  above,  later  in  the  day, 
echoed  the  war«horns  of  Uri  and 
Unterwalden,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements  from  those  cantons, 
and  spreading  dispiay  in  the  hearts  of 
Charles  and  his  forces.  The  scene  of 
the  battle  lies  between  Concise — (/«« ; 
L'Ecu  de  France,  comfortable) — and 
CoreiUes,  near  which  3  rough  obe- 
lisks of  granite  8  or  10  ft.  high  were 
set  up  by  the  Swiss  to  mark  their  vic- 
tory. 

2^  Grandson, — {Inns :  Lion  d'Or  ; 
Croix  Bouge,  not  good  ;) — a  town  of 
890  Jnhab.,  with  a  venerable  Castle^ 
now  converted  into  a  snufi^-manufac* 
tory,  on  an  eminence  above  the  lake. 
It  is  historically  remarkable  because 
before  the  battle  of  Grandson  it  re- 
sisted for  10  days  the  assaults  and 
artillery  of  the  Burgundian  army. 
When  at  length  the  garrison,  reduced 
by  famine  and  invited  by  the  ofier  of 
free  pardon,  by  a  spy  or  deserter  who 
had  entered  the  castle  by  stealth,  sur- 
rendered it,  Charles,  with  a  ferocity 
peculiar  to  his  character,  caused  them 
to  be  stripped  and  hung  by  hundreds 
on  the  surrounding  trees,  and  as  mAoy 
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more  to  be  drowned  in  the  lake.  But 
two  days  after,  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
1476,  he  expiated  this  atrocious  crime, 
and  experienced  the  vengeance  of  the 
Swiss  in  the  memorable  defeat  of  his 
host,  50,000  strong,  by  the  army  of 
the  confederates,  amounting  to  not 
much  more  than  J  of  that  number  ; 
and  was  himself  compelled  to  fly  for 
his  life  across  the  mountains,  with 
only  5  followers.  The  spoil  of  his 
camp,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Tictors,  included  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
600  standards,  all  his  jewels  and  re- 
galia, costly  hangings,  and  military 
chest ;  on  that  day  eold  and  diamond 
were  dealt  out  to  the  Swiss  by  hand- 
fills. 

The  Church  of  Grandson  is  very 
ancient ;  Farel  preached  the  reformeid 
doctrines  from  its  pulpit.  There  is 
a  path  over  the  hills  from  Grandson 
to  Motiers  Travers. 

1  Tverdun  (German  Ifferten)  — 
(/nns :  H.  de  Londres  ;  Maison  Rouge) 
— a  town  of  3461  Inhab.,  at  the  S. 
extremity  of  the  lake  Neuchatel,  at 
the  spot  where  the  Orbe  (thenceforth 
called  Thiele)  fails  into  it.  It  is 
built  upon  the  site  of  the  Boman 
Ebrodufwm,  whose  name,  with  a  little 
change,  it  still  inherits. 

The  Castle,  built  in  the  12th  cen- 
tury by  Conrad  of  Zahringen,  became 
the  school-house  and  residence  of 
Festalozzi,  from  1805  to  1825.  Al- 
though the  founder  of  a  system  of 
education,  and  of  many  schools  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  he  was  a  very 
bad  practical  schoolmaster  himself; 
and  this  establishment,  the  head- 
quarters as  it  were  of  his  system, 
turned  out  a  signal  failure. 

A  very  delightful  excursion  may 
be  made  from  this  up  the  Yal  Orbe  to 
the  Lac  de  Joux  (Rte.  50).  The  road 
hence  to  Geneva  passes  through  Val 
Orbe. 

Diligences  go  to  Lausanne,  and  a 
steamboat  to  Neuch&tel  from  Yver- 
dun  daily.    (See  p.  131.) 

About  a  mile  S.  of  the  tovni,  at  the 
extremity  of  an  avenue  of  poplars,  a 
mineral  oath  is  passed;  the  water  is 
warm  and  sulphureous.  A  rich  country 
taXiaasanne. 


3^  Echallens,  a  village  on  the  river 
Talent,  with  714  Inhab. 
3  Ladsai^ne  (in  Bte.  56). 


ROUTE  48. 

neuchAtel  to  la  chaux  de  ponds 
and  locle. 

6g  leagues  »=  19^  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  m  5  hrs. 

The  high  road  to  Vallengin  is  at 
present  carried  over  the  steep  hill  at 
the  back  of  Neuchatel;  a  new  line  is 
proposed,  which  will  conduct  it  di- 
rectly through  the  profound  chasm  of 
the  Seyon  (see  p.  131). 

IJ  Vallenein — (/w»;  Couronne) — is 
the  principle  place  in  the  fertile  Yal 
de  Ruz — 430  Inhab.  Its  Castle  (now 
a  prison)  is  in  part  as  old  as  the  12th 
century :  its  base  is  washed  by  the 
Seyon.  The  Church,  a  perfectly  re- 
gular Gothic  structure,  was  built  by 
a  Count  of  Vallengin,  on  his  return 
from  the  crusades,  in  consequence  of 
a  vow  made  to  the  Virgin  in  a  storm 
at  sea  that  he  would  build  a  church 
upon  the  water ;  accordingly  the  stream 
of  the  valley  is  conducted  under  the 
building. 

A  steep  and  long  ascent  up  the 
Tete  de  Rang  leads  by 

2}  Hautes  G«nweyes,  Les  Loges, 
whence  is  a  fine  view  over  the  Vosges, 
Jura,  and  Alps,  to 

2f  La  Chaux  de  Ponds  —  (Inns; 
Eleur  de  Lys,  Balances,  Lion  d'Or) — 
a  scattered  village  of  9000  Inhab.,  in 
a  bleak,  upland,  and  desolate  valley, 
bare  of  wood,  and  from  its  great  ele- 
vation of  3070  ft.  above  the  sea,  ca- 
pable of  producing  only  a  scanty  crop 
of  oats.  The  vilGige  covers  an  area 
not  less  than  that  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, each  cottage  being  an  isolated 
cube,  surrounded  by  a  croft  or  garden 
half  an  acre  or  an  acre  in  extent.  Its 
inhabitants  are  reputed  to  be  very 
rich.  After  Locle,  it  is  the  chief  seat 
of  the  manufacture  of  clocks  and 
watches.  This  is  not  carried  on  in 
large  factories,  but  in  the  separate 
dwellings  of  the  workmen.   Each  man 
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usually  makes  only  one  particular 
piece  of  machinery,  leaving  even  the 
finishing  of  it  to  others.  The  number 
of  persons  here  and  at  Locle,  and  in 
the  neighbouring  district,  engaged  in 
different  branches  of  watchmaking  is 
about  12,000 ;  the  wages  vary  from 
4  fr.  to  10  fr.  a  day.  The  number  of 
gold  and  silver  watches  made  in  1836 
was  108,295;  in  1774  the  total  number 
of  watches  made  was  300.  There  are 
two  subterranean  mills  here,  turned  by 
the  stream  of  the  vaUey  previous  to 
its  sinking  underground-,  the  rocks 
have  been  olasted  to  afford  space  for 
the  mills;  but  those  at  Loole  are  even 
more  curious.  Diligences  3  times  a 
week  toBesan^on  byBrenetsandMor- 
teaux.    Courier  daily  in  11  hrs. 

Instead  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Locle,  the  pedestrian  may  take  a 
footpath  (a  walk  of  6  hrs.)  across  the 
hills  to  the  Saut  du  Doubs,  or  water- 
falls of  the  Doubs — the  river  which 
separates  Switzerland  from  France. 
It  here  traverses  one  of  those  singular 
gaps  or  rents  in  the  rock,  between 
300  ft.  and  400  ft.  deep,  which  are 
common  in  the  Jura.  Numerous  mills 
are  turned  by  the  force  of  the  stream. 
Some  large  fragments  of  rock,  which 
have  fallen  into  the  bed  of  the  river, 
dam  it  up  partly,  and  form  what  is 
called  the  Lac  des  Brenets.  The 
scene  is  wild,  and  has  been  compared 
to  a  Welsh  landscape,  but  its  beautpr 
has  been  exaggerated.  Brenets  is 
about  3  m.  from  Locle, 

There  is  a  carriage-road  direct  from 
Chaux  de  Fonds  to 

If  Locle — (Tnn:  Trois  Bois) — an- 
other scatterea  village,  occupied  by  an 
industrious  population  of  6831  souls; 
the  men  chieliy  watchmakers,  the 
women  lacemakers;  rebuilt  since  a 
fire  which  consumed  it  in  1833. 

The  little  stream  of  the  Bied,  which 
traverses  the  valley,  loses  itself,  at  a 
short  distance  from  Lode,  in  a  chasm 
in  the  rock.  This  outlet,  however, 
proved  insufficient  to  drain  the  valley; 
and  the  district  around  the  town  was, 
in  consequence,  inundated  at  the 
season  of  the  melting  of  the  snows — 
and  not  much  better  than  a  morass  at 
any  time.     To  remedy  this  evil,  a 


tunnel,  960  ft.  long,  was  pierced 
through  the  screen  of  solid  limestone* 
rock  which  encompasses  the  valley  in 
1802-6,  and  this  now  effectually  carries 
off  into  the  Doubs  the  previously  stag- 
nant waters.  At  Cut  des  Roches,  a 
short  distance  from  this  artificial 
drain  or  emissary,  and  about  a  mile 
from  Locle,  the  river  disappears  in  a 
natural  opening,  sinking  into  the  heart 
of  the  mountain,  through  a  yertical 
abyss,  more  than  100  ft.  deep.  This 
water-power,  or  privilege,  as  an  Ame- 
rican would  call  it,  is  not  lost;  but,  in 
order  to  render  it  ayailable,  3  or  4 
mills  have  been  constructed,  one  below 
the  other,  in  the  cavernous  cleft — each 
receiving,  in  turn,  the  stream,  which 

Suts  its  wheels  in  motion.  **  You  go 
own  flights  of  broken  and  slippery 
stairs,  cut  in  the  rock,  to  these  mills, 
placed  one  under  another,  in  very 
frightful  situations  undoubtedly,  but 
rendered  more  so  to  the  imagination 
of  the  beholder  from  the  circum- 
stances of  darkness  and  ignorance  of 
the  means  by  which  the  works  are 
secured,  by  the  noise,  the  unfathom- 
able depth  below,  &c." — Simond. 

La  Roche  Fendue  is  an  aperture  bored 
in  the  rock,  dividing  Switzerland  from 
France,  admitting  a  singular  view  over 
the  Val  de  Doubs. 

There  is  another  road  from  Locle 
to  Neuch&tel,  by  Chaux  de  Milieu, 
Les  Fonts,  the  heights  of  La  Toume, 
and  Coroelles. 


ROUTE  49. 

PONTARLIER  (iN  FRANCE)  TO  NEU- 
chAtel,  by  MOTIERS  TRAVERS. 

lOf  leagues  =»  31}  £ng.  m. 

A  diligence  daily.  The  road  is  sup- 
plied vidth  post-horses  (^8ee  Handbook 
for  France)  at 

Fontarlier — (Inns:  La  Foste,  good 
—  Lion  d'Or )  —  the  last  town  in 
France. 

The  road  first  ascends  by  the  side 
of  the  river  Doubs,  and  through  the 
pass  of  La  Cluse,  which  may  be  called 
a  mountain  gateway  between  France 
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and  Switzerland,  to  St.  Pierre  de  Juox. 
The  defile  is  commanded  by  the  Cha- 
teau de  Joux,  situated  on  tne  summit 
of  a  precipice,  at  the  foot  of  which 
the  roads  from  Pontarlier  and  Salins, 
and  those  from  Neuchatel  and  GeneTa, 
by  Jougne,  unite.  This  frontier-fort 
was  the  prison  of  the  unfortunate 
Toussaint  rOuverture,  when  treacher- 
ously carried  off  from  St.  Domingo  by 
command  of  Napoleon.  He  ended  his 
days  here,  some  say  by  violent  means; 
but  the  sudden  transition  from  the 
climate  of  the  tropics  to  a  dank 
dungeon  on  the  heights  of  the  Jura 
sufficiently  explains  the  cause  of  his 
death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
Here  also  was  confined,  previously, 
another  remarkable  prisoner,  Mira- 
beait,  who  was  sent  hither  by  virtue  of 
a  lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by  his 
father,  **  I'Ami  des  Hommes,*'  as  he 
called  himself,  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
own  family,  as  he  proved  himself. 
Mirabeau,  havine  by  his  insinuating 
manners  obtained  leave  from  the  go- 
vernor to  visit  the  town  of  Pontaruer 
on  parole,  made  love  to  Madame  de 
Monive,  the  young  wife  of  an  old  ma- 

S'strate  there,  and  eloped  with  her  to 
olland.  She  was  the  Sophie  to 
whom  he  addressed  some  of  his  ob- 
scene writings. 

Between  the  villages  of  Verri^res 
de  Joux  and  Verrieres  de  Suisse,  the 
French  frontier  is  crossed.  The  Cus- 
tom-house regulations  on  this  part  of 
the  French  frontier  are  more  than 
usually  rigorous.  In  some  places  there 
is  a  treble  line  of  douaniers,  which 
makes  it  advisable  to  have  the  luggage 
plombe  at  the  first  station.  In  some 
places  the  douaniers  attend  only  dur-c 
ing  certain  hours  of  the  day,  and 
persons  arriving  in  their  absence 
must  await  their  return.  Travellers 
should  ascertain  by  previous  inquiry 
what  these  hours  are  (?). 

The  country  now  becomes  exceed- 
ingly romantic — the  hills  clothed  with 
forests,  the  valleys  carpeted  with  the 
richest  verdure,  and  sprinkled  with 
neat  cottages  in  the  picturesaue  style 
of  architecture  peculiar  to  tne  chain 
of  the  Jura  and  Alps.  Cheese,  nearly 
as  good  as  that  of  Qruydres,  and  sold 


under  that  name,  is  made  on  the  up- 
land pastures  of  the  Jura. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  into  the  Val  Travers  is 
through  another  narrow  gorge,  called 
La  Cnaine,  because  the  passage  was 
at  one  time  stopped  by  a  massy 
chain  drawn  across  the  road,  and 
fastened  to  staples  in  the  rock.  This 
primitive  fortification  is  said  to  have 
been  a  relic  of  the  Burgundian  wars, 
intended  to  arrest  the  artillery  of 
Charles  the  Bold. 

At  the  village  of  St.  Sulpice  the 
river  Reuse,  which  waters  the  Val 
Travers,  rises  out  of  the  rock.  This 
abundant  source  is  said  to  be  the  out- 
let of  the  Lac  d'Etali^res,  situated 
about  10  miles  off,  among  the  hills. 

4^  Motiers  Travers — (^Inn :  Maison 
de  Commune) — is  a  village  inhabited 
by  watch  and  lace  makers,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Reuse,  which  has  ob- 
tained some  notoriety  as  the  place  of 
residence  of  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau 
after  his  banishment  from  Geneva. 
In  the  house  occupied  by  him  his 
desk  is  shown,  at  which  he  wrote  his 
celebrated  •  Lettres  de  la  Montague  ;* 
and  up  stairs,  in  a  wooden  gallery, 
two  peeping-holes,  through  which  he 
could  observe  people  out  of  doors 
without  being  seen  himself.  He 
quitted  the  place  under  the  pretence 
of  having  been  persecuted,  and  be- 
cause the  boys  threw  stones  at  his 
windows.  During  his  residence  here, 
Voltaire  vented  his  bile  against  him 
in  a  satire,  of  which  the  following 
verses  are  a  sample  : — 

••  Dan8  un  vallon  fort  bien  nomme  Traver*^ 
Scleve  un  mont,  vrai  sejour  des  hivers ; 
Son  front  altier  se  perd  dans  les  nuages, 
Ses  fondemens  sont  au  creux  des  enfers, 
Au  pied  du  mont  sont  des  autres  sauvages, 
Du  Uieo  du  jour  ignoT^  a  jamais. 
Cast  de  RousReau  le  digne  et  noir  palats ; 
IJi  se  tapit  ce  sombre  energum^ne, 
Get  ennemi  de  la  nature  humaine; 
Petri  J*orgueil  et  devore  de  flel, 
II  ftiit  le  monde  et  craint  de  voir  le  del." 

The  Val  Travers  is  highly  pic- 
turesque. A  few  miles  lower  down 
it  is  bounded  on  the  rt.  by  a  remark- 
able mountain  called  Creux  de  Vent, 
4800  ft.  above  the  sea.  "  Its  summit 
is  hollowed  out  into  a  vast  and  pro- 
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found  cavity,  500  ft.  deep,  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  limestone  rock 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom."  It 
is  more  than  2  m.  in  diameter.  "  At 
times,  when  a  change  of  weather  is 
impending,  the  crater  of  the  moim- 
tain  is  seen  to  become  suddenly  filled 
with  a  cloud  of  white  vapour,  work- 
ing and  rising  and  falling  with  an 
easy  but  perceptible  motion,  until  the 
whole  hollow  presents  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  cauldron  of  boiling 
vapour,  which  seldom  rises  above  the 
edge.  If  any  escape,  it  is  by  the 
opening  towards  the  defile ;  and  I 
have  seen  it  repeatedly  issue  in  a 
thin  white  line,  and  float  gradually 
down  the  centre  of  the  valley  till 
imperceptibly  diminished  and  dissi- 
pated."— Latrobe. 

The  echo  produced  by  firing  a  gun 
within  the  Creux  de  v  ent  is  like  a 
scattered  fire  of  musketry,  or  a  suc- 
cession of  discharges  from  a  battery  ; 
and  the  hollow  may  be  called  the 
very  cradle  of  the  winds,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  perpetually  blowing  from 
It. 

La  Clusette,  near  Bred,  is  a  very 
picturesque  defile — the  road  hanging 
over  the  precipice.  A  steep  ascent 
carries  the  road  out  of  the  Val  Tra- 
vers ;  and  at  the  top  of  the  ridge, 
near  the  site  of  what  once  was  the 
robber  castle  of 

3|  Rochefort,  a  beautiful  view  opens 
through  the  gap  of  the  defile,  over  the 
lake  of  Neuchatel,  and  the  Alps  along 
the  horizon. 

2f  NeuchItel  (Route  44). 


ROUTE  50. 

YVERDUN  TO  GENEVA,  BY  OBBE,  WITH 
EXCURSION  TO  THE  LAC  DE  JOUX. 

15§  leagues  =  51-f  Eng.  m. 

Post-horses  may  be  had.  The  daily 
diligence  performs  the  journey  from 
Neuchatel,  by  Gossonay  to  Geneva, 
in  14  hours.  There  is  a  direct  road 
from  Yverdun  to  RoUe,  by  Aubonne. 

2  Orbe  —  {Trm :  La  Maison  de 
Ville)  —  a  picturesque  and  ancient 
town  of  1927  Inhabs.,  built  on  a  hill 


nearly  insulated  by  the  Orbe,  which 
is  crossed  by  2  bridges—  a  lower  one 
of  great  antiquity,  uid  an  upper  and 
modem  one  of  a  single  arcn,  124  ft. 
span,  in  use  at  present.  It  was.  the 
Roman  station  Urbigenum,  and  a  place 
of  importance  in  the  middle  ages, 
under  the  Burgundian  Kings,  who 
had  a  Boyal  Castle  here.  The  fair  but 
cruel  Brunehilde,  Queen  of  the  Franks, 
took  refuge  here,  with  her  grand- 
daughter, out  was  soon  put  to  death. 
The  three  sons  of  Lothaire  I.  met 
here,  in  855,  to  divide  his  kingdom. 
In  1475  the  Swiss  took  Orbe  by  as- 
sault; but  the  Castie,  whose  vener- 
able ruins,  reduced  to  two  solitary 
towers  of  antique  structure,  are  now 
included  in  a  terrace  which  serves  as  a 
public  walk,  made  a  lengthened  re- 
sistance. The  garrison,  yielding  step 
by  step,  disputed  the  possession  of 
each  chamber,  stair,  and  passage.  The 
last  remnant  were  pursued  into  a 
tower,  which  the  Swiss  set  fire  to, 
and  the  few  who  fell  into  their  hands 
alive  were  thrown  over  the  battle- 
ments. 

There  is  a  high  road  into  France 
from  Orbe,  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
Orbe,  by  Jougne  and  Salins. 

About  2  m.  above  Orbe,  near  Mont 
Charand,  is  a  cavern,  with  stalactites, 
called  Grotte  aux  Fees  :  not  far  from 
it  is  a  cascade  of  the  Orbe. 

An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Orbe  to  the  Lac  de  Joux, 
12  m.  The  carriage  road  thither 
turns  away  from  the  river  at  once, 
and  proceeds  through  Romainmotier, 
under  the  singular  mountain  called 
Dent  de  Yaulion,  to  Le  Pont,  on  the 
Lac  de  Joux.  The  vale  of  the  Orbe 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
Jura,  and  the  pedestrian  may  find  a 
footpath  along  its  banks,  up  to  its 
source,  in  the  clifF  below  Pont. 

Pont,  a  little  village,  named  from 
a  bridge  across  the  channel,  which 
connects  the  Lac  de  Joux  with  the 
small  Lac  des  Brenets,  is  the  best 
head-quarters,  as  it  has  a  tolerable 
inn.  It  is  prettily  situated  at  the  S. 
base  of  the  Dent  de  VauHon,  one  side 
of  which  is  a  sheer  precipice  of  bare 
limestone  2000  ft.  high — the  other  a 
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steep  slope,  or  inclined  plane,  covered 
with  yerdant  tnrf.  It  requires  a  steady 
head  to  look  from  the  top  over  the 
verge  of  the  precipice. 

About  3  m.  N.  of  Pont,  and  the 
same  distance  above  Yallorbe,  is  the 
source  of  the  Orbe,  which  rises  at 
once  a  copious  stream,  supplied,  it  is 
supposed,  by  subterranean  conduits 
firom  the  Lac  de  Joux. 

The  valley  in  which  the  Lac  de 
Joux  is  situated  contains  two  other 
lakes,  Le  Ter  and  Brenet,  and  is  en- 
tirely shut  in  by  high  hills  ;  so  that, 
although  these  sheets  of  water  are  fed 
by  all  the  streams  of  the  valley,  they 
have  no  visible  outlet  above  ground. 
There  are,  however,  large  cavities  and 
orifices  in  the  beds  of  these  lakes, 
called  enionnoirs,  through  which  the 
waters  escape.  These  fissures  are 
sometimes  rendered  incapable  of  car- 
rying off  the  waters  from  internal  ob- 
structions, and  thus  inundations  are 
caused  in  the  valley.  A  tunnel,  of  no 
very  great  extent,  might  drain  the 
lake  entirely.  The  Lac  de  Jmx  is 
nearly  3500  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  The  source  of  the  Orbe  is  about 
700  ft.  lower  than  the  surface  of  the 
lake.  The  scenery  of  the  Valley  de 
Joux  is  very  romantic,  and  will  alone 
compensate  for  a  visit.  Along  the 
S.E.  side  of  the  lake  rises  the  impos- 
ing mass  of  the  Mont  Tendre,  5730  ft. 
high:  its  lower  slopes  are  well 
wooded.  The  view  from  its  summit, 
extending  to  Mont  Blanc  on  the  one 
side,  and  to  Soleure  on  the  other,  will 
repay  the  trouble  of  the  ascent 
There  is  a  path  down  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  leading,  in  2  hrs., 
to  the  village  of  Mont  Richer.  An 
unfortunate  English  gentleman,  named 
Herbert,  who  was  drowned  in  a  well 
near  the  chalets  of  the  Mont  Tendre 
in  1837,  is  buried  at  Mont  Richer. 
Henri  Chenu,  fruitier,  is  said  to  be  a 
good  guide  for  the  Mont  Tendre. 
There  is  a  cross-road  along  the  N.W. 
shore  of  the  Lac  de  Joux,  from  Pont 
to  Les  Ronsses,  on  the  great  post-road 
from  Dijon  to  Geneva.  Another  cross- 
road, winding  round  the  shoulder  of 
the  Mont  Tendre,  runs  direct  from 
Pont  to  Aubonne,  on  the  way  to  Ge- 


neva, rendering  it  unnecessary  to  re- 
turn to  Orbe.] 

The  lake  of  Geneva  is  only  about 
190  ft.  lower  than  that  of  Neuchatel. 
The  road  from  Orbe  traverses  the 
high  ground  or  water-shed  separating 
the  two  basins.  An  attempt  was 
made,  in  1639,  to  connect  the  two 
lakes,  and  through  them  unite  the 
Rhine  with  the  Rhone,  by  means  of 
a  canal  cut  between  the  rivers  Orbe 
and  Yenoge.  It  was  finished  as  far 
as  Entre  Roche,  a  distance  of  about 
12  m.  ;  but  difficulties  either  in  the 
levelling,  or  occasioned  by  the  inter- 
ference of  private  interests,  prevented 
its  being  carried  further.  The  plan  of 
completing  it  has  been  revived.  It 
lies  about  !■}  m.  to  the  E.  of  the  road. 

1^  La  Sarraz — (/nn;  Maison  de 
Ville) — is  an  ancient  town  romanti- 
cally situated  on  the  Venoge.  About 
4  m.  farther  is  Cossonex— (/n» :  H6tel 
d'Aneleterre) — from  which  town  roads 
branch  off  to  Lausanne  and  Merges. 

4^  Aubonne — (/»»s;  Couronne;  Lion 
d'Or) — an  ancient  town  of  1667  Inhab., 
with  an  Eastern-looking  castle.  Byron 
says  of  it — "  The  entrance  and  bridge 
something  like  that  of  Durham  :  it 
commands  by  far  the  fairest  view  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva  (and  of  Mont 
Blanc  behind  it)  ;  a  grove  on  the 
height  of  very  noble  trees.  Here  Ta- 
vernier,  the  Eastern  traveller,  bought 
(or  built)  the  chateau,  because  the 
site  resembled  and  equalled  that  of 
Erivan,  a  frontier  city  of  Persia. 
Here  he  finished  his  voyages."  The 
Church  contains  the  monument  of  the 
brave  French  Admiral  Duquesne,  the 
conqueror  of  De  Ruyter — the  chas- 
tiser  of  the  Turkish  and  Algerine  cor- 
sairs, whose  services  Louis  XIV.  re- 
fused to  recompense,  and  whose  body 
that  monarch  for  a  long  time  denied 
to  his  son, — exiled  to  Aubonne  by  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  be- 
cause Duquesne  was  a  Protestant,  and 
refused  to  adopt  the  king's  religion. 
Aubonne  is  less  than  3  ul  distant  from 
the  lake.  On  the  hills  sloping  down 
towards  the  lake  called  La  C6te,  be- 
tween Aubonne  and  Nyon,  grows  the 
best  Swiss  wine,  called  le  Moulart, 
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The  Signal  de  Bougy — above  Au- 
bonne,  2730  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  is 
a  celebrated  point  of  view. 

1  RoUe,  on  the  high  road  from  Ge- 
neva to  Lausanne  (Rte.  56). 

6§  Geneva  (See  Rte,  53). 
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DIJON  TO  GENEVA. 

193  kilom.  =  120  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  run  daily  in  21  hrs. 
Malleposte  in  15  hrs. 

Dijon.  (^Inns :  H6tel  du  Pare,  in  a 
sort  of  park  outside  the  town  ;  H6tel 
de  la  Cloche  best.)  For  a  detailed 
description  of  this  road,  and  the  rail- 
way to  Paris,  see  Handbook  for  France. 

19  Genlis. 

15  Auxonne  (ZVin  .•  Grand  Cerf). 

16  Dole.  In  clear  weather  Mont 
Blanc  may  be  seen  from  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

18  Mont  Sous  Vaudrey.  A  de- 
lightful road  leads  from  this  to  Neu- 
chdtel,  by  Salins  and  the  Val  Travers 
(Rte.  49). 

19  Poligni  (Twn .-  H6tel  de  Geneve). 
13  Montrond. 

10  Champagnole  has  two  small  inns, 
H6tels  de  Geneve  and  de  Lyon. 

11  Maisonneuve. 

9  St.  Laurent  (//i» ;  La  Poste). 
1 1  Morey  {Inn :  La  Poste). 

17  Les  Rousses.  Here  is  the  fron- 
tier Custom-house  of  France.  Tra- 
vellers arriving  from  Geneva  undergo 
a  strict  search.  Trinkets,  musical 
boxes,  and  watches  (more  than  one) 
must  be  declared.  Watches  may  now  be 
introduced  by  paying  a  duty  ad  valorem, 

15  La  Vattav.  In  descending  the 
mountain  a  sublime  view  is  disclosed 
of  the  Alps,  Mont  Blanc,  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  intervening  plain. 
There  is  another  road  to  Geneva  by 
St.  Cergues  (instead  of  Gex)  :  "  it 
branches  off  a  little  beyond  Les 
Rousses,  and  is  very  preferable  in 
some  respects.  It  has  been  made  at  a 
great  expense  by  the  canton  de  Vaud, 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  works  of  the 
kind. 

"  Les  Rousses  to  St.  Cergues,  1^ 
post  J  St,  Cergues  to  Nyoa, 


"  The  traveller  is  recommended  to 
mount  the  steep  and  picturesque 
streets  of  Nyon  up  to  the  fine  old 
chateau,  once  the  seat  of  the  Bailis 
de  Nyon,  in  order  to  see  the  view 
from  the  Terrasse  des  Marroniers. 

"St.  Cergues  is  the  spot  from 
which  the  Dole,  the  highest  summit 
of  this  part  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura, 
can  be  most  easily  ascended.  Mules 
and  guides  can  be  procured  at  the 
small  Inn  of  St.  Cergues,  which 
affords  tolerable  accommodation  for  a 
night.  The  ascent  of  the  Dole  from 
St.  Cergues  requires  about  3  hours* 
march  ;  but  it  is  neither  fatiguing 
nor  dangerous.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
mountain  in  Switzerland  which  better 
repays  the  traveller  for  his  fatigue, 
and  no  view  more  wonderfully  ex- 
tensive, and  admirably  diversified,  than 
that  which  it  commands." — R. 

The  descent  of  the  Jura  to  Gex 
is  made  much  more  easy  and  con- 
venient than  before,  by  an  excellent 
new  road. 

13  Gex.  Femey,  Voltaire's  resi- 
dence (described  in  p.  148),  is  passed 
5  m.  before  reaching 

17  Geneva.  (Germ.  Genf ;  Ital. 
Ginevra.)  Inns  :  L*Ecu  de  Geneve  ; 
H6tel  des  Bergues  ;  Couronne — three 
excellent  inns,  facing  the  lake.  It  is 
not  easy  to  say  which  is  best.  H. 
du  Rhone,  clean  and  reasonable  :  H. 
des  Etrangers,  J  mile  outside  the 
town,  highly  spoken  of,  clean  and 
quiet  —  C.  W. :  La  Balance.  An 
English  Pension,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mrs.  Monroe,  has  been 
opened  in  the  Campagne  Mirabeau,  10 
minutes'  walk  from  the  town,  on  the 
Lausanne  road.  Mestar^ant,  Richter 
(Lion  d'Or),  Rue  du  Rhone,  No.  62, 
good. 

Geneva,  though  the  capital  of  the 
smallest  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  except 
Zug,  is  the  most  populous  town  in 
the  Confederation,  since  it  contains 
32,000  Inhab.  (8300  Rom.  Catholics), 
or,  including  its  suburbs,  37,724.  It  is 
well  situated,  at  the  W.  extremity  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva,  at  the  point  where 
'♦  the  blue  waters  of  the  arrowy 
Rhone"  issue  out  of  it.  The  river 
divides  the  town  into  two  parts;  the 
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smaller  on  the  rt.  bank  being  called 
Quartier  St.  Gervais.  The  intensely 
blue  colour  of  the  waters  of  the  Khone, 
alluded  to  by  Byron,  is  certainly  very 
remarkable,  and  resembles  nothing  so 
much  as  the  discharge  of  indigo  from 
a  dyer's  vat.  The  cause  of  it  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  explained.  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  attributed  it  to  the 
presence  of  iodine.  The  extreme 
purity  lasts  but  for  a  short  space, 
since  a  mile  below  the  town  it  is 
polluted  by  the  admixture  of  the 
waters  of  the  turbid  Arve,  and  retains 
the  same  dingy  hue  all  the  way  to 
the  sea. 

Geneva,  if  approached  from  the 
lake,  now  presents  a  very  imposing 
appearance,  in  consequence  of  im- 
provements, made  since  1830,  for 
which  it  is  indebted,  in  no  slight  de- 
gree, to  the  circulation  of  the  gold  of 
English  travellers  among  its  inha* 
bitants.  An  entirely  new  quarter 
has  started  up  on  the  rt«  bank  of  the 
Bhone,  called  Quartier  des  Berj^ues, 
and  displays  a  handsome  front  of  tall 
houses,  among  which  is  the  Hotel  des 
Berffues,  lined  with  a  broad  quay,  to- 
wards the  lake.  A  spirit  of  emulation 
has  been  excited  on  the  opposite  bank 
hy  the  sight  of  this  modern  rival. 
The  unsightly  houses  which  lined  the 
margin  of  the  lake  have  been  refaced 
and  beautified,  while  a  broad  belt  of 
land  has  been  gained  from  the  water 
to  form  a  series  of  Quais,  This  is 
connected  with  the  Quai  des  Bergues 
by  two  handsome  bridges,  thrown 
across  the  lake,  and  united  with  a 
small  island,  formerly  a  part  of  the 
fortifications,  now  occupied  by  a  very 
inferior  statue  of  Rousseau.  Since 
18i8  the  fortifications  near  the  Porte 
de  Rive  have  been  razed,  and  partly 
thrown  into  the  lake,  so  as  to  form 
a  new  Quai,  to  be  occupied  by  new 
streets  and  houses.  On  other  sides, 
however,  Geneva  is  still  surrounded 
with  ramparts  and  bastions,  ejected 
in  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
by  the  aristocratic  magistracy  of 
that  period.  It  is  divided  into  the 
upper  and  lower  town;  and  this 
distinction,  arising  from  the  un- 
even nature  of  the  ground,  is  perpe- 


tuated in  the  rank  and  condition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  divisions. 
The  upper  town  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  the  large  and  handsome  man- 
sions of  the  burgher  aristocracy,  here- 
tofore the  senators  and  magistrates  of 
the  republic.  The  lower  town  and 
Quartier  St.  Gervais  is  the  seat  of 
trade  and  of  democracy  —  the  Fau- 
bourg St.  Antoine  of  Geneva  : — its 
streets  are  narrow,  its  houses  lofty, 
and  it  has  something  of  the  air  of  the 
old  town  of  Edinburgh. 

The  feuds  arising  between  the  high 
and  low  town  were  not  few,  nor  void 
of  interest;  indeed,  they  would  fill  a 
long  and  amusing  historical  chapter: 
they  often  led  to  bloodshed;  but  the 
democrats  below  generally  brought 
their  exalted  neighbours  to  reason  by 
the  simple  expedient  of  cutting  off 
the  water-pipes,  taking  especial  care 
to  guard  the  nydraulic  machine  which 
furnished  the  suppljr  to  the  upper 
town,  and  which  is  situated  in  their 
quarter. 

Although  Geneva  is  a  great  focus 
of  attraction  for  travellers  of  all  na- 
tions, 30,000  being  the  number  which 
is  calculated  to  pass  through  the 
town  annually,  it  possesses  few  objects 
of  interest  to  the  passing  stranger. 
As  a  town,  it  is  not  very  prepossess- 
ing; it  has  no  fine  public  buildings, 
and  scarcely  any  sights.  It  is  owing 
to  its  beautiful  environs,  to  its  vicinity 
to  Chamouni,  to  the  charming  scenery 
of  its  lake,  and  to  its  position  on  the 
high  road  from  Paris  to  Italy,  that  it 
has  become  a  place  of  so  much  resort. 

The  Cathedral,  or  Ch.  of  St.  Pierre, 
is  of  an  extreme  simplicity  of  archi- 
tecture. Its  fine  Corinthian  portico 
added  on  the  outside  is  a  blemish 
where  it  is  placed,  but  its  interior 
possesses  interest  as  a  very  early  and 
uncorrupted  specimen  of  the  Gothic 
of  the  11th  century.  It  contains  the 
monuments  of  Agrippa  d'Aubigny, 
the  friend  of  Henry  IV.,  and  grand- 
father of  Mad.  de  Maintenon,  and 
that  of  the  Comte  de  Rohan,  a  leader 
of  the  French  Protestants  in  the  reign 
of  Louis  Xin.  A  statue  of  plaster 
now  replaces  one  of  marble,  ruthlessly 
destroyed  at  the  French  Revolution. 
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The  canopy  of  the  pulpit  is  the  same 
under  which  Calvin  preached. 

The  Mvsee  Rath,  so  named  after  its 
founder,  General  Rath,  who  left  the 
reversion  of  his  fortune  to  it,  is  a  neat 
building,  close  to  the  Porte  Neuve;  it 
contains  a  collection  of  pictures  and 
other  works  of  art,  of  no  very  great 
merit,  the  greater  part  by  native  ar- 
tists. Among  the  Genevese  painters, 
Calame,  Diday,  Homung,  and  Topfer 
deserve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  Musee  cTHistoire  Natitrelle,  in 
the  Grande  Rue,  is  chiefly  interesting 
to  the  student  as  containing  the  geo- 
logical collections  of  Saussure,  the 
fossil  plants  of  MM.  Brongniart  and 
Decandolle,  and  the  collections  of  M. 
Necker.  It  is  principally  filled  with 
the  native  productions  of  Switzerland, 
and  contains  specimens  of  the  chamois, 
of  the  Bouquetin,  the  dog  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, of  all  the  fishes  of  the  rivers 
and  lakes  of  this  country ;  among 
them  the  ferra,  the  lotte,  and  a  trout 
weighing  43  lbs.  from  the  lake  of 
Geneva.  There  is  the  skin  of  an  ele- 
phant, which  lived  a  long  time  in  a 
menagerie  in  the  town,  but  at  length 
becoming  unruly  was  shot. 

There  is  also  a  cabinet  of  antiqui' 
ties;  some  of  them  found  in  the  neig^h- 
bourhood,  such  as  a  silver  buckler, 
with  fine  bas-reliefs,  discovered  in  the 
bed  of  the  Arve,  inscribed  "  Largitas 
Yalentiniani  Augusti;"  some  instru- 
ments of  sacrifice  found  near  the  rocks 
of  Neptune  in  the  lake,  &c.  &c.  Also 
the  lantern  dropped  in  the  town  ditch 
by  one  of  the  Savoyard  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  imsuocessful  attempts  to 
scSe  the  walls  in  1602  (see  p.  144). 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  edifice 
on  the  Place  Bel  Air,  Rue  de  la  Corra- 
terie ;  a  letter  reaches  London  in  3  days. 

The  best  and  most  respectable  Club 
in  Geneva  is  that  called  the  Cercle  de 
la  Rive. 

The  Public  Library,  Rue  Verdaine, 
attached  to  the  College,  a  scholastic 
looking  building,  of  no  architectural 
pretensions,  behmd  St.  Pierre,  founded 
by  Calvin,  contains  40,000  volumes. 
The  following  curiosities  are  shown 
to  all  who  desire  to  see  them : — 394 
MS.  letters  of  Calvin,  almost  illegible, 


but  with  fair  transcripts  (there  is  one 
addressed  to  Lady  Jane  Grey  while  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower);-  44  vols,  of 
his  MS.  sermons  between  1549  and 
1560;  12  vols,  of  letters  addressed  to 
him,  and  many  important  documents 
relating  to  the  Council  of  Basle;  se- 
yeral  volumes  of  letters  of  Theodore 
Beza;  the  manuscript  of  the  *  Noble 
Le9on,'  a  work  of  the  ancient  Wal- 
denses;  part  of  the  account-book  of 
the  household  of  Philip  le  Bel,  for 
1308,  written  with  a  style  upon  waxed 
tablets,  but  now  almost  effiiced;  a 
translation  of  Quintus  Curtius,  taken 
along  with  the  baggage  of  Charles  the 
Bola  at  Morat.  The  Discourses  of  St. 
Augustine,  a  MS.  on  papyrus  of  the 
7th  century.  Letters  of  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul,  J.  J.  Rousseau,  &c.  The  library 
is  opened  every  day  but  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  from  11  to  4,  and  on  Tuesday, 
to  consult  books,  from  1  to  3. 

Genera,  if  looked  at  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  may  be  said  to  possess 
an  interest,  for  the  intelligent  tra- 
veller, far  greater  than  that  to  be 
derived  from  the  individual  objects  of 
curiosity  contained  within  its  walls. 
The  influence  which  she  has  exer- 
cised, not  only  over  Europe  but  over 
the  world,  by  means  of  her  children, 
or  those  whom  she  has  adopted  as 
her  citizens,  is  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  limited  extent  of  a  territory 
which  one  may  traverse  from  end 
to  end  in  a  morning's  ride.  Vol- 
taire ridiculed  its  diminutiveness  by 
saying,  "Quand  je  secoue  ma  per- 
ruque  je  poudre  toute  la  republique  ;** 
and  the  Emperor  Paul  called  the  dis- 
putes of  its  citizens  a  tempest  in  a 
tumbler  of  water :  yet  from  Geneva 
emanated  those  religious  doctrines 
whence  Scotland,  Holland,  and  a 
lar|;e  part  of  France,  Germany,  and 
Switzerland,  derive  their  form  of 
faith,  and  which  was  transported  by 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  to  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Here  also 
were  sown  those  political  opinions 
which  bore  fruit  in  the  English  revo- 
lution under  Charles  L,  in  the  Ame- 
rican and  the  French  revolutions. 

Some  few  memorials  still  exist  in 
the  town  serving  to  recall  the  events 
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which  have  occurred  in  it,  and  the 
great  names  connected  with  it. 

On  the  island,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rhone,  not  far  from  the  Hydraulic 
Machine,  traces  may,  it  is  said,  be 
discovered  of  a  Roman  structure,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  foundations  of  one  of 
the  tovers  erected  by  Julius  Cffisar,  to 
prevent  the  Helvetians  crossing  the 
river.  The  earliest  mention  of  Ge- 
neva occurs  in  his  Commentaries, 
where  it  is  described  as  "the  last 
fortress  of  the  Allobroges,  and  nearest 
to  the  Helvetian  frontier.'' 

A  Prison,  remarkable  for  its  ar- 
rangement on  the  cellular  system, 
now  occupies  the  site  of  the  Eveche, 
near  St.  Peter's  church,  originally  the 
palace  of  the  bishops,  who  eovemed 
the  dty  as  temporal  rulers,  elected  by 
the  citizens,  for  many  ages;  but  at 
length  became  almost  nominees  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  The  citizens,  firom 
the  very  first,  enjoyed  a  liberty  above 
other  great  towns  of  the  empire,  and 
showed  a  bold  and  steady  resistance 
to  the  encroachments  of  their  rulers, 
maintaining,  against  force  and  per- 
suasion, the  municipal  prerogatives 
derived  from  their  ancestors,  and 
from  the  Golden  Bull  of  the  Empr. 
Charles  IV.  Thus,  by  a  cautious  and 
well-conducted  policy,  they  avoided 
being  swallowed  up  by  their  powerful 
neighbours,  Savoy  and  France,  or  by 
their  friends  the  Swiss  Cantons,  who, 
though  called  in  as  allies  to  protect 
them,  were  equally  ambitious  of  in- 
corporating Geneva  in  their  own  ter- 
ritory as  a  subject  state. 

John  Calvin,  the  reformer,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  lived  in  the  house, 
NO,  116,  in  the  rue  des  Chanoines, 
and  he  probably  died  there.  It  was 
in  the  year  1536  that  he  passed 
through  the  town  a  fugitive,  on  his 
way  from  Italy  to  Basde.  Two  years 
had  not  elapsed  since  the  Genevese 
had  abolished  Roman  Catholicism, 
expelled  their  bishop,  and  adopted 
the  Reformation.  Farel,  who  was 
the  means  of  introducing  it,  was  then 
preaching  at  Geneva,  and,  aware  of 
Calvin's  talents  and  powerful  elo- 
quence, entreated  him  to  remain. 
Calvin  obeyed   the  call,    and,   in  a 


short  space,  the  itinerant  preacher 
and  foreigner  was  raised  to  be  the 
dictator  of  the  republic,  ruling  its 
turbulent  democracy  with  a  sway  not 
more  mild  than  that  of  the  dukes  of 
Savoy  and  bishops  of  Geneva,  under 
whicn  the  citizens  had  g^aned  for 
ages,  and  from  which  the  Reforma- 
tion had  at  length  released  them. 
From  the  pulpit  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
which  became  at  once  the  tribune 
and  judgment-seat  of  the  reformer, 
he  denounced  the  prevailing  immo- 
rality of  the  town  with  such  elo- 
quence and  force  that  profligacy  was 
obliged  to  hide  its  head.  His  hearers, 
running  into  an  opposite  extreme, 
adopted  a  rigorous  and  puritanical 
austerity  of  manners,  and  every  trans- 
gression of  Calvin's  code  of  morals 
was  visited  with  punishment  of  the 
utmost  severity. 

But  Calvin's  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  pulpit;  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Consistory,  of  which 
one  third  of  the  permanent  members 
were  ministers,  and  the  remainder 
laymen  holding  oflice  for  a  year  only. 
This  council  assumed  an  authority 
far  more  despotic  than  that  of  the 
bishops:  it  exercised  the^werofan 
inquisition,  to  examine  mto  men's 
private  lives,  and  into  the  affairs  of 
families  of  whatever  rank. 

The  sumptuary  laws  enacted  by 
Calvin  were  severe,  but  were  rig' " 


enforced  by  the  Consistory.  They 
contained  such  enactments  as  the  fol- 
lowing: a  dinner  for  ten  persons  was 
limited  to  five  dishes;  plush  breeches 
were  laid  under  intermct;  violations 
of  the  sabbath  were  followed  by  a 
public  admonition  from  the  pulpit; 
adultery  was  punished  with  death; 
and  the  gamester  was  exposed  in  the 
pillory,  with  a  pack  of  cards  tied 
round  his  neck. 

Calvin  was  equally  rigorous  in  the 
maintenance  of  orthodoxy.  Servetus, 
condemned  by  him  for  holding  anti- 
trinitarian  doctrines,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  disseminate  in 
Geneva,  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in 
the  Champ  de  Bourreau,  the  ancient 
place  of  execution  outside  the  walls. 
The  hole  in  which  it  was  planted  is 
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now  filled  up,  and  the  destination  of 
the  spot  is  changed.  The  act  of  the 
stem  lawgiver  admits  of  no  pallia- 
tion, as  his  victim  was  not  a  subject 
of  Geneva,  and  therefore  not  amen- 
able to  its  laws.  The  execution  of 
Servetus  casts  a  stain  upon  Geneva 
and  the  cause  of  the  Reformation  as 
great  as  that  with  which  the  murder 
of  Huss  taints  the  Papist  Council  of 
Constance. 

Geneva,  thus  become  the  metro- 
polis of  Calvinism,  and  "the  Rome 
of  Protestantism,"  was  resorted  to  by 
many  foreigners,  who  sought  refuse 
here  from  religious  persecutions  m 
their  own  country.  Among  a  num- 
ber of  English  and  Scotch  exiled  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  was  John  Knox.  He  was  made 
a  citizen  of  Geneva  in  1558,  and  did 
not  finally  quit  it  till  1560.  Calvin 
died  in  1564,  at  the  age  of  55,  after 
23  years  of  uninterrupted  power:  he 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Plain  Palais,  but  he  forbade  the  Ge- 
nevese  to  mark  the  spot  where  his 
remains  wjere  laid  with  a  monument — 
the  site  of  his  grave  is  pointed  out, 
and  distinguished  by  the  letters  J.  C. 
A  Genevese  law  limits  the  property 
in  a  grave  to  15  3^  ears,  after  which  it 
may  be  opened  for  a  fresh  occupant, 
but  the  right  to  retain  it  longer  may 
be  bought  at  the  rate  of  300  frs.  for 
15  years,  or  1000  frs.  in  perpetuity. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  whose  autho- 
rity within  the  town  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  expulsion  of  the  bishop, 
was  unwilling,  notwithstanding,  to 
abandon  his  claim  to  the  possession 
of  it.  For  many  years  after  that 
event,  he  was  engaged  in  repeated 
open  contests  with  the  citizens ;  nor 
did  he  omit  to  maintain,  within  the 
walls,  spies  and  secret  partisans,  in 
the  hopes  of  gaining  possession  of 
it  by  surprise.  The  street  called 
Corrateriey  at  the  period  in  ques- 
tion, A.  D.  1602,  the  town  cUtch, 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  memo- 
rable of  these  attempts,  known  in 
Swiss  history  as  the  Escalade.  The 
inhabitants,  lulled  to  security  by  a 
display  of  pacific  intentions  on  the 
part  of  the  reigning  Duke  Charles 


Emanuel,  had  neglected  all  precau- 
tions to  guard  against  an  attack,  even 
though  warnings  had  been  given 
them  of  approaching  danger.  On  the 
night  of  Dec.  20th,  me  townsfolk  were 
aroused  from  sleep  by  the  firing  of 
musketry,  and  by  an  alarm  that  the 
enemy  was  already  in  possession.  It 
appeared  that  a  sentinel,  in  going  his 
rounds  with  a  lantern,  had  lallen 
among  a  party  of  armed  men,  who 
had  quickly  despatched  him,  but  not 
before  his  cries  and  the  report  of  his 
matchlock  had  aroused  the  rest  of 
the  guard.  It  was  quickly  disco- 
vered that  a  party  of  Savoyards,  200 
strong,  detached  from  a  still  larger 
force  of  2000  men,  who  had  ap- 
proached the  city  in  the  darkness,  and 
were  posted  on  the  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  distance  beyond  the  walls,  had 
descended  into  the  fosse  of  Corraterie, 
and  by  the  aid  of  scaling-ladders, 
painted  black,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  had  surmounted 
the  ramparts,  were  proceeding  in 
small  parties  to  burst  open  the  Porte 
Neuve,  and  thus  admit  their  asso- 
ciates on  the  outside.  The  Savoyards 
had  already  despatched  a  messenger 
announcing  to  their  commander  the 
capture  of  the  town ;  but  the  citizens, 
though  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
were  by  no  means  seized  with  the 
panic  which  such  an  occurrence  was 
likely  to  produce.  Every  man,  armed 
as  he  might  be,  issued  out  into  the 
streets  ;  the  small  body  of  Savoyards 
who  had  gained  the  ramparts  were 
quickly  overpowered;  the  first  gun 
fired  from  the  walls,  by  a  chance 
shot,  swept  away  three  of  the  scaling- 
ladders  ;  and  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side, on  approaching  the  Porte  Neuve, 
found  that,  instead  of  being  blown 
up,  it  was  strongly  guarded,  with  the 
portcullis  down.  Many  anecdotes 
are  told  of  the  prowess  of  the  towns- 
people on  that  ni^ht;  and  an  iron 
saucepan,  with  which  an  old  woman 
knocked  down  a  soldier,  is  still  pre- 
served in  the  arsenal,  along  wim  a 
piece  of  the  scaling-ladders.  The 
storming  party,  thus  unexpectedly 
attacked,  and  at  the  same  time  cut 
off  from  their  friends,  were  quickly 
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killed  or  made  prisoners.  Those  who 
fell  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  Gene- 
vese  were  hnng  next  day  as  house- 
breakers :  67  heads  were  planted 
along  the  ramparts,  but  many  more 
than  these  fell  in  the  ditch  and  out- 
side the  town.  In  the  cemetery  of 
St  GervaiSf  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Bhone,  a  monumental  epitaph  was  set 
up  to  commemorate  the  names  of  17 
Genevese  who  were  killed  on  the  oc- 
casion; and  the  venerable  Theodore 
Beza,  at  that  time  80  years  old,  gave 
out  from  the  pulpit  next  day  the 
124th  Psalm,  which  has  been  sung 
ever  since  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Escalade. 

Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  son  of  a 
watchmaker  of  Geneva,  first  saw  the 
light  in  a  street  of  the  Quartier  St. 
Gervais,  since  named  after  him  (Bue 
de  Bousseau),  and  in  the  house  No. 
69.  It  is  no  longer  in  its  original 
condition,  having  been  altered,  and 
partly  rebuilt.  His  book,  the  Emile, 
was  burnt,  in  conformity  with  an 
order  of  the  Council  of  Geneva,  by 
the  common  hangman,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  in  1762.  The 
instigators  of  this  act  were  Voltaire 
and  the  Council  of  the  Sorbonne, 
who,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  in 
this  instance  acted  in  unison.  The 
Council  at  the  same  time  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  author. 

The  Botanic  Garden  behind  the 
theatre,  and  near  the  Forte  Neuve, 
deserves  mention,  as  having  been 
laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
eminent  botanist  Decandolle  ;  but  the 
funds  are  so  limited  that  the  collec- 
tion of  plants  is  of  no  great  import- ; 
an^e.  The  ground  it  occupies  has 
also  painful  historical  associations. 
Geneva,  for  ages  the  nursery  of  re- 
publicanism and  democratic  opinions, 
became  "  a  principle  of  explosion  to 
revolutionary  France,  placed  at  its 
extremity,  as  the  fuse  is  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  bomb,'^  but  she  likewise 
reaped  the  fruits  of  the  seed  sown  by 
her  in  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
of  blood,  and  the  enactment  of  a 
reign  of  terror — a  humble  imitation 
of  that  of  Paris  in  1794.  On  this 
spot  took  place  fusillades  and  but- 
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cheries  too  horrible  to  be  detailed,  in 
which  the  blood  of  the  most  respect- 
able citizens  of  the  town  was  shed, 
condemned  to  execution  by  a  band 
of  wretches,  most  of  whom  were  their 
fellow-citizens,  though  directed  by  a 
deputy  from  the  Comite  du  Salut 
Public  at  Paris.  Here,  as  in  other 
places,  subjected  to  the  madness  of 
the  reign  of  terror,  the  atrocities 
were  committed  by  a  mere  handful 
of  assassins,  while  thousands  looked 
on  disapproving,  but  yet  not  raising 
a  voice  to  condemn,  nor  an  arm  to 
resist  Another  result  of  the  con- 
nexion of  Switzerland  with  France 
was  the  forfeiture  of  its  independence. 
After  resisting,  for  ages,  the  encroach- 
ments and  attacks  of  the  Dukes  of 
Savoy,  and  the  intrigues  of  despotic 
France,  even  when  under  the  rule  of 
the  aU-powerful  Louis  XTV.,  the  re- 
public was  destined  to  fall  by  the 
treachery  of  fellow  republicans,  with 
whom  she  had  so  recently  fraternised. 
Geneva  was  taken  by  surprise,  April 
15,  1798,  and  arbitrarily  annexed  to 
France,  forming  a  part  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Leman. 

Resides  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Bousseau,  which  are  connected  with 
Geneva — the  one  by  adoption,  the 
other  by  birth — it  is  the  oirthplaco 
of  many  illustrious  men,  whose  repu- 
tation may  be  styled  European.  The 
list  includes  the  names  of  Isaac  Ca- 
saubon;  of  Lefort,  the  friend  and 
councillor  of  Peter  the  Great;  of 
Necker,  the  weak  and  ill-starred  mi- 
nister of  Louis  XVL,  and  father  of 
Madame  de  Stael;  of  the  naturalists 
Saussure  (who  first  ascended  Mont 
Blanc),  Bonnet,  De  Luc;  and  Huber, 
the  biographer  of  the  bee  and  ant; 
Decandolle,  the  botanist;  of  Dumont, 
the  friend  and  adviser  of  Mirabeau 
and  Jeremy  Bentham  ;  and  Sismondi, 
the  historian.  Among  the  living  there 
are  Neckar,  the  geologist ;  De  hiBive, 
the  chemist ;  Maunoir,  the  oculist  ; 
and  Merle  d'Aubigjne,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  Reformation^  and  a 
preacher  at  the  Oratoire. 

Geneva  may  be  regarded  as  the 
intellectual  metropolis  of  Switzer- 
land, and  strangers  who  choose  it  as 
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their  residence,  if  provided  with  good 
introductions,  will  find,  among  the 
upper  classes,  a  very  agreeable  society, 
including  many  individuals  distin- 
guished for  their  literary  and  scienti- 
fic acquirements. 

The  staple  manufacture  of  Geneva, 
from  whicn  it  derives  its  chief  com- 
mercial prosperity,  is  that  of  watches^ 
m^tsical  hoxes^  kiA jewellery.  The  first 
watch  was  brought  to  Geneva  in  1587, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  last  century 
4000  persons  were  employed  within 
the  town,  and  2000  without  the  walls, 
on  this  manufacture.  At  present  the 
number  is  diminished  to  less  than 
3000,  though,  from  improv^nents  in 
the  mechanical  processes  and  increased 
skill  of  the  workmen,  the  number  of 
watches  made  is  much  greater  than 
before,  100,000  being  now  manufac- 
tured annually.  Upwards  of  50  watch- 
makers* and  70  jewellers'  workshops 
are  kept  in  constant  employment  m 
the  town  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated 
that  in  good  years,  75,000  ounces  of 
gold,  5000  marks  of  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones  to  the  value  of  a  million 
of  francs,  are  used  in  them.  A  com- 
mittee of  master  workmen  with  a  sjp- 
dic  at  their  head,  called  commission  de 
suirveillance,  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  inspect  every  workshop 
and  the  articles  made  in  it,  to  guard 
against  fraud  in  the  substitution  of 
metals  not  of  legal  alloy,  and  thus  to 
prevent  any  deterioration  in  a  branch 
of  industry  productive  of  so  great  an 
advantage  to  Geneva.  The  largest 
and  most  celebrated  establishment  for 
jewellery  and  watches  is  that  of  Bautte 
and  Co.,  Rue  du  Rhone.  A  good 
watch  costs  from  300  to  500  francs. 

At  the  French  custom-house,  musi- 
cal snuff-boxes,  of  Genevese  manu- 
facture, and  watches  pay  a  duty  of 
only  5  fr.  each.  Smuggling,  once  car- 
ried on  to  an  enormous  extent  between 
the  Swiss  and  French  frontiers,  has 
CTeatly  diminished,  owing  to  the  mo- 
difications of  the  iVench  tariff. 

Theatrical  performances,  for  cen- 
turies interdicted  in  Geneva  by  one 
of  the  austere  laws  of  Calvin,  are  now 
tolerated,  and  a  Salle  de  Spectacle  has  , 
been  built  close  to  the  Porte  Neuve. 


Voltaire  greatly  shocked  the  prcja* 
dices  of  the  citizens  by  acting  plays, 
as  it  were  under  their  very  nose,  at 
Les  Delices  and  Femey.  Bousseaa 
writes  to  him,  **  Je  ne  vous  aime  pas  ; 
vous  avez  corrompu  ma  republique  en 
lui  donnant  des  spectacles." 

Passports  are  demanded  at  the  gates, 
and  on  landing  from  the  steamer, 
with  strictness  and  formality.  Before 
going  to  Chamouni  (Route  115>~-aii 
excursion  which  no  traveler  should 
omit,  as  it  includes  the  sublimeat 
Alpine  scenery  in  Europe — ^the  signa« 
ture  of  the  Sardinian  consul  is  neces- 
sary, and  for  it  4  francs  are  charged. 
Office,  276,  Rue  du  Vieux-CoUege: 
8—12  A.M.,  and  3— 6  p.m. 

Here  is  a  very  well  executed  model 
of  Mont  Blancj  the  work  of  an  artist 
named  Sene,  who  employed  10  years 
upon  it,  k  la  Grenette,  Place  Longue- 
vule.  It  is  interesting  to  study  either 
befbre  or  after  a  visit  to  Chamouni. 

Monroe,  bookseller,  18,  Quai  des 
Bergues,  has  a  reading-room,  and  keeps 
a  store  of  maps,  g^des,  English 
books,  &c.;  also  lists  of  the  cam- 
pagnes  and  apartments  to  be  let,  in  or 
about  Geneva;  a  visitors'  and  stran- 
gers* book;  and  receives  subscriptions 
for  the  English  Church.  Go<m1  tea 
may  be  had  of  Monroe. 

The  gates  of  Geneoa  are  shut  at  10 
in  the  evening,  and  a  small  toll  is  ex- 
acted up  to  midnight,  after  which  it  is 
doubled.  In  former  times  they  finally 
closed  before  midnight,  and  it  will  be 
remembered,  that  it  was  the  accident 
of  beine  shut  out  one  evening  on  his 
return  nsom  a  walk  in  the  country, 
'that  induced  Rousseau  to  fly  from  his 
native  town  and  a  tyrannical  master, 
whom  he,  as  a  truant  apprentice, 
feared  to  face. 

On  the  grand  Quai,  close  to  the 
port  where  the  steamers  land,  a  Xm- 
nimetre  (lake  measure)  has  been  erect- 
ed to  mark  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
waters  of  tHie  lake. 

Near  the  Boucheries,  on  the  same 
quai,  the  town  maintains,  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  a  brace  of  Eagles.  These 
birds  are  the  armorial  oearings  of 
Geneva,  as  the  bear  is  of  Berne. 
A  Britidi  Consular  agent  was  ap- 
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pointed  at  Geneva,  1846.  The  gen- 
tleman who  fills  the  office  is  most 
obliging  and  anxious  to  be  useful. 

The  English  Church  service  is  per- 
formed in  the  church  of  the  Hospital, 
Bue  Verdain,  every  Sunday  at  half- 
past  11. 

A  new  English  church  is  to  be  built 
near  the  Bergues  Hotel,  on  the  site  of 
the  former  fortifications,  granted  by 
the  Swiss  Government.  It  is  to  be 
bnilt  by  subscription,  and  strangers 
are  earnestly  invited  to  co-operate  in 
this  eood  work.  Mr.  George  Haldi- 
mand  has  g:iven  1000?. 

Dr.  Comdet  is  an  eminent  and 
friendly  physician.  He  studied  at 
Edinburgh. 

Matte-poste  to  Dijon  in  16  hours; 
Bailway  thence  to  Paris  in  6  or  7 
hours.  The  MaUe-poste  takes  only  2 
passengers.  Diligences  go  daily  to  Di- 
jon [for  Paris]  in  17  hours.  DiUgences 
to  Ch&lons-sur-Sadne  Stat,  on  the 
railway  to  Paris,  still  nearer  than 
Dijon,  in  15  hours  ;  to  Lyons  in  19 
hours;  to  Berne  in  18  hours;  to 
Ziirich  and  Basle  in  44;  to  Lausanne, 
Vevay,  and  St.  Maurice;  to  Neuchatel 
in  12^  hours;  to  Chamouni;  daily  to 
Chamb^ry  and  Turin,  by  way  of  An- 
necy ;  daily  over  the  Simplon  to  Milan, 
in  67  hours. 

Geneva  is  lighted  with  gas  (1845), 
The  coal  is  brought  from  St  Etienne, 
up  the  Bhone  as  far  as  Belle^rde. 

Voitwriers  charge  for  a  carnage  with 
one  horse  10  to  12  fr.,  with  two  horses 
22  fr.  per  diem. 

Post-horses  to  Paris,  Lyons;  to 
Milan,  by  Thonon  and  the  Simplon, 
to  Chamb^ry  and  Turin,  to  Lausanne 
and  Basle— 120,  Bue  du  Cendrier. 

"Placed  as  Geneva  is  on  the  fur- 
thest range  of  those  states  in  which 
freedom  of  trade  is  allowed,  it  may  be 
useful  to  add  that  the  English  tra- 
veller, especially  if  he  be  proceeding 
to  the  French  or  Austrian  dominions, 
will  do  well  to  provide  himself  here 
with  those  little  English  comforts 
which  he  will  not  find  beyond  the 
next  custom-house.  At  the  shop  of 
Archinard  and  Bordier,  in  the  Bue 
Basse,  all  kinds  of  English  cutlery 
and  household  goods   may  be   had 


senuine.  The  Demoiselles  Laconr, 
in  the  Grande  Bue,  are  celebrated  for 
gloves  and  ladies'  shoes;  and  the 
tourist  will  not  disdain  to  be  told  that 
Wistag,  at  the  Chateau  Boyal,  near 
the  Porte  de  Comavin,  has  the  best 
supply  of  cigars,  tobacco,  and  snuff, 
which  is  to  m  met  with  on  the  Conti- 
nent Wesel,  in  the  Grande  Bue,  has 
a  complete  assortment  of  English  sta- 
tionery."— 2?.  Le  Bover  and  Tingry, 
49,  Bue  des  Allemancb,  are  good  che- 
mists.— E.  8, 

Steamboats  traverse  the  lake  daily, 
and  make  the  voyage  to  Villeneuve 
and  back  in  8^  hours  (see  p.  152). 

The  Ramparts,  no  longer  of  use  as 
fortifications,  and  partly  levelled,  serve 
as  promenades.  Suspension  bridges 
of  iron  wire  have  been  thrown  over 
them,  to  facilitate  ingress  and  egress 
between  the  town  and  surrounding 
country.  The  Bastion  de  Chante-Poulet 
des  Bergues  is  a  good  point  of  -view  to 
see  the  lake  and  Mont  Blanc. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  way  beyond  the  Porte  Neuve, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  died  here  in 
1829,  and  near  to  him  Decandolle,  the 
botanist,  Dumont  and  Pictet,  are 
buried.  The  site  of  Calvin's  grave  is 
shown  here.    (See  p.  144.) 

In  the  bed  of  the  lake  lie  many  gra- 
nitic boulders,  transported  from  the 
high  Alps.  Two  of  these,  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  the  port  of  Geneva,  and 
a  little  to  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  are 
so  large  as  to  project  above  the  water. 
They  are  called  Pierres  de  Niton,  from 
a  tradition  that  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  them  to  the  god  Neptune  by  the 
Bomans.  Indeed,  instruments  of  sacri- 
fice have  been  found  near  them. 

Enoirons  of  Geneva. 

Omnibuses  run  to  Carouge,  Laney, 
and  Femey  every  hour,  from  the 
Places  de  jBel  Air,  de  Bive,  de  la 
Porte  Neuve,  and  Porte  de  Comavin. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that 
Geneva  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  its 
beautifrtl  situation  on  the  margin  of  an 
enchanting  lake,  whose  gently -sloping 
banks  are  scattered  over  with  vmas, 
surrounded  by  gardens,  and  looking 
more  like  English  country-houses 
H   2 
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than  any  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  Continent. 

The  rides,  walks,  and  views  in  the 
vicinity  are  delightful,  and  almost 
endless;  but  the  great  charm  of  every 
prospect  is  the  Mont  Blanc,  and  the 
range  of  Alps  of  Savoy,  when  they 
deign  to  show  themselves,  which  they 
do  not,  in  perfect  distinctness,  more 
than  60  times  a  year  on  an  average. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  lovely  signt 
than  that  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  sur- 
rounding Aiguilles,  tinged  with  the 
pink  hue  which  the  (^parting  sun 
sheds  upon  them  in  certain  states  of 
the  atmosphere. 

a.  The  junction  of  the  Arte  toith  the 
Mhone  is  worth  visiting,  and  is  best 
seen  either  from  the  tongue  of  land 
between  the  two  rivers,  which  is 
reached  on  foot  over  the  wire  bridge 
to  the  rt  of  the  Porte  Neuve,  along 
Uie  L  bank  of  the  Bhone  by  the  gas- 
works, or  from  the  grounds  of  a 
country-house  called  Chatellaine,  or 
Campagne  Matthleu,  on  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Rhone,  about  H  m.  beyond  the 
Porte  de  Cornavin.  On  the  way  to  it, 
Les  Delices,  a  country-house  of  Vol- 
taire, is  passed. 

The  Arve,  a  furious  torrent  fed  by 
the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
looks  like  a  river  of  mud.  The  pellucid 
blue  waters  of  the  Bhone,  driven  on 
one  side  by  the  furious  entrance  of  its 
new  ally,  for  a  long  time  refuse  to  mix 
with  it,  and  the  line  of  separation  be- 
tween the  blue  and  white  water  is 
distinctly  marked.  At  length  the  Arve 
gains  the  mastery;  and  the  Rhone, 
once  polluted,  does  not  recover  its 
purity  before  reaching  the  sea. 

b.  On  the  S.B.  side  of  Geneva  rises 
the  Mmt  Saleve,  a  long  line  of  limestone 
precipices,  seeming  to  impend  over  the 
town,  liough  it  is,  in  reality,  5  m.  o£^ 
and  within  the  Sardinian  territory. 
Those  who  are  ac(|uainted  with  Edin- 
burgh may  be  renunded  of  Salisbury 
Crags  in  looking  at  it.  The  S.  side  of 
this  mountain  is  a  gentle  slope,  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  and  sprinkled 
with  houses.  The  whole  of  this  vast  in- 
clined plane,  facing  the  Alps,  is  strewn 
over  with  fragments  of  rock  (proto- 
gine),  identical  with  that  of  which  Mont 


Blanc  is  composed.  By  what  agency 
they  have  been  transported  hither — a 
distance  of  50  m.,  as  the  crow  flies — 
let  the  geologist  explain.  The  largest 
of  these  masses  is  7  ft.  long. 

The  summit  of  the  Sal^ve,  more  than 
3100  ft.  above  the  lake,  is  frequently 
scaled  by  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva, 
who  make  picnic  parties  to  enjoy  the 
view  from  its  summit  The  shortest 
road  to  it  is  by  Carouge  and  Veyrier, 
3  m.;  whence  a  very  steep  path,  prac- 
ticable only  on  foot,  leads  up  a  gap  in 
the  mountain,  partly  formea  by  steps 
cut  in  the  rock,  and  called  Pas  de 
VEchelle,  to  the  village  of  Monetier 
(pronounced  Monte)  2^  m.  Those  who 
cannot  walk  may  reach  Monetier  by  a 
carriage-road,  which  makes  a  detour 
of  8  m.  from  Geneva,  through  the 
beautiful  village  of  Momex,  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain.  The  pleasantest 
way  is  to  be  driven  to  Monetier,  thence 
to  ascend  the  Petit  or  the  Grand  Sale  ve 
on  foot,  and  to  descend  the  Pas  de 
FEchelle  on  foot  to  Veyrier,  whither 
the  carriage  may  be  sent  round  to  wait 
for  the  party. 

From  Monetier  to  the  top  is  about 
2  UL  The  view  extends  S.  up  the 
valley  of  the  Arve  over  the  Mole  to 
Mont  Blanc;  E.  over  a  vast  expanse 
of  the  lake;  N.  to  the  town  of  Geneva, 
the  Rhone,  and  the  Jura  behind;  W. 
the  eye  follows  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone  as  far  as  the  gap  in  the  Jura 
mountain,  through  which  the  river 
forces  its  way  into  France. 

c.  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
2  m.  from  Geneva,  and  a  little  to  the 
1.  of  the  high  road  to  Thonon,  is  the 
Campagne  Biodatiy  Lord  Byron's  resi- 
dence in  1816,  where  he  wrote  'Man- 
fred,' and  the  third  canto  of  '  Childe 
Harold.' 

d.  Femey,  the  residence  of  Voltaire, 
once  an  object  of  great  attraction  to 
travellers,is  situated  within  the  French 
territory,  about  5  m.  N.  of  Geneva,  on 
the  road  to  Paris  by  Gex.  On  the 
way  thither,  near  Grand  Saconnex, 
an  eminence  presents  one  of  the  best 
points  of  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

Voltaire  resided  for  nearly  20  years 
at  Feme^r,  from  1759  to  1777.  He 
may  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  the 
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vUlaffe,  which,  before  his  time,  con- 
sisted of  but  6  or  8  hovels.  He  col- 
lected industrious  colonists,  introduced 
ttsefal  manufactures  among  them,  and 
improved  his  estate,  of  about  900  acres, 
by  draining,  &c.,  besides  building  on  it 
the  Chateau,  which  still  exists,  but  has 
been  so  much  altered  by  its  present 
proprietor,  M.  Griolet,  a  weaver  of 
broadcloth,  the  interior  having  been 
almost  entirely  dismantled,  that  little 
save  the  outer  walls  has  been  left 
standing,  and  nearly  every  relic  of 
Voltaire  has  disappeared.  On  the  1. 
hand,  as  you  enter  the  gates,  stands 
the  Churchy  originally  inscribed  with 
the  words  "  Deo  erexit  Voltaire." 
The  Theatre  stood  opposite,  in  which 
his  ovni  tragedies  were  acted  by  ama- 
teurs, but  it  has  been  pulled  down. 
The  Chateau  is  rather  handsome,  and 
before  the  recent  alterations  two  rooms 
were  preserved  nearly  in  the  state  in 
which  Voltaire  left  them.  The  furni- 
ture was  faded  by  time,  and  decayed, 
principally  through  the  depredations 
of  mischievous  relic-hunting  visitors. 
The  curtains  of  his  bed  were  reduced 
to  one-third  of  their  original  length  by 
such  thefts ;  and  if  the  practice  haid  been 
continued  would  soon  nave  disappeared 
altogether.  On  the  walls  of  his  bed- 
room hung  some  bad  prints,  but  se- 
lected and  placed  there  by  himself; 
and  worse  paintings  of  his  friends, 
Frederick  the  Great  (a  present  from 
that  king),  Le  Kain  the  actor,  Cathe- 
rine II.  of  Russia  (executed  in  needle- 
work by  her  own  hand),  and  Madame 
de  Chatelet.  The  Bussian  Empress, 
it  will  be  remembered,  sent  an  embassy 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Femey  to  com- 
pliment the  Nestor  of  poets.  On  one 
side  of  the  room  was  a  monument  of 
earthenware — almost  the  only  relic 
still  remaining  here — intended  to  hold 
his  heart,  which  was  removed  to  Paris 
by  the  French.  It  was  inscribed, 
**Mes  manes  sont  consoles  puisque  mon 
coeur  est  au  milieu  de  vous."  It  was 
set  up  by  his  adopted  daughter,  the 
Marquise  de  Villette,  and  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  a  German  stove.  By 
the  side  of  it  hung  portraits  of  his 
seamstress,  of  the  bavoyard  boy  his 
servant,  and  of  Pope  GanganellL    In 


the  ante-room  was  a  singular  picture, 
painted  by  some  artist  of  signpost 
capacity,  out  designed  by  Voltaire 
himself  On  the  1.  hand  he  appeared 
in  the  act  of  being  introduced  to  Apol- 
lo by  Henry  IV.,  who  holds  in  his 
hand  a  copy  of  the  *  Henriade.'  On 
the  opposite  side  the  same  Voltaire 
was  seen  conducted  in  triumph  by  the 
Muses  to  the  temple  of  Memory,  while 
his  enemies  and  detractors,  prostrated 
before  him,  writhed  in  torments  be- 
neath his  feet. 

The  situation  of  Femey  is  charm- 
ing, in  full  view  of  the  lake  and  of 
Mont  Blanc;  but  excepting  those  of 
the  Library  the  windows  of  the  house 
are  turned  directly  away  from  the 
landscape.  In  the  garden  is  a  long 
berceau  walk,  closely  arched  over  with 
clipped  horn-beam — a  verdant  cloister, 
with  gaps  cut  in  it  here  and  there,  ad- 
mitting a  glimpse  of  the  prospect. 
Here  he  used  to  walk  up  and  down, 
and  dictate  to  his  secretary.  Among 
the  trees  of  the  crove  round  the  house 
is  an  elm  planted  by  his  own  hand  in 
1763:  it  was  struck  by  lightning  in 
1824.  The  old  gardener  of  Voltaire, 
who  was  living  till  1845,  related  some 
curious  particulars  of  his  master.  He 
was  always  addressed  by  the  people 
of  the  village  as  "  Monseigneur.  He 
drove  out  every  day  in  a  gilt  coach, 
drawn  by  4  horses;  and  he  was  a  ter- 
ror to  all  the  little  boys  he  met  in  his 
walks. 

e.  Ferte  du  MSne, — ^For  travellers 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  route 
from  Lyons  to  Geneva,  the  excursion 
to  the  Perte  du  Rhone  at  Bellegarde, 
on  the  French  frontier,  may  be  recom- 
mended. The  distance  is  about  16  m., 
and  by  starting  early  it  may  easily  be 
accomplished  in  a  day.  The  road  lies 
through  St.  Genix,  where  it  turns  off 
to  the  W.,  and  skirts  the  base  of  the 
Jura  to  Collonges.  A  little  beyond 
this  village  you  enter 

"  where  the  swift  Rhone  cleaves  his  way 

between 
Heights  which  appear  as  lovers  who  liave 

parted." 

The  lofty  Vuache  on  the  side  of 
Savoy,  and  the  huge  mass  of  the  high- 
est part  of  the  Jura  chain,  slope  pre 


150 


BOUTE  55. — ^THE  LAKE  OF  GBN15VA, 


Sect  I. 


cipitously  down  to  the  torrent  of  the 
Knone.  The  road  hangs  midway  in 
this  prodigious  passage;  and  the  cele- 
brated Fort  de  VEchtse^  the  fortress 
which  gi^es  its  name  to  the  pass,  com- 
mands this  entrance  of  France.  In- 
finite labour  and  expense  have  been 
used  by  the  French  government  to 
strengthen  this  position.  Additional 
batteries  have  been  hewn  in  the  rock 
above  the  lower  fortress,  and  these 
communicate  with  the  guard-rooms 
below  by  a  broad  stair-case,  more  than 
100  feet  in  height,  hewn  inside  the 
solid  mountain.  Leave  may  sometimes 
be  obtained  from  the  governor  to  view 
the  fortress;  but  at  any  rate  the  road 
passes  through  it,  and  enables  the  tra- 
veller to  see  something  of  its  remark- 
able defences.  From  Collonges  to 
Bellegarde  (^H6Ul  de  la  Pos^)  the  road 
sweeps  along  tiie  wild  gorge  through 
which  the  Bhone  pours.  At  Belle- 
gardo  it  crosses  the  narrow  and  rocky 
bed  of  the  Yalserine.  The  traveller 
vidll  walk  from  the  inn  to  the  Perte 
du  Rhone  (^  of  a  mile);  he  will  find 
plenty  of  squalid  guides  to  show  him 
the  spot  where  the  river,  whidi  he  has 
accompanied  from  the  clear  cistern  of 
its  waters  through  the  rough  mountain 
pass,  plunges  at  once  beneath  an  ac- 
cumulation of  broken  rocks  which  have 
fallen  from  above  and  covered  its  bed 
from  side  to  side.  '  When  the  waters 
are  tolerably  low,  as  in  the  spring  or 
winter,  the  whole  river  is  absorbed  for 
a  distance  of  120  yards;  but  the  Sar- 
dinian government,  to  facilitate  the 
floatage  of  timber,  &c,  has  blown  up 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  covering 
rocks  and  laid  bare  the  channel. 
The  bed  of  the  Yalserine  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  scarcely  loss  curious  than 
the  Ferte.  It  is  also  deeply  cut  in  the 
rock,  but  not  so  deep  as  me  bed  of  the 
Bhone,  consequently  has  to  make  a 
leap  to  join  it.  At  the  junction  are 
some  very  picturesque  mills  {Mouiin 
de  Mu88€l\  one  of  which  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  a  falling  rock,  1844. 
It  is  worth  while  to  descend  from  the 
garden  of  the  inn  into  the  worn  chan- 
nel of  this  little  river,  which  is  almost 
dry  in  summer  time,  except  where  a 
runlet  of  its  water  borrows  into  the 


clefts  and  fantastic  bends  of  the  cal* 
careous  rock. 

f.  Another  pleasant  excursion  may 
be  made  to  D^voune,  where  the  river 
Yersoix  takes  its  rise  in  a  pretty  grotto 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jura;  and  people  go 
to  eat  the  small  delicate  trout  which 
are  taken  in  it.  The  view  from  the 
terrace  of  the  Chateau  d'lvoune  is  very 
fine.  The  best  road  to  go  is  by  Coppet 
and  Celigny  (where  the  waternkUs 
should  also  be  visited),  and  to  return 
by  Femey.  The  distance  from  Geneva 
to  DTvoune  is  12  m. 

Chamouni  and  Lake  Leman  may  be 
explored  in  4  days  from  Geneva — thus, 
1st,  by  early  steamer  to  Lausanne  or 
Yevay — by  2nd  steamer  on  to  Chillon 
— in  the  evening  by  the  Milan  diligence 
to  Martigny;  2nd,  by  the  Tete  Noire 
or  Col  de  Balm  to  Chimouni  (R.  115); 
3rd,  at  Chamouni ;  4th,  back  to  Geneva. 
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THE  LAKE  OP  GENEVA. 

Lake  Leman,  in  a  Calm. 

*'  Clear,  placid  Leman !  thy  contrasted  lake, 
With  the  wild  world  I  dwell  in,  is  a  thing 
Which  warns  me,  with  its  stillness,  to  forsake 
Earth's  troubled  waters  for  a  purer  spring. 
This  quiet  sail  is  as  a  noiseless  wing 
To  waft  me  firom  destruction ;  once  I  loved 
Torn  ocean's  roar,  but  thy  soft  marmurine 
Sounds  sweet  as  if  a  Sister's  voice  reprovra, 

That  I  with  stem  delights  should  e'er  have 
been  so  moved. 

It  is  the  hush  of  night,  and  all  between 
Thy  mai^in  and  Uie  mountains,  dusk,  yet 

clear. 
Mellowed  and  mingled,  yet  distinctly  seen. 
Save   darken'd   Jura,  whose   capt   Heights 

appear 
Precipitously  steep ;  and  drawing  near. 
There  breathes  a  living  fk-agrance  from  the 

shore. 
Of  flowers  yet  f^h  with  childhood ;  on  the 

ear 
Drops  the  light  drip  of  the  suspended  oar. 
Or  chirps  the  grasshopper  one  good> night  carol 

mcwe. 
•  •*•*• 

At  intervals,  some  bird  flrom  out  the  brakes 
Starts  into  voice  a  moment,  then  is  still. 
There  seems  a  floating  whisper  on  the  hill, 
But  that  is  Ainev,— for  the  starlight  dews 
All  silently  their  tears  of  love  Instil, 
Weeping  themselves  away." 
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Lake  Lemon,  m  a  Storm. 
**  Thy  sky  is  changed  I  ->  and  such  a  change  I 
Oh  night. 
And  storm,  imd  darkness,  ye  are  wondrous 

strong, 
Yet  Ibvely  in  yoar  strength,  as  is  the  light 
or  a  dark  eye  in  woman !    Par  along, 
f^om  peak  to  peak,  the  rattling  crags  among 
Leaps  the  live  thunder  1    Mot  from  one  lone 

cloud. 
But   every  mountain   now  hath   found   a 

tongue, 
And  Jura  answers,  through  her  misty  shroud. 
Back  to  the  joyous  Alps,  wbo  call  to  her  aloud  I 

Now,  where  the  swift  Bhone  cleaves  his  way 
between 

Heights  which  appear  as  lovers  who  have 
parted 

In  hate,  whose  mlnin^i^  depths  so  intervene 

That  f  hey  can  meet  no  more,  though  broken- 
hearted 1 

Though  in  their  souls,  which  thus  each  other 
thwarted, 

Love  was  the  very  root  of  the  fond  rage 

Which  blighted  their  life's  bloom,  and  then 
departed: 

Itself  expired,  but  leaving  them  an  age 
Of  years  all  winters,— war  within  themselves  to 
wage. 

Now,  where  the  quick  Rhone  thus  hath  cleft 

his  way,  Tstand: 

The  mightiest  of  the  storms  hath  wen  his 
For  here,  not  one,  but  many,  make  their 

play,  [hand, 

And  fling  their  thunder-bolts  from  hand  to 
Flashing  and  cast  around  :  of  all  the  band, 
The  brighteet  through  these  parted  hills  hath 

fork'd 
His  lightnings, — as  if  he  did  understand, 
That  in  such  gape  as  desolation  work'd. 
There  the  hot  shaft  should  blast  whenever 

therein  lurk'd. 

And  this  is  in  the  night : — Most  glorious 

night  1 
Thou  wert  not  sent  for  slumber!  let  me  be 
A  sharer  in  thy  fierce  and  for  delight,— 
A  portion  of  the  tempest  and  of  thee  I 
How  the  lit  lake  shines,  a  phosphoric  sea. 
And  the  big  rain  comes  dancing  to  the  earth ! 


njt 
ndn 


And  now  again 't  is  black, — and  now,  the  glee 
Of  the  loud  hills  shakes  with  its  mountain- 
mirth. 
As  if  they  did  rejoice  o'er  a  young  earthquake's 
birth. 

Sky,  mountains,  river,  winds,  lake,  light* 

nings!  ye  I 
^th  night,  and  donds,  and  thunder,  and  a 

soul 
To  make  these  felt  and  feelings,  well  may  be 
Things  that  have  made  me  watchful ;  the  for 

roll 
Of  your  departing  voices  is  the  knoll 
Of  what  in  me  is  sleepless^    if  I  rest. 
But  where  of  ye,  oh  tempests  I  is  the  goal  ? 
Are  ye  like  those  within  the  human  breast? 
Or  do  ye  find,  at  length,  like  eagles,  some  high 

nest  f*  Bynm. 


The  Lake  of  Geneva,  called  by  the 
Romans  Lacus  Lemanus,  has  nearly 
the  shape  of  a  half-moon,  its  horns 
being  turned  towards  the  S.  It  is  the 
largest  lake  in  Switzerland,  being  55 
m.  long,  measured  close  to  its  N.  shore, 
and  al^ut  40  m.  along  its  S.  bank;  it 
is  6  m.  wide  at  the  broadest  part  (be- 
tween BoUe  and  Thonon),  and  its 
greatest  deptb  (between  Evian  and 
Ouchy)  is  900  ft.  Its  waters  often 
vary  m  one  year  more  than  50  inches, 
being  usually  lowest  in  the  winter, 
between  January  and  April,  and 
highest  in  August  and  part  of  July 
and  September,  owing  to  the  supplies 
then  derived  from  the  melting  snows 
and  glaciers.  Besides  these  periodical 
variations,  the  Lake  is  subject  to  other 
more  arbitrary  changes  of  level,  called 
seiches.  This  phenomenon  consists  of 
a  sudden  rise  and  faU  of  the  water  in 
particular  parts  of  the  lake,  indepen- 
dently of  the  agency  of  the  wind  or  of 
any  other  apparent  cause.  It  is  most 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva. 
During  these  oscillations  the  waters 
sometimes  rise  5  ft.,  though  the  usual 
increase  is  not  more  than  2;  it  never 
lasts  longer  than  25  minutes,  but  it  is 
generally  less.  The  cause  of  these 
seiches  has  not  been  explained  with 
certainty,  but  it  is  believed  to  depend 
upon  the  unequal  pressure  of  the  at- 
mosphere upon  dirferent  parts  of  the 
surface  of  the  lake;  and  tney  are  ob- 
served to  occur  most  commonly  when 
the  clouds  are  heavy  and  low.  The 
lake  never  freezes  over  entirely,  owing 
to  its  &;reat  depth;  but  in  severe  win- 
ters the  lower  extremity  is  covered 
with  ice.  The  sand  and  mud  brought 
down  by  the  Rhone  and  deposited 
around  its  mouth  have  caused  consi- 
derable encroachments  upon  its  upper 
extremity :  even  within  tne  records  of 
history  Forte  Vallais  stood  on  its  mar- 
gin, and  its  basin  is  reported  to  have 
originally  extended  upwards  as  far  as 
Bex. 

"  Mon  lac  est  le  premier,"  are  the 
words  in  which  Voltaire  has  vaunted 
the  beauties  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva; 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that,  though 
it  wants  the  gloomy  sublimity  of  &e 
Bay  of  Uri  and  the  sunny  softness  of 
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the  Italian  lakes,  with  their  olive  and 
citron  groves,  it  has  high  claims  to 
^admiration.  It  also  possesses  great 
variety  of  scenery.  The  vine-covered 
slopes  of  Vaud  contrast  well  with  the 
abrupt,  rocky  precipices  of  Savoy. 
Near  Geneva  the  hiUs  subside,  admit- 
ting an  exquisite  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
whose  snowy  summit,  though  60  m. 
distant,  is  onien  reflected  in  its  waters. 

"  Lftke  Leman  woos  me  with  its  crystal  fkce, 
The  mirror  where  the  stars  and  mountains 

view 
The  stillness  of  their  aspect  in  each  trace 
Its  clear  depth  yields  of  their  tax  height  and 
hne." 

At  its  E.  or  upper  extremity  it  extends 
to  the  very  base  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  by  their  close  vicinity  eive  its 
scenery  a  character  of  increased  mag- 
nificence. 

The  boats  on  the  lake  are  very  pic- 
turesque, having  latine  sails  like  the 
craft  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Among  the  fish  of  the  lake  trouts 
are  rare;  the  Lotte,  on  which  Rous- 
seau's Julie  makes  her  last  repast,  is 
described  as  "  une  esp^ce  de  barbeau, 
assez  fade,  peu  cher,  et  conmiun." 

Steamboats, — Steamers  leave  Geneva 
and  Villeneuve,  at  the  two  extre- 
mities of  the  lake,  every  morning. 
The  v  make  the  voyage  from  one  end 
to  the  other  in  about  4j  hours.  The 
steam^s  do  not  take  carriages.  They 
jstop  to  land  and  receive  passengers  at 
Coppet,  Nyon,  Rolle,  Morges,  Ouchy 
(the  port  of  Lausanne),  Vevay,  and 
Villeneuve  —  all  situated  on  the  N. 
shore  of  the  lake,  and  described  in  the 
next  route.  There  is  no  direct  water- 
communication  between  Geneva  and 
the  to^ns  on  the  S.  (Savoyard)  side 
of  the  lake,  described  in  Route  57. 

ROUTE  56. 

GENEVA  TO  MARTIGNY,  BY  LAUSANNE, 
VEVAY,  CHILLON,  BEX,  AND  ST. 
MAURICE. 

26|  leagues  =z  80  Eng.  m. 

This  is  a  post-road,  tolerably  sup- 

Elied  with  post-horses,  the  cnarges 
eing  the  same  as  in  France,  viz.,  1  fr. 
50  c.  for  each  horse  per  post,  and 
75  c.  to  the  postilion  ;   for  every  per- 


son in  the  carriage  above  the  number 
of  horses  1  fr.  is  charged.  The  post- 
boys expect  40  sous  a  post  §  5. 

Diligences  go  twice  a-day  to  Lau- 
sanne, and  daily  to  Marti&^ny.  A 
voiturier  will  take  about  6j  nrs.  to 
Lausanne,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
The  tolls  at  each  post  are  heavy. 

N.B.  The  road  by  the  S.  shore  of 
the  lake  (Rte.  57)  to  St.  Maurice  is 
6J  leagues  shorter  than  this  by  Lau- 
sanne. 

The  greater  part  of  the  first  stage 
out  of  Geneva  lies  among  villas  and 
pleasure  grounds  not  unSke  English 
country-seats.  Few  spots  in  Europe 
present  so  many  admirable  sites  for 
a  dwelling  as  the  shores  of  Ijake 
Leman  in  fuU  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
After  a  mile  or  two  Mont  Blanc  is 
hid  behind  the  intervening  mountains 
of  Voirons,  and  doe^  not  reappear 
until  near  Nyon. 

The  parish  of  Versoix,  through' 
which  the  road  passes,  formerly  be- 
longed to  France.  The  Duke  de 
Choiseul,  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  irri- 
tated with  some  proceedings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Geneva,  proposed  to 
raise  a  rival  city  at  Versoix  which 
should  deprive  Geneva  of  its  trade. 
A  pier  was  projected  into  the  lake  to 
form  a  port,  a  grand  Place  was  laid 
down,  streets  running  at  right  angles 
were  marked  out;  but  beyond  this  the 
plan  was  never  carried  into  execution. 
Hence  the  verses  of  Voltaire  : — 

**  A  Versoix  nous  avons  des  rnes, 
Mais  nous  n'avons  pas  de  maisons." 
A  little  beyond  Versoix  (now  an  in- 
considerable village)  we  pass  out  of  the 
canton  of  Geneva  into  that  of  Vaud. 

li  Coppet— (Tnn ;  Ange)— a  small 
villaffe  of  600  lihab.,  only  remarkable 
for  the  Chateau^  immediately  behind 
it,  but  so  placed  as  to  command  no 
view  of  the  lake.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Madame  de  Stael  Vemet. 
It  is  a  plain  edifice,  forming  three 
sides  of  a  square,  the  front  towards 
the  lake  being  flanked  with  a  tower 
at  each  end.  It  was  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Stael  the  author,  as  well 
as  of  her  father,  the  French  minister 
Necker.  There  are  portraits  of  her 
by  David,  of  her  parents  M.  and  Ma- 
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dame  Necker,  and  a  marble  bust  of 
M.  Bocca,  Madame  de  Stael's  second 
hnsband.  One  room  is  pointed  out  as 
the  study  in  which  the  author  of  Co- 
rinne  composed  many  of  her  works. 
Her  inkstand  and  desk  are  still  pre> 
served.  The  grounds  are  traversed 
by  shady  walks;  and  a  cliunp  of  trees 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  in  a  field  a  little 
to  the  W.  of  the  house,  shrouds  from 
view  a  sort  of  chapel  in  which  Necker 
and  his  daughter  are  buried. 

14  Nyon  {Inn :  Couronne ;  not 
good),  a  town  of  2682  Inhab.,  stands 
on  a  hei&;ht ;  but  its  suburbs,  through 
which  the  hi^h  road  runs,  extend 
down  to  the  lake.  It  was  the  Boman 
Novidunum. 

An  excellent  carriage-road  ascends 
the  Jura  from  this  in  zigzags  to  St. 
Cergues  (Rte.  53.)  From  the  top  of 
the  Dole,  on  the  1.  of  this  road,  and 
15  m.  from  Nyon,  there  is  an  exqui- 
site view  (see  p.  140). 

2f  Rolle.  {Inn :  Tete  Noire,  small 
and  not  first  rate.)  The  hills  around 
this  village  are  covered  with  vine- 
yards, producing  a  tolerable  wine. 
One  of  the  best  Vaudois  wines  is 
grown  on  the  slope  between  Rolle  and 
Anbonne,  called  La  Cote. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  is 
discerned  the  Gulf  of  Thonon,  and 
the  snowy  head  of  Mont  Blanc  peer- 
ing over  the  mountains  of  the  Chaflais, 
is  visible  all  the  way  from  Morges  to 
Geneva.  A  little  further  on  the'rocks 
of  Meillerie  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Vallais  appear. 

Morges.  {Inn:  La  Couronne.) 
Close  to  the  small  port  of  this  little 
town  of  2800  Inhab.  rises  the  old 
Castle  of  Wufflens,  distinguished  by  its 
tall  white  square  donjon  and  group 
of  minor  turrets,  built  of  brick,  with 
deep  machicolations.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Queen  Bertha  in  the 
10th  cent.  It  is  well  preserved  and 
highly  picturesque.  On  the  next 
stage  the  river  Venoge  is  crossed. 

The  distant  view  of  Lausanne, 
seated  on  sloping  hills  and  sur- 
mounted by  its  cathedral  and  castle, 
is  pleasing.  Between  it  and  the  lake, 
at  the  distance  of  4  m.,  stands  the 
suburb  or  village  or  Ouchy,  which  [ 


may  be  termed  the  port  of  Lausanne. 
{Inn :  Ancre,  at  the  water-side,  very 
good  and  cheap.  The  obliging  lanch 
lady  is  English.  Families  may  live 
here  en  pension  at  the  rate  of  30  or 
40  fr.  a-week  each  person.)  Lord 
Byron  wrote  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon 
in  this  little  inn,  in  the  short  space  of 
tico  dav8,  during  which  he  was  detained 
here  by  bad  weather,  June,  1816  : 
**  thus  adding  one  more  deathless  as- 
sociation to  the  already  immortalized 
localities  of  the  lake."  Omnibuses  ply 
between  Ouch^  and  Lausanne — fare 
^  fr.  or  1  fr.  with  luggage. 

Traversing  the  shady  Promenade  of 
Montbenon,  renowned  for  its  fine  pro- 
spect, we  enter 

2|  Lausanne.  {Inns:  Hotel  Gib- 
bon, large  and  good;  table-d'hote  at 
1,  5,  and  8  p.m  ; — Faucon,  excellent 
and  more  quiet ; — ^Bellevue,  quiet,  rea- 
sonable, well  kept  and  finely  situated, 
with  an  open  country  view.)  Lau- 
sanne, capital  of  the  canton  Yaud, 
contains  16,000  Inhab.  The  Fays  de 
Vaud  (Germ.  Waadtland)  was  ori- 
ginally subject  to  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
but,  having  been  conquered  by  the 
Bernese,  remained  tributary  to  the 
republic  for  2-J  centuries,  until  1798, 
when  it  purchased  its  own  indepen- 
dence. The  town  stands  on  the  lower 
slope  of  the  Mont  Jorat,  which  sinks 
gradually  down  to  the  lake,  but  is  in- 
tersected bv  several  ravines,  giving  it 
the  form  of  distinct  eminences.  From 
this  cause  the  old  streets  ranging  over 
broken  ground  are  a  series  of  ups  and 
downs:  many  are  very  steep.  A 
causeway  and  viadtict,  called  from  its 
builder  Pont  Prechard,  have  been  made 
to  span  the  valley  from  the  front  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon,  and  a  winding  road, 
carried  on  a  level  along  its  £.  bank, 
renders  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
cathedral  much  more  accessible  than 
formerly.  The  older  streets  are  mostly 
narrow  and  not  very  clean,  and  few  of 
the  houses  stand  on  the  same  level. 
A  very  good  point  of  view  is  the 

Terrace  of  the  Cathedral,  At  the 
foot  of  the  flight  of  steps  leading  to  it 
from  the  market-place  ask  for  the  keys 
of  the  door,  kept  at  the  sexton's  house. 
No.  6.  The  Cathedraiy  a  very  exten- 
H   3 
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sive  building,  and  intemaUy  the  finest 
Gothic  church  in  Switserland,  "  was 
founded  a.d.  1000,  and  some  traces  of 
the  original  edifice  mAj  be  noticed  in 
the  groined  arches  behind  the  altar. 
With  this  exception  the  building  dates 
from  1275.  The  interior  is  singular 
in  its  construction,  and  very  beautiful, 
though  modem  arrangements  have 
closed  the  choir — ^removed  the  stalls — 
in    a   manner  incongruous  with  all 

Srecedent.  Upon  entering  the  W. 
oor,  two  piers  are  seen  on  the  rt. 
and  1.,  each  consisting  of  a  thick  cen- 
tral column,  surrounded  bj  six  dis- 
tinct and  detached  columns  of  the 
same  height  but  smaller  diameter. 
Each  of  these  piers  is  surrounded  by 
another,  which  would  altogether  re- 
semble its  subordinate,  if  a  wall  pro- 
jecting from  the  side  did  not  take  the 
place  of  one  of  the  smaller  colunms  ; 
— these  groups  of  columns  stand  at  the 
angles  of  a  porch  of  four  arches,  the 
singularity  and  beauty  of  which  are 
greatly  increased  by  two  apses  which 
are  attached  to  it  on  the  N.  and  S. 
sides.  Beyond  this  b  another  porch, 
in  which  the  yaulting,  ribs,  and  arch 
mouldings  are  most  beautifully  sup- 
ported by  a  series  of  detached  slender 
columns.  On  entering  the  naye,  2 
wide  arches  are  seen  on  the  right  and 
on  the  left ;  and  these  are  succeeded, 
on  each  side,  by  6  narrower  arches, 
the  arrangement  of  which  is  so  pecu- 
liar, that  they  suggest  the  idea  of  their 
haying  been  escperiments  in  architec- 
tural construction  during  the  transi- 
tion period.  They  are  thus  described 
by  Mr.  Willis  : — *  Each  alternate  pier 
consists  of  12  parts,  or  shafts—namely, 
3  on  each  face  for  the  yaulting  of  the 
naye  and  side  aisles  respectiyely,  and 
3  for  the  pier  arches,  but  of  the  in- 
terposed ones,  the  first  has  coupled 
columns  for  the  pier  arch,  and  a  lateral 
sub-shaft  for  its  sub-arch  ;  the  nest 
has  a  single  round  shaft  for  the  pier 
arch,  and  a  stout  detached  shaft  in 
front  of  it,  which,  running  up  to  the 
roof,  carries  3  yaulting  ribs  in  a  group 
upon  a  round  abacus ;  the  nest,  with 
a  similar  arrangement  for  the  pier 
arch,  has  a  slender  shaft  in  front,  sup- 
porting the  simple  rib  of  a  six-partite 


yault,  of  which  this  is  the  only  com- 
partment, the  rest  of  the  naye  haying 
quadri-partite  yaults.* — The  circular 
apse,  at  the  eastern  end,  is  singular 
and  complete,  both  as  a  continuation 
of  the  naye  and  of  the  aisles.  The 
Triforium  Gallery  is  carried  conti- 
nuously along  the  naye,  the  transept, 
and  the  apse  ;  aboye  it  is  a  second 
gaUezy,  equally  complete,  but  it  is 
arranged  m  compartments  of  triple 
arches,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it 
to  conform  to  the  openings  of  the 
windows.  Within  the  central  Tower, 
but  at  a  higher  level,  are  2  similar 
galleries,  equally  complete.  At  the 
eastern  sides  of  the  transept  are  2 
compartments,  which  form,  as  it  were, 
2  aisles  to  that  part  of  the  building; — 
the  walls  of  these,  as  well  as  of  the 
side  aisles  and  the  apsidal  aisles,  are 
lined  throughout  with  a  succession  of 
low  colunms  supporting  trefoil  or 
quatrefoil  arches. — F.  L, 

Among  the  monuments  within  the 
church  are  a  mailed  effigy  of  Otho  of 
Granson,  whose  ancestor.  Otto  de 
Grandeson,  held  several  important 
offices  in  England,  under  Henry  III. 
and  Edward  I.  ;  and  the  tomb  of 
Victor  Amedeus  VIIL  (Voltaire's 
"  Bizarre  Amedee  "),  who  was  Duke 
of  Savoy,  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  Pope 
under  the  title  of  Felix  V.,  but  re- 
signed in  succession  all  these  dignities, 
preferring  to  end  his  days  as  a  monk 
in  the  convent  of  RipaiUe,  on  the  op- 
posite shore  of  the  lake.  It  is  much 
mutilated.  The  monument  of  Mrs. 
Stratford  Canning,  a  vase  v«dth  a  bas- 
relief,  by  Bartolini  (not  by  Canova,  as 
most  guide  books  have  it),  is  poor  and 
not  in  good  taste.  Here  also  is  interred 
the  venerated  Bernard  de  Menthon, 
founder  of  the  Hospice  of  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  which  is  named  after  him. 

On  another  platform,  a  little  way 
behind  the  Terrace  of  die  Cathedral, 
stands  the  Castle^  a  picturesque,  mas- 
sive square  tower  with  4  turrets  at 
the  angles.  It  was  originally  the  re- 
sidence of  the  Bishops  of  Lausanne, 
but  is  now  the  council-house  of  the 
canton. 

Lausanne  possesses  a  College^ 
founded  1587,  and  a  Cantonal  Museum^ 
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in  which  are  some  objects  of  interest, 
— such  as  a  collection  of  minerals 
from  Bex  and  a  model  of  the  salt- 
mines there.  It  is  not  deficient  in 
the  other  branches  of  natural  history. 
A  specimen  of  the  silnrus  glanis,  one 
of  the  lai^st  fresh-water  fishes,  came 
from  the  lake  of  Morat.  Many  anti- 
quities discoyered  within  the  canton, 
at  Ayenticum,  and  on  the  borders  of 
the  Lake  Leman,  are  preseryed  here. 

Tfie  home  of  Gibbon,  in  which  he 
completed  the  Hisjiory  of  Borne,  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  behind 
the  church  of  St.  Francis,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  down  to 
Ouchy.  Both  it  and  the  garden  haye 
been  entirely  changed.  The  wall  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon  occupies  the  site  of 
his  summer-house,  and  the  herceau 
walk  has  been  destroyed  to  make 
room  for  the  garden  of  the  hotel,  but 
the  terrace  oyerlooking  the  lake,  a 
lime  and  a  few  acacias,  remain. 

"  It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  the 
night,  of  the  27th  of  June,  1787,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  11  and  12,  that  I 
wrote  the  last  line  of  the  last  page 
in  a  sununer-house  in  my  garden. 
After  laying  down  my  pen  I  took 
seyeral  turns  in  a  berceau,  or  coyer^d 
walk  of  acacias,  which  commands  a 
prospect  of  the  country,  the  lake,  and 
the  mountains.  The  air  was  tem- 
perate, the  sky  was  serene,  the  sUyer 
orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
the  wayes,  and  all  nature  was  silent." 
Gibbon^s  Life, 

"Much  had  been  done  within  the 
last  15  years  by  the  canton  of  Vaud 
to  improye  the  institutions  of  this 
little  state  which  the  late  reyolutions 
haye  tended  to  destroy.  The  Peni- 
tentiary, Prison,  and  Normal  School 
may  interest  some  trayellers." — ff,  R. 

The  English  church  service  is  per- 
formed eyery  Sunday  in  the  ChapeUe 
dn  Culte,  but  an  English  chapel  has 
been  built  The  Lutheran  seryice  is 
also  performed  in  the  same  building 
in  the  course  of  the  day. 

N.B. — A  Sardinian  minister  resides 
here,  and  siw^s passports  for  Chamouni, 
Turin,  the  Simplon,  or  an^  other  part 
of  Sardinia.  The  omission  of  this 
may  lead  to  detention.    Charge  2  fr. 


The  Post  and  Diligence  office  is  in 
the  Place  St.  Francois,  near  the  church. 
Omnibus  to  Yyerdun — in  the  afternoon 
to  Veyay.  Diligences  run  daily  in 
summer  from  Lausanne  to  Veyay  and 
Bex,  to  Berne,  to  Geneya,  to  Neu- 
chatel,  and  to  Bale.  The  office  for 
post-horses  is  in  the  Rue  Martheray, 
No.  67. 

N.B.  Posting  (§  5)  begins  at  Lau- 
sanne, and  continues  oyer  the  Sim- 
plon  into  Italy,  and  by  Geneya  into 
France. 

Steam-boats  touch  at  Ouchy,  the 
suburb  of  Lausanne,  at  the  water-side, 
twice  a-day,  on  their  way  to  either 
extremity  of  the  lake.  Omnibuses 
conyey  trayellers  to  and  fro. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Lausanne  is 
unriyalled  for  the  number  and  beauty 
of  the  walks  which  it  presents.  Par- 
tial and  pleasing  glimpses  of  the  lake 
are  obtained  from  the  terraces  within 
the  town,  and  from  that  of  Montbenon, 
just  outside  the  walls,  on  the  way  to 
Geneya  ;  but  far  more  extensiye  and 
beautiful  prospects  are  presented  from 
the  heights  aooye  it  The  best  spot 
for  an  extensiye  suryey  is  the  eleyated 
platform  called  the  Signal,  accessible 
by  a  carriage  road.  Near  it  is  the 
extensiye  forest  of  Sauyabellin  (Silya 
Belini),  in  which  it  is  said  the  Druids 
once  worshipped  the  god  Bel,  and 
thence  its  name.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  country-seats  in  the  yi- 
cinity  ;  that  of  Vemant  is  highly 
praised  ;  its  grounds  haye  the  charac- 
ter of  an  English  park,  with  the  Alps 
and  the  lake  in  addition.  Cooper,  the 
American  noyelist,  thus  describes  the 
yiew  from  the  heights  aboye  Lau- 
sanne : — "  The  form  of  the  lake  pre- 
yents  an  entire  yiew  of  it  from  any 
single  spot  One  is  as  well  placed  at 
Lausanne  as  at  any  other  spot  perhaps 
for  such  a  purpose  ;  but  eyen  there 
the  W.  end  of  tne  sheet  is  quite  con- 
cealed by  the  curvature.  If  the  foot 
of  the  lake  is  hid  from  the  eye,  its 
head,  on  the  contrary,  lies  open  before 
the  spectator,  and  it  ofiers  one  of  the 
grandest  landscapes  of  this  the  noblest 
of  all  earthly  re^ons.  In  that  direc- 
tion the  mountains  of  Savoy  rise  like 
ramparts,  and  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
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retires  in  the  distance  until  it  is  lost 
in  the  sublimity  of  mystery  (?). 
Whichever  way  the  eye  wanders  over 
the  wide  range  of  hill-sides.  Tillages, 
vineyards,  mountains,  and  blue  water, 
it  never  fails  to  return  to  this  one 
root,  which  on  the  whole  offers  one  of 
tne  nicest  combinations  of  the  great 
and  the  enchanting  in  scenery  of  any 
place  within  my  knowledge.  Mont 
Blanc  is  not  visible  from  the  Signal, 
but  may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Jorat,  on  the  road  to  Berne. 

About  2  m.  out  of  Lausanne,  beyond 
the  Calvaire,  on  the  Berne  road,  is 
the  Cemetery  of  Pierre  de  Plain.  John 
Philip  Kemble,  the  tragedian,  is  bu- 
ried within  it.  "  His  tomb  is  a  plain 
flat  slab,  one  of  9  or  10  in  a  row,  aU 
English  graves.  The  house  where  he 
died  is  called  Beau  Site;  the  planta- 
tions were  all  laid  out  by  himself." — 
ir,M,  

The  road  to  Vevay  runs  along  the 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  here  covered  with 
vineyards  (Lavaux),  industriously  ter- 
raced high  up  the  hills  extending  to 
Vevay.  It  continaes  in  view  of  the 
lake,  and  is  improved  by  levelling  and 
widening,  though  at  times  narrow, 
and  parfly  enclosed  between  the  walls 
of  vineyards,  rendering  it  very  hot  in 
summer,  being  imsheltered  by  trees. 
Near  Vevay,  the  gorge  of  the  Ehone 
appears  in  sight,  overlooked  by  the 
snowy  peaks  of  the  Dent  de  Midi. 

rt.  At  Fully  an  inferior  sort  of  coal, 
abounding  in  sulphur,  is  dug  from  a 
mine  in  the  hill-side. 

3|  *  Vevay.  Inns :  Trois  Couronnes, 
kept  by  Monnet;  close  to  the  lake: 
the  best  Inn  in  Switzerland,  comfort- 
able and  clean:  a  very  large  house 
and  a  civU  landlord;  reading-room 
Well  supplied  vdth  papers:  charges 
not  out  of  proportion  with  the  comfort. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
places  in  Switzerland.  From  Oct.  1 
to  June  1  you  may  live  here  mode- 
rately en  pension.  Faucon,  civil  and 
moderate.— C.  J.  F. 

Vevay  (Germ.  Vivis,  the  Boman 
Vibiscum)  is  the  second  town  in  can- 
ton Vaud,  and  has  4722  Inhab.  It  is 
*  Four  lieues  de  poste. 


principally  distinguished  for  the  ex- 
ceeding beauty  of  its  situation,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Veveyse, 
on  the  margin  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at 
a  point  where  the  scenery  of  its  banks 
is  perhaps  most  beautiful  The  writ- 
ings of  Rousseau  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  its  celebrity  in  this 
respect.  He  says  in  his  Confessions — 
"  J*aUai  a  Vevay  loger  a  la  clef,  et 
pendant  deux  jours  que  j'y  restai  sans 
voir  personne,  je  pris  pour  cette  viUe 
un  amour  qui  m'a  suivi  dans  tons  mes 
voyages,  et  qui  m'y  a  fait  etablir  enfin 
les  h^ros  de  mon  roman.  Je  dirai 
volontiers  a  ceux  qui  ont  du  gout  et 
qui  sont  sensibles,  Allez  a  Vevay,  vi- 
sitez  le  pays,  examinez  les  sites,  pro- 
menez  vous  sur  le  lac,  et  dites  si  la 
nature  n*a  pas  fait  ce  beau  pays  pour 
une  Julie,  pour  une  Claire,  et  pour 
un  Saint  Preux;  mais  ne  les  y  cher- 
chez  pas.*' 

From  the  little  terrace  at  the  end 
of  the  market-place,  or  from  the  roof 
of  the  Trois  Couronnes,  or,  better 
still,  from  the  villa  called  Hauteville, 
about  2  m,  above  Vevay,  the  ^e  sur- 
veys on  the  E.  the  village  of  Clarens, 
Montreux,  ChUlon;  beyond  it  Ville- 
neuve  and  the  gorge  of  the  Khone, 
backed  by  the  gigantic  Alps  of  the 
Vallais,  tne  Dent  de  Midi,  and  Pain 
de  Sucre  (neighbours  of  the  Great 
St.  Bernard);  while  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  lake  rise  the  rocks  of 
Meillerie,  surmounted  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Dent  d'Oche,  and  the  village 
of  St.  Gingough,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains. 

In  the  Ch.  of  St.  Martin,  a  little 
above  the  town,  situated  amidst  trees 
and  vineyards,  and  used  only  in  sum- 
mer (date  1438),  Ludlow  the  regicide 
is  buried,  as  well  as  Broughton,  who 
read  the  sentence  of  death  to  Charles  I. 
They  died  here  in  exile,  a  price  hav- 
ing been  set  upon  their  heads;  and 
repeated  applications  were  made  to 
the  canton  of  Berne  to  deliver  them 
up,  which  the  government  very  pro- 
perly refused  to  accede  to.  Ludlow's 
house  still  exists  on  the  road  to  La 
Tour  de  Peil;  he  placed  over  his  door- 
way this  inscription — **  Omno  solum 
forti  patria."    The  tablet  is  remoyed 
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to  England.  The  castle  was  removed 
te  make  way  for  Monnet's  hoteL 

The  English  Ch.  Service  is  performed 
on  Sundays  in  St.  Martin's  at  1,  and 
in  the  H.  de  Ville  at  3-30. 

Many  excursions  maybe  made  from 
Vevay  by  land  or  water.  Boats  at 
1  fr.  me  hour.  Chillon  is  a  morning 
drive  (the  route  may  be  varied  by 
taking  the  upper  road;. 

«*  The  Fr^res  Weibel,  53,  Bue  d'lta- 
lie,  are  recommended  as  voituriers." 
—if. 

The  mnes  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vevay,  especially  of  tne  sunny  dis- 
trict extending  nence  to  Lausanne, 
and  called  Lavaux,  enjoy  a  consider- 
able reputation.  The  Romans  are 
belie vea  to  have  first  planted  the  vine 
on  these  hills;  and  the  discovery  of 
a  stone  inscribed  "  Libero  Patri  Col- 
liensi"  proves  that  they  had  erected  a 
temple  to  Father  Bacchus  at  Collium, 
a  little  village  now  called  Cully,  on 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  between  Vevay 
and  Lausanne. 

A  society  or  guild  of  high  antiquity, 
called  fAbhaye  des  Vignerons,  having 
for  its  motto  the  words  "  Ora  et  la- 
bora,"  exists  at  Vevay.  Its  object  is 
to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  vine; 
and  for  this  purpose  it  despatches 
every  spring  and  autumn  **  experts," 
qualified  persons,  to  survey  all  the 
vineyards  of  the  district,  and  upon 
their  report  and  testimony  it  rewards 
the  most  skilful  and  industrious  vine- 
dressers with  medals  and  pruning- 
hooks  (serpes  d'honneur)  as  prizes. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  handed 
down  from  very  ancient  times,  which 
is  possibly  a  relic  of  pagan  super- 
stition, this  society  celebrates  once  in 
15  or  20  years  a  festival  called  ia  Fete 
des  Vignerons.  It  commences  with  the 
ceremony  of  crowning  the  most  suc- 
cessful cultivator  of  the  vine,  which  is 
followed  and  accompanied  by  dances 
and  processions  formed  of  the  lads 
and  hisses  of  the  neighbourhood  at- 
tired as  Fauns  bearing  the  thyrsus, 
and  nymphs.  Father  Bacchus  m  his 
car,  and  Ceres  throned  on  a  waggon 
fiUed  with  wheatsheaves,  appear  in 
the  most  classical  costume  in  the  midst 
of  their  followers.   But  the  procession 


includes  a  singular  mixture  of  Scrip- 
tural characters  along  with  these 
heathen  Bacchanals.  Thus  Silenus 
riding  on  his  ass  is  followed  by  Noah 
in  his  ark,  and  Pomona  is  succeeded 
by  the  spies  from  Canaan  bearing 
between  tnem  the  bunch  of  grapes. 
A  vine-press  and  a  forge  at  work  are 
also  exhibited,  drawn  by  fine  horses. 
On  other  days  of 'the  fete  (for  it  lasts 
for  several)  the  spectators  are  enter- 
tained with  the  native  dances  and 
songs  of  Switzerland,  performed  by 
the  herdsmen  and  shepherdesses  of 
the  neighbouring  Alps;  and  the  con- 
cluding and  perhaps  the  most  inter- 
esting part  of  the  festivities  consists 
in  tne  bestowing  upon  a  young 
maiden,  the  fairest  in  nune  and  form 
in  the  vicinity,  a  dower,  and  in  the 
celebration  of  her  marriage  with  a 
partner  of  her  choice.  As  many  as 
700  persons  took  part  in  the  last  fes- 
tival, and  one  of  the  ballet-masters  of 
the  French  opera  repaired  hither  from 
Paris,  several  weeks  beforehand,  to 
drill  and  instruct  the  rustics  in  danc- 
ing. The  ground  was  kept  by  100 
young  men  in  the  picturesque  ancient 
Swiss  costume,  which  has  oeen  deli- 
neated by  Holbein.  The  last  anniver- 
saries were  in  1819, 1833,  and  1851,  and 
multitudes  of  spectators  fiocked  from 
alljparts  to  witness  them. 

The  road  from  Vevay  to  Freyburg 
by  Bulle  is  described  Kte.  41. 

The  very  grand  Pass  from  Vevay 
over  the  Ijent  de  Jaman,  and  the 
road  thence  to  Thun,  in  the  same 
Rte.  41. 

About  2  miles  off,  on  a  swelling 
eminence  overlooking  the  lake,  stands  • 
the  ancient  Castle  of  Blonay,  which  has 
belonged  to  the  same  family  for  700 
years.  Further  on,  above  Clarens,  is 
Chatelardf  another  castle. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Vevay  the  ham- 
let of  La  Tour  de  Peil,  with  a  castle 
built  at  the  water-side  in  the  13th 
century,  is  passed.     3  m.  further  lies 

Clarens,  so  sentimentally  described 
by  Bousseau  in  the  Nouvelle  Heloise. 
It  commands  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  views  over  the  lake— the  moun- 
tains of  the  Rhone  valley  and  of  the 
opposite  shore,  but  in  itself  is  a  poor 
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Tillage,  far  less  attractive  than  many 
of  its  neighbours,  and  it  probably 
owes  its  cSebrity  to  a  well-sounding 
name,  which  fitted  it  for  the  pages  of 
a  romance.  Bousseau*s  admirers  have 
puzzled  themselves  with  endeavouring 
to  identify  the  localities,  though  he 
has  himself  stated  that  they  are  **gros- 
sidrement  alt^res."  The  spot  on  which 
the  beautiful  "  bostiuet  de  Julie"  is 
sought  for  is  now  a  potato-field. 
Byron  says  that  the  trees  were  cut 
down  by  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard, 
and  lavishes  some  unworthy  and  un- 
deserved abuse  upon  those  hospitable 
ecclesiastics;  but  he  has  forgotten  to 
ask  whether  the  bosquet  really  ever 
had  any  existence  except  in  Kous- 
seau's  imagination.  Byron,  indeed, 
viewed  the  s^t  with  a  poet's  eye, 
and  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery,  which  has  been 
accurately  described  by  Bousseau, 
called  up  all  the  poet's  enthusiasm 
and  inspiration. 

**  Clarens  I  sweet  Clarens,  birthplace  of  deep 

Love  I 
Thine  air  is  the  young  breath  of  passionate 

thought : 
Thy  trees  take  root  in  Love ;  the  snows  above 
The  very  glaciers  have  his  colours  caught. 
And  sunset  into  rose-hues  se^  them  wrought 
By  rays  tvhich  sleep  there  lovingly:  the  rodis, 
The  x)ennanent  crags,  tell  here  of  Love,  who 

sought 
In  them  a  refuge  from  the  worldly  shocks 
Which  stir  and  sting  the  soul  with  hope  that 

W008,  then  mocks. 

"  Clarens  I    by  heavenly  feet   thy  paths  are 

trod— 
Undying  Love's,  who  here  ascends  a  throne 
To  which  the  steps  are  mountains ;  where  the 

god 
Is  a  pervading  life  and  light,— so  shown 
Not  on  those  summits  solely,  nor  alone 
In  the  still  cave  and  forest ;  o*er  the  flower 
His  eye  is  sparkling,  and  his  breath  hath 

blown. 
His  soft  and  summer-breath,  whose  tender 

power 
Passes  the  strength  of  storms  in  their  most 

desolate  hour. 

«  All  things  are  here  othim;  from  the  black 

pines, 
Which  are  his  shade  on  high,  and  the  loud 

roar 
Of  torrents,  where  he  listeneth,  to  the  vines 
Which  slope  his  green  path  downward  to  the 

shore. 
Where  the  bow'd  waters  meet  him,  and  adore. 
Kissing  his  feet  with  murmurs ;  and  the  wood, 
The  covert  of  old  trees,  with  tranks  all  hoar, 


But  light  leaves,  young  as  Joy,  stands  where  it 
stood. 
Offering  to  him  and  his  a  populous  solitude— 

**  A  populous  solitude  of  bees  and  birds. 
And  ftiiry-form'd  and  many-colour'd  things* 
Who  worship  him  with  notes  more  sweet  than 

words, 
\nd  innocently  open  their  glad  wings. 
Fearless  and  fall  of  life :  the  gush  of  springs. 
And  fall  of  lofty  fountains,  and  the  bend 
Of  stirring  branches,  and  the  bud  which 

brings 
The  swiftest  thought  of  beauty,  here  extend. 

Mingling,  and  made  by  Love,  unto  one  mighty 


**  *T  was  not  for  fiction  chose  Rousseau  this'spot. 
Peopling  it  with  affections ;  but  he  found 
It  was  the  scene  which  passion  must  allot 
To  the  mind's  purified  beings ;   't  was  the 

ground 
Where  early  Love  his  Psyche's  cone  unbound. 
And  hallow'd  it  with  loveliness  :  't  is  lone. 
And  wonderful,  and  deep,  and  hath  a  sound. 
And  sense,  and  sight  of  sweetness ;  here  the 
Rhone 
Hath  spread  himself  a  couch,  the  Alps  have 
rear'd  a  throne." 

"  In  July,  1816,  I  made  a  voyage 
round  the  lake  of  Geneva;  and,  as  far 
as  my  own  observations  have  led  me 
in  a  not  uninterested  nor  inattentive 
survey  of  all  the  scenes  most  cele- 
brated by  Rousseau  in  his  *  H^loise,' 
I  can  jsafely  say  that  in  this  there  is 
no  exaggeration.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  see  Cmrens  (with  the  scenes  around 
it — Vevay,Chillon,B6veret,  St.  Gingo, 
Meillerie,  Evian,  and  the  entrances  of 
the  Rhone)  without  being  forcibly 
struck  with  its  peculiar  adaptation  to 
the  persons  and  events  with  which  it 
has  been  peopled.  But  this  is  not  all; 
the  feeling  with  which  all  around 
Clarens  and  the  opposite  rocks  of 
Meillerie  is  invested  is  of  a  still  higher 
and  more  comprehensive  order  Uian 
the  mere  sympathy  with  individual 
passion;  it  is  a  sense  of  the  existence 
of  love  in  its  most  extended  and  su- 
blime capacity,  and  of  our  own  parti- 
cipation of  its  good  and  of  its  glory; 
it  is  the  great  principle  of  the  uni- 
verse, which  is  mere  more  condensed, 
but  not  less  manifested,  and  of  which 
though  knowing  ourselves  a  part,  we 
lose  our  individuality,  and  mingle  in 
the  beauty  of  the  whole.  If  Rousseau 
had  never  written  nor  lived,  the  same 
associations  would  not  less  have  be- 
longed to  such  scenes.    He  has  added 
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to  the  interest  of  his  works  by  their 
adoption;  he  has  shown  his  sense  of 
their  beauty  by  the  selection;  but  they 
have  done  that  for  him  which  no  hu- 
man being  coidd  do  for  theuL  I  had 
the  fortune  (good  or  evil  as  it  might 
be)  to  sail  for  Meillerie  (where  we 
landed  for  some  time)  to  St.  Gingo, 
during  a  lake  storm,  which  added  to 
the  magnificence  of  all  around,  al- 
though occasionally  accompanied  by 
danger  to  the  boat,  which  was  small 
and  OTcrloaded.  It  was  over  this  very 
part  of  the  lake  that  Bousseau  has 
driven  the  boat  of  St.  Preux  and  Ma- 
dame Wolmar  to  Meillerie  for  shelter 
during  a  tempest  On  gaining  the 
shore  at  St.  Gingo,  I  found  that  the  wind 
had  been  sufficiently  strong  to  blow 
down  some  fine  old  chestnut-trees  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  mountains." — 
Bynm, 

The  swelling  hills  and  vine-clad 
slopes,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
lake  nearly  all  the  way  from  Geneva, 
here  give  place  to  beetling  crags  and 
woody  precipices  rising  abruptly  from 
the  water's  edge.  The  road  sweeps 
in  curves  round  the  retired  bays  at 
their  feet. 

Montreux  —  (/n» :  Couronne,  in  a 
good  situation;  people  not^very  clean). 

This  village,  seated  on  an  eminence 
(1.)  above  me  road,  with  its  church 
spire  a  little  apart  from  its  houses,  is 
much  prettier  m  itself  and  in  its  situa- 
tion than  Clarens. 

"  It  is  celebrated  as  the  most  shel- 
tered spot  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  remarkable  salu- 
brity of  its  climate  renders  it  desirable 
winter-quarters  for  invalids  who  can- 
not cross  the  Alps.  The  statistical 
researches  of  Sir  F.  d*Ivemois  have 
shown  that  Montreux  is  the  place  in 
the  world  where  there  is  the  smallest 
proportion  of  deaths  and  of  imprudent 
marriages." — R» 

Across  the  Dent  de  Jaman — an 
exceedingly  romantic  Pass — runs  a 
horse-path  into  the  Simmenthal  (Bte. 
41),  to  Montbovon,  or  Ch&teau  d'Oex. 

About  2  m.  from  Montreux  stands 
the  picturesque  and  renowned  Castle 
of  Chillon^  on  an  isolated  rock  nearly 
surrounded  by  deep  water,  but  within  { 


a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore  and  of 
the  road,  with  which  it  communicates 
by  a  wooden  bridge.  It  was  built  in 
1238  by  Amedeus  lY.  of  Savoy,  and 
was  long  used  as  a  state  prison,  where, 
among  other  victims,  many  of  the 
early  reformers  were  immured.  When 
Byron,  in  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon,  de- 
scribed the  sufierings  of  an  imaginary 
captive,  he  was  not  acquaintea  vnth 
the  history  of  the  real  prisoner,  Bon- 
nivard,  prior  of  St.  Victor,  who,  having 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  his  exertions  to 
free  the  Genevese  from  the  Savoyard 
yoke,  was  seized  by  the  Duke*s  emis- 
saries, and  secretly  carried  off  to  this 
castle.  For  6  long  years  he  was 
buried  in  its  deepest  dungeon,  on  a 
level  with  the  surface  of  the  lake. 
The  rine^  by  which  he  was  attached 
to  one  of  the  pillars  still  remains,  and 
the  stone  floor  at  its  base  is  worn  by 
his  constant  pacing  to  and  fro.  Byron 
afterwards  wrote  the  sonnet  on  Bon- 
nivard,  from  which  the  following  lines 
are  taken: — 
"  Chillon  I  thy  prison  is  a  holy  place, 

And  thy  sad  floor  an  altar ;  for  't  was  trod 
Until  his  verv  steps  have  left  a  tnu:e 

Worn,  as  if  the  cold  pavement  were  a  sod. 
By  Bonnivard  I  May  none  those  marks  efface  i 

For  tliey  appeal  from  tyranny  to  God." 

At  leng^,  in  1 536,  the  Swiss  wrested 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  of  Savoy.  Chillon  was 
the  last  place  which  neld  out  for  him; 
but  an  army  of  7000  Bernese  besieg- 
ing it  by  land,  while  the  galleys  of 
the  Genevese  assaulted  it  oy  water, 
soon  compelled  it  to  surrender,  and 
Bonnivard,  with  other  captives,  was 
set  free.  The  changes  which  had 
occurred  during  the  years  of  his  im- 
prisonment almost  realised  the  legend 
of  the  Seven  Sleepers.  He  had  left 
Geneva  a  Boman  Catholic  state,  and 
dependent  on  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  he 
found  her  free,  and  a  republic,  openly 
professing  the  reformed  faith. 

The  castle  is  now  converted  into  a 
ma^zine  for  military  stores.  The 
cunous  old  Chapel  is  well  worth  see- 
ing. Strangers  are  readily  conducted 
over  other  parts  of  it,  and  (indepen- 
dent of  the  associations  connected 
with  the  building)  may  find  some- 
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thing  to  interest  them  in  its  **  potence 
et  cachots."  The  former  is  a  beam, 
black  with  age,  extended  across  one 
of  the  vaults,  to  which  the  condemned 
were  formerly  hung.  The  cachots 
are  oubliettes,  whose  only  entrance  was 
by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor  above. 
The  dungeon  of  Bonnivard  is  airy 
and  spacious,  consisting  of  two  aisles, 
almost  like  the  crypt  of  a  church;  its 
floor  and  one  side  are  formed  by  the 
living  rock,  and  it  is  lighted  by  several 
wiii£>ws,  through  which  the  sun's 
light  passes  by  reflection  from  the 
surface  of  the  lake  up  to  the  roof, 
transmitting  partly  also  the  blue  co- 
lour of  the  waters.  Formerly  it  was 
subdivided  into  small  cells  by  partition 
walls  between  the  pillars.  Byron  in- 
scribed his  name  on  one  of  the  pillars, 
but  it  is  far  more  lastingly  associated 
with  the  spot. 

"  Lake  Leman  lies  by  Chillon*s  walls ; 
A  thousand  feet  in  depth  below 
Its  massy  waters  meet  and  flow ; 
Thus  much  the  fatliom-line  was  sent 
From  Chillon's  snow-white  battlement  (?  ?) 
Which  round  about  the  wave  enthrals ; 
A  double  dungeon  wall  and  wave 
Have  made — and  like  a  living  grave. 
Below  the  surface  of  the  lake 
The  dark  vault  lies  wherein  we  lay ; 
We  heard  it  ripple  night  and  day. 
In  Chillon's  dungeons  deep  and  old 
There  are  seven  columns  massy  and  grey. 
Dim  with  a  dull,  imprison'd  ray, 
A  sunbeam  which  hath  lost  its  way. 
And  through  the  crevice  and  the  cleft 
Of  the  thick  wall  is  fallen  and  left. 
Creeping  o'er  the  floor  so  damp, 
Like  a  marsh's  meteor  lamp." 

"  It  is  by  this  castle  that  Rousseau 
has  fixed  the  catastrophe  of  his  H^- 
loise,  in  the  rescue  of  one  of  her  chil- 
dren by  Julie  from  the  water;  the 
shock  of  which,  and  the  illness  pro- 
duced by  the  immersion,  is  the  cause 
of  her  death." 

A  large  Hotel,  under  the  name 
Hdtel  de  Byron,  has  been  erected  be- 
tween ChiUon  and  YiUeneuve,  and  is 
well  spoken  of.  "  It  is  probably  the 
most  comfortable  Pension  on  the  lake, 
cuisine  excellent,  table-d*h6te  liberal, 
and  the  greatest  cleanliness  and  civi- 
lity; rooms  lofty  and  airy:  charge  5 
fr.  a  day.  It  is  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Villeneuve  on  one  side,  and  the  same 
from  Chillon  on  the  other."— i?.  C.  W, 


Villeneuve  —  {Inns:  Aigle  Noir ; 
Croix  Blanche;  H.  du  Fort,  a  model  of 
cleanliness  and  low  charges. — G.  C,  8.^ 
— is  a  small  and  ancient  waUed  town 
of  1480  Inhab.  (Fennilucus  of  the  Ro- 
mans), situated  at  the  E.  extremity  of 
the  lake,  where  the  road  quits  its  bor- 
ders to  enter  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 
A  diligence  awaits  the  arrival  of  the 
steamers  to  convey  passengers  twice 
a  day  on  to  Bex. 

About  a  mile  from  Villeneuve  lies 
a  small  island,  the  only  one  in  the 
lake:  it  is  thus  mentioned  by  Byron 
in  the  'Prisoner  of  Chillon:' — 

"  And  then  there  was  a  little  isle. 
Which  in  my  very  face  did  smile, 

The  only  one  in  view ; 
A  small  green  isle,  it  seem'd  no  more, 
Scarce  broader  than  my  dungeon- floor ; 
But  in  it  there  were  three  taU  trees. 
And  o'er  it  blew  the  mountain-breeie. 
And  by  it  there  were  waters  flowing. 
And  on  it  there  were  young  flowers  growing, 

Of  gentle  breath  and  hue." 

The  commencement  of  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone  is  dreary  and  uninter- 
esting. The  low  ground  is  a  flat  allu- 
vial deposit,  formed  by  mud  brought 
down  by  the  river,  and  stiU  remainmg 
in  the  state  of  a  barren  and  unwhole- 
some morass.  The  encroachments  of 
the  land  upon  the  lake,  even  within 
the  period  of  historical  record,  have 
been  very  great  Port  Vallais,  Portus 
Valesise  of  the  Romans,  in  tlieir  time 
stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but 
is  now  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
inland;  the  intervening  tract  has  been 
gained  since.  The  Rhone  itself  creeps 
slowly  'along,  impeded  by  its  own 
windings,  and  as  it  were  burdened 
with  mud,  very  unlike  the  torrent  of 
azure  and  crystal  which  bursts  out  of 
the  lake  at  Geneva.  Upon  this  plain, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  Divico,  the  first  Helvetian 
chief  mentioned  in  history,  defeated, 
B.C.  107  rthe  646th  year  of  Rome),  the 
Roman  forces  under  Lucius  Cassius, 
slaying  their  general  and  compelling 
his  army  to  pass  under  the  yoke. 

The  top  of  the  mountain  above 
Yvorne  was  thrown  down  by  an 
earthquake,  1584.  A  good  wine  now 
grows  on  the  slope. 

4i    L'Aigle  —  (Znu  ;      La    Croix 
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Blanche)  — a  village  of  1650  Inhab. 
(^Aquileia.)  Black  marble  is  quarried 
near  this.  The  Val  des  Ormonds 
opens  behind  Aigle.    (See  Bte.  41  a.) 

Bex  (pronounced  Bey)  —  {Inn  : 
•li'Union,  good).  It  comprises  a 
boarding-house  and  an  establishment 
of  baths,  supplied  from  a  sulphureous 
spring  rising  in  the  vicinity,  which 
causes  Bex  to  be  resorted  to  as  a 
'watering-place  in  summer.  Board, 
3  frs.  a  day,  for  not  less  than  a  week. 
Guides,  horses,  and  chars-iUbanc  for 
excursions  among  the  mountains  may 
be  hired  here. 

Bex,  a  village  of  3000  Inhab.,  situ- 
ated on  the  high  road  to  the  Simplon, 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  Salt  mines 
and  Salt  Works.  Salt  has  been  ob- 
tained from  brine-springs  here  since 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century.  For 
a  long  time  they  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant fiimily  of  Augsburg  named 
Zobel,  but  they  are  now  the  property 
x)f  the  government  of  the  canton. 
Down  to  1823  the  brine-springs  alone 
itimished  the  salt,  and  they  were  gra- 
dually failing,  when  M.  Charpentier 
su^ested  the  plan  of  driving  shafts 
and  fineries  into  the  mountain  in 
isearch  of  rock-salt.  The  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  large  and  rich  vein 
of  the  mineral,  which  has  been  traced 
for  a  distance  of  4000  ft.  and  for  a 
height  of  600  ft.,  varying  in  thickness 
from  2  ft.  to  50  ft.  I  and  the  annual 
produce  of  salt  is  now  augmented  to 
20,000  or  30,000  quintals.  Strangers 
arriving  at  Bex  commonly  pay  a  visit 
to  the  mines,  which  are  situated  about 
2  m.  off  in  the  valley  of  La  Gryonne. 
A  carriage  road  leads  through  most 
beautiful  scenerv  to  the  entrance  of 
the  mines.  The  salt  is  obtained 
either  from  the  brine-springes,  six  or 
seven  of  which,  of  various  degrees  of 
strength,  burst  forth  in  different  parts 
of  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  or 
from  the  rock-salt,  which,  after  being 
extracted  by  the  help  of  gunpowder, 
is  broken  into  pieces,  thrown  into 
large  reservoirs,  caUed  dessaloirs,  cut 
in  the  anhydrite  rock  (sulphate  of 
lime  without  water)  in  the  interior  of 
the  mountain,  and  there  dissolved  in 
-water.   Each  reservoir  is  usually  filled 


with  water  3  times.  The  2  first  solu- 
tions (lessivages)  furnish  a  liquor  with 
25  or  26  per  cent,  of  salt;  the  3rd  is 
much  weaker,  having  only  5  or  6  per 
cent  The  brine,  either  from  the 
sources  or  from  these  reservoirs,  con- 
taining above  20  per  cent,  of  salt,  is 
conveyed  in  pipes  made  of  fir-wood 
at  once  to  the  boiling-house  (maison 
de  cuite);  that  which  is  less  strong 
must  be  subjected  to  the  jprocess  of 
graduation  in  the  long  buildings  or 
sheds,  open  at  the  sides,  which  are 
passed  at  Bexvieux  and  Devins,  be- 
tween Bex  and  the  mines.  These 
evaporating-houses,  or  maisons  de  gra- 
duaticm,  are  fiUed  up  to  the  roof  with 
stacks  of  fagots  of  thorn-wood,  over 
which  the  salt  water,  after  being 
raised  to  the  roof  by  pumps,  is  allowed 
to  trickle  drop  by  drop.  The  sepa- 
ration of  the  water  in  passing  through 
colanders,  and  its  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere  as  it  falls,  produce  rapid 
and  considerable  evaporation  of  the 
watery  particles,  while  the  gypsum 
dissolved  in  it  adheres,  in  passing,  to 
the  twigs,  and  crystallizes  around 
them.  The  water  is  thus  made  to 
ascend  and  descend  several  times;  it 
becomes  stronger  each  time,  and  at 
length  is  brought  to  the  condition  of 
saturated  brine,  fit  for  boiling  in  the 
salt-pans.  It  will  easily  be  perceived 
how  much  fuel  is  thus  spared  by  not 
subjecting  the  weak  solution  to  the 
fire  at  first. 

The  principal  mines  are  those  called 
Du  Fondement  andDti  Bouillet;  the  latter 
contains  a  gallery  driven  horizontally 
into  the  bowels  of  the  mountain  for  a 
distance  of  6636  ft.,  7^  ft.  high  and 
5  ft  wide.  At  400  ft  from  its  en- 
trance is  the  round  reservoir^  80  ft  in 
diameter  and  10  ft.  deep,  excavated  in 
the  rock,  without  any  support  to  its 
roof.  In  it  the  weak  water  is  col- 
lected, which  requires  to  undergo  the 
process  of  graduation.  A  little  fiu:- 
ther  on  is  another  irregular  reservoir, 
7933  ft  in  extent,  supported  by  pillars, 
and  destined  to  hold  the  stronger 
brine  fit  for  the  salt-pans  without  un- 
dergoing any  intermediate  process. 
Permission  to  visit  the  mines  and 
works  may  be  obtained  from  M.  Char- 
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peotier,  the  geolo^st,  who  resides  at 
Les  Devins,  2  m.  N.£.  of  Bex. 

Many  beautiM  minerals  are  ob- 
tained from  the  salt-mines  of  Bex — 
such  as  very  clear  crystals  of  selenite, 
muriacite,  anhydrite,  &c. 

There  is  a  short  but  difficult  path 
(Route  58)  from  Bex  to  Sion  by  the 
Ber^all  of  Les  Diablerets;  a  guide 
wovud  be  required  for  this  journey. 

"  Journeying  upward  by  the  Rhone, 

That  there  came  down  a  torrent  from  the  Alps, 
I  enter'd  where  a  key  unlocks  a  kinedom : 
The  mountains  closing,  and  the  roaa,  the  river 
Filling  the  narrow  space."  Bogert, 

Such  is  the  scene  presented  to  the 
traveller  at  the  Bridge  of  St.  Maurice, 
vt^hich  spans  the  rapid  river  with  one 
bold  arch  70  ft.  wide,  leaning  for  sup- 
port on  the  rt.  side  upon  the  Dent 
de  Morcles,  and  on  the  1.  upon  the 
Dent  de  Midi,  whose  bases  are  pushed 
so  far  forward  as  barely  to  leave  room 
for  the  river. 

The  bridge,  erroneously  attributed 
to  the  Romans,  is  not  olaer  than  the 
15th  century,  but  may  possibly  rest 
on  Roman  foundations.  It  unites  the 
canton  Yaud  with  the  canton  YaUais; 
and  a  ^ate  at  one  end,  now  removed, 
formeny  served  to  close  the  passage 
up  and  down:  a  circumstance  alluded 
to  in  the  lines  of  Rogers.  A  small 
fort  was  erected  by  the  Swiss  in  1832, 
above  the  road,  to  defend  the  pass. 
Here  our  route  is  joined  by  the  road 
from  Geneva  along  the  S.  shore  of  the 
lake  through  St.  Gingough.    (Route 

No  one  can  cross  the  bridge  of  St 
Maurice  without  being  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  cantons.  The 
neatness  and  industry  of  the  Yaudois 
are  exchanged,  withm  the  space  of  a 
few  hundred  yards,  for  filth  and  beg- 
gary, eqnalli^  apparent  in  the  persons 
and  habitations  of  the  Yallaisans. 
Their  physical  condition  is  lament- 
able; no  part  of  Switzerland  is  afflicted 
to  a  ^eater  extent  with  the  maladies 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (§  19),  and  the 
victims  of  them  shock  Uie  traveller's 
sight  at  every  step. 

Immediately    beyond    the   bridge, 


squeezed  in  between  the  mountain  and 
the  L  bank  of  the  Rhone,  stands 

32  St  Maurice — {Inn:  L'Union,  to- 
lerable, but  dark  and  dirty) — a  town 
of  1050  Inhab.,  occupying  the  site  of 
the  Roman  Agaunum.  It  owes  itB 
present  name  to  the  tradition  that  the 
Theban  Legion,  under  the  command 
of  St  Maurice,  suffered  martyrdom 
here  by  order  of  Maximian,  a.d.  302, 
because  they  refused  to  abjure  Chris- 
tianity. 

The  Abbey,  the  oldest  Christiaii 
foundation  among  the  Alps,  estab- 
lished in  the  4th  century,  founded  in 
honour  of  St  Maurice,  and  endowed 
by  Sigismond,  King  of  Burgundy, 
contains  in  its  Treasury  a  museum  of 
ancient  art  Here  are  preserved  a 
vase  of  Saracenic  workmanship,  pre- 
sented by  Charlemagne;  a  crozier  of 
gold,  in  the  shape  of  a  spire,  the 
niches  of  it  filled  with  figures  an  inch 
high,  most  elaborately  worked;  a 
chalice  of  agate,  presented  by  Charle- 
magne; another,  given  by  Bertha 
Queen  of  Burgundy,  and  several  be- 
sides, of  a  very  early  date.  **The 
Church  was  much  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  17th  century,  hut  the  tower  is 
unaltered,  and  several  Roman  inscrip- 
tions are  buUt  into  its  walls.*' — P. 

On  quitting  the  town  we  perceive 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhone  the 
Bath-house  of  Lavey,  erected  1831 
over  a  warm  sulphureous  spring  dis- 
covered in  the  nver  bed,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  canton  Yaud.  The  water  is 
employed  in  supplying  medicinal 
baths,  the  healing  properties  of  which 
are  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  asote 
gas  contained  in  the  water.  Upon  a 
projecting  platform  of  rock  consider- 
ably above  the  road,  rises  the  Hermit- 
age of  Notre  Dame  du  Sax.  Lower 
down  on  the  road  is  the  chapel  of 
Yeriolez,  raised  on  the  precise  spot  of 
the  Theban  massacre  (!),  and  covered 
with  rude  frescoes. 

In  the  autumn' of  1835  a  torr«it 
of  mud  descended  from  the  summit 
of  the  Dent  de  Midi  into  the  Yallais 
near  Evionaz.  It  cut  a  passaee  for 
itself  through  the  forest,  which  (dothes 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  snapj^ng 
the  stoutest  trees  short  off  like  twigs. 
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It  coy&red,  the  high  road  for  a  len^h 
of  900  ft.,  interrupting  for  some  tune 
the  communication,  and  overwheUned 
many  fields  and  orchards,  and  some 
few  houses;  but  no  lives  were  lost, 
as  the  slow  progress  of  the  current 
allowed  every  one  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  On  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust a  violent  storm  of  rain  had 
Durst  upon  the  Dent  de  Midi,  accom- 
panied by  thunder;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  lightning  struck  the  peak 
several  times.  £  is  supposed  that 
a  mass  of  the  mountain  was  loosened 
by  the  rain,  and  in  falling  broke 
through  and  carried  down  with  it  a 
considerable  i>art  of  a  glacier.  The 
rain  and  melting  ice  mixing  with  the 
fragments  and  with  the  debris  of  mo- 
raines converted  the  whole  mass  into  a 
thick  mud,  which  swept  slowly  down- 
wards like  a  lava  current.  Blocks  of 
limestone  of  many  tons  weight,  and 
some  of  them  12  ft.  high,  were  carried 
along  with  it,  or  float^  on  its  surface 
like  corks.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  stream  of  mud  contained 
scarcely  one-tenth  part  of  water;  the 
fluidity  of  the  mass  was  no  doubt 
promoted  by  the  character  of  the 
rocks  and  soil  which  covered  the 
mountain,  and  which  consisted  of  a 
black  spUntery  limestone,  shale,  and 
loam.  The  wretched  hamlet  Evionaz 
occupies  the  site  of  an  old  town, 
jQpaunum,  destroyed  by  a  similar 
mud-torrent  in  563. 

This  part  of  the  valley  has  a  dreary 
and  barren  aspect,  from  the  quantity 
of  bare  gravel  and  broken  rock  strewed 
over  it 

About  6^  m.  from  St.  Maurice, 
4   from    Martigny,    is    the    famous 


Waterfall    of    the    Sallenche,     which 
Ids  into  the  valley  of  the 


here  descend 


Bhone  out  of  a  narrow  ravine,  appa 
rently  excavated  by  its  waters.  The 
perpendicular  descent  of  the  stream 
is  about  280  feet,  but  the  final  leap 
of  the  cascade  not  more  than  120 
feet.  It  is  a  fine  object,  both  from 
its  volume  and  height,  visible  f^om 
a  considerable  distance  up  and  down. 
It  is  best  seen  in  a  sunny  morning 
before  12  o'clock,  when  the  iris, 
formed  in  the  doud  of  spray,  hovers 


over  it  The  neighbouring  village  of 
Mieville  sends  forth  an  importunate 
crowd  of  begears  and  self-appointed 
guides  to  conduct  travellers  from  ^e 
road  to  the  fall,  a  distance  of  a  few 
hundred  yards. 

Before  reaching^  Martigny  we  cross 
another  stream,  the  Trtent,  descending 
from  the  Pass  of  the  Tete  Noire  (Bte. 
11 6\  and  issuing  out  of  a  singular  rent 
in  tne  side  of  the  vaUey.  On  the  out- 
skirts of  Martigny,  upon  a  command- 
ing rock,  rises  the  eastle  of  La  Bdtie, 
formerly  a  stronghold  of  the  archbi- 
shops 01  Sion.  The  deep  dungeon  be- 
neath its  tall  tower  is  only  accessible 
by  a  trap-door  in  ihe  floor  of  the 
cnamber  above.  The  river  Dranse 
passes  out  into  the  Bhone,  between 
Ia  B&tie  and 

8}  Martigny  (Boute  59). 


BOUTE  57. 

OENEVA  TO  MABTIGNT,  BY  THOITON  AND 
MEILLERIE,  ALONQ  THE  SOUTH  SHORE 
OF  THE  LAKE  OF  OENEVA. 

20}  leagues  ss  60  Ene.  m. 

The  greater  part  of  this  road  lies 
through  the  Sardinian  territory,  but 
for  the  convenience  of  reference  it  is 
placed  here. 

After  Quitting  Geneva  by  the  new 
Quartier  ae  Bive,  a  fine  view  opens  out 
on  the  right ;  beyond  the  Saleve  rises 
the  Mole,  and  the  vista  of  the  valley 
of  the  Arve  is  terminated  by  the  Buet, 
by  Mont  Blanc  and  its  glaciers.  The 
snore  of  the  lake  is  dotted  over  with 
villas  of  the  Genevese.  One  of  these, 
near  the  village  of  Oologny,  the  Catn- 
pagna  Diodati,  is  interesting  as  having 
been  the  residence  of  Lord  Byron  in 
1816.  He  wrote  here  the  3rd  canto 
of  Childe  Harold  and  the  tragedy  of 
Manfred. 

Beyond  the  village  of  Corsier  the 
Genevan  territory  is  left,  and  we  enter 
the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  and  the  an- 
cient province  of  Chablais,  which  ex- 
tends along  the  lake  as  far  as  St.  Gin- 
gough.  A  monotonous  plain  is  tra- 
versed in  order  to  reach 

3  Douvaine,  the  first  Sardinian  post- 
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EOUTE  57. — ROCKS  OF  MEILLERIE. 


Sect.  1. 


station,  where  passports  and  baggage 
are  examined. 

3  Thonon — {Inn :  Les  Balances) — 
an  ancient  town  of  3740  Inhab.,  ori- 
ginally capital  of  the  Chablais. 

On  quitting  Thonon  we  pass  on  the 
left,  betvt^een  the  road  and  the  lake, 
Ripaillej  anciently  an  Augustine  con- 
vent, founded  by  Amedeus  VIII.  of 
Savoy,  in  which  he  passed  the  latter 
portion  of  his  life,  having  assumed  the 
cowl  of  an  Augustine  monk.  He  ab- 
dicated, in  turn,  the  dukedom  of  Sa- 
voy, the  Papacy  (into  which  he  had 
been  installed  with  the  title  of  Felix 
v.),  and  the  bishop's  see  of  Geneva. 
He  resided  here  after  his  second  abdi- 
cation, passing  his  time  not  in  the 
tiustere  penance  of  an  anchorite,  but, 
according  to  the  popular  belief,  in  ease, 
feasting,  and  dissipation.  Hence  the 
French  proverb  —  "  Faire  Ripaille." 
Kecent  historical  investigations,  how- 
ever, make  it  probable  that,  even  to 
the  last,  he  had  not  abandoned  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  that  far  from 
being  inactive  and  exclusively  devoted 
to  luxury,  he  was  still  weaving  politi- 
cal intrigues.  The  castle,  with  7 
towers,  built  hj  Amedeus  for  himself 
and  the  six  knights  whom  he  chose  as 
companions,  has  nearly  disappeared. 
The  relic  of  the  convent  is  converted 
into  a  farm-house.  A  lone  bridge  of 
24  arches  carries  the  road  over  the 
Dranse,  a  torrent  descending  from  the 
mountains  of  the  Chablais,  and  aug- 
mented to  a  large  volume  by  the  mat- 
ing snows  during  a  small  part  of  the 
year. 

Through  groves  of  most  maeni- 
iicent  chestnut-trees  we  pass  Am- 
phion,  where  are  baths  supplied  by  a 
chalybeate  spring,  and  reach 

2  Evian  (/nn;  H.  du  Nord  Poste),  a 
town  of  1670  Inhab.,  at  the  waterside. 

The  Rocks  of  Meillerie,  celebrated 
by  Rousseau  and  Byron,  were,  under 
the  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  with  tjie 
help  of  gunpowder,  blasted  to  form  a 
passage  for  the  magnificent  road  of 
the  Simplon,  which  is  here  carried 
partly  through  them,  partly  on  a  ter- 
race 30  or  40  feet  above  the  lake. 
Previous  to  its  construction,  the  little 
Village  of  Meillerie  was  barely  ac- 


cessible, except  by  boats.  About  a 
mile  off  the  shore,  at  Meillerie,  the 
lake  attains  its  greatest  depth,  920 
Fr.  ft  Here  Byron  was  nearly  lost 
in  a  storm.  Kousseau,  in  the  IT. 
Heloise,  has  conducted  St  Preux  and 
Mad.  Wolmar  also  to  this  port  for  shel- 
ter from  a  tempest.  On  the  opposite 
shore  is  seen  Clarens,  and  the  white 
wall  of  the  castle  of  Chillon  (p.  169). 

4  St.  Gingough — {Inn:  Poste,  com- 
fortable). A  deep  ravine  here  divides 
Savoy  from  the  Swiss  territory  of  the 
Vallais;  travellers  entering  from  the 
Vallais  are  subjected  to  custom-house 
regulations  here. 

Bovaret,  the  next  vUlage,  lies  with- 
in the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  here  a 
broad,  flat,  and  unwholesome  swamp 
(p.  160).  Port  Vallais,  in  the  days 
of  the  Romans,  stood  on  the*water- 
side ;  all  the  ground  between  it  and 
the  lake  has  been  produced  since  the 
records  of  history,  by  the  deposits  of 
the  river.  .  At  Port  du  Sex  the  rocks 
on  the  rt  encroach  so  far  upon  the 
Rho^ie  as  barely  to  leave  a  passage 
for  the  road  at  tneir  base.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  this  pass  in  ancient  times 
to  construct  a  fort  with  loop-holes  for 
arrows,  and  embrasures  for  cannon, 
which  effectually  closed  the  entrance 
to  the  Vallais,  the  only  passage  being 
over  its  drawbridge  and  through  its 

gite.  There  is  a  ferry  over  the 
hone  near  this,  but  the  cross-roads 
leading  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  val- 
ley among  the  morasses  are  very  bad. 

The  canal  of  Stockalper,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  road,  was  cut 
about  a  century  ago,  to  drain  this 
portion  of  the  valley. 

2^  Vionnaz.  Owing  to  an  abrupt 
bend  in  the  valley,  and  a  projecting 
rock  which  hides  the  upper  portion 
from  view,  the  road  comes  suddenly 
upon  the  town  of 

2|  St  Maurice  (Route  56). 

3i  Martigny  (Route  59). 

ROUTE  58. 

BEX  TO  SIGN,  BY  LES  DIABLERETS 
AND  COL  DE  CHEVILLE. 

llf  hrs.  =  37i  Eng.  m.,  a  walk  of 
9J  to  10  hours,  excluding  stoppage. 


Switzerland,    route  68. — bex  to  siok.    les  diablerets. 
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Bex  is  described  in  Bte.  56.  This 
is  a  highly  interesting  pass,  both  from 
the  geological  phenomenon  of  its  Berg- 
fall,  or  mountain  slip,  and  for  the  ex- 
treme picturesqueness  of  its  scenery  : 
**  Neither  is  it  difficult  nor  dangerous 
for  any  one  who  goes  with  his  e^es 
open.  The  part  which  runs  high 
aboye  the  Liseme  skirts  fearful  pre- 
cipices, and  in  parts  would  not  be  very 
secure  to  ride,  though  I  met  20  or  30 
mules  laden  with  hay,  a  bulky  load, 
passing  it,  but  it  is  perfectly  safe  for 
foot  passengers." — F.  M,  There  is  no 
inn  (worthy  the  name)  by  the  way. 
The  path  ascends  the  vfuley  of  the 
Ayen9on,  running  in  a  direction  nearly 
due  £.  horn.  Bex,  passing  Bexvieux 
to  the  chalets  of  Charnemey  (2  hrs.), 
and  the  chalets  of  Anzeinde  (2  hrs.), 
through  some  of  the  most  pleasing 
pastoral  scenery  in  Switzerland.  Here 
the  path  begins  rapidly  to  ascend  in  a 
tortuous  course  (4!|  hrs.)  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Col  de  Cheville.  The  val- 
ley into  which  it  descends  on  the  E. 
side  of  the  pass  is  nearly  occupied  by 
the  wreck  of  the  fall  of  the  Mont  Dia- 
blerets, a  name  given  to  the  spot  by 
the  peasantry,  it  is  said,  because  they 
regard  it  as  the  vestibule  of  heU.  This 
mountain  is  composed  of  limestone 
strata,  much  deranged  and  steeply  in- 
clined. The  lower  beds,  being  soft 
and  shaly,  are  disintesprated  by  the 
infiltration  of  water  from  the  vast 
glaciers  on  the  N.E.  ;  and,  after  the 
supports  and  foundation  are  thus  re- 
moved, large  masses  are  detached  from 
the  mountain  into  the  valley  below, 
forming  eboulemens  of  the  most  tre- 
mendous kind.  During  the  last  cen- 
tury two  catastrophes  of  this  kind 
occurred,  in  1714  and  1749.  By  the 
former,  15  human  beings,  100  head  of 
cattle,  and.  55  chalets  were  buried 
alive.  Subterranean  noises,  produced 
by  the  commotion  in  the  mountain, 

gave  warning  for  several  days  before- 
and,  so  that  most  of  the  peasants 
and  their  cattle  removed  out  of  the 
way.  Among  those  who  did  not 
profit  by  this  was  a  man  belonging  to 
the  village  of  Avers  in  the  Yallais. 
His  friends  gave  him  up  for  lost,  his 
wife  was  looked  upon  as  a  widow. 


and  his  children  as  orphans.  Three 
months  afterwards,  on  Christmas-eve, 
he  suddenly  made  his  appearance  in 
the  village,  pale,  haggard,  with 
scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  him,  having 
all  the  appearance  of  a  spectre.  The 
door  of  his  own  house  was  shut  in  his 
face,  and  the  people  in  the  village 
repaired  in  the  greatest  terror  to  the 
minister,  begging  him  to  la^  the 
ghost.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  he  at  length  convinced  them  that 
it  was  himself.  He  had  been  over- 
whelmed in  a  chalet  on  the  mountains, 
but  escaped  being  crushed  to  death  by 
two  masses  of  rock  forming  an  angle 
over  it.  He  had  managed  to  support 
life  upon  a  store  of  cheese  laid  up  for 
the  winter,  and  with  water  from  a 
brook  which  found  its  way  through 
the  fetUen  rocks.  After  many  weeks 
passed  in  the  dark,  and  many  vain 
efibrts  to  extricate  himself,  he  at 
length,  by  creeping  and  scratching 
among  the  rocks,  formed  a  passage 
through  which  a  gleam  of  daylight 
appeared,  and  through  it  succeeded  at 
length  in  working  his  way  out. 

At  the  moment  of  the  fall,  the  sur- 
rounding district  shook  as  with  an 
earthquake,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust  rose 
high  into  the  air  from  the  friction  of 
it,  masses  of  rock  were  hurled  a  dis- 
tance of  6  miles,  and  the  current  of 
air  produced  by  it  threw  down  trees 
which  were  not  touched  by  the  ava- 
lanche itself.  The  inhabitants  of 
one  of  the  neighbouring  villages  de- 
rive this  singular  advantage  from 
the  fall  of  the  peak  of  the  mountain, 
that  they  enjoy  summer  at  a  certain 
season  of  the  year  several  minutes 
earlier  than  they  did  before  the  event 
occurred.  The  fall  of  1749  arrested 
the  course  of  the  Liseme,  forming  two 
small  lakes,  called  Derborenze,  which 
still  exist.  Along  the  W.  side  of 
these  the  path  runs,  crossing,  for  the 
space  of  two  leagues,  heaps  of  rubbish 
and  fallen  rocks.  The  scene  is  one  of 
the  utmost  desolation;  overhead 
towers  the  ridge  of  the  Diablerets, 
9862  ft.  above  the  sea-level.  Three 
of  its  five  peaks  have  already  feUen, 
and  the  two  which  remain  threaten, 
sooner  or  later,  to  foUow.    The  moon- 
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ROUTE  59. — ^PASS  OF  THE  SIMPLON.      MARTIGNY. 


Sect.!. 


tain  is  again  rentwitli  fissures,  and 
scarcely  an  hour  passes  in  which  a 
slight  noise  is  not  heard  or  a  fragment 
of  stone  does  not  fall.  The  accumu- 
lated debris  of  the  mountain  is  said  to 
cover  a  space  of  8  miles.  At  one 
point,  on  reaching  the  borders  of  the 
jLlseme,  a  narrow  and  dan^rous  path 
has  been  formed  across  the  talus,  at 
the  edge  of  a  precipice  overhanging 
the  stream :  it  is  called  Le  Saui  du  Chien. 
"  The  beech  woods  in  the  valley  of  the 
liiseme  through  which  the  path  runs 
for  some  distance  are  unusually  fine, 
and  the  whole  valley  most  picturesque, 
and  peculiar  in  character,  owine  in 
part  to  the  enormous  depth  at  which 
the  stream  runs  below,  and  the  ex- 
treme steepness  of  the  mountains  on 
either  side.  No  road,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  except  the  Gemmi,  skirts 
such  precipices.  I  took, — ^walking 
leisurely  from  Sion  to  the  chalet  of 

Ch^ville 6  hrs.    0  m. 

Chalet  to  top  of  the  pass  0  48 

Top— to  Bex  ....    3  30 


10 


18" 


Total    . 
— ^.  T.  M. 

Thenceforth  the  path  follows  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Liseme  as  far  as  the 
chapel  of  St  Bernard,  where  it  bears 
away  to  the  E.,  descending  upon  St. 
Severin  and  Haut  Couthey,  and  thence 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  and 
the  high  road  of  the  Simplon,  within 
2i  miles  of 

6|  Sion  (Route  69). 


ROUTE  59. 

THE  PASSAQE  OF  THE  SIMPLON;  MAR- 
TIGNY TO  MILAN,  BY  SION,  BRIEG, 
AND  DOMO  D'OSSOLA. 

59  leagues=177  English  miles. 

Passports  ought  to  b«  coimtersigned 
by  the  Sardinian  minister  either  at 
I^usanne  or  Geneva  in  order  to  cross 
the  Simplon. 

This  grand  and  finely  engineered 
road  was  almost  destroyed  by  two 
successive  storms  in  1834  and  1839, 
and  though  the  damage  has  been  re- 
paired, and  it  has  been  greatly  im- 


proved within  canton  Yallais,  it  is 
still  neglected  in  the  state  of  Sardiina 
— in  places  quite  broken  up,  and  so 
encumbered  with  rocks  that  only  one 
carriage  can  pass,  and  that  with  diffi- 
culty. For  some  distance  vehicles 
have  no  other  course  than  to  be 
dragged  through  the  very  bed  of  the 
torrent  Doveria.— 1 851 .  it  is  tolerably 
well  supplied  with  post-horses,  but 
travellers  who  require  more  than  two 
to  their  carria^,  must  bespeak  them 
by  avant-couner,  if  they  wish  to  avoid 
delays.  With  post-horses  the  journey 
may  barely  be  accomplished  in  3,  or 
easily  in  3^  days,  restmg  1st  night  at 
Brieg,  2nd  at  Baveno,  3rd  at  Milan; 
or,  1st  at  Turtman,  2nd  at  Domo 
d'Ossola,  3rd  at  Arona. 

DUigences  daily  to  Milan,  making 
numerous  halts,  and  performing  the 
distance  in  56  hours,  stoppiijig  for  the 
night  at  Brieg,  or  in  2  days  and 
nights  from  Lausanne  to  Milan,  and 
viceverad.  From  Geneva  to  Lausanne 
a  branch  diligence  runs  to  meet  the 
one  from  Berne  to  the  Simplon. 

The  picturesque  round  tower  of  the 
Castle  of  La  Bdtie,  rising  on  a  rock, 
with  a  village  at  its  foot,  is  seen  some 
time  before  the  town  of  Martigny  is 
reached.  It  was  taken  and  burned  by 
George  Superax  in  1518. 

Martigny  (German  Martinach). — 
Inns:  Cvgne  ;  La  Tour— both  very 
good  and  moderate;  table  d'hote,  3fr., 
wine  included. — Post,  comfortable  and 
reasonable. 

Martign^r  (Octodurus  of  the  Ro- 
mans) consists  of  two  parts — the  one 
situated  on  the  Simplon  road,  the 
other,  Bourg  de  Martigny,  more  than 
a  mile  distant  up  the  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  Its  position  on  the  high 
road  of  the  Simplon,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  char-road  from  the  St 
Bernard,  and  the  mule-path  from 
Chamouni,  renders  it  the  constant 
resort  of  travellers.  The  scenery 
around  is  grand  :  a  flat,  open  valley 
bordered  by  mountains  of  great  bold- 
ness, among  which  the  Dent  de  Mer- 
cies rises  more  than  1^  m.  ^2650  yds.) 
above  the  town.  The  rums  of  the 
Castle  of  La  Bdtie  (see  n.  163)  are  a 
pleasing  feature  in  all  the  views.    It 
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is  a  small  town  of  no  prepossessing 
appearance,  1480  Fr.  ft.  above  the  sea, 
placed  near  the  spot  where  the  Rhone 
receives  the  Dranse,  a  torrent  bj 
which  Martieny  itself  and  the  village 
of  Bourg  de  Marti^y  have  been  twice 
nearly  destroyed,  in  1545  and  in  1818. 
Marks  of  the  last  inundation  (de- 
scribed in  Route  109)  are  stOl  visible 
on  the  walls  of  many  of  the  houses  ; 
and  the  massive  construction  of  the 
lower  walls  of  the  post-house  is  de- 
signed to  protect  it  from  the  effects  of 
similar  catastrophes.  Malaria  is  pre- 
valent, especiaUy  in  calm  weather  ; 
ffood  drmking-water  can  be  had  only 
from  a  distance,  and  the  gnats  bite 
as  bad  as  mosquitoes.  The  monks  of 
St.  Bernard  have  their  head  quarters 
in  a  convent  within  the  town,  from 
which  the  members  stationed  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  are  relieved  at 
intervals.  The  monastery  of  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  is  a  journey  of 
10  hours  from  hence.  (See  Route 
108.) 

The  valley  of  Chamouni  may  be 
reached  in  7  or  8  hours  by  the  Passes 
of  the  T^te  Noire  (Route  116),  or  Col 
de  Balme  (Route  117).  The  Forclaz 
and  the  beautiful  view  from  it  is  an 
easy  walk. 

The  toaterfall  of  Hhe  Sattenche  is  4 
miles  from  Martigny,  lower  down  the 
valley.    (See  p.  163.) 

At  Martiniy  the  Rhone  makes  an 
abrupt  bend,  forming  nearly  aright 
angle.  For  many  miles  above  the 
town,  the  bottom  of  the  valley  through 
which  it  flows  is  a  flat  swamp,  ren- 
dered desolate  and  unwholesome  by 
the  overflowings  of  the  Rhone  and  its 
tributaries,  which,  not  being  carried 
off  by  a  sufficient  declivity  in  their 
beds,  stagnate,  and  exhale  a  most  in- 
jurious malaria  under  the  rays  of  a 
burning  sun.  From  this  cause,  and 
the  absence  of  pure  drinking-water, 
the  valley  is  a  hot-bed  of  disease;  its 
inhabitants  are  dreadfi^lly  afflicted 
vrith  goitre  (§  19),  cretinism,  and 
a^e;  and  the  appearance  of  decre- 
pitude, deformity,  and  misery  arrests 
the  traveller's  attention  at  every  step. 
A  tolerable  wine,  called  Coquempin, 
is  grown  upon  the  hiBs;  the  low  nats 


produce  little  except  rushes,  rank 
grass,  and  alders.  The  mountains 
which  here  bound  the  valley  have  a 
bare  and  desolate  aspect 

2}  Riddes.  After  crossing  the 
Rhone  the  road  passes  the  footpath 
leading  to  the  Diablerets  (Route  58), 
and  soon  after  the  twin  castles  of  Sion 
appear  in  sight 

3  8kn  (Germ.  Sitten). — Inns :  Lion 
d'Or,  tolerably  comfortable;  obliging 
landlady,  C.  H. — The  inn  at  Sierre  is 
better.     This  town,  anciently  the  ca- 

Eital  of  the  Seduni,  is  the  see  of  a 
ishop,  whose  predecessors  were  at 
one  time  among  the  most  powerful 
and  wealthy  seigneurs  in  Switzerland, 
and  who  still  convoke  and  preside 
over  the  General  Assemblies  of  this 
democratic  canton.  It  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  Yallais,  and  has  2593 
Inhab.  It  has  no  less  than  three  ex- 
tensive castles,  which  nve  the  town  a 
picturesque  and  feudal  aspect  from  a 
distance.  Towbilkn,  the  castle  seen 
on  the  L  in  advancing  from  Martigny, 
built  1492,  and  long  the  bishop's  resi- 
dence, is  now  a  complete  ruin.  That 
on  the  L  or  S.  peak,  called  Valeria, 
contains  a  very  ancient  church,  and 
serves  now  as  a  Catholic  seminary. 
Beneath  there  is  a  third  castle,  called 
Majoria,  from  the  majors,  or  ancient 
governors  of  the  Yallais,  its  first  occu- 
pants; it  was  burnt  in  1788  by  a  con- 
flagration which  destroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  town.  The  Jesuits  nQ,y^  a 
concent  in  the  town;  they  have  formed 
a  collection  of  the  natural  history  of 
the  Yallais. 

The  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  the 
Soeurs  de  la  Charite,  contains  many 
victims  of  goitre  and  cretinism,  the 
prevailing  maladies  of  the  district 

Omnibus  daily  to  Leuk  Baths. 

There  is  a  mule-path  from  this  over 
the  mountains  to  Bex,  passing  the 
Diablerets  (Route  58). 

[S.  of  Sion  the  little  visited  and 
little  known  Yal  d'Errin  stretches  far 
into  the  main-chain  of  the  Alps.  It 
divides  into  2  branches — that  of  H^- 
r^menoe  leading  to  the  glacier  of  Le- 
naret;  and  that  of  Evolena  (from  the 
village  Evolena — 8  hours  from  Sion), 
whicn  ends  in  the  great  glaciers  of 
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Ferpecle  and  Arolla,  and  in  the  diffi- 
cult passes  of  the  Col  de  Collon,  and 
Col  a'Errin  leading  to  Zermatt.  From 
these  passes  the  views  of  the  Monte 
Eosa  and  Cerrin  are  most  magni- 
ficent— ^but  the  difficulties  are  great. 
No  accommodation  is  to  be  had  at 
Eyolena.  Fralong  was  the  guide  of 
Professor  Forbes — to  whom  we  owe 
the  best  and  first  account  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  Alps:  but  see  Koute  61.] 

Above  Sion,  German  is  the  prevail- 
ing language  of  the  Vallais. 

3J  Sierre  (Germ.  Siders).  —  Inn : 
Soleil  (Post)  :  a  good  countiy  inn, 
without  pretensions,  but  affi^rmn^  an 
excellent  bed  and  supper:  the  best 
between  Martigny  and  Brieg. 

Mules  may  oe  hired  here  for  the 
ascent  of  the  remarkable  Pass  of  the 
Genmii  (Route  38).  A  steep  but  ro- 
mantic path,  leading  to  it  by  the  Baths 
of  Louche  (4  hrs.),  turns  out  of  the 
post-road  a  little  way  beyond  the 
town,  before  reaching  the  bridge. 

[Opposite  Sierre  another  valley 
stretches  S.  into  the  main-chain  of 
Alps,  the  Val  d'Anniviers  or  Einfisch 
ThaL  Its  entrance  from  the  Vallais 
is  so  small  that  its  very  existence  is 
said  to  have  remained  unknown  until 
the  12th  century,  when  the  Bishop  of 
Sion  discovered  it,  and  converted  its 
inhabitants  from  heathenism!] 

The  post-road,  after  crossing  the 
Bhone,  and  winding  for  some  dis- 
tance among  irregular  hillocks,  passes, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Dala,  the 
picturesque  village  of  Louche,  or  Leuk. 
The  Baths  are  situated  about  9  m. 
above  the  village.  Travellers  in  car- 
riages turn  aside  here  to  visit  them, 
and  ascend  the  Gemmi.  (Route  38.) 
A  carriage-road  is  completed  from  the 
Simplon  road  to  Leuk  baths. 

Pfing  (jad  fines)  is  on  the  boundary 
between  the  German  language,  which 
prevails  above  this,  as  far  as  me  source 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  French,  which 
is  spoken  below  this.  The  JPfinger 
Wald,  behind  Sierre,  is  a  strong  mili- 
tary position,  stoutly  defended  against 
the  French  ^n  1798. 

3  Tourtemagne  (Germ.  Turtman.) 
— Inns:    Soleil,  good;    Poste.     The 


Turris  Magna,  from  which  the  place 
is  named,  is  now  used  as  a  chapel. 
10  minutes*  walk  behind  the  inn  is  a 
Cascade  of  some  repute.  The  volume 
of  water  is  considerable,  and  its  height 
by  actual  measurement  (W.  P.  C.  E.) 
is  150  ft.  Though  on  the  whole  in- 
ferior to  the  f^  of  the  SaUenche 
near  Martigny,  it  is  still  worthy  of 
a  visit  by  those  who  are  amateurs 
of  water  falls:  the  scene  is  interest- 
ing on  account  of  its  entire  seclu- 
sion. The  neighbourhood  is  over- 
spread with  marshes  and  stagnant 
pools. 

3|  Visp  or  Vispach  (Viege) — once 
the  seat  of  numerous  noble  families, 
who  had  stately  houses,  and  a  church 
of  their  own — is  a  miserable  village 
{Inns :  Soleil,  best,  good  and  dieap — 
F. ;  Weisses  Pferd),  but  finely  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  Visp  with  the 
Rhone.  The  Visp-Thal  divides  at 
some  distance  above  Visp  into  two 
branches:  the  L  leads  to  the  foot  of 
Monte  Rosa  by  the  Pass  of  the  MbrOf 
one  of  the  finest  in  Switzerland  (Rte. 
105);  that  on  the  rt.  ascends  the  vale 
of  St.  Nicholas  to  the  Mont  Cervm 
(Rte.  106). 

The  Gamsen  and  other  torrents 
which  fall  into  the  upper  end  of  the 
Vallais  are  very  dangerous  neigh- 
bours to  the  villages  and  cottages  on 
their  banks.  The  bed  of  the  torrent 
Visp  is  13  ft.  above  a  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  Saltine  is  nearly  11  ft. 
higher  than  Brieg.  The  miserable  and 
poverty-stricken  inhabitants  are  in 
consequence  obliged  to  construct  very 
considerable  dykes  to  restrain  them^ 
but  even  these  defences  are  liable  to 
destruction  every  2  or  3  years. 

The  desolation  which  the  torrents 
spread  over  the  fields,  by  their  debris, 
will  attract  the  remark  of  every  tra- 
veller; and  the  evil  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, as  the  beds  of  the  torrents 
rise  as  fast  as  the  dykes  are  raised  to 
restrain  them,  till  they  flow  along  the 
top  of  a  colossal  aqueduct  or  wall  of 
loose  rocks,  which  the  road  ascends 
and  descends  like  a  hilL 

The  ascent  of  the  Simplon  properly 
begins  at  Glys,  a  villa^^e  distinguished 
by  its  large  church;  out  as  the  post- 
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house  and  inn  are  both  situated  .at 
Brieg,  a  detour  of  about  2  m.  is  made 
to  pass  through  it. 

Ij  Brieg — Inns:  Poste;  improTed, 
clean  and  comfortable ;  civil  landlord; 
— H.  d'Angleterre.  Brieg  is  the  usual 
halting-place  of  travellers  before  or 
after  crossing  the  Simplon.  It  is  a 
small  town  of  751  Inhab.,  situated 
on  a  sunny  slope  by  the  side  of  the 
Saltine,  and  overlooking  the  course  of 
the  Khone,  which  here  makes  a  sharp 
bend.  The  most  conspicuous  buildings 
are,  the  chateau  of  Baron  Stockalper, 
whose  4  turrets  are  crowned  with  tin 
cupolas,  and  the  Jesuits'  College.  The 
number  of  brothers  at  present  (1837) 
does  not  exceed  10,  and  their  pupils 
amount  to  only  30.  There  is  also  an 
UrSuline  Convent, 

[The  upper  valley  of  the  Khone 
above  Brieg^  and  the  route  to  the 
Grimsel  and  Gries,  are  described  in 
Koutes  28  and  29.  An  interesting 
excursion  up  it  might  be  made  as  far 
as  Viesch,  where  the  scenery  is  very 
beautiful.] 

At  Brieg  the  Simplon  road  quits 
the  vale  of  the  Khone,  beginning  to 
ascend  immediately  from  the  post- 
house.  The  distance  from  Brieg  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  is  14  leagues  =  about 
46  or  49  Eng.  m.;  and  the  journey 
usually  occupies  10  hours — 7  to  reach 
Simplon,  and  3-J  thence  to  Domo 
d'Ossola.  The  diligence  takes  12.  On 
foot  it  will  require  full  12  hours' 
steady  walking  from  Brieg  to  Domo 
d'Ossola. 

The  construction  of  a  route  over 
the  Simplon  was  decided  upon  by  Na- 
poleon immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Marengo,  while  the  recollection  of  his 
own  difficult  passage  of  the  Alps  by 
the  Great  St.  Bernard  (at  that  time 
one  of  the  easiest  Alpine  passes)  was 
fresh  in  his  memory.  The  plans  and 
surveys  by  which  tne  direction  of  the 
road  was  determined  were  made  by 
M.  Ceard,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
works  was  executed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  that  able  engineer.  It 
was  commenced  on  the  ItaUan  side  in 
1800,  and  on  the  Swiss  in  1801.  It 
took  6  years  to  complete,  though  it 
was  barely  passable  in  1805,  and  more 
[Switz!] 


than  30,000  men  were  employed  on  it 
at  one  time.  To  give  a  notion  of  the 
colossal  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
bridges,  great  and  small,  constructed 
for  the  passage  of  the  road  between 
Brieg  and  Sesto,  amounts  to  611,  in 
addition  to  the  far  more  vast  and 
costly  constructions,  such  as  terraces 
of  massive  masonry  miles  in  length; 
of  10  galleries,  either  cut  out  of  the 
living  rock  or  built  of  solid  stone; 
and  of  20  houses  of  refuge  to  shelter 
travellers,  and  lodge  the  labourers 
constantly  employed  in  taking  care  of 
the  road.  Its  breadth  is  throughout 
at  least  25  ft.,  in  some  places  30  ft., 
and  the  slope  nowhere  exceeds  6  in. 
in  6i  ft. 

To  use  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  "the  Simplon  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  useful  works,  because  our  canals 
and  docks  surpass  it  in  utility,  science, 
and  magnitude,  but  they  have  no 
grandeur  to  the  eye.  Its  peculiar 
character  is,  to  be  the  greatest  of  all 
those  monuments  that  at  ODce  dazzle 
the  imagination  by  their  splendour, 
and  are  subservient  to  general  conve- 
nience." It  may  be  observed  in  ad- 
dition that  (except  the  Cenis)  the 
Simplon  was  the  first  of  the  great 
carriage-roads  opened  across  the  W. 
Alps;  and  though  others,  since  con- 
structed, surpass  it  in  some  respects, 
especially  in  the  elevation  attained 
(e,g,  the  Stelvio),  yet  this  has  the 
merit  of  originality,  and  the  others 
are  mere  copies. 

The  cost  of  this  road  averaged  about 
5000^.  a  mile.  In  England  the  average 
cost  of  turnpike-roads  is  1000?.  per 
mile.  The  object  of  Napoleon  in  its 
formation  is  well  marked  by  the  ques- 
tion which,  on  two  different  occasions, 
he  first  asked  of  the  engineer  sent  to 
him  to  report  progress — "Le  canon 
quand  pourra-t-il  passer  au  Simplon  ?" 

The  postmasters  on  both  sides  of 
the  mountain  have  the  right  to  attach 
one  extra  horse  to  light  carriages  and 
2  (costing  1 5  frs.  from  Brieg  to  the 
summit)  to  heavy  ones  in  ascending 
the  mountain:  indeed,  as  many  as 
I 
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8  are  sometimes  required  to  drag  up  a 
heavy  landau.  Berisol,  the  first  post- 
house  above  Brieg,  is  sometimes  with- 
out horses,  in  which  case  those  from 
Brieg  are  taken  on  for  two  stages. 
By  allowing  the  old  horse-path  the 
pedestrian  may  abridge  the  distance 
to  the  summit  by  several  miles;  but  it 
is  rough,  and  in  cloudy  weather  diffi- 
cult to  find  without  a  guide,  yet  its 
scenery  is  finer  than  the  carriage-road. 
The  ascent  of  the  Simplon  begins 
at  once  from  the  post-house  in  Brieg. 
About  i  a  mile  above  the  town  the 
road  passes,  on  the  rt.,  the  lofty 
covered  bridge  over  the  Saltine,  now 
little  used,  since  most  vehicles  make 
the  detour  by  Brieg  instead  of  going 
direct  to  or  from  Glys,  whither  this 
bridge  conducts.  The  road  then 
makes  a  wide  sweep,  turning  away 
from  the  Glytzhorn,  the  mountain 
which  bounds  the  valley  on  the  rt., 
towards  the  Breithorn,  on  the  opposite 
side,  approaching  a  little  hill  dotted 
with  white  chapels  and  crowned  by 
a  calvary.  It  then  again  approaches 
the  gorge  of  the  Saltine,  skirting  the 
verge  of  a  precipice,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  the  torrent  is  seen  at  a  vast 
depth,  forcing  its  way  among  black 
and  bristling  slate  rocks,  which  seem 
still  shattered  by  the  convulsion  which 
first  gave  a  passage  to  its  waters.  It 
is  a  scene  of  grandeur,  almost  of  ter- 
ror. At  the  upper  end  of  the  ravine, 
high  above  his  head,  the  traveller 
may  discern  the  glaciers  under  which 
the  road  is  carried,  but  which  he  will 
require  at  least  3  good  hours  to  reach, 
on  account  of  the  sinuosities  of  the 
route.  Looking  back,  he  will  per- 
ceive the  valley  of  the  Hhone,  as  far 
as  Tourtemagne,  spread  out  as  a  map 
at  his  feet;  Brieg  and  Naters  remain 
lon^  in  sight.  It  is  a  constant  pull 
against  the  collar  from  Brieg  to  the 
second  refuge.  Here  the  road,  car- 
ried for  some  distance  nearly  on  a 
level,  is  compelled  to  bend  round  the 
valley  of  the  Ganther  until  it  can 
cross  the  torrent  which  traverses  it 
by  another  lofty  bridge,  called  Pont 
du  Ganther.  The  upper  end  of  this 
wild  ravine  is  subject  to  avalanches 
almost  every  winter,  the  snow  of  which 


nearly  fills  it  up,  and  reaches  some- 
times to  the  crown  of  the  arch.  This 
bridge  is  left  uncovered,  from  the  fear 
justly  entertained  by  the  engineers 
that  the  terrific  gusts  or  currents  of 
air  which  accompany  the  fall  of  an 
avalanche  might  blow  the  arch  en- 
tirely away,  were  much  resistance  of 
flat  timber-work  presented  to  it.  The 
road  originally  traversed  a  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock  near  this,  but  it  has  been 
removed.  After  crossing  the  bridge 
the  road  turns  down  the  opposite  side, 
and  then  ascends  by  a  zigzag  to  the 
third  refuge,  called 

3  Beresal,  or  Persal,  a  homely  ta- 
vern, consisting  of  2  buildings  con- 
nected by  a  roof  across  the  road, 
where  16  post-horses  are  kept,  afford- 
ing plain  fare  and  6  or  8  beds.  It  may 
be  reached  in  2^  hours  from  Brieg. 

The  first  gallery  which  the  road 
traverses  is  that  of  Schalbet,  95  ft. 
long— 3920  ft.  above  Glys.  Near  this 
and  hence  to  the  summit,  should  the 
sky  be  clear,  the  traveller's  attention 
will  be  riveted  by  the  glorious  view 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  bound  the 
Vallais  and  form  the  rt.-hand  wall  of 
the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The  glitter- 
ing white  peaks  of  the  Breithorn, 
Aletsch-horner,  and  Viescher-horner, 
are  magnificent  objects  in  this  scene, 
while  below  them  two  strips  are  visible 
of  the  glaciers  of  Aletsch,  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  the  Alps. 

Fifth  Refuge,  called  Schalbet. 
"Here  a  picture  of  desolation  sur- 
rounds the  traveller.  The  pine  has 
no  longer  the  scanty  pittance  of  soil 
which  it  requires  for  nourishment; 
the  hardy  but  beautiful  Alpine  flower 
ceases  to  embellish  the  sterile  solitude; 
and  the  eye  wanders  over  snow  and 
glacier,  fractSred  rock  and  roaring 
cataract,  relieved  only  by  that  stupen- 
dous monument  of  human  labour,  the 
road  itself,  winding  along  the  edges  of 
precipices,  penetrating  the  primeval 
granite,  striding  over  the  furious  tor- 
rent, and  burrowing  through  dark  and 
dripping  grottoes  beneath  accumulated 
masses  of  ice  and  snow\" — Johnson. 

The  portion  of  the  road  between 
the  fifth  refuge  and  the  summit  is  the 
most  dangerous  of  all,  at  the  season 
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when  avalanches  fall  and  tourmentes 
arise,  on  which  account  it  is  provided 
with  6  places  of  shelter  viz.  3  gal- 
leries, 2  refuges,  and  a  hospice,  within 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  14  mile. 
The  head  of  the  gorge  of  Schalbet, 
a  wild  recess  in  the  flanks  of  the 
Monte  Leone,  is  filled  up  with  glaciers, 
beneath  which,  along  the  edge  of  a 
yawning  abyss,  the  road  is  necessarily 
conducted.  These  fields  of  everlasting 
ice,  forming  the  Kaltwasser  glacier, 
in  the  heat  of  summer  feed  5  or  6 
furious  torrents,  the  sources  of  the 
Saltine,  and  in  winter  discharge  fre- 
quent avalanches  into  the  gulf  below. 
To  protect  this  portion  of  the  road  3 
galleries,  called,  from  their  vicinity  to 
3ie  glaciers.  Glacier  Galleries,  partly 
excavated,  partly  built  of  masonry 
strongly  archea,  have  been  con- 
structed. By  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance of  the  engineer,  they  serve  in 
places  as  bridges  and  aqueducts  at 
the  same  time,  the  torrents  being  con- 
ducted over  and  beneath  them  ;  and 
the  traveller  is  surprised  to  find  his 
carriage  suddenly  driven  in  perfect 
safety  underneath  a  considerable 
waterfall.  These  galleries  have  been 
recently  extended  far  beyond  their 
original  length,  for  greater  security. 
In  the  spring  the  avalanches  slide 
over  their  roofs. 

The  Sixth  Refuge  is  also  a  barrier, 
at  which  a  toll  is  paid  for  each  horse, 
to  defray  the  cost  of  keeping  the  road 
in  repair.  The  toll  charged  varies 
from  2  fr.  to  6  fr.  per  horse,  upon 
what  principle  is  not  known ;  the 
traveller  should  make  inquiries  at  the 
foot  of  the  pass  respecting  the  proper 
amount,  in  order  that  he  may  not  be 
defrauded.  A  simple  cross  of  wood,  a 
few  yards  farther,  marks  the  highest 
summit  or  culminating  point  of  the 
road,  6578  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  About  ^  a  mile  beyond  it  stands 
the  Neto  Hospice,  founded  by  Napo- 
leon for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
but  left  unfinished^  for  want  of  funds, 
until  1840.  Externally  it  is  a  plain, 
solid  edifice,  containing  several  very 
neat  bed-rooms  for  masters,  a  draw- 
ing-room provided  with  a  piano,  a  re- 
fectory, a  chapel,  and  about  30  beds  for 


travellers  of  the  common  sort.  N.  B. 
There  is  neither  corn,  nor  hay,  nor 
stabling  for  horses.  It  is  much  more 
comfortable  than  the  hospice  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  and  is  even  warmed 
with  a  heating  apparatus.  It  is  occu- 
pied by  3  or  4  brothers  of  the  Augus- 
tine order,  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity as  those  on  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard. The  prior  is  the  amiable  father 
Barras,  whose  civility  must  be  remem- 
bered by  all  who  have  visited  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  within  the  25  years 
during  which  he  has  resided  there. 
Several  of  the  celebrated  dogs  of  St. 
Bernard  are  kept  here,  but  they  are 
rarely  employed  in  active  service. 
The  monks  are  very  happy  to  show 
the  mansion  to  travellers,  and  to  re- 
ceive, lodge,  and  entertain  them,  espe- 
cially in  stormy  weather  and  during 
winter.  Those  who  can  afford  it  will 
always  leave  behind  them  remunera- 
tion at  least  equivalent  to  that  which 
is  paid  at  an  inn.  The  establishment 
is  similar  to  that  on  the  Great  St. 
Bernard,  except  that  it  is  more  limited 
in  extent  and  funds.   (See  Route  108.) 

A  large  open  valley  of  considerable 
extent,  bounded  by  snow-clad  heights, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  drained 
lake,  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
Simplon.  It  is  devoid  of  picturesque 
interest;  all  around  is  barrenness, 
though  rhododendrons  and  coarse 
herbage  grow.  Below  the  road,  on 
the  rt.,  stands  a  tall  Tower,  the  ori- 
ginal Hospice  before  the  new  one  was 
built.  A  gradual  but  continued  de- 
scent leads  past  the  Seventh  Refuge 
(ruined),  in  about  3  miles,  to  the  vil- 
lage of 

5  Simplon  (Ital.  Sempione).  Inn  : 
Poste  ;  fallen  off  and  high  charges 
1850-51.  Beware  of  attempts  to  de- 
tain travellers  on  pretence  that  horses 
are  wanting.  There  is  a  better  Inn  at 
Isella,  if  it  be  too  late  to  go  on  to  Domo 
d'Ossola,  a  drive  of  3^  hours  at  the 
least.  The  traveller  should  here  sup- 
ply himself  with  a  wooden  sabot  to 
save  the  iron  drag  of  his  carriage,  as  the 
descent  now  becomes  rapid,  in  spite  of 
the  wide  circuit  which  the  road  makes 
in  order  to  diminish  the  steepness. 

By  a  well-constructed   bend,    the 
I  2 
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traveller  reaches  the  Gallerie  d*Algahy, 
the  first  excavation  on  the  Italian  side, 
about  9  leagues  from  Brieg  and  5 
from  Domo  aOssola,  on  the  banks  of 
the  torrent  Doveria.  The  road  dives 
into  this  gallery,  and  then,  by  a  more 
gradual  slope,  enters  the  Gorge  of 
Gondo,  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
savage  in  the  Alps,  which  narrows 
and  deepens  at  every  step,  until  its 
precipices  in  some  places  actually 
overhang  the  road,  which  is  squeezed 
in  between  them  on  one  side  and  the 
fretting  torrent  on  the  other.  It  is 
bounded  by  slate  rocks,  whose  smooth 
vertical  sides  deny  support  to  any 
vegetation  ;  only  now  and  then  a  tun 
of  grass  lodged  in  a  cleft,  or  a  fringe 
of  fir-trees  growing  above  the  gorge, 
and  visible  at  a  ^eat  height  on  the 
verge  of  the  precipice,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  the  unvaried  surface  of 
black  rock.  The  base  of  these  cliffs 
and  the  bed  of  the  stream  are  in  places 
heaped  up  with  vast  shattered  frag- 
ments, ruins  of  the  mountains  above  ; 
while  loosened  masses  still  hanging  on 
the  slope  seem  to  threaten  the  pas- 
senger below. 

The  Doveria  is  now  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge  called  Ponte  Alto,  an 
approach  to  which  has  been  formed 
by  scarping  the  rock  with  gunpowder, 
^me  way  farther  a  vast  projecting 
buttress  of  rock  juts  out  from  the 
mountain  on  the  1.,  and  seems  to 
block  up  aU  further  passage.  It  in- 
deed formed  a  serious  impediment  to 
the  construction  of  the  road,  over- 
come, however,  by  the  skill  of  the 
engineer,  who  has  bored  it  through, 
with  another  of  those  artificial  ca- 
verns. This  Gallery  of  Gondo  is  the 
longest  cut  through  solid  rock  in  the 
whole  line  of  the  Simplon,  as  it  mea- 
sures 596  feet ;  it  was  also  the  most 
difiicult  and  costly  to  make,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  hardness  of  the 
rock  (granite  ?)  :  for  it  required  the 
incessant  labour  of  more  than  100 
workmen,  in  gangs  of  8,  relieving 
each  other  day  and  night,  to  pierce 
a  passage  in  18  months.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  work  would  have  been 
stiU  more  tedious  had  the  labourers 
confined  themselves  to  the  two  ends  ; 


but  the  engineer  caused  two  lateral 
openings  to  be  made,  by  which  means 
the  rock  was  attacked  in  4  places  at 
once.  The  miners  were  suspended 
by  ropes  to  the  face  of  the  rock  until 
a  lodgment  was  effected,  to  conmience 
these  side  openings,  which  now  serve 
as  windows  to  light  the  interior.  Op- 
posite one  of  them  is  seen  the  inscrip- 
tion "  jEre  Italo,  1805.     Nap, Imp" 

Close  to  the  very  mouth  of  this 
remarkable  gallery  the  roaring  water- 
fall of  the  Frascinnone  leaps  down 
from  the  rocks,  close  to  the  road, 
which  is  carried  over  it  on  a  beauti- 
ful bridge.  Mr.  Brockedon,  an  artist 
of  skill,  as  well  as  a  traveller  of  ex- 
perience, remarks,  in  his  Excursions 
amoDg  the  Alps,  that  the  scenery  of 
this  portion  of  the  Val  Doveria,  in 
coming  from  Switzerland,  bursting 
suddenly  upon  the  traveller  as  he 
issues  n*om  the  gallery,  "  offers  per- 
haps the  finest  assemblage  of  objects 
to  excite  an  emotion  of  the  sublime, 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  Alps."  The 
traveller  should  pause  and  look  back 
ajFfcer  proceeding  about  40  yards.  The 
rocks  rise  on  both  sides  as  straight 
as  walls,  attaining  the  summit  of  wild 
sublimity.  The  little  strip  of  sky 
above,  the  torrent  roaring  in  the  dark 
gulf  below,  the  white  foam  of  the 
waterfall,  the  graceful  arch,  and  the 
black  mouth  of  the  cavern,  form  a 
picture  which  has  been  spread  over 
the  world  by  the  pencils  of  all  our 
first  landscape-painters.  A  number  of 
zigzags  now  conduct  to  a  bridge  which 
was  carried  away  by  an  avalanche 
during  the  dreadful  storm  which 
ruined  a  great  part  of  the  Simplon 
road,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1834.  The 
road  is  stiU  unrepaired  (1851),  and  in 
places  very  narrow  and  in  bad  order. 

Gondo  (Gunz),  the  last  viUa^  in 
the  Vallais,  consists  of  a  few  miser- 
able huts,  grouped  round  a  singular, 
tall  building,  7  stories  high,  erected, 
like  the  tower  at  Simplon,  by  the 
old  Brieg  family  Stockalper,  in  an- 
cient days,  for  the  refuge  of  travel- 
lers. A  toll  is  levied  here.  An 
hour's  walk  by  the  side  of  the 
torrent,  which  falls  in  a  cascade 
down  the  rt-hand  wall  of  the  valley, 
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leads  to  the  gold-mine  of  Ztirioh- 
bergen,  which,  though  it  barely  pro- 
duces a  few  particles  of  the  precious 
metal,  is  still  worked  in  the  hope  of 
gain.  "In  the  winter  of  1842-3  the 
snow  was  drifted  to  such  a  depth  in  the 
gorge  below  Gondo,  that  the  sledges 
on  which  carriages  were  placed  passed 
about  100  ft.  above  the  road."— L.  S. 
The  traveller  enters  Italy  a  short 
while  before  reaching  the  Sardinian 
village  of 

3  Isella  (/»n  good  and  clean,  though 
small,  1851,  but  see  p.  260),  where  the 
custom-house  and  passport  office  are 
situated. 

The  tempests  of  1834  and  1839  fell 
vnth  tremendous  violence  upon  this 
part  of  the  road,  which  they  destroyed 
for  a  space  of  nearly  8  m. ;  that  is  to 
say,  for  this  distance  the  portion 
which  was  carried  off  was  greater  than 
that  which  was  left.  Every  bridge  of 
stone  was  swept  away  ;  in  some  in- 
stances, even  the  materials  of  which 
the  bridge  was  built  disappeared,  and 
the  verv  place  where  it  stood  was 
not  to  be  recognised.  Every  torrent 
falling  into  this  part  of  the  valley 
brought  down  with  it  an  avalanche 
of  stones  ;  the  damage  done  to  the 
road  is  even  now  not  repaired,  but 
the  air  of  desolation  caused  by  it 
will  never  be  effaced.  A  new  line 
of  road  has  been  traced  out  by  the 
Sardinian  government.  The  Gallery 
of  Isella,  a  narrow  arch  of  rock  a 
little  below  the  village,  was  flooded 
by  the  torrent  pouring  through  it,  so 
high  were  the  waters  swoUen.  At  the 
mouth  of  the  ValDovedro,  a  hand- 
some new  bridge  which  supplied  the 
place  of  the  one  demolished  by  the 
torrent  over  which  it  passes,  had  itself 
been  carried  off,  together  with  a  tem- 
porary wooden  one,  in  1850.  In  fact 
nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  state  of 
the  Simplon  road  on  the  Surdinian 
side  of  the  Pass:  for  a  long  distance 
you  go  through  the  bed  of  the  Doveria; 
proper  means  are  not  taken  to  confine 
the  torrent. 

Hereabouts  a  change  comes  over 
the  valley,  from  nakedness  to  the  rich 
green  foliage  of  the  chestnut,  which 
shades  the  road,  and  to  that  of  the 


dark  fir  which  clothes  the  summits  of 
the  hitherto  bare  mountains  above. 
The  last  gallery  is  traversed  a  little 
before  reaching  Crevola,  where  the 
Doveria  is  crossed  for  the  last  time 
by  a  fine  lofty  bridge  of  2  arches, 
nearly  90  ft.  high,  previous  to  its 
flowing  into  the  river  Toce,  Toccia,  or 
Tosa,  which  here  issues  out  of  the  Val 
Formazza,  and  the  Val  Vedro  termi- 
nates in  the  Val  d'Ossola.  The  mule  • 
path  from  the  Gries  and  Grimsel, 
passing  the  falls  of  the  Tosa  (Rte.  29), 
falls  into  the  Simplon  route  at  Crevola. 
It  is  a  carriage-road  as  far  as  Crodo. 

It  is  now  that  the  traveller  reaUy 
finds  himself  in  a  different  region 
and  in  an  altered  climate  :  the  softer 
hues  of  earth  and  sky,  the  balmy  air, 
the  trellised  vines,  the  rich  juicy- 
stalks  of  the  maize,  the  almost  deaj- 
enin^  chirp  of  the  grasshoppers,*  and, 
at  night,  the  equally  loud  croakings 
of  the  frogs — ^the  white  villages,  with 
their  tall,  square  beU-towers,  also 
white,  not  only  scattered  thickly 
along  the  valley,  but  perched  ^  on 
every  little  jutting  platform  on  the 
hiU-sides — all  these  proclaim  the  en- 
trance to  Italy.  Eustace  has  re- 
marked that  "  the  valley  which  now 
opens  out  to  view  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  that  Alpine  solitudes  en- 
close, or  the  foot  of  the  wanderer  ever" 
traversed  ;"  a  remark  which,  though 
true,  will  bear  much  modification  in- 
the  opinion  of  those  who  quit  Italy  bv 
this  route  instead  of  entering  it.  It 
is  only  by  those  who  approach  it  from 
the  north  that  its  charms  can  be  fiilly 
appreciated. 

3  Domo  d'Ossola  {Inns :  H.  d'Es- 
lagne,  good;  H.  de  Ville  or  Ancienne 
'oste,  also  good). — This  is  a  small  and 
unimportant  town,  with  few  points  of 
interest,  save  that  it  is  Italian— in  very 
stone.  Houses  with  colonnades,  streets 
with  awnings,  shops  teeming  with  sau- 
sages, macaroni,  and  garlic,  lazy-look- 
ing, loitering  lazzaroni  in  red  night- 
caps, and  bare,  mahogany-coloured 
legs,  intermixed  with  mules,  burly 
priests,  and  females  veiled  with  the 
mantUla,  fill  up  the  picture  of  an  Italian 
town. 

•  Bathez  the  clatter  of  the  tree-crickeU. 
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There  is  a  curious  Calvary  above  the 
towo,  "  with  the  same  indulgences  as 
for  visitors  to  the  holy  places  in  Pa- 
lestine," a  great  convenience. — J.  0, 

The  ascent  from  this  to  the  Simplon 
occupies  7  hrs.  From  Domo  to  Milan 
takes  up  12  hrs.  posting,  exclusive  of 
stoppages.  The  road  descends  the 
valley  of  the  Tosa  down  to  its  mouth 
in  the  Lago  Mageiore.  Two  bridges 
over  the  Tosa,  below  Domo  d'Ossola, 
and  again  6  m.  below  Vo^ogna  (at 
Magiandone)  have  been  carried  off  by 
the  storms  of  1834  and  1849.  In  1850 
rude  ferry-boats  supplied  their  places. 

2  posts  Vogogna. — {Inn:  AId.  della 
Corona,  small  but  clean.)  The  Tosa, 
in  spite  of  its  rapidity,  is  navigable  a 
short  distance  above  this  place  ;  the 
barges  are  towed  up  by  double  teams 
of  6  or  8  horses  on  each  bank.  [The 
interesting  vaUey  of  Anzasca  (Rte. 
105),  leadmg  up  to  Monte  Rosa,  opens 
out  opposite  Vogogna.  Travellers 
should  not  leave  it  unseen.  The  jour- 
ney to  Macug^a^a  may  be  made  in  one 
long  day,  starting  from  Vogogna  ; 
but  mules  should  be  ordered  over  night 
at  Pie  de  Mulera.] 

Near  Ornavasca  are  the  w^hite  mar- 
ble quarries  which  have  supplied  the 
stone  for  Milan  Cathedral. 

At  GraveUona  a  large  bridge  crosses 
the  Strona,  a  small  stream  which 
drains  the  Lago  d'Orta,  and  a  road, 
running  up  itsl.  bank,  leads,  in  2  hrs. 
(good  to  walk),  to  the  lake  of  Orta, 
(me  of  the  most  picturesque  on  the  Italian 
border,  (See  Rtes.  101,  102.)  At  Fa- 
riolo  the  Lago  Maggiore  bursts  into 
view,  with  the  Isola  Sladre,  the  north- 
ernmost of  the  Borromean  Islands,  in 
the  distance.  A  little  further  are 
quarries  of  a  beautiful  rose  granite, 
which  derives  its  colour  from  me  pre- 
valence of  felspar  in  it.  That  mineral 
is  obtained  here  in  beautifiil  iiesh- 
coloured  crystals. 

3  Baveno — Inn :  La  Posta,  near  the 
lake,  tolerably  good,  charges  mode- 
rate, in  a  lovely  situation. 

Boats  to  the  Borromean  Isles — 2 
rowers,  for  2  hrs.  5  fr.,  and  1  fr.  per 
hour  after  that.  An  hour  begun 
counts  as  a  full  hour. 

Asses   are  kept  for  the  ascent  of 


Monterone,  4  fr.  charge.  On  them 
vou  may  reach  the  summit,  but  it 
lengthens  the  journey  by  some  hours. 

Diligence  to  Milan  in  9  hrs.  —  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  in  14  hrs. 

The  Monte  Monterone,  or  Morgoz- 
zolo,  rising  behind  the  village,  com- 
mands one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  the  Alps,  equal  to,  if  not 
finer  than,  that  from  the  Rigi,  having 
at  its  feet  the  Lago  d'Orta  on  one 
side,  and  Lago  Maggiore  on  the  other. 
It  takes  3-^  hrs.  from  Baveno  to  reach 
the  top,  4350  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 
Its  slopes  are  said  to  be  infested  with 
snakes.  You  may  descend  the  oppo- 
site side  to  Orta  in  2^  hrs.,  and  return 
in  car  or  boat  to  Omegna,  2  hrs.  walk 
from  Baveno.   (See  Rte.  102.) 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake,  as  far  as 
Sesto,  being  the  Sardinian  frontier,  is 
lined  with  custom-house  officers,  who 
search  all  who  land  or  embark  from 
the  states  of  Austria;  or  Switzerland. 
You  may  release  your  baggage  by  a 
fee  of  half  a  franc. 

The  Borromean  Islands  may  be  con- 
veniently visited  from  Baveno  ;  and 
the  traveller  on  his  way  to  Milan  may 
send  round  his  carriage  to  meet  him 
at  the  Count's  Stables  (FEscuderia), 
the  nearest  point,  or  at  Stresa.  A 
boat  from  Baveno,  with  two  rowers,  to 
go  and  return,  costs  5  fr.  if  not  kept 
more  than  2  hrs.;  beyond  that  10  sous 
per  rower  is  charged  for  every  hour. 
The  steam-boat  which  navigates  the 
Lago  Maggiore  passes  near  the  islands 
every  morning,  about  9,  on  its  way  to 
Sesto,  and  again,  on  its  way  back,  at 
3  ;  so  that,  by  setting  off  early  from 
Baveno,  a  traveller  (having  no  car- 
riage) might  see  them,  and  avail  him- 
self of  this  rapid  conveyance  to  reach 
Sesto.  The  steamer  calls  at  Palanza 
for  passengers  every  morning  about 
9 ;  a  boat  juies  thither  from  Baveno. 

It  takes  25  minutes  to  row  from 
Baveno  to  the  Isola  Bella,  passing,  on 
the  way,  the  Isola  del  Pescatori,  so 
called  because  its  inhabitants  are  poor 
fishermen,  whose  rude  semi-plastered 
hovels  contrast  abruptly  with  the 
stately  structures  on  the  neighbouring 
island.  The  Isola  Bella  belongs  to 
the  Count  Borromeo,  who  resides  a 
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part  of  the  year  in  the  vast  palace. 
An  ancestor  of  the  family,  in  1671, 
converted  this  mass  of  bare  and  barren 
slate-rock,  which  lifted  itself  a  few 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  lake,  into 
a  beautiful  garden,  teeming  with  the 
vegetation  of  the  tropics.  It  consists 
of  10  terraces,  the  lowest  founded  on 
piers  thrown  into  the  lake,  rising  in 
a  pyramidal  form  one  above  another, 
and  lined  with  statues,  vases,  obelisks, 
and  black  cypresses.  Upon  these,  as 
upon  the  hanging  gardens  of  Babylon, 
flourish  in  the  open  air,  not  merely 
the  orange,  citron,  myrtle,  and  pome- 
granate, but  aloes,  cactuses,  the  cam- 
phor-tree (of  which  there  is  a  speci- 
men 2Q  ft.  high),  sugar-cane,  and 
coffee-plant — all  inhabtants  of  tropical 
countries — and  this  within  a  day's 
journey  of  the  Lapland  climate  of  the 
Simplon,  and  within  view  of  Alpine 
snows. 

The  proverbial  disagreement  of 
doctors  is  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  discord  of  travellers  on  the  merits 
of  this  island.  To  Simond  the  sight 
of  the  island  at  a  distance  suggests  the 
idea  of  "  a  huge  Perigord  pie,  stuck 
round  with  the  heads  of  woodcocks 
and  partridges;"  Matthews  extols  it 
as  "  the  magic  creation  of  labour  and 
taste  ...  a  fairy-land,  which  might 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  gardens  of 
Calypso;"  Saussure  calls  it  "  un  mag- 
nifique  caprice,  une  pensee  grandiose, 
une  esp^ce  de  creation;"  while ^roc*- 
edon  sternly  pronounces  it  as  "  wor- 
thy only  of  a  rich  man's  misplaced 
extravagance,  and  of  the  taste  of  a 
confectioner."  To  taste  it  may  have 
little  pretension;  but,  for  a  traveller 
fresh  from  the  rigid  clunate  of  the 
north,  this  singular  creation  of  art, 
with  its  aromatic  groves,  its  aloes  and 
cactuses  starting  out  of  the  rocks — 
and,  above  all,  its  glorious  situation, 
bathed  by  the  dark  blue  waters  of  ikte 
lake,  reflecting  the  sparkling  white 
villages  on  its  banks,  and  the  distant 
snows  of  the  Alps — cannot  fail  to 
afford  pleasure,  and  a  visit  to  the  Isola 
Bella  will  certainly  not  be  repented  of. 
Every  handful  of  mould  on  the 
island  was  originally  brought  from  a 
distance,  and  requires  to  be  constantly 


renewed.  It  is  probable  that  its  foun- 
dation of  slate-rock  &vours  the  growth 
of  tender  plants  by  long  retaining  the 
heat  of  a  noon-day  sun;  but  few  per- 
sons are  aware  that,  in  addition  to 
this,  the  terraces  are  boarded  over 
during  winter,  and  the  plants  pro- 
tected from  the  frost  by  stoves  heated 
beneath :  thus  converting  the  terraces 
into  a  sort  of  hothouse.  The  orange 
and  lemon  blossoms  perfume  the  air  to 
some  distance. — L.  S. 

A  laurel  (bay)  of  gigantic  size  is 
pointed  out,  as  well  for  its  remarkable 
growth  as  for  a  scar  on  its  bark, 
where  Napoleon,  it  is  said,  cut  with  a 
knife  the  word  "  battaglia,"  a  short 
while  before  the  battle  of  Marengo. 
Rousseau  once  thought  of  making  the 
Isola  Bella  the  residence  of  his  Julie, 
but  changed  his  mind  on  reflecting 
that  so  artificial  an  abode  would  not 
be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of 
her  character. 

The  Palace,  which,  with  the  gar- 
dens, is  liberally  shown  to  strangers 
at  all  times  by  permission  of  its 
owners,  contains  pictures  by  the  Fro- 
caccinif  the  Charity  of  And.  Sacchi, 
and  some  by  Tempesta,  In  the  Chapel 
are  3  superb  monuments  of  the  Bor- 
romeo  family,  removed  from  a  church 
in  Milan  at  the  time  of  the  Cisalpine 
republic :  one,  of  the  15th  century, 
was  made  to  hold  the  relics  of  St. 
Giustina,  an  ancestress  of  the  family; 
another,  on  the  rt.  of  the  altar,  is  b^ 
Ant.  Busti,  and  is  praised  by  Yasari. 
The  large  unfinished  building  which 
separates  the  two  wings  was  intended 
for  an  octagonal  haU  and  great  stair- 
case, but  has  never  been  covered  in. 
There  is  a  tolerable  Inn  on  the  Isola 
Bella,  lately  repaired. 

The  Isola  Madre,  from  its  greater 
distance  from  the  mountains,  which 
screen  the  sun  earlier  from  the  others, 
enjoys  a  milder  climate  in  winter, 
and  its  ^^dens  wiU  interest  the  hor- 
ticulturist The  plants  of  New  Hol- 
land grow  luxuriantly  out  of  doors; 
the  two  species  of  tea  are  generally 
in  flower  in  October:  4  species  of 
Araucaria  have  attained  considerable 
size.— J.  B.  P. 
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The  Simplon  road,  wbere  it  skirts 
the  lake,  is  an  almost  uninterrupted 
terrace  of  masonry,  studded  with  era- 
nite  posts  at  intervals  of  a  few  feet. 
Travellers  coming  from  Milan  may 
embark  on  the  lake  to  visit  the  Bor- 
romean  islands  at  Stresa,  where  boats 
are  kept. 

Beyond  Belgirate,  a  pretty  village, 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  villas 
with  terraces  and  gardens  in  front,  the 
colossal  statue  of  St.  Carlo  Borromeo 
appears  on  the  hiU  above  the  road. 

2^  Arona — (Inns:  Posta,  close  to 
the  water;  good.  Albergo  Beale,  do.) 
— an  ancient  town,  of  4000  inhab., 
with  a  small  castellated  harbour.  It 
is  built  on  the  very  margin  of  the 
lake ;  the  principal  street,  in  which 
the  inn  is  situated,  is  so  narrow  that 
only  one  carriage  can  pass.  The 
Simplon  road  runs  through  the  upper 
part  of  the  town.  The  steamer  touches 
here  twice  a  day ;  carriages  can  be 
embarked  here. 

The  principal  Ch.  (Santa  Maria) 
contains  a  very  beautitul  picture  by 
(raudenzio  Ferrari — a  Holy  Family, 
with  shutters,  bearing  figures  of  saints, 
and  the  portrait  ot  a  Countess  Bor- 
romeo, by  whom  it  was  presented  to 
the  church.  San  Carlo  Borromeo  was 
bom  at  Arona,  1538,  in  the  old  castle, 
now  nearly  destroyed. 

On  the  summit  of  a  hill,  about  half 
an  hour's  walk  from  the  town,  stands 
the  Colossal  Statue  of  St  Charles  Bor- 
romeo, 66  ft.  high,  and  placed  on  a 
pedestal  40  ft.  high.  The  head,  hands, 
and  feet,  alone,  are  cast  in  bronze; 
the  rest  of  the  figure  is  formed  of 
sheets  of  beaten  copper,  arranged 
round  a  pillar  of  rough  masonry 
which  forms  the  support  of  it.  The 
saint  is  represented  extending  his 
hand  towards  the  lake,  and  over  his 
birth-place  Arona,  bestowing  on  them 
his  benediction.  There  is  grace  in 
the  attitude,  in  spite  of  the  gieantic 
proportions  of  the  figure,  andliene- 
volence  beams  from  me  countenance; 
altogether  the  efiPeot  of  it  is  good, 
and  very  impressive.  It  was  erected, 
1697,  by  subscriptions,  principally 
contributed  by  the  Borromean  family. 
It  is  possible  to  enter  the  statue  and 


to  mount  up  into  the  head,  but  the 
ascent  is  difficult  and  fatiguing,  and 
not  to  be  attempted  by  the  nervous. 
It  is  effected  by  means  of  two  ladders, 
tied  together  (provided  by  a  man  who 
lives  hard  by),  resting  on  the  -pe- 
destal,  and  reaching  up  to  the  skirt 
of  the  saint's  robe.  Between  the  folds 
of  the  upper  and  lower  drapery  the 
adventurous  climber  squeezes  himself 
through — a  task  of  some  difficulty,  if 
he  be  of  corpulent  dimensions;  and 
he  then  clambers  up  the  stone  pillar 
which  supports  the  head,  by  placing 
his  feet  upon  the  iron  bars  or  cramps 
by  which  the  copper  dra^ry  is  at- 
tached to  it.  To  effect  this,  he  must 
assume  a  straddling  attitude,  and 
proceed  in  the  dark  till  he  reaches 
the  head,  which  he  will  find  capable 
of  holding  3  persons  at  once.  Here 
he  may  rest  himself  by  sitting  down 
in  the  recess  of  the  nose,  which  forms 
no  bad  substitute  for  an  arm-chair. 
In  the  neighbouring  church  several 
relics  of  San  Carlo  are  preserved. 

A  good  carriage-road,  but  narrow 
in  places,  leads  from  Arona  by  Goz- 
zano  to  Orta  (Rte.  101),  3^  posts. 
From  Orta  to  Borgomanero  is  2  posts. 
There  is  also  a  post-road  direct  from 
Arona  to  Turin.  A  railway  is  talked  of. 

The  view  of  the  peaked  snowy  ridge 
of  the  Monte  Bosa,  from  the  lower 
part  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  is  mag« 
nificent.  A  ferry-boat  conveys  the 
traveller  across  the  Ticino,  which 
forms  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  into  the 
territory  of  Austrian  Lombardy,  and 
the  small  town  of 

1^  Sesto  Calende  —  (Inns:  None, 
good ;  Post,  best) — 5  m.  from  Arona, 
charg^  as  1  Piedmontese  post  or  1^ 
Austrian  post  Passports  are  strictly 
examined,  and  no  traveller  is  allowed  to 
pass  the  frontier  unless  he  he  provided 
icith  the  siqnature  of  an  Austrian  mi' 
nister — in  clefault  of  which  he  is  sent 
back  to  Turin  or  Berne  to  procure  it. 
Sesto  is  said  to  have  been  a  Boman 
station,  and  to  have  received  its  name 
from  a  market  held  here  on  the  26th 
or  27th  of  the  month — Sexto  Calendas. 
It  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ticino, 
just  below  the  spot  where  it  quits  the 
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Lago  Maggiore.  The  Ch.  of  St  Donato 
is  a  structure  of  the  middle  ages. 
•  A  Steamer  starts  at  1  o'clock  every 
day  but  Sunday,  for  the  head  of  the 
lake,  stopping  at  Arona,  and  calling 
off  the  Borromean  Islands.  It  corres- 
ponds with  the  velocifera  ^omnibus) 
to  Milan,  which  sets  out  within  half  an 
hour  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer.  For 
fares,  and  other  particulars  respecting 
the  Lago  Maggiore,  see  Rte.  91. 

The  road  to  Milan  lies  over  the 
beginning  of  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy,  between  avenues  of  ^cabbage- 
headed  mulberry-trees,  hedges  of 
graceful  acacia,  and  *  rows  of  vines 
trained  between  fruit-trees,  not  so 
as  to  intercept  the  splendid  views  of 
the  Alps  which  in  places  bound  three- 
fourths  of  the  horizon. 
'  The  country  is  excessively  fertile, 
but  the  road  usually  most  disagreeable 
from  the  dust.  The  posting  is  not  on 
a  good  footing,  and  the  rate  of  driving 
is  very  slow — even  the  prospect  of 
double  buonamano  has  little  effect  in 
accelerating  the  postilions.  The  name 
of  every  vmage  is  written  on  the  wall 
at  the  entrance.  The  first  which  we 
pass  is  Soma,  containing  an  ancient 
castle  of  the  Visconti,  fringed  with 
swallow-tailed  battlements,  and  a  re- 
markable cypress-tree  of  great  age, 
one  of  the  largest  known.  It  is  stated 
to  have  been  a  tree  in  the  days  of  Ju- 
lius Caesar  (?)  ;  it  is  121  ft.  high  and 
23  ft.  in  g^rth.  Napoleon  respected 
it  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of 
the  route  of  the  Simplon,  causing  the 
road  to  diverge  from  a  straight  line  on 
account  of  it. 

Near  this  was  fought  the  first  great 
battle  between  Scipio  and  Hannibal, 
commonly  called  the  battle  of  the  Ti- 
cinus,  in  which  Scipio  was  worsted. 

1 J  Gallerati. — Beyond  this  is 

f  Cascina  deUe  Corde  (of  the  ropes), 
also  called  Cascina  del  Buon  Jesu. 
At  Busto,  a  mile  to  the  W.  of  this,  is  a 
church  designed  by  Bramante,  and 
containing  frescoes  by  Gaudenzio  Fer- 
rari, 

IJ  Rho. — Outside  the  town  is  a 
very  handsome  church  designed  by 
Pellegrini  ;  the  fa9ade,  recently  fin- 
ished, is  by  Pollack.    Near  this  are 


extensive  rice-grounds,  the  vicinity  of 
which  is  very  unhealthy. 

The  road  terminates  and  enters  Mi- 
lan by  the  ^r CO  delSempione  (dellaPace) 
commenced  by  Napoleon,  and  finished 
by  the  Austrian  government  1838. 

li  Milan.— (/nfw ;  Bairr's  Hotel, 
on  the  Corso  Francesco,  the  Regent- 
street  of  Milan,  excellent,  and  not 
dear;  GranBretagna;  Albergo  Reale, 
good;  La  Villa,  excellent.)  For  a  de- 
scription of  Milan,  see  The  Hand- 
book FOR  Travellers  in  Northern 

iTALr. 

ROUTE  60. 

TOURTEMAGNE     TO     INTERLACHEN,     BY 
THE  LOTSCHTHAL,  AND   KANDERSTEG. 

Tourtemagne  in  Rte.  59. 

From  Gampel  to  Kandersteg  is  10 
hrs.  ;  a  guide  is  required  at  least  from 
Kippel  to  Kandersteg.  Jos.  Ebener 
of  Kippel  is  recommended,  and  there 
alone  refreshments  can  be  obtained. 
A  path  runs  up  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone  from  Loeche  to  GampeL 

"  A  mile  or  so  above  Tourtemagne 
a  bridge  over  the  Rhone  leads  to  the 
village  of  Gampel,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Xotschthal,  a  very  narrow  and 
steep  valley  rising,  not  in  terraces, 
but  with  a  rapid  and  continuous  as- 
cent. After  crossing  the  Lonza  at 
Gampel  a  steep  ascent  succeeds,  com- 
manding fine  views  oyer  the  Rhone. 
The  path  next  enters  a  gorge.  About 
an  hour  from  Gampel  there  is  a  fall, 
not  visible  from  the  road,  of  no  great 
height,  but  a  large  volume  of  water. 
Beyond  the  chapel  of  Koppigstein, 
which  is  constantly  swept  away  by 
avalanches,  you  recross  the  Lonza  to 
its  rt.  bank.  For  the  first  1-J  hr.  not 
a  green  field  or  patch  of  corn  is  passed ; 
at  the  end  of  that  time  a  group  of  cot- 
tages occurs  in  a  lovely  scene  of  mea* 
dow,  wood,  and  rock,  overhung  by 
superb  peaks,  after  which  the  cha- 
racter of  the  valley  is  more  cheerful 
as  far  as 

"  3  Ferden,  where  it  turns  sharply 
to  the  east  At  the  angle,  the  view 
along  both  branches  of  the  valley  is 
superb  ;  the  upper  portion  is  wider 
and  longer  than  that  which  has  been 
I  3 
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passed,  extending  to  the  great  Lotsch- 
gletscher,  a  branch  of  the  sea  of  ice 
around  the  Jungfrau,  overhung  hy  the 
Lauterbnmn  Breithom  on  one  side, 
and  the  Aletsch-homer,  or  some  of 
their  offsets,  on  the  other;  while  on  the 
south  the  Nesthom  and  other  very  lofty 
mountains  rise  almost  perpendicularly 
in  icy  peaks.    The  cure's  house  at 

"Kippel,  15  min.  from  Ferden, 
affords  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  ac- 
commodation. Good  guides  may  be 
had.  The  nephew  of  the  cure  is  a 
capital  mountaineer,  but  few  or  none 
can  speak  anything  but  their  own 
German  patois.  A  direct,  but  difE- 
cult,  and,  it  may  be,  dangerous  route 
(pass  it  cannot  be  called)  lies  over  the 
crest  of  the  Bernese  Alps  to  Lauter- 
bnmn, passing  under  the  Tschingel« 
horn,  and  descending  by  Tschingel- 
eletscher  and  Steinberg  to  Lauter- 
brunn.  (See  Bte.  27.)  It  meets  the 
rte.  above  described  from  Lauterbnmn 
to  Kandersteg,  somewhere  about  the 
summit  of  that  pass.  The  descent 
from  the  Tschingel  is  steep  enough  to 
be  formidable  ;  what  dimculty  there 
may  be  in  crossing  the  main  chain  the 
writer  cannot  say.  The  passage  of 
the  Loetschberg  presents  no  difficulty. 
The  first  hour  is  through  magnificent 
larch  woods,  after  which  there  is  about 
3  hrs.  over  pastures,  bare  stony  slopes, 
and  beds  of  snow  to 

«  3  The  Col,  6960  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level,  overhung  by  the  grand  preci- 
pices of  the  Balm-horn,  which  forms 
the  eastern  end  of  the  Altels  group. 
By  giving  about  3  hrs.  more  to  the 
excursion,  a  high  peak  to  the  £., 
called  the  Hoch-hom,  may  be  as- 
cended. A  less  time  might  probably 
suffice  if  the  shortest  rte.  from  Kippel 
were  taken  ;  our  guide  did  not  sug- 
gest it  tUl  we  had  nearly  reached  the 
Col,  from  which  it  is  one  stunde  (1^ 
hr.),  chiefly  over  ice.  Some  fearfully 
steep  slopes  are  to  be  crossed,  from 
which  the  eye  plunges  down  right  into 
the  Gasterenthal,  5000  to  6000  ft.  be- 
neath. A  singular  and  most  striking 
scene  occurs  in  passing  round  an  in- 
sulated steeple  of  rock,  rising  out  of 
the  ice,  with  a  pool  of  clear  blue  water 
at  its  foot.    Between  it  and  the  peak 


lies  a  narrow  isthmus  of  ice,  sloping 
steeply  down  on  either  side  ;  after 
passing  this,  the  icy  shoulder  of  the 
mountain  is  to  be  wound  round,  with 
empty  space  on  two  sides  ;  and  then 
the  last  ascent,  up  a  sharp  pile  of 
stones,  which  we  estimated  at  5  min., 
and  found  to  take  15.  The  view  is 
superb.  To  the  S.  and  S.W.  Monte 
Hosa,  the  Matter-horn,  and  Mont 
Blanc  towering  far  above  nearer 
mountains,  are  the  leading  objects.  To 
the  E.  the  Tschingel-horn  and  other 
points  of  the  chain  on  which  we  stood, 
extending  to  the  Jungfrau  and  the 
Aletsch-homer.  To  the  W.  a  sea  of 
lower  mountains  towards  the  Simmen- 
thai,  and  an  extensive  view  over  the 
Bernese  lowlands,  which,  however, 
was  obscured  by  a  coining  storm 
which  hastened  our  descent  to  a  more 
secure  position.  Retracing  our  course 
for  a  good  way,  ^e  then  descended 
over  bare  rocks  and  beds  of  snow  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Balm-gletscher, 
and  reached  in  a  short  2  hrs.  from  the 
Hoch-hom  the  point  where  the  direct 
rte.  across  the  Lotschberg  quits  the 
glacier,  after  lying  across  it  probably 
for  1 4  to  2  m.  Tnence  there  is  about 
1 J  hr.  of  very  steep  descent  into  the 
GasterenthaL  The  river  is  to  be 
crossed  by  a  bridge,  which  must  not 
be  missed :  thence  to  Kandersteg, 
about  2  hrs.    (See  Rte.  27.) 

"  This,  though'over  the  ice,  was  for- 
merly a  mule  path  of  some  traffic,  but 
fell  into  disuse  when  the  road  over  the 
Gemmi  was  made  ;  it  is  now  impass- 
able for  mules.  The  glacier  is  much 
crevassed,  but  not  dangerous.  8  hrs, 
is  abundantly  sufficient  to  go  from 
Ferden  or  Kippel  to  Kandersteg,  so 
that  the  whole  distance  from  Tourte- 
magne  to  Kandersteg  might  be  accom- 
plished in  one  long  day,  and  the  bad 
quarters  of  the  Lotschthal  avoided. 
From  Ferden  two  or  three  parallel' 
passes  lead  to  the  baths  of  Leuk  in  5 
or  6  hrs."— A.  T.  M 

Notes  on  the  passage  of  the  Balm 
Glacier. 

"  I  passed  this  on  the  29th  Aug. 
1844  (guide  Gilhom  Ereter  of  Kan- 
dersteg,  a  very  steady  old  fellow), 
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from  Kandersteg  to  Kippel  in  8  hrs. 
The  ascent  to  the  Glacier  is  very  steep, 
and  when  I  passed  there  were  several 
slopes  of  thin  frozen  snow,  inclined  at 
a  very  considerable  angle,  which  re- 
quired great  caution.  The  surfiEu^e  of 
the  glacier  was  not  dangerously  cre- 
vassed:  in  one  place  we  came  upon  a 
piece  of  the  old  rudely -paved  road  in 
the  midst  of  the  snow.  From  the  Cel 
the  view  was  very  beautiful:  Monte 
Bosa,  with  3  or  4  of  her  summits 
clearly  distinguishable,  and  the  long 
ridge  which  forms  the  western  barrier 
of  the  valley  of  St.  Nicolas  running 
up  into  an  mmiense  mountain,  with 
two  conical  summits,  I  presume  the 
Weisshom  and  Dent  Blanche;  farther 
to  the  westward  the  view  was  confined 
by  neighbouring  mountains,  over  which 
your  correspondent  *  A.T.M.*  must,  I 
suppose,  from  the  higher  position  he 
gained,  have  obtained  a  view." 

&.  Upper  part  of  Lotschthal  and  the 
passes  leading  from  it.  (Guide,  Joseph 
Appener  of  KippeL) 

"  The  upper  part  of  this  valley  has 
a  due  N.E.  direction,  is  terminated  at 
its  upper  end  by  the  Lotsch  Glacier, 
and  is  bounded  on  either  side  by  pa- 
rallel ridges  of  great  altitude;  that  on 
the  left  hand  being  the  main  range  of 
the  Bernese  Alps,  that  on  the  right  con- 
sisting of  several  lofty  and  connected 
summits  which  we  will  now  describe. 

"First,  in  the  angle  of  the  valley, 
and  above  Ferden,  is  the.Bietschhom, 
next  the  Nesthom  (also  called  Jung- 
frau),  next  Breithorn,  which  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  Bernese  Breit- 
horn on  the  opposite  ridge,  and  last 
the  Steckhom.  Opposite  the  Steck- 
hom  is  the  mountain,  in  Keller,  called 
Grosshom,  and  the  depression  or  furca 
between  them  is  the  dividing  point 
between  the  Lotsch  and  Aletsch  Gla- 
ciers, and  is,  as  I  was-  assured,  practi- 
cable; another  Col,  that  namely  be- 
tween the  summits  of  the  StecKhom 
and  Breithorn,  to  which  however  the 
ascent  looks  very  awkward,  serves  as 
d  short  cut  from  the  upper  Lotschthal 
to  Brieg  in  the  Vallais,  descending  by 
the  Ober- Aletsch  Glacier  and  the  Bell- 
Alp.  This  pass  is  known  to  Appener, 


who  is  a  most  excellent  mountaineer, 
but  neither  he  nor  indeed  any  other 
person  in  the  valley  speaks  anything 
but  his  own  German  patois." 

Route  from  the  Upper  Ldtschthal  over 
the  main  ridge  to  Lattterbnmn,  (Aug. 
1844.) 

"A  little  above  the  village  of  Zneis- 
ten,  and  about  2  hours'  walk  from 
Kippel,  is  a  narrow  valley,  leading  up 
into  the  main  chain  of  the  Bernese 
Alps;  the  name,  as  well  as  I  could 
catch  it  from  the  pronunciation,  is 
Mindere-Thal;  there  is  no  indication 
of  it  in  Keller's  map,  which  is  not  very 
minutely  accurate  in  its  topography 
of  these  mountains ;  but  it  runs  nearly 
N.  and  S.,  and  must  originate  near 
the  S.  side  of  the  mountain  called  by 
him  Tschingel-hom,  but  which  is  in 
fact  the  Gspalt-hom.  This  valley  or 
gorge  is  followed  till  the  glacier  is  ap- 
proached which  fills  up  its  head,  and 
which  is  here  inaccessible  en  face ;  a 
detour  has  therefore  to  be  made  to  the 
L,  over  very  steep  ground,  and  the  gla- 
cier is  again  approached  at  a  point 
where  its  inclination  is  smaller,  and 
at  a  height  where  it  is  already  covered 
with  perpetual  snow.  Here  the  rope 
came  into  requisition,  and  the  day's 
work  began  in  earnest.  Slope  after 
slope  of  snow  was  passed,  the  few  cre- 
vasses which  the  snow  had  not  com- 
pletely hidden  being  approached  by 
Appener  just  in  the  right  place; 
until  after  nearly  3  hours  of  walking 
up  to  the  calf  of  the  leg  in  snow,  we 
reached  a  long  range  of  weather-beaten 
rocks  which  shut  out  all  view  in  front, 
and  were  announced  to  form  the  sum- 
mit of  the  range.  The  scenery  hither- 
to had  been  more  remarkable  for  the 
novelty  of  the  different  mountain-peaks 
within  sight,  than  for  the  magnificence 
of  any  one  in  particular:  the  southern 
faces  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  the 
northern  pinnacles  of  the  Aletsch- 
horner  (mountains  not  usual  to  be 
looked  at  from  this  point  of  view,  and 
not  a  little  difficult  to  identify),  with 
the  sloping  fields  of  snow  across  which 
our  track  was  visible  for  a  fore-ground. 
The  ridge  we  had  attained  was  in  no 
sense  of  the  word  a  Col  or  pass,  but  a 
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tolerably  level  and  uniform  elevation, 
with  a  wall  of  rocks  of  no  great  height, 
forming  a  continuous  crest  or  battle- 
ment; out  the  grand  coup  d*ceil  was  to 
come.  Stepping  through  an  interval 
between  the  rocks,  the  scene  changed 
at  once.  In  place  of  the  gradual  slope 
by  which  we  had  ascended,  inmie- 
diately  beneath  our  feet  the  ground 
fell  away  in  front  and  on  either  hand, 
to  the  level  of  the  Great  Tschingel 
Glacier,  several  hundred  feet  below 
us,  with  just  enough  snow  heaped  up 
against  the  ridge  on  which  we  were 
standing  to  make  the  descent  prac- 
ticable. We  were  at  a  point  imme- 
diately above  the  centre  of  the  glacier, 
of  which  we  could  see  the  two  extremi- 
ties sinking,  one  into  the  Gasterenthal, 
and  the  other  into  the  valley  of  the 
Ammerten;  directly  in  front,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  glacier,  was  the 
Kien-thal,  with  the  Niesen  at  the  far 
end  of  it;  but  the  mist  was  hanging 
over  the  Lake  of  Thun.  Appener's 
knowledge  of  the  pass  was  here  criti- 
cally tried:  at  the  base  of  the  snowy 
precipice  on  which  we  were  standing, 
just  where  the  bank  of  snow  touched 
the  glacier,  was  evident  to  the  r.  and  L, 
as  far  as  we  could  see,  an  enormous 
crevasse,  or  bergschrund,  gaping  to  re- 
ceive the  avalanche  of  snow  which 
would  be  inevitably  occasioned  by  our 
attempting  to  descend  that  way;  while 
immediately  beneath  us,  the  convexity 
of  the  descent  intercepted  our  view  of 
the  bottom  of  the  ridge.  Mv  Kander- 
steg  guide  and  I  turned  to  Appener  in 
despair;  he,  however,  laughed,  and 
said  that  we  should  soon  see  that  below 
where  we  were  standing  there  was  no 
schrund  at  all;  and  so  it  proved,  or 
rather,  as  is  most  probable,  tne  convex 
configuration  of  the  descent  at  that 
point  had  thrown  the  snow  more  for- 
ward, and  filled  it  up.  Once  upon  the 
level  of  the  glacier  we  felt  all  our 
anxieties  over,  and  ran  quickly  over 
the  hard  snow,  and  after  one  or  two 
faults  anH>ng  the  crevasses  below  the 
MuteUi-hom,  reached  the  track  usually 
taken  between  Gasteren  and  the  Stein- 
berg." 

**  Timey  Kippel  to  the  snow,  3  hours; 
over  snow  to  the  summit,  nearly  3 


hours;  descenttoLauterbrunnen(very 
quick),  5  hours;  total,  11.  At  the 
Capricorn  I  found  the  route  was  un- 
known to  any  of  the  guides;  Joseph 
Appener  is  the  only  safe  man  to  take. 
He  told  me  he  had  tried  it  with  Pro- 
fessor Studer  of  Berne  some  years  be- 
fore, but  the  bad  weather  turned  them 
back."--E.  W. 

From  Kandersteg  Lanterbmnn  may 
be  reached  in  one  very  hard  day  by 
the  Tschingel  (Route  27),  or  by  a  route 
not  less  laborious,  but  more  secure,  up 
the  (Eschinen-thal,  a  lovely  little  va£ 
ley,  crossing  the  Diindengrat  (Route 
26),  the  summit  of  which  is  probably 
3  to  3^  hours  from  Kandersteg,  de- 
scending into  the  Kienthal,  and  sf  ain 
mounting  a  pass  of  equal  height,  c^ed 
the  Klein  Furce,  and  thence  down  the 
Sefinen-thal  into  the  valley  of  Lauter- 
brunn.  The  whole  of  this  unfrequented 
route,  which  is  fiir  less  savage  than 
that  by  the  Tschingel-gletscher,  lies 
through  scenery  of  the  highest  interest, 
in  which  romantic  beauty  is  combincni 
with  the  sterner  features  of  Alpine 
scenery.  From  Kandersteg  to  Lauter- 
brunn  not  less  than  13  hours  going 
should  be  ailowed. — A.  T.  M. 

ROUTE  61. 

AOSTA  TO  SION,  BY  THE  VALPELLINE 
AND  COL  DE  COLLON — EVOLENA  TO 
ZERMATT,  BY  THE  COL  d'eRRIN. 

2  and  2-^  or  3  days;  a  high  and 
difficult  pass. 

"  The  way  follows  the  St.  Bernard 
(Rte.  108)  for  a  short  distance;  then 
turning  downwards,  crosses  the  St. 
Remy  branch  of  the  river  Buttier, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Valpelline 
branch,  a  very  beautiful  spot,  and  pro- 
ceeds througn  rich  fields  to  the  vUlage 
of  Valpelline,  2^  hours.  Here  the  vfd- 
ley  narrows,  and  the  ascent  becomes 
rapid.  Passing  the  village  of  Oyace, 
picturesquely  situated  on  a  high  bar- 
rier of  rock  which  crosses  the  valley 
(1  hour  40  minutes),  you  reach  in 
another  hour  Biona,  and  in  4  hours 
more  the  chdlets  of  Prerayen:  total 
from  Aosta,  9  hours  of  rapid  ascent 
Cultivation  extends  high  up  the  val- 
ley, which  lies  exposed  to  the  after- 
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noon  sun,  and  is  very  hot.  There  is 
a  good  horse-road  to  Prerayen,  which 
belongs  to  the  Jesuits  of  Aosta,  who 
resort  thither  in  the  summer;  and  the 
chiUets  in  consequence  afford  some- 
what better  quarters  than  most  of 
those  in  Piedmont.  ■  There  is  no  inn 
anywhere  in  the  Valpelline. 

"  The  head  of  the  valley  is  bounded 
by  a  very  grand  chain  of  snowy 
mountains,  branching  from  the  main 
chain  at  the  Dent  d'Erron  (?),  which 
separates  the  Valpelline  and  Val 
Tournanche.  From  Prerayen  to 
Breuil  is  said  to  be  only  6  or  7  hours, 
not  difficult,  and  not  much  glacier. 
It  looks  very  steep,  however,  and  I 
could  not  learn  much  about  it. 

**  Started  at  6  next  morning  to  cross 
the  Col  de  Collon.  The  way  lies  up 
a  steep  lateral  valley,  a  little  below 
Prerayen.  Reached  the  foot  of  the 
great  moraine  at  7.  The  glacier  has 
retreated  from  it  a  good  half-mile 
during  the  last  thirty  years;  on  the 
side  of  Evolena,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ice  has  not  diminished.  There  are 
two  practicable  routes  to  the  upper 
plateau  of  the  glacier;  one  over  rocks, 
which  Professor  Forbes  took  in  1842, 
the  other  following  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which 
is  to  be  mounted  by  climbing  steep 
slopes  of  frozen  snow,  not  without 
difficulty.  These  being  surmounted, 
a  broad  plain  and  two  or  three  long 
slopes  lead  to  the  Col,  which  I  reached 
at  9  h.  10  m.  The  glacier  on  this 
side  does  not  seem  dangerous. 

« The  height  of  the  Col,  by  Pro- 
fessor Forbes's  measurement,  is  10,333 
English  feet.  To  the  left  is  a  crest  of 
-rocks,  in  a  cleft  of  which  is  stuck  a 
small  iron  cross,  dated  17.54.  A  hard 
•varnish  of  rust  is  formed  on  it,  which 
seems  to  protect  the  metal  from  fur- 
ther decay.  The  view  from  the  Col  is 
very  grand.  No  distance,  however, 
is  visible;  nothing  but  spires  of  rock 
and  swells  of  snow. 

<*  The  descent  towards  Evolena  is 
more  dangerous,  the  glacier,  which  on 
this  side  is  called  Arolla,  being  much 
more  extensive,  and  more  crevassed. 
Quitted  the  ice  in  1  h.  15  m.,  after 
which  the  descent  is  over  very  steep 


rocks,  not  much  better  than  the 
Little  Coluret,  beds  of  snow  and  mo-* 
raines  very  rough  and  fatiguing^ 
Beached  the  turf  and  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  in  2  h.  40  m.  from  the  Col; 
imder  less  favourable  circumstances 
it  might  take  double  the  time.  The 
valley  thus  far  is  close  and  winding, 
so  that  no  distant  views  can  be  had; 
but  it  is  of  the  grandest  character. 

"  The  lofty  jagged  rid^  to  the  east, 
which  divides  the  glacier  of  Arolla 
from  that  of  Ferpecle,  is  caUed  by 
Professor  Forbes  Uie  Dents  des  Bou- 
quetins.  To  the  west,  another  very 
grand  glacier  descends  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Mont  CoUon,  communi- 
cating probably  with  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Ba^es.  From  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  to  Evolena  is  about  4  hours  of 
very  grand  and  beautiful  scenery. 
Total  from  Prerayen  to  Evolena, 
about  10  hrs.  Thence  to  Sion  an  easy 
day  of  6  hours,  I  suppose.  The  lower 
part  of  the  valley  does  not  appear  to 
be  first-rate.    I  have  not  seen  it. 

"  There  is  no  inn  at  Evolena,  and 
the  people  seem  rude  and  unaccom- 
modating. After  some  difficulty  I  got 
lodgings,  and  was  civilly  treated,  at 
the  house  of  a  family  named  Ful- 
lonier,  where  there  are  two  brothers 
who  have  crossed  the  Col  d'Errin  as 
guides.  Time  from  Evolena  to  Zer- 
matt  9  h.  35  m.,  excluding  stoppages. 
It  might  take  much  more. 

"  AxL  hour  above  Evolena  the  valley 
forks  into  two  branches;  the  one 
leading  to  the  glacier  of  Arolla  and 
Col  de  Collon,  the  other  to  the  glacier 
of  Ferpecle  and  Col  d'EnSi,  as 
Forbes  has  called  it;  the  pass  being 
apparently  without  a  name  in  the 
country.  The  scenery  of  the  latter 
branch  is  even  finer  than  that  of  the 
former.  From  the  hamlet  of  Hand- 
eres,  near  the  junction,  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  there  is  a  rapid  ascent. 
The  termination  of  the  glacier  is  re- 
markably fine.  The  ice  is  pure,  and 
very  high,  ending  on  one  side  in  a 
vertical  section  crestiug  a  precipice; 
on  the  other  sweeping  grandly  over 
it;  aud  the  effect  is  much  increased 
by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  fine 
larches. 
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'*  From  hence  a  rapid  ascent,  skirt- 
ing deep  precipices,  leads  to  the 
phalets  of  Abricolla,  distant  about  3 
hours  from  Evolena.  They  are  rude 
and  more  dirty  than  is  usual  in  Swit- 
zerland; and  the  trayeller  who  means 
to  sleep  at  them  should  take  up  straw 
from  Delow.  The  view  from  these 
heights  is  extremely  fine. 

"Started  at  haU^past  four:  and  by 
the  advice  of  one  of  the  Fulloniers, 
who  accompanied  us  part  of  the  way, 
we  kept  at  a  level,  or  gradually  as- 
cending, along  the  mountain  side,  in- 
stead of  descending,  as  Forbes  had 
done,  to  the  glacier— a  depth  of  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  perpendicular.  In 
about  an  hour  we  reached  the  ^lacier, 
which  was  then  a  dazzling  sheet  of 
snow,  hard  frozen,  and  incUned  at  an 
angle  which  rendered  great  caution 
necessary  in  traversing  it.  Less  than 
an  hour  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  opposite  to  a  bare  rock  in 
the  middle  of  the  ice,  called  Motta 
Botta.  Here  the  sun  had  melted  out 
space  enough  just  to  form  a  narrow, 
sU{>pery,  and  dangerous  path,  along 
which  we  proceeded  eastward,  shoul- 
dering the  ice  on  one  side,  and  with 
the  deep  precipice  on  the  other.  At 
the  end  of  it  we  dismissed  Fullonier, 
having  passed  the  difficulties  on  this 
side  of  the  passage.  From  hence  to 
the  level  of  Motta  Botta  is  a  succes- 
sion of  slopes,  fi^e  from  danger,  and 
from  that  level  an  immense  undulating 
snow  plain  extends  to  the  Col,  which 
lies  to  the  right  of  a  slightly  elevated 
point,  called  by  Professor  Forbes  the 
Stockhom,  the  height  of  which  he 
makes  11,760  feet,  600  feet  higher 
than  the  Col  du  Geant.  We  reached 
it  in  3  h.  20  m.  from  Evolena,  having 
gained  an  hour  on  Professor  Forbes 
by  the  new  route.  His  route  lay  at 
the  foot  of  the  precipice  along  the  top 
of  which  we  had  passed. 

**  The  Col  is  formed  by  a  ridge  ex- 
tending from  the  Dent  Blanche  (which 
lies  between  the  valleys  of  Anniviers 
and  of  Zmutt)  to  the  main  chain  be- 
tween the  Dent  d'Errin  and  the  Mont 
CoUoB.  It  thus  encloses  the  great 
glacier  ot  Zmutt,.  which  it  separates 
from  the  glacier  of  Ferped^    Pro- 


fessor Forbes  rates  the  view  from 
it  above  any  that  he  had  seen  in  the 
higher  Alps,  even  above  that  from  the 
Col  du  Geant.  The  spectator  is  cen- 
tricaUy  placed  between  the  Cervin, 
the  Dent  d'Errin,  and  the  Dent 
Blanche,  with  the  whole  chain  of 
Monte  Bosa  in  full  view.  To  these  is 
to  be  added  the  Strallhom  (Cima  de 
Jazi?)  nearly  of  the  same  height,  be- 
tween which  and  Monte  Bosa  the  pass 
of  the  Weissenthor  is  seen,  at  the 
same,  or  a  higher,  level  on  which  he 
stands.  None  of  these  mountains  is 
less  than  14,000  feet  high. 

"There  are  two  possible  descents; 
one  down  the  face  of  the  cliff,  a  little 
W.  of  the  Stockhom,  which  Professor 
Forbes  tried  in  1842  ;  and  failed  to 
achieve,  owine  to  a  precipice  of  some 
30  feet,  next  tne  ice,  whicii  could  not 
be  passed.  He  was  therefore  driven 
to  take  the  way  which  I  followed,  still 
further  to  the  W.,  which,  though  in- 
volving a  considerable  circuit,  I  should 
think  always  preferable,  unless  the 
glacier  below  were  in  a  very  danger- 
ous state.  The  descent  is  shorter, 
and  less  rapid,  and  the  rocks  are 
masked  by  slopes  of  snow,  which 
however  are  steep  enough  to  present 
dangers  of  their  own.  The  upper 
basin  of  the  Zmutt  glacier  being  thus 
reached,  a  black  Munt  point  m  the 
chain  of  rocks  which  holds  up  this 
upper  glacier  serves  for  landmark: 
but  as  the  ice  is  much  crevassed,  there 
is  many  a  circuit  to  be  made ;  and 
the  passage  took  a  good  hour.  The 
next  descent  is  over  a  slope  of  rocks, 
ending,  within  100  ft.  of  the  bottom, 
in  a  precipice,  down  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  by  a  very  steep  cou- 
loir, when  the  glacier,  which  is  here 
considerably  inclined,  is  in  too  bad  a 
state  to  traverse  higher  up.  In  1843 
the  quantity  of  snow  rendered  it  pos- 
sible to  reach  and  traverse  the  lower 
glacier  to  the  W.  of  the  couloir;  and 
we  struck  across  in  the  direction  of 
Mont  Cervin,  and  reached  the  lateral 
moraine  at  12  h.  15  m.,  having  left 
the  Col  at  8  h.  30  m.  Another  hour 
brought  us  off  the  ice;  and  If  hour 
more  to 

Zermatt  (Bte.  106).    The  descent  of 
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the  valley  of  Zmutt  struck  me  more 
than  ever.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  finest 
thing  of  its  kind  in  the  Alps ;  and  it  is 
seen  to  advantage  by  keeping  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  river,  where  the  path 
runs  through  magnificent  larches,  at  a 
great  height  above  the  stream. 

"The  whole  of  this  route,  from 
Aosta  to  Zermatt,  is  not  to  be  sur- 
passed in  point  of  grandeur  and  va- 
ried interest  by  anything  in  the  Alps. 
It  is  to  be  recollected  luso  that  (add- 
ing to  them  the  Weissenthor)  there 
are  no  passes  more  long,  more  dan- 
gerous, and  more  difficult. 

**  For  some  account  of  the  ascent  of 
the  Weissenthor,  see  Boute  106.  The 
view  from  it  I  thought  even  superior  to 
that  from  the  Col  d'Errin."— J.  T,  M, 


ROUTE  66. 

CONSTANCE  TO  ST.  GALL,  BY  THE 
LAKE  OF  CONSTANCE, 

8J  leagues  =  24J  Eng.  m. 
The  Lake  of  Constance, 

Constance  is  described  in  Route  7. 

8  or  10  Steamboats  navigate  the 
lake  of  Constance,  making  voyages  4 
or  5  times  a- week  between  Constance 
and  Schaufif hausen ;  daily  between 
Constance  and  Ueberlingen;  Meers- 
burg,  Friedrichshafen,  Rorschach, 
and  Lindau;  3  or  4  times  a-week  to 
LudwigshafenandBregenz.  The  time 
and  place  of  starting  are  promulgated 
in  a  printed  tariff,  which  will  be  found 
hung  up  in  all  the  inns  near  the  lake. 
It  t&es  5  hours  to  go  from  Constance 
to  Lindau,  and  3  to  Rorschach  or 
Friedrichshafen.  The  steamers  take 
carriages.  The  numerous  stoppages 
and  the  shifting  of  passengers  from 
one  steamer  to  another,  are  annoy- 
ances for  which  travellers  must  oe 
prepared. 

The  lake  of  Constance,  called  by 
the  Germans  Boden  See,  and  anciently 
known  to  the  Romans  under  the  name 
Locus  Brigantinus  (from  Brigantia,  the 
modem  Bregenz),  is  bordered  by  the 
territories  of  5  different  states — Ba- 
den, Wiirttemberg,  Bavaria,  Austria, 
and  Switzerland,  and  a  portion  of  its 


coasts  belong  to  each  of  them.  It  is 
about  44  m.  long,  from  Bregenz  to 
Constance,  and  30  from  Bregenz  to 
Friedrichshafen;  about  9  m.  wide  iu 
the  broadest  part;  964  ft.  is  its  great- 
est depth  ;  and  it  abounds  in  fish,  of 
which  25  species  have  been  enume- 
rated.   It  Les  1255  ft.  above  the  sea. 

Its  main  tributary  is  the  Rhine, 
which  enters  at  its  E.  extremity,  and 
flows  out  under  the  walls  of  Constance. 
The  accumulated  deposits  of  the  river 
have  formed  an  extensive  delta  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  and  are  an* 
nually  encroaching  further. 

Its  banks,  either  flat  or  gently  un« 
dulating,  present  little  beauty  of 
scenery  compared  with  other  Swiss 
lakes;  but  they  are  eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  fertility,  and  its  S, 
shore  is  studded  with  a  picturesque 
line  of  ruined  castles  or  hill-forts  of 
the  middle  ages. 

At  its  E.  extremity  it  displays 
alpine  features  in  distant  glimpses  of 
the  snow-topped  mountains  of  Vorarl- 
berg,  but  the  distant  Sentis  towers 
over  the  cultivated  slopes  which  border 
the  lake,  and  is  a  fine  feature  all  the 
way  from  Constance. 

Its  waters,  on  an  average,  are  lowesk 
in  the  month  of  February,  and  highest 
in  June  and  July,  when  the  snows 
are  melting:  it  sometimes  swells  a  foot 
in  24  hours  at  that  season. 

Post-horses  may  be  obtained  from 
Constance  to  St.  Gall:  see  Introduc- 
tion, §  5. — The  stations  are  from  Con* 
stance  to 

4:\  Hub,  not  far  from  Romanshom, 
on  the  lake. 

(From  Hub  to  Rorschach  4  leagues.) 

4i  8t,  Gall  (in  p.  184). 

Diligences  go  3  times  a-day  in  5 
hours.  Tou  may  take  the  steamer  to 
Rorschach  (3  hours),  and  the  dili- 
gence thence  to  St.  Gall  (3  hours). 

On  quitting  Constance  the  road 
passes  the  suppressed  Augustine  con- 
vent of  KreuzUngen,  now  turned  into 
an  agricultural  school,  with  70  or  80 
pupils.  The  edifice  dates  from  the 
end  of  the  30  years'  war,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  preceding  building  was 
destroyed. 

The    Church   possesses    in  a    side 
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chapel  some  curious  wood-carvings 
by  a  Tyrolese ;  a  representation  of 
the  Passion  with  several  hundred 
small  figures;  also  a  vest  embroidered 
with  pearls,  the  gift  of  Pope  John 
XXILinl414.  /«»;  GoldenerLowe 
(H.  Delisle),  clean  and  reasonable. — 
J,0. 

The  canton  of  Thurgovia,  which 
occupies  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake  from 
Constance  to  Arbon,  is  distinguished 
for  its  surpassing  fertility.  Instead 
of  rocks  and  moimtains,  and  alpine 
pastures,  the  characteristics  of  other 
parts  of  Switzerland,  this  canton  pre- 
sents richly-cultivated  arable  land, 
waving  with  com  and  hemp ;  the 
place  of  forests  is  supplied  by  or- 
chards; it  is,  indeed,  the  garden  and 
granary  of  Helvetia.  The  country 
IS  at  the  same  time  thickly  peopled, 
abounding  in  villages  and  cheerful 
cottages. 

]f  The  nunnery  of  Miinsterlingen, 
about  4  m.  on  the  road,  was  suppressed 
in  1838,  and  converted  into  an  hos- 
pital. The  surviving  sisters  are  al- 
lowed to  occupy  one  wing  of  the 
building  during  their  lifetime.  The 
old  convent  near  the  water  was  the 
scene  of  the  reconciliation  between  the 
Emperor  Sigismund  and  Duke  Fre- 
derick of  Austria,  1418. 

2  Uttwyl. 

After  passing  Bomanshorn,  a  vil- 
lage built  on  a  tongue  of  land,  the  E. 
end  of  the  lake,  with  the  distant  Alps 
towering  above  it,  comes  into  view. 
On  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake  is  Fried- 
richshafen  and  the  Villa  of  the  King 
of  Wurttemberg,  in  which  he  usually 
passes  a  part  of  the  summer.  See 
Handbook  for  South  Germany. 

2  Arbon  (/n«s;  Kreutz;  Traube),  a 
walled  town  of  660  Inhab.,  close  upon 
the  lake.      The  Bomans  under  Au- 

fustus  built  a  fort  here,  upon  the 
igh  road  from  Augst  and  Windisch 
to  Bregenz,  which  they  called  Arbor 
Felix.  It  was  abandoned  by  them  to 
the  AUemanni  in  the  5th  century. 
The  Castle,  on  an  eminence  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  was  built  1510,  but  its 
tower  is  said  to  rest  on  Boman  foun- 
dations. The  belfry,  detached  from 
the  church,  is  boarded,  not  walled,  on 


the  side  nearest  the  castle,  in  order 
that  no  force  hostile  to  the  lords  of 
the  castle  should  be  enabled  to  shelter 
themselves  in  it,  or  annoy  the  castle 
from  thence.  The  monk  of  St.  Gall 
is  said  to  have  died  at  Arbon  (640), 
and  the  place  was  a  favourite  residence 
of  Conradin  of  Hohenstauffen. 

A  little  beyond  Tiiback  the  road 
divides.  Travellers  bound  direct  for 
Coire  will  proceed  (1.)  at  once  on  to 
Borschach,  4  leagues  from  Hub  (Boute 
67),  while  the  road  to  St  Gall  turns 
S.  (rt.) 

A  gradual,  but  long  and  uninter- 
rupted ascent,  leads  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lake  along  a  pleasing  val- 
ley, near  the  upper  end  of  which,, 
1000  ft.  above  the  lake  of  Constance,, 
IS  situated 

2|  St  Gall  (St.  Gallen).  — /nns; 
Lion,  very  good,  and  thoroughly 
comfortable ;  Hecht  (Brochet),  good ; 
Bossli  (Cheval). 

St.  Gall,  capital  of  the  canton,  is 
situated  in  an  elevated  valley  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream  called  the 
Steinach.  Pop.  10,000.  It  is  one  of 
the  principal  seats  of  manufacturing 
industry  in  Switzerland.  The  manu- 
facture of  Siciss  muslins  is  the  most 
flourishing,  but  the  spinning  of  cotton 
is  also  rapidly  increasing.  There  are 
extensive  bleacheries  in  the  town,  and 
the  neighbouring  slopes  are  white  with 
webs.  The  embroidered  curtains  and 
ladies*  collars  are  very  pretty  and 
cheap  here. 

The  antique  walls,  however,  which 
still  surround  the  town,  and  the 
ditch,  now  converted  into  gardens, 
teU  of  a  totally  different  period  and 
state  of  society,  and  recall  to  mind 
the  ancient  history  of  St.  GalL  If 
we  may  believe  the  legend,  it  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  7th  century  that 
St.  Gallus,  a  Scotch  monk  (?  Irish), 
left  his  convent  in  the  Island  of  lona, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  tra- 
velling over  a  large  part  of  Europe 
converting  the  heathens,  finally  set- 
tled on  the  banks  of  the  Steinach, 
then  a  wilderness  buried  in  primseval 
woods,  of  which  bears  and  wolves 
seemed  the  rightful  tenants  rather 
than  men.    He  taught  the  wild  peo- 
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pie  around  the  arts  of  agriculture,  as 
well  as  the  doctrines  of  true  religion. 
The  humble  cell  which  the  Scotch 
missionary  had  founded  became  the 
nucleus  of  civilization  :  and  fifty  years 
after  his  death,  when  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  miracles  reported  to 
have  been  wrought  at  his  tomb,  drew 
thousands  of  pilgrims  to  the  spot,  it 
was  replaced  oy  a  more  magnificent 
edifice,  founded  under  the  auspices  of 
Pepin  THeristal.  This  abbey  was 
one  of  the  oldest  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blishments in  Germany.  It  became 
the  asylum  of  learning  during  the 
dark  ages,  and  was  the  most  cele- 
brated school  in  Europe  between  the 
8th  and  10th  centuries.  Here  the 
works  of  the  authors  of  Rome  and 
Greece  were  not  only  read  but  copied; 
and  we  owe  to  the  ^labour  of  these  ob- 
scure monks  many  of  the  most  valu- 
able classical  authors,  which  have  been 
preserved  to  modern  times  in  MSS., 
treasured  up  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Gall ; 
among  them  Quintilian,  Silius  Itali- 
cus,  Ammian  Marcellinus,  and  pwrt  of 
Cicero,  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  13th  century  St. 
GaJl  lost  its  reputation  for  learning, 
as  its  abbots  exchanged  a  love  of  piety 
and  knowledge  for  worldly  ambition, 
and  the  thirst  for  political  influence 
and  territorial  rule.  The  desire  of 
security,  in  those  insecure  times,  first 
induced  the  abbot  to  surround  his 
convent  and  the  adjoining  building 
with  a  wall  and  ditch,  with  13  towers 
at  intervals.  This  took  place  at  the 
end  of  the  10th  century,  and  from 
that  time  may  be  dated  the  founda- 
tion of  the  town.  He  and  his  100 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  sally  forth, 
sword  in  hand  and  helmet  on  head, 
backed  by  their  200  serfs,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  convent  was 
threatened  by  ungodly  la3rmen.  The 
donations  of  pious  pilgrims  from  all 
parts  of  Eurox)e  soon  augmented  enor- 
mously the  revenues  of  the  abbots. 
The^  became  the  most  considerable 
territorial  sovereigns  in  N.  Switzer- 
land ;  their  influence  was  increased 
by  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of 
princes  of  the  empire  j  they  were  en-  | 


gaged  in  constant  wars  with  their 
neighbours,  and  were  latterly  entan- 
gled in  perpetual  feuds  with  their  sub- 
jects at  home.  These  bold  burghers, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  owea  their 
existence  and  prosperity  to  the  con- 
vent, became,  in  the  end,  restive  un- 
der its  rule.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
15th  century  the  land  of  AppenzeU 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  abbot ;  at 
the  Reformation  St.  GaU  itself  became 
independent  of  him;  and  in  1712  the 
ecclesiastical  prince  was  obliged  to 
place  the  convent  under  the  protec- 
tion of  those  very  citizens  whose  an- 
cestors had  been  his  serfs. 

The  French  Revolution  caused  the 
secularization  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
sequestration  of  its  revenues  followed 
in  1805.  The  last  abbot,  Pancratius 
Forster,  died  in  1829,  a  pensioner  on 
the  bounty  of  others,  in  the  convent 
of  Muri. 

The  Abbey  Church,  now  cathedral, 
was  so  completely  modernized  in  the 
last  century  that  it  possesses  little  to 
interest  the  stranger. 

The  vast  b'uildmgs  of  the  deserted 
Monastery  date  from  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries ;  and  the  part  of  it  which 
formed  the  abbot's  Palace  (Die  Pfalz) 
now  serves  for  the  public  offices  of  the 
Government  of  the  canton.  In  it  is 
preserved  the  Convent  Library  (Stifts 
Bibliothek),  which  still  contains  many 
curiosities,  such  as  numerous  Latin 
classics,  MSS.  of  the  10th  and  11th 
centuries,  Greek  New  Testament  of 
the  10th  century.  Psalms  of  the  9th 
century,  various  ancient  MSS.  either 
from  Ireland  or  transcribed  by  Irish 
monks ;  also  a  MS.  of  the  Niebelungen 
Lied,  and  many  letters  relating  to  the 
Reformation.  . 

The  finest  edifice  is  the  Orphan  Rouse, 
outside  the  town,  to  the  KW. 

At  the  Casino  Club  will  be  found  an 
excellent  reading-room. 

The  Freudenberg,  the  neighbouring 
mountain  on  the  W.  of  the  town,  com- 
mands from  its  summit,  about  2  m.  off, 
a  fine  panorama,  including  the  lake  of 
Constance  and  the  mountains  of  St. 
Gall  and  Appenzell,  with  the  Sentis 
at  their  heacC  A  carriage-road  leads 
up  to  the  inn  on  the  top. 
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Diligences  go  from  St.  Gall  daily  to 
Constance  (3  times) ;  to  Zurich,  by 
Winterthur  (in  8J  hrs.)  ;  to  Glarus 
(in  8  hrs.)  ;  to  Feldkirch,  bv  Alt- 
stetten ;  to  Bregenz  and  Innsbruck ; 
to  Coire,  by  Rorschach,  Alstetten,  and 
thence  to  Milan  by  the  Spliigen  and 
Bernardin. 

Excursion, — "A  one-horse  chaise 
(Einspanner)  costs  5  fl.  24  kr.  from 
St.  Gall  to  Trogen,  Gais,  A«penzell, 
Weissbad,  and  back  to  St.  Gall — a  de- 
lightful day's  drive."— B. 

The  posting  tariff  for  Canton  St.  Gall 
is  given  in  the  Introduction  (§  5). 


ROUTE  67. 

CONSTANCE — OR  ST.  GALL  TO  COIRE,  BY 
RORSCHACH,  RHEINECK,  RAQATZ,  AND 
THE  BATHS  OF  PFEFFERS. 

23  leagues  =  69  Eng.  m.  from  St. 
Gall.  Persons  bound  from  Constance 
to  Feldkirch  may  travel  post  cheaper 
and  quicker  than  by  the  steamer,  which 
does  not  proceed  direct  to  Bregenz, 
and  stops  at  many  places  on  the  way. 
Rorschach  (8  leagues  from  Constance) 
is  as  near  to  Feldkirch  as  Bregenz. 

This  road  is  supplied  wim  post- 
horses  (see  Introduction,  §  5).  It  is 
traversed  by  Diligences  twice  a  day  in 
12  hrs.  Travellers  posting  should  en- 
deavour to  reach  Hof  Ragatz  in  one 
day,  as  the  intermediate  stations  are 
not  good  sleeping-places. 

There  is  a  direct  and  very  interest- 
ing road  (Rte.  68),  though  hilly,  from 
St.  Gall  to  Altstetten,  avoiding  the 
detour  by  Rorschach  and  the  l&e  of 
Constance.  The  pedestrian,  with  the 
aid  of  a  guide,  may  reach  Coire  by 
Appenzell,  crossing  the  mountains  to 
Wildhaus  (Rtes.  68  and  71). 

2|  Rorschach  —  Inns:  Hirsch,  mo- 
derate—/. 0.;  Post  (Krone).  This 
little  lake-port  and  tonfm  of  1650  In- 
hab.  is  the  principal  corn-market  in 
Switzerland,  held  on  Thursday.  The 
grain  required  to  supply  the  greater 
part  of  the  Alpine  districts  of  N.  Swit- 
zerland is  imported  from  Suabia,  in 
boats,  across  tne  lake,  and  is  deposited 
temporarily  in  large  warehouses  here. 
Much  muslin  is  nmde  at  Rorschach. 


Steamboats  go  daily  between  it  and 
Friedrichshafen  in  Wurttemberg;  and 
the  steamers  from  Constance  and  Lin- 
dau  also  touch  here  regularly,  corre- 
sponding with  the  diligences  to  Milan,  . 
Augsburg,  Ulm,  Stuttgart,  and  Mii- 
nich.  The  deposits  of  the  Rhine  are, 
it  is  said,  forming  themselves  into 
shallows  between  Rorschach  and  lin- 
dau,  which  may  soon  impede  the 
direct  navigation  of  the  lake  between 
these  two  places.  On  the  slope,  a 
little  above  the  town,  is  the  large 
dilapidated  building,  called  Statthal- 
tery,  or  Marienberg,  a  palace  once  of 
the  proud  abbots  of  St.  GaU,  now  a 
government  School,  Its  Gothic  cloister, 
and  vaulted  refectory  with  bas-reliefs, 
deserve  notice  (date  1513).  It  com- 
mands a  fine  view  from  its  terrace. 
Near  it,  perched  on  a  projecting  sand- 
stone rock,  is  the  desolate  Castle  of  St. 
Anne,  with  its  square  keep.  From 
the  top  of  the  hill,  behind  Rorschach 
(1  hour's  walk),  you  may  obtain  a 
view  over  the  whole  lake  of  the  influx 
of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bregenz. 

Skirting  the  foot  of  low  hills  clad 
with  vineyards,  beneath  which  the 
yellow-bellied  pumpkins  may  be  seen 
oasking  in  the  sun,  the  road  passes 
along  under  the  shade  of  fruit-trees, 
but  soon  quits  the  margin  of  the  lake 
to  cross  the  flat  delta  of  the  Rhine, 
The  district  around  the  mouth  of  the 
river  abounds  in  marsh,  and  is  by  no 
means  healthy. 

2  Rheineck — (Inn :  Brochet  (Post), 
clean,  but  dear;  necessary  to  make  a 
bargain) — a  village  of  1370  inhab.,  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  Rhine,  about  4  m. 
above  its  embouchure,  situated  under 
vine-clad  hiUs.  There  are  several 
other  castles  on  the  neighbouring 
heights. 

St.  Margarethen,  a  pretty  village 
completely  embowered  m  a  grove  of 
walnut  and  fruit  trees,  is  situated  near 
the  Aiistrian  ferry ,  over  the  Rhine,* 
which  must  be  crossed  in  going  to 
Feldkirch,  Bregenz,  or  Lindau  (see 
Hand-book  for  S,  Germany)  *  but  it 
is  not  passable  after  dark.    Our  road 

*  Stages  ttom  Rheineck  to  Hohen  Ems  li 
post— Feldkixch  1  post. 
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leaves  it  on  the  L,  and  turns  soon 
afterwards  due  S.  up  the  valley  of  the 
Bhine,  through  a  highly  cultivated 
country  rich  in  grain,  especially  maize, 
and  abounding  in  orchards.  Only 
the  low  grounds  on  the  immediate 
margin  of  the  river  are  iiat  and  un- 
healthy marsh,  interspersed  with 
gravel-beds,  which  the  traveller  should 
get  over  as  fast  as  possible,  on  account 
of  malaria.  The  Bnine  here  is  a  wide, 
shallow,  muddy,  and  unsteady  stream, 
constantly  changing  its  channel  and 
overflowing  its  banks :  it  is  not  navi- 

fated  except  by  wood  rafts,  which 
oat  down  it. 
[The  road  from  Feldkirch  to  Coire 
is  considerably  more  interesting  for 
its  scenery  than  that  on  the  L  (Swiss) 
side  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  expense  of 
posting  is  reported  to  be  less.  It 
runs  through  Feldkirch  (crossing  the 
HI),  through  the  small  principality  of 
Lichtenstein  — Vaduz  —  JBalzers — and 
over  the  Luziensteig  by  Mayenfeld  to 
Coire.  (See  Handbook  S.  Germany.)  ] 
3|  Altstetten — {Tnns:  Post;  toler- 
able; Babe  (Corbeau),  miserable) — 
a  town  of  6429  Inhab.,  in  a  fruitful 
neighbourhood,  and  in  a  lonely  spot 
oommandine  views  of  the  Alps  of  Vo- 
irarlberg.  The  postmaster  at  Altstet- 
ten has  no  pretence  to  make  you  take 
on  additional  horses  either  to  Senn- 
wald  or  Bheinegg:,  and  he  ought  to  be 
resisted.  There  is  a  road  from  this 
over  the  hiU  of  Stoss  to  Appenzell,  by 
Gais  (Bte.  68)  and  St.  Gall,  3  leagues: 
very  steep,  but  quite  practicable  for 
light  carriages.  It  takes  2  hours  to 
reach  the  top  with  leaders.  The  view 
from  it  over  the  Alps  of  the  Vorarl- 
berg  is  fine,  and  the  route  interesting. 
Another  road,  over  the  Buppen,  leads 
in  3  hrs.  to  St.  GaU,  by  Trogen  (pp. 
194,  5).  The  female  inhabitants  of 
the  lower  Bheinthal  are  all  diligently 
occupied  in  tambouring  muslin;  much 
of  which  ?oes  over  to  England. 
Oberied— (/nn;  H.  du  ChevaL) 
SX  Sennwald — a  village  at  the  foot 
of  the  Kamor  (5320  ft.  high,  3  hours' 
walk),  commanding  a  fine  view  over 
the  Alps  of  Appenzell,  Vorarlberg, 
and  Grisons.  Down  to  the  17  th  cen- 
tury, the  district  which  we  now  tra- 


verse belonged  to  the  powerful  barons 
of  Hohen  Sax,  many  of  whose  castles, 
reduced  to  ruins  by  the  Appenzellers, 
may  still  be  discerned  upon  the  heights 
on  the  W.  of  the  Bhine  valley.  One 
of  this  family,  a  brave  and  noble 
soldier,  and  a  Protestant,  escaped  with 
difiiculty  from  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  at  Paris,  and  on  his 
return  home  was  murdered  by  his 
nephew.  After  this  foul  deed,  it  is 
the  popular  belief  that  the  blessing  of 
God  was  withdrawn  from  the  race:  it 
is  certain  they  never  prospered.  In 
1616  their  vast  domains  were  sold  to 
Zilrich,  and  the  family  became  ex- 
tinct soon  after.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  is  stiU  preserved  in  a 
perfect  condition,  in  a  coffin  with  a 
glass  lid,  dried  like  a  mummy,  under 
the  church-tower  of  Sennwald.  This 
circumstance,  and  the  story  connected 
with  it,  have  given  to  the  remains  a 
reputation  for  sanctity ;  so  that,  though 
a  Protestant,  the  Catholics  have  stolen 
some  of  the  limbs  as  relics,  and  once 
actually  carried  off  the  body  across 
the  Bhine;  it  was,  however,  speedily 
reclaimed. 

H  Werdenberg — (Inn:  Kailfhaus) 
— ^was  the  seat  of  a  noble  family  of 
that  name,  who  played  an  important 
part  in  early  Swiss  history.  The 
Stammschhssy  the  cradle  of  the  race, 
still  stands  in  good  preservation  above 
the  town.  A  cross  road  runs  hence 
through  the  vale  of  To^genburg,  and 
past  Wildhaus,  Zwingh's  birthplace, 
to  Schaffhausen  (Bte.  71). 

2 J  Sewelen  (Inn :  Traube,  poor)  to 
Wildhaus  is  2^  posts,  and  to  WaUen- 
stadt  2^  posts.  **Bt.  on  the  height 
the  ruined  castle  Wartau;  1.  beyond 
the  Bhine,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lu- 
ziensteig pass,  Schloss  Guttenburg.  In 
the  background  rises  the  grey  head  of 
the  Falkniss  with  its  chaplet  of  snow : 
the  whole  landscape  is  splendid,  grand, 
and  fuU  of  variety."--B. 

Sargans  (described  in  Bte.  14), 
which  we  pass  a  little  on  the  rt. :  the 
roads  from  the  Grisons,  and  from 
Zilrich,  meet  that  from  St.  Gall. 

3|  Bagatz— -/nns ;  Hof  Bagatz,  ori- 
ginally the  summer  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  now  a  bathing  establish- 
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ment,  and  supplied  with  water  from 
the  hot  springs  of  Pfeflfers,  conveyed 
hither  in  wooden  pipes,  12,500  feet 
long;  a  large  house  with  a  fine  view: 
table-d'hote  at  12,  56  kr.;  dinner  at 
other  hours — in  the  salle,  1  fl.  40  kr., 
in  private  2  fl.,  wine  not  included. 
Breakfast — tea  or  coffee,  honey,  bread, 
and  butter — in  the  saUe,  20  kr.,  in  pri- 
vate 24  kr. ;  a  wax-light,  30  kr. ;  pri- 
vate baths,  30  kr.  These  charges  are 
now  observed  only  towards  persons 
staying  in  the  house  to  take  the  baths, 
and  for  passing  travellers  the  charges 
are  the  same  as  at  other  inns  in  Switz- 
erland.— Hotel  de  la  Tamina.  Ragatz 
is  a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  gorge  (tobel),  through 
which  the  torrent  Tamina  issues  out 
to  join  the  Rhine.  It  thrives  from  its 
central  position  at  the  junction  of  the 

freat  roads  from  Ziirich,  St.  GaU, 
eldkirch,  Coire,  and  Milan,  to  all 
which  places  Diligences  run  daily,  and 
from  its  vicinity  to  the  mineral  springs 
of  Pfeflfiers,  which  cause  it  to  be  much 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place,  espe- 
cially since  the  gloomy  and  uncom- 
fortable old  baths  have  been  supplanted 
by  the  cheerful  new  establishment. 

No  one  should  omit  to  visit  the 
Old  Baths  op  Pfeffers  (properly 
Pfaflfers),  situated  a  little  way  up 
the  vale  of  the  Tamina,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  spots  in  Switzerland,  and 
now  made  accessible  by  a  car-road 
cut  in  the  rocks  of  the  gorge.  The 
distance,  not  being  more  than  2^  m., 
is  performed  in  |  of  an  hour,  and  it 
takes  only  20  minutes  to  return.  Those 
who  are  able  should  walk;  you  may 
reach  the  baths  within  an  hour  on 
foot,  and  so  miss  none  of  the  beauties. 
The  charge  for  a  char  to  drive  thither 
at  the  hotel  is  5  frs.,  in  the  village 
4  frs.  It  is  a  delightful  walk,  the 
scenery  very  romantic;  the  torrent 
forming  water-falls  at  every  step,  and 
floating  down  the  logs  of  wood.  Much 
of  the  interest  and  original  singu- 
larity of  the  spot,  however,  is  de- 
stroyed by  the  improvement  of  the 
access  to  it. 

The  Old  Baths  are  situated  in  two 
large  piles  of  building  connected 
together  by  a  chapel.    They  are  built 


on  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock,  a  few  feet 
above  the  roaring  Tamina,  and  so 
deeply  sunken  between  the  rocks  that 
they  may  be  said  to  be  half  buried;  so 
that  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  sun 
appears  above  them  only  from  10  to  4. 
Formerly  provisions  and  heavy  goods 
were  conveyed  into  the  house  oy  a 
crane  perched  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff, 
which  lowered  its  burthen  through  a 
trap-door  in  the  roofl 

The  hot  springs  of  Pfeffers  were 
not  known  to  the  Romans.  There  is 
a  story  that  they  were  discovered  by 
a  hunter,  who,  having  entered  into 
the  abyss  of  the  Tamina,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  game,  remarked  the  column 
of  vapour  arising  from  them.  For 
many  years  nothmg  was  done  to  fa- 
cilitate access  to  them,  and  patients 
desirous  of  profiting  by  their  nealing 
virtues  were  let  down  to  the  source 
from  the  cliffe  above,  by  ropes,  and, 
in  order  to  reap  as  much  benefit  as 
possible,  were  accustomed  to  pass  a 
week  together,  both  day  and  night,  in 
them,  not  only  eating  and  drinking, 
but  sleeping,  under  hot  water,  instead 
of  under  blankets.  The  cause  of  the 
virtue  of  the  water  is  not  very  evi- 
dent, as  a  pint  contains  scarcely  3 
grains  of  saline  particles  ;  it  has  a 
temperature  of  about  98®  Fahrenheit 

The  situation  of  the  old  baths  is 
both  gloomy  and  monotonous,  hem- 
med m  between  dripping  walls  of 
rock,  and  shaded  by  dank  foliage, 
with  only  a  narrow  strip  of  sky  over- 
head, and  with  small  space  or  faci- 
lities for  locomotion  and  exercise, 
unless  the  patient  will  take  the  road 
to  Ragatz  or  scale  the  sides  of  the 
vaUey  above  him.  To  one  fi^sh 
arrived  from  the  u|)per  world,  its 
meadows  and  sunshine,  a  visit  to 
Pfeffers  has  all  the  effect  of  heing  at 
the  bottom  of  a  well  or  a  mine.  The 
atmosphere  is  kept  at  one  regular 
temperature  of  chilliness  by  the  per- 
petual draught  brought  down  by  the 
torrent ;  and  the  soutary  and  impri- 
soned ray  of  sunshine  which  about 
noon,  and  for  an  hour  or  two  after- 
wards, finds  its  way  into  these  re* 
cesses,  is  insufficient  to  impart  warmth 
or  cheerfulness.    It  is  to  be  presumed 
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that  few  English  travellers  woTild  be 
disposed  to  make  any  stay  here.  A 
passing  visit  of  a  few  hours  wiU 
satisfy  the  curiosity  of  most  persons. 
•No  one,  however,  should  depart  with- 
out visiting  the 

Source  of  the  hot  spring, 

A  few  yards  above  the  old  baths, 
the  sides  of  the  ravine  of  the  Tamina 
contract  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
so  as  to  approach  within  a  few  feet 
of  each  other;  a  little  farther  they 
even  close  over  and  cover  up  the 
river,  which  is  seen  issuing  out  of  a 
cavernous  chasm.  The  springs  are 
reached  through  the  bath-house, 
whence  a  bridge  of  planks  across 
the  Tamina  leads  to  the  entrance, 
which  is  closed  by  a  door.  The 
bridge  is  prolonged  into  the  gorge, 
in  the  shape  of  a  scaffolding  or  shelf, 
suspended  by  iron  stanchions  to  the 
rocks,  and  partly  laid  in  a  niche  cut 
out  of  the  side.  It  is  carried  all  along 
the  chasm  as  far  as  the  hot  spring, 
and  affords  the  only  means  of  ap- 
proach to  it,  as  the  sides  of  the  rent 
are  vertical,  and  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  room  between  them  and  the  torrent, 
for  the  sole  of  a  foot  to  rest.  For- 
merly the  passage  was  along  two, 
sometimes  one  plank,  unprotected  by 
railings  ;  at  present  a  platform,  4  feet 
wide,  furnished  with  a  nand-rail,  ren- 
ders the  approach  to  the  spring  easy 
for  the  most  timid,  and  perfectly  free 
from  risk.  Each  person  pays  24  kr. 
for  admittance.  A  few  yards  from 
the  entrance,  the  passage  is  darkened 
by  the  overhanging  rock.  The  sud- 
den chill  of  an  atmosphere  never 
visited  by  the  sun*s  rays,  the  rushing 
and  roaring  of  the  torrent,  30  or  40 
feet  below,  the  threatening  position  of 
the  rocks  above,  and  the  trembling 
of  the  planks  on  which  you  tread, 
have  a  grand  and  striking  effect ;  but 
this  has  been  diminished  by  modem 
improvements,  which  have  deprived 
the  risit  to  the  gorge  of  even  the 
semblance  of  danger.  In  parts,  it  is 
almost  dark,  where  the  sines  of  the 
ravine  overlap  one  another,  and  ac- 
tually meet  over-head,  so  as  to  form  a 
natural  arch.      The  rocks  in  many 


places  show  evident  marks  of  having 
been  ground  away,  and  scooped  out  by 
the  rushing  river,  and  by  the  stones 
brought  down  with  it.  For  several 
hun(&ed  yards  the  river  pursues  an 
almost  subterranean  course,  the  roof 
of  the  chasm  being  the  floor,  as  it 
were,  of  the  valley.  In  some  places 
the  roots  of  the  trees  are  seen  dangling 
through  the  crevice  above  your  head, 
and  at  one  particular  spot  you  find 
yourself  under  the  arch  of  the  natural 
bridge  leading  to  the  staircase  men- 
tioned farther  on.  Had  Virgil  or 
Dante  been  aware  of  this  spot,  they 
would  certainly  have  conducted  their 
heroes  through  it  to  the  jaws  of  the 
infernal  regions. 

The  shelf  of  planks  extends  more 
than  i  m.  from  the  baths.  At  its  ex- 
tremity, at  the  bottom  of  a  cavern  in 
the  rocks,  rises  the  hot  spring ;  its 
temperature  being  about  100®  Fah- 
renheit ;  it  is  received  into  a  reservoir 
nearly  15  feet  deep,  from  which  it  is 
conducted  in  pipes  to  the  baths.  The 
first  baths  were  miserable  hovels, 
built  over  the  spring,  and  suspended, 
like  swallows'  nests,  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  :  the  only  entrance  to  them  was 
by  the  roof,  and  the  sick  were  let 
down  into  them  by  ropes  and  pulleys. 
The  springs  generally  cease  to  flow 
in  winter,  but  burst  forth  again  in 
spring  ;  they  are  most  copious  when 
the  snow  has  fallen  in  abundance,  and 
continue  till  autumn,  after  which 
their  fountains  are  again  sealed.  The 
water  has  little  taste  or  smell ;  it 
bears  some  resemblance,  in  its  mi- 
neral contents,  to  that  of  Ems,  and  is 
used  both  for  bathing  and  drinking. 

After  emerging  from  the  gorge,  at 
the  spot  wherehe  entered  it,  at  the  oath- 
house,  the  traveller  may  ascend  the 
valley  above  it,  as  far  as  the  staircase 
(Stiege),  reached  by  a  natural  bridge 
of  rock,  beneath  which  the  Tamina, 
out  of  sight  and  hearing  from  above, 
forces  its  way  into  the  gorge  of  the 
hot  springs.  Ascending  this  stair- 
case, formed  of  trunks  of  trees,  you 
reach  an  upper  stage  of  the  valley, 
formed  of  gentle  slopes,  and  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  on  one  side,  and 
with  thick  woods  on  the  other.     The 
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two  sides  are  separated  by  the  deep 
gash  and  narrow  gorge,  along  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Tamina  forces 
its  way.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
point  for  obtaining  a  general  view  of 
the  baths  and  this  singular  spot  in 
which  they  are  sunken.  On  looking 
over  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  you 
perceive,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
at  the  depth  of  300  feet  below,  the 
roofs  of  the  two  large  buildings,  like 
cotton  factories,  in  size  and  structure. 
The  upper  valley,  also,  with  its  carpet 
of  bright  green,  its  woods,  and  the 
bare  limestone  cliffs  which  border  it 
on  either  hand,  and  above  all,  the 
huge  peak  of  the  Falkniss,  rising  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Bhine,  form 
a  magnificent  landscape. 

A  path  runs  from  llie  natural  bridge 
li  m.  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina, to 

The  Convent  of  Ffeffers,  a  vast  edi- 
fice, but  not  otherwise  remarkable  : 
it  was  built  1665,  in  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  encloses  a  church 
in  the  centre,  like  all  the  convents  of 
the  Benedictine  order.  It  is  finely 
placfed  on  an  elevated  mountain-plat- 
form, commanding,  on  one  side,  the 
valley  of  the  Khme,  backed  by  the 
majestic  Falkniss  ;  on  the  other,  open- 
ing out  towards  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt  and  the  peaks  of  the  Sieben 
Kurfursten.  This  Benedictine  mo- 
nastery, founded  713,  was  suppressed, 
after  an  existence  of  10  centuries,  in 
1838,  by  a  decree  of  the  government 
of  the  canton  of  St  Gall,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  finances  of  the  convent 
having  become  involved,  and  at  the 
request  of  a  majority  of  the  brethren. 
**  The  Government  pensioned  the  ab- 
bot and  the  monks;  agents  of  the 
canton  took  possession  of  the  convent 
and  all  that  belonged  to  it,  and  have 
converted  it  into  a  lunatic  asylum." 

The  convent  once  possessed  a  very 
extensive  territory;  its  abbots  were 
princes ;  but  the  French,  as  usual,  ap- 
propriated their  revenues;  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  French  rule,  but  a 
small  part  of  their  property  was  re- 
stored to  them,  including  the  baths. 
This  is  now  appropriated  to  pious 
works,  the  education  of  the  people,  &c. 


The  revenues  of  the   convent  were 
valued  at  216,365  Swiss  florins. 

Near  the  convent  stands  the  ruined 
castle  of  Wartenstein, 

The  Kalanda,  or  Galandaberg  (the 
mountain  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina, above  the  old  baths,  which  se- 
parates the  valley  from  that  of  the 
Rhine),  is  sometimes  ascended  on  ac- 
count of  the  view  from  its  top — a 
S-hours'  walk.  Many  other  interest*- 
ing  Excursions  may  be  conveniently 
made  from  Hof  Ragatz: — a.  To  Lu- 
ziensteig,  a  remarkable  fortified  pass, 
beyond  the  Rhine,  1^  league  from 
Ragatz,  between  the  Flaschberg  and 
the  Falkniss.  The  ascent  of  the 
Fldschherg  is  not  difficult  from  Luzien- 
steig,  and  the  view  from  its  top,  and 
down  the  tremendous  precipice  which 
scarps  one  side  of  it,  is  very  striking. — 
b.  To  the  Prattigau  and  Fideris  (Rte. 
81),  returning  by  the  Schalfik.— c.  To 
the  top  of  the  Gram  H&mer,  an  ascent 
requiring  5  hours — 8760  ft. — whence 
you  may  see  the  Lake  of  Constance 
over  the  peaks  of  the  Kurfiirsten. — 
d.  There  is  a  path  from  Pfeffers  direct 
to  Reichenau,  the  post  station  beyond 
Coire,  up  the  valley  of  the  Tamina, 
crossing  at  its  head  the  pass  La  Foppa 
am  Kunkelsy  a  walk  of  about  24  m. 
Another  footpath  leads  up  the  Kal- 
feuser-Thal  to  Glarus,  15  m.  (Rte.  76). 

Diligences  from  Ragatz  to  ZUrich 
daily,  11  hours; — to  St.  Gall  twice  a 
day  by  Rorschach,  and  once  by  Utz- 
nach  and  Toggenburg; — to  Constance, 
to  Feldkirch; — to  Coire,  twice  a  day; 
— to  Milan,  daily; — to  Bellinzona,  by 
the  Bemardin,  daily. 
♦  The  pedestrian  traveller,  going  from 
the  old  baths  to  Coire,  need  not  return 
to  Ragatz,  but  may  proceed  by  the 
Convent  of  Pfeffers,  whence  a  path 
strikes  down  directly  to  the  bridge 
over  the  Rhine,  called  Untere  ZoU- 
Brucke,  a  walk  of  about  2  hours. 

A  char-^-banc,  with  one  horse,  from 
Ragatz  to  Coire  costs  10  zwanzigers, 
from  Ragatz  to  "Wallenstadt  4  fl. 

The  high  road  from  Ragatz  runs 
along  the  L  bank  of  the  Rhine  as  far 
as  the  Untere  Zoll-Briicke  (Lower 
Toll-bridge),  the  only  bridge  on  the 
Rhine  between  the  Lake  of  Constance 
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and  Reichenau.  It  was  entirely  swept 
away  by  the  tremendous  flood  in  the 
autumn  of  1834,  which  did  immense 
injury  to  the  valley.  In  crossing  this 
bridge,  the  traveller  passes  out  of  can- 
ton St  Gall  into  the  Grisons.  The 
valley  of  the  Rhine  has  a  grand  ap- 
pearance from  this  point.  The  peak  of 
the  Falknissis  a  conspicuous  and  strik- 
ing object  in  the  view  to  the  N.E.  The 
Rhine  alone  is  unpicturesque,  from 
the  width  of  its  bed  and  the  large 
space  of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  left 
bare  in  summer.  Its  bed  is  constantly 
rising,  so  as  to  threaten  more  fearful 
inundations;  and  a  plan  has  been 
proposed  of  cutting  a  new  channel  for 
its  unruly  stream,  from  this  point  as 
ftir  as  the  Lake  of  Constance.  A 
short  way  above  the  bridge,  the  Land- 
quart,  an  impetuous  torrent,  descend- 
ing from  the  valley  of  Prettigau,  enters 
the  Rhine.  The  road  up  it  is  described 
in  Rte.  81. 

Beyond  this,  the  Convent  of  Pfeflfers 
is  visible  from  the  road;  the  snowy 
heights  of  the  Galanda  rise  into  sight 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
and  the  ruins  of  feudal  castles,  ^rched 
upon  rocky  knolls,  overlooking  the 
valley,  give  a  highly  picturesque  cha- 
racter to  the  scene.  One  of  the  most 
conspicuous  is  Haldenstein,  nearly  op- 
posite Coire. 

4 J  Coire  (Germ.  Chur;  Romansch, 
Quera.) — Inns :  Weisses  Kreutz  (White 
Cross),  good;  intelligent  host: — Post, 
or  Freyeck,  very  good  also.  Capri- 
corn, or  Steinbock,  outside  the  town, 
very  civil  people,  and  a  moderate  and 
good  house.  The  wine  of  the  Valte- 
Bne  is  generally  consumed  in  the  Gri- 
sons, but  Complitir,  which  grows  on 
the  Rhine,  near  Malans,  is  very  good, 
and  should  by  aU  means  be  tried  here. 

The  capital  of  the  Grisons,  the 
Curia  Rhcetorum  of  the  Romans,  is  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  5000  Inhab. 
^500  Rom.  Catholics),  about  a  mile 
trom  the  Rhine.  Its  prosperity  arises 
almost  entirely  from  the  high  roads 
upon  which  it  stands,  which  form  the 
channel  of  communication  from  Italy 
into  Switzerland  and  Western  Ger- 
many, and  unite  the  great  commercial 
towns  of  Milan  and  Genoa,  south  of  the 


Alps,  with  Ziirich  and  St.  GaU  on  the 
north.  Coire  is  the  staple  place  of  the 
goods  transported  over  the  two  great 
Alpine  carrit^e  roads  of  the  Spliigen 
and  Bemardin.  It  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  of  the  Grisons;  a 
member  of  which  claims  the  title  of 
"  Your  Wisdom  "   ("  EuerWeisheit  ")• 

The  town  has  narrow  streets,  and 
stands  on  uneven  ground,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  magmficent  Glen  of  the 
Schalfik-thal;  some  curious  domestic 
architecture  will  be  found  in  it.  The 
Bishop's  Palace  and  the  quarter  around 
it,  inhabited  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
occupy  the  summit  of  an  eminence, 
and  are  separated  from  the  rest  by 
walls  and  battlements,  closed  by  two 
fortified  gates.  Here  is  situated  the 
Ch,  of  St.  Lucius^  or  the  Dom^  a  very 
singular  Byzantine  building,  the  oldest 
parts  of  which  date  from  the  7th  cen* 
tury.  The  detached  portal,  its  sculp- 
tures, and  the  monsters  which  support 
its  piUars  and  form  the  capitals,  are 
very  curious — "they  are  tne  proto- 
types of  those  existing  in  the  Lom- 
bard churches."  The  statues  of  the 
Pour  Evangelists  standing  upon  lions, 
and  similar  specimens  of  sculpture 
in  the  very  curious  crypt,  are  pro- 
bably as  old  as  the  fourth  century, 
and  exhibit  traces  of  the  Prankish 
period.  Within,  there  are  one  or  two 
singular  old  paintings.  In  the  sacristy 
are  preserved  the  bones  of  St.  Lucius, 
"a  British  king,  according  to  the 
*  English  Martyrologie,'  and  the  foun- 
der of  St  Peter's  Ch.,  ComhUl,"  and 
one  or  two  specimens  of  church  plate, 
a  bishop's  crozier,  a  monstrance  of  the 
14th  century.  The  crypt  has  arches 
of  very  wiae  span  supported  by  a 
single  pillar,  the  oase  beinga  monster. 

The  Episcopal  Palace  (Hof ),  near 
the  church,  is  an  antique  building ; 
the  staircase  and  halls  are  singulany 
decorated  with  stucco  work  ;  and  the 
chapel,  within  a  tower,  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  earliest  specimens  of  Chris- 
tian architecture.  Coire  is  the  oldest 
bishopric  in  Switzerland.  Behind  the 
Palace  is  a  kind  of  ravine,  lined  with 
vinevards,  across  which  a  path  leads 
to  the  Roman  Catliolic  Seminary,  from 
which  is  a  picturesque  view  of  the  town. 
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Besides  the  roads  from  Coire  to 
Italy,  by  the  Spliigen  (Rte.  88)  and 
Bemardin  (Rte.  90),  and  those  to 
Zurich  and  St.  Gall,  and  along  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Rhine  to  Feldkirch 
and  Bregenz,  several  new  lines  lead  in 
different  directions  through  the  Ori- 
sons. A  carriage  road  between  Coire 
and  the  Engadine,  over  the  Julier  Pass, 
is  now  finished.    (See  Rte.  82.) 

Diligences  every  day  to  Ziirich  in 
13^  hours  (Rte.  14),  communicating 
with  steamers  on  the  lakes  ofWallen- 
stadt  and  Ziirich ;  to  Milan,  by  the 
Splugen,  in  29  hrs.  (you  may  sleep  at 
Cniavenna,  and  reach  Milan  the  auer- 
noon  of  the  second  day,  by  steamer 
and  rail  from  Como) ;  to  Bellinzona,  by 
the  Bemardin,  in  17  hrs. ;  to  Lindau, 
by  Feldkirch  and  Bregenz,  in  13  hrs.; 
to  St.  GaU  (twice)  in  12  hrs. ;  to  Sa- 
maden  (daily)  in  15  hrs. 

Post-horses  are  kept  on  all  the  great 
high  roads  leading  from  Coire  through 
the  Grisons  and  canton  of  St  Gall. 
The  postmaster  at  Coire  will  furnish 
travellers  with  a  printed  tariff  of  the 
charges  and  distances.  (See  also  In- 
troduction, §  5.) 

The  Eomansch  Language, 

A  newspaper  is  printed  at  Coire  in 
the  Lingua  Romanscha,  a  dialect  pe- 
culiar to  the  Grisons  and  neighbour- 
ing alpine  country  of  Tyrol,  derived, 
like  the  Italian,  Spanish,  and  French, 
from  the  Latin,  but  corrupted  by  the 
admixture  of  other  languages.  In  this 
remote  part  of  Europe  it  has  kept  its 
ground  since  the  destruction  of  the 
Roman  empire.  It  is  said,  however, 
to  be  gradually  disappearing  before 
the  German  language. 

It  may  be  divided  into  at  least  three 
distinct  dialecfs  :  —  1.  The  Ladin, 
spoken  in  the  Lower  Engadine  and 
vale  of  Miinster  :  it  comes  nearest  to 
the  Latin,  and  is,  perhaps,  not  very 
dissimilar  from    the    vulgar    tongue 

rken  by  the  Roman  peasantry,  as 
cribedby  Livy.  2.  TheRomansch 
of  the  Upper  Engadine,  the  valleys  of 
Bregaglia,  Oberhalbstein,  Schams,  &c. 
3.  The  patois  of  the  Grison  highland- 
ers  in  the  vale  of  the  Vorder  and  Hin- 
ter  Rhine. 


The  difference  between  the  three 
may  be  shown  in  the  following  trans- 
lation of  the  first  sentence  in  the  Lord's 
Prayer : — 

Pater  noster  qui  es  in  coe]is. 

1.  Bab  noss,  qual  ca  ti  eis  entschiel, 
&c. 

2.  Pap  noss,  quel  tii  est  en  eel,  &c. 

3.  Pap  noss,  quel  chi  esch  in'ls  eels, 
&c. 

The  word  Rhein  in  Romansch 
means  running  water. 

According  to  a  very  obscure  tradi- 
tion, the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the 
chain  of  Rhsetian  Alps  are  the  de- 
scendants of  some  Tuscan  fugitives, 
driven  out  of  Etruria  by  inroads  of  the 
Gauls.  Many  curious  resemblances 
have  been  traced  between  the  exist- 
ing names  of  obscure  villages  of  these 
remote  valleys  and  those  of  places  in 
ancient  Etruria  andLatium — asLavin, 
Lavinium ;  Thusis,  Tuscia ;  Ardez, 
Ardea;  Romein,  Roma;  Falisc,  or 
Flasch,  Falisci;  Madullein,  Jfedti^/mwm; 
Peiest,  FcBstum ;  Umbrien  and  Mount 
Umbrail,  Umbria, 

Owing  to  the  scanty  literature,  there 
being  but  few  printed  books,  except  a 
translation  of  the  Bible,  one  or  two  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  a  few  other 
books,  the  Romansch  language  is  not 
rich  in  words.  From  the  circumstance, 
however,  of  its  having  been  made  the 
language  of  the  pulpit  at  the  Reforma- 
tion, when  the  greater  part  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  Grisons  became  Pro- 
testant, it  has  kept  its  ground  till  the 
present  day. 

The  whole  of  Romansch  literature 
may  be  comprised  in  about  30  books, 
mostly  religious  works,  including  the 
Bible,  Liturgy,  and  catechisms.  The 
first  grammar  and  dictionary  of  the 
Romansch  language  was  published  by 
a  clergyman  named  Conradi  at  Zu- 
rich, in  1820  and  1823.  In  1836  a 
newspaper,  called  H  Grischum  Ro- 
mansch, was  printed  in  the  Romansch 
dialect  at  Coire. 

History  and  Government  of  the  Gri- 
sons,— The  government  of  the  Grisons 
deserves  some  consideration  from  the 
traveUer. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
conspiracy  on  the  GriiUi,  in  1307,  and 
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the  exploits  of  Tell,  gave  freedom  to 
the  whole  country  now  called  Switzer- 
land, or  even  influenced  more  than  a 
very  small  part  of  it — the  Forest  can- 
tons— except  in  as  far  as  such  a  spirit- 
stirring  example  is  capable  of  mflu- 
encing  the  minds  of  a  neighbouring 
people.  For  more  than  a  century  after 
the  first  Swiss  union,  that  part  of  the 
country  of  Rhsetia  now  called  Grisons 
groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  almost 
numberless  petty  lords,  wno,  though 
they  possessed  but  a  few  acres  of  land, 
or  even  no  more  than  the  number  of 
square  feet  on  which  their  castle  stood, . 
yet  assumed  the  rights  of  independent 
sovereignty,  waging  perpetual  petty 
war  with  their  neighbours — oppress- 
ing their  own  subjects,  and  pillaging 
all  travellers  —  the  ancient  form  of 
levying  duties  and  customs.  The  best 
notion  of  the  state  of  society  which 
existed  during  this  period  of  the  Fau- 
strecht  (club  law),  may  be  formed 
from  the  quantity  of  feudal  ruins 
which  stud  not  only  the  main  valleys 
of  the  Bhine,  but  even  the  lateral  val- 
leys and  gorges  of  the  Khsetian  Alps. 
At  last  a  day  of  retribution  came. 
The  peasants  rose  in  revolt  and  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  the  nobles — with  less 
violence  than  might  be  expected, 
chiefly  because  the  great  ecclesiastical 
potentates,  the  Bishop  of  Coire,  the 
Abbots  of  St.  GaU  and  Dissentis,  and 
some  of  the  more  influential  barons, 
sided  with  the  peasants,  directing,  in- 
stead of  opposing,  the  popular  feeling. 

The  result  of  this  was  a  Bhsetian 
Confederacy,  quite  distinct  from  the 
Swiss  Confederacy,  composed  of  Three 
Leagues  (Biinden)  —  the  Upper,  or 
Grey  League  (Ober,  or  Graue  Bund), 
1424  (named  from  the  simple  grey 
home-spun  coats  of  those  by  whom  it 
was  formed)  ;  the  League  of  God's 
House  (Ca  D^  in  Bomansch,  in  Germ. 
Gotteshaus  Bund),  so  called  from  the 
church  of  Coire,  the  head  and  capital 
of  this  league,  1396  ;  and  the  League 
of  the  Ten  Jurisdictions  (Zehn-Ge- 
richte),  of  which  Mayenfeld  is  chief 
town  (1428). 

The  government  produced  by  this 
revolution  presents,  perhaps,  the  most 
remarkable  example  the  world  has  yet 
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seen  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
and  of  universal  suffrage.  Not  only 
every  valley,  but  in  some  cases  every 
parish,  or  even  hamlet,  in  a  valley,  be- 
came an  independent  commonwealth, 
with  a  government  of  its  own,  with 
peculiar  local  administrative  rights  and 
privileges,  in  many  instances  existing 
at  the  present  day.  Sometimes  one  of 
these  free  states,  sometimes  several  to- 
gether, form  a  commune  or  schnitze, 
fiteraUy  slice  (gemeinde  or  gericht)  ; 
each  commune  has  its  own  general 
assembly,  in  which  every  citizen  of  the 
age  of  18,  sometimes  younger,  has  a 
vote,  and  by  which  the  magistrates 
and  authorities,  down  to  the  parson 
and  schoolmaster,  are  elected.  A 
number  of  communes  forms  a  Hoch- 
Gericht,  imder  a  magistrate  styled 
Landamman,  Podesta,  or  Landvogt. 
Above  this  comes  the  Diet  of  the 
League  ;  and  above  all,  the  Diet  of 
the  Three  Leagues.  There  are  stiU 
26  Hoch-Gerichts  :  the  number  of 
communes  was  49  ;  that  of  the  smaller 
communities  is  not  known.  Amidst 
such  a  labyrinth  of  government — a 
complication  of  machinery,  wheel 
within  wheel — ^it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  any  government  could  have 
been  carried  on  ;  and  we  accordingly 
find  the  history  of  the  Grisons  little 
better  than  a  long  series  of  bickerings, 
feuds,  revolts,  conspiracies,  massacres, 
intri^es,  and  peculations.  The  wisest 
decisions  of  tne  diet  of  the  canton 
were  annulled  or  frustrated  by  the 
votes  of  the  general  assemblies,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  interest  or  caprice  of 
the  most  influential  popular  leader 
might  sway  these  meetings  at  the  mo- 
men  t.  Two  great  famiSes,  those  of 
Planta  and  De  Salis,  in  the  end,  long 
monopolised  the  chief  influence,  as 
well  as  the  patronage  and  offices  of 
the  federal  government. 

Such,  then,  was  the  practical  result 
of  this  democracy  of  the  purest  form 
«»  theory. 

The  Grisons  weve  united  with  the 
Swiss  confederation  in  1803,  and  are 
represented  by  a  deputy  in  the  diet. 
The  Three  Leases  are  stiU  composed 
of  26  high  jurisdictions  (Hoch-Ge- 
richte),  each  possessing  its  own  con- 
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stitution,  which  often  differ  entirely 
from  one  another.  The  supreme  fede- 
ral government  of  the  canton  is  vested 
in  the  great  council  of  70  members 
which  meets  at  Coire. 

ROUTE  68. 

ST.  GALL  TO  ALTSTETTEN  AND  COIRE 
BY  THE  BATHS  OF  GAIS,  APPENZELL, 
AND  THE  PASS  OF  THE  STOSS,  WITH 
EXCURSIONS  TO  THE  WEISSBAD,  THE 
WILDKIRCHLEIN,  AND  THE  HOCH 
SENTI8. 

There  are  2  roads  from  St.  Gall  to 
Altstetten — by  Gais,  or  by  Trogen 
(the  shorter  of  the  two),  and  either 
of  them  is  a  shorter  way  from  St. 
Gall  to  the  Spliigen  than  that  by 
Borschach  (Rte.  67),  and  is  perfectly 
practicable  for  a  light  carriage.  The 
excursion  to  Appenzell  may  oe  made 
from  Gais.  It  is  a  striking  and  in» 
teresting  route. 

The  canton  Appenzell  lies  somewhat 
out  of   the   beat  of  travellers,  com- 
pletely surrounded  (enclave)  by  the 
territory  of  canton  St,  Gail,  and  shut 
in,  at  its  S.  extremity,  by  the  Alps  ; 
on  which  side  no  great  hi^h  roads 
pass  through  it.    Appenzell  itself  ties 
m  a  cul-de-sac  of  the  mountains,  ex- 
cept for  such  as  will  take  the  difficult 
paths  over  the  hi^h  Alps  and  glaciers. 
Qn  this  account,  it  is  but  tittle  visited 
by  Engtish  travellers.    The  canton  is 
divided  into  2  parts  or  districts,  called 
Mhoden,    quite    independent   of   each 
other,  but  enjoying  only  one  vote  at 
the  diet.      Outer  Rhoden  is  a  very 
thickly  peopled  district,  having  8781 
inhab«  to  the  Germ.  sq.  mil6,  who  are 
Protestants.    These    are    almost  ex- 
clusively   engaged    in   manufactures, 
chiefly  of  cotton,  mustin,  tambouring, 
&o.    Inner  Rhoden,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  land  of  herdsmen  ;  its  high  and 
bleak  mountains  produce  nothing  but 
rich  pasturac^e  and  sweet  ^ass,  upon 
which  vast  herds    of  catue  are  fed. 
The  gov«mment,  in  both  states,  is  a 
pure  democracy  :    the    General  As- 
sembly, or  Landesgemeinde,  is  com^ 
posed  of  every  male  bom  in  the  can- 
ton. The  retigion  is  the  Rom.-Cathotic. 
In  traveltin^  through  this  somewhat 


primitive  district,  two  unusual  objects 
may  attract  the  traveller's  attention, — 
the  piUory,  by  the  road-side,  furnished 
with  a  collar  (carcan),  a  hole  for  the 
neck,  a  padlock,  and  a  chain  ;  and 
the  bone-house,  or  ossuaire^  in  the 
churchyards,  destined  to  receive  the 
skulls  and  bones,  which,  after  lying 
a  certain  number  of  years  below 
ground,  are  dug  up  to  make  room 
for  others;  and,  havmg  been  ticketed 
and  labelled  with  the  names  of  their 
owner,  are  laid  out  for  show  on  shelves 
in  the  bone-house. 

There  is  an  appearance  of  pro- 
sperity, of  cleanliness  and  neatness  in 
Ausser  Rhoden,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ing. The  green  hill-sides  to  their 
very  top  are  studded  with  cheerful 
looking  houses,  the  dwellings  of  the 
peasants.  The  villages  of  Trogen, 
Teuffen,  and  Speicher  are  highly  in- 
teresting, for,  though  the  houses  are  of 
wood,  they  are  tastily  and  comfort- 
ably built,  and  most  of  them  with  a 
wefl-tended  garden  before  them.  In 
fact  maay  persons  of  ample  fortune 
reside  in  these  tittle  towns,  much  of 
the  Swiss  mustin  being  made  or  em- 
broidered here  for  St.  Gall  houses. 
Every  cottage  is  filled  with  females 
assiduously  busied  in  embroidery. 

St,  GaU(Rte.  66)  to  Appenzell,  by 
Gais,  4f  leagues  as  12f  Eng.  m. 

Gais  to  ^tstetten,  ^  leagues  =ssl  4^ 
Eng.  m. 

The  road  quits  the  canton  of  St. 
GaU  and  enters  that  of  Appenzell 
(Ausser^Rhoden)  a  tittle  before  reach- 
ing, by  an  excellent  but  hiUy  road, 

1|  Teuffen— (/WW ;  Hecht,  good  ; 
Bar).  The  inhabitants  of  this  flourish- 
ing village  of  neat  cottages  are  chiefly 
engaced  in  the  manufacture  and  em- 
broicfery  of  muslin.  Grubenmann,  the 
carpenter^  who  built  the  celebrated 
bridfi^  of  one  arch  at  Schaffhausen, 
was  Dom  here,  and  built  the  Ch. 

If  Gais  —  Tims ;  .Ochs  ;  —  Krone. 
Lamm,  small,  biit-elean.  Rooms,  4  fl. 
to  10  fl.  weekly  ;~.table-d'h6te,  1  fl.  ; 
whey,  20  kr.  daily — it  is  brought  from 
the  high  Alps  every  morning.  The 
bread  is  very  good  here.  This  tittle 
village  of  neat  timber  cottages,  mostly 
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converted  into  lodging-honses  by  the 
peasants  their  owners,  irregularly  scat- 
tered over  lawn-like  meadows,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  open  country,  with  nothing 
but  green  pastures  around,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  2900  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 
Yet  the  reputation  of  its  pure  and 
bracing  air,  and  of  its  cure  of  goat's 
whey  Qnolkenkur ;  cure  de  petit  lait), 
annually  attract  hither  many  hundred 
invalids  from  all  parts  or  Europe  ; 
and  during  the  season,  in  July  and 
August,  the  principal  inns  are  eene- 
ral^full.      ^        ^  ^ 

"Die  peasants'  houses  are  particu- 
larly clean,  trindy  painted  outside,  as 
though  they  had  just  issued  from  a 
bandbox. 

Gals  lies  in  view  of  the  Sentis  and 
its  chain ;  a  noble  object ;  and  at 
the  S.  side  of  the  Gabris.  The  view 
from  the  top  of  that  mountain  is  de- 
iightfrd,  and  may  be  attained  with 
little  trouble,  in  1  hr.,  on  horseback. 
Guide  1  fl. 

The  native  songs  of  the  oow-herds 
and  dairy-maids  of  Appenzell  are 
hirfily  melodious. 

There  is  a  char-road  from  Gais  to 
Herisau  (see  Rte.  69),  about  5  hrs. 
walk. 

2  m.  to  the  E.  of  Gais,  on  the  road 
to  Altstetten,  is  the  Chapel  of  Stoss, 
erected  on  the  summit  of  the  steep 
pass  leading  down  to  the  Bhine  Thai, 
to  commemorate  the  almost  incredible 
victory  gained  by  400  men  of  Appen- 
zell over  3000  Austrians  in  1405.  The 
Archduke  of  Austria  and  the  Abbot 
of  St  Gall  had  hoped  to  t«ke  the 
Swiss  by  surprise  with  this  preponde- 
rating force.  But  a  handful  of  the 
mountaineers,  under  the  conduct  of 
CJount  Budolph  of  Werdenberg,  as- 
sembled in  haste,  gave  them  battle, 
and  defeated  the  invaders,  with  a  loss 
of  900  men,  losing  only  20  of  their 
own  party.  The  olood  of  the  slain 
discoloured  the  motmtain  -  torrent 
which  flowed  past  the  battle-field  as 
far  as  its  influx  into  the  Bhine.  The 
view  from  the  Stoss  over  the  valley  of 
the  Bhine,  2000  ft  below,  and  of  the 
snowy  mountains  of  Tyrol  and  Vo- 
rarlberg  beyond,  is  of  the  highest 
beauty. 


A  very  steep  descent  leads  from  the 
Stoss  to  Altstetten.  You  hire  a  spare 
skid  at  the  top  of  the  hiU,  and  go 
down  with  both  wheels  locked.  From 
Stoss  to  Altstetten,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Bhine,  is  1  hour's  drive,  about  5  m. 
It  takes  2  hrs.  to  ascend.  (See  p.  187.) 

The  other  road  from  St.  Gall  to 
Altstetten  (an  excellent  and  less  hilly 
one)  is  carried  over  the  Buppen,  4{ 
leagues  =3  14^  ^ng.  m.  by  Trogen,  a 
neat  little  town,  whose  environs  are 
charming.  A  diligence  to  Eeldkirch 
follows  it :  time  3^  hrs.  with  6  horses. 

Coire.  (Bte.  67.) 

It  is  a  distance  of  3^  m.  S.W.  (there 
is  a  footpath  shorter)  from  Gais  to 

2  Appenzell — Inns:  Hecht  (Pike), 
best;  Weisses  Kreutz;  respectable  but 
homely  farm-houses.  Thoueh  the 
chief  place  of  the  district  of  Inner 
Bhoden,  this  is  but  a  large  viUase 
of  1400  Inhab.,  consisting  of  old 
houses,  with  two  convents,  and  a  mo- 
dem church  attached  to  a  Gothic  choir, 
painted  with  representations  of  ban- 
ners and  flags  taken  by  the  Appen- 
zellers  in  the  15th  cent.,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable  in  it.  It  derives 
its  name  from  the  country-seat  of  the 
Abbot  of  St.  Gall  (Abten-zelle,  Ab- 
batis  Cella),  having  been  anciently 
built  here,  when  the  country  around 
was  an  uninhabited  solitude. 

The  Lcmdesgememde,  or  Assembly  o£ 
the  canton,  meets  on  a  square,  near  a 
lime-tree,  every  year.  In  the  Becord 
Office,  Archwy  are  preserved  a  number 
of  banners,  conquered  by  the  Appen- 
zellers  of  old,  and  the  only  surviving 
trophies  of  their  valour.  Here  are 
tiie  flags  of  Constance,  Winterthur, 
Feldkirch  ;  the  Tyrolese  banner  and 
free  ensign,  inscribed  **  Hundert  Tau- 
send  Teufel,"  conquered  at  Landek, 
1407  ;  the  Genoese  banner  of  St. 
George,  and  two  captured  from  the 
Venetians,  1516,  in  the  battle  of 
Agnadel, 

A  remarkable  change  greets  the 
traveUer,  on  entering  ]£»man  Catholic 
Inner  Bhoden,  from  Protestant  Outer 
Bhoden.  He  exchanges  cleanliness 
and  industry  for  filth  and  beggary. 
What  may  IIb  the  cause  of  this  is  not 
K  2 
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a  subject  suitable  for  discussion  here. 
The  Appenzellers  are  passionately 
fond  of  gymnastic  exercises;  and  a 
^art  of  every  holiday  is  devoted  to 
wrestling  ana  boxing  matches.  Hurl- 
ing the  stone  is  another  frequent  ex- 
ercise. A  mass  ef  rock,  varying  in 
weight  from  half^to  a  whole  cwt.,  is 
poised  on  the  shoulder,  and  then  cast 
forward  a  distance  of  several  feet. 
In  1805  a  man  of  Umasch  hurled  a 
stone,  weighing  184  lbs.,  10  ft.  The 
Appenzellers  are  also  capital  shots: 
riMe-matches  are  held  in  summer  on 
almost  every  Sunday,  and  the  crack- 
ing reports  resound  on  all  sides. 
The  laws  of  the  canton  (especially  of 
Outer  Bhoden)  restrict  dancing  to  3 
or  4  days  of  the  year;  but,  as  the 
people  are  much  addicted  to  this 
amusement,  the  law  is  frequently  in- 
fringed, and  the  peasants  will  often 
cross  the  frontier  of  the  canton  in 
order  to  enjoy  unmolested  their  fa- 
vourite amusement. 

There  is  a  road  from  Appenzell  to 
Herisau  (Route  69)  by  Gonten. 

About  2^  m.  S.E.  of  Appenzell  is 
Weisabadf  "a  homely  boarding-house 
and  bathing  establishment,  situated  in 
a  beautiful  and  retired  spot,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Sentis,  surrounded  by 
groimds,  from  which  walks  lead  up 
the  mountains.  The  house  is  capable 
of  accommodating  120  visitors,  but 
the  visitors  and  accommodation  are 
inferior  to  those  at  Gais." 

In  addition  to  the  cure  of  goat's 
whey,  there  are  mineral  springs  at 
Weissbad,  and  the  bath-houses  con- 
tain 80  baths. 

Three  small  torrents,  the  Baren 
(or  Sentis)-bach  E.,  the  Schwande- 
bach  S.,  and  the  WeissbachW.,  issuing 
out  of  3  Alpine  valleys  deeply  furrowed 
in  the  sides  of  the  Sentis,  in  whose 
glaciers  they  take  their  rise,  unite  at 
Weissbad,  and  form  the  river  Sitter. 
About  5  m.  up  the  middle  valley, 
1^  hour's  walk,  is  the  singular 
hermitage  and  chapel  of  the  Wiid- 
kirchlein.  It  is  reached  by  crossing 
the  Al{>ine  pasture  of  the  Bodmen- 
alp,  which,  m  spite  of  its  elevation, 
is  in  summer  a  perfect  garden,  un- 
folding   a  treasure  to  the    botanist, 


and  affording  the  sweetest  herbage  to 
the  cows. 

In  a  recess  scooped  out  of  the  face 
of  a  precipice,  170  ft  above  these 
pastures,  a  little  chapel  has  been 
perched.  It  was  built  1756  by  a  pious 
inhabitant  of  Appenzell,  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Michael,  and  on  that 
saint's  day  mass  is  celebrated  here 
annually.  A  bearded  Capuchin  oc- 
cupies the  hermitage  adjoining,  and 
will  conduct  strangers  throu^  the 
lon^  caverns  hung  with  stalactites, 
which  perforate  the  mountain  behind 
his  dwelling.  The  pilgrimage  will  be 
repaid  by  the  charming  prospect 
from  the  window  which  he  opens. 

From  this  rocky  vault  you  issue  out 
upon  another  fine  pasturt^e,  the  Eben- 
alp,  5090  ft  above  the  sea-level,  com- 
manding a  far  more  extensive  and  a 
different  view,  extending  over  the 
lake  of  Constance  and  the  Suabian 
hills. 

The  Sentis,  the  highest  mountain  in 
Appenzell,  7700  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level,  may  be  ascended  from  Weiss - 
bad  in  6  hours.  The  view  from  the 
top  is  much  extolled,  and  a  panorama 
or  it  has  been  engraved.  Various 
paths  lead  up  to  it ;  the  best  and 
easiest,  which  is  also  perfectly  safe  in 
the  company  of  a  guide,  leads  by  way 
of  the  Meglisalp — Inn — (3  stunden); 
Wagenliicke  (2  stunden);  to  the  simi- 
mit,  where  is  an  Inn  (1  stunde),  a  walk 
of  nearly  20  m. 

In  1832,  an  engineer  named  Buch- 
muUer,  while  making  trigonometrical 
observations  on  the  summit,  accom- 
panied by  a  servant,  was  struck  bj 
lightning.  The  shock  took  away  his 
senses,  and  he  remained  in  that  state 
nearly  an  hour;  when  he  came  to 
himself  he  found  his  servant  dead 
beside  him,  and  himself  so  severely 
injured  in  one  of  his  legs,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  danger 
he  could  crawl  down  to  the  near- 
est human  habitation.  There  is  a 
path  by  Briillisau,  and  from  thence  by 
the  Kamor  or  by  the  Hohkasten,  from 
Weissbad  to  Sennewald  in  the  Rhein- 
thal,  in  5  hours. 

The  paths  are  not  to  be  tried  with- 
out a  guide.    The  summit  of  the  £a- 


Switzerland,  route  69. — ST.  gall  to  rapperschwyl.    herlsau.   197 


mor  commands  a  remarkable  pano- 
rama. Eyen  from  the  paths  to  Senne- 
wald,  the  traveller  has  a  delightful 
prospect  over  the  Sentis  and  Canton 
Appenzell  on  one  side,  and  over  the 
lake  of  Constance,  Tyrol,  and  the 
Rhine,  on  the  other.  A  3rd  path 
leads  over  to  Sax  in  the  Rheinthal 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  Fakler  See 
at  the  head  of  the  SantisthaL 

A  steep  and  rather  difficult  but  not 
dangerous  path  leads  S.  over  the 
ridge  of  the  Sentis  by  the  Kra^alp 
from  Weissbad  to  Wildhaus,  the  birth- 
place of  Zwingli,  in  Toggenburg  (Rte. 
71),  a  distance  of  20  m. 


ROUTE  69. 

ST.  GALL  TO  RAPPERSCHWYL  ON  THE 
LAKE  OF  ZiJRICH,  BT  HEINRICHSBAD 
AND  HERISAU. 

13|  leagues  =  30}  Eng.  m. 
Diligence  daily   to  ^Si^erschwyl ; 
twice  a-day  to  Herisan. 

There  is  apost  road  from  St.  Gall  by 
IJ  posts,  FlawyL 
2*    —    Lichtensteg. 
1*    —    Utznach. 

About  4  m.  from  St.  Gall,  a  little 
beyond  the  village  of  Bruegen,  the 
road  crosses  the  gorge  of  the  Sitter 
by  the  magnificent  Krdtzeren  Briicke, 
a  bridge  590  ft.  long,  and  85  ft.  above 
the  stream.  Here  the  post  road  by 
Flawyl  strikes  off.  A  httle  after  we 
enter  canton  Appenzell. 

About  a  mile  to  the  E.  of  Herisau 
is  the  watering-place  called  Hevn- 
richsbad.  The  Badhaus  is  the  most 
ele^nt  establishment  of  the  sort  in 
Switzerland,  after  Schintznach,  sur- 
rounded by  agreeable  pleasure- 
grounds,  the  creation  of  one  Hein- 
rich  Steiger,  a  rich  manufacturer. 
Two  springs  rising  out  of  gravel,  and 
variousl;^  impregnated  with  iron,  car- 
bonic acid,  &c.,  are  used  for  drinking, 
and  to  supply  the  baths.  Goats* 
whey  and  asses'  nulk  are  also  fur- 
nished to  those  invalids  for  whom 
they  are  prescribed.  Accommodation 
in  a  cowhouse  is  provided  for  invalids 
suffering  from  diseases  of  the  chest. 


The  neighbourhood  is  exceedingly 
picturesque. 

2J  Herisau. — Inns :  Lowe  (Lion),  the 
best; — Hecht  (Brochet). 

Herisau,  the  flourishing  and  indus- 
trious chief  village  of  the  Protestant 
district  of  Appenzell,  called  Ausser- 
Rhoden,  contains  2200  Inhab.,  stands 
2334  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  is  advan- 
tageously situated  at  the  junction  of 
two  streams,  the  Glatt  and  Briihl- 
bach,  which  turns  the  wheels  of  its 
numerous  manufactories.  **  It  is  a 
very  singular  place  from  its  extraor- 
dinary irregularity  of  construction, 
and  is  quite  unlike  any  other  town  in 
Switzerland.''  There  are  beautiful 
wfdks  on  the  surrounding  heights; 
two  of  them  are  topped  by  ruinous 
castles,  the  Rosenberg  and  Rosen- 
burg,  which,  according  to  the  story, 
were  once  connected  together  by  a 
leathern  bridge,  The  lower  part  of  the 
Church  Tower,  in  which  the  Archives 
are  deposited,  is  the  oldest  building 
in  the  canton,  dating  probably  from 
the  7th  century. 

The  articles  chiefly  manufactured 
here  are  muslins,  cottons,  and  silk,  the 
last  a  recent  introduction :  10,200  per- 
sons are  employed  in  Ausser-Rhoden 
in  weaving  muslins,  and  a  very  large 
number  in  embroidering  them. 

The  Ilundswyler  T^l,  a  very  singular 
gorge  or  chasm,  de^  and  wild,  about 
3i^  m.  from  Herisau,  deserves  to  be 
visited. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Herisau 
to  Appenzell  (Route  68),  by  Wald- 
stadt  (1}  hours):  Umasch  (IJ),  and 
Gonten  (1):  in  all  5  stunden  »=  16^  m. 

Through  an  undulating  country,  we 
reach  the  frontier  of  Appenzell,  and 
re-enter  that  of  its  grasping  neigh- 
bour, St  Gall,  before  arriving  at 

2  Feterzell:  3  m.  beyond  the  ruined 
Castle  of  Neu-Toggenbur^  lies 

2  Lichtenstes,  (Tnn:  Krone,)  a 
town  of  744  Inhab.  on  the  rt,  bank  of 
the  Thur,  the  ancient  county  of  Toe- 
genburg.  A  picturesque  and  hand- 
some old  Place,  composed  of  lofty 
buildings  with  porticoes,  forms  the 
principal  street.  The  2  roads  to 
Ziiricn  by  Flawyl  aud  Herisau  unite 
here. 
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Opposite  "Wattweil  (Inns:  Bossli; 
Toggenburg),  a  pretty  manufacturing 
TiUage,  about  1^  m.  farther,  stand 
the  convent  of  Santa  Maria  and  the 
Castle  of  Iberg. 

The  road  soon  after  surmounts  the 
steep  ascent  of  the  ridge  of  Himmel- 
walcL  From  its  top  a  beautiful  pros- 
pect expands  to  view;  in  front  the 
lake  of  Ziirich,  with  the  castle,  town, 
and  bridge  of  Eapperschw^l,  in  full 
relief  on  its  margin;  behmd  it  the 
pine-clad  and  snow-topped  Alps  of 
bchwytz  and  GUurus;  on  the  E.  the 
remarkable  peaks  of  the  Sieben  Kiih- 
firsten,  and  behind  the  fertile  vale  of 
Toggenburg.  The  road  divides  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  hill;  those 
bound  for  Glarus  or  WaUenstadt  take 
its  1.  branch,  leading  to  Utznach : — ^we 
follow  the  rt.  to  Eschenbach,  and 

7  Rapperschwyl  (Rte  14.),  whence 
steamers  to  Ziirich  3  times  a-day. 


EOUTE  71. 

8CHAFFHAUSEN   TO    COTRE    BY  TOGOEN- 
BURG  AND  WILDHAUS. 

33^  leagues  =  100  Eng.  m.  Dili- 
gence 2  or  3  times  a-week. — B. 

From  Wyl  to  Coire  the  road  is  sup- 
plied with  post-horses. 

A  good  carriage-road  leads  through 
Schlatt  and  Neusom  to 

6  j  Frauenfeld,  in  Boute  9. 

Si  Wyl  (Inn :  Post),  a  little  town  of 
1064  Inhab.,  in  the  valley  of  the  Thur, 
distant  about  a  mile  from  its  1.  bank. 
We  here  leave  on  the  1.  the  road  to  St. 
Gall,  and  continue  up  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Thur,  as  far  as  Dietfurth. 

At  Gonzerbach,a  little  before  lich- 
tensteg,  a. small  and  nearly  solitary 
Inn  (flirsch),  by  the  roadside,  offers  a 
convenient  resting-place  for  travellers 
passing  from  Schaffhausen  to  the 
Grisons;— clean  beds,  but  charges  ex- 
orbitant. 

4AWattwyl. 

Ebnat. — Toggenburg j  as  the  long  and 
fertile  valley  of  the  Thur  is  called,  ex- 
tends for  nearly  40  m.,  fipom  Wyl  up 
to  the  source  of  that  river,  "  and  a 
splendid  specimen  of  a  Swiss  valley  it 
is,  embracmg  within  its  range  almost 


all  the  various  features  of  Alpine 
scenery,  save  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
tract  of  level  alluvial  bottom  to  be 
found  in  its  whole  extent;  its  sides 
being  everywhere  steep  or  undulat- 
ing.'^— T.  F.  It  is  bounded  by  hi^h 
mountains;  on  the  N.  by  the  Sentis, 
and  on  the  S.  by  the  peaks  of  the  KUh- 
firsten.  It  was  anciently  governed  by 
counts  of  its  own.  WTien  their  line 
became  extinct,  1436,  the  district  was 
claimed  by  canton  Ziirich.  In  the 
feud  which  ensued  the  Zurichers  were 
worsted;  it  fell  to  the  abbot  of  St. 
Gall;  and,  since  1805,  forms  part  of 
canton  St.  Gall.  It  is  thickly  peopled ; 
its  inhabitants,  an  industrious  race, 
are  chiefly  occupied  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  muslin  and  cotton. 

2|  Neslau. — Inn :  Krone. 

The  inn  is  said  to  be  good  at  Alt 
St.  Johann.  An  extra  horse  up  the 
ascent 

Upon  the  high  ground  dividing  the 
valley  of  the  Thur  from  that  of  the 
Bhine,  stands  the  remote  village 

3J  Wildham — (Iwn :  Krone,  good), 
3450  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
at  the  S.  base  of  the  Sentis.  It  is  re- 
markable as  the  birthplace  of  the  Swiss 
reformer,  Ulrich  ZwingU.  The  house 
in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  (Jan.  1, 
1484)  still  exists;  it  is  an  humble  cot- 
tage of  wood;  its  walls  formed  of  the 
stems  of  trees,  its  roof  weighed  down 
by  stones  to  protect  it  from  the  wind. 
It  has  resisted  the  inroads  of  time  for 
more  than  350  years;  and  the  beams 
and  trunks  which  compose  it  are  black 
with  age.  Zwingli's  fietmily  were  huin- 
ble  peasants;  he  quitted  home  when 
10  years  old,  to  go  to  school  at 
Bale. 

Wildhaus  to  Sennewald  4f  leagues. 

The  road  descends  into  the  valley 
of  the  Bhine  near  Grabs,  and  soon 
after  reaches 

Werdenberg,  which,  with  the  follow- 
ing stations,  is  described  in  Boute  67. 

2 J  Sevelen. 

32  BagatE. 

4f  CotVtf,  in  page  101. 
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ROUTE  72. 

WESEN  TO  GLAEUS,  THE  BATHS  OF 
8TACHELBERG,  AND  THE  PANTEN- 
BRtiCKE.— PASS  OF  THE  KLAUSEN  TO 
ALTORF. 

Wesen  to  Glarus  3  leagues. 

A  diligence  leaves  Wesen  fat  Gla- 
rus on  the  arriyal  of  the  diligence  from 
Ziirich  daily.  It  is  a  drive  of  14  hour; 
2  hours  more  to  Lint-thai,  and  again 
2  hours  on  foot  to  the  Pantenhriicke. 
Diligences  run  daily  from  Glarus  to 
Lachen  (Inn :  Ours),  a  village  of  1200 
Inhab.,  on  the  margin  of  the  Lake  of 
Ziirich,  where  coaches  to  Ziirich,  Lu- 
cerne, and  St.  GaU  cross  and  take  on 
passengers. 

The  canton  of  Glarus  consists  of  one 
great  Alpine  valley,  and  of  several 
secondary  or  tributary  valleys,  branch- 
ing off  from  it,  and  penetrating  deep 
into  the  high  Alps.  There  is  but  one 
carriage-road  into  it,  which  terminates, 
after  a  distance  of  6^  leagues  =:  19^ 
Enff.  m.,  at  the  baths  of  Stachelberg; 
an^  except  for  pedestrians,  there  is 
no  egress  save  the  portal  which  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abounding  in  very  wild 
scenery. 

The  road  from  Wesen  crosses  the 
Linth  canal  (Route  14,  p.  32)  by  the 
Ziegelbriicke,  and  passes  the  jaws  of 
the  valley  of  Glarus,  flanked  by  preci- 
pices almost  perpendicular,  and  backed 
hy  the  vast  mass  and  snowy  head  of 
the  Glarnisch  Mountain. 

The  road  from  Zurich  and  Rapper- 
schwyl  to  Glarus  passes  through 
Lachen  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Lake  of 
Ziirich,  and  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
Linth  canal  to  Nieder-Umen,  where 
that  from  Wesen  joins  it. 

li  Ndfels  —  (/WW  .•  Hirsch  ;  -- 
Schwerdt) — ^in  the  gorge  of  the  vaUey, 
a  villsj^  of  1800  Iimab.,  and  the  chief 
place  in  the  Roman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  battle-field  of 
some  celebrity.  11  simple  stones,  set 
up  on  the  m^ow  of  Reuti,  hard  by, 
mark  the  spot  where,  in  1388,  1300 
men  of  Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000 
Austrians,  who,  having  taken  Wesen 
by  treachery,  had  burst  into  the  can- 
ton,   ravaging   and   plundering   the 


country  as  they  advanced.  When 
tidings  of  this  reached  the  ears  of 
Matthias  am  Buhl,  the  lands-captain, 
he  hastily  collected  a  handful  of  shep- 
herds, and  not  only  checked  the  career 
of  the  foragers,  in  spite  of  the  dispro- 
portion of  numbers,  but  after  1 1  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rocks  discharffed  from  jjrecipices  above, 
which  threw  me  Austrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  finally  repulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of  2500  of  their  number  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
Nafels  is  still  celebrated  through  the 
canton  by  an  annual  festival.  An  en- 
gagement took  place  at  Nafels,  in  1799, 
between  the  Austrians  and  French. 

From  Mollis,  the  village  opposite 
Nafels,  the  river  Linth  is  conducted 
into  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  tb^ 
artificial  canal  constructed  by  Escher 
(see  p.  31).  In  the  churchyard  of 
Mollis  the  heroes  of  Nafels  are  buried. 

The  vaUey  of  the  Linth  is  subject 
to  much  danger  and  injury  from  its 
sudden  rises,  and  the  swelling  of  its 
tributary  torrents.  The  broad  fringe 
of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  visiUe 
on  both  sides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  wiU  show 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  at 
times  converted  into  a  lake;  and  the 
little  patches  of  gpround,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  cultivate,  are  at  once 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mountains  of  this  oistrict  abound 
in  caverns,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  every 
gorge  and  hollow  sends  forth  a  raging 
torrent. 

1^  Olarus,  or  Glaris — (Inns:  Aigle 
d'Or,  not  large,  but  very  comfortable; 
Rabe).  This  little  village,  the  capital 
of  the  canton,  is  chiefly  remarkable 
for  its  secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Glarnisch  and  Schilt,  encompassed 
and  shut  in  by  the  Alps,  whose  bare 
and  bleak  precipices  and  tops  contrast 
remarkably  with  the  milder  verdure 
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about  their  base.  The  inhabitants, 
4320  in  number,  are  distinguished  by 
their  industry  and  enterprise,  which 
has  converted  Glarns  into  a  place  of 
manufactures,  especially  of  cotton, 
printing  of  muslins,  &c.  They  are 
reported  to  retain  that  simplicity  of 
manners  which  their  seclusion  from 
the  rest  of  the  world  would  lead  one 
to  expect. 

They  possess  a  Club  (Casino),  a 
modem  house  of  fine  masonry,  and 
a  Free  School  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  houses,  chiefly  of  stone, 
and  many  of  them  ancient,  are  fre- 
quently ornamented  outside  with  fresco 
paintings.  In  the  old  Eathhaus  is  some 
fine  painted  glass,  and  enormous  horns 
#f  steinbock  decorate  the  antichamber. 
The  Gothic  church  is  open  to  Protestant 
and  Romanist  alike.  Zwingli  was  the 
pastor  here,  1506  to  1546.  The  linth 
is  crossed  by  two  bridges. 

The  name  Glarus  is  said  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  Jlilarius,  a  saint  to  whom  a 
shrine  was  built  among  these  moun- 
tains at  a  very  early  period. 

Diligence  to  Lachen,  where  it  meets 
the  coach  from  St.  Gall  and  Lucerne 
to  Zurich. 

There  is  one  manufacture  peculiar 
to  the  canton  Glarus,  that  of  the 
green  cheese  called  Schabzieger,  It 
owes  its  peculiar  appearance,  smell, 
and  flavour,  to  an  herb  (Melilotus 
eserulea;  bluemelilot;  Germ.  Honig- 
klee),  which  is  partly  cultivated  for 
this  purpose  ^n  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  partly  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
ground  to  powder,  and,  in  that  state, 
mixed  with  the  curds,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  3  lbs.  of  the  herb  to  100  lbs.  of 
curds.  The  cheese  is  said  to  be  made 
of  cows'  milk,  like  any  common  cheese, 
and  not  of  goats'.  The  curds  are 
brought  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
having  a  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porate with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  resembling  that  used  for  making 
cider.  After  being  thoroughly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  for  an  hour  or  two, 
it  is  fit  for  -pressing.    The  cheese  is 


ripe  for  use  after  a  twelvemonth's 
keeping.  A  large  quantity  of  it 
is  exported  to  America;  and  the 
manumcture  of  it  is  considered  a 
lucrative  trade.  The  natives  attribute 
ij;s  peculiar  character  to  some  virtue 
in  the  pastures  on  which  the  cows 
are  fed. 

Many  mountain  paths  ramify  in 
various  directions  from  Glarus. 

a.  The  pass  of  the  Pn^l  (a  horse- 
path) to  Schwy  tz,  by  the  Klonthal  and 
the  Muotta-tnal;  the  former  a  most 
beautiful  pastoral  valley,  a  tributary  of 
the  Linth;  the  finest  part  of  it  is  not 
more  than  8  m.  from  Glarus. — (Route 
75.) 

6.  Thepassofthe  JT/aus^to  Altorf. 
— (Described  below.) 

0.  4  passes  into  the  Valley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhine: — 

(a)  To  Dissentis  over  the  Sandfim 
(8999  ft.)  13  stunden. 

Si)  To  Brigels,  by  the  Ltmmemthal 
Kistengrat  (8650  ft)— (R  73). 


(c)  To  Panix,  by  the  Panixer  pass, 
9  St.:  a  horse-path;  much  snow. 

(d)  To  Films,  by  the  Segnes  pass, 
8}  St. 

The  most  interesting  excursion  is 
that  to  Linththal  and  Stachelberg,  up 
the  vallev  of  the  Linth,  where  first  the 
Glamisch,  and,  higher  up,  the  Dodi, 
with  their  snowy  satellites,  are  objects 
of  extreme  grandeur  and  beauty. 

A  ^od  road  leads  up  the  valley  of 
the  Lmth,  about  13  miles,  to  the  vil- 
lage of 

3^  Lint-thai  (Thn ;  Lowe.  Resorted 
to  only  by  the  peasantry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood.) The  Diligence  crosses  the 
river  below  Lint-thai,  leaving  it  on 
one  side.  Strangers  proceed  f  m.  far- 
ther to  the  hanasome  Hotel  and  Baths 
of  Stachelberg^  an  excellent  and  most 
comfortable  house,  built  on  an  emi- 
nence in  this  remote  spot,  surrounded 
by  torrents,  rocks,  and  glaciers.  It 
has  greatly  risen  in  repute  as  a  water- 
ing-place, and  on  account  of  the  ex* 
quisite  beauty  of  its  situation,  and  the 
virtues  of  its  concentrated  alkaline 
sulphureous  spring,  which  distils,  drop 
by  drop,  firom  a  fissure  in  the  Braun- 
ber^,  is  much  resorted  to.  The 
period  of  the  **  cure  "  is  fixed  at  be- 
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tween  20  and  24  days.  The  hotel 
stands  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Linth, 
here  crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  and 
is  surrounded  by  walks  and  pleasure^ 
grounds.  About  1  m.  from  Linththal 
IS  the  Fall  of  the  Fatschbach.  '<  About 
1  hour  above  Linththal  is  the  fine  faU 
of  the  Schreyenbach,  of  the  Staubbach 
kind,  which  when  seen  from  below 
appears  to  issue  from  the  sky.  At  the 
bottom  it  spreads  over  30  yards  of 
rock,  coming  down  in  a  shower  of 
water-rockets." — M, 

Above  the  baths  the  vale  of  the 
Linth  becomes  grander  and  more 
savage,  and  at  len^h  contracts  into  a 
chasm,  low  in  the  depths  of  which  the 
river  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  steep  path  alone  leads,  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice.  5  miles  up  (2 
hours'  w^k),  at  a  spQt  wlliere  t^e  gorge 
is  deepest,  a  singularly  bold  bri(%e  of 
a  sin^e  arch  of  stone,  20  ft.  span,  and 
140  n.  above  the  torrent,  but  only  4. 
ft.  wide,  has  been  thirown  across  it. 
This  is  the  Fantenbracke^  an  object  of 
considerable  romantic  beauty,  from 
the  boldness  of  this  work  of  man  in 
such  a  scene  of  wild  nature,  and  f^m 
the  depth  of  the  gulf  below.  It  is 
often  visited  by  ladles;  but  the  ex- 
cursion, though  not  dangerous,  is 
f&tiguing. 

TKe  Gargey  J  hour's  walk  above  the 
bridge,  is  one  of  the  grandest  in  the 
Alps. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  tenuinates 
in  a  group  of  magnificent  mountains, 
whose  tops  are  occupied  by  vast  fields 
of  never-trodden  glaciers.  The  Dodi 
or  Todiberg  (12,800  ft.)  is  the  giant 
of  this  portion  of  the  chain  of  Alps, 
and  its  sunmiit  has  beea  ascended 
only  once,  by  M.  DUrler  of  Ziirich,  in 
1838,  who  perished  1840  by  falling 
from  the  lowly  Hiitliberg  near  Zurich, 
while  meditating  a  2nd  ascent  of  the 
Dodi.  A  difiicult  and  dangerous  path, 
practicable  only  in  the  height  of  sum- 
mer, leads  across  these  glaciers  to 
Dissentis,  over  the  Clariden-Grat. 

The  Klausen  pass  —  Stachelberg  to 
Altorf,  10  hours. — The  distance  is 
about  26  miles;  3^  hours  to  the  top. 
The  path  is  so  well  marked  that  guides 
may  De  dispensed  with;  it  is  practi- 


cable for  horses.  It  turns  out  of  the 
valley  of  the  Linth  to  the  W.  about  a 
mile  above  the  baths,  and  ascends  the 
valley  of  the  Fatsch,  or  XJmer  Boden, 
keepmg  along  its  L  bank;  a  very  stiff 
pull  of  1^  hours.  Within  a  mile  above 
the  junction  of  the  FHtsch  and  Linth, 
the  valley  belongs  to  canton  Uri,  It 
abounds  in  fine  mountain  pastures, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ScluUshen-thal  pass  their  summer  here 
among  the  cows.  Timer  Boden  is  a 
scattered  hamlet  of  80  houses,  with  a 
church  extending  the  whole  length  of 
the  valley,  The  culminating  point, 
or  Klausen  pass,  is  a  ridge  of  6150  ft. 
high,  connecting  the  snowy  chain  of 
the  Clariden  Alps  on  the  S.  with  the 
shattered  Zin^i,  Glatten,  and  Camli. 
On  the  top  stands  a  little  chapel.  A 
little  ftirther  on  the  path  divides, 
leading  1.  by  a  rapid  descent,  or 
straight  on  along  tne  higher  level 
until  it  falls  in  with  that  from  the 
Rinzig  Culm,  and  descends  upon  Spi- 
ringen.  This,  though  the  longest,  is 
said  to  be  less  f&ti^ng:  it  is  probably 
also  the  less  beautiful  track. 

The  other  and  more  frequented  path 
descends  by  long  and  steep  zigzags 
into  the  Schdchen-thal ;  on  t^e  1.  nand 
is  seen  the  very  pretty  cascade  of  the 
Staubi.  Opposite  the  chapel  of  St. 
Anne  a  bergfall  occurred  in  1833, 
which  arrested  for  some  time  the 
course  of  the  SchfLchen,  and  pro- 
duced a  small  lake.  At  the  vilf 
lage  of  Unter  Schachen,  the  first  on 
the  Uri  side  (a  small  /n)»),  another 
branch  of  t^ie  valley  opens  S,,  and 
sends  forth  the  main  stream  of  the 
Schachei),  which  some  consider  to  rise 
from  the  Sta^ubi.  The  Spitze,  the 
mountain  on  the  L  bank  qf  the  torrent, 
discharges  dan^rous  avalanches  in 
spring.  At  Spiringen,  and  a  little 
lower  down,  near  tjie  chapel  of  St. 
Anthony,  th^re  are  inns,  tolerably 
good  for  this  pountry. 

It  w^  over  the  steep  and  barely 
accessible  rid^e  of  the  Kinzig  Culm, 
which  walls  m  this  portion  of  the 
valley  to  the  N.,  that  Suwarrow's 
memorable  retreat  was  conducted, 
1799.  Having  pounced  down,  as  it 
were,  upon  the  French  from  the 
k3 
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heights  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
driven  them  before  him  to  Altorf,  he 
there,  found  his  progress  barred  by 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  without  a  boat 
to  cross  it,  his  troops  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  famine,  and  the  country 
so  completely  drained  by  war  as  to 
be  quite  incapable  of  supporting  them. 
The  only  alternative  that  remained 
to  him,  was  to  attempt  to  join  the 
forces  of  the  allies,  throueh  the  hor- 
rible defile  of  the  Schachen;  and  to 
cross  the  rarely-trodden  summit  of 
the  hieh  Alps.  The  only  passage  up 
this  v^ey  was  by  a  mere  path;  so 
that  his  army  was  obliged  to  advance 
in  a  single  file,  abandoning  much  of 
their  artillery  and  baggage.  Their 
march  lasted  14  hours;  and  before 
the  rear-guard  had  left  Altorf,  the 
van  had  reached  Muotta.  Many  of 
the  Hussians  sank  from  fatigue  by  the 
wayside,  and  perished;  others  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French,  who  hovered 
in  their  rear;  the  valley  was  strewn 
with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses, 
with  arms  and  equipments.  The  re- 
mainder of  this  memorable  march  is 
described  in  Rte.  75. 

Biirglen,  the  birthplace  of  Tell, 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schachen- 
thai     (Rte.  34.) 

Altorf,  or  Altdorf,  p.  102. 

ROUTE  73. 

BATHS  OP  8TACHELBER0  IN  THE  LINT- 
THAL,  TO  BRIGEL8  IN  THE  VALLEY 
OP  THE  VORDER  RHINE,  OVER  THE 
KI8TENGRAT. 

"  After  crossing  the  Pantenbrucke 
(p.  201),  which  is  nearlv  2  hours*  good 
walking  from  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg,  3ie  path  over  the  Kistengrat 
turns  rather  sharply  to  the  L,  and 
ascends  through  pleasant  woods  and 
^een  pasturages  for  a  time.  2^  hrs. 
from  the  Fantenbrticke,  always  rising;, 
brings  you  to  the  summit  of  the  little 
secluded  nook  in  which  the  ch&let 
of  the  Limem  Alp,  the  highest  be- 
longing to  the  Lint-thai,  is  built.  It 
consists  of  3  miserable  hovels  of  loose 
stones,  one  a  piece  for  the  cows,  the 
goats,  and  the  men«  This  is  sepa-  j 
rated  from  the  black  precipitous  face 


of  the  Selbsauft  Mountain  b^  a  deep 
chasm,  the  bottom  of  which  can 
scarcely  be  seen  from  the  edge.  Here 
a  man  and  2  boys,  with  3  or  4  cows 
and  some  goats,  pass  3  months  of  the 
year  in  seclusion,  takine  with  them 
their  supply  of  flour  ana  bread.  On 
the  1st  Sept  1843,  in  consequence  of 
leaving  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  too 
late,  I  was  compelled  to  pass  the  night 
in  this  miserable  hovel,  because  the 
snow  on  the  mountain  was  declared 
impassable  at  that  time  of  day  (I 
o'clock).  After  quitting  the  Limem 
Alp,  there  was  no  semblance  of  a 
path,  and  I  found  the  snow,  which  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  before  had 
been  declared  by  the  guide  and  pea- 
santry to  be  quite  impassable  from  its 
softness,  had  become  early  in  the 
morning  so  hard  and  icy  as  to  be 
nesLrl^  impassable  in  the  steeper  parts 
from  its  sUpperiness;  so  great  is  the 
difiPerence  made  bv  a  few  hours.  It 
took  us  quite  5^  hrs.  to  go  from  the 
chalet  on  the  Limern  Alp  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Brigels,  and  of  these  3^  were 
on  the  snow.  We  passed  close  by 
the  Miitten  See,  leaving  it  on  our 
left.  It  was  then  a  mass  of  snow  and 
ice,  no  water  being  visible.  In  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  the  snow  a  paUi  is 
sometimes  taken  across  a  lower  part 
of  the  mountain,  leaving  the  Miitten 
See  on  the  riffht,  but  it  was  too  steep 
and  slippery  for  us  to  attempt.  We 
crossed  a  higher  part  of  the  mountain 
by  aid  of  the  solitary  foot-tracks  of 
some  shepherd,  (made  when  the  snow 
was  softer,  as  the  guide  said,  in  search 
of  some  lost  sheep,)  and  which  we 
luckily  discovered  just  at  the  steepest 
part,  where  a  slip  would  have  carried 
one  down  over  a  precipice  of  im- 
known  depth.  The  views  of  the  dis- 
tant Alps  from  the  summit  are  very 
fine,  and  the  descent  into  the  valley 
of  the  Vorder  Rhine,  near  Brigels, 
afiPords  one  continuous  view  of  that 
valley  from  above  Dissends,  almost 
to  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  the 
Hinter  Rhine,  and  is  also  very  fine; 
but  the  expedition  was  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  and  danger,  although  it 
enabled  me  to  see  tne  upper  part  of 
the  lint-Thal  and  the  Pantenbriicke, 
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and  the  greater  part  of  the  valle^r  of 
the  Vorder  Rhine,  without  returning 
on  my  footsteps.  Much  depends  on 
the  season^  the  weather,  and  the  8tat« 
of  the  snow;  but  it  is  at  least  9  hrs. 
from  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  to 
Brigels,  and  one  should  start  at  \ 
past  4,  or  at  latest  5,  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  Auberge  at  Brigels  is 
poor  and  bad,  and  neither  German 
nor  French  was  understood;  it  is  a 
Bomansch  Tillage,  and  French  money 
in  1843  would  soaroely  pass.  The 
village  itself  was  nearly  destroyed  by 
fire  a  few  years  since,  and  many  of 
the  houses  are  new.  The  chalet  on 
the  Limem  Alp  is  a  little  out  of  the 
way,  and  it  would  save  time  to  carry 
refreshment  and  avoid  it." — J.  H. 

ROUTE  74, 

RA.PPER8CHWYL  TO  THE  RIGI,  AND  TO 
SCHWYTZ  Br  EIN8IEDELN,  WITH  EX- 
CURSION TO  MOROARTEN, 

8^  hrs.  =  27  Eng.  m.  Diligence 
from  Rapperschwyl  to  Schwytz  feaves 
Binsiedeln  on  one  side. 

The  road  is  practicable  for  light 
carriages,  but  it  is  by  no  means  g(X>d, 
and  is  very  hilly. 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  though 
one  of  the  hurgest  buildings  in  Swit- 
zerland, will  bear  no  comparison  with 
the  churches  of  Italy,  and,  except  on 
account  of  the  pilgrims  and  during 
the  season  of  the  pilgrimage,  is  not 
¥3orth  going  out  of  0He*8  way  to  visits 

Aflter  crossing  the  long  bridge  of 
Rapperschwyl  (Rte.  14),  the  road 
enters  canton  Schwytz,  and  soon  com- 
mences the  steep  ascent  of  Mount 
Etzel,  which  takes  2  hrs.,  and  requires 
an  extra  horse  or  horses;  charge  for 
1  horse  30  batz,  and  6  batz  trlnkeeld; 
for  2  horses  50  batz.  Many  delightful 
views  are  obtained  in  ascending,  over 
the  lake  of  Ziirich,  and  the  summit 
commands  a  good  view  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres),  Rigi,  and  other  mountains 
in  that  direction.  The  holj  hermit 
Meinrad,  the  founder  of  Emsiedeln, 
originallv  fixed  himself  on  the  top  of 
the  Etzel,  but  the  concourse  of  people 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  his  reputation 
for  holiness  drove  him  in  search  of 


solitude  deep  into  the  wilderness.  A 
little  chapel  stands  on  the  spot  sup- 
posed to  have  been  occupied  by  his 
cell.  Near  it  is  an  inn.  From  this 
chapel  the  first  view  of  Einsiedeln  is 
obtained;  the  descent  thither  occu- 
pies 1^  hour. 

The  road  is  studded  at  intervals 
with  chapels  called  stations,  each  con- 
taining a  representation  of  some  event 
in  the  Fission  of  our  Xord,  according 
to  the  Romish  tradition,  at  which  the 
pilgrims  may  stop  and  tc^  their  beads. 

The  river  Sihl  is  crossed  by  a  co- 
vered bridge,  called  (Teufels-briicke) 
the  Devil's  bridge,  before  reaching 

3f  Einsiedeln  (French,  Notre 
Dame  des  Eremites;  Lat.,  Monaste- 
rium  Eremitarum).  Inns:  there  are 
55  inns  and  20  alehouses  here,  mostly 
designed  for  the  reception  of  poor 
pilgrims,  and  distinguished  by  a  sin- 
gu£kr  variety  of  signs.  The  best  is 
the  Hirsoh  (Cerf),  ckan  and  good ;  the 
charges  are  raised  during  the  pilgrim- 
age.—(7.  D,  Pfau  (Pao^);  gooi^V.  0. 
Adam  and  Eve. 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  which 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  is  situated  on 
a  naked  undulating  plain  3000  ft.  above 
the  sea,  producing  little  but  pasture. 
It  is  partly  sheltered  by  a  range  of 
wooded  hills  on  the  S.E. 

The  Monastery  itself,  an  extensive 
building  in  the  modern  Italian  style, 
is  imposing,  less  from  its  architecture 
than  its  size  and  its  situation  in  so 
remote  and  naked  a  soUtude.  The 
existing  edifice  dat^s  from  the  18th 
century  (1719),  and  is  the  6th  or  7th 
raised  on  this  spot  since  the  first 
fowidation  of  the  abbey,  the  others 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  occu- 
pies a  stately  site  upon  the  hill  side, 
separated  from  the  humbler  buildings 
01  the  village  by  a  wide  square. 

The  origin  of  the  abbey  is  thus  ac- 
counted for  in  the  histories  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  monks  : — 
In  the  days  of  Charlemagne  a  holy 
anchorite  named  Meinrad,  of  the  noble 
house  of  HohevzoUem,  repaired  to  this 
remote  wilderness  (then  called  the 
Finsterwald)  to  end  his  days  in  soli- 
tude and  prayer,  devoting  himself  to 
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tend  a  little  black  image  of  the  Virgin 
which  had  been  given  to  him  by  St. 
Hildegarde,  abbess  of  Zurich.  This 
holy  man  was  murdered  by  two  rob- 
bers in  861  ;  but  their  foul  deed, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  escape 
detection  on  a  spot  so  remote  from 
the  haunts  of  men,  was  brought  to 
light  by  two  pet  ravens  reared  by 
Meinrad,  which  pursued  the  mur- 
derers with  croakinff  cries,  and  flap- 
ping winps,  over  hiU  and  dale,  as  far 
as  Zurich,  where  their  guilt  was  de- 
tected, and  they  suffered  for  it  on  the 
l^ace  now  occupied  by  the  Haven  inn. 
The  reputation  of  sanctity,  however, 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  saint 
had  lived,  increased  so  much  after  his 
death,  that  his  cell  was  rebuilt,  and 
a  church  founded  by  a  community  of 
Benedictine  hermits  (Einsiedlem). 
The  first  abbot  was  Eberard,  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  the  monkish  legend, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  bull  of  rope 
Pius  VlII.,  that  when  the  Bishop  of 
Constance  was  about  to  consecrate 
the  church  on  the  14th  of  September, 
948,  he  was  aroused  at  midnight  by 
the  sounds  of  angelic  minstrelsy,  and 
was  informed  next  day,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  no  need 
for  him  to  proceed  with  the  sacred 
rite,  as  the  church  had  been  already 
consecrated  by  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  Saviour  1 
The  Pope  pronounced  this  a  true 
miracle,  and,  in  consideration  of  it, 
granted  plenary  indulgence  to  all  pil> 
grims  who  should  repair'  to  the  shrine 
of  Our  Lad^  of  the  Hermits,  in  the 
words  inscribed  upon  the  church, 
**  Hie  est  plena  remissio  peceatorum  k 
culp&  et  a  pcena.'*  The  consequence 
of  this  has  been  that  during  9  cen- 
turies there  has  been  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted influx  of  pilgrims  from  the 
surrounding  countries  to  this  shrine, 
and  of  wealth  to  the  monastery.  In 
process  of  time  these  pious  bene- 
ractions  increased  its  revenues  and 
domains  to  an  enormous  extent ;  it 
ranked  second  to  St.  Gall  alone  of 
all  the  monasteries  in  Switzerland. 
Its  abbot  became  a  prince  of  the  holy 
Roman  empire,  with  a  seat  in  the 
diet.    He  had  his  hereditary  oflicers,  I 


his  chamberlain,  marshal,  and  cup- 
bearer ;  and  these  posts  were  filled  by 
personages  of  noble  or  princely  rank. 
He  also  enjoyed  the  right  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  the  power  of  life  and 
death  in  several  parishes  and  circles. 
Down  to  the  16th  century  the  abbots 
themselves  were  of  noble  families. 

The  French  revolutionary  invaders 
of  1798  stripped  Einsiedeln  of  its  re- 
sources ana  treasures,  and  carried  off 
the  figure  of  the  Virgin  to  Paris  ;  but 
the  monks,  on  abandoning  the  con- 
vent, transported  with  them  into  Ty- 
rol a  duplicate  figure,  which  they  as- 
sert to  be  the  authentic  original. 
^Notwithstanding  these  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, the  abbey  remains  at  the 
present  day  the  richest  in  Switzer- 
land, and  the  Black  Virgin,  whether 
an  original  or  a  copy,  has  lost  none  of 
her  reputation.  The  average  annual 
number  of  pilgrims  who  receive  the 
sacrament  in  the  church  is  150,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1700  there 
were  202,000  ;  in  1834,  36,000  pil- 
grims repaired  to  the  shrine  within  a 
fortnight.  Every  parish  of  canton 
Schwy tz,  and  most  of  the  other  Boman 
Catholic  cantons,  send  an  annual 
deputation  hither,  headed  by  the 
landamman  and  the  authorities.  The 
Boman  Catholics  of  Switzerland,  in- 
deed, for  the  most  part,  make  2  or  3 
journeys  hither  in  the  course  of  their 
lives.  Many  of  the  pilgrims  are  de- 
puties paid  by  others,  wealthier  sin- 
ners, to  do  penance  for  their  princi- 
pals, who  remain  at  home,  and  a 
pilgrimage  thus  performed  by  proxy 
is  rendered  equally  efficacious  with 
one  made  in  person. 

In  1835  the  convent  contained  77 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  in- 
cluding lay-brothers,  norices,  &c 

In  the  square  in  front  of  the  convent 
stands  a  loimtain  with  14  jets  of 
water,  from  all  of  which  the  pUgrims 
drink,  as  it  is  traditionally  reported 
that  our  Saviour  drank  from  one,  but 
from  which  of  them  is  not  known.  In 
the  centre  of  the  pile  of  conventual 
buildings  stands,  as  is  usual  in  Be- 
nedictine monasteries,  the  Churchy 
which  has  been  compared  with  that 
of  St  John  Lateran  at  Bome.    The 
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interior  is  somewhat  gaudily  orna- 
mented with  inferior  paintings,  marble 
and  gilding.  A  few  feet  iirom  the 
entrance  stands  the  Shrine  or  Chapel 
of  the  Virgin,  of  black  marble,  with  a 
grating  in  front,  through  which,  by 
the  glare  of  an  erer-bumine  lamp,  the 
spectator  perceives  the  paSladinm  of 
the  temple,  a  little  black  figure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  attired  in  gold  bro- 
cade, glittering  with  jewels,  and  bear- 
ing crowns  of  gold  on  their  heads. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  shrine  is 
rarely  free  of  ^Worshippers,  and  com- 
monly hundreds,  nay,  at  times,  thou- 
sands of  devotees  may  be  seen  pros- 
trate before  it.  The  walls  of  this  part 
of  the  church  are  covered  with  votive 
tablets,  rude  paintings  in  oil,  on  which 
no  kind  of  accident  or  misfortune  is 
omitted,  though  they  are  chiefly  de- 
voted to  rq)resentations  of  escapes 
from  fire  and  water,  all  effected  by  the 
supposed  miraculous  interference  of 
the  image.  Its  influence,  however,  is 
not  limited  to  incidents  of  private  life; 
many  of  the  ^reat  events  of  history, 
such  as  the  victory  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic cantons  at  Eappel,  are  classed 
among  the  triumphant  interpositions 
of  our  Lady  of  the  Hermits.  250  new 
votive  tablets  were  hune  up  in  1835, 
older  ones  being  removed  to  make  way 
for  them. 

In  the  Chapel  of  the  Magdalene,  a 
church  of  itself  in  size,  on  the  1.  of  the 
choir,  are  28  confessionals,  over  each  of 
which  is  written  the  language  in  which 
confessions  will  be  received  in  it,  either 
German,  Italian,  French,  or  Romansch. 

The  Treasury,  once  so  rich  in  church 
plate,  was  plundered  b^  the  French 
in  1798,  and  one  splendid  monstrance 
alone  remains,  but  it  is  not  readily 
shown.  The  monastery  includes,  be- 
sides the  lodgings  for  the  Abbot  and 
the  brethren,  a  handsome  refectory, 
a  kitchen,  an  hospital,  a  library  con- 
taining 26,000  vols.,  a  museum  con- 
taining some  fossils  an4  minerals,  a 
free  school  and  boarding-school,  the 
pupils  of  which  are  taught  by  the 
monks,  and  a  large  ceU&r  running 
under  the  greater  part  of  the  edifice. 
Durine  meals,  passages  of  some  ap- 
proved author,  such  as  Lingard's  His- 


tory of  England,  Cobbett's  History  of 
the  Reformation,  &c.,  are  read  aloud 
to  the  assembled  brotherhood,  and 
even  at  times  portions  of  newspapers. 

Zwingli,  the  reformer,  was  curate  of 
Einsiedeln  from  1516  to  1519.  Theo- 
phrastus  Paracelsus  von  Hohenheim 
was  bom  here,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  1498. 

The  following  description  relates  to 
the  jubilee  celebrated  at  Einsiedeln, 
in  Sept.,  1834  :— 

"  This  place  is  annually  visited  by 
many  thousand  pilgrims,  especially 
on  the  14th  September,  and  whenever 
the  14th  falls  on  a  Sunday  the  fes- 
tivities are  greater  than  usual. 

"  For  the  last  10  days,  even  before 
we  left  Baden,  and  while  in  the 
French  territory,  we  have  met  at  al- 
most every  step  troops  of  pilgrims 
plodding  on  their  way  to  this  Swiss 
Loretto.  The  parties  seemed  gene- 
rally members  of  one  femily,  or  of 
one  village,  from  the  sunilarity  of  their 
dress,  and  they  were  invariably  re- 
peating their  aves  and  pater-nosters 
aloud  as  they  passed  along,  or  uniting 
together  in  singing  a  hymn.  They 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  the  lower 
class  of  persons,  who  repair  to  this 
spot  from  far  and  wide.  Alsatia  and 
Lorraine,  the  Black  Forest,  Suabia, 
the  Orisons,  Bavaria,  and  the  whole 
of  Switzerland,  all  contribute  their 
quota  to  augment  the  throng;  thou- 
sands usually  issue  out  of  Tyrol,  but 
the  Aiistrians  this  year  have. refused 
to  let  any  persons  go  into  Switzerland 
without  passports,  which  has  served  as 
a  complete  preventive  to  their  under- 
taking the  journey. 

**  It  was  growing  dusk  'as  we  en- 
tered the  vafley  in  which  Einsiedeln 
lies.  Just  as  we  bc^an  to  descend,  our 
attention  was  rous^  by  the  repeated 
reports  of  cannon,  which,  though  loud 
in  themselves,  awakened  echoes  in 
the  adjacent  hills,  which  made  it  ap- 
pear as  though  a  whole  broadside  had 
been  fired.  Soon  after,  the  deep-toned 
beUs  of  the  convent  besan  to  sound,  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  lon£^  and  loudly 
repeated  prayers  of  the  pij^^rims  whom 
we  passea  on  the  road  proclaimed  that 
it  was  the  hour  of  vespers. 
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**  As  we  drew  nearer,  the  bells  had 
ceased,  and  we  heard  the  sound  of  a 
drum  and  band  of  music.  This  odd 
jumble  of  noises,  profane  intermixed 
with  sacred,  which  gave  me  no  very 
distinct  idea  of  what  was  going  for- 
ward, was  afterwards  exjuained  by 
the  intelligence  that  the  pilgrimage  is 
not  considered  a  religious  matter 
only,  but  is  mixed  up  with  somewhat 
of  festivity,  which  mduces  the  bro- 
therhood of  the  convent  to  pay  for 
saivos  and  feitx  dejoie,  while  they  en- 
courage the  forming  of  a  band  of 
music  composed  of  the  townspeople. 
Their  performance  is  pretty  much  on 
a  par  with  that  which  is  found  in  the 
bcK)ths  of  a  fair  in  England ;  but 
under  its  escort  we  enter^  the  town. 
The  musicians  had  just  paraded  to 
the  end  of  the  street  of  which  Ein- 
siedeln  consists,  and  were  returning, 
followed  by  a  crowd  large  enough  to 
stop  our  progress  till  it  had  passed. 
The  one  street  which  I  have  men- 
tioned is,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
composed  entirely  of  inns  ana  pot- 
houses, principalljr  for  the  reception 
of  the  poorer  pilgrims.  As  the  hand 
passed  by,  every  window  was  crowded 
with  projecting  heads,  which  had  a 
curious  effect,  Ughted  up  b^  the  soli- 
tary lantern  which  dangles  in  front  of 
each  house. 

**  The  inn  where  I  was  lucky  enough 
to  find  lodging  (with  the  threat  of 
having  two  other  persons  put  into 
the  same  room,  in  case  more  visitors 
should  arrive),  is  directly  in  front  of 
the  convent  and  church,  and  as  soon 
as  I  had  finished  my  supper  I  issued 
out  to  explore  it.  I  found  it  already 
crowded  with  pil^ms,  partly  met  to 
keep  the  eve  of  the  festival,  partly  to 
take  up  their  sight's  lodging  in  the 
church.  For  though  a  bed  may  be 
had  in  the  town  tor  the  value  of  a 
hal^nny,  and  a  supper  for  as  little, 
many  of  these  people  are  so  poor  that 
they  cannot  a&>rd  to  pay  for  a  bed; 
their  only  food  is  a  crust  of  bread  and 
a  bit  of  cheese,  which  they  bring  with 
them,  and  they  must  pass  the  vigil 
in  the  open  air  if  the  church  be  not 
opened  to  receive  them. 

**  As  I  elbowed  my  way  into  the 


church,  I  found  it  dark,  except  one 
solitary  lamp  before  the  altar,  and  a 
few  candles,  brought  in  by  the  people 
themselves  and  laid  on  the  pavement, 
or  placed  on  their  laps  to  enable  them 
to  read  their  prayer-books.  The 
crowd  was  very  great,  for,  though  the 
gloom  prevented  my  seeing  the  ex- 
tent of  it,  the  sounds  which  burst  on 
my  ears  as  I  entered  the  door  were 
such  as  could  only  arise  from  thou- 
sands. It  was  a  confused  mixture 
of  noises,  singing  in  all  tones  and 
tunes,  many  very  shrill,  and,  as  a  bass 
to  tbis,  a  low  long-continued  mur- 
mur or  buzzing.  I  found  that  the 
singing  proceeded  from  many  dis- 
tinct parties  in  different  parts  of  the 
church,  each  composed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  one  fiuniiy  or  parish,  who 
were  now  practising  here  the  hymns 
they  w^%  accustomed  to  sing  toge- 
ther in  concert  at  home,  but  without 
any  attention  to  the  tune  which  their 
next  neighbours  were  chanting.  The 
partial  but  vivid  light  thrown  upon 
visages  hard  and  soft,  though  mostly 
of  the  former  character,  and  the  total 
blackness  of  the  background,  would 
have  furnished  ,a  painter  with  many 
a  novel  effect.  *  llie  low  and  unin- 
terrupted buzzing  came,  I  found,  from 
a  vast  and  dense  crowd  stationed  near 
the  entrance  of  the  church,  in  front 
of  the  chapel  which  contains  the  mi- 
raculous black  image  of  the  Vir^n, 
the  ostensible  object  of  this  pilgnm- 
a^,  which  shines  in  silk  and  jewels, 
lighted  im  by  a  great  number  of 
li^ps.  The  little  chapel  stands  in 
the  middle  of  the  church,  and  is  open 
only  on  one  side,  on  which  the  image 
can  be  seen  through  an  iron  grille. 
Fortunate  were  those  among  the 
crowd  of  devotees  who  could  manage 
to  place  themselves  in  a  position  where 
a  view  was  to  be  obtained  of  it.  By 
far  the  ^ater  part  were  quite  out  of 
sight  of  It,  but  still  aU  persevered  with 
the  same  devout  mumbling  of  prayers, 
with  expressions  of  extreme  oevotion, 
intent  upon  their  books  or  rosaries. 
»  *  * 

'*  Next  morning  I  was  suddenly 
awakened  by  a  great  concussion, 
which  shook  the  house  and  made  me 
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start  It  was  again  the  discharge  of 
cannon  and  rockets  to  open  the  testi- 
vaL  Daylight  had  not  yet  dawned, 
but  I  heard  the  sound  of  numerous 
footsteps  pacing  across  the  square  to 
the  church.  ^^Qwut  half-past  nine  I 
repaired  again  to  the  church.  I  knew 
how  thronged  it  would  be,  and  there- 
fore took  the  precaution  of  securing 
admission  to  the  gallery,  from  which 
I  looked  down  upon  a  sea  of  heads, 
into  which  the  bases  of  the  pillars 
of  the  church  appeared  to  be  sunk. 
Bvery  aisle  and  angle  was  crammed, 
and  whenever  a  movement  was  made 
by  those  endeavouring  to  enter  or  de- 
part, the  space  was  instantly  filled  up 
as  though  a  drop  of  water  had  been 
displaced.  I  know  no  mode  of  giving 
an  idea  of  the  numbers ;  the  exact 
number  cannot  be  ascertained  tiU  to- 
morrow, when  a  census  is  made  of 
the  persons  to  whom  wafers  have 
been  distributed  by  the  priests  in  the 
.communion.  I  pmced  myself  imme- 
diately above  the  high  altar,  so  as  to 
see  the  whole  ceremony  of  high  mass 
performed  in  its  greatest  pomp.  The 
legate  sent  by  the  Pope  as  resident  in 
Switsserland,  who  officiated,  was  an 
archbishop  ;  he  was  attended  by  two 
bishops.  The  splendour  of  his  robes, 
which  he  put  on  one  after  the  other — 
the  mitre  and  crosier,  assumed  or  laid 
down  from  time  to  time,  as  different 
parts  of  the  ceremony  were  per- 
formed— the  satin  shoes — ^the  purple 
train,  borne  up  by  attendants  as  he 
moved  to  and  fro  between  his  throne 
and  the  altar — ^had  a  very  imposing 
effect. 

*'  To  have  an  idea  of  the  great  so- 
lemnity of  the  whole  ceremony,  you 
must  take  into  consideration  the  host 
of  fervent  worshippers  assembled  be- 
fore the  altar,  filling  the  whole  body 
of  the  church  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  aided  by  the  effect  of  the  most 
solemn  music,  performed  by  a  full 
band  and  two  organs.  The  whole 
was  worked  up  to  a  height  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  legate  finally  receives 
the  cup,  and  afterwards  bestows  his 
benediction  and  absolution  upon  the 
congregated  pilgrims.  The  thunder 
of  ^ums,  trumpets,  and  diapasons  of 


the  organs,  was,  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
assist^  by  some  machinery,  by  which 
the  roof  of  the  church  was  struck  in 
order  to  produce  the  effect  of  the 
building  having  been  shaken.  At  the 
same  moment  a  signal  is  given  on 
the  outside,  the  beUs  begin  to  toll, 
and  the  cannons  are  fired  off  from  the 
neighbouring  hills.  This  over,  the 
organs  commence  some  popular  over- 
ture, from  Mozart  or  Bossmi,  and  the 
people  rush  out  to  bargain  for  relics 
at  the  booths  erected  round  the 
church,  which  gives  the  square  in 
front  the  appearance  of  a  fair.  The 
commodities  for  sale  were  limited  to 
the  wants  of  the  pilgrims,  temporal 
and  spiritual,  and  appeared  to  be  con- 
fined to  umbrellas,  holy  tapers  to  b«m 
in  the  diurches,  rosanes,  little  medals 
with  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  of  the 
Hermits,  and  bread  and  cheese. 

**  The  ceremonies  of  this  festival  did 
not  terminate  until  the  evening.  As 
it  began  to  grow  dusk  the  long  and 
stately  £Eicade  of  the  building  was  illu- 
minated oy  rows  of  lamps  ;  and  a 
temporary  altar,  erected  on  one  side 
of  ue  square,  opposite  the  main  en- 
trance, was  entirely  studded  with 
lamps,  till  it  became  one  blaze  of  light. 
While  this  was  preparing,  the  vast 
square  gradually  fillojctwith  people,  un- 
til the  assembled  multitude  amounted 
to  not  less  than  30,000  persons,  chiefly 
pilgrims.  When  all  was  ready,  the 
great  doors  of  the  church  were  thrown 
open,  and  out  marched  a  venerable 
procession  of  ecclesiastics,  their  abbot 
at  their  head,  preceded  by  banners  and 
crucifixes,  and  followed  by  a  long  train 
of  torch-bearers.  Lifting  up  their  me- 
lodious voices  in  a  solemn  chant,  they 
conveyed  the  sacred  elements  towar<ls 
the  altar,  as  is  usual,  under  a  canopy, 
escorted  by  soldiers,  and  accompamed 
by  a  band  of  music  and  a  moveable 
organ  on  wheels.  While  the  mass  was 
being  performed  in  the  open  air  I  sal- 
lied out  among  the  throng  :  the  view 
looking  towards  the  altar  was  as  sin- 
gular as  that  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  blazing  altar,  the  long  line  of  tor- 
ches and  tapers  flaring  and  glittering 
in  the  night,  had  a  most  singular  effect, 
increased  by  the  illuminations  of  the 
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town  behind  ;  every  house  was  lighted 
up,  and,  as  thej  are  all  built  in  the 
Swiss  ^hion,  with  gables  outward, 
they  looked  like  so  many  fierr  pyra- 
mids. No  sooner  was  mass  finished, 
than  the  procession  retired  again  into 
the  church,  the  crowd  disappeared  also 
into  it,  the  exterior  lights  were  extin- 
guished— in  half  an  hour  the  whole 
square  was  dark  and  empty  :  it  seemed 
like  a  dream.  The  interior  of  the 
church,  however,  was  still  filled  with 
people  ;  the  whole  being  studded  with 
lamps,  especially  the  chapel  of  the 
Virgin  :  the  throng  of  worshippers 
before  it  seemed  undiminished,  and 
many  lingered  in  front  of  it  on  bended 
knees  and  with  eyes  fixed  on  the  image, 
till  late  in  the  night. 

"Next  morning  I  left  Einsiedeln 
on  my  way  out  of  Switzerland  :  I  set 
out  about  6,  and  all  the  way  passed 
through  one  continued  line  of  dirty, 
ragged,  and  brown-visaged  pil^ms, 
on  their  way  home,  chanting,  without 
cessation,  their  paters  and  aves,  &c., 
which  their  conressors  had  prescribed 
for  them  to  repeat  between  the  time 
of  their  departure  from  and  return  to 
their  homes.  I  passed  across  the  Lake 
of  Ziirich  by  the  long  brid^  of  Bap- 
perschwyl ;  and  in  the  evemng  crossed 
the  Lake  of  WaUenstadt  Still  I  had 
not  got  out  of  the  line  of  pilgrims  ;  2 
boats  full  set  sail  along  with  that 
which  conveyed  me ;  and  the  wind 
which  filled  ourbroad  and  unwieldy  sail 
and  carried  us  quickly  along,  wafted 
with  it  the  same  responses  and  chants 
which  I  had  heard  from  the  pilgrims 
on  the  road," — Jf^S'.  Journal, 

There  is  a  path  under  the  Mythen- 
berg  (Mitres  hill),  called  the  ffacken,  by 
Alpthal,  from  Einsiedeln  to  Schwytz, 
shorter  than  the  carriage-road.  It 
takes  4^  hrs.  to  walk  :  a  g^ide  is 
needed.  Near  the  top  is  an  inn,  from 
which  the  peak,  called  Hochstiickli 
(4470  ft),  is  J  hrs.  walk. 

The  carriage  -  road  to  Schwytz 
makes,  at  first,  a  considerable  detour  : 
the  footpath  is  shorter,  crossing  the 
Katzenstrick,  a  considerable  tract  of 
upland  meadow  or  common,  direct  to 
Altmatt 


Rothenthurm,  a  village  of  nearly 
800  Inhab.,  is  the  place  of  meeting  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  canton 
Schwytz,  convened  nere  every  two 
years,  in  the  open  air,  on  the  first  Sun- 
day in  May,  or,  if  the  weather  be  bad 
on  that  day,  on  the  first  fine  Sunday 
after.  The  Landamman  is  president, 
and  every  citizen  above  the  age  of  18 
has  a  vote.  These  meetings  afford  no 
favourable  specimen  of  the  working 
of  universal  suffirage,  as  thej  frequently 
terminate  in  rioting  and  violence.  For 
example,  in  May,  1838,  9000  voters 
collected  here ;  the  show  of  hands  was 
declared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  Liberal  party  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  result,  a  l>attle 
ensued,  in  which  the  hustings  were 
broken  and  many  persons  much  in- 
jured. The  democrats,  enraged  at 
their  defeat,  published  a  manifesto, 
calling  on  the  /<  Liberals  to  meet  in 
their  districts,  and  expel  the  rich  from 
their  assemblies  as  their  ancestors  ex- 
pelled Gessler,  since  the  government 
of  the  rich  has  become  a  government 
of  murderers." 

Rothenthurm  receives  its  name  from 
a  Bed  Tower  still  standing  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  defences  of  a  long  wall 
or  rampart  (letze),  erected  by  the 
Schwytzers  along  tiieir  W.  frontier,  to 
ward  off  the  inroads  of  their  lordly 
and  lawless  neighbours.  It  extended 
hence  as  far  as  Arth. 

About  2  m.  W.  of  Rothenthurm,  on 
the  confines  of  the  canton  of  Zug,  and 
on  the  margin  of  the  small  lake  of 
Egeri,  is  Moboasten,  memorable  in 
Swiss  annals  as  the  scene  of  their  first 
struggle  for  independence;  as  the  spot 
where  the  chivalry  of  Austria  were 
worsted,  and  their  leader,  Duke  Leo- 
pold, compelled  to  fly  with  disgrace, 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1315, 8  years 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  Austrian 
bailiffs.  Fired  with  the  hope  of  re- 
venge and  with  feelings  of  hereditary 
hatred,  the  duke  led  on  his  mail-clad 
cavalry  along  the  narrow  strand  be- 
tween the  lake  and  the  hills.  Just 
where  the  ascent  into  the  upland 
Country  of  Schwytz  commences,  run- 
ning up  a  narrow  defile,  the  Austrians 
were   met    by    the    confederates,    a 
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mere  handful  of  lyen  in  compari- 
son with  their  host,  but  of  hardy 
frame  and  resolute  spirit,  posted  on  the 
ridge  of  the  Sattel,  near  Haselmatt. 
The  first  bold  charge  of  the  Swiss, 
rushing  on  with  swords  and  dubs,  was 
aided  by  a  discharge  of  rocks  from  the 
heights  above,  which  quickly  threw 
into  confusion  the  ranks  of  heavy- 
armed  knights.  They  attempted  to 
fall  back,  but  their  evolutions  were 
prevented  by  the  infantry  pressing 
on  in  their  rear.  Without  room  to 
manoeuvre,  or  even  to  turn  (for  the 
naturally  confined  margin  of  the  lake 
was  at  that  time  diminished  by  an  un- 
usual increase  of  its  waters),  tne  proud 
knights  were  totally  at  the  mercy  of 
their  light-armed  foes.  Many,  in  order 
to  escape  the  sword,  perished  by  plung- 
ing into  the  lake  ;  the  rush  of  the 
cavalry  overwhelmed  the  infantry  be- 
hind, and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
army  was  thrown  into  panic  and  dis- 
order. The  Austrians  lost  the  flower 
of  their  nobility,  and  Leopold  with 
difficulty  escapeid.  This  astounding 
victory,  the  Marathon  of  Swiss  history, 
was  gained  in  1^  hr.,  over  a  force  of 
20,000  well-armed  men,  by  1300  moun- 
taineers, who  now  for  the  first  time 
met  an  army  in  the  field. 

The  appropriate  memorial  of  their 
success  erected  by  the  Swiss  was,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  a  Chapel,  dedicated 
to  St.  James ;  and  service  is  performed 
in  it  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  fight.  It  is  still  standing  on  an 
eminence  above  the  lake,  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  of  Morgarten,  close  to  the 
village  of  Schomo,  by  the  road-side  as 
you  descend  from  Rothenthurm. 

The  little  villa|;e  of  Biberegg,  on 
the  opposite  TE.)  side  of  Rothenthurm, 
was  the  cradle  of  the  family  of  Re- 
ding, one  of  the  oldest  and  noblest 
in  the  canton,  and  whose  name  ap- 
pears oftener  with  credit  than  any 
other.  There  is  scarcely  a  battle  in 
which  they  are  not  mentioned,  and 
they  have  45  times  filled  the  office  of 
landamman,  the  highest  in  the  state. 
In  1798  Aloys  Reding,  a  hero  worthy 
of  such  an  ancestry,  leA  on  the  brave 
inhabitants  of  these  mountains  to  op- 
pose, in  defence  of  their  liberties  and 


constitution,  a  far  outnumbering  force 
of  French  under  General  Schauen- 
berg.  The  Swiss  met  the  invaders  in 
the  valley  of  Rothenthurm,  and  drove 
them  back  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Egeri 
and  the  field  of  their  ancient  victory 
of  Morgarten.  This  proved  but  a 
temporary  gleam  of  success.  Their 
victory  had  cost  them  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  men,  that  they  were  unable  to 
renew  the  contest;  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing fdrce  of  French  marching  into  the 
canton  rendered  all  frirther  resistance 
hopeless. 

2|  Sattel. 

A  long  descent,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Schwytz,  of  the  singiHar  and 
picturesque  Mythen  (Mitre)  moun- 
tains behind  it,  and  of  the  lake  of 
Lowertz,  with  part  of  the  fall  of  the 
Rossberg  (pp.  41-44),  leads  through 
Sattel,  past  the  chapel  of  Ecce  Homo, 
to  Steinen,  a  small  village,  having  two 
/nr»  (Rossli,  Krone)  memorable  as  the 
birthplace  of  Werner  Staufiacher,  one 
of  the  three  conspirators  of  the  Griitli 
(p.  54),  nearly  4  hours'  drive  from 
Einsiedeln.  A  small  chapel^  adorned 
with  rude  frescoes  of  scenes  from  his 
life,  and  the  battle  of  Morgarten,  is 
dedicated  to  his  memory.  It  was 
built  in  1400.  The  Bonehouse  is  as  old 
as  1111.    (Seep.  194.) 

SiSchtoytz,    (Route  17.) 

'*  Travellers  bound  from  Einsiedeln 
to  the  Rigi  or  Lucerne  need  not  enter 
Schwytz.  Soon  after  leaving  Steinen, 
a  path  branching  off  to  the  rt  leads, 
in  about  1^  hour,  to  Goldau  (where 
the  ascent  of  the  Rigi  begins,  and 
horses  may  be  hired  at  the  Cheval 
Blanc,  pp.  46,  47).  Their  vehicles 
should  be  sent  round  to  meet  them  at 
Eiissnacht,  if  they  are  going  to  Lu- 
cerne. The  summit  of  the  Kigi  may 
be  easily  reached  in  9  hours  from 
Einsiedeln."— C.  D. 

ROUTE  75. 

SCHWYTZ  TO  GLARUS,  BY  THE  MUOTTA 
THAL,  THE  PASS  OF  THE  PRAGEL, 
AND  THE  KLOITTHAL. 

10  hours  »:  324  Eng.  m. 
A  very  rough  cnar-road  ascends  the 
valley  as  far  as  Muotta.    There  is 
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also  a  footpath  from  Schwy  tz  by  which 
Muotta  may  be  reached  in  3  hours. 
"  Delightful  scenery,  too  little  visited, 
yet  inferior  to  nothing  in  the  Bernese 
Alps.  A  guide  is  not  needed  when 
the  snow  is  off  the  ground." — Q.  F, 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibach, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gorge;  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
cultivation;  it  abounds  with  exquisite 
scenery.  The  road  ascends  the  L  bank 
of  the  stream,  traversing  Ober  Scho- 
nenbach,  down  to  which  point  the 
Russians,  under  Suwarrow,  drove  the 
French  commanded  by  Massena,  Mor- 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Russian  army  at  Zurich, 
in  1799.  "  The  stone  bridge  (long 
since  swept  away  by  the  torrent  and 
replaced  by  a  covered  wooden  bridge 
higher  up)  near  this,  which  carried 
the  road  over  to  the  rt  bank,  was 
taken  and  retaken  many  times ;  the 
mingled  blood  of  the  two  nations 
crimsoned  the  stream  which  swept 
down  their  floating  bodies." 

Beyond  Hied  there  is  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  waterfall,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

2}  Muotta,  or  Mutten  ("  a  neat  and 
cheap  little  Inn,  Zum  Hirsch — betwean 
the  church  and  the  bridge"— C.  J.  H.), 
the  principal  village  of  the  valley,  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  The  parish 
contains  1480  Inhab.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  Nunnery  of  St,  Joseph, 
a  very  ancient  and  primitive  convent, 
foun(ted  1280.  The  sisters  are  poor, 
and  their  mode  of  living  homely;  they 
make  their  own  clothes  and  their  own 
hay;  the  superior  is  called  Frau  Mut- 
ter. They  receive  visits  from  strangers 
without  the  intervention  of  a  grating, 
and  will  even  give  a  lodging  to  a  re- 
spectable traveller.  Whoever  avails 
himself  of  this  must  remember  that 
the  convent  is  too  poor  to  afford  gra- 
tuitous hospitality. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  and  28th 
of  September,  1799,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  remote  and  peaceful  valley  of 
Muotta  were  surprised  by  the  arrival 


of  an  army  of  an  unknown  nation  and 
tongue,  whose  very  name  many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pouring  down  upon  their  cottages  and 
green  fields  from  the  heights  of  the 
Kinzig  Culm,  by  paths  and  precipices 
usually  resorted  to  only  by  a  solitary 
shepherd.  These  were  the  24,000 
Russians  under  Suwarrow,  whose  pre- 
vious march  out  of  Italy  has  already 
been  detailed  in  Routes  34  and  72. 
Here  the  eeneral  first  heard  the  news 
of  the  defeat  of  Korsakow  and  the 
main  Russian  army  at  Ziirich.  He  at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  the  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  traitor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  St  Joseph's  nunnery.  H!e 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
Lecourbe*s  division  followed  his  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  Mortier  and  Mas- 
sena blocked  up  its  mouth.  The  bold 
attempt  to  cut  his  way  out,  through 
the  forces  of  the  latter  general,  was 
defeated,  as  already  mentioned,  chiefly 
by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  fresh 
reinforcement  under  Lecourbe  in  per- 
son, though  with  vast  loss  to  the 
French.  The  veteran  conqueror  was 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  ascend- 
ing the  valley  and  crossing  the  Pragel 
into  Glarus.  The  detachments  of  Mo- 
litor's  advanced  guard  were  quickly 
driven  in  before  him,  and  the  greater 
portion  made  prisoners.  Suwarrow's 
rear-guard,  however,  encumbered  with 
sick  and  wounded,  was  greatiy  ha- 
rassed by  Massena;  but  the  repub- 
licans were  again  repulsed  with  loss, 
and  driven  back  nearly  to  Schwytz. 
Suwarrow  expected  to  be  able  to 
reach  Ziirich  from  Glarus,  there  to 
join  and  rally  the  broken  forces  of 
Korsakow;  but  Molitor,  in  person, 
warned  of  his  approach,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  position  of  Nafels,  block- 
ing up  the  outlet  of  the  Linth  Thai, 
as  Massena  had  intercepted  his  pas- 
sage down  the  Muotta  Thai,  and  the 
Russian  once  more  found  his  plana 
foiled  and  baffled.  Fearing  to  be 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  the  French, 
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he  gave  his  troops  a  few  days  of  rest 
at  Glams,  rendered  absolutely  indis- 

Sensable  by  the  fatigues  they  had  un- 
ergone,  after  which  he  once  more 
took  to  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Sernft  Thai  (Bte.  76)  to  the  Orisons. 
A  tittle  beyond  the  nunnery,  at  the 
end  of  the  Tillage,  the  view  into  the 
Bisithal  is  very  beautifuL 

The  path  to  the  pass  of  the  Fragel 
(Suwarrow's  line  of  march)  turns  up 
to  the  1.,  and  is  rather  steep  and  stony, 
but  is  practicable  for  horses.  It  is 
exceedingly  eas^r,  and  clearly  marked 
throughout,  but  is  better  on  the  Glarus 
side  than  on  the  other.  There  is  no 
inn  short  of  Riedem,  but  chalets  all 
the  way  and  on  the  top.  The  dis- 
tance from  Muotta  to  the  lake  of  Klon 
is  calculated  at  about  18  m.;  about  3^ 
to  the  foot  of  the  ascent,  4  to  the  cross, 
nearly  3  to  the  summit  of  the  pass,  and 
6  to  Auen,  on  the  lake  of  Klon. 

**  The  following  is  the  e2Lact  time  I 
took  walking  from  Muotta  to  Glarus, 
carrying  my  knapsack : — 
To  the  highent  croM      .     .     .    2  h.  30  m. 
Tothesammitofpaw      .     .    0      iO 
To  chalet  at  lake    .     .     ,     .    2      15 
ToGlarua 2      15 

Total  ftomMaotta  to  Glanu    7h.  40  m." 
— E.  C.  K. 

Sf  The  summit  of  the  Pass  of  the 
Fragel,  5200  ft.  above  the  sea,  is  the 
boundary-line  of  cantons  Schwy  tz  and 
Glarus.  It  is  rarely  free  from  snow 
before  the  month  of  June.  **I  was 
accompanied  from  Muotta  to  the  top 
by  the  priest,  on  his  way  to  pronounce 
the  'Benediction'  of  the  upper  pas- 
tures, a  custom  which  takes  place 
annually,  as  soon  as  the  snow  is  suf- 
ficiently melted  to  allow  of  the  cattle 
grazing." 

The  Klonthal,  into  which  the  tra- 
veller now  descends,  is  exceedingly 
beautiful.  On  the  rt  hand  it  is  waUed 
in  by  the  Glamisch  rising  in  an  ab- 
rupt and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 
by  a  sharp  edge  of  ice,  and  on  the  1. 
by  the  Wiggis,  scarcely  less  abrupt. 
Deep  in  the  recesses  of  this  charming 
valley  ties  a  beautiful  Lake  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot  of 
the  Glamisch,  whose  vast  ^rey  preci- 
pices descend  at   this   point  almost 


into  the  water.  It 
is  surrounded  by  meadows  of  the  most 
verdant  green,  covered  until  the  end 
of  autumn  with  flowers.  The  pre- 
cipitous tracks  along  the  side  of  the 
vaUey,  along  which  some  adventurous 
French  pushed  forward  in  pursuit  of 
the  Russians,  are  pointed  out  Ebel 
deservedly  calls  the  Klonthal  **une 
des  valines  les  plus  gracieuses  qu'il  y 
ait  dans  les  Alpes."  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
Glfimisch,  b^  the  side  of  a  waterfall, 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
l^e  *  Death  of  Abel,*  who  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  Ziirich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chlUet.  This  spot  is 
about  8  m.  from  Glarus.  A  field  path 
should  be  taken  just  opposite  a  water- 
faU  in  descending  the  fast  slope  upon 
the  hamlet  Auen,  at  the  W.  end  of  the 
lake.  It  is  about  16  m.  from  Muotta, 
7  from  Glarus.  The  gorge,  through 
which  the  waters  of  the  lake  descend 
to  the  Linth,  is  very  grand.  From 
Riedem,  in  llie  mouth  of  the  valley, 
a  foot-path  bearing  to  the  rt.  leads  in 
less  than  a  mile- to 
4  Glarus,  in  Rte.  72. 

ROUTE  75a. 

FROM  MUOTTA  TO  THE  BATHS  OF  STA- 
CHELBEBG  IN  THE  LINTH-THAL  BY 
THE  BISI  THAL. 

"  From  Muotta  a  good  horse-path 
leads  up  the  Bisi  Thai  to  the  hamlet 
of  Eigen ;  the  scenery  is  very  fine  and 
well  worth  a  visit;  it  is  much  nar- 
rower than  the  Muotta  Thai,  with 
overhanging  precipices,  and  well 
wooded.  Out  of  the  Bisi  Thai,  after 
passing  the  scattered  hamlet  of  Eigen, 
a  bad  path,  practicable  only  for  the 
pedestrian,  leads  across  the  mountains 
to  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  and  the 
Linth-ThaL  No  one  should  attempt 
this  without  a  guide.  After  leaving 
the  Bisi  Thai  the  scenery  is  the  most 
savage  conceivable.  The  summit  of 
the  mountain  between  the  valleys, 
across  which  the  path  runs,  is  a 
rugged  sunken  plain  of  bare  rock, 
many  miles  in  extent,  without  vege- 
tation of  any  kind  except  on  a  central 
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where  the  soil  has  collected,  the  whole 
surrounded  by  snowy  peaks.  The 
path  is  only  traceable  in  many  parts 
by  the  little  piles  of  stones  put  up  by 
the  shepherds  to  guide  themselves ; 
and  the  streams,  instead  of  finding 
their  way  into  the  valley  as  usual, 
tumble  in  cascades  into  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain.  Of  these  I  passed 
three,  each  of  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
millrace,  and  each  tumbling  into  the 
ground.  This  arises  from  the  strata 
of  the  rock  being  perpendicular,  or 
nearly  so,  which  has  also  caused  the 
soil  to  be  washed  down  by  the  rain, 
leaving  the  upturned  strata  of  the 
rock  naked  and  bleached  by  the 
weather,  something  like  a  crevassed 
glacier  turned  to  rock,  and  rugged  in 
the  extreme.  On  the  side  of  the 
Linth  -  Thai  this  savage  plain  is 
bounded  by  awful  precipices  which 
overhang  the  baths  of  Stachelberg, 
and  it  is  flanked  by  two  bold  peaks 
right  and  left.  It  took  me  12  hrs.  on 
foot  from  Muotta  to  the  Baths,  but  I 
was  alone  without  a  guide,  and  missed 
the  path  for  a  time ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  less  than  9  or  10  hrs. 
good  walking,  which  it  is  usually 
called,  or  even  more.  As  I  made  my 
way  safe  in  the  end,  I  may  be  thought 
to  nave  been  repaid  for  my  temerity 
hy  the  lonely  sublimity  of  my  situ- 
ation ;  for  while  alone  on  the  brink 
of  the  precipices  on  the  side  of  the 
Linth-Thal,  cranine  over  to  try  and 
see  where  the  path  could  possibly 
descend,  and  where  I  might  have 
dropped  a  stone  perpendicularly  1000 
ft.  at  least,  a  thunderstorm  came  on, 
and  the  lightning  flashed  below  me, 
the  clouds  for  a  time  hiding  the  val- 
ley. The  weather  cleared  up  again, 
or  I  should  at  least  have  passed  the 
night  on  the  mountains,  if  I  had  not 
been  lost  altogether.  As  it  was,  I  re- 
ceived no  other  damage  than  a  good 
wetting  and  considerable  fatigue — 
injuries  which  the  contents  of  my 
knapsack  and  mine  host's  tolerable 
supper  and  good  bed  soon  repaired. 
The  descent  to  the  Baths  is  very  steep 
and  fatiguing  :  there  is  no  auberge  by 
the  way.*  —J.  H. 


GLARUS  TO  COIRE,  UP  THE  SERNFT  THAL. 

13J  hrs.  =  43i  Eng.  m.  A  char- 
road  as  far  as  Elm  ;  beyond  that  a 
footpath,  difficult  and  fatiguing. 

About  3  m.  above  Glarus  the  valley 
of  the  Linth  divides  into  two  branches. 
Out  of  the  L  or  E.  branch  issues  the 
Semft  :  it  is  sometiipes  called  Elein- 
thal,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  larger 
W.  branch,  or  Linththal. 

About  i  way  to  Enghi  (7«n),  rt. 
there  is  rather  a  fine  waterfall ;  i  h. 
beyond  this  an  isolated  view  of  the 
Griamisch,  very  noble.  This  mountain, 
owing  to  its  position,  is  one  of  the 
most  striking  in  Switzerland,  seen 
from  whatever  side.  2^  Matt,  another 
village,  stands  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Semft,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  minor 
vale  of  the  Krauchthal,  up  which  runs 
a  path  to  Sargans,  over  the  Bisetten 
pass,  7  stunden. 

The  quarries  in  the  Flattenberg,  a 
mountain  of  the  grauwacke  and  clay- 
slate,  on  the  L  side  of  the  valley,  op- 
posite Matt,  furnish  excellent  slates 
for  roofing  or  for  writing.  Most  of 
the  schools  in  Switzerland  are  supplied 
from  hence  ;  and  the  slate  was  for- 
merly exported  down  the  Bhine  to 
Holland  and  the  Indies.  This  slate 
is  well  known  to  geologists  for  the 
beautiful  and  perfect  casts  of  fossil 
fish,  in  which  it  abounds.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  valley  is  unhealthy,  as 
may  be  learned  from  the  occurrence 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (those  afilicted 
with  the  latter  are  here  called  Tolpel 
—dolt,  blockhead— §  19)  ;  but  the  in- 
habitants of  the  upper  extremity  are 
a  fine  and  hardy  race. 

3|  Elm  is  the  highest  village  in  the 
valley. 

"  There  is  a  way  from  Elm  to  the 
Baths  of  Pfeflbrs— a  fatiguing  walk  of 
13  hrs.  The  path  ascends  the  Unter- 
thai,  and  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  -Ba- 
mth,  whence  the  panoramic  view  is 
singularly  grand,  into  theWeisatannen 
Thai.  There  is  a  tolerable  path  as 
far  as  a  chalet  on  the  E.  slope  of  the 
pass  ;  beyond  this  there  is  scarcely 
any  trace  of  one,  and  the  passage  Is 
not  practicable  for  mules.    From  this 
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ch&let  you  turn  to  the  S.  of  E.,  and 
cross  2  ravines  into  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
a  mile  or  two  below  the  source  of  the 
Tamlna,  which  rises  at  the  head  of 
that  valley,  in  the  glacier  of  Sardona. 
The  scenery  of  the  Gorge  of  the  Ta- 
mlna is  magnificently  grand.  The 
Kalfeuser  Thai  terminates  at  Vattis, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Calanda-berg,  where 
the  river  suddenly  alters  its  course, 
and  bends  to  the  N.  There  is  no  vil- 
lage where  refreshment  or  accommo- 
dation can  be  obtained  between  Elm 
and  Vattis."— W.  C. 

At  Vattis  there  is  a  little  Inn ;  it 
is  4  hrs.  wfdk  up  the  valley  from 
Pfefiers  to  Weisstannen,  where  are 
two  abominable  cabarets.  From  Weiss- 
tannen a  path  leads  in  5  hrs.  to  Matt, 
over  the  Biseten  Grat  N.B.  Guides 
are  necessary. 

At  Elm  the  bold  and  very  wild 
valley  of  the  Sernft  divides  again, 
and  minor  paths  ramify  hence — 1. 
Up  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  and 
over  the  pass  of  Panix  ;  the  entrance 
of  the  pass  is  between  2  projecting 
spurs  of  the  mountain;  the  defile 
within  ascending  in  steps.  2.  The 
pass  of  the  Segues,  which  we  propose 
to  follow.  Near  the  Tschingel  is  the 
Martinsloch,  a  singular  hole  or  gap  in 
the  precipice,  through  which  the  sun 
shines  March  4  and  5,  and  September 
14  and  15,  4  times  in  the  year,  upon 
the  village  of  Elm. 

There  is  a  passage,  difficult  to  find 
without  a  guide,  from  Elm  to  Stachel- 
berg:  time  to  the  top  of  the  pass  1| 
hour,  descent  2  hours;  not  practicable 
for  horses,  and  the  upper  part  very 
indistinctly  marked. 

Suwarrow,  after  the  aknost  incre- 
dible march  detailed  in  the  preceding 
route,  remained  like  a  stag  at  bay  for 
three  or  four  days  at  Glarus  for  the 
purpose  of  resting  his  wearied  troops, 
though  not  a  day  was  passed  without 
skirmishes  more  or  less  severe  with 
the  enemy.  At  length,  finding  it 
hopeless  to  attack  a  French  force  now 
so  greatly  superior  in  numbers  to  hisi 
own,  he  adopted  the  tremendous,  but 
only  remaining  alternative,  of  again 
leading  his  exhausted  and  diminished 
followers  over  the  high  crest  of  the 


Alps,  in  order  to  rescue  them  from 
annihilation,  and  enable  him  to  unite 
himself  with  the  scattered  fragments 
of  the  Russian  army  in  the  Grisons. 
He  broke  up  from  his  quarters  on  the 
5th  of  October.  The  lateness  of  the 
season,  the  difficulties  of  the  passage, 
and  the  vastly  superior  force  pressing 
on  the  heels  of  his  dispirited  soldiers, 
rendered  this  a  far  more  hazardous 
enterprise  than  that  which  he  had 
previously  accomplished.  The  miser- 
able path  up  the  valley  would  barely 
admit  two  men  abreast :  along  this  the 
army  painfully  wound  its  way  in  single 
file.  The  difficulty  of  the  ascent  was 
greatly  increased  by  a  fall  of  snow  2 
ieet  deep;  but,  as  though  the  hard- 
ships of  the  way  were  not  enough,  the 
indefatigable  French,  ascending  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Sernft,  allowed 
the  Bussians  no  respite  from  their 
harassing  assaults.  Numbers  lay 
down,  exhausted  from  fatigue,  to 
perish  on  the  snow;  many,  slipping 
down  the  insecure  fragments  of  slate, 
and  along  the  rocks,  polished  by  the 
frost,  were  hurled  over  the  precipices, 
and  crushed  in  the  abyss  below,  while 
the  enemy's  bullets  were  not  slow  in 
further  thinnine  their  ranks.  After 
five  days  of  tou,  and  four  nights  of 
little  repose,  since  they  were  spent  on 
the  bare  surfietce  of  the  snow  and  the 
glaciers,  where  many  men  were  frozen 
to  death,  Suwarrow  crossed  the  ridge 
of  Panix,  between  7000  and  8000  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  on  the  lOth  of 
October  gained  the  valley  of  the  Hhine 
at  Ilanz.  Even  on  reaching  the 
descent  into  the  Grisons,  many 
perished  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
fearful  chasm  of  tne  Araschka  Alp. 
For  months  and  months  the  foul  birds 
and  beasts  of  prey  were  gorged  with 
their  bodies,  and  the  bones  of  many  a 
warrior  are  still  blanching  in  the 
crevices  and  ravines  of  the  Jatzer. 
Thus  terminated  a  march  of  18  days' 
duration,  perhaps  the  most  extraor- 
dinary ever  performed  by  an  army,  in- 
cessantly engaged,  fiehting  a  battle 
almost  every  day,  ana  obliged  to  tra- 
verse a  country  totally  unknown,  and 
completely  destitute  of  resources.  This 
remarkable  retreat  was  accomplished 
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with  the  loss  of  all  his  artillery,  the 
gpreater  part  of  the  beasts  of  burden, 
and  one-third  of  his  men. 

The  Segnes  pass,  the  best  way  fipom 
Glarus  to  Coire,  ascends  a  minor 
valley  running  in  a  S.E.  direction  be- 
hind the  Tillage  of  Elm.  The  height 
of  the  pass  above  the  sea  is  7500  ft 
It  is  about  15^  miles  from  this  to  the 
first  village  in  the  Orisons  valley  of 


described  in  Koute  77. 


Flims\ 
li  Trins  / 
^  CoiBE,  in  Route  67. 


*^*  Any  additional  information  re- 
specting Routes  75, 76,  77,  78,  derived 
from  personal  knowledge,  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  Editor. 

ROUTE  77. 

COIRE  TO  ANDERMATT  AND  H08PENTHAL 
ON  THE  ST.  GOTHARD,  UP  THE  VALLEY 
OF  THE  VORDER  RHEIN,  TO  DISSENTIS, 
AND  ACROSS  THE  OBERALP. 

20  hours=:65i  Eng.  m. 

Mail'carriage  with  4  places,  from 
Reichenau  to  Trons  and  back,  3  or  4 
times  a  week. 

By  the  road  now  in  progress,  chars 
CiCn  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Vorder 
Rhein  as  far  as  Ilanz,  where  horses 
can  be  procured,  until  the  road  is  car- 
ried hi^er,  to  goto  Dissentis. 

"  It  IS  scarcely  possible  to  walk  from 
Reichenau  to  Andermatt  in  less  than 
2  days.  As  far  as  Dissentis  the 
scenery  is,  in  parts,  very  fine,  not  un- 
like Deeside  in  Scotland.  Thence  to 
Andermatt  is  desolate  and  uninterest- 
ing. The  number  of  small  castles  on 
heights  above  the  Rhine  is  remark- 
able; it  is  as  much  the  castellated  Rhine 
here  as  below  Mayence." — W.  M. 

The  Great  post-road  from  Goire 
(Route  67),  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
is  followed  as  far  as 

If  Reichenau — Irm :  Adler  (Route 
87) — where  the  waters  of  the  Vorder 
and  Hinter  Rhein  unite.  The  new 
carriage-road  is  fit  for  a  char,  as  far  as 
Elims;  it  is  well  constructed,  though 
narrow.  The  want  of  roads  and  of  inns 
(except  at  Ilanz),  the  pothouses  which 
supply  their  place  bemg  of  the  most 


inferior  kind,  has  hitherto  prevented 
this  beautiful  district  being  visited  by 
travellers  as  much  as  it  deserves. 

Quitting  the  highway,  our  road 
strikes  up  the  side  of  the  hills  on  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  village  of 
Tamins,  directly  over  Reichenau. 

N.B.~The  path  along  the  S.  bank 
of  the  river  below  Ilanz  is  still  more 
interesting  than  that  on  the  N.  At 
one  place  it  crosses  a  fine  ravine  by  a 
covered  wooden  brii^re,  90  paces  long. 
The  scenery  about  Reichenau  is  very 
pleasing. 

For  some  distance,  along  the  road 
on  the  N.  bank,  the  traveller  enjoys  a 
beautiful  view  up  beth  valleys  of  the 
Rhine.  The  entrance  of  that  of 
Hinter-Rhein,  up  which  runs  the  road 
to  tiie  Spliigen,  is  guarded  by  the 
castle  of  Rhsetzuns,  backed  by  villages 
and  church-towers  without  number. 
Beyond  Trins  .the  road  turns  aside 
from  the  Rhine,  and  bends  round  a 
little  monticule  rising  by  a  consider- 
able and  steep  ascent  into  a  small 
sequestered  upland  basin,  in  the  midst 
of  which  lies 

2|  Films,  a  village  3360  ft.  above 
the  sea,  named  from  the  number  of 
sources  around  it,  ad  fiumina.  **  The 
traveller,  who  would  avoid  beine 
starved  and  plundered,  is  cautioned 
against  entering  a  sort  of  roadside 
tavern  near  the  E.  entrance  of  Flims, 
on  the  rt.,  kept  by  a  chattering  fellow 
who  talks  French."— J.  F.  Here  the 
path  to  Glarus,  by  the  S^^es  pass 
(Rte.  76),  strikes  ofit  After  conti- 
nuing some  time  out  of  sight  of  the 
Rhine,  we  join  it  again  after  a  steep 
descent,  abiout  3  miles  beyond  Lax. 

3)  Ilanz  (in  Romansch,  Glion,  or 
Hon). — /fin;  Croix  Blanche,  ** clean, 
and  respectably  provided  with  good 
beds;  an  obliging  and  honest  land- 
lord; charmingly  situated,  dose  to 
the  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  opposite 
Ilanz."— ^.  F.  Dans  is  the  only  place 
in  the  valley  deserving  the  name  of 
town,  and  is  the  capital  of  the  Graue 
Bund,  or  Grey  League,  p.  215.  Its 
568  inhabitants  speak  the  Romansch 
tongue,  and  this  dialect  prevails  in  a 
large  portion  of  the  valley.  This 
place,  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
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river,  exhibits  marks  of  poverty, 
though  the  country  around  is  fertile; 
its  walls  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 

The  Pass  of  the  Valserberg  to 
Splugen  is  described  Bte.  80  b.  Boad 
narrow  but  level  to  Trons. 

Ober  Saxen,  a  village  on  the  same 
side  of  the  Khine  as  Ihinz,  and  about 
4  m.  higher  up,  is  German,  while 
all  the  villages  around  it  are  Bo- 
mansch.  In  its  vicinity  stand  4  an- 
cient castles,  now  picturesque  ruins, 
about  1^  mile  apart  from  one  another. 
Their  names  are  Mooreck,  Schwartz- 
enstein,  Biedburs,  and  Axenstein. 
Before  reaching  Ober  Sax,  the  road 
crosses  the  river,  but  again  crosses  to 
the  1.  bank  before  arriving  at 

4  Trons  (in  Bhcetian,  Tron)  — 
(/«»  .•  Casanova's  —  "  not  well  re- 
puted*'— J.  F,) — a  village  in  a  singu- 
hrly  beautiful  situation,  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  Bhine.  Its  800 
Inhab.  are  Bom.  Catholics,  and  speak 
Bomansch.  There  are  iron-works  in 
the  vicinity.  Trons  is  chiefly  re- 
markable, however,  as  the  cradle  of 
liberty  among  the  Bhoetian  Alps,  the 
Griitu  of  Grison  history.  Beneath 
tibe  shade  of  the  neighbouring  forest 
the  peasants  met  at  the  beginning  of 
the  15th  century,  to  concert  plans  for 
liberating  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren from  the  oppression  and  slavery 
of  their  feudal  lords,  three  or  four  of 
whose  castles,  now  in  ruins,  may  still 
be  seen  frowning  down  from  the 
neighbouring  crags. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  village,  on 
the  side  of  Ilans,  stands  the  decayed  but 
venerated  trunk  of  a  Sycamore  (Acer 
Pseudoplatanus ;  German,  Ahom), 
now  probably  6  or  7  centuries  old,  a 
mere  trunk,  cloven  and  hollow,  be- 
neath whose  once-spreading  branches 
the  deputies  of  the  peasants  met  the 
nobles  who  were  favourable  to  their 
cause,  in  March,  1424,  and  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  one  another,  and  to 
their  fr^  constitution  then  established. 
Such  is  the  origin  of  the  Grey 
League,  Graue  Bmd,  so  called  from 
the  grey  beards  or  the  grey  home- 
spum  garb  of  the  venerable  assembly. 
A  vigorous  young  shoot  has  sprouted 
forth  from  the  hollow  trunk,  and  is 


protected  by  a  raihng.  Close  to  the 
sycamore  tree  stands  the  little  Chapel 
of  St.  Anne,  whose  portico  is  adorned 
with  the  mottoes,  **  In  libertatem  vo- 
cati  estis;"  "Ubi  Spiritus  Domini,  ibi 
Libertas;"  "In  te  speravenmt  Pa- 
tres;"  and  with  two  fresco  paintings. 
One  represents  the  first  formation  of 
the  League,  the  principal  figures  being 
the  Abbot  of  Dissentis,  in  tne  robes  of 
his  order;  the  Count  of  Sax,  with  a 
white  flowing  beard;  and  the  lord  of 
Bhoetzuns.  The  other  picture  shows 
the  renewal  of  the  oath  in  1778:  the 
deputies  here  appear  with  starched 
frills,  and  hair  powdered  and  fdzzled; 
in  silk  stockings  and  widking-sticks. 
It  is  recorded  that  the  deputies  on  the 
former  occasion  brought  their  dinners 
in  sacks  on  their  backs,  which  they 
hung  up  by  nails  to  the  rocks,  while 
they  quenched  their  thirst  in  the 
brook  which  traverses  the  meadow 
of  Tavanosa.  The  more  courtier-like 
deputies  of  the  second  meeting  were 
more  sumptuously  feasted  in  the  man- 
sion of  the  Abbot. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  valley,  about  Dissentis,  are 
Boman  Catholics,  as  will  become  ap- 
parent from  the  increased  number  of 
churches  and  crosses.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  change  from  lime- 
stone to  primitive  rocks,  and  give  a 
different  character  to  its  scenery. 

Opposite  Sumvix  (Summus-vicus, 
abounding  in  cherry-trees)  the  valley 
of  that  name  opens  out;  it  stretches 
many  miles  S.,  far  into  the  Alps. 
Beyond  it  the  eye  is  arrested  by  tne 
view  of  the  Abbey  and  village  of 

2i  Dissentis  —  (^Inns :  Krone  ;  — 
Bathhaus).— The  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Dissentis  (in  Bomansch  Mustiir  or 
Monster,  from  Lat  Monasterium)  is 
venerable  as  one  of  the  oldest  ecclesi- 
astical establishments  in  Switzerland, 
founded,  it  is  said,  by  the  Scotch 
monk  Siegbert,  a  companion  of  St. 
Gall,  and  as  the  nucleus  of  early 
civilization  in  this  wild  and  remote 
country.  It  stands  on  an  elevated 
terrace,  3700  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
with  a  small  village  of  the  same 
name  clustered  round  its  base,  and 
near    the    head    of   a    rather    long 
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ascent.  It  is  protected  by  a  forest 
above  it  from  falling  avalanches,  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  v  order-Rhine,  at 
the  junction  of  the  two  Alpine  torrents 
which  unite  in  formine  that  branch  of 
the  river.  The  word  venerable  will 
not  apply  to  the  actual  building,  for, 
though  (ulapidated,  it  is  modem,  hav- 
ing been  built  since  1799,  when  the 
ruthless  French  invaders  burnt  it, 
and  along  with  it  the  library  formed 
in  the  7th  and  8th  centuries.  It  must 
be  allowed  that  provocation  was  given 
for  this  act  of  vengeance,  by  the  bar- 
barous and  cruel  murder  of  a  party 
of  French  soldiers,  who  had  been 
disarmed  and  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Swiss  Landsturm,  and  who  were  here 
set  upon  by  the  infuriated  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  valley,  and  lite- 
rally cut  or  torn  to  pieces.  The 
abbey  has,  however,  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance, from  its  siase  and  position, 
towering  above  the  humble  hovels  of 
the  village  below,  as  its  rich  and 
powerful  abbots,  in  the  middle  ages, 
lorded  it  over  their  yassals.  They 
'  were,  at  one  time,  firm  allies  of  the 
House  of  Habsburg,  and  the  abbot 
and  his  banner  occupied  the  van  at 
the  battle  of  Morgarten.  At  a  later 
period,  however,  1424,  Abbot  Peter  of 
Fontaningen  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Grison  liberty,  who  met  under  the 
sycamore  at  Trons. 

There  is  a  path  hence  up  the  Me- 
delser  Thai  to  Santa  Maria,  and 
thence  over  the  Lukmanier  to  Bel- 
linzona  (Rte.  78),  or  over  the  Uomo 
Pass  and  down  the  Val  Piora  to  Airolo, 
lOi  hrs.  (Rte.  80a);  a  third,  difficult 
and  dangerous,  runs  N.  over  the  Dodi- 
Grat,  by  the  Sandalp,  to  the  Baths  of 
Stachelberg  (Rte.  72);  a  fourth  by  the 
Kreutzli  Pass  and  Maderaner  Thai 
(Rte.  80)  to  Amsteg  (Rte.  34),  10 
hours'  good  walking. 

"Dissentis  is  a  convenient  station 
for  travellers  bent  on  exploring  these 
and  other  passes.  In  1845  the  busi- 
ness of  letting  horses  for  the  moun- 
tains was  in  the  hands  of  an  indi- 
vidual who  charged  exorbitantly  for 
very  poor  cattle,  viz.  11  frs,  a-day  for 
each  horse,  with  a  bonnemain  of  1  fr. 
a-day  to  each  of  the  guides.    At  Oli- 


vone  better  and  cheaper  conveyances 
(chars)  may  be  hired  for  20  fr.  to 
Andermatt,  and  fresh  riding-horses 
may  be  engaged  there  to  cross  the 
Oberalp  back  to  Dissentis." — J.  F, 

The  path  from  Dissentis  up  to  the 
Oberalp  leaves  the  Medelser  Thai  on 
the  1.,  and  ascends  the  vale  of  Tavetsch 
by  the  1.  bank  of  the  Vorder-Rhine, 
now  reduced  in  breadth  and  volume 
to  a  mountain-torrent.  The  path 
passes  the  villages  Mompetavetsch, 
Sedrun,  or  Tavetsch,  the  chief  place 
in  the  yalley,  and  Ruaras.  A  narrow 
gorge  now  leads  out  of  the  lower  into 
an  upper  valley.  This  part  of  it  is 
dreadfully  exposed  to  avalanches.  In 
1808  one  fell  from  the  Ruenatsch 
upon  the  village  of  Selva,  and  killed 
42  human  beings  and  237  head  of 
cattle.  Here  begins  the  last  and  most 
difficult  part  of  the  ascent;  all  regular 
track  disappears,  and  the  numerous 
furrows  worn  by  the  feet  of  the  cattle 
perplex  the  traveller,  who  will  hardly 
be  able  to  find  his  way  without  a 
guide. 

4  Ciamot  is  the  last  village  in  the 
valley  deserving  that  name,  and  pro- 
vided with  a  church;  it  is  5000  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  valley  of  Ta- 
vetsch is  the  cradle  of  the  Vorder- 
Rhine:  it  is  supplied  from  3  branches, 
having  their  source  in  the  vast  moun- 
tains which  wall  in  its  upper  extre- 
mity. The  ].-hand  branch  flows  from 
the  foot  of  the  Crispalt,  on  the  S.  side 
of  the  valley,  the  middle  from  the 
glaciers  of  the  Sexmadan  (Cima  de 
Badus),  the  third  comes  from  the 
Val  Comara  on  the  S.  At  Ciamot 
the  L-hand  branch  is  crossed,  and  the 
middle  branch  followed  for  about  a 
mile,  after  which,  adieu  to  the  Rhine; 
a  constant  ascent  leads  the  traveller  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass  of  the  Ober- 
alp, 6174  ft  above  the  sea,  by  the 
cross  between  the  Calmot  and  the 
Neugallas. 

On  reaching  the  opposite  declivity, 
a  small  lake,  mmed  for  its  trout,  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  traveller.  This  is 
the  Oberalp  See,  one  of  the  head-waters 
of  the  Reuss:  it  is  beset  with  bo|^, 
across  which  the  traveller  must  pick 
his  way  cautiously.    This  spot  was 
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the  scene  of  a  hard  struggle  between 
the  French  and  *Austrians,  in  1799. 
The  path  winds  along  the  N.  or  rt, 
side  of  the  lake.  The  vale  of  Urseren, 
with  Hospital  in  the  distance,  now 
opens  out  to  view,  and  a  long  and  wea- 
risome descent,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

3J  Andermatt,  on  the  St.  Gothard. 
(Rte.  34,  p.  105.)  To  walk  hence  to 
Dissentis  wiU  require  6^  hrs. 

4  HospenthaL    /«» ; .  Lion  d*Or. 


ROUTE  78. 

PASS  OF   THE   LUKMANIER  —  DISSENTIS 
TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  VAL  BLEGNO. 

10  hrs.  =  32|  Eng.  m. 

"  A  path,  much  frequented  in  sum- 
mer, and  practicable  throughout  on 
horseback,  though  very  steep  towards 
its  two  extremities."  "It  is  a  long 
and  not  very  interesting  pass,  except 
at  the  two  ends.  A  succession  of  long 
and  comparatively  level  valleys  on 
either  side  of  the  ±*ass  have  caused  it 
to  be  surveyed  for  the  construction  of 
a  Railway y  ( 1)  but  there  are  formidable 
gradients  from  one  level  to  another. 
A  tunnel  is  contemplated  between 
Dissentis  and  Curaglia,  but  how  is  the 
descent  to  Olivone  to  be  achieved  ?" 
— J.  D.  C.  The  valley  of  Medels,  up 
which  this  route  lies  as  far  as  Sta. 
Maria,  runs  in  a  direction  nearly  due 
S.  from  Dissentis,  and  is  traversed 
through  its  whole  length  by  the  Middle 
Rhine.  The  entrance  to  it  is  by  a 
rocky  and  wooded  gorge,  about  2 
miles  from  Dissentis,  in  the  midst 
of  which  the  Rhine  forms  two  cas- 
cades, and  beyond  which  the  val- 
ley opens  out  into  a  wide  basin,  lined 
w^ith  pastures  and  forests,  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  which  the  bear  is  still 
found,  while  the  chamois  abounds  on 
the  granite  peaks  forming  the  highest 
summits  oi^  the  surrounding  Alps. 
**  The  path  scales  the  steep  and 
craggy  ridge  to  the  rt,  of  the  gorge. 


of  which  it  affords  but  a  very  imper- 
fect view,  and  then  descends  into  the 
Thai,  opposite  Curaglia,  the  highest 
village  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  M. 
Rhine,  placed  just  above  the  influx  of 
the  torrent  which  descends  from  the, 
Medelser  Ghetscher.  A  little  further 
up  the  Rhine  is  crossed  to 

2  hrs.  Platta,  the  principal  place  in 
the  Medelser  Thai.  In  1  hr.  more, 
passing  through  the  hamlet  St  Rocco, 
Pon  is  reached,  whence  looking  back 
the  view  of  the  Dodi  is  superb.  ^  hr. 
higher  is  Perdatsch— J.  D.  G. — situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  the  Val  Cris- 
tallina,  which  runs  in  a  S.E.  direction, 
and  sends  forth  one  branch  of  the 
Middle  Rhine.  It  is  celebrated  for 
its  rock-crystals,  out  of  which  the 
shrine  of  St.  Carlo  Borromeo,  in  the 
Duomo  of  Milan,  was  formei  The 
ascent  here  becomes  more  rapid,  and 
the  scenery  wilder  and  finer.  Huge 
rocks  are  jumbled  about,  and  the  river 
roars  and  foams,  and  occasionally 
plunges  into  deep  gorges.  The  little 
hospices  of  St.  John  and  St.  Gall,  each 
with  its  warning  bell,  are  passed,  and 
in  about  5  hrs.  from  Dissentis  Sta. 
Maria  is  reached.  Here  a  stream  de- 
scends from  the  W.  out  of  the  Lake 
Dim,  at  the  end  of  the  Val  Cadelina; 
and  a  third,  between  these  two,  issues 
from  the  foot  of  the  Monte  Scuro, 

5  Sta.  Maria  is  a  hospice,  "  kept  up 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  travellers  by 
the  monks  of  Dissentis,  and,  though 
very  wretched  in  appearance,  the  tra- 
veller may  procure  forage  for  his 
horse,  and  a  meal  of  coarse  bread 
and  drinkable  wine  for  himself."  It 
stands  nearly  on  the  culminating 
point  of  the  Pass  of  the  Lukmanier 
(in  Latin,  Mons.  Lucumonius;  in  Ro- 
mansch,  Lukmajn,  or  Quolm  Sta.  Ma- 
ria), 5740  ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  is  said  that  the  army  of  Pepin 
passed  this  way,  a.d.  754,  on  his  in- 
vasion of  Italy.  Poles,  stuck  into  the 
rocks,  mark  the  direction  of  the  path 
across  the  Col.  A  horse-path  over 
the  Uomo  Pass  branches  off  from  the 
hospice  to  Airolo,  through  the  Val 
Termini,  or  Val  Eomo,  the  Val  Piora, 
by  Altanca,  Brugnasco,  and  Madrano; 
5^  stunden. 
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the  ^ene  of  a  hard  straggle  between 
^e  French  and  "Austrians,  in  1799. 
Ine  path  winds  along  the  N.  or  rt 
side  of  the  lake.  The  vale  of  Urseren, 
with  Hospital  in  the  dist^nce^  now 
opens  out  to  view,  and  a  long  and  wea- 
risome descent,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

Si  Andermatt,  on  the  St  Gothard. 
(Kte.  34,  p.  ]05.)  To  walk  hence  to 
Dissentis  will  require  6^  hrs. 

4  HospenthaL     Inn:  Liond'Or. 
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PASS    OF    THE   LUKMANIER  —  DISSENTIS 
TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  VAL  BLEGNO. 

10  hrs.  =  32|  Eng.  m. 

"  A  path,  much  frequented  in  sum- 
mer, and  practicable  throughout  on 
horseback,  though  very  steep  towards 
Its  two  extremities."  «»It  is  a  long 
^^^J^^l^ery  interesting  pass,  except 
at  tha  two  «md«.  A  succession  of  long 
and  etmmnrativelv  level  valleys  on 
either  itid^  ^  the  Vmu  have  caused  it 
to  he  Mitrv^tid  for  the  construction  of 
a  UaUway,  (i)  tmt  ihera  are  formidable 
gra^Ments  frma  mut  Uyel  to  another. 
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of  which  it  affords  but  a  very  imper- 
fect view,  and  then  descends  into  the 
Thai,  opposite  Curafflia,  the  highest 
village  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  M. 
Rhine,  placed  just  above  the  influx  of 
the  torrent  which  descends  from  the 
Medelser  Ghetscher.  A  little  further 
up  the  Rhine  is  crossed  to 

2  hrs.  Platta,  the  principal  place  in 
the  Medelser   ThaL     In  1  hr.  more, 
passing  through  the  hamlet  St,  Rocco, 
Pon  is  reach^  whence  looking  back 
the  view  of  the  Dodi  is  superb.    ^  hr. 
higher  is  Perdatsch— J.  D.  G. — situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  the  Val  Cris- 
tallina,  which  runs  in  a  S.E.  direction, 
and  sends  forth   one  branch  of  the 
Middle  Rhine.     It  is  celebrated  for 
its   rock-crystals,   out  of  which  the 
shrine  of  St,  Carlo  Borromeo,  in  the 
Duomo  of  Milan,  was  formed.     The 
ascent  here  becomes  more  rapid,  and 
the  scenery  wilder  and  finer.     Huge 
rocks  are  jumbled  about,  and  the  river 
roars  and    foams,    and    occasionally 
plunges  into  deep  gorges.     The  little 
hospt^s  of  St.  Jofen  and  St.  Gall  each 
with  its  warning  bell,  are  passed,  ana 
in  about  5  hrs.   from  Disscntis  feta. 
Maria  is  reached.     Here  a  stream  de- 
scends from  the  W.  out  of  tbe  Lake 
Dim,  at  the  end  of  the  Val  Cadelma» 
and  a  third,  between  these  t^o,  Muen 
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A  cross  on  the  summit  of  the  Luk- 
raanier  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
Grisons  and  Canton  Tessin.  Hence 
the  path  to  Olivone  and  the  Yal 
Blegno  descends  the  Alpine  Val  Ca- 
saccia,  to 

2  The  Hospice  of  Casaccia;  and,  a 
few  miles  lower,  to  that  of 

2  Camperio,  both  founded,  it  is  said, 
hy  St.  darlo  Borromeo,  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers. 

The  first  glimpse  of  the  spires  and 
plain  of 

1  Olivone,  from  the  wooded  steeps 
of  the  Lukmanier,  is  very  striking, 
the  descent  to  it  beautiful,  and  the 
village  itself  is  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing spots  in  the  Alps.  **  The  small 
Inn  kept  by  Stephano  Bolo  is  com- 
fortable, though  of  no  inviting  exte- 
rior, and  rather  high-priced." — J,    F. 

Olivone  is  the  highest  villa^  in  the 
Yal  Blegno,  and  stands  at  the  point 
where  the  lateral  valley  of  Casaccia 
joins  it ;  it  has  about  740  Inhab. 

The  Val  Blegno  (Germ.  Polenzer- 
thal)  is  travers^  by  the  stream  of  the 
Brenno,  which  enters  it  from  a  narrow 
cleft  in  the  mountain;  and  a  tolerable 
char-road,  in  part  carriage-road,  has 
recently  been  formed  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  from  Olivone  to 
Biasca,  on  the  route  of  the  St.  Goth- 
ard  (Bte.  34,  p.  109),  a  distance  of  4 
stunden.  All  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  is  very  beautiful. 

Many  of  the  chocolate-sellers  and 
cheitnut-roasters,  who  swarm  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  come 
from  the  Val  Blegno, 


ROUTE  79. 


MUOTTA  TO  ALTOIIP,  BY  THE    PASS  OF 
THE  KINZIQ  K.UJM  (8  hrs.) 

'*  The  path  is  the  same  as  that  to  the 
Pass  of  the  Pragel  (Bte.  75)  for  a  short 
distance  above  Muotta,  but  diverges 
from  it  to  cross  the  first  bridge  over 
the  river.  From  the  bridge  it  strikes 
straight  S.  up  the  mountains;  and, 
having  ascended  in  that  direction  for 


a  little  while,  turns  ^  off  towards  the 
W.,  away  from  the 'entrance  to  the 
Bisi  Thai.  The  ascent  is  continued 
obliquely  up  a  steep  broken  slope,  till 
the  path  arrives  eventually  upon  the 
wooded  edge  of  a  chasm,  in  which  the 
visible  stream,  which  issues  from  the 
high  valley  leading  up  to  the  Pass,  is 
heard  descending  in  cataracts  into  the 
Muotta  Thai.  A  track  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  on  the  right  bank  of  this 
stream,  is  now  pursued:  and,  after  an 
hour's  walking  from  Muotta,  the  ab- 
rupt ascent  ceases,  and  the  valley 
above  is  entered.  Having  passed 
through  a  wood,  the  path  crosses  the 
river  ror  the  first  time  by  some  chUets 
(1^  hour  from  Muotta).  The  river  is 
recrossed  after  another  quarter  of  an 
hour:  a  second  forest  is  traversed, 
and  a  third  bridge  crossed  (2^  hours 
from  Muotta).  The  part  of  tne  valley 
below  this  bridge  is  narrow  and  pic- 
turesque, shut  in  on  both  sides  by 
high  white  precipices.  Over  the  E. 
range  the  sun  did  not  appear,  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  tiU  8  o'clock. 
The  rich  green  slopes  N.  of  Muotta, 
speckled  with  ch&lets,  and  surmounted 
by  vast  cliffs,  may  be  seen  from  favour- 
able positions,  whenever  the  eye  is 
thrown  back,  through  the  opening  of 
the  valley.  After  the  third  bridge  is 
crossed,  a  wild  open  basin  is  found, 
out  of  which  the  track  is  seen  ascend- 
ing from  the  S.W.  comer.  At  this 
comer  the  river  is  again  crossed.  An 
hr.  and  ^  more  are  requisite  before 
the  summit  of  the  pass  is  attained. 
As  far  as  some  chalets,  about  half-way 
up,  the  path  may  be  traced  without 
much  difficulty,  as  it  takes  for  its 
guide  the  falling  stream,  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  rill.  Towards  the  summit, 
however,  it  is  faintly  marked,  and 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  other 
tracks.  The  stream  is  left  behind, 
the  direction  of  ascent  being  towards 
the  south,  amoi^  little  hiltocks  and 
hollows  fiJled  with  snow;  over  open 
ground,  where  many  directions  might 
betaken,  and  the  proper  route  lost. 
A  short  pole  marks  the  crest  of  the 
Pass  (7280  feet),  which  is  gained  in 
about  4  hrs.  from  Muotta. 
**  Great  interest  is  attached  to  the 
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Kinxig'  Kulm,  in  an  historical  point  of 
view,  as  being  the  scene  of  Suwar- 
roVs  disastrous  march  from  Altorf. 
Its  picturesque  attractions  are  also  of 
the  nighest  order,  as  the  view  which 
it  commands  is  of  great  extent, 
and  of  a  most  magnificent  and  com- 
prehensive character.  This  view  is 
rather  improved  by  being  seen  from 
an  eminence  to  the  E.,  reached  in  10 
m.  from  the  CoL  On  the  N.  side  are 
all  the  rocky  tower-like  summits  sur- 
rounding the  valley,  up  which  the 
ascent  to  the  Pass  has  been  made. 
Above,  towards  the  N.E.,  appears  the 
broad  white  mass  of  the  Glamisch. 
No  valley  is  visible  on  this  side; 
nothing  but  the  high  pasturages, 
^ass  mingled  with  rocks  and  snow, 
supported  on  the  precipices  and  bar- 
ren declivities,  whose  bases  are  lost  in 
the  valleys  beneath.  By  far  the  finest 

rrt  of  the  view  is,  however,  on  the 
side.  Here  the  eye  plunges  down 
St  once  to  a  depth  of  nearly  6000  ft.,  into 
the  wide  green  plain  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Beuss  and  the  Schachen,  from 
which  the  Russian  army  began  their 
ascent,  and  whence  they  must  have 
seen,  at  one  glance,  the  formidable 
height  of  the  ridge  they  had  to  climb. 
A  glimpse  is  also  obtained,  down  the 
channel  of  the  stream  tumbling  from 
the  Pass,  into  the  valley  of  the  SchS- 
chen  near  Spirinsren.  Out  of  these 
valleys  rise  m  afl  their  majesty  the 
high  Alps  of  the  Canton  of  iJri,  vast 
soBd  piles  loaded  above  with  ice  and 
snow,  and  furrowed  below  by  many 
small  valleys  and  ravines,  which  are, 
as  they  ascend,  finally  lost  in  the 
heart  of  the  mountains.  The  circuit 
of  mountains  begins  near  the  promon- 
tory of  Griitli,  above  which  a  part  of 
the  distant  country  about  Lucerne 
jus^  shows  itself.  The  group  of  the 
Bothstocks,  on  the  south  of  the 
Griitli,  are  the  first  glaciered  summits : 
then  come  the  Spannorter  and  the  host 
of  other  peaks,  clustering  together 
under  the  name  of  the  Surenen  Alps. 
Turning  thence  to  the  eastward  across 
the  Reuss,  the  circuit  includes  the 
Windgelle,  the  greater  and  lesser 
Ruchi,  the  Scheerhom,  and  the  Cla- 
riden  grat,  which  form  a  long  line  in 


front  of  the  Pass.  The  Dodi  lies 
behind  the  Clariden  grat,  and  is  not 
visible. 

"  The  descent  into  the  Schachen  Thai 
is  long  and  steep,  but  the  path  is  well 
trace<^  and  the  pole  on  the  Kinzig 
Kulm,  being  seen  for  a  long  time, 
would  help  to  guide  the  ascending 
pedestrian  on  this  side,  though  it  is 
useless  for  that  purpose  on  the  other. 
The  path  lies  throughout  down  the 
pastures  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream,  but  generally  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  it  The  Schachen  Thai 
is  reached  at  a  point  a  little  below 
Spiringen,  after  a  descent  of  2  J  hrs. 
!BTom  thence  to  Biirglen  it  is  a  walk 
of  f  of  an  hour,  and  another  -^  hour ' 
brings  the  traveller  to  Altorf. 

"  A  fine  excursion  maybe  made  from 
Altorf  or  Fliielen  into  the  Isen  Thai. 
The  footpath  along  the  mountains  is 
very  bad,  so  that  it  is  better  to  go  by 
boat  from  Fliielen  to  the  little  delta 
at  the  mouth  of  the  valley.  From  the 
heights  above,  which  hav9  then  to  be 
climbed,  there  is  a  beautiful  view  of 
the  bay  of  Uri,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Keuss.  About  half  way  up  the  valley 
is  the  village  of  St.  Jakob,  whicn 
commands  a  noble  prospect  of  the  Uri 
Rothstock,  a  great  pQe  of  ice  and 
crags,  seen  through  the  wooded  ave- 
nue of  the  valley.  Another  hour  leads 
to  it«  base  at  the  vaUey-head.  From 
here  the  mountain  is  a  very  grand 
object,  but  a  grander  still  from  a  very 
high  plateau  on  the  W.,  cut  off  by 
precipices  from  the  Isen  Thai.  From 
this  plateau  it  is  possible  to  cross  the 
ridge  above  into  Unterwalden,  but 
there  is  nothing  like  a  Pass.  The 
regular  route  from  the  Isen  Thai  into 
that  canton  is  over  the  Schonegg,  the 
way  to  the  Pass  striking  off  from  the 
path  up  the  valley  at  St.  Jakob." — 


ROUTE  80. 

AMSTAG  TO  DISSENTIS,   BY  THE  PASS 
OF  THE  KEEUZLI. 

**  This  Pass  requires  from  10  to  11 
hrs.,  and  should  not  be  tried  without  p 
J.  2 
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guide.  Anton  Tresch,  of  Amstag,  is 
a  good  guide." — J.  D.  G. 

"  The  Maderan  Thai,  a  valley  pene- 
trating among  the  Alps  to  the  E.  of 
Amstag,  between  the  Bristenstock  and 
Oberalpstock  on  the  S.,  and  the  lesser 
and  greater  Windgelle  on  the  N., 
opens  a  way  through  them  to  this 
Pass.  The  path  runs  at  starting  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Kerstlenbach,  which 
joins  the  Keuss  at  Amstag.  For  a 
few  minutes  it  is  by  its  side  :  the  as- 
cent to  gain  the  level  of  the  fields 
above  the  closing  gorge  then  com- 
mences, and  continues  for  about  j  hr. 
through  the  forest.  The  valley  be- 
hind the  gorge  is  thus  enterea  and 
followed  up  ;  the  chapel  of  St.  An- 
tony and  little  hamlet  of  Bristen  are 
passed,  and  a  little  further  on  the 
river  is  crossed  (40  min.  from  Am- 
stag), and  recrossed  10  min.  after- 
wards. An  hr.  after  leaving  Amstag 
the  stream  from  the  Ezli  Thai  is 
crossed.  This  valley  leads  to  the 
Kreuzli,  and  the  Maderan  Thai  is 
now  left.  A  considerable  ascent  is 
necessary  to  get  into  the  Ezli  Thai, 
as  the  path  has  to  mount  above  the 
head  of  a  high  fall,  in  which  the 
stream  precipitates  itself  into  the 

Maderan  Thai.  The  Ezli  Thai  is 
very  narrow  throughout :  it  is,  in- 
deed, a  mere  wild  ravine,  rather  than 
a  proper  valley.  The  first  bridge 
over  Its  stream,  above  the  fall,  is 
not  crossed,  but  the  three  following 
are.  Soon  after  crossing  the  third  of 
these  bridges  (about  2  hrs.  from  Am- 
stag), the  last  trees  are  passed,  and 
the  path  mounts  continually  for  nearly 
anouier  couple  of  hours  along  the  W. 
ilank  of  a  naked  desolate  ravine.  It 
skirts  on  its  way,  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  the  remains  of  an  immense 
avalanche  which  fell  1349— a  mass 
of  snow,  dirt,  and  fallen  rocks,  pro- 
bably i  a  mile  long.  Beside  it 
stands  a  cross  vrith  the  date  1834. 
A  small  marshy  basin  succeeds  the 
ravine,  the  valley  here  changing 
its  direction  from  S.  to  W.  At  this 
basin  the  way  to  the  Kreuzli  quits  the 
valley,  passing  the  river  and  ascend- 
ing the  eastern  mountains.  There  is, 
however,  no  bridge;  and  the  track  is 


not  perceptible  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  river,  though  it  soon  re-appears 
during  the  subsequent  ascent. 

"  It  is  well  worth  while  to  follow  up 
the  valley  for  half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
above  the  basin  just  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  immediately  leaving  it  for  the 
pass.  The  river  is  pursued  towards 
the  W.,  till  it  is  lost  in  a  short  defile 
beneath  the  snow,  with  which  the  bed 
of  the  narrow  passage  is  choked  up. 
A  multitude  of  gigantic  blocks,  heaped 
one  above  another,  form  one  side  of 
this  cleft  in  the  mountains.  The  snow 
affords  good  walking,  and  the  defile 
soon  gives  admittance  into  a  large 
hollow  of  the  highest  savage  cha- 
racter. It  is  utterly  sterile  and  un- 
inhabited ;  a  mere  receptacle  for  fallen 
rocks  and  snow.  The  glaciers  of  the 
Crispalt  sweep  down  upon  it  j  craggy 
mountains  of  the  boldest  elevation 
girdle  it  in  ;  their  splendid  summits 
rise  on  all  sides  high  into  the  sky. 
To  visit  this  spot  in  the  journey  over 
the  Kreuzli  would  not  increase  the 
duration  of  the  day*s  walk  by  much 
more  than  half  an  nour. 

"The  track  which  leads  to  the 
Kreuzli  pass,  after  the  marshy  basin 
is  left  and  the  river  crossed,  continues 
to  ascend  towards  the  E.  up  an  uneven 
slope,  until  it  reaches  the  opening  of 
a  kind  of  high,  short  valley,  by  pur- 
suing which  the  summit  is  to  be  gained. 
From  this  point  there  is  an  unexpected 
view  of  tie  bay  of  Uri,  and  of  the 
plain  at  the  entrance  of  the  Keuss 
mto  the  lake.  N.B.  This  is  a  good 
halting-place  for  a  mid-day  meal 
by  the  side  of  a  spring  of  delicious 
water.  The  last  ascent  to  the 
Kreuzli  is  gentle  but  rough,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  loose  blocks, 
alternating  with  patches  of  snow. 
The  track  only  appears  at  intervals, 
generally  upon  the  snow ;  but  the 
course  of  the  little  valley  is  in  itself 
a  sufficient  guide.  The  crest  of  the 
pass,  marked  by  a  pole,  is  reached 
m  5  hrs.  direct  from  Amstag,  or  6^ 
allowing  halts  to  enjoy  the  view,  and 
has  an  elevation  of  about  7500  feet 
above  the  sea. 

**  The  views  from  the  Kreuzli  are  on 
both  sides  of   an  extremely  savage 
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nature.  Nothing  is  to  be  seen,  through 
the  last  short  valley,  on  the  side  of 
Uri,  excepting  a  large  band  of  sharp 
peaks,  masses  of^  ice  and  snow,  and  a 
circuit  of  bare,  precipitous  mountain 
sides,  rolling  down  their  ruins  into 
the  head  of  the  desert  Ezli  Thai.  On 
the  side  of  the  Orisons,  the  eye  looks 
across  the  little  valley  of  Strim,  into 
which  the  descent  is  very  abrupt.  Its 
head  is  close  on  the  left,  where  it  is 
surrounded  by  a  range  of  precipices, 
which  bear  up  a  slope  occupied  by 
glaciers.  From  these  glaciers  the 
Oberalpstock  and  several  lesser  Alps 
raise  their  heads,  connected  together 
by  a  thin  rocky  ridge  with  many  teeth, 
which  cuts  through  the  fields  of  snow. 
There  is  also  an  extensive  view,  look- 
ing down  the  valley,  of  the  snowy 
mountains  between  the  Grisous  and 
the  canton  Ticino. 

*'  It  is  a  bad  descent  into  the  valley 
of  Strim  down  a  steep  declivity,  broken 
by  numbers  of  jutting  crags.  Occa- 
sional goat-tracks  supply  the  place  of 
a  regular  path.  Neither  is  the  track 
down  the  valley — when  its  bed  is  at- 
tained, and  the  ice-cold  river,  just 
sprung  from  its  glaciers,  waded  through 
— any  thing  like  a  good  path.  It  requires 
two  long  and  rather  fatiguing  hours 
from  the  summit  of  the  pass  to  reach 
the  village  of  Sedrun  or  Tavetsch  in 
the  valley  of  the  Fore  Rhine.  The 
valley  of  Strim  is  uninhabited,  and  its 
nakedness  is  not  relieved  by  a  single 
tree,  not  even  a  stunted  fir.  From 
Sedrun  to  Dissentis  down  the  valley  of 
the  Fore  Rhine  is  an  easy  walk  of  2 
hrs.  At  Dissentis  the  inns  are  not 
very  good."— R.  E.    (See  Rte.  77.) 


ROUTE  80a. 

DISSENTIS    TO    AIROLO    BY     THE     UOMO 

PASS.     (11  hrs.). 

"  As  far  as  the  hospice  of  Santa 
Maria,  5  leagues  from  Dissentis,  the 
way  to  this  pass  is  the  same  as  that  to 
the  Lukmanier.  A  little  tributary 
valley  of  the  Medelser  Thai  opens  from 
the  S.W.  into  the  plain  of  Santa  Maria, 
and  leads  to  the  Uomo  pass.    The 


path  ascends  from  the  plain  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream  which  waters 
this  valley.  There  is  no  difficulty  on 
the  ascent,  which  is  rapid  and  con- 
tinuous. The  valley  is  narrow  and 
barren,  and  presents  nothing  remark- 
able. The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
reached  easily  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  Santa  Maria.  Its  height  is  7160 
ft.  ;  the  ground  is  flat  and  bog.  y,  and 
not  adapted  for  a  path :  it  is  ac- 
cordingly traced  along  a  gentle  slope 
on  the  S.  edge  of  the  marsh,  where 
there  are  one  or  two  rude  chalets. 

"  The  descent  is  scarcely  begun  before 
a  commanding  view  of  the  knot  of  the 
St.  Gothard  Alps  opens  out  in  front 
above  the  lesser  mountains.  The  peak 
of  La  Fibbia,  the  highest  of  the  cluster, 
rises  in  the  centre :  the  more  distant 
but  loftier  head  of  the  Galenstock 
peers  over  them  on  the  rt.  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Ursern  Thai.  As 
the  descent  is  continued,  these  high 
Alps  are  gradually  lost,  and  the 
scenery  becomes  rather  dull.  The 
pastures,  or  *Alp*  of  Piora,  down 
which  the  path  lies,  produce  a  cheese 
of  considerable  repute  in  the  canton. 
At  length  the  quick  descent  ceases  for 
awhile,  the  path  having  sunk  within 
the  mountains,  and  reached  a  wild 
and  confined  plain.  On  one  side  of 
this  plain  is  a  lonely  tarn,  which  is 
backed  by  a  towering  range  of  savage 
precipices,  streaked  by  falling  threads 
of  white  water.  Between  the  tarn  and 
the  precipices  are  a  few  huts,  mere 
spots  beneath  the  ridge  that  overhangs 
tnem.     On  the  short  descent  from  this 

Slain  to  the  lake  of  Rotom,  the  way 
es  over  the  ruins  of  a  small  landslip, 
which  was  probably  attended  with 
fatal  consequences,  as  a  cross  stands 
by  it.  The  first  trees  are  met  with  on 
the  lake  of  Rotom,  which  completely 
fills  the  basin  in  which  it  lies.  The 
superfluous  waters  of  this  lake  are  dis- 
charged through  an  opening  in  what 
resembles  a  natural  parapet  wall,  con- 
necting the  opposite  sides  of  the  nar- 
row cleft,  through  which  the  chain  of 
crags  beyond  the  Val  Levantina  now 
comes  into  view.  The  descent  from 
the  lake  is  abrupt  and  long,  the  river 
forming  in  quick  succession  three  very 
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fine  falls,  all  of  different  character. 
The  first  is  a  broad  and  diffuse  white 
cascade,  divided  by  a  rock  in  its  upper 
part  into  two  faUing  sheets  of  water 
which  meet  below :  the  second  is  a 
tumbling  cataract :  the  third,  the 
grandest  of  all,  a  condensed  body  of 
water  shot  through  a  cleft  into  a  deep 
dark  rift.  A  singular  illusion  is  pro- 
duced in  passing  abut  opposite  one  of 
these  falls.  Its  roar  is  heard  within 
the  hut,  so  loud  and  close  as  almost  to 
outweigh  the  evidence  of  the  eyes,  that 
the  water  is  really  coming  down  at 
some  little  distance,  and  in  an  oppo- 
site direction. 

"After  passing  the  third  fall,  the  path 
is  fairly  out  of  the  Val  Piora,  and  on 
the  flanks  of  the  Val  Le  van  tina,  having 
been  throughout,  during  the  descent 
from  the  pass,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream,  which  it  now  abandons.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  Airolo  is  very  inte- 
resting. The  Val  Levantina  and  the 
St.  Gothard  road  are  left  far  beneath, 
and  the  path  continues  high  on  the 
slopes  of  the  mountains,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Madrano,  and 
over  the  thin  transverse  ridge,  pierced 
by  the  Ticino,  which  separates  the 
Val  Bedretto  from  the  Val  Levantina. 
Here  the  opening  of  the  Val  Canaria 
breaks  the  side  of  the  chain :  the  path 
descends,  crosses  the  stream  issuing 
from  it,  and  falls  into  the  St.  Gothard 
road  a  little  below  Airolo."— R.  E. 


ROUTE  80b. 

SPLiJGEN  TO  ILANZ   BY  THE  PASS  OF  THE 

VALSERBERG  (10  or  11  hrs.). 

"  It  would  save  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  cross  this  pass  from 
Hinterrhein  instead  of  Spliigen,  but 
the  superior  accommodations  of  the 
excellent  inn  at  Spliigen  make  it  on 
the  whole  the  best  starting-point  of 
the  two. 

"  The  great  road  of  the  Bemardin  is 
followed  as  far  as  Niifenen,  rather 
more  than  an  hour  above  Spliigen. 


Some  3  or  4  minutes  after  passing 
through  Niifenen,  the  footpath  to  the 
Valserberg  branches  off  to  the  rt.  by  the 
side  of  a  little  stream,  reaches  in  a 
few  minutes  more  the  base  of  the  chain 
rising  from  the  valley  on  the  N.,  and 
continues  to  ascend  along  its  side  at 
the  foot  of  a  line  of  cliffs.  These  cliffs 
extend  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  and  are 
an  excellent  guide  to  it,  the  way  up 
being  always  at  a  short  distance  from 
their  base.  A  wooded  spur  separates 
the  hollow  looking  towards  Niifenen 
from  that  leading  down  to  Hinterrhein. 
After  an  ascent  of  less  than  an  hour, 
this  spur  is  crossed  nearly  at  its  point 
of  divergence  from  the  northern  cnain, 
and  just  above  the  wood  which  clothes 
its  lower  part.  The  high  pastures  over- 
looking Hinterrhein  are  now  reached, 
and  the  path  from  that  village  falls 
in.  There  is  a  very  good  view  from 
this  point.  It  extends  over  the  Tam- 
bohorn,  the  glacier  and  mountain  of 
the  Marscholhom,  and  the  Piz  Val- 
rhein  with  the  great  Rhein  wald  glacier. 
The  course  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhein- 
wald  is  visible  nearly  up  to  thisglacier* 
Immediately  below  is  the  village  of 
Hinterrhein,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ber- 
nardin  pass,  and  from  which  the  whole 
tortuous  line  of  that  road  may  be 
traced,  up  to  the  hospice  on  the  summit 
by  the  lake  of  Moesa. 

♦*  The  last  ascent  to  the  Valserberg, 
a  rather  steep  one,  is  marked  by  poles 
up  the  face  of  the  mountain.  Under 
their  guidance  the  highest  point  of 
the  pass  is  attained  without  any  chance 
of  error,  in  something  less  than  3  hrs. 
from  Spliigen.  The  Col  is  a  narrow 
gap  in  the  crest  of  the  chain,  covered 
with  snow,  and  elevated  nearly  7500 
feet  above  the  sea-leveL 

"  The  view  to  the  north  is  very  wild. 
Several  bare  mountain  ranges  are  seen, 
one  beyond  the  other,  rising  out  of 
the  depths  of  the  valleys  sunk  among 
them.  Above  these  sombre-looking 
chains,  which  extend  to  the  Fore 
Rhine,  the  whole  line  of  the  Alps  of 
Glarus,  from  the  Dbdi  to  the  Scheibe, 
rises  high  and  white,  an  unbroken 
bank  of  snow  from  end  to  end. 

"For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Valserberg  is  left  behind. 
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the  way  down  is  marked  by  poles: 
the  highest  chalets  are  then  reached, 
and  a  stream  from  the  right  crossed. 
An  hour  and  a  half  more  are  neces- 
sary to  gain  St.  Peter's  Plaz,  where 
the  main  valley  of  the  Glenner  is 
entered.  Here  there  is  a  small  Inn, 
where  a  midday  halt  may  be  made. 
This  large  tributary  valley  of  that  of 
the  Fore  Bhine,  watered  by  the  Glen- 
ner, is  divided  into  three  districts; 
the  lower  valley  of  Lugnetz,  the  side 
valley  of  Vrin,  and  the  upper  valley 
of  Vals,  called  also  St.  Peter's  Thai. 
In  this  last  district  the  language  is 
German,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of 
the  Eheinwald  and  the  neighbouring 
Savien  Thai.  In  the  districts  of 
Lugnetz  and  Vrin  Komansch  is 
spoken. 

"  A  very  high  and  narrow  gorge 
above  Plaz  cuts  short  in  that  direction 
the  little  plain  in  which  the  village  is 
situated.  Another  defile  terminates 
it  to  the  N.  about  half  a  mile  below 
Plaz.  In  this  ravine,  through  which 
the  path,  having  crossed  the  river,  is 
now  conducted,  a  fir  wood  has  grown 
up  among  the  fallen  rocks  which  the 
mountains  have  cast  down  into  the 
contracted  passage.  Some  of  these 
rocks  are  of  great  size,  and  capped  with 
firs.  One  mass,  almost  slender  enough 
for  an  obelisk,  is  crowned  by  a  single 
tree.  Through  these  obstacles  the  path 
threads  its  way,  till  the  defile  becomes 
yet  more  contracted,  and  one  of  the 
grandest  gorges  by  which  the  Alps 
are  riven  is  plunged  into.  At  its  com- 
mencement the  river  is  again  crossed 
to  its  right  bank,  where  a  landing  from 
the  bridge  has  only  been  effected  by 
hewing  a  shelf  out  of  the  rock,  which 
literally  impends  overhead.  The  way 
is  afterwards  cut  with  some  difficulty 
along  a  broken  declivity,  both  sides  of 
the  gorge,  in  spite  of  their  extreme 
steepness  and  fractured  nature,  being 
tolerably  well  clad  with  pines.  At 
length,  the  river  being  left  beneath 
between  its  precipices,  some  sloping 
fields  above  them,  hemmed  in  by  crags 
and  hanging  woods,  offer  sufficient 
ground  for  mountain  habitation.  In 
this  part  of  the  defile  there  are,  ac- 
cordingly, found  some  collections  of 


houses,  called  by  Keller,  Feistenberg 
and  Montasg,  finely  placed  on  the 
green  slopes.  A  second  gorge  suc- 
ceeds, the  mountains  almost  swallow- 
ing up  the  river,  the  sharp  salient 
edges  of  the  cliffs  which  enclose  it 
seeming  about  to  close  in  one  another 
from  either  side,  and  to  be  only  kept 
apart  by  some  immense  force.  Above 
them  runs  the  path,  forced  to  ascend, 
and  scarcely  finding  ground  for  its 
course,  until  a  little  oratory  by  its  side 
marks  the  close  of  the  ascent  and  of 
the  long  defile,  and  the  fertile  valley 
of  Lugnetz  opens  out  to  the  N. 

"The  defile  just  passed  through  has 
a  length  of  about  six  miles.  Its  sa- 
vage grandeur,  when  it  is  seen  from 
the  little  oratory  at  its  termination,  is 
well  contrasted  with  the  softer  and 
open  character  of  the  wide  and  beauti- 
ful valley  of  Lugnetz,  which  stretches 
far  away  in  the  opjwsite  direction* 
Into  its  fields  the  path  now  descends. 
The  stream  from  the  valley  of  Vrin 
soon  falls  in,  coming  from  behind  a 
long  rich  tongue  of  land  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  two  Glenners.  The  river 
is  crossed  some  distance  lower  down, 
by  a  bridge  just  above  the  baths  of 
Pleiden,  which  lie  in  the  jaws  of  a 
wooded  lateral  gorge.  A  rather  long 
ascent  then  leads  to  KumbeU,  where 
perhaps  the  most  perfect  of  all  the 
views  of  this  singularly  picturesque 
valley  is  comman&d. 

"  ia.  this  neighbourhood  there  is  no 
habitable  ground  by  the  river;  but  ail 
the  villages  lie  on  the  heights,  where 
there  is  a  great  breadth  of  land.  On 
the  side,  opposite  to  Kumbels,  of  the 
broad  chasm  in  which  the  river  flows, 
they  are  built  on  a  long  well  cultivated 
plain  stretching  far  back  from  the 
river,  above  which  it  is  lifted  ^high  by 
wooded  precipices.  This  nlam  is  in- 
terrupted at  intervals  by  deep  clefts, 
cut  through  it  by  the  streams  descend- 
ing from  the  mountains  behind.  These 
mountains  form  part  of  a  great  multi- 
tude of  peaks  seen  from  Kumbels,  the 
snowy  Alps  at  the  head  of  the  valley 
of  Vrin  being  included  in  the  view. 
It  is  a  great  addition  to  the  pic- 
turesqueness  of  the  scene,  that  these 
mountains  do  not  appear,  arranged  in. 
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chains,  but  as  if  divided  into  a  number 
of  large  clumps  of  peaks,  the  further 
seen  uirough  the  gaps  between  the 
nearer  groups.  Each  group,  especially 
in  the  evening,  has  its  own  peculiar 
hue  and  tone  :  there  are  clusters  of 
brown,  grey,  blue,  purple,  and  white 
peaks,  according  to  their  different 
nature  and  distance.  The  village  of 
Kumbels  may  be  reached  in  less  than 
an  hour  and  a  half  from  Ilanz,  and 
might  therefore  easily  be  visited  from 
the  road  up  the  valley  of  the  Fore 
Bhine. 

"  The  path  from  Kumbels  continues 
long  on  the  heights.  It  is  onlv  at  a 
little  distance  from  Hanz  that  it  leaves 
them,  and  descends  into  the  valley  of 
the  Bhine.  This  river  is  crossed  to 
its  N.  bank — the  Croix  Blanche,  the 
best  Inn  at  Bani:  (Bte.  77),  lying  on 
that  side,  close  to  the  bridge.  From 
St.  Peter's  Plaz  to  Banz  is  a  walk  of 
fuU  5  hrs."— ;?.  E, 


BOUTE  80c. 

REICHENAU  TO  SPLliGEN,  BY  THE  SAVIEN 
THAL  AND  PASS  OF  THE  LOCHLIBERG. 

11 J  hours  =  35  Eng.  m.  a  bridle- 
path the  greater  part  of  the  way. 
Our  road  runs  up  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Vorder-Bhein,  as  far  as  the  German 
Protestant  village  Versam,  where  the 
fearful  gulf  of  the  Versamer  Tobel  is 
crossed  by  a  very  remarkable  wooden 
bridge,  with  a  span  of  200  ft.  (pro- 
bably the  widest  wooden  bridge  on 
this  principle  existing),  and  232  ft. 
above  the  torrent  Savien.  The  builder 
was  named  La  Nicca.  Here  a  path 
turns  S.  up  the  wild  valley  of  the 
Savien  or  Babbiusa,  a  very  remarkable 
ravine,  "  wilder  than  the  Via  Mala," 
of  which  the  W.  side  only  is  culti- 
vated and  inhabited  by  a  German 
Protestant  population  of  about  1000 
souls,  who  were  settled  here  in  the 
days  of  the  Hohenstaufen  Emperors. 
The  almost  uninhabited  E.  side  is  in 
places  formed  by  precipices,  the  rocky 
escarpment  of  Mount  Heinzenberg. 
The  path  is  carried  up  the  1.  or  W. 
bank  of  the  Babbiusa,  by  the  hamlets 


of  Tenna,  Areza,  Neukirch,  Platz^ 
where  refreshments  may  be  had  at 
the  Bathhaus  Inn. 

1.  A  deep  path  strikes  off  hence  over 
the  col  called  Stage  across  a  shoulder 
of  the  Piz  Beveren  to  Thusis,  4  hours. 
The  path  continues  over  the  meadows 
of  the  Camana  Alp  to  Thalkirche,  the 
oldest  and  highest  church  in  the  dis- 
trict Now  begins  the  ascent  of  the 
Lochliberg,  6570  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 

A  steep  descent  leads  down  to  the 
village  Splugen,  in  Boute  87, 


BOUTE  81. 

THE  PRETTIGAU — MAYENFELD  TO 
FIDERIS  AND  DAVOS. 

Mayenfeld  (7nw,  Alte  Post)  is  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1200  Inhab., 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Bhine,  but  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  river.  It 
stands  on  the  high  road  from  Bregenz 
to  Coire,  about  12  m.  N.  of  the  latter 
place,  opposite  to  Bagatz,  with  which 
it  is  connected  by  a  ferry.  It  is  the 
chief  town  of  the  League  of  the  li) 
Jurisdictions  (Zehngerichten-Bund). 
There  is  a  cross-road  direct  from 
Mayenfeld  to  Malans,  but  it  is  better 
to  follow  the  high-road  as  far  as  thq 
ZoUbriicke,  and  there  to  turn  off  on 
the  1.  to  Malans,  a  village  of  1054 
Inhab.,  overlooked  by  several  ruined 
castles,  and  situated  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Prettigau  (Pratigovia,  •'.  e.  val- 
ley of  meadows;  in  Bomansch,  Val 
Partenz).  The  entrance  of  that  valley 
is  through  a  narrow  gorge  or  defile, 
called  Klus,  a  mile  long,  broken 
through  by  some  geological  pheno- 
mena, so  as  to  give  passage  to  the 
waters  of  the  Landquart,  a  furious 
torrent.  This  pass  was  once  com- 
manded by  the  castle  Fragstein, 
whose  ruins  are  still  visible  ;  a  wall, 
extending  down  to  the  Landquart, 
once  closed  the  passage  into  the  val- 
ley. The  valley  abounds  in  fine  sce- 
nery, is  shut  in  by  high  mountains 
and  glaciers,  is  nowhere  of  any  ex- 
panse, but  rich  in  pasture-land,  and 
famed  for  its  large  breed  of  cattle. 
It  contains   a    population    of  about 
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10,000,  who  all  speak  German,  though 
the  names  of  places  are  all  Eomansch. 
The  rt..  or  N.  side  of  the  valley  is 
occupied  by  the  Alpine  chain  of  the 
JRhcetikoTiy  which  separates  ij;  from 
the  Vorarlberg  and  from  the  vale  of 
Montafun.  Its  most  remarkable  sum- 
mits are  the  Falkniss,  overlooking  the 
Bhine,  the  Scesa  Plana,  and  the  Fer- 
mund  {Ferreus  Mons),  on  the  borders 
of  the  Engadine.  It  is  crossed  by 
several  passes — one  is  called  Druser- 
Thor. 

The  Prettigau  may  be  approached 
by  the  traveller  coming  fbom  Coire  by 
a  cut  branching  off  from  the  main 
road  a  little  below  Zizers,  without 
g(»ing  round  by  Mayenfeld  or  Malans. 
A  tolerable  carriage-road  has  been 
made  up  the  valley  as  far  as  Kubi^ 
above  Fideris.  Diligence  from  Coire 
thither  runs  from  June  to  Sept  15. 
Above  Kubis  it  is  practicable  for  chars 
as  far  as  Klosters  and  Davos. 

The  road  ascends  on  the  rt,  bank  of 
the  Landquart  by  Griisch,  Thenoe 
the  path  runs  by  Schiersch  to  KUtinen ; 
above  which  it  crosses  the  stream  and 
scales  the  heights  to 

Fideris.  About  2  miles  S.  of  the 
village,  in  a  wild  and  romantic  nook 
of  the  mountains,  stand  the  Baths  of 
Fideris,  considered  efficacious  in  cases 
of  intermittent  fevers,  supplied  by 
several  alkaline  acidulous  springs,  the 
strongest  of  their  class  in  Switzerland, 
and  strongly  resembling  Seltzer  water. 
Visitors  are  accommodated  in  two 
Bath-houses,  capable  of  lodging  more 
than  200  persons.  The  visitors  are 
almost  exclusively  Swiss. 

"  There  is  a  decent-looking  inn  at 
the  village  of  Fideris,  but  you  are 
surer  of  accommodation  at  the  Baths, 
where  the  table-d'hote  is  well  sup- 
plied, and  the  scene  is  always  amus- 
ing."—J.  F. 

Above,  and  to  the  rt  of  the  village 
-of  Fideris,  rises  the  ruined  castle  of 
Strahleck;  and,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Landquart,  opposite,  that  of  Castels, 
which  was  stormed  and  taken,  in  1622, 
by  the  peasants,  armed  with  sticks 
alone,  from  the  soldiers  of  the  Em- 
peror Ferdinand,  who  at  that  period 
wanted  to  make  himself  master  of  the 


passes  of  the  Grisons,  to  extinguish 
the  Protestant  religion  in  this  coun- 
try, and  to  seize  and  banish  its  mi- 
nisters. A  path  leads  S.  in  8-J  hrs., 
over  the  mountains,  into  the  Schalfik- 
thai. 

About  13  miles  above  Fideris,  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Landquart,  lies 
lOosters  (/nn;  Hirsoh,  a  low  and  poor 
house  near  the  bridge),  a  village  named 
after  a  convent  suppressed  1528. 

A  path  perfectly  practicable  in  a 
char,  but  said  to  be  neither  very  easy 
nor  much  ft-equented.  goes  hence  S. 
over  the  Stutz  into  the  Pavos-thal. 
Another  path  runs  E.  over  the  Sei- 
vretta  into  the  Engadine,  up  the  valley 
of  Vareina,  and  down  the  valley  of 
Siis^.  Siiss  is  9  stunden  from  Klos- 
ters. 

Davos  (pronounced  by  the  people 
Davaas,  identical  with  P^az  of  Keller's 
map,  and  a  grotesque  and  curious  old 
town)  is  the  chief  place  in  the  valley. 
The  Eathhaus  was  formei^ly  decorated 
with  more  than  30  wolves*  heads  slain 
in  the  neighbourhood— proof  of  the 
prevalence  of  these  animals,  A  wolf- 
net  (wolf-garne)  is  still  hung  up  here, 
but  the  animals  have  diminished  greatly 
in  number. 

"  The  building  is  at  present  used  as 
an  Inn,  and  in  its  primitive  style  these 
mountains  perhaps  do  not  afford  a 
better.  The  Davos-thal,  below  Plaz, 
retains  its  pastoral  character  as  far  as 
Glaris,  Farther  down  it  is  much 
contracted,  and  at  Schmelzboden  is 
the  seat  of  extensive  iron«works." — 
J,F. 

"  At  Alveneu  voufind  yourself  again 
in  a  more  peopled  and  cultivated  re-« 
gion  :  on  the  1.  appears  Filisur  (p.  227), 
at  the  debouchure  of  the  Albula,  and 
the  Davos  Thai  en4s  at  the  junction 
of  the  streams." — J,  Ft 


ROUTE  8lA. 

COIRE  TO  DAVOS  PLAZ,  BY  THE  PASS  OF 

THE  STRELA  (9  hrs.). 

"The   Schalfik  Thai   (before   the 

mouth  of  which  Coire  is  built,  on  the 

banks  of  the  Plessur,  which  issues  from 

it)  leads  up  to  this  pass.     The  path 

I.  3 
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rims  along  the  heights  on  the  rt.  of  the 
river  ;  and  after  a  continuous  ascent 
of  nearly  an  hour  from  Coire,  reaches 
Maladers,  the  first  village  of  the  val- 
ley.  The  Col  of  the  Strela  is  visible 
from  this  point,  but  7  hrs.  more  will 
be  required  to  surmount  it.  On  the 
mountains  to  the  W.,  beyond  the  river, 
the  road  to  the  Julier  pass,  having 
climbed  the  heights  like  the  Strela 
rte.,  is  seen  making  its  way  along 
them  towards  the  S.,  and  will  remain 
in  sight  for  a  considerable  time.  Coire 
and  the  valley  of  the  Ehine,  that  has 
been  visible  during  the  ascent  to 
Maladers,  now  pass  out  of  view,  as  the 
traveller  advances  up  the  Schalfik  Thai. 
"  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  val- 
ley. There  are  no  villages  in  its  bed : 
all  are  on  the  mountains,  at  a  vast  ele- 
vation above  the  Plessur,  and  having 
apparently  no  communication  with 
one  another  across  its  stream,  which 
flows  at  the  bottom  of  a  broad  and 
profound  gulf,  sunk  between  preci- 
pices relieved  with  woods.  From 
Maladers  to  Langwiesen,  a  distance 
of  nearly  5  leagues,  the  path  can 
scarcely  ever  be  less  than  1000  feet 
above  the  river.  It  passes,  on  its 
way,  through  several  villages,  occu- 
pying tracts  of  ground  on  the  tops  of 
spurs  or  promontories  projecting  from 
the  northern  mountains,  and  divided 
from  one  another  by  lateral  ravines, 
which  have  to  be  dipped  into  and 
doubled  round.  Upon  the  streams  in 
the  depths  of  these  ravines,  mills  are 
frequently  discovered.  The  circuitous 
course,  and  the  ups  and  do^vns  on 
ground  of  this  nature,  render  the  way 
longer  than  it  might  seem  by  the  map. 
To  the  S.  of  the  river,  and  also  on  the 
"W.,  where  the  Julier  road  runs,  the 
character  of  the  country  is  of  a  similar 
kind.  The  valley  and  chain  forma- 
tion of  the  Alps  is  not  perceptible 
here.  As  in  the  Lugnetzer  Thai,  the 
mountains  are  collected  into  clusters 
behind  the  high  inhabited  plains, 
knolls,  and  strips  of  land,  which  are 
often  varied  themselves  with  green 
hills  and  eminences.  The  promon- 
tories on  one  side  of  the  river  run  out 
towards  the  hollows  between  those  on 
the  other,  and  help  to  destroy   the 


appearances  of  a  regular  valley,  which 
tne  course  of  the  river  might  other* 
wise  make.  One  of  the  finest  views 
of  the  Schalfik  Thai  is  from  Cal- 
freisen,  a  village  with  an  ancient 
tower  crowned  with  trees.  The 
snowy  mountains  of  the  Kalfeuser 
Thai  are  seen  through  the  opening  of 
the  valley.  The  large  village  of 
Ischiertschen  is  a  prominent  object  on 
the  southern  pile  of  Alps ;  and  that  of 
Malix,  upon  the  Julier  road,  on  those 
to  the  W. 

"  Thehousesinthe  Schalfik  Thai  are 
well  built.  At  St.  Peter*s  and  Lang- 
wiesen, the  parsonages  are  marked  by 
inscriptions,  and  the  school-house  at 
Pelst  nas,  besides,  a  few  verges  on  its 
front. 

"  Langwiesen  is  reached  in  5^  hours 
from  Coire  ;  in  2  more  the  col  i'? 
gained,  the  last  half-hour  being  stif) 
work  in  zigzags.  The  height  of  the 
pass,  a  slight  round  depression  between 
two  craggy  summits,  is  nearly  7700  ft. 
above  the  sea.  Looking  back  from  its 
crest,  the  whole  course  of  the  Schalfik 
Thai  may  be  traced  among  its  moun- 
tains ;  beyond  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
is  the  Galanda ;  and  still  more  dis- 
tant, the  Alps  of  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
and  the  snowy  group  at  its  head,  on 
the  confines  of  Glarus  and  the  Ori- 
sons. The  view  in  the  other  direction 
is  best  seen  after  a  short  descent.  It 
then  comprises  all  the  summits  of  the 
chain  towards  the  Engadin,  from  the 
valley  of  the  Albula  to  the  Tyrolese 
frontier.  The  blunt  black  pyramid  of 
the  Schwarzhom  is  in  the  middle, 
just  opposite  the  Strela ;  and  the  head 
of  the  Piz  Linard  (11,200  ft.),  the 
highest  of  the  range,  rises  over  the 
central  line  of  peaks  from  the  side 
of  the  Engadin,  on  the  left  of  the 
Schwarzhom. 

"  The  valley  of  Davos  is  soon  over- 
looked on  the  descent.  At  its  head 
reposes  the  Gross  See,  set  in  grass 
and  woods.  Just  above  it  is  the  pass 
of  Stuz,  more  than  2000  feet  beneath 
the  Strela,  and  leading  into  the  Prat- 
tigau.  The  bold  craggy  chain  of  the 
Bhatikon,  seen  over  tnis  low  pass, 
bounds  the  hollow  of  that  valley  to  the 
north. 
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**A  steep  descent  of  an  hour  from  the 
Strela  brings  one  to  Davos  Plaz,  a 
secluded  village,  whose  houses  are 
scattered  over  part  of  an  extensile 
sheet  of  grass,  rorming  an  open  reach 
of  the  vaUey,  about  half-a-mile  broad 
and  three  m  length,  the  sides  of  the 
enclosing  fountains  being  covered 
with  fine  forests  to  a  good  height. 
The  church  of  Davos  has  a  lofty,  ta- 
pering spire.  The  inn,  where  good 
destrian's  accommodation  may  be 
,  is  the  next  house  to  the  church  ; 
it  is  called  the  Kathhaus,  but  has  no 
external  signs  of  being  a  house  of 
entertainment.  Though  strangers  sel- 
dom come  here,  it  is  much  frequented 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  canton,  and 
is  a  good  place  for  the  study  of  Grison 
character."— i?.  K 

ROUTE  81b. 

DAVOS  PLAZ  TO  THE  BATHS  OF  TAB  ASP, 
IN  THE  ENQADIN,  BY  THE  FLUELA  PASS 

(11  or  12  hrs,), 

**  The  lateral  valley  leading  up  to 
this  pass  onens  into  the  Davos  Thai 
about  a  mile  above  Plaz.  The  path 
runs  on  the  rt  bank  of  its  stream 
nearly  the  whole  way,  crossing  to  the 
other  side  only  for  a  very  short  time, 
when  about  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley has  been  traversed.  The  ascent 
is  easy  throughout,  and  the  path  dis*^ 
tinctly  marked.  There  is  little  re- 
markable in  the  scenery,  which  is  of 
a  wild  and  dreary  nature.  The  deso- 
lation increases  with  the  height,  and 
the  path  eventually  arrives  in  a  erloomy 
basin,  where  a  number  of  little  riUs 
unite  to  form  the  main  stream  of  the 
valley.  In  this  basin  rock  and  mossy 
grass  are  mingled  in  about  equal  pro- 
portions ;  patches  of  snow  hang  on  the 
steeps  around ;  over  all  is  the  sombre 
peak  of  the  Schwarzhom,  vdth  its 
glaciers  beneath.  Leaving  behind  this 
unattractive  but  characteristic  scene, 
the  traveller  finds  himself  at  once  on 
the  summit  of  the  Fliiela  (7900  ft.). 
It  is  a  small  plain  occupied  by  two 

S>ols,  and  within  4  hours  walk  from 
avos. 
**  After  a  gpradual  descent  for  a  time 


towards  the  S.,  a  wild  barren  valley  is 
overlooked,  running  down  from  W.  to 
E.  Its  head  seems  to  lie  a  consider- 
able distance  to  the  rt.,  behind  the 
Schwarzhom,  and  among  the  glaciers. 
The  path,  turning  to  the  1.,  is  con- 
ducted along  the  mountain  side  above 
this  valley,  into  which  it  descends  by 
degrees.  It  then  follows  the  L  bank 
of  the  stream  for  a  long  while,  only 
crossing  to  the  rt,  a  little  distance 
above  Siis,  where  it  joins  the  road  of 
the  Engadin.  Siis  is  a  good  2^  hourK* 
walk  from  the  top  of  the  Fliiela. 

**  N.B.  The  traveller  going  by  this 
pass  from  Siis  must  remember  to  cross 
the  river  to  the  1.  or  N.  bank  at  the 
first  bridge.  He  might  otherwise 
easily  overshoot  the  stream  falling 
into  the  vallpy  from  the  Fliiela,  and 
be  led  away  past  it  iip  the  valley, 
where  there  is  a  track  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  river  to  mislead  him.  This 
caution  is  the  more  necessary,  as  the 
country  between  Davos  aiia  Siis  is 
very  inaccurately  laid  down  in  Keller's 
map,  where,  among  other  errors,  the 
pass  of  the  Fliiela  is  made  to  lie  at  the 
head  of  the  valley,  up  which  the  path 
runs  from  Siis. 

"  It  is  a  walk  of  5  hours  down  the 
Engadin  from  Siis  to  the  baths  of 
Tarasp.  The  path  branched  off  from 
the  main  road  on  the  heights  near 
Ardetz,  passes  through  that  village, 
descends  into  the  gorge  of  the  Inn  to 
a  hidden  bridge,  crosses  it,  and  ascends 
to  the  heights  on  the  S.  of  the  river. 
The  position  of  tarasp  is  marked  by 
its  old  castle,  perched  on  a  conical 
hill  in  the  elevated  plain  where  the 
village  stands.  From  here  there  is  a 
splendid  view  of  the  Engadin  and  its 
mountains,  both  up  and  down  the  val- 
ley. Some  very  ^and  rocky  peaks 
rise  directly  at  the  oack  of  the  plateau 
of  Tarasp ;  the  high  village  of  Fettan 
is  conspicuous  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Inn ;  and  the  Schwarzhom  closes  the 
view  to  the  W.  The  inns  attached 
to  the  baths  are  not  at  Tarasp,  but 
a  mile  or  two  farther  on,  at  the 
village  called  by  Keller  Vulpera. 
Here,  at  the  Albergo  Conzetti,  very 
good  accommodation  is  to  be  had  (see 
Bte.  84).     The  mineral  spring  is  ^  an 
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hour's  walk  above  the  hotels,  at  the 
foot  of  a  cliff  by  the  side  of  the  river 
Inn."-^.  E. 

ROUTE  82. 

PASS  OF  THE  JULIER,  FROM  COIRE  VP 
THE  VALLEY-  OF  OBERHALBSTEIN  TO 
THE  BATHS  OP  ST.  MORITZ,  IN  THE 
ENGADINE  AND  SAMADAN. 

17J  leagues  =  52  Eng.  m. 

A  carriage-road  finished  1839.  It 
is  traversed  daily  in  summer  except 
Sunday,  by  a  diligence  as  far  as  Sama- 
dan,  in  15  hrs. 

On  quitting  Coire,  the  traveller 
leaves  on  the  1.  the  entrance  to  the 
Schalfik-thal,  and  passes  through  the 
villages  of  Malix, 

2|  Churwalden,  and  Parpan  ;  then, 
over  a  barren  heath,  to 

Lenz. — (/n»:  Krone-,  a  tolerable 
dining-place.)  Here  the  road  divides ; 
one  branch,  a  path,  runs  to  the  Albula 
(Rte.  83)  ;  the  other  is  the  carriage- 
road  to  the  Julier.  Beyond  Lenz, 
the  Eomansch  tongue  (p.  192)  is 
almost  exclusively  spoken;  even  Ger- 
man is  rarely  understood,  except  in 
the  inns. 

The  river  Albula  is  crossed  in  order 
to  reach 

3J  Ti^enkasten  (Rom.  Caste),  (/nn 
execrable),  a  viUaee,  situated,  as  its 
name  implies,  in  a  deep  hollow,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Oberhalbstein,  or  val- 
ley, running  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Ju- 
lier and  Septimer,  a  distance  of  about 
20  m.  It  is  scattered  over  with  ruins 
of  castles  ;  no  less  than  10  of  which 
may  still  be  counted,  "and  concen- 
trates in  itself  the  most  extraordinary 
combination  of  grand  features  in  the 
whole  pass.'* — J.  F. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Albula 
Pass  (p.  230)  turns  to  the  1.  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Oberhalbstein. 

Immediately  above  Tiefenkasten, 
the  road  is  carried  through  a  remark- 
able gorge  called  the  Stein,  which 
has  been  compared,  in  the  grandeur 
of  its  scenery,  with  the  via  Mala 
(Rte.  87). 

The  valley  near  Turzen  is  very 
bleak  and  bare  j  its  inhabitants,  the 
women  especially,  have  a  most  squalid 


aspect.  A  constant  and  steep  asoent 
through  more  picturesque  scenery 
brings  you  to  the  village  of 
•  3|  Molins  (Miihlen),  a  ^ood  /nn, 
or  rather  an  excellent  hotel,  in  a  little 
amphitheatre,  amidst  the  finest  scenery 
of  the  Oberhfidbstein.  To  reach  Miih- 
len, the  road  crosses  the  stream  of  the 
Taller,  and  recrossing  it  to  the  next 
village  of  Saur  and  Marmels,  brings 
you  at  length  to 

Bivio  or  Stalla,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pitz 
d*Emet,  (the  Capuchin  who  acts  as 
parish  priest  would  possibly  accom- 
modate a  traveller.)  This  very  poor 
and  inhospitable-looking  village  lies 
at  the  branching  of  two  passes,  the 
Julier  and  Septimer.  The  Septimer 
leads  into  the  Val  Bregaglia  (Rte.  89); 
it  takes  2  hrs.  from  Bivio  to  reach  the 
summit.  The  S.  slope  is  very  steep 
Bivio  is  placed  in  a  secluded  basin, 
shut  in  by  high  mountains,  in  a  cli- 
mate so  severe  that  all  vegetation  is 
stunted.  Not  a  tree  can  grow  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  people  are  re- 
duced to  burn  sheep-dung  for  fuel. 
Potatoes  rarely  ripen  at  this  height — 
5630  ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  takes  about  2  hrs.  to  ascend  from 
Stalla  to  the  summit  of  the  Jviier  Pass, 
6830  ft.  above  the  sea  level.  The  as- 
cent is  not  difficult,  and  the  pass  is 
remarkably  safe  from  avalanches.  Its 
scenery  is  not  particularly  grand,  the 
outline  of  the  mountains  beine  round. 
On  the  top,  the  road  passes  between 
two  rudely  hewn  pillars  or  milestones 
of  g^ranite  (derived  from  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains),  believed  to  be 
Roman,  called  Jttlius*s  Columns,  They 
are  about  4  ft.  high,  destitute  of  in- 
scription, but  may  have  been  set  up  as 
mile-stones  in  the  time  of  Augustus, 
who  caused  a  Roman  highway  to  be 
carried  from  Chiavenna  over  the 
passes  of  the  Maloia  and  Julier.  A 
carriage-road  was  formed  across  this 
pass  to  St.  Moritz,  in  1823  ;  but  as 
no  attempt  was  made,  till  very  lately, 
to  improve  the  approach  to  it  through 
the  Oberhalbstein,  little  advantage 
was  gained  by  it  Flocks  of  Berga* 
mesque  sheep  are  often  found  on  the 
highest  pastures,  near  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  in  summer.    A  still  more 
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easy  descent  leads  into  the  Engadine, 
to  the  Tillage  of 

5  Silva  Plana  (/n»;  Croix  Blanche), 
situated  between  two  smaU  lakes, 
which  are  feeders  and  reservoirs  of 
the  river  Inn,  at  the  junction  of  the 
roads  from  the  two  passes  of  the  Ju- 
lier  and  Maloja,  5560  ft.  above  the  sea. 

On  the  1.  bank  of  the  Inn  stands 

St  Moritz, — Inns:  Obere  Gasthof, 
best  :  the  only  one  affording  toler- 
able accommodation :  Mittlere  and 
Untere  Gasthof :  the  inns  were  shut 
up  by  the  17th  Sept.  1844.  This  little 
village  is  rising  into  repute  in  Swit- 
zerland as  a  watering-place,  upon  the 
strength  of  its  very  powerful  chaly- 
beate waters,  first  described,  1539,  by 
Paracelsus.  The  spring  rises  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Kosegg,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Inn,  in  a  marshy  meadow,  20 
min.  walk  from  the  village  ;  the  visi- 
tors are  conveyed  in  an  omnibus.  A 
^urAau8  has  been  built  over  it.  The 
water  is  heated  to  supply  the  baths. 

The  village  contains  but  160  Inhab. 
Its  situation  on  the  W.  and  S.  slopes 
of  a  hiU  is  really  delightful,  overlook- 
ing the  Inn,  and  several  beautiful 
green  lakes  which  that  river  forms  in 
this  part  of  its  course.  The  climate 
is  too  cold  to  aUow  even  barley  to 
flourish ;  the  surrounding  land  is 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pastures,  which  are 
let  to  Bergamesque  shepherds  ;  and 
there  are  some  forests  of  larch  on  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  The  little 
lake  close  to  the  village,   which  is 

fenerallv  frozen  over  from  St.  An- 
rew*s-aay  (the  end  of  November)  to 
the  beginning  of  May,  furnishes  capi- 
tal trout. 

A  traveUer  repairing  to  church  on 
a  Sunday,  at  St.  Moritz,  found  the 
parish  fire-engine  drawn  up  by  the 
side  of  the  pulpit — the  church,  in  this 
and  other  villages,  being  somewhat 
profanely  used  as  an  engine-house. 
He  found  the  office  of  watchman  filled, 
and  its  duties  discharged,  by  a  woman, 
and  a  female  also  occupied  the  situa- 
tion of  baker,  the  bakehouse  being  the 
property  of  the  parish. 

The  principal  Excursions  to  be  made 
from  St.  Moritz  are  up  the  valley  to 
the  Lugni  See,  the  source  of  the  Inn 


(Bte.  89)  ;  to  the  great  Bemina  gla- 
cier (Rte.  85)  ;  and  down  the  vaSey 
to  the  pass  of  Finstermiinz  (Rte.  84). 
2^  Samadan. 

ROUTE  83. 

COIRE  TO  PONTE   IN  THE  ENGADINE,  BY 
WEISSENSTEIN,  AND  THE  ALBULA  PASS, 

14i  hrs.  :=  47^  Ene.  miles. 

The  upper  part  of  this  route  is  a 
bridle-path,  but  throughout  practicable 
for  light  carts.     As  far  as 

4^  Lenz,  it  is  identical  with  the 
preceding  route,  but  at  Lenz  it  turns 
round  the  shoulder  of  the  mountain 
to  the  E.,  leaving  Tiefenkasten  on  the 
rt.,  and  passing  the  village  of  Brienz, 
ascends  the  vale  of  Albula.  On  the 
L  towers  the  castle  of  Belfort,  on  an 
almost  inaccessible  rock.  In  about  3 
miles  more  .we  reach  the  baths  of 
Alveneu,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Albula, 
and  between  1  and  2  m.  from  the  vil- 
lage of  the  same  name,  and,  crossing 
the  mouth  of  the  Davos  Thai  and  the 
stream  running  out  of  it,  follow  the 
Albula,  ascending,  in  a  S.E.  direction, 
to 

2|  Filisur,  a  large  white  and  pic- 
turesque village  on  its  rt.  bank,  hav- 
ing a  marked  resemblance  in  its  pe- 
ciQiarities  to  the  villages  of  the  Enga- 
dine  Near  it  stand  the  ruins  of 
Schloss  Greifenstein.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  this  and  the  adjoining  valley 
emigrate  from  home  to  various  parts 
of  Europe,  where  they  exercise  the 
craft  of  pastry-cooks,  frequently  re- 
turning hither  to  end  their  days  in 
opulence  earned  by  industry.  Two 
miles  above  Filisur  are  the  abandoned 
silver-mines  of  Bonacelsa,  and  4  miles 
from  hence  the  path  enters  the  narrow 
ravine  called  Berguner-Stevn^  which, 
like  that  near  Tiefenkasten  (p.  228), 
has  been  compared  with  the  Via 
Mala ;  "  and  certainly  in  some  re- 
spects bears  a  strong  resemblance, 
though 'of  far  inferior  extent  and  sub- 
limity. Its  outlet,  however,  is  sin- 
gularly fine." — J.  F.  For  a  distance 
of  more  than  1000  ft  the  path  is 
hewn,  or  blasted,  out  of  the  face  of 
the  rock,  and  the  Albula  roars  at  a 
depth  of  500  or  600  ft.  below. 
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2  Bergvin  (Rom.  Bergoffn),  a  vil- 
lage of  about  600  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, speaking  Komansch,  and 
muleteers  or  carters  by  profession. 
It  is  beautifully  situated  among  the 
mountains.  A  Protestant  synod  was 
held  here  1617. 

A  steep  ascent  leads  to  the  inn  or 
chalet  of 

2  Weissenstein,  4900  ft.  above  the 
sea,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  small  lake, 
the  fountain-head  of  the  Albula, 
which  furnishes  a  supply  of  delicious 
red  trout.  "A  few  stunted  firs  are 
scattered  about  the  lower  end,  where 
the  water  is  shallow  ;  on  all  other 
sides  the  lake  lies  dark  and  treeless, 
beneath  the  frightful  precipices  that 
tower  above."  The  ascent  from  this 
point  is  very  rapid;  the  path  lies  along 
the  N.  side  of  the  lake  ;  traces  of  the 
Roman  road  may  be  discovered  near 
this.  A  savage  ravine,  called  Triim- 
mer-thal,  because  filled  with  frag- 
ments of  broken  rocks,  hurled  down 
from  the  heights  above,  along  with 
the  avalanches,  which  render  this  part 
of  the  pass  dangerous  in  spring,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

1 J  The  summit  of  the  Pass  of  the 
Albula,  The  culminating  point,  marked 
by  a  cross,  is  6980  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level  ;  near  it  is  another  small  lake. 
It  is  a  scene  of  complete  desolation. 
On  the  N.  of  the  path  rise  the  two 
peaks  of  the  Albula— Crap  Alv,  or 
White  Rock,  7560  ft.  ;  and  on  the 
S.E.  that  of  Piz  Err,  8770  ft.  high. 

The  descent  into  the  Ober  Enga- 
dine  is  also  at  times  exposed  to  ava- 
lanches. 

2  Pont,  or  Punt  ("  Inn :  Couronne, 
not  very  bad).  The  village  lies  just 
at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  and  in  one  of 
the  most  striking  and  populous  quar- 
ters of  this  singular  valley." — J.  F. 
See  Rte.  84. 

ROUTE  84. 

the  engadine  ;  st.  moritz  to  nau- 
ders,  and  the  pass  of  finster- 
mUnz. 

17|  hrs.  =  52  Eng.  miles. 
A  char-road  traverses  the  Enga- 
dine,   **  barely  passable  in  its  lower 


part,  but  tolerably  well  constructed 
and  kept  in  the  upper  valley." — J.  F. 
The  Engadine,  or  Valley  of  the 
Upper  Inn,  is  nearly  60  miles  long, 
and  is  one  of  the  highest  inhabit^ 
valleys  among  the  Alps,  varying  be- 
tween an  elevation  of  5600  ft.  fU)Ove 
the  sea,  at  Sils,  the  highest  village, 
and  3234  ft.  at  Martinsbruck,  the 
lowest.  There  is  no  other  valley 
among  the  Alps  where  so  many  and 
such  large  and  populous  villages  are 
to  be  found  at  so  high  an  elevation. 
It  has  at  least  20  tributary  valleys. 
Owing  to  this  high  elevation,  and  the 
icy  barrier  of  enormous  glaciers  which 
separates  it  from  Italy  on  the  S.,  it 
possesses  a  most  ungenial,  nay,  severe 
climate.  In  the  language  of  its  in- 
habitants it  has  9  months  of  winter 
and  3  of  cold  weather.  The  only 
grain  grown  in  it  is  rye  and  barley, 
a  stunted  crop  ;  and,  in  the  upper 
portion,  potatoes  rarely  come  to  ma- 
turity J  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  opu- 
lent valleys  among  the  Alps  ;  but  the 
source  of  its  wealth  must  be  sought 
for  in  another  theatre  than  the  vafley 
itself.  Its  inhabitants,  aware  of  the 
inclemency  of  their  climate  and  of  the 
barrenness  of  its  soil,  are  but  little 
addicted  to  agriculture.  The  surfEtce, 
where  not  actually  bare  rock,  is  either 
covered  with  forests  or  converted  to  pas- 
ture, with  the  exception  of  small  patches 
on  the  lower  grounds,  set  apart  for  the 
plough  or  sp^e.  Yet  even  of  this  the 
natives  appear  to  take  small  account ; 
they  let  tneir  pastures  annually  to  the 
Bergamesque  shepherds,  and  intrust 
the  mowing  of  their  meadows  and 
the  gathering  of  the  hay-harvest  to 
Tyrolese  haymakers,  who  repair 
hither  at  the  season  when  their  la- 
bour is  required.  The  sons  of  the 
valley,  for  the  most  part,  emigrate  at 
an  early  age,  scatter  themselves  over 
all  parts  of  the  Continent,  and  may 
be  found  in  most  of  the  great  capitals 
exercising  the  professions  of  pastry- 
cooks, confectioners,  distillers  of 
liqueurs,  keepers  of  cafes,  and  sellers 
of  chocolate.  Many  of  them,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  calling,  acquire  con- 
siderable wealth,  and  become  mil- 
lionnaires  in  florins,  with  which  they 
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retire  to  end  their  days  b^  the  side 
of  the  stream  of  their  native  vallev. 
They  display  their  wealth  especially 
in  the  architecture  of  their  houses, 
which  are  distinguished  by  their 
large  dimensions,  by  their  decorations 
of  whitewash  andn*esh  paint.  Thev 
are  occasionally  decked  out  even  with 
fresco  friezes,  and  pillars  ;  reminding 
one  of  the  pretension  to  taste  of  a 
cockney  citizen's  box  near  London, 
combined  with  the  studied  neatness 
of  a  Dutchman's  country-house,  both 
equally  unexpected  ana  out  of  place 
amidst  the  savage  landscape  of  a 
Orison  valley.  "But  the  unvarying 
features  are  their  magnitude  and 
solidity,  the  brilliancy  of  their  white- 
wash, and  their  little  windows,  fre- 
quently only  a  single  pane,  imbedded 
1^  foot  in  the  massive  stone  wall, 
and  better  adapted  to  exclude  the 
cold  than  to  admit  the  light."—  (J.  F.) 
Poverty  is  rare,  beggary  almost  un- 
known ;  and  the  people,  who  are, 
with  the  exception  of   one  or    two 

Sarishes,  Protestants,  are  creditably 
istinguished  for  their  morality,  and 
are  exempt  from  the  vices  common 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Their 
pastors  are  held  in  great  respect,  but 
their  pay  is  miserfu>le  ;  affording  a 
striking  proof  of  the  working  of  a 
voluntary  system.  The  sabbath  is 
strictly  observed  ;  strangers  only  are 
allowed  on  that  day  to  ride  or  drive 
until  after  church  time. 

The  accommodation  of  travellers 
is  not  much  studied  in  the  Engadine. 
The  Fnns  (except  at  St.  Moritz  and 
Tarasp)  are  very  inferior,  and  the 
traveller  who  resorts  to  them  must 
be  prepared  often  to  content  himself 
with  hard  rye-bread,  baked  only  once 
a  quarter,  eggs,  cheese,  and  perhaps 
cofifee.  The  universal  language  is 
the  Ladin  (see  p.  1 92) ;  but  among 
the  returned  emigrants,  in  almost 
every  village,  may  be  found  indivi- 
duals spei&ing  French,  Italian,  or 
even  English.  Many  of  the  retired 
p&tissiers  are  otherwise  well-informed 
men,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  the 
stranger  will  not  find  an  interpreter. 
The  wine  of  the  Valteline  may  be 
had   good    and    cheap,    and   pastry  I 


(made  with  flour  imported  from  St. 
Gall)  is  set  before  the  traveller  in 
spots  where  wheaten  bread  is  not  to 
be  had :  indeed,  some  villages  which 
cannot  boast  a  shoemaker  or  a  tailor, 
possess  10  or  15  pastry-cooks. 

The  higher  Alpine  pastures  of  the 
Ed^adine  are  let  out  every  summer 
to  Bergamesque  shepherds,  from  the 
valleys  Seriana  and  Brembana,  on 
the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps—  a  wild, 
dark,  and  scowling  class  of  men^  but 
hardy  and  honest,  clad  in  homespun 
brown  and  white  blankets,  and  feed- 
ing frugally  on  water  pollenta  of 
maize-meal,  and  a  little  cheese.  They 
arrive  about  the  beginning  of  July, 
with  their  flocks  lean  and  meagre, 
after  their  long  march,  performed 
generally  in  the  cool  of  the  night. 
After  a  solitary  sojourn  of  nearly  3 
months,  spending  often  the  night  as 
well  as  day  in  the  open  air  among 
their  flocks,  they  return  home  with 
fattened  kine  and  long  fleeces,  which 
are  sold  to  the  wool  manufacturers 
of  Bergamo. 

Just  below  St.  Moritz  (p.  229).  the 
Inn,  on  quitting  the  small  lake,  forms  a 
pretty  faU.  ^e  first  viUages  passed 
are  Celerina  and 

1  Samaden  (Sommo  d*On,  Ro- 
mansch  ;  summum  (Eni),  the  prin- 
cipal and  wealthiest  viUage  in  the 
Upper  Engadine,  with  500  Inhab. 
Inns:  Poste ;  GuUlanme  Tell,  a  slo- 
venly and  repulsive  den,  but  tolerable 
fare.— J.  F.  Here  is  a  fair  Inn  kept 
by  Dr.  Wettstein,  a  surgeon,  an  intel- 
ligent and  travelled  man. — B.  £il- 
icdgen  to  Coire  daily.  Opposite  to 
Samaden,  the    valley  of  Pontresina 

rns  out,  up  which  runs  the  road  to 
Bemina  (Bte.  85). 

Beyond  Bevers,  the  path  from  the 
Albuia  (Bte.  83)  descends  into  the 
vaUey. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Albuia  lie  Pont 
(p.  230)  and  Madulein ;  and  over 
the  latter  village  towers  the  ruined 
Castle  of  Gardoval,  connected  with 
which  the  following  story  is  told : — 
In  the  days  of  the  Faustrecht,  before 
Switzerland  was  free,  this  castle  was 
held  by  a  tyrannical  and  licentious 
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seigneur  or  bailiff,  who  greatly  op- 
pressed the  peasantry  around,  retain- 
ing in  his  pay  a  body  of  lawless  sol- 
diers for  the  purpose  of  overawing 
his  neighbours.  This  libertine  lor<^ 
in  an  evil  hour,  cast  his  eyes  on  the 
fair  daughter  of  Adam,  a  farmer  of 
the  opposite  village  of  Camogask. 
The  maiden  was  stUl  of  a  tender  age, 
but  of  surpassing  beauty,  like  an 
opening  rosebud.  One  morning  her 
father,  who  doted  fondly  on  her, 
was  surprised  by  a  summons  brought 
by  two  of  the  bailiff's  servants,  to 
convey  his  daughter  to  the  castle. 
The  father  stifled  his  indignation, 
promised  obedience,  and  next  morn- 
ing set  out,  conducting  his  daughter, 
attired  as  a  bride,  and  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  his  friends  in  festive 
garments  as  to  a  wedding,  but  with 
mournful  mien.  The  lord  of  the 
castle  watched  the  approach  of  his 
victim  with  impatience,  and  rushing 
down  to  meet  her  was  about  to  clasp 
her,  when,  ere  his  polluting  lips  could 
touch  her  fair  cheek,  her  father's 
dagger  was  buried  deep  in  his  breast, 
and  his  companions,  throwing  off 
their  peaceful  garb,  and  brandishing 
their  concealed  weapons,  fell  upon  the 
guards,  and  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  tyrant's  stronghold.  It  was 
immediately  burnt,  and  from  that  day 
freedom  dawned  upon  the  serfs  of  the 
Engadine. 

3  Zutz,  or  Suoz,  is  a  village  of  550 
Inhab.  An  old  tower  still  remains 
of  the  Stammhaus,  or  original  castle 
of  the  family  of  Flanta,  who,  as  far 
back  as  1139,  held  the  Engadine  in 
feof.  The  climate  here  first  becomes 
a  little  milder,  Zutz  being  sheltered 
from  the  cold  blasts  descending  from 
the  Maloya. 

**  Scants  is  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  populous  villages  in  the  valley. 
Here  the  smooth  road  of  the  Upper 
Engadine  terminates,  and  the  charac- 
teristic features  of  the  habitations 
begin  gradually  to  disappear.  The 
villages  below  this  scarcely  differ  in 
aspect  from  those  of  TyroL" — J.  F. 
There  is  a  path  from  Scanfs  to  Davos, 
over  the  Scaletta  pass,  7820  ft.,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  20  m. 


At  the  Ponte  Alto,  under  the  Ca- 
sannaberg,  is  the  division  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Engadine.  The 
country  is  poor,  and  not  very  in- 
teresting, while  the  road  is  much 
rougher  and  more  hilly. 

6J  Cernetz,  or  Zemets  (7n»s;  Poste; 
Lion  d'Or,  wretched),  is  a  con- 
siderable village,  with  a  handsome 
church  and  two  feudal  towers,  one  of 
which  anciently  belonged  to  a  branch 
of  the  Planta  family,  and  is  called 
Wildenberg.  Up  the  opposite  valley 
of  Forno  runs  a  path  into  the  Mtin- 
ster  Thai,  by  the  Buffalora  Pass— 6 
stunden ;  "  6  hours'  hard  walking.  It 
is  a  tolerable  char-road,  but  may  be 
mistaken  without  a  guide.  After  a 
gradual  ascent  from  Zernetz,  it  de- 
scends into  a  desolate  valley,  where 
is  a  wretched  inn  (2  hrs.),  the  only 
house  between  the  two  places.  The 
top  of  the  pass  is  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
from  this,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
of  the  Miinster  Thai,  which  is  reached 
at  Tschierf  (1^  hr.)  :  2  hrs.  more 
bring  you  to  Santa  Maria."  By  the 
Val  Forno  you  may  reach  Bormio, 
at  the  foot  of  the  grand  pass  of  the 
Stelvio. 

The  names  Lavin,  Zutz,  and  Ar- 
detz,  3  villages  in  this  part  of  the 
Engadine,  are  said  to  be  a  Romansch 
corruption  of  the  Latin  Lavinium, 
Tutium,  and  Ardea. 

The  road  winds  much  up  and  down 
to  reach  the  villages,  whicn  are  often 
perched  on  the  top  of  steep  heights, 
as  in  the  case  of  Guarda.  Between 
Ardetz  and  Fettan,  it  also  makes  a 
wide  sweep  away  from  the  river  Inn. 

Tarasp,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Inn, 
opposite  Fettan,  is  the  only  Koman 
Catholic  viUa^^e  in  the  Engaaine.  Its 
inhabitants  differ  from  their  neigh- 
bours in  another  respect,  that  they  do 
not  emigrate.  Though  less  enlight- 
ened, perhaps,  they  devote  themselves 
to  tilling  their  own  land.  **  Tarasp 
has  been  brought  into  notice  recently 
bv  the  discovery  of  a  mineral  spring 
close  to  the  margin  of  the  Inn,  below 
the  castle,  which  has  proved  very  at- 
tractive. Various  hotels  and  lodging- 
houses  have  sprung  up  along  the  face 
of  the  steep.    In  1 845  the  number  of 
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visitors  was  estimated  at  nearly  400. 
The  spot  is  charming;  and  very  to- 
lerable accommodation,  with  great 
civility,  and  a  plentiful  table  d'hote, 
will  be  found  at  the  Albergo  Conzetti, 
the  principal  Inn,  It  is  by  far  the  best 
resting-place  for  travellersgoing up  or 
down  the  Engadine."— J.  F. 

6  Schuols  or  Schulz  (no  good  ac- 
commodation), the  most  populous 
place  in  the  valley,  contains  1143  In- 
nab.,  and  is  prettily  situated.  There 
is  much  corn-land  near  this.  Ava- 
lanches sometimes  fall  from  the  hill 
of  Balluns  behind. 

At  Schuols  the  first  Komansch 
translation  of  the  Bible  was  printed 
1679  (see  p.  192).  Perhaps  the  most 
picturesque  scene  in  the  Engadine  is 
near  Remus,  where  a  wooden  bridge, 
60  ft.  span,  is  thrown  over  the  deep 
gorge  called  Wraunka  Tobel,  through 
which  a  torrent  issues  out  of  the  vale 
of  Ramosch.  Above  the  bridge,  which 
is  called  Ponte  Piedra,  rises  the  ruined 
castle  Chiamuff,  burnt  by  the  Aus- 
trians  in  1475. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  of  the 
Inn  is  very  grand  on  approaching. 

Martinsbruck  (Pomartino).  Here 
the  traveller,  after  crossing  the  river, 
leaves  the  Inn  to  find  its  way  directly 
through  the  pass  of  Finstermiinz;  the 
path  takes  a  more  circuitous  route, 
and  ascends  a  considerable  wooded 
eminence,  forming  the  boundary  be- 
tween Switzerland  and  Tyrol,  and 
enters  the  Austrian  dominions  a  short 
while  before  reaching 

5J  Nauders,  where  there  is  a  tole- 
rable Inn,  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  remarkable  defile  of  Finstermiinz. 
(See  Handbook  for  South  Germany.) 

ROUTE  85. 

PASS  OF  THE  BERNINA,  FROM  8AMADEN 
IN  THE  ENGADINE  TO  TIRANO  IN 
THE  VALTELINE,  BY  PONTRESINA 
AND  PUSCHIAVO. 

10  hours  ==  32|  Eng.  m. 

A  bridle-path,  accessible  at  its  two 
extremities  for  chars,  and  traversed 
yearly  by  700  or  800  mules.  It  is 
neither  difficult  nor  dangerous.  It  is 
»  walk  of  11  hours  from  St.  Moritz  to 


Madonna  di  Tirano.  This  pass  offers 
several  magnificent  views. 

Persons  going  from  Tirano  to  Chi- 
avenna,  or  vice  versA,  should  remem- 
ber that  they  pass  out  of  the  Austrian 
States  and  re-enter  them;  therefore 
their  passport  should  have  an  Aus- 
trian visa.  It  would  be  no  joke  to  be 
turned  back  after  the  day's  journey 
at  either  frontier. 

Between  St.  Moritz  and  Madonna 
di  Tirano  tolerable  accommodation  is 
to  be  found  only  at  Pontresina. 

The  Bernina  is  a  very  lofty  chain 
of  mountains,  separating  the  valleys 
of  the  Engadine  and  of  Bregaglia  on 
the  N.,  from  the  Valteline  on  the  S. 
They  vary  in  height  between  8000 
and  12,000  ft.;  the  highest  summits, 
reduced  into  English  feet  from  the 
measurements  given  in  Keller's  map 
of  1850,  are  as  follows: — Piz  Morti- 
ratsch,  13,290;  Scersen,  12,940;  Palu, 
1 2,830 ;  Monte  delle  Disgrazie,  1 2,070 ; 
Caspoffgio,  11,980;  Piz Scalino,  1 0,930. 
Several  arduous  paths  cross  it,  but 
the  most  frequented  is  that  called  par 
excellence  the  Bernina  Pass. 

From  Samaden  (Rte.  84)  the  road 
turns  S.,  ascending  the  Val  Pontre- 
sina, by  the  rt.  bank  of  the  torrent 
Flatz.  There  is  a  footpath  from  St. 
Moritz  to  Pontresina,  which  crosses 
the  Inn  between  the  lake  and  the 
waterfall,  and  leads  by  a  pool  and 
through  a  wood  over  the  shoulder  of 
the  low  spur  between  the  Inn  and  the 
Flatz.  By  this  path  Pontresina  is 
reached  from  St.  Moritz  as  soon  as 
from  Samaden  by  the  car-road. 

IJ  Pontresina  (/nn ;  Aigle,  clean 
and  well  served,  the  best  in  these 
mountains),  a  considerable  village;  a 
good  specimen  of  the  style  of  the 
Engadine.  Horses  and  guides  may  be 
procured  here  for  the  ascent  of  the 
pass.  "  The  great  glacier  of  Morti- 
ratsch  is  passed  almost  close  to  the 
road,  about  an  hour  above  Pontresina. 
It  fills  to  its  mouth  the  lateral  valley 
in  which  it  lies;  seeming  to  be  kept 
in  by  a  fir-clad  ridge  of  rock,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  cleft  in 
the  middle,  completely  closes  the  en- 
trance of  the  valley.  Being  squeezed, 
as  it  were,  upwards,  in  consequence 
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of  the  opposition  to  its  longitudinal 
expansion  offered  by  this  obstruction, 
it  rises  to  a  good  height  above  its 
fringe  of  trees.  This  glacier  is  of  the 
largest  size,  and  has  an  immense  cen- 
tral moraine.  Its  head  is  encircled 
by  a  number  of  snowy  peaks,  among 
them  the  Fiz  Mortiratsch  and  the 
Palu."— R.  E. 

If  Bernina  Inn — a  desolate  place, 
about  1  hour  below  the  summit,  the 
halting-place  for  the  mules. 

H  The  culminating  point,  7180  ft. 
above  the  sea-level,  lies  between  2 
small  lakes,  the  Black  (Leg  Nair), 
which  discharges  into  the  Inn,  and 
the  Whitej  which  runs  into  the  Adda. 
Near  the  Lago  Bianco  a  path  branches 
oif  to  the  1.,  and  crossing  the  neigh- 
bouring ridge  of  the  Camin,  passes 
down  by  La  Bosa  (a  wretched  moun- 
tain inn),  and  1}  Fiscadella,  into  the 
valley  of  Puschiavo. 

"  The  main  route  is  continued  along 
the  rt.  (W.)  margin  of  the  lakes,  pass- 
ing close  to  them  for  about  3  m.,  with 
the  very  fine  glacier  descending  close 
upon  it  from  the  Bernina.  The  stream 
wiiich  issues  from  the  lakes  falls  too 
precipitously  into  the  valley  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  char,  and  accordingly  the 
road  takes  a  sweep  to  the  rt.,  turning 
a  shoulder  of  the  mountain,  and  thus 
accomplishing  the  1st  stage  of  the  de- 
scent at  a  small  village  called  Cavaglia, 
with  a  miserable  auberffe.  Bears  are 
not  at  all  uncommon  here.  At  this 
part  of  the  road  you  obtain  a  magni- 
ficent view  over  the  glacier  of  Valpalu, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  configura- 
tions of  glaciers  which  can  be  seen  in 
Switzerland.  These  glaciers  give  an 
interest  to  this  path  far  superior 
to  that  by  the  Tosa.  Hence  the 
stream  makes  another  rapid  descent 
to  the  level  of  Puschiavo,  of  which, 
and  of  the  beautiful  lake  beyond,  a 
fine  prospect  is  opened  during  the 
2nd  descent.  The  track  lies  over 
ledges  of  rock,  and  down  narrow 
watercourses.  The  valley  road,  which 
is  excellent,  and  ascends  as  high  as 
Piscadella,  is  entered  a  short  distance 
above  Puschiavo."— ^E.  W. 

«  The  latter  route  is  so  full  of  ob- 
structions and  difiiculties  (in  the  de- 


scent upon  Puschiavo)  that  horsemen 
generally  prefer  the  circuit  by  Pisca- 
della, though  it  adds  5  or  6  m.  to  the 
journey. 

"  The  footpath  over  the  Bernina 
strikes  off  from  the  road,  on  the  plain 
which  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  exactly  at  the  watershed  be- 
tween the  two  lakes.  It  continues 
along  the  W.  shore  of  the  Weiss  See, 
passing  by  a  small  glacier,  till  the 
plain  and  the  lake  terminate  together. 
The  stream  which  issues  from  the 
lake  has  a  very  long  and  rapid  de- 
scent to  make  before  it  reaches  the 
plain  of  Cavaglia.  The  steep  broken 
ground  in  its  neighbourhood  being  ill 
adapted  for  a  padi,  the  chalets  of  Ca- 
vaglia are  approached  by  a  different 
route  than  that  of  the  valley  leading 
down  to  them.  The  path,  on  leaving 
the  White  Lake,  after  keeping  for  a 
little  distance  high  on  the  W.  chain 
which  bounds  the  head  of  this  valley, 
passes  over  a  depression  in  its  crest 
marked  by  a  pond,  and  overlooks  on 
the  other  side  a  profound  cavity  in 
the  mountains.  This  cavity  is  the 
most  striking  scene  on  the  pass,  and 
almost,  if  not  quite,  without  a  parallel 
elsewhere.  It  is  like  a  crater  or  great 
round  pit  sunk  into  the  earth,  its  sides 
very  abrupt  and  lofty,  partially  hung 
with  pines  below,  the  trees  becoming 
stunted  as  the  elevation  increases,  and 
failing  entirely  towards  the  rim  of  the 
cavity.  Above  it,  on  the  W.,  are  the 
summits  of  a  part  of  the  Bernina 
group,  which  send  down  a  vast  glacier 
into  the  lowest  depths  of  the  pit*  This 
is  the  Palu  glacier,  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  Bernina  system.  It 
fills  with  its  crags  of  ice  a  broad  chan- 
nel down  one  side  of  the  mountain 
circuit  Close  to  its  foot,  on  the  little 
plain  at  the  bottom  of  the  crater,  and 
far  beneath  the  path,  one  or  two 
chalets  may  be  discovered.  After 
keeping  for  a  considerable  time  on  the 
side  of  this  hollow,  the  path  recrosses 
the  ridge  on  the  1.,  and  descends  by  a 
long  series  of  zigzags  through  a  wood 
to  the  chalets  and  plain  of  Cavaglia, 
The  stream  from  the  glacier  of  Palu 
enters  this  plain  unseen  through  an 
exceedingly  high  but  almost  imper.- 
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ceptible  slit  in  the  ridge,  which  shuts 
in  on  the  E.  the  cavity  coptaining  the 
glacier.  The  plain  of  Cavaglia  is 
small.  The  stream  from  the  White 
I/ake  is  crossed  at  the  chalets,  and 
again  at  the  very  extremity  of  the 
plain,  where  a  low  ridge  of  rock  forms 
a  kind  of  breastwork  to  it.  At  the 
second  bridge  the  stream,  quite  slow 
till  it  reaches  it,  plunges  down  on  the 
other  side  with  great  noise  into  ca- 
verns which  it  seems  to  have  worn  in 
the  rock,  and  is  seen  no  more.  Having, 
by  the  help  of  this  bridge,  passed 
through  the  narrow  gap  in  the  wall 
which  encloses  the  plain  of  Cavaglia, 
the  path  has  an  hour  of  steep  descent 
to  reach  the  little  town  of  Puschiavo. 
As  it  winds  down  the  mountain  side 
above  it,  fine  views  are  obtained  of  the 
valley  and  the  lake  below.  At  Pus- 
chiavo the  road,  which  was  left  on  the 
summit  of  the  Bemina,  is  rejoined, 
and  leads  in  about  3  hours,  on  foot,  to 
Tirano." 

2^  Puschiavo  (/nn;  Faucon,  bad 
and  exorbitant),  a  smaU  town  of  1015 
Inhab.,  in  the  Italian  fashion,  the 
principal  place  in  the  valley,  is 
mainly  supported  by  the  considerable 
traffic  of  goods  through  it.  Above 
it,  on  a  height,  stand  the  ruins  of  the 
castle  of  Oligati. 

Nearly  one-third  (1500)  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  populous  valley  are 
Protestants ;  but  owing  to  the  jealousy 
of  the  Boman  Catholics,  their  church 
is  almost  a  fortress,  and  capable  of  de- 
fence against  attacks.  The  language 
spoken  by  them  is  a  corrupt  Itanan. 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  the  road, 
which  is  here  excellent,  skirts  the  W. 
margin  of  the  charming  little  lake  of 
Puschiavo,  famed  for  its  trout. 

2  Brusio  is  the  last  Swiss  village. 
On  quitting  the  lake,  the  torrent 
Puschiavo  passes  through  a  very  nar- 
row defile,  barely  allowing  room  for 
the  road  and^  the  stream.  It  is  a 
raging  torrent,  and,  as  it  approaches 
the  Adda,  requires  to  be  restrained 
within  stone  dykes  of  solid  masonry, 
which  have  nevertheless  proved  insuf- 
ficient to  protect  its  banks  from  inun- 
dation. Beyond  this,  the  Valteline,  or 
Vale  of  the  Adda,  opens  out  at 


1  Madonna  di  Tirano  {Inn,  good). 
See  Handbook  for  South  Germany. 

It  is  a  w^alk  of  1 1  hrs.  hence  to  St. 
Moritz,  by  Cavaglia ;  3  hrs.  to  Puschi- 
avo ;  4  hn.  to  summit  of  pass ;  4  hrs. 
to  St.  Moritz. 

ROUTE  87. 

COIRE  TO  SPLUGEN,  BY  THE  VIA  MALA. 

10^  leagues  =  32  Eng.  m. 

**  A  diligence  or  msule-poste  goes 
daily  by  the  Splugen  to  Como  and 
Milan,  and  twice  a  week  over  the  Ber- 
nardin.  The  road  is  excellent  all  the 
way.  It  is  a  drive  of  about  8  hrs., 
posting,  from  Coire  to  Spliigen,  and 
about  4^  hrs.  from  Splugen  to  Coire. 
Excellent  inn  at  Spliigen. 

From  Coire  (Rte.  67)  to  Reich- 
enau  there  is  not  much  deserving  no- 
tice in  the  scenery  of  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine;  but  the  mountain  Ga- 
landa,  on  its  i.  bank,  is  a  conspicuous 
object ;  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Rhine,  the  village  of  Felsberg,  partly 
buried  by  a  slip  from  threatening 
rocks  above  it  The  road  runs  along 
a  nearly  level  bottom  as  far  as 

2  Beichenau — Inn,  zumAdler  (  Aigle), 
good  and  moderate—  a  group  of  houses 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
Rhines.  Its  chief  buildings  are  the 
Toll-house  (16  kr.  paid  for  2  horses); 
and  the  handsome  whitewashed  Cha- 
teau, a  country  seat  of  the  Planta 
family.  At  the  end  of  the  last  century 
it  was  converted  into  a  school  by  the 
burgomaster  Tschamer.  In  1793  a 
young  man  calling  himself  Chabot  ar- 
rived here  on  foot,  with  a  stick  in  his 
hand  and  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He 
presented  a  letter  of  introduction  to  M. 
Jost,  the  head  master,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  appointed  usher ;  and 
for  8  months  gave  lessons  in  French, 
mathematics,  and  history.  This  for- 
lorn stranger  was  no  other  than  Louis 
Philippe,  late  King  of  the  French, 
then  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  had  been 
forced,  by  the  march  of  the  French 
army,  to  quit  Bremgarten,  and  seek 
concealment  here  in  the  performance 
of  the  humble  duties  of  a  school- 
master, and  in  that  capacity  made 
himself  equally  beloved  by  masters 
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and  pupils.  His  secret  was  known 
only  to  M.  Jost.  His  cheerful  room 
is  still  pointed  out,  and  2  paintings — 
scenes  from  his  own  life— presented 
while  he  was  King.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  he  must  have  heard  the 
news  of  his  father's  death  on  the  scaf- 
fold, and  his  mother's  transportation 
to  Madagascar. 

At  Keichenau  the  road  is  carried 
over  the  two  arms  of  the  Bhine  by 
two  covered  wooden  bridges,  each  of 
one  elegant  arch.  The  lower  bridge 
is  237  ft.  long  and  80  ft.  above  the 
river.  The  more  abundant  waters  of 
the  Hinter  Bhein  coming  from  the 
Bernardin  and  the  foot  of  Mount 
Adula  are  of  dirty  blue;  while  those 
of  the  Vorder  Bhein,  rising  in  the 
glaciers  of  the  Crispalt  and  Luk- 
manier,  are  observed  to  be  of  a  erey 
tint.  The  road  up  the  Vorder  Bhein 
to  its  source,  and  to  Andermatt,  on  the 
St.  Gothard,  is  described  in  Bte.  77. 

The  road  to  the  Spliigen  follows 
the  course  of  the  Hinter-Bhein.  On 
the  rt  of  it,  as  you  ascend  the  hill 
beyond  Beichenau,  the  Gallows  may 
be  seen  standing  in  a  field.  A  littje 
further,  on  the  top  of  a  commanding 
rock  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Bhine,  and 
approached  by  a  long  bridge,  rises  the 
Castle  of  Bhoetzuns  (Bhcetia  ima) :  it 
is  still  inhabited. 

This  part  of  the  Bheinthal,  called 
the  valley  of  Domleschg  (VaUis  Do- 
mestica),  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  the  vast  number  of  castles  (21) 
which  crown  almost  every  rock  or 
knoll  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
mostly  in  ruins,  sometimes  standing 
out  boldly  from  a  dark  background 
of  forest,  at  others  so  identified  by 
decay,  by  the  weather  tints,  and  by 
the  lichen  growth,  with  the  apparently 
inaccessible  rocks  on  which  they 
stand,  as  barely  to  be  distinguished. 
Their  picturesque  donjons  and  battle- 
ments contribute  not  a  little  to  en- 
hance the  charms  of  the  landscape; 
they  serve  at  the  same  time  as  his- 
torical monuments  to  commemorate 
the  revolution  by  which  the  power  of 
a  ^rannical  feudal  aristocracy,  the 
lords  of  these  fastnesses,  was  broken, 
and  their  strongholds  burnt  by  the 


peasants  of  this  valley,  whom  they 
had  long  oppressed. 

Another  peculiarity  of  this  district 
is  the  .intricate  intermixture  of  lan- 
guage and  religion.  There  are  scarcely 
two  adjoining  parishes,  or  even  ham- 
lets, speaking  the  same  tongue  and 
professing  the  same  faith.  Thus  at 
Coire  German  is  the  prevailing  lan- 
guage, and  Protestant  the  religion  of 
the  majority;  at  Ems,  the  first  village 
on  the  road,  Bomansch  (p.  192)  is 
spoken.  Tamins  and  Beichenau  are 
Catholic  and  German;  Bonaduz,  di- 
vided from  them  by  the  Bhine,  is 
Catholic,  and  speaks  Bomansch. 
Bhcetzuns  and  Ratzis  are  two  Bo- 
mish  villages;  but  in  the  first  the 
language  is  German,  in  the  second 
Bomansch.  The  inhabitants  of  Hein- 
zenberg  are  Protestant  and  German; 
of  Thusis,  Beformed  and  German ;  of 
Zillis  and  throughout  the  valley  of 
Schams,  Beformed  and  Bomansch. 
Spliigen  and  Hinter  Bhein  form  the 
boundary  at  once  of  the  Bomansch 
language  and  Protestant  religion. 

The  castle  of  Ortenstein,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Bhine,  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  preserved  in  the  valley :  it  is 
still  inhabited  by  the  Travers  family. 

Near  the  village  of  Ratzis  a  beau- 
tiful view  opens  out,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Bhine,  up  the  valley  or  Ober- 
halbstein,  with  the  snows  of  Mount 
Albu}a  (Bte.  83)  at  the  termination  of 
the  vista.  The  river  Albula  enters  the 
Bhine  between  Katzis  and  Thusis. 

The  Bhine  valley  hereabouts  exhi- 
bits dismal  traces  of  the  ravages  pro- 
duced by  the  torrent  Nolla,  which, 
ri  ing  at  the  base  of  the  Piz  Beveren, 
on  the  W.  of  our  route,  joins  the 
Bhine  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
direction  of  the  course  of  that  river. 
It  at  all  times  pollutes  the  waters  of 
the  Bhine  with  its  mud,  and  is  subject 
t^  very  sudden  swells  after  rain,  when 
it  rushes  down,  tearing  up  the  rocks 
and  carrying  fdong  with  it  heaps  of 
stone,  mud,  and  gravel,  which  not 
only  overspread  its  own  banks,  but 
frequently  block  up  the  bed  of  the 
Bhine  and  cause  desolating  inunda- 
tions. Thus  a  district,  previously 
fertile  and  beautiful,  has  been  trans- 
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formed  since  1807  into  a  desert,  and 
its  fields  either  buried  under  stony 
rubbish  or  converted  into  marsh.  The 
eyii  has  been  annually  increasing  for 
several  years  past,  but  hopes  are  en- 
tertained of  arresting  it  and  recover- 
ing the  land.  With  this  view,  exten- 
sive dykes  are  being  constructed  along 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

3 J  Thusis  (Inns:  Aigle  d'Or 
(Poste) ;— Isola  Bella:  both  new  and 
good)— a  village  of  670  Inhab.,  finely 
situated  on  a  terrace  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Via  Mala  gorge.  Thusis,  accord- 
ing to  some,  is  only  the  word  Tusda, 
the  country  of  the  Tuscans,  who  first 
colonized  these  valleys,  changed  in 
the  Bomansch  dialect.  Thusis  was 
almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  1845, 
and  is  now  a  street  or  new  houses. 

Immediately  on  the  outside  of 
Thusis  the  NoUa  is  crossed  by  a 
handsome  bridge.  On  the  rt.,  at  the 
end  of  the  valley,  appears  the  peak  of 
the  Piz  Beveren.  By  crossing  the 
Bhine  at  Thusis  and  taking  a  char- 
road  up  the  valley  of  the  Albula, 
which  is  very  pretty,  Tiefenkasten 
(Bte.  83)  may  be  reached  after  an 
interesting  walk  of  5  hrs. 

Above  Thusis  the  valley  of  the 
Bhine  seems  closed  up  by  the  moun- 
tains ;  it  is  only  on  a  nearer  approach 
that  the  eye  discovers  the  opening  of 
that  singular  chasm  which  has  cleft 
them  through,  affording  a  passage  for 
the  river,  and  in  modern  times,  by 
artificial  means,  for  the  road.  The 
L  or  E.  side  of  this  colossal  portal  is 
guarded  by  the  castle  of  i?«a/^(Bh8etia 
Aha),  standing  in  the  fork  between 
the  Albula  and  the  Bhine,  and  from 
its  lofty  platform,  400  ft.  high,  looking 
down  upon  both  valleys.  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  from  the  east:  on  all 
other  sides  the  rock  is  a  precipice. 
These  mouldering  ruins  are  tradition- 
ally reported  to  owe  their  origin  to 
Bhsetus,  chief  of  the  Etruscans,  who, 
driven  out  of  Italy  by  an  invasion  of 
the  Gauls,  established  his  stronghold 
on  this  spot  b.o.  287,  and  transplanted 
into  the  Alps  the  people  and  language 
of  Etruria.  The  ruined  chapel  of  St. 
John,  on  a  neighbouring  height,  is 
Stated  to  have  been  the  earliest,  and  for 


a  long  time  the  only  Christian  temple 
in  the  valley,  where  heathenism  pre- 
vailed to  a  comparatively  late  period. 

The  Via  Mala,  which  commences 
about  J  m.  above  Thusis,  and  extends 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  4  miles,  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  sublime  and  tre- 
mendous defile  in  Switzerland.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  with  any  precision  the 
dimensions  of  this  gorge,  which  has 
cleft  the  mountains  through  the  chine. 
The  precipices,  which  often  rise  per- 
pendicularly on  both  sides  of  it,  some- 
times even  overhanging  their  base,  are 
certainly  in  some  places  1600  ft.  high, 
and  in  many  places  not  more  than  10 
yards  apart.  The  Bhine,  compressed 
within  this  narrow  stony  bed,  to  the 
width  of  a  pigmy  rivulet,  is  barely 
audible  as  it  rushes  through  the 
depths  below  the  road. 

The  rocks  of  slate  and  limestone, 
composing  the  walls  of  the  ravine,  are 
so  hard  that  they  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered no  disintegration  from  the  wea- 
ther; the  fracture  is  so  fresh  and 
sharp  that,  were  the  convulsive  force 
from  below,  which  divided  them,  again 
called  forth  to  unite  them,  it  seems  as 
though  the  gulf  would  close,  and  leave 
no  aperture  behind. 

When  the  traveller  enters  the  mouth 
of  the  defile,  the  sudden  transition 
from  the  glare  of  sunshine  to  the 
gloom  of  a  chasm,  so  narrow  that  it 
leaves  in  some  places  but  a  strip  of 
sky  visible  overhead,  is  exceedingly 
striking.  The  walls  of  rock,  at  inter- 
vals on  both  sides,  afPord  naturally 
not  an  inch  of  space  along  which  a 
goat's  foot  could  clamber ;  and,  in 
ancient  times,  this  part  of  the  pass 
was  deemed  quite  inaccessible.  The 
peasants  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Lost 
Gulf  (Trou  perdu,  Verlohrenes  Loch) ; 
and,  when  they  wanted  to  go  from 
Thusis  to  the  higher  valley  of  Schams, 
they  ascended  the  vale  of  the  Nolla 
for  some  distance,  clambering  over 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  Piz  Beveren,  and 
descended  on  the  opposite  side  at 
Suvers.  A  second  road,  formed  in 
1470,  crossed  the  mountains  as  before, 
but  dipped  down,  from  the  village  of 
Bongella,  into  the  depths  of  the  Via 
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Mala,  near  the  first  bridge ;  still 
aToiding  altogether  the  Trou  perdu. 
This  inconvenient  path,  after  being 
used  for  more  than  300  years,  was 
superseded  by  the  present  magnificent 
highway  constructed  bv  the  engineer 
Pocobelli.  Avoiding  the  useless  de- 
tour, and  the  fatiguing  ascent  and 
descent,  he  at  once  plunged  into  the 
defile,  and  pierced  the  projecting  but- 
tress of  rock,  which  had  previously 
denied  all  access  to  it^  by  the  gallery 
or  tunnel  of  the  Verlohrenes  Loch, 
216  ft.  long,  through  which  the  road 
now  passes.  The  view,  looking  back 
from  this,  through  the  dark  vista  of 
black  rock,  and  the  fringe  of  firs, 
upon  the  ruined  tower  of  Bealt  and 
the  sun-lit  valley  of  Domleschg',  is 
very  pleasing.  The  grooves  of  the 
bormg-rod,  by  which  the  very  hard 
slate  rock  is  everywhere  streaked,  in- 
dicate how  arduous  was  the  labour  of 
constructing  this  part  of  the  road.  It 
was  literally  forcing  a  passage  through 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  and  tne 
whole  width  of  the  carriage-way  has 
been  gained  by  blasting  a  notch,  as  it 
were,  in  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
For  more  than  1000  ft.  it  is  carried 
along  beneath  a  stone  canopy,  thus 
artificially  hollowed  out.  The  road 
is  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  below 
which,  at  a  depth  of  many  hundred 
feet,  the  contracted  Rhine  frets  the 
foot  of  the  precipice.  The  road  is  in 
places  steep,  and  fit  for  only  one  car- 
riage to  pass.  A  little  higher  up, 
the  gorge  bulges  out  into  a  sort  of 
basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  a 
solitary  house  ;  but  it  soon  contracts 
again,  and  the  scenery  of  the  pass 
may  be  said  to  attain  the  height  of 
erandeur  beyond  the  first  of  the  3 
bridges,  by  means  of  which  the  road 
is  conveyed  from  side  to  side  of  the 
Rhine. 

This  portion  of  the  pass  at  least 
should  be  traversed  on  foot ;  the  tra- 
veller hurrying  through  in  his  car- 
riage is  quite  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating its  awful  magnificence. 

The  Middle  Bridge,  a  most  striking 
object,  from  its  graceful  proportions, 
and  the  boldness  with  which  its  light 
arch  spans  the  dark  and  deep  gulf 


below,  is  approached  by  a  second 
small  gallery,  protected  by  a  wooden 
roof  to  ward  off  falling  stones.  Here- 
abouts, the  lofty  precipices  on  the 
one  side  actually  overhang  those  on 
the  other,  the  direction  of  the  chasm 
being  oblique,  and  the  smooth  wall 
of  rock  on  either  side  being  nearly 
parallel,  and  scarcely  wider  apart 
above  than  below.    Looking  over  the 

Sarapet  of  this  bridge,  the  Rhine,  re- 
ucecl  to  a  thread  of  water,  is  barely 
visible,  boiling  and  foaming  in  the 
depths  below.  Indeed,  in  one  place 
it  is  entirely  lost  to  view— jammed 
in,  as  it  were,  between  the  rocks,  here 
so  slightly  separated,  that  small  blocks 
and  trunks  of  fir-trees,  falling  from 
above,  have  been  caught  in  the  chink, 
and  remain  suspended  above  the  water. 
The  ordinary  height  of  the  bridge 
above  the  river  is  400  ft.  ;  and  the 
water,  as  mentioned  above,  is  in  one 
place  invisible  at  ordinary  times,  yet, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fearful 
inundation  of  1834  (already  alluded 
to  in  several  routes),  the  postmaster 
of  Thusis,  who  drove  up  the  Via 
Mala  during  the  storm,  found  that 
the  water  had  risen  to  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  bridge  ;  the  roar  was  ter- 
rific ;  and,  as  he  drew  up  a  little 
further  on,  in  consequence  oi  the  road 
being  destroyed,  two  mangled  human 
bodies  were  swept  past  him  by  the 
flood. 

The  road,  again,  is  no  more  than 
a  shelf  hewn  out  of  the  face  of  the 
precipice  overhung  by  the  rock,  so  as 
to  be  almost  a  subterranean  passage, 
and  the  width  of  the  defile  is,  in 
places,  not  more  than  24  ft.  Near 
the  3rd,  or  upper  bridge,  however, 
a  fine  structure — built  to  replace  the 
one  swept  off  in  1834 — ^it  widens  out, 
and  the  road  emerges  into  the  open 
valley  of  Schams  (Sexamniensis,  from 
6  brooks,  which  rail  into  the  Rhine 
f^om  its  sides),  whose  green  meadows 
and  neat  white  cottages  have  a  pleas- 
ing effect  when  contrasted  with  the 
gloomy  scene  behind.  It  has,  how- 
ever, suffered  much  from  the  inun- 
dation of  1834,  which  converted  the 
vaUey  into  a  lake,  destroyed  a  great 
part  of  the  road,  and  rendered  a  new 
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line  necessary.  The  first  Tillage  is 
Zillis  ;  between  it  and  Andeer,  a 
stone,  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, was  set  up,  by  the  road-side,  on 
a  bridge,  after  the  completion  of  the 
great  highways  over  the  Spltigen  and 
Bemardine  : — "  Jam  via  patet  hostibus 
et  amicis.  Cavete,  Bhceti  !  Simplicitas 
morum  et  Unio  servabunt  avitam  liher- 
tatem" 

2J  Andeer — Inns :  H.  des  Bains  ; 
— bed,  tea,  and  breakfast  cost  1^  fr. 
each  :  the  mineral  baths  are  not  much 
used  ;  Foste,  slovenly.  This  is  the 
chief  village  in  Schams,  and  has  400 
Inhab.,  who,  like  their  neighbours,  are 
Protestants,  and  speak  Komansch  (p. 
192).  Over  the  doors  of  many  of  the 
cottages,  quaint  verses  and  mottoes  in 
that  language  are  inscribed. 

The  V  al  Ferrada,  or  Ferrara,  on  1. 
of  road,  is  said  to  be  wilder  than  the 
Via  Mala.    It  takes  4  or  5  hrs.  to  ex- 

Elore  it  from  Andeer  and  return.    It 
as  fine  waterfalls. 

Above  Andeer  a  very  large  land- 
slip or  bergfall  occurred  in  1836,  bv 
the  giving  way  of  a  mountain,  which 
buried  the  road,  and,  for  16  days,  cut 
off  all  communication  up  and  down 
the  valley.  Luckily  it  happened  in 
the  night,  so  that  no  one  was  hurt. 

The  ruined  castles  visible  in  the 
valley  of  Schams  have  an  historical 
interest,  from  being  monuments  of 
the  dawn  of  Grison  liberty.  In  the 
last  half  of  the  fourteenth  centurpr 
they  served  as  the  residences  of  bai- 
li£^  zwingherm,  or  landvoghts,  de- 
pendents of  the  Counts  of  Vatz  or  of 
the  Bishop  of  Coire,  petty  tyrants 
and  oppressors  of  the  poor — akin  in 
character  to  Gessler,  tne  victim  of 
Tell's  vengeance.  At  length  a  pea- 
sant of  the  Schamser  Thai,  named 
Jean  Chaldar,  exasperated  at  the 
si^ht  of  two  horses  which  the  chate- 
lam  of  Fardun  had  turned  out  to 
graze  in  his  field  of  green  com,  gave 
rent  to  his  ^nger  by  killing  the  ani- 
mals. He  Bunered  punishment  for 
this  act  by  being  long  detained  pri- 
soner in  a  dark  dungeon.  One  day 
after  his  release,  the  chatelain  of 
Fardun,  in  passing  his  cottage,  en- 
tered as  the  family  were  at  dinner, 


and,  when  invited  to  partake  of  their 
humble  meal,  evinced  his  contempt 
by  spitting  in  the  dish.  Chaldar, 
roused  by  this  filthy  insult,  seized  the 
oppressor  by  the  throat,  and  thrusting 
his  head  into  the  smoking  dish,  com- 
pelled him  to  partake  of  it,  saying, 
"  Malgia  sez  la  pult  cha  ti  has  con- 
dut"— "Eat  the  soup  thou  hast  thus 
seasoned."  This  bold  deed  served  as 
a  signal  for  a  general  rising ;  the 
peasants  fiew  to  arms— and  the  castles 
were  stormed  and  burnt.  One  of 
the  first  that  fell  was  Barenburg, 
which  is  passed  on  the  1.  of  the  road 
after  quitting  Andeer.  ♦*  It  is  worth 
the  traveller  s  while  to  stop  his  car- 
riage at  the  mouth  of  the  Val  Fer- 
rara, and  ascend  it  as  far  as  the 
first  fall  of  the  Aversa,  10  minutes' 
walk.  The  second  and  more  con- 
siderable falls  are  1  hour's  walk 
higher  up." — S. 

As  soon  as  the  road  has  crossed 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Ferrara  and  the 
stream  of  the  Aversa,  it  begins  to 
mount  in  zigzags  into  the  gorge-  of 
the  Rofia,  which  closes  up  the  S.  end 
of  the  oval  vale  of  Schams,  as  the  Via 
Mala  does  the  N.  Its  scenery,  though 
fine,  is  vastly  inferior  to  the  lower 
pass.  The  Khine  here  descends  in  a 
cataract,  called  the  fall  of  the  Rofia. 
It  does  not  rank  as  a  first-rate  water- 
faU,  but  the  scenery  around  is  pic- 
turesque— ^the  sides  of  the  vaUey  being 
thickly  wooded,  and  the  river  studded 
by  saw-mills,  where  the  timber  of  the 
neighbouring  forests  is  sawn  into 
planks.  A  timber-slide,  similar  to 
that  of  Alpnach  (Rte.  19),  was  con- 
structed to  convey  the  trees  to  the 
borders  of  the  Rhine. 

The  oldest  mule-path  which  tra- 
verses this  valley  to  Coire,  crossed 
the  river  by  a  wooden  bridj^,  still 
standing,  to  Suvers,  where  it  be^an 
painfully  to  ascend  the  mountams, 
and  proceeded  along  the  high  ground 
to  descend  again  at  Thusis. 

The  new  road  leaves  the  bridge  on 
one  side,  traverses  a  small  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock,  then  crosses  to  the  1.  Dank 
of  the  Rhine,  and  soon  reaches 

2|  Spliigen  (Ital.  Spluga)— /nn; 
Post ;  also  called  Bodenhaus  ;  one  of 
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the  best  country  inns  in  Switzerland; 
good  and  moderate.  This  little  vil- 
lage is  situated  on  the  Bhine,  at  the 
point  of  departure  of  the  two  Alpine 
passes  of  the  Spliigen  and  Bernardin, 
at  a  height  of  4711  ft.  above  the  sea. 
It  suffered  severely  from  the  flood  of 
1834,  which  swept  away  more  than  a 
dozen  houses,  in  some  of  which  the 
owners  had  been  seated  at  their  even> 
ing  meal  not  an  hour  before.  Five 
human  beings  perished  hy  this  catas- 
trophe, the  efrects  of  which  are  still 
painfully  visible.  The  covered  bridge 
over  the  Khine  escaped  almost  by  a 
miracle;  that  over  the  Seranda  was 
soon  annihilated. 

Spliigen  is  the  chief  -place  in  the 
desolate  pastoral  vale  of  the  Bhein- 
wald,  and  anciently  belonged  to  the 
lords  of  Sax,  in  the  vtfle  of  Misocco, 
on  the  S.  slope  of  thi6  Bemardin,  but 
it  afterwards  joined  the  Grey  League. 

The  atmosphere  is  very  chilly  here, 
and  barley  barely  ripens. 

The  village  prospers  by  the  con- 
stant passage  of  goods  ana  travellers 
to  and  from  Italy.  In  autumn  it  is 
thronged  with  drovers;  large  herds 
of  cattle  and  many  horses  then  cross 
the  Alps  for  the  Milan  market. 

An  excursion,  which  lies  within  the 
compass  of  a  day,  returning  to  sleep 
(the  inn  at  Hinterrhein  is  said  to  be 
improved),  may  be  made  from  Spliigen 
to  the  Source  of  the  Hinter'Rhein.  It 
will  occupy  5  hrs.  going;  2  along  the 
post-road,  2  on  horseback,  and  1  on 
foot:  it  is  described  in  Rte.  90,  p.  246. 

Travellers  going  N.  from  Spliigen, 
who  have  seen  the  Via  Mala,  may 
pursue  vidth  interest  the  wild  path  over 
the  Lochliherg  and  dovni  the  Savien- 
Thal  to  Coire.     (Rte.  80c.) 

Strasburg  may  be  reached  in  36 
hrs.  from  Spliigen,  going  by  steam 
across  the  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  and 
Ziirich,  and  by  Rail  from  Basle. 

ROUTE  88. 

PASS  OP  THE  SPLliGEN, — FROM  SPLllGEN 
TO  CHTAVENNA  AND  THE  LAKE  OF 
COMO. 

To  Colico  5  posts  =  44}  Eng.  m. 
A  diligence  goes   daily   over  the 


Spliigen  to  Milan.  With  post-horses 
it  takes  7|  hrs.  to  go  from  Spliigen  to 
Chiavenna,  including  stoppages.  Ditto 
with  the  diligence. 

N.B.  Without  an  Austrian  minis- 
ter's signature  on  the  passport,  the 
frontier  cannot  be  passed;  and  the 
traveller  unprovided  with  it  will  in- 
evitably be  turned  back  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain.  A  toll  of  15 
batz  is  paid  for  2  horses  between 
Spliigen  and  the  Austrian  frontier. 

The  Splugen  road,  turning  to  the 
L  from  the  village  of  that  name, 
crosses  the  narrow  wooden  bridge 
over  the  Rhine,  and,  quitting  the 
river,  begins  at  once  to  ascend.  Fine 
views  of  snow-peaks  are  obtained  on 
the  ascent  It  is  carried  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Oberhausen-bach,  a  small 
torrent  which  joins  the  Rhine  at 
Spliigen,  by  an  entirely  new  line, 
the  old  one  having  been  demolished 
by  the  disastrous  tempest  of  1834. 
Indeed,  this  little  valley  presents  one 
sweep  of  desolation:  road  and  bridges 
having  been  entirely  carried  away, 
and  enormous  piles  of  broken  rocks 
spread  over  its  sides  and  bottom.  The 
new  line,  however,  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain,  constructed  by  a  Swiss  en- 
gineer, employed  by  the  canton  of 
the  Grisons,  is,  in  every  respect,  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  old  one. 
A  little  way  above  Spliigen  it  is  car- 
ried through  a  short  tunnel,  sup- 
ported by  a  Gothic  arch. 

After  surmounting  the  district  of 
fir  forests  by  an  uninterrupted  slope, 
the  road  reaches  the  Summit  of  the 
Pass,  6814  ft.  above  the  sea,  by 
means  of  1 6  skilfully  conducted  zig- 
zags, by  which  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tain is  scaled.  Along  this  narrow 
ridge,  which  is  4|  m.  from  Splugen, 
and  more  than  1800  ft.  above  it,  runs 
the  boundary  line  of  Switzerland  and 
of  Lombardy.  Almost  immediately 
after  surmounting  it  the  road  begins 
to  descend.  Upon  this  slope  lies  the 
first  cantoniera,  or  house  of  reftige; 
and,  lower  down,  a  series  of  tourni- 
quets conduct  to  the 

Austrian  Custom-house  and  Pass- 
port-office— a  group  of  buildings,  in- 
cluding several  very  common  taverns 


Switzerland. 
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for  the  entertainment  of  travellers. 
Here  passports  are  examined  and  lug- 
gage searched,  and  the  traveller  must 
often  reckon  upon  no  inconsiderable 
delay,  especially  if  he  arrives  between 
12  and  2,  the  douanier's  dinner-hour. 
The  custom-house  stands  at  one  end 
of  a  sort  of  oval  basin,  surrounded  by 
lofty  mountain  peaks,  among  which, 
on  the  rt  of  the  road,  rises  that  of  the 
Splii^n,  and  the  glaciers  which  feed 
the  rivers  running  towards  Italy.  It 
is  a  scene  of  extreme  desolation  ;  not 
a  shrub  of  any  kind  grows  here  ;  no 
vegetation  is  seen  but  lichen,  mosses, 
and  a  little  coarse  grass.  The  saow 
often  reaches  up  to  the  windows  of 
the  first  story  of  the  houses. 

The  route  of  the  Spliigen  was  com- 
pleted by  the  Austrian  Government 
m  1823,  to  counteract  the  new  Swiss 
road  over  the  Bemardin,  which,  had 
the  Spliigen  been  allowed  to  remain 
in  its  original  condition,  would  have 
withdrawn  from  it  all  the  traffic  into 
Italy.  The  engineer  employed  in  this 
undertaking  was  the  Chevalier  Done- 
gani.  The  old  road,  a  mere  bridle- 
path, proceeded  from  this  elevated 
valley,  or  basin,  direct  to  the  village 
of  Isola,  through  the  defile  of  the 
Cardinei,  a  \ery  perilous  spot,  from 
its  dire  and  constant  exposure  to  fall- 
ing avalanches. 

The  French  army  of  Marshal  Mac- 
donald,  who  crossea  the  Spliigen  be- 
tween the  27th  November  and  4th 
December,  1800,  long  before  the  new 
road  was  begun,  in  the  face  of  snow 
and  storm,  and  other  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles,  lost  nearly  100 
men,  and  as  many  horses,  chiefly  in 
the  passage  of  tne  Cardinel.  His 
columns  were  literally  cut  through 
by  the  falling  avalanches,  and  man 
and  beast  swept  over  to  certain  an- 
nihilation in  the  abyss  below.  The 
carriage-road  very  properly  avoids 
the  gorge  of  the  Cardinel  altogether, 
but  the  way  to  it  turns  o&  from  the 
second  wooden  bridge  crossed  on  quit- 
ting the  custom-house. 

Near  the  scattered  hamlet  Teggiate 
the  descent  re-commences,  and  soon 
after  the  road  is  carried  through  the 
first  great  G-allery,  more  than  700  ft. 


long,  15  ft.  high  and  wide,  followed 
by  a  second,  642  ft.  long,  and,  after 
a  short  interval,  by  a  third,  1530  ft. 
long.  These  galleries,  the  longest 
on  any  Alpine  high  road,  are  con- 
structed of  the  most  solid  masonry, 
arched,  with  roofs  sloping  outwards, 
to  turn  aside  the  snow,  supported  on 
pillars,  and  lighted  by  low  windows 
like  the  embrasures  of  a  battery. 
They  were  rendered  necessary  to  pro- 
tect this  portion  of  the  road  n*om  fall- 
ing avalanches  which  habitually  de- 
scend the  face  of  the  mountains,  and 
which,  if  not  warded  off,  would  have 
swept  away  the  road  the  first  year 
after  it  was  made. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  second 
srallery  there  is  a  most  striking  view 
down  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  of 
Isola,  and  the  long  line  of  zi^zaes, 
abandoned  since  1838,  by  whi(m  me 
traveUer  originally  descended  toChia- 
venna.  At  the  village  of  Fiaqazzo  (a 
cluster  of  pitch-coloured  hovels),  the 
new  line,  after  descending  2  angular 
terraces,  turns  off  to  the  1.,  and  from 
this  point  is  carried  partly  in  a  gra- 
dual slope,  partly  in  zigzags,  to  the 
village  of  Campo  Dolcino,  This  alter- 
ation, by  whicn  nearly  3  m.  of  dist- 
ance are  saved,  was  rendered  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  whole  line  by  the  storm  of  1834, 
and  also  by  the  great  dangers  to 
which  that  part  of  me  route,  Sstween 
Isola  and  the  Cascade  of  the  Medes- 
simo,  was  exposed  from  avalanches, 
which  fall  regularly  into  the  savage 

flen  of  the  Lira,  below  Fianazzo,  pro- 
ucing  an  almost  annual  loss  of  life. 
In  1835  5  peasants  and  8  horses  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  snow  in  this  glen 
as  they  were  returning  from  conduct- 
ing the  diligence  on  a  sledge  over  the 
mountain.  The  postilion  Being  near- 
est the  rock,  which  fortunately  some- 
what overhung  the  road,  drew  the 
horse  he  rode  under  the  cliff  as  soon 
as  he  heard  the  crash  ;  to  this  circum- 
stance he  and  the  animal  owed  their 
preservation.  Although  buried  like 
the  rest,  who  perished,  they  were  res- 
cued and  dug  out  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  some  hours. 
Fianazzo  stands  at  the  same  height 
M 
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above  the  sea  as  the  bridge  over  the 
Rhine  at  Spliigen.  The  road,  after 
passing  through  it,  crosses  the  little 
»tream  of  the  Medessimo,  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
over  which  it  throws  itself  in  a  beau- 
tiful &11,  800  ft.  high.  The  view, 
looking  down  the  fall  from  a  terrace 
near  the  bridge,  is  very  fine  ;  it  is 
also  well  seen  from  the  different  wind- 
ing terraces  down  which  the  road  is 
carried.  After  crossing  the  bridge, 
the  road  traverses  numerous  galleries, 
and  thence  gradually  descends  upon 

5^  Campo  Dolcino,  which,  in  spite 
of  its  sweet-sounding  Italian  name,  is 
but  a  poor  village,  with  a  poor  Tnn 
(Post),  on  a  smal^  dreary,  grassy  plain, 
on  the  borders  of  the  Lira. 

A  further  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  continuation  of  the  road, 
which,  on  quitting  the  plain,  threads 
the  gorge  of  St.  Giacomo  ;  an  inscrip- 
tion, by  the  road-side,  commemorates 
its  completion  by  Carlo  Donegani,  in 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Francis  II. 
The  sight  of  the  tourniquets  of  the 
old  rosui,  painfully  zigzagging  out  of 
the  gorge  below,  which  a  heavy  car- 
riage could  surmount  only  by  the 
strength  of  8  horses,  wiU  convince 
the  spectator  that  there  is  really  some 
improvement.  It  has  been  effected 
at  considerable  labour  and  expense, 
by  cutting  through  the  rock.  The 
vale  of  tne  Lira  presents  a  singular 
aspect  of  desolation,  from  the  quantity 
and  size  of  the  masses  of  fallen  rock 
which  entirely  filled  the  lower  part  of 
it.  They  are  fragments  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  which  are  com- 
posed of  a  species  of  white  ^eiss,  ex- 
ceedingly brittle,  and  which,  after 
exposure  to  the  weather,  assumes  a 
red  colour.  It  must  have  been  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  carry  a  road  through  such 
a  wilderness,  between  such  a  labyrinth 
of  detached  blocks  ;  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly in  many  places  narrow,  the 
turnings  very  sharp,  and  the  terraces 
too  short.  The  aspect  of  desolation 
in  this  fractured  valley  would  be 
greater  were  it  not  for  the  rich  dark 
foliage  of  the  chesnut-trees,  of  very 
large  size,  which  now  begin  to  sprout 
out  from  among  the  rocks  so  as  to  i 


mask  their  barrenness.  The  tall 
white  Italian  campanile  of  the  church 
of  Madonna  di  Gallivaggio,  amid  such 
a  group  of  foliage,  contrasting  vrith 
the  tall  precipices  around,  forms  an 
agreeable  picture.  Near  it,  at  the 
village  St.  Giacomo,  whence  the  valley 
is  named,  the  Lira  is  spanned  by  a 
bold  bridge. 

A  mile  or  two  farther  on,  the  val- 
ley opens  out,  and  Chiavenna  expands 
to  view,  a  picturesque  town,  beau- 
tifully situated,  under  an  Italian  sun, 
surrounded  by  hills  clothed  with  the 
richest  vegetation,  with  vines,  figs,  and 
pomegranates. 

2J  Chiavenna  (Germ,  defen). — Inn  : 
Conradi's ;  Chiave  d'Oro. 

Chiavenna  (Clavenna  of  the  an- 
cients), a  thriving  town  of  3040  Inhab., 
is  charmingly  situated  in  the  midst  of 
vineyards,  close  under  the  mountains, 
which  appear  to  impend  over  it,  at 
the  junction  of  the  valley  of  St.  Gia- 
como with  that  of  the  Meira,  called 
Yal  Bregaglia.  Beyond  this  beauty 
of  situation  there  is  very  little  here  to 
interest  the  passing  traveller.  The 
town  derives  much  benefit  from  its 
position  on  the  Spliigen  road,  and 
maintains  several  spinning-mills  for 
silk  and  cotton.  An  ingenious  manu- 
facturer named  Yanossi  at  one  time 
wove  here  a  fire-proof  cloth  of  asbes- 
tus,  a  mineral  which  abounds  in  the 
mountains  of  the  neighbourhood.  Op- 
posite Conradi's  inn,  at  the  foot  of  a 
rock,  is  a  picturesque  ruined  Castle, 
which  once  belonged  to  the  Salis 
family  :  strangers  are  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  fine  view  from  the  summit 
of  the  rock.  The  principal  Ch.  of  St. 
Lawrence  has  a  tall  campanile  standing 
within  a  square  inclosure,  surrounded 
by  a  cloister.  On  one  side  are  two 
bone-houses,  filled  with  skulls,-and, 
adjoining  them,  in  the  octagonal 
Baptistery y  is  a  curious  ancient  stone 
font,  sculptured  with  rude  bas-reliefs, 
which  WiU  interest  the  antiquary. 
The  citizens  keep  their  Yalteline 
wine  in  natural  grottoes  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  which  form  excel- 
lent cool  cellars  and  are  called  Ven- 
torali. 

Near  Pleurs,  about  3  m.  up  the  Val 
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Bregaglia,  memorable  for  the  fate  of 
its  mhabitants,  who  were  buried  by 
the  fall  of  a  mountain  (see  p.  242),  is 
a  peculiar  manufacture  of  a  coarse 
ware  for  culinary  purposes,  made  out 
of  potstone  (lapis  ollaris).  This  stone 
is  easily  cut,  or  turned  in  a  lathe,  and 
is  able  to  endure  heat.  Pliny  calls  it 
lapis  Comensis,  from  its  being  ex- 
ported from  the  lake  of  Como  :  the 
manufacture  has  greatly  dwindled 
down  at  present 

The  road  up  the  Val  Bregaglia  and 
over  the  pass  of  the  Maloya,  and  the 
description  of  Fleurs*  are  given  in 
Ete.  89. 

Chiavenna  belonged  to  the  Dukes 
of  Milan  down  to  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Swiss  became  possessed  of 
it,  and  it  formed,  with  the  Yalteline 
and  Bormio,  a  state  subject  to  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons.  Kapoleon 
added  it  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  as 
lying  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  by  tne  same 
rule,  transferred  it  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria. 

The  Fall  of  the  Gardona,  about  4  m. 
from  Chiavenna,  is  worth  notice.  At 
the  distance  of  i  hr.  from  the  town  on 
the  Biva  road,  tne  river  on  the  rt  must 
be  crossed.  A  walk  of  ^  hr.  l^ads 
thence  to  the  EalL — S. 

OmrUbns  every  morning  to  Colico,  to 
meet  the  steamer  from  Como,  return^ 
ing  in  the  afternoon. 

The  lower  valley  of  the  Maira,  from 
Chiavenna  to  the  lake  of  Biva,  is  by 
no  means  pleasing  in  its  scenery,  and 
the  low  ground  is  occupied  by  marsh  ra- 
ther than  meadow.  Traveiiers  should 
not  stop  for  the  night  anywhere  be^ 
tween  Chiavenna  and  Colico  (18  m). 
Malaria  hangs  over  the  district  around 
the  «smbouchures  of  the  Maira  and 
Adda,  and  the  stranger  who  neglects 
this  warning  (§  12)  may  pay  for  his 
temerity  by  a  fever.  Varenna,  on  the 
E.  shore  of  the  lake,  where  there  are 
good  inns  ;  Bellaggio,  on  the  point  of 
the  promontory  between  the  lakes  of 
Lecco  and  Como,  or  Cadenabbia  on 
the  W.  shore  of  the  lake,  are  all  safe 
and  capital  quarters. 

1  Biva  stands  near  the  N*  extre- 


mity of  the  Lago  Mezzola,  called  also 
Lago  di  Biva.  It  is  a  most  pic- 
turesque small  lake,  so  walled  in  by 
mountains  that,  until  a  few  years, 
there  was  no  road  by  the  side  of  it^ 
and  travellers  were  carried  across  it 
in  flat  barges  by  a  tedious  navigation, 
rendered  mfficmt  and  intricate  by  th0 
annually  increasing  deposits  of  mud, 
which  form  shoals  between  this  lake 
and  that  of  Como,  and  prevent  the 
steamboat  ascending  to  Biva.  The 
naked  and  savage  mountains  around 
have  a  very  peculiar  outline.  Theijr 
sides  are  furrowed  with  ravines,  down 
which  furious  torrents  precipitate 
themselves  at  some  seasons,  strewing 
the  mar^  of  the  lake  with  wreck. 
The  engineers  who  constructed  the 
capital  new  road,  finish.ed  in  1835, 
experienced  the  greatest  obstacles  in 
crossing  the  debris  at  the  mouth  of 
these  ravines.  The  Codera,  one  of 
the  most  furious  torrents,  spreads 
out  its  waste  of  rocks  and  gravel  in 
the  shape  of  a  fan,  £or  a  breadth  of 
at  least  half  a  niile.  This  river  at 
ordinary  times  trickles  through  the 
stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets,  crossed 
by  wooden  bridges,  under  which  the 
water  is  turned  by  the  construction 
of  artiftcial  canals,  flanked  by  we^e* 
shaped  dams  and  dykes.  After  tra^- 
versing  this  desolate  space^  the  road 
is  carried  through  two  gaUeries  ex*- 
cavated  in  the  rock,  and  soon  after 
emeiges  upon  the  delta  of  the  river 
Adda,  flowing  from  the  £.  out  of  the 
Valteline  into  the  lake  of  Como. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
lake  originally  bathed  the  feet  of  the 
mountain  on  this  side;  but,  in  the 
course  of  ages,  the  deposits  brought 
down  by  the  Adda  and  Maira  have 
so  far  encroached  on  it  as  to  form  an 
extensive  plain  of  swamp  and  morass, 
breathing  pestilence,  through  which 
the  Ad&  now  winds  in  a  serpentine 
course.  The  new  causeway  stretches 
in  a  straight  line  across  this  morass, 
passing  the  Adda  upon  a  long  wooden 
brid^,  too  narrow  for  more  than  one 
carnage  at  a  time.  Near  the  centre 
of  the  plain  the  great  road  to  the 
Stelvio  branches  off  on  the  1.  (See 
Handbook  for  South  Germany. > 
M  2 
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The  Spanish  Fort  Tuentes,  buUt  1603, 
as  the  Key  of  the  Yalteline.  on  a  rock, 
once,  perhaps,  an  island  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Adda,  is  left  on  the  rt, 
and  the  margin  of  the  lake  of  Como  is 
reached  at 

1  Colico,  a  village  situated  under 
the  Monte  Leenone,  immediately  S. 
of  the  embouchure  of  the  Adda.  It 
is  less  unwholesome  than  formerly, 
owing  to  the  drainage  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  marshland.  It  is  not, 
however,  a  good  halting-place ;  there 
are  indifferent  Inns^  AU'  Isola  Bella; 
Angelo. 

Steamboats  from  Como  arrive  off 
Colico  every  day,  about  noon,  and  re- 
turn in  half  an  hour.  They  will  em- 
bark or  disembark  a  carriage;  fare, 
first  class,  3  firs.  Boats  may  at  all  times 
be  hired  here  to  cross  or  descend  the 
lake,  but  they  are  scarcely  safe  for 
carriages.  The  magnificent  carriage- 
road  of  the  Stelvio  is  carried  along  the 
E.  shore  of  the  lake,  traversing  several 
remarkably  long  tunnels  excavated  in 
the  solid  rock ;  it  is  well  worth  explor- 
ing, at  least  as  far  as  Varenna  (1 1  m. 
from  Colico),  where  the  Inns  are  good. 
(Route  93.) 

Diligences  daily — ^to  Bormio  Baths 
at  the  foot  of  the  Stelvio;* to  Milan; 
to  Sondrio;  to  Chiavenna. 

^^   I  Rail.  Como  to  Milan. 
Milan  I  H^^^^<^^  North  Italy. 


ROUTE  89. 

CHIAVENNA    TO    ST.    MORITZ    AND  THE 

SOURCE    OP    THE    INN,    BY    THE  VAL 

BREGAGLIA    AND    THE   PAS3    OF  THE 
MALOYA, 

11 J  leagues  =»  33f  Eng.  m. 

The  carriage-road  up  the  Val  Bre- 
gaglia  and  over  the  Maloya  has  been 
finished  within  the  Swiss  territory, 
beginning  at  Castasegna;  thence  to 
Silva  Plana  it  is  a  first*-olas8  carriage- 
road.  The  first  few  miles  within  the 
Austrian  territory  are  unfinished,  in 
some  places  steep,  and  paved  with 
stones,  so  that  it  plight  be  dangerous 
for  a  heavily  laden  carriage.  Within 
the  Orison  territory  it  is  excellent  as 


far  as  Vico  Soprano.  The  inns  in 
the  Val  Bregaglia  are  bad;  the  best 
is  that  at  Vico  Soprano.  There  is 
no  good  inn  between  Chiavenna  and 
St  Moritz. 

The  road  ascends  by  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Maira,  in  face  of  a  pretty  cas* 
cade  formed  by  the  Acqua  Fraggia 
descending  from  the  N.  About  3  m. 
above  Chiavenna  it  passes,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  grave 
of  the  village  of  Pleurs  or  Piuro,  bu- 
ried, with  its  2430  inhabitants,  by  the 
fall  of  Monte  Conto,  on  the  night  of 
the  4th  of  Se^t  1618.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  thriving  place,  peopled  by 
industrious  inhabitants,  and  contained 
numerous  villas,  the  summer  resort  of 
the  citizens  of  Chiavenna.  It  now 
lies  beneath  a  heap  of  rocks  and  rub- 
bish, 60  ft.  deep,  which  fills  up  the 
valley.  Every  soul  within  it  perished, 
and  the  long-continued  excavations 
of  all  the  labourers  that  could  be  col- 
lected from  far  and  near  failed  in  res- 
cuing anything  alive  or  dead,  except 
a  beU  and  two  lamps,  from  the  ruins. 
All  traces  of  the  catastrophe  are  now 
nearly  obliterated,  and  the  spot  is 
grown  over  with  a  wood  of  chestnuts. 
The  inhabitants  received  many  pre- 
vious warnings,  which  were  unfortu- 
nately despised.  For  ten  years  pre- 
vious large  crevices  had  existed  on 
that  side  of  the  mountain;  and  heavy 
rains  preceded  the  catastrophe.  Masses 
of  rock  fell  the  day  before,  rents  were 
formed  in  the  mountain,  and  the 
shepherds  had  observed  their  cattle 
fly  from  the  spot  with  marks  of  ex- 
treme terror.  For  two  hours  after, 
the  course  of  the  Maira  was  dammed 
up  hy  the  fallen  debris,  but  luckily 
the  river  soon  worked  its  way  through, 
without  producing  a  debacle. 

The  Val  Breg:aglia  (Germ.  Bengell) 
is  fertile  and  picturesque:  it  is  shut 
in  bv  high  mountains.  Many  of  its 
inhabitants  emigrate,  and  adopt  the 
profession  of  chimney-sweepers,  which 
they  exercise  in  some  ot  the  large 
towns  of  the  Continent.  After  passing 
through  Santa  Croce,  and  Villa  (Pon- 
tella),  the  road  quits  the  Austrian 
territory  and  reaches  the  Swiss  fron- 
tier at 
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single  mountain  distributes  its  rills 
between  the  three  great  seas  which 
bathe  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  in 
this  respect  it  is  unique  in  Europe.] 

**  Above  Casaccia  the  Maloya  road  is 
zigzagged  for  1  hour  of  ascent,  up  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass  (6270  ft.) ;  out 
on  the  N.  side  the  descent  is  so  era* 
dual  as  not  to  require  the  skill  of  an 
engineer.  The  scenery  it  presents  is 
not  so  grand  as  that  on  most  of  the 
passes  in  the  main  range  of  the  Alps; 
but  the  combination  of  the  lofty  and 
snow-clad  summits  of  the  Bernina, 
and  the  glaciers  descending  from 
them,  with  the  lakes,  close  to  the 
shore  of  which  the  road  is  carried, 
gives  this  pass  an  air  of  singular  picr 
turesqueness,  to  which  I  remeniber 
no  parallel  among  the  Alps.  If  the 
road  were  made  good  from  Silva 
Plana  to  Finstermiinz,  it  would  be  the 
natural  highway  between  Milan  and 
Innsbruck;  its  height  being  less  than 
the  neighbouring  passes." — E.  W.  A 
little  way  down  the  N.E.  side  of  the 
ridge  the  road  falls  in  with  the  infant 
Inn  (in  Komansch  Oen  or  Ent),  here  a 
mere  torrent,  which  hastens  to  pour 
itself  into  the  lake  ofSHs,  a  picturesque 
mountain  basin,  5  m.  long,  extending 
as  far  as  Sils.  This  lake  (in  Romanscn 
Leg  de  Selgio)  is  fed  by  the  much 
smaller  lake  of  Lugni,  2  m.  higher  up 
in  the  flank  of  Mont  Longhmo,  the 
true  source  of  the  Inn. 

Sils,  the  highest  village  of  the  En- 
gadine.  The  most  conspicuous  build- 
ing here  is  the  viUa  of  a  chocolate 
manufacturer,  named  Josti,  a  native 
of  Davos,  who,  having  quitted  Swit- 
zerland a  beggar,  made  a  large  for- 
tune in  one  of  the  capitals  of  N.  Ger- 
many, a  part  of  which  he  expended 
on  this  huge  and  unprofitable  struc- 
ture. 

The  lake  of  Sils  is  succeeded  by 
two  other  small  lakes  of  Silva  Plana, 
and  of  Campfeer,  through  both  of 
which  the  Inn  passes.    At 

4}  Silva  Plana  the  Julier  road 
(Route  82^  enters  the  Engadine, 
About  3  miles  lower  down  stands 

2^  St  Moritz.    Route  82. 

(Samadan  is  the  post-station.) 


2  Castasegna.  Above  this  the  white 
mulberry  no  loneer  flourishes,  and 
this  is  therefore  the  limit  of  the  cul- 
ture of  the  silkworm.  A  little  way 
within  the  frontier  (rt)  is  the  Castle 
of  Bondo,  belonging  to  that  branch  of 
the  Salis  famUy  (Soglio)  which  is 
settled  in  England.  The  ruined  Castle 
of  Castelmur  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Maira  is  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its 
tall  donjon,  100  ft.  high,  from  which 
two  walls,  15  ft.  high  and  10  thick, 
descend  into  the  gorge  to  the  river 
side.  The  valley  was  formerly  closed 
here  by  a  gate,  and  the  castle  formed 
the  key  of  the  vaUey. 

3J  Vico  Soprano  (Vespran),  a  vil- 
lage of  504  Inhab.,  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Maira,  3380  ft.  above  the  sea. 

Casaccia  {Inn  fair  for  the  locality; 
obliging  host,  Aug.  Zuan),  a  village 
situated  on  the  L  bank  of  the  tor- 
rent, which  after  passing  Chiavenna 
flows  into  the  Lago  Mezzola,  at  the  S. 
side  of  the  Septimer,  and  on  the  W. 
of  the  Maloya,  over  both  of  which 
mountains  the  Romans  conducted 
highways  in  the  age  of  Augustus. 

[The  road  over  the  Septimer,  now  an 
indifferent  horse-path,  but  well  traced 
and  not  difficult,  leads  from  Casaccia  to 
Bivio  Stalla,  4  or  4^  hours'  walk.  The 
S.  side  is  much  more  steep  and  stony 
than  the  descent  on  Stalla.  The 
summit  is  7840  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 
There  is  no  inn  on  the  summit,  though 
one  is  marked  in  Keller:  only  ruins 
of  a  hut.  The  view  from  this  is 
fine;  the  Piz  Muretto  and  Monte  del 
Oro  being  conspicuous  features  in  it. 
Though  now  impracticable  for  any 
kind  of  vehicles,  this  was  once  the 
ordinary  highway  between  Italy  and 
Switzerland  until  the  formation  of  the 
carriage-road  over  the  Spliigen,  which, 
being  a  lower  pass,  and  10  m.  shorter, 
is  of  course  preferred  to  it.  On  the 
Septimer  are  situated  the  sources  of 
the  Maira  and  the  Oberhalbstein 
Rhine,  called  also  Avener  Rhein  and 
Averser-Landwasser,  and  on  its  E.  de- 
clivity, on  the  confines  of  the  Maloya, 
the  river  Inn  rises  out  of  the  small  lake 
called  Lago  di  Lugni  or  Lac  Longhino, 
at  the  foot  of  Mont  Longhino,  one  of 
the  points  of  the  Septimer*    Thus,  one 


246 


ROUTE  90. — BERNARDIN.      SOURCE  OF  THE  RHINE.         Sect.  I. 


ROUTE  90. 


PASS  OF   THE  BERNARDIN,   SPLUGEN 
TO  BELLINZONA. 

15  leagues,  6^  posts=45i  Eng.  m. 

Diligence  every  day  in  about  16 
hours.  The  supply  of  post-horses  on 
this  road  is  very  smaU,  not  exceeding 
6  at  each  post  house,  and  difficulties 
are  therefore  experienced  in  getting 
on.  Travellers  should  start  in  very 
good  time,  or  bespeak  horses  before- 
hand. **  The  postDoys  are  often  will- 
ing to  go  on  a  stage  beyond  their  own, 
but  they  demand  exorbitant  prices, 
and  you  are  not  sure  that  the  same 
difficulty  will  not  occur  at  the  next 
station/'— -C.  D. 

N.B. — No  good  inn  between  Splii- 
gen  and  BelUnzona. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  was 
constructed  in  1822,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer  Pocobelli,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  Sardinian  and 
Grison  governments.  About  6-7ths 
of  the  sum  required  were  advanced  by 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  who  duly  ap- 
preciated the  advantages  to  his  domi- 
nions to  be  derived  from  a  highway 
which  should  connect,  by  a  direct 
line,  the  port  of  Genoa  and  the  ca- 
pital Turin  with  Switzerland  and  W. 
Germany. 

The  road,  leaving  the  bridge  of 
Spliigen  (Rte.  87)  on  the  1.,  advances 
up  the  valley  of  Hinter-Bhein,  whose 
stem  and  barren  features  have  less 
of  beauty  than  of  wildness,  along  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine  through  2J  Sfiifa- 
nen,  distant  about  9  m.  to 

Hinterrhein  {Inn:  Post,  tolerable, 
clean  beds,  the  highest  village  in 
the  valley,  170  ft.  above  Spliigen,  an 
elevation  at  which  no  grain  but  barley 
grows. 

I  Hence  to  the  source  of  the  Rhine 
will  take  up  6  or  7  hours  going  and 
returning,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 

A  mmtitude  of  streamlets  trickle 
down  from  the  crevices  in  the  sur- 
rounding mountains,  where  deep  snow 
rests  almost  all  the  year  round,  to 
feed  the  infant  Rhine.  But  the  Source 
of  the  Rhine  lies  about  10  miles  higher 
up  the  vall^,  half  of  which  distance, 
or  two-thirds  late  in  the  summer,  can 


be  performed  on  horseback,  the  rest 
on  foot;  the  latter  part  of  the  walk 
especially  is  difficult  and  fatiguing, 
and  the  assistance  of  a  g^ide  is  neces- 
sary to  find  the  way.  The  scenery  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley  is  savagely 
grand,  and  well  deserves  the  notice  of 
traveUersw  The  river  takes  its  rise 
at  the  very  extremity  of  this  frost- 
bound  vaUey,  from  beneath  a  glacier 
ironically  called  Paradies,  situated 
between  the  Moschel-Hom  and  the 
Piz  Val-Rhein,  or  Vogelberg  (10,300 
ft.),  two  of  the  highest  mountains  in 
the  Grison  range,  forming  part  of  the 
group  called  Monte  Adula.  At  the 
end  of  about  4  miles  the  path  begins 
to  ascend,  and  is  soon  lost  in  crossing 
steep  slopes  covered  with  debris  of 
rock,  so  that  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  direction  will  alone  enable  the 
traveller  to  reach  the  source  by  him- 
self. After  skirting  along  the  sides  of 
a  savage  ravine  called  Holle,  a  steep 
descent  leads  down  to  th^  fountain- 
head  in  the  glacier,  which  is  some- 
times hollowed  out  into  a  magnificent 
dome  or  cavern.] 

There  is  a  fine  Pass,  the  Valserherg^ 
from  Hinter-Rhein  to  Ilanz. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  bids 
adieu  to  the  Rhine  at  Hinter-Rhein, 
crossing  it  by  a  stone  bridge,  the  first 
which  spans  its  current,  after  which 
it  inmieoiately  begins  to  ascend,  breast- 
ing the  steep  slope  of  the  mountain 
by  sixteen  zigzags;  many  of  its  turn- 
ings are  very  abrupt. 

A  striking  view  opens  out  on  the 
rt,  over  the  head  of  the  Rhine  valley 
and  the  glaciers,  whence  it  bursts 
forth.  On  the  rt.  of  the  road  rises 
the  gigantic  mass  of  the  Moschel- 
Hom,  and  on  the  1.  the  black  peak  of 
the  Mittag-Hom  overhangs  the  pass. 

The  passage  over  the  Alps  is  said 
to  have  been  known  to  the  Romans; 
it  was  called  the  Vogelberg  down  to 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  a  pious  missionary,  St.  Ber- 
nardin  of  Sienna,  preached  the  Gospel 
through  these  remote  Alpine  valleys, 
and  a  chaT)el  dedicated  to  him,  on  the 
S.  side  or  the  mountain,  gave  rise  to 
the  name  which  it  still  retains.  It 
was  traversed,  in  March,  1799,  by  the 
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French  army  of  Lecourbe,  at  a  season 
when  winter  still  reigns  on  these  ele- 
vations, and  before  the  mountain  pos- 
sessed any  other  road  than  a  miser- 
able mule-path. 

The  summit  of  the  pass,  about  7115 
ft  above  the  sea,  and  24U0  ft.  above 
the  village  of  Spliigen,  is  partly  occu- 
pied by  a  lake  caUed  Lago  Moesola, 
the  source  of  the  Moesa,  along  whose 
margin  the  road  runs.  At  this  point 
a  very  substantial  but  homely  inn,  or 
house  of  refuge,  has  been  erected. 

A  little  way  down  the  S.  slope  of 
the  mountain,  the  Moesa  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge  of  a  single 
arch,  110  ft.  above  the  river,  named 
after  Victor  Emanuel,  Kinff  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  construction  of  this  road.  The 
carriage-way  is  here  covered  over  for 
some  distance  with  a  sul^tantial  roof, 
supported  on  solid  buttresses,  to  pro- 
tect it  from  avalanches  and  whirl- 
winds of  snow,  to  which  this  gully  is 
much  exposed  at  times.  A  few  strag- 
gling and  stunted  pines  here  make 
their  appearance;  a  little  lower  down, 
trees  40  or  50  ft.  high  may  be  seen 
clinging  to  the  rock,  with  barely  2  ft. 
depth  of  soil  beneath  them;  their 
roofs  scarcely  strike  downwards  at 
aU,  but  spread  far  and  wide  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  so  that  when  a  tree 
is  thrown  down  by  the  wind,  roots 
and  soil  are  peeled  off  at  once,  and 
nothing  but  bare  rock  remains  below. 
The  S.  face  of  the  mountain  is  aJso 
far  more  abrupt  and  precipitous  than 
the  N.;  but  the  roaa  is  so  skilfully 
carried  down  it,  and  so  gpradually, 
that  a  postilion,  accustomed  to  it, 
trots  quickly  down  the  whole  way, 
turning  sharp  round  the  comers  of 
the  zigzags.  The  traveller  beholds 
the  road  almost  beneath  his  feet,  ex- 
tending like  an  uncoiled  rope  below 
him,  and  as  he  moves  backwards  and 
forwards,  following  its  turns,  he  ap- 
pears to  hover  over  the  valley  below, 
and  might  fancy  himself  fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  pendulum,  and  bdiuiced 
in  mid-air. 

3^  St.  Bernardino— (/nns;  Croix 
Blanche ;  Chamois ;  none  to  be  re- 
commended)— is  a  post- station  and 


village,  the  first  and  loftiest  in  the 
valley  of  Misocco,  consisting  of  a 
few  houses  planted  half  way  down 
the  descent  on  a  small  plain  or  ledge. 
There  is  a  mineral  spring  here,  having 
a  temperature  of  about  40°  Fahr., 
and  a  strong  taste  of  ink.  It  is  one 
of  the  highest  mineral  sources  among 
the  Alps,  and  annually  draws  a  few 
invalids  to  the  spot,  but  the  company 
is  far  from  select.  The  passage  of 
the  mountain  from  Hinter-Khein  to  St 
Bernardino  is  effected  in  about  3^  hrs. 

The  descent  from  this  into  the 
lower  valley  of  Misocco  (in  Germ. 
Masox  or  Misox  Thai ;  ItaL  Val  Me- 
solcina)  is  a  scene  of  beauty  scarcely 
surpassed  among  the  Alps. 

Ne&T  St  Giacomo  there  are  quar- 
ries of  gypsum  :  here  there  is  also  a 
fall  of  the  Moesa.  It  is  a  continued 
descent  as  far  as  Misocco  and  the 
Fonte  di  Soazza,  which  is  only  a  few 
hundred  feet  higher  than  Coire,  in  the 
valley  of  the  fliine.  This  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  abruptness  of  the 
southern  descent  from  the  Alps  con- 
trasted with  the  northern. 

3  Misocco  (/n».-  Post,  dirty,  wretch- 
ed! a  villa^  of  about  900  Inhab., 
called  also  Cremao.  The  views  from 
its  churchyard  and  old  castle  are  fine. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Misocco 
the  luxuriant  grov^rth  of  the  chestnut 
and  walnut,  the  abundant  crops  of 
maize,  the  presence  of  the  vine  and 
the  mulberry,  which  succeed  each 
other  within  the  space  of  a  few  miles, 
remind  the  traveller  that  he  is  indeed 
in  Italy ;  and  he  soon  becomes  other- 
wise aware  of  this  change  by  the 
altered  lan^age,  the  laziness  and 
filth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  mi- 
serable habitations.  The  situation  of 
Misocco  is  charming.  A  little  way 
below  it,  in  the  mi^e  of  the  valley, 
rises  up  the  ruined  Castle  of  Misocco, 
a  feudal  seat  of  the  powerful  lords  of 
Masox,  sold  by  them,  1482,  to  the  ce- 
lebrated Milanese  general  Trivulzio, 
taken  and  destroyeid  by  the  Graii- 
btindtnera,  1526.  The  valley  is  here 
bounded  by  precipices,  over  and 
among  whose  rocky  sides  a  number 
of  waterfalls  dash,  assuming  the  shape 
of  that  which  in  Scotland  is  called  the 
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Mare's  Tail.  The  knoll  on  which  the 
castle  stands  seems  formed  to  com- 
mand the  passage  up  and  down. 

A  very  steep  and  difficult  path 
ascends  the  E.  side  of  the  valley, 
nearly  opposite  the  castle,  and  cross- 
ing the  ridge  of  the  Alps,  by  the  dan- 
gerous pass  of  the  Forcola^  descends 
at  once  upon  Chiavenna. 

The  valley  of  Misocco  has  lost 
much  of  its  beauty  and  cheerfulness 
since  the  fearful  thunderstorm  and 
inundation  of  August,  1834,  which 
overwhelmed  the  land  in  many  places 
with  torrents  of  rocks,  and  has  left 
behind  beds  of  gravel  and  alluvium 
in  places  90  ft.  high,  thus  condemn- 
ing it  to  eternal  sterility.  50  houses, 
200  chalets,  and  many  bridges  were 
swept  away.  An  inscription  has  been 
attached  to  a  huge  mass,  stating  that 
it  and  others  descended  from  the 
Forcola. 

Below  Soazza  the  new  road  runs 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Moesa.  On 
the  rt,  the  graceful  cascade  of  Buf- 
falora  precipitates  itself  from  the  top 
of  a  rock. 

The  general  legislative  assemblies 
of  the  men  of  the  valley  are  held  an- 
nually at  Lostalla. 

3i  Cama. 

At  Grono  the  Yal  Calanca  opens 
out  from  the  W. 

Roveredo — (^Inns:  Croce  Bianca,  to- 
lerable; Oanone  d'Oro) — a  village  con- 
taining nearly  1000  Inhab.,  with  the 
ruined  castle  of  Trivulzio  in  its  vi- 
cinity. Th€  Prior  of  Roveredo  and  1 1 
old  women  were  burnt  for  practising 
witchcraft  by  Carlo  Borromeo,  in 
1583,  at  his  first  visitation  of  the  dio- 
cese. The  rivers  hereabouts  are  used 
to  float  down  the  timber  cut  in  the 
forests  of  the  higher  transverse  valleys. 

St.  Vittore  is  the  last  village  in  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons :  below  it  we 
enter  the  canton  Tessin  and  the  Val 
Levantina,  and  our  road  joins  that 
descending  from  the  St.  Gothard 
(Rte.  34).  Below  the  junction  of 
the  rivers  Moesa  and  Ticino  stands 
Arhedo,  memorable  in  history  for  the 
severe  defeat  which  the  Swiss  sus- 
tained here  from  the  Milanese,  com- 
manded by  the  celebrated  generals 


Delia  Pergola  and  Carmagnola,  in 
1422.  Near  the  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
called  Chiesa  Rossa,  from  its  red 
colour,  2000  Swiss  lie  buried  under 
3  large  mounds,  still  distinguishable. 
Defeat  was  at  that  period  so  unusual 
to  the  Swiss,  even  from  a  greatly  su- 
perior force,  that  they  retired  across 
the  Alps  abashed  and  discouraged. 

The  distant  aspect  of  Bellinzona, 
surrounded  by  battlemented  walls, 
which  once  stretched  quite  across 
the  valley,  and  overhung  by  no  less 
than  3  feudal  castles,  is  exceedingly 
imposing  and  picturesque.  It  looks 
as  though  it  still  commanded,  as  it 
once  did,  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
The  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and 
the  magnificent  forms  of  the  moun- 
tains around,  complete  the  grandeur 
of  the  picture. 

^  Bellinzona  (Germ.  BeUenz). — 
Inns:  Angelo  (Post),  very  comfort- 
able and  dirty ;  Aquila  ( Aigle  d'Or), 
outside  S.  gate,  good  and  reasonable ; 
Grand  Cerf. 

Bellinzona,  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Ticino,  here  restrained  by  a 
long  stone  dam  (Tondo  Ripario),  and 
containing  1520  Inhab.,  is  one  of  the 
3  chief  towns  of  the  canton  Tessin, 
and  becomes  the  seat  of  government 
alternately  with  Lugano  and  Locarno, 
for  6  years  together.  The  view  of  it 
in  approaching  is  very  striking,  owing 
to  the  3  old  castles  which  rise  above 
it,  and  still  seem  to  bar  all  passage. 
Within,  it  has  all  the  character  of  an 
Italian  town  in  its  narrow  and  dirty 
streets,  and  in  the  arcades  which 
run  under  its  houses.  It  stretches 
across  the  valley  to  the  river,  so  that 
the  only  passage  up  or  down  lies 
through  its  gates.  It  is  still  a  place 
of  commercial  importance  as  an  entre- 
pot for  the  merchandise  of  Germany 
and  Italy — situated  as  it  is  at  the 
union  of  4  roads  —  from  the  St. 
Gothard,  the  Bemardin,  from  Lu- 
gano, and  from  Locarno,  on  the  Iiago 
Maggiore.  In  ancient  times,  how- 
ever, it  was  of  still  greater  military 
consequence,  as  the  key  of  the  pas- 
sage from  Lombardy  into  Germany, 
and  a  place  of  great  strength.  It  be- 
came the  fruitful  cause  of  intrigue,  ■ 
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dontest,  and  bloodshed,  between  the 
crafty  Italians  and  the  encroaching 
Swiss.  The  latter  first  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  the  Yal  Levan- 
tina,  by  a  nominal  bargain  of  2400 
florins  paid  to  the  lord  of  Masox,  and 
they  obtained  from  the  £mpr.  Sigis- 
mond  a  confirmation  of  their  title. 
The  Duke  of  Milan,  Philip  Maria  Vis- 
conti,  whose  ancestors  had  lost  this 
territory,  by  no  means  acquiesced  in 
this  transfer,  and,  seizing  a  favourable 
opportunity,  surprised  the  Swiss  gar- 
rison of  BeUinzona  by  a  Milanese 
force  under  Delia  Pergola,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  valley.  It 
was  this  event  which  led  to  the  battle 
of  Arbedo,  in  which  the  Swiss  re- 
ceived so  severe  a  check.  They 
afterwards  twice  gained  possession  of 
Bellinzona  and  its  subject  valleys  by 
hard  fighting,  "  by  the  help  of  God 
and  their  halberts,  as  they  boastingly 
proclaimed,  first  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  next  from  the  French,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XII.,  obtained 
temporary  possession  of  these  valleys. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  16th  to 
the  end  of  the  1 8th  century,  the  Swiss 
maintained  uninterrupted  possession 
of  BeUinzona,  governing  its  territory 
as  a  state  subject  to  the  cantons,  with  a 
rule  as  tyrannic  as  that  of  the  absolute 
dukes  of  Milan,  their  predecessors. 

The  three  picturesque  Castles  which 
still  seem  to  domineer  over  the  town, 
though  partly  in  ruins,  were  the  resi- 
dence of  the  3  Swiss  bailiffs  deputed 
to  govern  the  district,  and  were  occu- 
pied by  a  garrison,  and  armed  with 
some  pieces  of  cannon.  The  largest, 
called  Castello  Grande^  or  San  Michele, 
on  an  isolated  hill  to  the  W.  of  the  town, 
belonged  to  canton  Uri,  and  now  serves 
as  an  arsenal  and  prison.  Of  the  two 
castles  on  the  E.  the  lower  one,  Cos- 
tello  di  Mezzo,  belonged  to  canton 
Schwytz,  and  the  highest  of  all,  Cos* 
tello  CorbariOy  to  Unterwalden  ;  they 
are  both  unoccupied.  The  view  from 
Castello  Grande  is  very  striking.  A, 
long  bridge  is  here  thrown  over  the 
river  Ticino,  which,  however,  in  sum- 
mer is  so  shrunk  as  to  occupy  only  3 
or  4  of  the  arches.  The  banks  are 
guarded  against  sudden  inundations 


by  the  strong  dyke,  caUed  Tondo  Ri- 
pario,  constructed  by  the  French  under 
Francis  I. 

There  remains  little  else  to  parti- 
cularise here.  The  principal  Church, 
in  the  square,  is  a  handsome  modern 
building  faced  with  white  marble,  and 
has  a  pulpit  ornamented  with  histori- 
cal bas-reliefs.  There  are  several  con- 
vents here.  Thie  Ch.  of  S,  Biaggio  (St. 
Blaize),  in  the  suburb  Bavecchia,  out- 
side the  Lugano  gate,  is  said  to  be 
very  ancient. 

From  Bellinzona  the  traveller  has 
the  choice  of  two  roads  to  Milan  :  by 
the  Lago  Maggiore  (Rte.  91)  or  by  the 
Lago  Lugano  (Rte.  92). 

The  steamer  on  the  Lago  Maggiore 
departs  from  Magadino,  8  m.  S.  of 
Bellinzona,  early  every  morning  ex- 
cept Sunday  ;  Eilwagen  to  Magadino 
or  Locarno,  to  meet  the  steamer,  every 
day  ;  but  see  p.  252.  (See  Handbook 
FOR  North  Italy.) 

ROUTE  91. 

BELLINZONA  TO  MAGADINO  AND  LO- 
CARNO, ON  THE  LAGO  MAGGIORE. 

Ital.  miles.    Swiss  leag.  Eng.  m. 
To  Magadino,  8    s=:     3|    =»       9^ 
To  Locarno,  11     =    4      «     12 
Omnibus  leaves  Bellinzona   at  the 
very  inconvenient  hour  of  2^  A.M.,  to 
meet  the  steamer   at  6  ;   returning, 
after  the  return  of  the  steamer,   at 
6  P.M.    It  is  preferable  to  sleep  at  Lo- 
carno than  to  be  subjected  to  rise  at 
such  an  hour  of  the  night  and  lose  2 
or  3  hours  waiting  in  the  street  at  4 
in  the  morning. 

The  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  between  Bellinzona  and  the 
lake,  is  a  broad  plain,  from  which  the 
mountains  recede  to  a  considerable 
distance,  but  still  give  grandeur  to  the 
landscape.  The  country  is  highly 
cultivated,  the  slopes  covered  with 
vineyards,  but  the  bottom  becomes 
marshy  lower  down,  and  is  therefore 
unhealthy. 

There  is  a  road  practicable  for  car- 
riages on  both  sides  of  the  Ticino  ; 
that  on  the  1.  is  the  most  direct  to 
Magadino. 
On  quitting  Bellinzona  by  the  Lu- 
M  3 
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gano  gate  the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent 
called  Dragonata  is  passed.  As  its 
name  would  imply,  it  is  at  times  a 
great  scourge  ;  it  carried  off  in  1768 
the  Franciscan  convent  outside  the 
town,  and  threatens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country-houses  on 
the  outskirts ;  and  high  upon  the 
slopes  of  the  hills  are  numerous  build- 
ings, now  deserted,  to  which  in  ancient 
lames  the  natives  of  Bellinzona  used 
to  resort  for  safety  when  the  plague 
was  raging  in  the  town.  At  Cade- 
nazzo,  the  road  to  Lugano,  over  the 
Monte  Cenere*  (Bte.  92),  turns  to  the 
E.  out  of  our  rte. 

l^t  Magadino.  (Trms :  H  Batello  a 
Vapore  ;  very  bad,  but  the  best ;  situ- 
ated by  the  side  of  a  mountain-stream, 
which  carries  with  it  a  current  of  fresh 
air,  and  separates  the  house  from  the 
marshes :  Post  in  the  village,  not 
good.)  Magadino  has  the  reputation 
of  being  unhealthy,  owing  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  marshes  of  the 
Ticino  and  the  prevalence  of  malaria 
— a  sufficient  reason  to  make  a  tra- 
veller cautious  in  taking  up  his  quar- 
ters in  the  village  for  the  night. 
(4  12.)  Locarno  is  preferable  in  this 
respect. 

xhis  little  village  was  not  lon^  ago 
a  small  group  of  houses,  but  it  has 
gained  some  importance  of  late,  to  the 
prejudice  of  its  neighbour  Locarno,  as 
the  port  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  at 
whose  N.  extremity  it  lies,  and  as  the 
station  of  the  steamboats. 

The  steamer  sets  out  early  in  sum- 
mer Arom  Magadino  down  the  Lago 
Maggiore  to  Arona  and  the  Borro- 
mean  Islands,  returning  in  the  even- 
ing (but  see  p.  252). 

From  Magadino  to  Lugano  is  3 
posts  of  canton  Ticino. — CD. 

The  hilly,  ill-contrived  road  from 
Bellinzona  to  Locarno  crosses  the  Ti- 
cino by  the  long  bridge  completed  in 
1815,  in  the  place  of  one  carried  away 
by  the  fearful  inundation  of  1 515,  which 
did  so  much  injury  to  the  wh^e  valley 
(p.  109).  The  road  runs  along  the  rt. 
bank.    It  passes  under  the  Monte  Ca- 

♦  li  post  of  Canton  Ticino. 
+  See  $5,  Introduction. 


rasso,  and  commands  a  good  view  of 
the  opposite  mountains,  including  the 
Monte  Cenere,  and  up  the  vaUey  over 
the  romantic  town  of  Bellinzona  to  the 
snowy  Alps  towering  behind  it.  The 
low  ground  through  which  the  now 
almost  stagnant  Ticino  winds,  being 
very  marshy,  is  not  so  pleasing  a  fea- 
ture, and  the  exhalations  from  it  are 
imwholesome.  At  the  bridge  of  Se- 
mentina,  a  torrent  issuing  out  of  a  ra- 
vine on  the  rt.  forms  a  pretty  water- 
ML  In  1829  this  stream,  swelled 
with  sudden  rains,  desolated  the  land 
around  its  mouth,  and  carried  away 
the  bridge.  According  to  the  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  peasantry,  the 
upper  part  of  this  wild  gorge  is  haunted 
by  the  ghosts  of  misers,  who  there  do 
penance  after  death  for  their  exactions 
from  the  poor  while  living.  The  latter 
part  of  the  route,  after  crossing  the 
torrent  Yerzasca  as  it  vnnds  along  the 
W.  shore  of  the  lake,  is  splendid  be- 
yond description. 

3§ Zocamo  (Germ.  Luggjarus).  (Inn: 
Corona  ;  tolerable.)  This  is  one  of 
the  three  capitals  of  canton  Tessin  ;  it 
has  1700  Innab.,  and  is  said  to  have 
once  contained  twice  as  many,  but  has 
decayed  since  the  15th  century  in  po- 
pulation and  prosperity.  It  is  beauti- 
fully situated  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  on  which  it  has  a  litSe  port,  at 
the  foot  of  the  wooded  cliffs  surmounted 
by  the  church  of  Madonna  del  Sasso, 
the  most  picturesque  of  monastic 
groups,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
converging  valleys  of  Yerzasca,  Mag- 
gia,  Onsemone,  and  Centovalle,  the 
last  a  primitive  district  scarcely  ever 
visited  by  travellers.  The  climate, 
the  vegetation,  and  the  sky  are  all 
Italian  ;  even  the  people  are  Italian 
in  laziness  and  superstition.  The 
groves  of  orange  and  lemon,  the  tall 
white  steeples  on  the  hiU-sides,  and 
the  little  white  chapels  peering  out 
from  among  the  trellised  vines,  and 
mirrored  in  the  glassy  lake,  are  all 
characteristic  features  of  an  Italian 
landscape,  even  though,  as  far  as  fron- 
tier lines  are  concerned,  we  are  still  in 
Switzerland.  The  deposits  of  the  nu- 
merous torrents  here  flowing  into  the 
lake   have   encroached    considerably 
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upon  it,  forming  a  flat  marshy  delta, 
M^ich  renders  Locarno  not  altogether 
healthy.  ♦*  The  spot,  however,  is  one 
of  singular  beauty,  and  greatly  to  be 
preferred  to  Magadino  by  traveUers 
requiring  to  halt  for  the  night  near 
the  head  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  pre- 
vious to  embarking." — J.  F. 

The  Government  Hbuse^  in  the  midst  of 
a  square  planted  with  shrubberies,  was 
built  by  a  joint-stock  company  for  the 
sittings  of  the  grand  council  In  the 
old  castle  are  some  antique  rooms  with 
beautiful  wood-carvings.  Here  are 
several  churches  and  4  convents,  be- 
sides that  of  Madonna  del  Sasso,  on  the 
height  above  it,  a  building  well  worth 
visiting,  for  the  exquisite  view  it  com- 
mands over  the  blue  lake,  and  the  en- 
trance of  the  valley  of  the  Ticino, 
whose  winding  course  may  be  traced 
flashing  in  the  sun  ;  as  well  as  for  its 
church,  with  paintings  by  Luini — stuc- 
coes, bas-reliefs,  &c. 

The  market  at  Locarno,  held  once  a 
fortnight,  is  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  neighbouring  valleys, 
and  exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of 
costumes. 

The  traveller  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  in  this  little  paltry  town 
the  distinctions  of  rank  are  more 
punctiliously  observed  than  in  many 
of  the  great  European  capitals.  No 
less  than  seven  grades  or  castes  are 
numbered  among  its  inhabitants.  At 
the  head  stand  the  signers  (nobili)  ; 
next  to  them  the  borghesi,  or  burgh- 
ers; below  them  the  cultivators,  ter- 
rieri,  or  old  landholders:  these  3 
classes  have  the  right  of  pasture  on 
the  common  lands,  an  almost  worth- 
less privilege,  owing  to  the  neglect 
into  which  they  have  fallen.  Below 
these,  as  to  privileges,  rank  the  oriondi 
(settlers  from  the  villagers)  and  the 
sessini;  and  the  quatnni  and  men- 
sualisti,  foreign  settlers. 

The  decay  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
town  is  traced  to  the  intolerance  of  its 
Komish  inhabitants,  who,  instigated 
by  their  priests,  compelled  those 
among  their  fellow-citizens  who  had 
adopted  the  Beformed  faith  to  emi- 
grate. In  March,  1553,  116  persons, 
including  women  and  childr^  who 


had  refused  to  purchase  the  privilege 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
religion,  were  banished  by  a  decree  of 
the  Swiss  Diet,  and  quitted  their 
homes  for  ever.  With  them  went  in- 
dustry and  prosperity;  they  settled 
at  Zurich,  transferring  thither  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  which  is  now  of 
such  vast  commercial  importance  to 
that  city.  The  day  after  the  sentence 
of  exile  had  been  pronounced,  the 
papal  nuncio  arrived  with  two  in- 
quisitors: he  indignantly  objected  to 
the  mildness  of  the  sentence,  and 
urged  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  under 
pain  of  the  pope's  displeasure,  to 
couple  with  it  confiscation  of  the  goods 
of  the  heretics,  and  separation  of 
them  from  their  children,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  educated  as  pa- 

Sists,  To  this  demand,  however,  the 
eputies  did  not  yield  obedience.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were 
preached  here  first  by  Beccaria,  a 
pious  Milanese  monk,  about  1534:  he 
was  soon  expelled,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  Val  Misocco. 

There  are  21  convents  in  canton 
Tessin,  The  criminal  statistics  of  the 
district  around  Locarno  show  a  large 
amount  of  crime  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  neigh- 
bouring valley  of  Yerzasca  is  in  evil 
repute  for  the  number  of  assassina- 
tions committed  in  it.  Bonstetten, 
who  travelled  through  it  in  1795,  says 
that  the  men  aU  wear  at  their  girdle, 
behind,  a  knife  a  foot  long,  called 
falciuolo,  to  kill  one  another.  He  states 
that  the  average  number  of  law-suits 
among  a  population  of  17,000  souls 
was  1000  yearly.  Whether  this  state- 
ment were  true  or  not  at  the  time,  a 
great  improvement  has  certainly  taken 
place  since;  at  present  the  number  of 
offences  in  the  same  district,  where  the 
population  returns  show  an  increase 
of  3000  souls  upon  the  preceding  cen- 
sus, presents  an  average  of  100  crimes 
against  person  and  property  yearly* 
Acts  of  violence,  murder,  &c.,  are 
however,  still  very  common,  and  the 
people  have  the  reputation  of  being 
very  litigious. 

There  is  a  path  up  the  Centovalli, 
a  secluded  aad  little- visited  valley. 
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▼ery  winding  and  narrow,  to  Domo 
d'Ossola  on  the  Simplon  (Bte.  59). 
The  path  is  a  bad  one. 

The  Val  Maggio  (Genn.  Mayenthal) 
opens  out  about  2  miles  to  the  N.W. 
of  Locarno,  beyond  the  narrow  pass 
of  the  Ponte  Brolla.  A  tolerable 
cross  carriage>road  has  been  carried 
up  to  Cevio,  the  chief  Tillage,  and 
thence  to  Peccia.  It  cost  the  canton 
nearly  300,000  Swiss  fr.  The  distance 
fromliOcamo  to  Cevio  is  9  Italian  m.; 
and  thence  to  Fusio,  the  highest  vil- 
lage, 10^  m. 

Lago  Magoiore. 

A  Steamer  starts  every  morning  at 
6  or  7  ft-om  Magadino  (p.  250),  and 
keeping  near  the  W.  shore,  calls  off 
Locarno,  Canobio,  Canaro,  Intra,  Pa- 
lanza,  Stresa  (near  the  Borromean 
Islands,  which  it  reaches  about  9^), 
Belgirate,  Arona,  and  Sesto,  for  pas- 
sengers both  goin^  and  returning.  It 
calls  only  at  Luino  and  Sesto  Ca- 
lende  on  the  Austrian  side  of  the 
lake.  It  leaves  Sesto  Calende  on  the 
return  voyage  at  1,  and  reaches  Stresa 
about  2.  It  returns  to  Magadino 
about  7.  It  takes  carriages,  but  the 
only  places  at  whicb  they  can  be  em- 
barked or  disembf^rked  are  Magadino, 
Locarno,  Arona,  and  Sesto  Calende. 
Fares,  1st  class,  6  fr.  20  c;  2nd,  3  fr. 
80  c;  caleche,  24  fr.,  including  em- 
barking and  disembarking,  which  is 
tedious. 

Travellers  from  the  N*  or  E.  side  of 
the  lake,  bound  for  the  Simplon, 
should  disembark  their  carriages  at 
Arona,  and  so  escape  tfte  Austrian 
Custom-house. 

Eow-boats  may  be  hired  at  any  of 
the  ports  on  the  lake.  N.B.  Bargain 
beforehand  with  the  boatmen,  for  they 
are  very  extortionate. 

The  Logo  Maggiorey  the  Lacus  Ver- 
banus  of  the  Romans  (Germ.  Langen 
See,  or  Lager  See),  is  about  52  m.  (47 
Italian  =  12  German  m.)  long,  and 
about  9  m.  wide  at  its  greatest  breadth. 
Only  a  small  portion,  at  its  N.  ex- 
tremity, whieh  is  often  called  Lago 
di  Locarno,  belongs  to  Switzerland. 
About  7  m«  S,  of  Xiocarno,  the  Aus- 


trian frontier  occupies  the  £.  shore, 
and  the  Sardinian  the  W.  The  navi- 
gation of  the  lake  is  free  to  the  three 
states  which  form  its  margin;  but  the 
Austrians  have  established  a  sort  of 
lake  police  upon  its  whole  extent. 
The  3  chief  rivers  by  which  it  is  fed 
are  the  Ticino,  flowmg  from  the  St. 
Gothard;  the  Tresa,  which  drains  the 
Lago  Lugano;  and  the  Toccia,  or 
Tosa,  descending  from  the  Val  For- 
mazza,  by  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  sce- 
nery of  its  upper  end  is  bold  and 
mountainous,  and  at  the  same  time 
diversified  by  a  constant  succession  of 
striking  and  beautiful  features;  so  is 
the  bay  of  Baveno  (to  call  by  that 
name  the  W.  arm,  containing  the  Bor- 
romean Islands,  and  overhung  by  the 
snowy  peaks  of  the  Alps);  but,  to- 
wards the  S.  and  £,,  its  shores  are 
less  loftv,  subsiding  gradually  into  the 
Plain  of  Lombardy. 

The  principal  places  on  the  W. 
shore  are  Ascona,  surmounted  by  a 
castle;  Brissago,  a  charming  spot, 
conspicuous  with  its  white  houses,  and 
avenue  of  cypress,  leading  to  the 
church.  Its  inhabitants  are  wealthy 
and  industrious.  Terrace  rises  above 
terrace  against  the  hiU  side;  and 
the  vine,  fig,  olive,  pomegranate,  and 
myrtle  floi^rish  in  the  open  air.  Be- 
yond this,  the  Swiss  territory  ends. 
Canobbio,  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Piedmontese  valley  Canobina, 
contains  a  church  designed  by  Bra- 
mante.  The  two  islands  off  Canero 
were,  in  the  15th  century,  the  resort 
of  5  robber-brothers,  named  Maz- 
zarda,  who  committed  depredations  all 
along  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Intra 
is  a  very  industrious  small  town,  with 
several  manufactories.  A  road  has 
been  made  as  far  as  Intra  along  this 
shore  of  the  lake  by  the  Sardinian 
government,  to  connect  Baveno,  on 
the  Simplon,  Tvith  Bellinzona  and  the 
St.  Gothard. 

The  places  on  the  £.  side  of  the 
Lago  Maggiore  are  St  Abbondio 
(Swiss);  Macagno  (Austrian);  Luino, 
(where  the  painters,  Bern,  and  John 
Luini,  were  born),  whence  a  good 
road  runs  by  Ponte  Tresa  to  Lugano 
(Rte.  93);  Porto  and  Laveno,  nearly 
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opposite  Intra,  whence  a  carriage- 
road  runs  to  Varese  and  the  Sacro 
Monte.  Laveno  (Inn:  J\  Moro,  very 
fair,  and  fine  view  from  it);  boat  to 
Isola  Bella  3  zwanzigers  per  oar; 
carriage  to  Varese  12  or  13  n*.  Same 
to  Como.  Exquisite  views  of  Monte 
Bosa,  between  Como  and  Laveno. 

The  Austrians  have  placed  war 
steamers  on  this  lake. 

The  Borromean  Islands  and  the  S. 
extremity  of  the  lake  are  described  in 
Bte.  59. 


ROUTE  92. 

BELLINZONA  TO  LUQA.NO  AND  COMO  BY 
THE  MONTE  CENERE. 

To  Lugano,  6^  Swiss  leagues  *=  16 
Italian  m.  =  19^  Eng.  m.  Although 
the  distance  is  so  small,  it  will  occupy 
between  4  and  5  hrs. 

To  Como,  5  posts  =  33^  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lugano. 

This  road  turns  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  Tessin  at  Cadenazzo  (p.  250), 
about  4  m.  below  Bellinzona,  and  be- 
gins to  ascend  the  Monte  Cenere,  a 
steep  ridge  surmounted  by  means  of 
numerous  zigzags.  The  top  cannot 
be  reached  in  less  than  2  hrs.  from 
Bellinzola(Renfort  to  Caserma,  charge 
4  fr.)  Even  a  light  carriage  must 
take  4  post-horses  to  ascend.  This 
part  of  the  road  was  formerly  infested 
by  robbers,  and,  not  long  ago,  the 
night  diligence,  in  crossing  it,  was 
accompanied  by  an  armed  escort;  but, 
since  a  guardhouse  of  carabineers  has 
been  established  on  the  summit,  there 
appears  to  be  no  longer  danger.  From 
the  sunmiit  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
over  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Lago 
Maggiore ;  but  a  far  more  interest- 
ing prospect  opens  out  on  the  oppo- 
site descent  towards  Lugano.  In  m)nt 
expands  its  beautiful  lake,  backed 
by  mountains ;  and,  on  the  rt.,  the 
Monte  Salvadore,  with  the  church  on 
its  conical  summit,  becomes  conspi- 
cuous. At  Rivera,  the  road  falls  in 
with  the  river  Agno,  which  rises 
about  12  m.  to  the  E.,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Monte  Camoghd,  and  follows  it 
through  Bironico  to  Morone,  where  it 


tum»  to  the  L,  and  again  ascends  a 
slight  eminence — at  whose  foot  lies 

6i  Lugano  (Germ.  Lauis)  —  Inns: 
H.duLac,in  the  old  town-hall  (Poste), 
facings th6  lake ;— Corona,  civil  people; 
— ^Albereo  Suizzero:  —  both  greatly 
improved  since  the  1st  edition  of  this 
Handbook  appeared,  still  not  first 
rate.    Vin  d'Asti  is  good  here. 

Lugano,  one  of  the  3  chief  towns  of 
the  canton  Tessin,  and  the  largest, 
most  thriving  in  trade,  and  most  ex- 
tending in  population,  contains  4500 
Inhab.,  and  is  charmingly  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  Lago  Lugano.  It 
deserves  to  be  visited,  were  it  only  on 
account  of  the  beauty  of  its  site,  and 
to  explore  the  scenery  of  its  lake. 
The  hills  and  mountains  around 
abound  in  aU  the  productions  of  the 
luxuriant  vegetation  of  Italy ;  and  nu- 
merous villas  are  scattered  along  its 
slopes  and  margin,  embowered  among 
vineyards  and  gardens,  and  backed  by 
the  dark  foliage  of  the  umbrageous 
walnut.  The  town  contains  3  monas- 
teries and  3  nunneries.  The  principal 
Church,  or  Cathedral  of  San  Lorenzo,  is 
planted  on  an  eminence,  commanding 
a  fine  view.  The  portal  is  richly 
adorned  with  sculpture,  and  the  fayade 
is  said  to  be  from  a  design  of  Bra- 
mante,  A  small  chapel,  attached  to 
the  sequestrated  convent  of  S.  Fran- 
cisco, built  by  Bramante,  has  been 
pulled  down.  Near  the  cathedral  is  a 
curious  bone-house. 

The  church  of  Santa  Maria  degli 
Jngeli,  founded  in  1499,  contains  a 
remarkable  painting  in  fresco  by  Ber- 
nardino Luini;  a  Crucifixion  over  the 
entrance  to  the  choir,  flanked  by 
figures,  life-size,  of  St.  Sebastian  and 
another  saint:  observe  the  angel  ex- 
tracting the  souls  from  the  mouth  of 
the  two  thieves  I  A  Last  Supper,  in 
the  refectory  of  the  convent,  is  of  in- 
ferior merit.  (The  convent  itself  has 
been  turned  into  a  barrack.)  A  Ma- 
donna, of  first-rate  excellence,  has 
been  removed  to  the  villa  of  Signor 
Ciani. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  previous 
to  the  year  1200  ;  the  former  Bishop's 
Palace  in  1346.  There  is  a  Theatre 
here  of  recent  construction. 
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There  are  considerable  factories  for 
throwing  silk  erown  in  canton  Tessin; 
and  Lugano  uirther  derives  activity 
and  prosperity:  rom  being  the  entre- 
pdt  of  goods  shipped  across  the  lake 
from  Italy,  to  be  transported  over  the 
Alps,  and  vice  versd,  A  large  fair  is 
held  here  on  the  9th  October.  No 
less  than  three  newspapers  are  pub- 
lished here,  chiefly  advocating  very 
democratic  principles,  and  not  un&e- 
quendy  attacking  the  neighbouring 
monarchical  governments  of  Austria 
and  Sardinia.  There  are  several 
printing  establishments,  which  send 
forth  cheap  editions  of  works  pro- 
hibited in  Italy. 

Environs,  —  Monte  Caprino.  —  The 
mountain  opposite  Lugano  is  pene- 
trated by  natural  grottoes,  which  have 
been  converted  into  cellars,  called 
Cantine.  Numerous  small  houses  are 
built  over  them  ;  so  that  at  a  distance 
they  have  the  appearance  of  a  village. 
Hiese  are  much  resorted  to  in  siunmer 
by  the  townspeople  on  account  of 
their  coolness. 

A  further  inducement  to  visit  this 
spot  is  the  exquisite  view  that  it 
oommands. 

"  The  view  from  the  top  of  Monte 
Sahadore  is  of  no  common  beauty 
and  extent.  This  mountain  forms  a 
promontory,  washed  on  two  sides  by 
the  Lake  of  Lugano.  The  view  ex- 
tends over  numerous  other  lakes,  and 
is  bounded  by  the  snowy  chain  of  the 
Alps.  Monte  Bosa  is  seen  in  all  its 
grandeur  from  hence ;  and,  according 
to  some,  the  white  needles  of  the  Dom 
of  Milan  are  visible  when  the  atmos- 
phere is  very  clear.  Keller  has  en- 
graved the  panorama  from  this  moun- 
tain. On  uie  summit  is  a  little  pil- 
grimage chapeL  It  takes  4  hrs.  to  go 
and  return  on  foot ;  rather  more  on 
horseback.  The  horses  or  mules  to 
be  hired  at  Lugano  are  very  inferior 
to  those  of  the  Bigi  and  Oberland, 
and  accidents  sometimes  occur  with 
them.  The  charge  for  a  horse  and 
man  to  lead  it  is  5  fr.,  and  2  zwan- 
zigers  drink-monev  (manciaj.  There 
is  a  house  on  the  summit,  but  it 
yields  no  other  refreshment  than 
water."— C.  D. 


**  Monte  Salvadore  stands  amid  the 
intricacies  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 
and  is,  from  a  hundred  points  of  view, 
its  principal  ornament —rising  to  a 
height  of  2000  ft.,  and,  on  one  side, 
nearly  perpendicular.  The  ascent  is 
toilsome,  but  the  traveller  who  per- 
forms it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
dazzling  waters,  seclusion  and  con- 
finement of  view  contrasted  with  sea- 
like extent  of  plain,  fading  into  the 
sky — and  this  again,  in  an  opposite 
quarter,  with  an  horizon  of  the  lof- 
tiest and  boldest  Alps — ^unite  in  com- 
posing a  prospect  more  diversified  by 
magnificence,  beauty,  and  sublimity 
than  perhaps  any  other  point  in  Eu- 
rope, of  so  inconsiderable  an  elevation, 
commands." —  Wordatcorth, 

Lugano  is  distant  about  24  m.  from 
Como  (4  hrs.  posting)  and  12  from 
Yarese  :  the  Lago  m  Como,  on  the 
E.,  may  be  reacheid  in  3  hrs.  (Bte.  93), 
and  the  Lago  Maggiore  in  less.  A 
good  carriage-road  runs  to  Luino,  on 
itsE.  shore,  described  together  with 
l^e  Lago  Lugano  in  Bte.  93. 

A  Steamer  on  the  lake,  1851,  plies 
from  Lugano  to  Capo  di  Lago. 

The  road  to  Como  runs  by  the 
water-side,  under  the  Monte  Salva- 
dore. The  limestone  rocks,  compos- 
ing its  base,  exhibit  a  singular  phe- 
nomenon, highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist  About  10  minutes*  walk 
beyond  the  chapel  of  San  Martino,  a 
compact  smoke -grey  limestone  ap- 
pears by  the  road-side,  in  beds  about 
a  foot  thick.  "  The  further  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  find  the  beds  of 
limestone  traversed  by  small  veins, 
lined  with  rhombs  of  dolomite.  As 
we  advance,  the  rock  appears  divided 
by  fissures,  the  stratification  ceases  to 
be  distinct,  and,  where  l^e  face  of  the 
mountain  becomes  perpendicular,  it  is 
found  to  be  formed  entirely  of  dolo- 
mite, which  becomes  ^^radually  purer 
and  more  white,  until  a  little  way 
from  Melide,  where  it  is  succeeded  by 
a  dark  augite  porphyry."  The  cele- 
brated geologist  Yon  Buch  considers 
that  the  gas  discharged  from  this 
latter  igneous  rock,  at  the  time  when 
the  mountain  was  upheaved  by  vol- 
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canic  forces  from  below,  has  pene- 
trated the  fissures  of  the  limestone, 
and  changed  the  part  of  it  nearest  to 
the  porphyry  into  dolomite.  The 
change  in  colour  and  substance,  from 
flpgrey  limestone  into  a  white  crystal- 
line marble,  like  loaf-sugar,  ma^  be 
easily  traced  in  its  gradual  transition 
by  the  road-side. 

At  Melide,  a  promontory  projects 
into  the  lake,  from  the  point  of  which 
a  stone  pier,  faced  with  granite,  has 
been  thrown  into  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  and  connected  with  either  shore 
by  stone  bridges — thus  replacing  an 
inconvenient  ferry,  to  Bissone.  It  has 
cost  more  than  a  million  francs.  Me- 
lide is  the  birthplace  of  Fontana,  the 
architect,  who,  in  1586,  transported 
the  Egyptian  obelisk  from  the  Coli- 
seum at  Rome,  and  erected  it  on  the 
square  in  front  of  the  Vatican. 

After  a  delightful  ride  along  tlie 
shore  of  the  lake,  the  road  quits  it  at 
Capolago,  where  are  2  printing-offices, 
chiedy  of  prohibited  books,  and  soon 
reaches 

Mendrisio,  which,  though  a 
[  town  of  1700  Inhab.,  contains  3 
convents  and  a  tolerable  Inn,  It  is 
supposed  to  be  the  cradle  of  the  once- 
powerful  Milanese  family  Delle  Torre, 
or  Torriani.  The  famous  tower,  from 
which  they  derived  their  name,  was 
destroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  14th 
centurjr. 

The  inhabitants  keep  their  wine  in 
caves  in  the  mountains,  which  form 
capital  cellars.  The  Austrian  cus- 
tom-house and  police-office  is  reached 
a  little  beyond  Chiasso,  and  within  2 
miles  of 

2|CoMo.i'  In  Handbook  FOB  North 
Italy.  BaUway  3  times  a  day  to 
Milan. 

1^  Barlasina.t 

li  Milan.  (Bairr's  Inn  is  capital — 
1831.  F.  L.)  See  Handbook  for  N. 
Italy. 


*  3  Posts  of  canton  Tessin. 
f  Austrian  poets. 


ROUTE  93. 
Lun^o  on   the   lago   maggiobe,  to 

menaggio  on  the  lago  di  como, 

across  the  lago  lugano. 

Luino,  a  small  village,  on  the  £. 
shore  of  the  Lago  M^giore,  the 
birthplace  of  the  painter  Bernardino, 
named  after  it  Xuint,  has  a  tolerable 
inn ;  but  a  bargain  should  be  made 
beforehand.  A  caliche  with  2  horses 
to  Lugano  costs  15  frs.  A  good  car- 
riage-road leads  hence  to  Lueano,  a 
drive  of  3  or  4  hrs.,  ascending  cQrectly 
from  the  margin  of  the  lake,  the  steep 
heights  behind  Luino,  which  com- 
mand a  fine  prospect.  It  then  follows 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tresa,  upwards,  at 
a  considerable  height  above  that  river, 
through  a  beautiful  valley,  crossing 
the  Swiss  frontier  about  3  miles  from 
Luino,  and  9  from  Lugano. 

Ponte  Tresa,  a  vilEige  of  365  In- 
habitants, is  named  from  an  old 
wooden  bridge  which  leads  across  the 
river  into  Lombardy.  At  the  further 
end  stands  the  Austrian  toll  and  cus- 
tom-house ;  and,  on  this  side,  a  Swiss 
toll  is  exacted.  A  great  proportion 
of  the  cattle  with  which  Lombardy  is 
supplied  by  Switzerland,  pass  over  it. 
The  viUage  is  prettUy  situated  on  a 
bay  of  the  Lago  Lugano,  so  com- 
pletely land-locked  as  to  seem  a  dis- 
tinct lake. 

Another  of  the  winding  reaches  of 
the  lake  stretches  N.  about  half  a  mile 
on  the  £.  of  our  road,  as  far  as 

Agno,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
placed  at  the  spot  where  the  Agno, 
or  Bedagio,  empties  itself  into  the 
lake. 

One  of  the  prettiest  scenes  on  this 
very  picturesque  road  is  that  pre- 
sentea  by  the  small  lake  of  Muzzano, 
which  lies  on  the  rt.  of  the  road  to 

Lugano  (see  p.  253). 

The  Lago  Lugano  (called  also  Ce- 
riew)  is  exceedingly  irregular  in 
shape,  making  several  very  acute 
bends,  so  that  the  conspicuous  moun- 
tain Salvadore  stands  on  a  promon- 
tory, washed  on  two  sides  by  its 
waters  :  its  greatest  length  is  about 
20  miles.    Its  E.  and  W.,  and  one  of 
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its  S.  arms,  terminate  in  the  Austrian 
territory,  and  travellers  must  have  an 
Austrian  visa  on  their  passports  to 
enable  them  to  land  there. 

The  scenery  of  this  lake  is  exceed- 
ingly beautiful,  and  has  a  character 
distmct  from  Uiat  of  its  two  neigh- 
bours, Como  and  Maggiore,  in  being 
more  gloomy,  rugged,  and  unculti- 
vated. It  at  the  same  time  presents 
great  variety  ;  near  Lugano  its  shores 
are  as  smiling,  as  frequently  speckled 
with  white  viSas  and  churches,  and  as 
richly  fringed  with  vines,  fig-trees, 
and  walnut-groves,  as  the  more  gar- 
den-like borders  of  the  Lago  di  Como  ; 
but,  in  penetrating  its  E.  bay  from 
Lugano  to  Porlezza,  the  mountains 
gradually  assume  a  more  wUd  and 
precipitous  outline,  and  the  darker 
tints  of  the  rock  and  oak  copse  fur- 
nish the  predominating  colour. 

A  Steamer  has  commenced  plying 
on  the  Lago  Lugano  to  Capo  de  Lago 
and  to  Porlezza,  1850. 

Bow-boats  for  passengers  and  car- 
riages mav  be  hired  at  Lugano  for 
Porlezza;  it  takes  3  hrs.  to  row  thither, 
and  the  charge  for  a  boat  with  2  rowers 
is  6  fr.,  or  3  fr.  an  oar.  There  is  no 
road  along  this  part  of  the  lake. 

Porlezza  lies  within  the  Lombard 
frontier,  and  is  the  station  of  the 
Austrian  police  and  doganiers.  Chars 
may  be  hired  here  to  go  to  Menaggio. 
The  road  is  excellent  :  it  traverses  a 
yery  pretty  valley,  passing  on  the  rt. 
the  little  lakes  of  Piano  and  Bene. 
It  is  a  walk  of  about  2  hrs.  to  reach 

Menaggio,  an  unimportant  village 
on  the  W.  shore  of  the  Lago  di  Como. 
A  caldche  hence  to  Porlezza  costs 
5  fr.  to  7  fi*.  Instead  of  stopping 
here  the  traveller  had  better  either 
proceed  a  little  way  down  the  lake 
to  Cadenabbia,  or  cross  it  to  the  pro- 
montory of  Bellaggio,  or  to  the  oppo- 
site shore  arTaitenftH,  at  all  which 
places  there  are  good  inns.  Near 
Tremezzo,  a  little  way  beyond  Ca- 
denabbia, is  the  Villa  Carlotta,  for- 
merly Sommarica  (belonging  to  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  of  Prussia),  among  ter- 
races bordered  with  myrtle  hedges 
20  ft.  high,  and  perfumed  with  citron 
groves.  This  palace  contains  the  Pala- 


medes  of  Canova,  and,  above  all,  Thor* 
waldsen*8  grand  bas-relief,  the  triumph 
of  Alexander,  executed  for  Napoleon 
when  Emperor,  and  designed  by  him  to 
decorate  the  Simplon  arch  at  Milan. 

BeUaggio — a  good  Inn,  Chez  Ge« 
nazzini,  board  and  lodging  (by  agree- 
ment) 6  fr.  a-day.  ft  is  far  from  first 
rate,  yet  the  charges  are  high.  Bei- 
laggiojs  a  delightful  spot,  commsEd^ 
1%  perhaps  the  most  splendid  views 
to  be  met  with  on  any  of  the  Italian 
lakes.  The  prospect  is  double,  ex- 
tending upwards,  as  well  as  down 
towards  Como  and  Lecco.  The  best 
points  for  enjoying  it  are  the  terraces 
and  delightfril  gardens  of  the  Villa 
Serbelloni  above  the  village. 

The  Villa  Melzi,  another  palace  in 
this  neighbourhood,  is  a  charming 
mansion,  elegantly  fitted  up,  chiefly 
visited  on  account  of  its  beautiful 
flower-garden. 

Varenna  (Tnns:  Albergo  Keale, 
good  but  dear;  Nuovo  Albergo  Reale 
—  Marcionnis)  may  be  visited  on 
account  of  the  remarkable  galleries 
near  it  excavated  in  the  solid  rock,  to 
allow  that  magnificent  work  of  art, 
the  Boad  to  the  Stelvio  Pass,  to  traverse 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake.  "Pleasant 
walks  up  the  mountain  behind,  to  the 
Castle,  to  Perleda,  and  along  the  brow 
of  the  hill  to  the  Cascade  Fiume  de 
Latte — ^unrivalled  view." — H.  H.  M. 

The  Comasques  emigrate  all  over 
Europe  as  venders  of  plaster  of  Paris 
figures,  barometers,  and  looking- 
glasses. 

Steamboats  start  twice  a  day,  at  8^ 
and  2,  from  Como,  and  run  to  Domaso 
and  back  in  7  hrs.,  touching  at  all  the 
principal  places  on  the  lake.  The 
fare  is  5  fr.  22  c.  They  take  car- 
riages and  land  them  at  Varenna  or 
Colico,  a  post  station  on  the  road 
leading  to  Stelvio  (Handbook  for  S. 
Germany)  and  Spliigen,  where  a  pier 
has  been  erected  for  the  purpose. 

"  The  fare  to  Colico  is  4  lire,  and 
for  a  4-wheeled  carriage  20  lire  ;  and 
to  Bellaggio  2^  lire  for  the  first 
place." — L.  S.  Railway  from  Milan  to 
Como  :  trains  in  If  hour. 

They  who  wish  to  explore  the 
beauties  of  the  lake  at  their  leisure 
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had  better  take  a  row-boat,  but  the 
charges  are  higher. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.  W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como  ;  the  shores 
are  literally  speckled  with  Tillages 
and  with  white  yillas,  the  summer 
resort  of  the  Milanese  nobility,  dur- 
ing the  season  of  the  Y illeggiatura. 

Como. — Inns:  Angelo,  good;  Italia. 
Good  quarters  are  to  be  had  at  Ca- 
denabbia,  Yarenna,  and  Bellaggio,  all 
on  the  lake  (See  Handbook  for  N. 
Italy).  The  places  most  worthy 
mention  are — 

Leaving  Como, — on  the  1.,  Borgo 
Vico,  where  are  the  villas  Salazar, 
Frank,  and  Yisconti,  and  a  little 
further  is  Ulmo^  belonging  to  Marquis 
Baimondi ;  rt.  is  Geno,  Marquis  Cor- 
naggia.  A  mile  further  L  is  the 
Yilla  of  Count  Cicogna  ;  and  adjoin- 
ing is  Villa  d^Este  (Baron  Cianni), 
once  the  residence  of  the  late  Queen 
Caroline,  while  Princess  of  Wales. 
A  little  further  is  Pizzo,  belonging 
to  Archduke  Ranieri,  Yiceroy  of  Jjom- 
bardy  ;  rt.  is  Blevio,  with  the  YiUas 
Mylius,  Artaria,  and  Taglioni,  the  cele- 
brated dancer  ;  and  a  little  further 
on  the  same  side  is  Belvedere,  belong- 
to  Mr.  Ridgway.     Half  a  mUe 
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further  are  the  Yillas  of  Madame 
Pasta,  the  celebrated  singer,  and  Count 
Tavema  ;  near  to  this  is  erected  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Captain 
Locke,  who  was  drowned  here  in  1833, 
but  his  body  has  never  been  found. 

1.  At  the  picturesque  village  of 
Tomo  is  Montrasio  (Count  Passa- 
laqua)  ;  and  a  mile  beyond  is  Orio, 
whence  is  seen  at  the  bottom  of  the 
retired  bay  la  PHniana,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Prince  Belgiojoso,  a  square 
building,  so  called,  not  because  Pliny 
lived  here,  but  because  an  inter- 
mittent spring,  rising  behind  it,  is 
asserted  to  be  the  one  minutely  de- 
scribed by  him.  The  Yilla  Lenno 
is  supposed  to  stand  on  the  site  of 
Pliny  8  Villa,  which,  from  its  sombre 
situation,  he  called  Tragedia ;  an  opi- 


nion confirmed  by  the  discovery  of 
broken  columns,  &c.,  in  the  lake. 

The  Lake  of  Como,  called  by  the 
ancients  Laciis  Larius  (te  Lari  Max- 
ume  ! —  Virg.'),  is  about  40  miles  long, 
from  N.  to  S.  Its  Sf  extremity  is 
divided  into  two  branches  by  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio  ;  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  these  bays  lies  Como 
(Comum),  the  birthplace  of  Pliny 
and  Yolta  ;  and,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  other,  on  the  E.,  Lecco.  The 
chief  feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda, 
which  enters  it  at  the  N.,  and  flows 
out  at  Lecco.  The  bay  of  Como  has 
no  outlet,  so  that  its  waters  must 
also  find  their  way  out  by  the  Adda. 
Taken  altogether,  it  perhaps  sur- 
passes in  beauty  of  scenery,  and  in 
the  richness  of  its  almost  tropical 
vegetation,  every  other  lake  in  Italy. 
It  enjoys  a  classical  reputation,  as 
the  residence  of  the  two  Plinys,  and 
the  scene  of  the  scientific  researches 
of  the  elder  Pliny,  the  naturalist. 
Claudian  describes  the  voyage  up  the 
lake  in  the  following  elegant  lines  : — 

"  Protinos  umbrosa  qu&  vestit  littns  olivfi 
Larius,  et  dulci  mentitur  Nerea  fluctu, 
l^arva  pappe  lacum  prntervolat,  ocius  inde 
Scandit  inacceasos  brumali  sidere  montes." 

Here  follows  the  elegant  description 
of  the  author  of  Philip  van  Arte- 
velde  ; — 

"  Sublime,  but  neither  bleak  nor  bare. 
Nor  misty  are  the  mountains  there, 
Softly  sublime  -  profiiselv  ftdr. 
Up  to  their  summits  clothed  in  green. 
And  fruitful  as  the  vales  between. 
They  liffhtly  rise. 
And  scale  the  skies. 
And  groves  and  gardens  still  abound  ; 
For  where  no  shoot 
-  Could  eUe  take  root 
The  peaks  are  shelved,  and  terraced  round  ; 
Earthward  appear  in  mingled  growth 

The  mulberry  and  maize,  above 
The  trellis'd  vine  extends  to  both 

The  leafy  shade  they  love, 
Looks  out  the  white-wall'd  cottage  here. 
The  lowly  chapel  rises  near. 
Far  down  the  foot  must  roam  to  reach 
The  lovely  lake  and  bending  beach ; 
"While  chesnut  green  and  olive  gray 
Chequer  the  steep  and  winding  way.** 
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SECTION  11. 

THE  ALPS  OF  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY. 


PRELIMINARY  INFORMATION. 

OONTENTS. 

1.  Piedmontese  and  Savoyard  Alps, — 2.  Inns. — 3.  Hoods, — 4.  Mules  and  Guides, — 
5.  Posting, — 6.  Custom  Houses, — 7,  Malaria,  —  8.  Wine;  Bread, — 9.  Money; 
Distances, — 10.  Maps, 
§  1.  As  the  traveUer  in  Switzerland  who  has  fully  enjoyed  the  scenery  of  the 
Alps,  and  inhaled  fresh  spirit  with  the  mountain  air,  must  desire  information 
upon  such  routes  as  are  often  or  occasionally  visited  across  the  great  chain  of 
the  Alps  south  of  the  Simplon,  and  which  would  lie  within  his  sunmier's  ex- 
cursion— the  following  information  upon  such  passes  as  debouche  into  the 
course  of  the  route  of  the  Simplon,  furnished  by  a  traveller  who  has  himself 
examined  all  upon  which  he  has  written,  will  be  found  useful  to  those  who 
are  disposed,  not  only  to  examine  the  lateral  valleys  which  fall  into  that 
Route,  but  such  other  Alpine  passes  and  retreats  as  the  traverses  of  the  great 
chain  present,  from  Savoy  and  France  into  Piedmont. 

Piedmont  has  on  its  N.W.  and  S.W.  sides  a  clearly-defined  frontier  in  the 
ridge  of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps.  From  the  valley  of  the  Toccia,  which 
lies  within  its  frontier,  to  the  Col  de  Ferret,  near  Mont  Blanc,  the  Pennine 
Alps  divide  it  from  Switzerland;  from  the  Col  de  Ferret  to  Mont  Tabor,  the 
Graian  Alps  separate  Piedmont  from  Savoy;  from  Mont  Tabor  to  the  Col 
d'Argenti^re,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Stura,  the  Cottian  Alps  separate 
it  from  France;  and  from  the  ArgentiSre  to  the  source  of  the  Tanaro  in  the 
Monte  Cassino,  the  Maritime  Alps  divide  Southern  Piedmont  from  the  county 
of  Nice.  East  of  the  Monte  Cassino  the  great  Alpine  chain  passes  insensibly 
into  the  Apennines. 

The  Southern  or  Maritime  Alps,  the  eastern  boundary — the  frontier  of  the 
Milanese  and  the  States  of  Parma*— are  not  within  the  object  of  this  section, 
which  is  to  furnish  to  travellers  useful  information  for  excursions  in  the  Alps 
of  Piedmont. 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  strikii^  difiPerence  in  their  appearance 
from  that  presented  in  the  approaches  fr^m  Switzerland,  Savoy,  or  France. 
From  these  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges,  and  the  long  valleys,  pre- 
clude any  great  extent  of  the  chain  from  being  seen  at  the  same  time;  but 
from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  even  as  near  as  Turin — not  30  miles  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  nearest  point  in  the  crest  of  the  chain — a  range  of  the  central 
peaks  and  passes,  extending  through  200  miles,  is  clearly  seen. 

A  day's  journey  is  sufficient,  from  almost  every  accessible  part  of  the  crest 
of  the  Alps,  for  a  descent  into  the  plains  of  Piedmont;  whilst  on  the  W.  side 
of  the  chain,  two  or  three  days  of  approach  from  the  plains,  in  deep  valleys 
amidst  the  mountains,  are  requisite  fbr  its  attainment  All  the  Italian  Alpine 
valleys,  with  their  umbrageous  chestnuts,  trellised  vines,  campaniles,  mills, 
*  Se«  Hahbbook  fob  Nosth  Italt. 
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and  fresco-painted  oratories,  on  commanding  knolls,  are  full  of  pictures,  and. 
differ  entirely  from  the  Swiss  valleys,  which  are  simpler  and- more  sublime. 
Piedmont  only  requires  to  be  more  known  to  turn  the  current  of  ramblers, 
and  induce  them  to  spend  a  part  at  least  of  their  time  and  money  among  its 
romantic  valleys  and  passes. 

Few  travellers  repair  to  Switzerland  without  the  ulterior  object  of  a  visit 
to  Chamouni  and  Mont  Blanc;  it  is  the  crowning  point  of  their  journey,  and 
deservedly  so.  Those  whp  have  time  and  strength  should  not  rest  satisfied  with 
seeing  Mont  Blanc  from  Chamouni,  but  should  make  the  tour  of  that  mountain, 
remembering  that  his  aspect  from  Cormayeur,  on  the  S.  side,  is  even  grander 
than  from  the  N.  The  traveller  in  Piedmont  should  especially  direct  his 
attention  to  the  Val  d^Aosta  and  the  valleys  around  the  bases  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  and  Mont  Cervin,  which  unfold  some  of  the  sublimest  scenes  in  nature. 
The  Valleys  of  Zermatt  (Swiss)  and  ofAnzasca  are  especially  unrivalled  for  beauty 
and  grandeur.  The  valleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia,  and  Toumanche,  at  the  S.  side 
of  Monte  Kosa,  are  also  remarkable  as  being  inhabited,  at  their  heads,  by  an 
interesting  race  of  German  origin  and  language.  The  Lago  d'Orta  is  a  lovely- 
spot,  and  no  one  within  reach  of  it  should  omit  to  visit  that  most  extraordi- 
nary as  well  as  picturesque  place  Varallo. 

N.B.  "In  the  Piedmontese  valleys  the  N.W.  and  N.N.W,  winds  bring  fine 
weather." — Forbes. 

§  2,  Inns. — The  Inns  on  the  frontier  of  Italy— excepting  those  on  the  great 
highways  and  cities  frequented  by  the  English — are  vastly  inferior  in  accom- 
modation, and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to  those  of  Switzerland  and  Germany. 
Men  may  tolerate  the  inconveniences,  but  they  -will  be  more  seriously  felt  by 
ladies,  who  must  be  prepared  at  times  to  "  rough  it"  after  crossing  the  Italian 
border.  The  want  of  female  attendance,  the  dirty  floor  seldom  or  never 
washed,  scanty  service,  no  bells,  may  be  generally  expected. 

N.B. — In  all  Italian  inns  it  is  prudent — nay,  necessary — to  bargain  before 
you  enter  your  rooms,  what  you  are  to  pay  for  them.  "  My  general  prac- 
tice, after  having  seen  the  best  rooms  the  landlord  has  to  oifer,  is,  to  say 
my  price  is  1^  fr.  per  bed,  and  I  dine  at  3  frs.  per  head.  This  is  invariably 
acquiesced  in,  although  sometimes  after  some  considerable  demur,  and  I 
believe  few  people  are  better  served  than  I  am.  I  always  make  a  point  of 
going  into  the  kitchen  myself,  and  of  consulting  the  chef  as  to  the  important 
matter  of  dinner,  which  usually  secures  the  best  things  the  larder  contains." — P. 

When  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  receives  the  hospitality  of  the  cures  of  re- 
tired villages,  where  there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  to  leave  with  the  house- 
keeper, or  for  her,  a  donation,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost 
of  such  accommodation  at  an  inn;  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon  the 
limited  means  of  the  host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thus  insured  to 
future  travellers.    For  supper,  bed,  and  breakfast,  5  or  6  frs.  are  given. 

§  3.  The  Eoads  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the  approaches  to  them  from  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  are  generally  excellent.  Wherever  there  is  intercourse  there  is 
a  good  road  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants :  if  fit  for  Volantins  or  chars, 
these  may  always  be  obtained  at  moderate  charges,  usually  12  francs  a  day. 

§  4.  Mules  may  readily  be  obtained  in  all  mountain  routes  accessible  to 
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them,  at  charges  varying  from  4  to  6  francs  a  day;  and  guides  at  4  or  5  francs 
a  day  may  be  had  in  every  Alpine  village  of  Piedmont. 

Ladies  intending  to  explore  the  Italian  valleys  on  mule-back  ought  to  bring 
their  own  side-saddles,  as  they  will  find  none  there. 

Bigid  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  and  adopting  Guides  on  the 
*  Italian  side  of  the  Alps.  Guides  by  profession  are  rarer  here  than  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  any  idle  person,  however  unqualified,  may  ofiFer  himself  for  the 
sake  of  a  good  day's  wages.  No  one  should  be  accepted  "without  sufficient 
evidence  both  of  good  character  and  experience  from  the  innkeepers,  the  cure, 
or  some  respectable  person  of  his  village.  Certificates  from  former  employers 
should  be  inquired  for.  The  value  of  such  testimony  will  be  appreciated  when 
travellers  are  told  how  in  some  cases,  in  remote  places,  men  will  press  them- 
selves into  your  service  to  conduct  you  over  dangerous  passes  which  they 
have  never  even  seen,  or  of  others  who,  in  the  middle  of  an  intricate  pass, 
where  their  services  are  indispensable,  wiH  become  menacing  and  extortionate, 
and  even  strike  for  higher  wages.  Few  scruple  to  avow  their  acquaintance 
with  places  of  which  they  really  know  nothing;  their  only  use,  then,  to  the 
traveller  is  to  bear  his  luggage,  and  talk  Piedmontese,  a  jargon  which  few 
travellers  are  acquainted  with.  In  Piedmont  French  and .  Italian  are  ofteii 
unknown;  among  those, however,  who  are  accustomed  to  act  as  guides, French 
is  generally  spoken,  especially  in  the  valleys  on  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and 
France.  On  mountain  excursions  a  portantine,  or  chaise  k  porteur,  may  be 
procured  for  ladies. 

If  mules,  horses,  or  a  char  be  taken  across  the  ftrontier,  a  boleta,  or  permis- 
sion to  pass  the  douane,  is  necessary;  here  the  animal  is  registered,  the 
course  of  the  traveller  stated,  and  money  for  the  horse  deposited  as  a  duty 
upon  the  entree,  which  is  repaid  to  the  owner  when  he  leaves  the  place  on  the 
frontier  indicated  in  the  boleta,  as  the  point  by  which  he  is  to  return  to  his 
own  country. 

§  5.  Posting. — The  charges  are  the  same  as  in  France,  1  franc  50  cents,  for  each 
horse  per  post,  and  75  centimes  for  the  postilion  (who  usually  receives  40  sous). 

The  Piedmontese  post  contains  8000  metres,  about  5  English  miles. 

The  postmasters  are  forbidden  to  furnish  horses  except  to  persons  provided 
with  a  bolletone  or  order  issued  by  the  Bureau  des  Postes  to  that  efiPect. 

On  entering  and  quitting  Turin,  ^  a  post  extra  is  charged  over  and  above 
the  actual  distance. 

Diligence  office  at  Turin,  Bonafous  &  Co.,  Contrada  del  Teatro  d'Angennes, 
No.  37.  The  postilion  asks  a  buono  mano  of  the  passengers  at  every  stage; 
the  smallest  coin  will  satisfy  him. 

§  6.  As  there  is  much  smuggling  on  the  frontier  of  France,  the  traveller  is 
often  subjected  to  vexatious  delay,  but  time  will  always  be  gained  by  submit- 
ting to  it.  The  French  can  rarely  be  bribed — the  Piedmontese  more  easily — 
to  facilit*te  the  passage  from  one  country  to  another. 

§  7.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  advise  a  traveller  not  to  sleep  in  the  plains 
if  he  can  reach  the  mountains.  His  own  love  of  that  **  health  in  the  breeze 
and' freshness  in  the  gale,"  which  is  so  exciting  and  invigorating  in  the  moun- 
tains, would  prompt  him  to  seek  for  the  pleasure  of  breathing  it  and  the 
spirits  it  inspires;  but  the  suggestion  is  offered  to  induce  young  travellers  to 
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avoid  sleeping  near  the  rice-grounds  of  Piedmont,  or  near  the  ponds,  where 
in  the  summer  the  Fiedmontese  steep  their  hemp:  these  are  deleterious,  and 
may  produce  fever. 

§  8.  The  tcines  of  Piedmont  are  generally  wholesome,  often  fine,  and  some- 
times of  great  celebrity;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  hut  in  a  village  on  the  moun- 
tains where  grissine — a  fine  sort  of  biscuit  like  long  pipes,  and  made  of  excellent 
flour — cannot  be  obtained.  The  traveller  should  never  fail  to  supply  his 
pockets  with  some  of  this  bread  or  biscuit  broken  into  convenient  lengths; 
this,  with  a  quafiP  from  a  fresh  cold  spring,  having  a  dash  of  Kirschenwasser  in 
it,  will  bear  him,  if  taken  at  his  intervals  of  rest,  through  a  long  day's  journey. 

§  9.  The  money  of  Piedmont  is  the  same  as  that  of  France;  i.  e.  of  the  same 
quality,  denomination,  and  value.  But  in  parts  of  Piedmont  and  the  Italian 
Cantons,  accounts  are  kept  in  Milanese  francs  (Lire),  =  to  16  sous  of  France. 
Those  not  aware  of  this  pay  their  bills  in  French  francs,  which  are  readily 


The  measures  of  distance  are  very  difficult  to  understand.  By  the  mile  of 
Italy,  60  to  a  degree  is  sometimes  meant;  but  more  frequently  the  mile  of 
Piedmont,  40  to  a  degree:  the  difference  is  enough  to  add  a  weary  length  to 
a  day's  journey,  when  the  mile  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  mile  of  England. 
The  French  league  of  25  to  a  degree  is  a  common  measure  by  which  they 
estimate  distances;  but  all  these  are  vag^e  as  applied  to  mountain  Gambles, 
and  it  is  best  to  estimate  distance  by  time.  There  can  be  no  mistake  where 
from  point  to  point  is  stated  as  so  many  hours  distant;  and  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  a  day  or  six  hours  by  one  traveller,  may  be  safely  recom- 
mended as  the  time  required  for  another;  and  as  the  distance  reckoned 
herein  for  time  rather  exceeds  what  is  required  by  a  very  active  walker,  the 
estimate  will  not  deceive. 

§  10.  Maps. — There  are  no  maps  of  the  Alps  upon  which  implicit  confidence 
can  be  placed,  at  least  of  the  country  south  of  Mont  Blanc.  Baymond's 
Sheet  Map,  hitherto  the  best,  is  not  free  from  errors;  but  the  Sardinian 
Government  has  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  upon  an  accurate  survey  of 
its  continental  territories,  to  be  comprised  in  a  map  of  6  sheets:  3  of  these 
have  recently  appeared,  and  contain  the  country  between  the  Simplon  and 
Monte  Bosa,  and  thence  to  the  Po;  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Apen- 
nines from  Nice  to  the  Tuscan  frontier.  Paul  Chaix's  Map  of  Savoy*  is 
tolerably  correct,  for  Savoy  itself;  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Savoy  is  not  to 
be  implicitly  trusted.  Maggi  of  Turin  has  published  the  provinces  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sardinia  separately,  and  they  will  be  found  useful  though  not 
correct  General  Bourcet's  map  of  the  French  Alps  from  Nice  to  Pont  Beau- 
voisin  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  yet  published.  A  most  faithful  reduction  of 
this  map  to  two  small  sheets  may  be  had.  A  *  Dizionario  Geografico,  Storico,' 
&c,  of  the  States  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  is  now  in  the  course  of  publication 
by  Maspero  of  Turin,  A  map  in  six  parts  is  in  preparation  to  accompany  the 
work  on  its  completion;  and  if  its  details  and  its  accuracy  be  commensurate  with 
the  text,  it  will  be  a  valuable  work  for  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  of  Piedmont 

One  of  the  latest  and  best  maps  for  the  valleys  around  Monte  Eosii  is 
gtuder's,    Zfirich,  1849. 

^  *  Publkhad  by  WyU,  Chwing-^OM,  London ;  and  at  Geneva. 
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Pedestrian  Tours  of  Six   Weeks  or  Two  Months,  chiefly  in  the  Alps  of 
Savoy  and  Piedmont, 

**  Carriage  Road.        *  Char  Road.        f  Mule  Road.        §  Footpath. 

All  names  following  the  marks  indicated  are  the  same  as  the  last. 


**  Geneva  to  Salenches,  or  St.  Mar- 
tin. (115.) 

*  Chamouny. 

t  Tete  Noire  to  Trient  (116.) 

Col  de  Balme  to  Chamounj.  (117.) 
§  Breven. 

§  Montanvert,  le  Jardin. 
f  Chamouny  to  Cormajeur,  by  the 
Col    de   Vosa,    Col  de    Bon- 
homme    and    the    Col    de    la 
Seigne.  (118.) 
**  Cormayeur  to  Aosta.  (107.) 

*  St.  Remy.  (108.) 

t  Hospice  of  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard, 
liiddes. 

*  Martigny.       (See     Switzerland, 

Route  59.) 
**  Visp  in  Valais. 
t  Pass  of  the  Mont  Cervin.  (106.) 
Chatillon,  Val  d'Aosta. 
Col  de  Jon.  (104.) 
Brussone. 
Col  de  Ranzola. 
Gressoney. 
Col  de  Val  d'Obbia. 
Riva. 

Varallo,  ValSesia.  (101.) 
Rocco.  (102.) 
Col  de  Colma. 
•Pella— Lake  of  Orta,  boat  to. 


Omegna. 
**  Vogogna.  (59  and  105.) 
t  Macugn^a — Monte  Rosa. 
§  Col  de  JMbro. 

Saas. 
t  Visp,  in  Valais. 
**  Pass  of  the  Simplon.  (59.) 

Arona— Lago  Maggiore. 

Borgomanero.  (101.) 

BieUa.  (103.) 

Ivrea.  (107.) 

Aosta. 
t  Cogne. 

Pont— Val  d'Orca. 

Ceresol. 
§  Col  de  Galdse,    and    return  to 

Chapis. 
t  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nivolet. 

Val  Savaranche. 

Villeneuve — Val  d* Aosta. 

*  St  Didier— Mont  Saxe. 

t  The  Cramont,  the  Belvedere  and 
Pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 
(114.) 

*  Boure  St.  Maurice. 
Moutiers  Tarentaise.  (122.) 

**  L'Hopital  Conflans. 
Ugine. 
Faverges. 
Annecy. 
Geneva.  (53.) 


Six  WeeW  Excursion,    If  extended  to  Two  Months,  start  from 


*  Moutiers  Tarantaise. 
(123.) 
Baths  of  Brida. 
t  Pralorgnan. 
Col  de  Vanoise. 
Lanslebourg.  (127.) 
*♦  Pass  of  the  Mont  Ce- 
nis. 
Susa. 
t  Cesanne.  (131.) 
t  Col  de  Sestri^res. 
•Pragelas-Val  Clu- 
gone. 


Perouse. 
t  Val  Germanasca.  Pro- 
testant valley.  (132.) 

Balsille. 

Col  de  la  Fontaines. 

Pralis. 

Col  Julian. 

Bobbio. 
*  La  Tour. 
t  Val  Angrona. 

Rora. 
**  Lucerne. 

Barge. 


Peysanne.  (133.) 
f  Crussoles. 
§  Pass  of  the    Monte 

Viso. 
f  Abries. 

Combe  de  Queyras. 
*  £mbrun. 
**  Gap. 

Grenoble. 

Chambery. 

Aix. 

Annecy. 

Geneva. 


\ 
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of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as  de- 
votees. The  situation  of  this  town, 
and  the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated 
Sacro  Monte — La  Nwma  Gerusalemme 
nel  Sacro  Monte  di  Varallo,  as  the 
guide-book  calls  this  extraordinary 
place  of  pOgrimage — present  singular 
and  interesting  scenes,  which  no  one 
who  has  the  means  should  neglect  to 
visit. 

Varallo,  from  every  point  of  view, 
is  highly  picturesque,  but  it  is  so  in  a 
striking  degree  when  seen  from  the 
bridge  across  the  Sesia,  which  is  very- 
lofty  and  narrow,  having  3  arches. 
From  the  dry  bed  of  the  river  below 
the  bridge,  the  Sacro  Monte  seen 
through  its  arches,  the  old  houses 
which  overhang  the  torrent,  and  the 
richly  wooded  slopes  of  the  mountains 
which  descend  to  the  Val  Sesia,  form 
a  tableau  that  few  sketchers  fail  to 


ROUTE  101. 

ABONA    ON    THE     LAGO     MAGGIORE     TO 
VARALLO    IN  THE   VAL   SESLi. 

An  excellent  carriage  road  leads  in 
less  than  2  hours  from  Arona  (Route 
69)  to  Borgomanero,  a  large  well-built 
town  in  the  direct  road  to  Vercelli  and 
Turin,  from  Arona.  From  Borgoma- 
nero fno  post-horses)  a  good  carriage 
road  lies  through  the  vulage  of  Goz- 
zano  to  Buocione,  a  village  at  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Orta,  which  may 
be  reached  in  an  hour  from  Borgoma- 
nero. A  new  road  also  has  been  made 
from  Arona  to  Orta,  avoiding  the  de- 
tour by  Borgomanero.  The  scenery 
on  the  road,  especially  the  approach 
to  the  lake  of  Orta  (^Route  102),^here 
this  beautiful  lake  is  seen  backed  by 
Monte  Rosa,  is  scarcely  rivalled  by 
any  lake  and  mountain  scene  from 
one  end  of  the  Alps  to  the  other.  At 
Buccione  boats  may  be  had  to  Omegna 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  distant  9 
m.;  or  the  new  carriage-road  from 
Orta  may  be  followed,  and  thence  to 
Gravellona  in  the  route  of  the  Sim- 
plon,  3  m.  from  the  Lago  Maggiore. 

From  Borgomanero  there  is  an 
excellent  road  to  the  little  town  of 
Romagnano  on  the  Sesia,  where  the 
Inn  is  good.  From  Romagnano  the 
road  up  the  course  of  the  Sesia  is 
singularly  beautiful;  the  mountains 
as  they  are  approached  offer  richly 
wooded  slopes,  and  the  masses  are 
relieved  by  castles,  churches,  and 
oratories.  The  ve^tation  is  most 
luxuriant;  several  villages  are  passed. 

The  principal  place  before  arriving 
at  Varallo  is  Borgo  Sesia;  here  the 
valley  becomes  narrower,  and  the  road 
offers  some  striking  scenes,  though 
the  range  of  view  is  more  limited  in 
the  narrow  parts  of  the  Val  Sesia.  It 
opens  again  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Varallo,  Jwns.-AJbergodTtalia — best, 
tolerable  and  reasonable  (H.  H.  M.); 
dinner  3  fr. ;  bed,  1  fr. ;  breakfast,  1^  fr. 
La  Foste,  fine  view,  but  not  well  kept. 
No  good  inn.  There  is  need  of  many 
inns  to  provide  for  the  bodily  wants 
of  the  spiritual  visitors  to  the  Sacro 
Monte,  who,  especially  on  the  Festas 


possess. 

The  Sacro  Monte  is,  however,  the 
great  object  of  attraction  and  pilgrim- 
age. It  rises  immediately  above  the 
town,  and  is  accessible  by  a  paved 
path,  which  vnnds  up  the  side  of  the 
hill,  and  offers  from  every  turn  the 
most  picturesque  and  beautiful  scenes. 
Just  before  the  summit  is  attained, 
the  -visitor  passes  a  chapel  and  cru- 
cifix, the  ex  voto  of  a  pious  German 
serjeant-major,  as  duly  announced  by 
an  inscription,  which  informs  the 
visitor  that,  in  honour  of  God  and  the 
Virgin  Mary,  John  Pschel  raised  this 
chapeL 

A  troop  of  vagabonds,  always  ready 
to  serve  tne  traveller,  offer  themselves 
as  guides,  to  facilitate  the  visit  to  this 
extraordinary  place,  and  to  point  out 
all  the  chapels  or  oratories  in  the 
order  of  their  numbers. 

This  remarkable  place  has  50  cha- 
pels or  oratories  upon  it,  besides  the 
great  church,  fountains,  &c.  These 
oratories  contain  groups  of  figures 
modelled  in  terra-cotta,  painted  and 
clothed,  placed  and  composed  on  the 
floors.  They  chiefly  represent  some 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  history 
of  Christ,  in  the  order  of  their  occur- 
rence. These  places  are  never  en- 
tered; they  are  merely  frames  or  cases 
for  the  subjects  grouped  within  them. 
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wiiich,  seen  from  2  or  3  peep-holes  in 
fronty  like  those  in  the  raree-shows, 
excite  the  devotion  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  disgust,  except  in  a  few  in- 
stances where  thev  exhibit  skill  as 
works  of  art,  of  tne  merely  curious. 
Externally,  these  oratories  are  rich  in 
the  architectural  display  of  fa9ade8, 
porticos,  domes,  &c. :  the  figures  with- 
in are  the  size  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of  the 
numbers  of  the  chapels. 
1.  The  Eall  of  Man.    Adam  and  Eve 
are  seen  amidst  animals  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  ele- 
phant to  the  rabbit. 
2«  The  Annunciation.      The  series 
which    refer    to   Christ    com- 
mences. 

3.  The  Visitation. 

4.  The  Ang^el  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Miraculous  Conception. 

5.  The  Star  of  the  East 

6.  The  Nativity. 

7.  Joseph  and  Mary  adoring  Christ. 

8.  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple. 

9.  The  Angel   advising  Joseph   to 

Fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight. 

11.  The  Murder  of  the  Innocents.  One 

of  the  large  compositions  con- 
tains above  60  figures,  the  size 
of  life,  besides  the  painted 
groups  on  the  walls;  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  assist  the  compo- 
sition. 

12.  The  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 

13.  The  Temptation. 

14.  Christ  and   the  Woman  of  Sa- 

maria. 

15.  Christ  Curing  the  Paralytic 

16.  Christ  Raising  the  Widow's  Son. 

17.  The  Transfiguration.     This  sub- 

ject is  represented  upon  an 
enormous  scale;  the  g^oup  in 
the  foregroimd  contains  the 
demoniac  boy;  on  the  moun- 
tain, an  inmiense  modelled 
mass,  are  the  three  disciples; 
above  them  Christ,  with  Moses 
and  Elias ;  over  these,  painted 
on  the  walls  and  ceiline  of  the 
dome,  are  the  host  of  neaven; 
and  above  aU,  the  Almighty. 
This  vast  composition  occupies 
the  highest  and  largest  of  these 


structures;  and  the  height  of 
the  whole  composition,  modelled 
and  painted,  is  nearly  100  ft. 

18.  The  Raising  of  Lazarus. 

19.  The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

20.  The  Last  Supper. 

21.  Christ  in  the  Crarden. 

22.  Christ  finds  his  Disciples  Sleep- 

ing. 

23.  Christ  betrayed  by  Judas. 

24.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Anna. 

25.  Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caiaphas. 

26.  The  Repentance  of  St.  Peter. 

27.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 

28.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Herod. 

29.  Christ  Reconducted  to  Pilate. 

30.  The  Flagellation. 

31.  Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns. 

32.  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilate. 

33.  Christ  shown  to  the  People. 

34.  Pilate  Washing  his  Hands. 

35.  Christ  sentenced  to  Death.. 

36.  Christ  Bearing  the  Cross. 

37.  Christ  Nailed  to  the  Cross. 

38.  The  Crucifixion. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the  Cross. 

40.  The  Pieta — the  Women  around 

the  Body  of  Christ. 

41.  The  Body  wrapped  in  Linen. 

42.  San  Francesca 

43.  Christ  Lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An    Angel    announcing   to    the 

Virgin  Mary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven. 

46.  The    Sepulchre    of    the   Virgin 

Mary. 
All  the  walls  are  painted,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  are  masterly  produc- 
tions, not  unworthy  of  the  reputation 
of  PelegriBi  Tibaidi,  whose  name  is 
found  in  the  list  of  those  who  were 
employed  upon  the  works  of  the  Sacro 
Monte  di  varallo;  together  with  that 
of  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  pupil  and 
companion  of  Raphael,  Fiammingo 
the  famous  sculptor  of  children,  and 
many  other  artii^s  of  eminence,  as 
painters,  sculptors,  and  architects. 
The  valleys  of  the  Novarais,  of  which 
Val  Sesia  is  the  principal,  are  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  painters  they 
have  produced,  and  the  names  of  many 
are  preserved  here  as  having  proudly 
contributed  to  the  embellishment  of 
this  sing^ar  sanctuary. 

N 
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Much  effect  is  produced  by  the 
appropriate  situation  of  some  of  the 
subjects.  The  access  to  the  place 
where  Christ  is  laid  in  the  sepulchre 
is  bj  a  vault,  where  little  light  is  ad- 
mitted; and  as  it  is  difficult  on  enter- 
ing from  the  open  day  to  distinguish 
at  first  any  object,  the  effect  is  very 
imposing. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real  hair, 
which  appears  very  grotesque,  yet 
full  of  character  and  expression;  many 
of  the  heads  are  finely  modelled.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Visitation  the  head 
of  a  female  is  strikingly  fine.  The 
executioners  conducting  to  Calvary, 
or  otherwise  employed  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  Christ,  are,  to  increase 
the  disgust  for  their  characters,  mo- 
delled with  goitres  appended  to  their 
throats — a  proof  that  these  are  not 
considered  beauties  here,  in  spite  of 
the  traveller's  tale.  The  models  are 
painted,  but  no  offence  to  taste  in 
their  class  of  art  arises  from  this,  be- 
cause, as  the  subjects  can  only  be  seen 
through  peep-holes  in  front  of  the 
prie-diem  of  the  oratories,  and  not  in 
passing  from  one  of  those  to  another, 
as  much  illusion  is  produced  in  seeing 
them  as  in  observing  a  picture. 

Among  the  objects  of  religious  re- 
verence here  is  a  flight  of  steps,  called 
the  Scala  Santa,  recommended  to  the 
especial  devotion  of  the  fiiithful,  who 
are  informed  by  an  inscription  on  a 
tablet  at  the  foot  of  these  stairs,  that 
they  have  been  built  in  exact  imitation 
of  the  Scala  Santa  at  St.  John  La- 
teran  in  Rome.  Some  of  the  nume- 
rous devotees  and  pilgrims  may  always 
be  seen  crawling  to  heaven  up  these 
stairs,  encouraged  by  a  concession  of 
]^enary  indulgence  granted  by  Pope 
Clement  XII.  to  aU  who  would  climb 
these  eight  and  twenty  steps  on  their 
hands  and  knees,  saf  an  Ave,  a  Patery 
and  a  Qhria  on  each  step,  and  kiss 
each  step  devoutly  I 

This  extraordinary  place  originated 
in  the  piety  of  the  Uessed  (i.  e,  half 
saint)  Bernardino  Caimo,  a  noble  Mi- 
lanese, who  obtained  in  1486,  from 
Pope  Innocent  VIII.,  a  fiiculty  to 
found  this  sanctuary.     Only  3  or  4 


chapels  were  built  in  the  time  of  the 
founder,  but  so  great  did  its  reputa- 
tion for  sanctity  soon  become,  that 
princes  and  rich  devotees  contributed 
to  its  accomplishment,  to  the  extent 
now  observed.  St  Carlo  Borromeo 
twice  visited  it,  in  1578  and  1584,  and 
the  pallet  bedstead  upon  which  this 
patron  saint  of  Milan  died  is  preserved 
here  as  a  holy  relic  for  the  adoration 
of  the  faithful 

The  Ckwrch  is  a  handsome  struc- 
ture, and  the  cloisters,  where  the 
priests  reside,  are  in  a  beautiful  situa- 
tion, commanding  views  of  Varallo  and 
the  Val  Sesia  toIow  the  town.  At 
the  entrance  to  the  immediate  site  of 
the  Oratories,  booths  or  shops  are 
established  for  the  sale  of  corofne^  i.  e. 
beads,  crucifixes,  madonnas,  &c., 
which  have  acquired  sanctity,  and 
the  power,  in  some  cases,  of  work- 
ing miracles,  by  havin?  touched 
the  blessed  bed  of  the  holy  St  Car- 
lo, or  other  miracle-worlung  relics 
possessed  by  the  fraternity  of  the 
Nuova  Gerusalemme.  The  body  is, 
however,  provided  for  as  well  as  the 
soul;  and  there  are  two  booths  within 
the  sacred  precincts  for  the  sale  of  li- 
quors, where  the  devotees  may  be  ge- 
nerally seen  preparing  themselves  for, 
or  refreshing  tnemselves  after,  the 
plenary  indu&ence  at  the  Scala  Santa, 
by  plenary  indulgence  in  aqua  vitos. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  a  place  so 
remarkable,  in  a  country  so  beautiful, 
should  be  so  little  known  to  English 
explorers  of  the  pioturesone.  The 
Vfd  Sesia  and  its  lateral  valleys  of  the 
Mastellone,  and  the  Sermenta — the 
former  leading  by  Fobello,  the  latter 
by  Carcoforo,  to  Banio  in  the  Val 
Ansasca — are  rarely  visited  by  them. 

No  valleys  in  the  Alns  surpass 
these  for  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of 
the  scenes  which  they  present;  none 
are  more  easy  of  access  to  Alpine 
tourists;  a  finer  race  of  inhabitants  is 
nowhere  to  be  fbund,  except  perhaps 
in  the  neighbouring  valley  of  Anxasca. 
The  cantons  of  Switzerland  do  not 
offer  greater  varieties  of  costume  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  different  trans- 
versal vaUeys  of  the  Sesia.  And 
VaraUo  is  &r  enough  in  the  heart  of 
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the  country  to  be  made  head-quarters, 
whilst  researches  are  carried  on  in  its 
neighbourhood;  and  not  an  unim- 
portant part  of  these  agremens  is  the 
certainty  of  finding  tolerable  quarters 
at  the  Albergo  d'ltalia,  the  chief  inn 
at  Varallo,  after  the  wanderings  of  a 
day  or  two  in  the  mountains  and  val- 
leys in  its  vicinity. 

ROUTE  102. 
BAVENO  (Route  59)  to  varallo  by 

THE  LAKE  OF  ORTA  AND  THE  COL  DE 
COLMA. 

This  is  a  most  interesting  excur- 
sion, and  may  be  strongly  recom- 
mended to  all  lovers  of  the  pic- 
turesque. Immediately  above  Baveno 
rises  the  mountain  ridge  of  Monte 
Monterone,  or  Morgozzolo^  which  divides 
the  Lago  Maggiore  from  the  Lago 
d'Orta,  and  a  mule-path  leads  across 
it  to  the  town  of  Orta.  It  takes  3^ 
hours  to  reach  the  summit  from  Ba- 
veno :  the  mule-path,  passing  through 
woods  of  chestnut-trees  during  the 
lower  part  of  the  ascent,  is  carried 
over  a  neck  of  the  mountain  a  long 
way  below  the  summit,  which  is 
reached  by  a  very  steep  climb  up  the 
grassy  slope.  It  takes  2^  hours  to 
descend  to  Orta:  in  fact,  it  requires 
nearly  7  hours  to  take  this  walk  from 
Baveno  to  Orta  and  enjoy  the  view, 

"  The  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Monte  Monterone  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  on  the  S.  declivity  of  the 
Alps,  embracing  the  chain  from  the 
Monte  Viso  to  the  Orteler  Spitz.  The 
Mont  Blanc,  the  Combal,  and  the 
Mont  Cervin  are  hidden  by  the  nearer 
hills  of  the  Yal  Sesia  and  by  the 
Monte  Rosa.  The  line  of  snowy 
peaks  to  rt.  of  the  latter,  embracing 
the  Moro,  Pizzo  de  BottareUo,  the 
Simplon,  Monte  Leone,  Gries,  and  the 
St.  Gothard,  appears  to  great  advan- 
tage. Farther  E.  rises  the  conical 
peak  of  La  Stella,  above  Chiavenna, 
and  the  snowy  range  which  separates 
the  ValBregaglia  from  the  Yaltellina, 
with  the  immense  Orteler  Spitz  that 
closes  the  former  vaUey.  Almost  at 
his  feet  the  traveller  sees  4  lakes — 
the  Maggiore,  the  Lake  of  Orta,  those 


of  Monato  and  Varese;  and  still  far- 
ther to  the  rt.  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  of  Piedmont,  studded  with 
innumerable  villages,  with  Milan  in 
the  centre,  whose  cathedral  is  dis- 
tinctly visible.  The  two  great  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po,  the  Sesia  and  the 
Ticino,  appear  like  silver  ribbons 
traversing  the  dark  ground  of  the 
plain,  and  the  distant  Apennines  of 
Coni,  Genoa,  and  Modena  close  this 
unrivalled  panorama  to  the  S^  whilst 
the  plains  of  Cremona,  Parma,  and 
Mantua  are  lost  in  the  E.  horizon.'' — 
J.  B.  P.  The  summit  is  now  crowned 
with  a  telegraph. 

Beneath  the  observer  lies,^^  in  the 
repose  of  its  deep  locality,  iJie  beau« 
tinil  Lake  of  Orta,  offering  a  thousand 
picturesque  sites,  yet  scarcely  known 
to  the  traveller,  though  it  is  within 
2  hours  of  the  route  of  the  Simplon,  a 
course  followed  by  crowds  of  plea- 
sure-loving ramblers,  who  seek  their 
highest  enjoyment  in  scenes  like  these, 
yet  pass  unwittingly  the  loveliest. 

Those  who  do  not  choose  to  go  by 
the  Monte  Mont«rone  to  Orta,  may- 
visit  it  in  a  char  by  an.eoLceUent  road; 
that,  at  Gravellona,  a;.short  distance 
from  Baveno,  turn^.^p  the  valley  of 
Strona,  traversed  by  ^the  Negolia,  the 
river  that  carries  off  the  waters  of 
the  Lake  of  Orta,  issumg  from  it  at 
Omegna.  The  Negolia,  after  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Strona,  rushes  across 
the  route  of  the  Simplon,  and  falla 
into  the  Toccia,  near  Cossegno. 

It  is  a  long  and  steep  ascent 
from  the  Simplon  road  to 

Omegna  {Inn,  not  good),  at  the  N^ 
end  of  Lago  d'Orta.  Here  a  boat  may 
be  hired  with  2  rowers  for  4  or  5fr. — 
time,  about  1  hour  to  Orta^ 

An  excellent  level  carriage^road  was 
finished  1850,  all  along  the  E.  shore 
of  the  lake  from  Omegna  to 

Orta,  (Inns  not  good:  Albergo  San 
Giulio,  uie  chief;  dinner  3  frs.,  bed 
1  fr.,  breakfast  1  fr.  50  c,  but  make 
your  bargain; — Leone  d'Oro  is  a  very 
fair  little  inn,  beautifully  situated  at 
the  water's  edge.)  This  town  is  de- 
lightfully placed  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake,  **  out  upon  the  side  of  a  steep 
declivity,  so  that  the  walks  have  the 
N   2 
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disadvantage  of  being  always  up  and 
down  hilL"--L.  S.  The  facilities  for 
shooting  in  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains and  forests,  and  for  fishing, 
boating,  and  bathing  in  the  lake,  offer 
DAOst  agreeable  inducements  for  a 
short  stay  in  this  cool  and  delicious 
retirement.  A  charming  villa  has 
lately  been  built  by  Count  Natta(?>, 
with  beautiful  garden,  above  the  town. 

The  Monte  Sacro,  on  the  summit  of  a 
lofty  promontory  projecting  into  the 
lake,  is  a  sanctuary,  dedicat^  to  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  approached  by  22 
chapels  or  oratories,  like  those  of  Ya- 
raUo.  Some  are  elegant  in  their  archi- 
tecture; and  they  contain,  as  at  Va- 
rallo,  &;roups  in  terra-cotta.  The  hill 
is  laid  out  like  a  beautiful  garden,  a 
character  which  peculiarly  bilongs  to 
the  mountain  slopes  which  surround 
this  lake,  and  whence  probably  its 
name  is  derived.  The  views  from  the 
hiU  of  the  sanctuary  are  of  singular 
beauty,  comprising  the  lake,  the  proxi- 
mate mountains  covered  with  wood, 
villages  which  speckle  the  shores  of 
the  lake  and  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  by  the  Alps. 

Orta  possesses  the  recommendation 
of  being  within  one  day*8  ride  or  drive 
of  Milan,  Turin,  Como^  B^inzona, 
Varallo,  Monte-Bosa,  by  the  Val 
Sesia,  or  the  Val  Anaasca,  and  the 
summit  of  the  Simplon.  There  is  a 
new  carriage  road  from  Orta  by  In- 
vorio  and  Gozzano  to  Arona  3^  posts 
(Bte,  59),  The  new  oarriage-road  to 
Omegpa  at  the  N.  end  of  the  lake 
now  opens  a  direct  conmiunication 
with  the  Simplon. 

It  was  the  plan  of  General  Chasse- 
loup  to  continue  the  great  route  of 
the  Simplon  along  the  shores  of 
the  Lake  of  Orta;  but  the  difference 
of  level — Orta  being  500  feet  higher 
than  lake  Maggiore — induced  theadop- 
tion  of  the  fine  by  Baveno.  A  con» 
necting  road,  however,  is  at  length 
completed  between  the  2  lakes.  From 
Orta  a  boat  may  be  taken  for  Buocione 
at  the  S.  end  or  the  lake,  9  m.  distant, 
where  the  Irm  is  tolerable,  and  a  char 
may  be  obtained  to  continue  the  jour^- 
ney  to  Borgomanera  To  go  this  way 
fromBaveQQ  to  Omegna,  to  visit  Orta, 


'  the  Isola  Giulio,  and  other  objects  and 
<  places  on  the  lake,  w^ould  not  occupy 
I  more  than  7  or  8  hours;  and  from 
Borgomanero  to  Turin  is  only  a  long 
day's  drive.     (Route  103.) 
The  Isola  di  San  Oiulio  is  an  object 
'  of  singular  beauty  in  the  lake;  it  liea- 
between  Orta  and  PeDa.     The  church 
'  and  town  of  San  Giulio  surmount  a 
rock  that  rises  out  of  the  deep  lake; 
j  the  bright  buildings  on  it  contrast 
!  with  the  blue  waters  with  a  fairy-like 
;  effect.     The  church  has  high  antiquity; 
I  it  was  built  on  a  spot  rendered  sacred 
I  by  the  retreat  of  San  Giulio,  in  the 
I  4th  century ;  here  his  ashes  are  pre- 
'  served  in  a  subterranean  vault;  and 
the  vertebra  of  a  monstrous  serpent, 
said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
saint,  is  shown  as  a  relic;  how  this 
relic  cff  a  whale  was  brought  to  such 
a  re^tired  spot  H  is  difficult  to  conjee* 
ture,  but  it  serves  for  the  tradition. 
The  ehurch  is  rich  in  the  materials  of 
its  structure;  some  columns  of  por- 
phyry,     a     mosaic     pavement:     it 
IS  chiefly    modernized,   but    retains 
some  old  parts.      It  has  frescos  by 
P.  Tibaldi,  a  curious  pulpit,  bas-reliefs 
of  St.  G.  driving  out  snakes  from  the 
island.      There  are  vestiges  on  the 
island  of  ancient  fortifications,  used 
when  Guilla,  the  wife  of  Berenger, 
the  second  king  of  Lombardy,  took 
refuge  here  in  962,  and  defended  it 
resolutely  against  Otho    the    First, 
emperor  of  Germany,  who  had  in- 
vaded Italy  and  deposed  her  husband. 
Otho  restored  the  island  to  the  bishops 
of  Novara,  who  had    long    held    it 
before    it  was  seized    by  Berenger. 
The  island  gave  a  title  to  a  dukedom 
as  early  as  590,  when  Minulfo,  duke 
of  San  Giulio,  held  it;  he  favoured 
the  descent  of  the  Franks,  by  the 
Saint  Gothard,  for  which  treachery 
he  lost  his  head,  by  order  of  Astolpho, 
king  of  the  Lombards. 

There  is  a  carriage-road  from  Orta 
to  Arona  (detour). 

At  Pella,  the  village  on  the  shore 
near  to  the  Isola  GiuUo,  asses  may  be 
had  ft>r  crossing  the  mountain  of  Colma 
to  Varallo,  4^  hours;  and  the  ride  is 
one  of  great  interest,  from  the  beau- 
tiAil  sites  and  views  which  it  offers. 
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A  steep  path  leads  up  the  mountam 
side  to  Arola  amidst  the  richest  vege- 
tation; vines,  figs,  gourds,  and  fruit- 
trees.  The  views  looking  back  upon 
the  Lago  d'Orta  are  superb.  Mag- 
nificent forest-trees  offer  their  shade, 
and  the  road  in  some  places  passes 
amidst  precipices  of  granite  in  a 
state  of  decomposition;  here  many 
of  the  specimens  sold  at  Baveno  are 
obtained.  Above  these  granitic  masses 
the  path  continues  through  scenes 
resembling  the  most  beautiful  park 
scenery  of  England,  and  then  opens 
upon  the  Col  de  Colma,  a  bushy  com- 
mon, where  wide  and  pleasing  views  are 
presented  of  the  lakes  of  Orta,  Varese, 
and  the  plains  of  Lombardy,  and,  to- 
wards the  Alps,,  of  Monte  Rosa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  not 
less  beautiful.  The  Val  Sesia  is  seen  in 
the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded  and 
studded  with  churches  and  villages; 
the  path  leads  down  through  pastoral 
scenes,  which  sometimes  recall  the 
most  agreeable  recollections  of  home 
to  an  English  traveller;  then  changes 
almost  suddenly  to  the-  deep  gloom  of 
a  ravine,  where  there  are  quarries, 
formerly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Varallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor- 
mous walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  spot,  the  tra- 
veller shortly  finds  himself  in  the  Val 
Sesia  at  Bocco,  about  1  mile  from 

Varallo,    See  page  264. 

A  new  and  shorter  road  (1851) 
turns  rt.  about  150  yards  beyond  the 
top  of  the  Col — leaving  Rocco  on  the 
1.,  and  joins  the  old  road  about  ^  m. 
from  Varallo. 

Another  mountain  path  leads  from 
Gozzano,  2  m.  to  the  S.  of  the  Lago 
d'Orta,  to  Borgo  Sesia,  through  the 
village  of  Val  Duggia,  the  birthplace 
of  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  pupil  of  Ra- 
phael. 

ROUTE  103. 

ARONA  TO  TUBIN  BY  ROMAGNANO. 

10^  posts  to  Ivrea.     Diligence  daily. 

1  i  Borgomanero, )  Route  101. 

1  j  Romagnano,  J  This  road  is  far 
preferable  to  that  which  leads  by  the 
course  of  the  Sesia  to  Vercelli,  through 


a  flat  and  uninteresting  country,  and 
descends  to  the  rizieres,  or  rice*- 
grounds  of  Piedmont.  The  following 
more  pleasant  route  crosses  the  Sesia, 
and  passes  through  the  Canavais,  a 
district  celebrated  for  the  quantity  of 
hemp  which  it  produces,  and  jnrom 
whi<5i  it  derives  its  name.  In  the 
season  it  is  singular  to  see  the  whole 
population  engaged  in  stripping  and 
otherwise  preparing  hemp;  whether 
walking  or  sitting,  alone  or  in  groups 
in  the  streets  before  their  houses,  all 
are  thus  occupied. 

After  crossing  the  Sesia,  the  tra- 
veller passes  through  the  town  of 
Gattinara.  (Inns:  Falcone;  Angelo; 
both  good.)  It  is  a  great  recommenda- 
tion to  excursions  in  Piedmont,  that 
tolerable  inns  are  to  be  found  in  most 
of  the  little  towns,  and  in  many,  espe- 
cially in  a  line  of  intercourse,  they 
are  really  excellent.  Some  of  the 
Italian  antiquaries,  and  among  them 
Denina,  assert  that  the  great  battle  of 
Marius  and  Catullus  against  the  Cim- 
bri  was  fought  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gattinara. 

From  Gattinara  to  BieUa  the  route 
lies  through  Masarana  and  Cossata, 
and  ofifers  many  beautiful  views  of  the 
plains  and  the  mountains  as  the  road 
rises  or  fallfe  over*  the  undulating 
ground  which  skirts  the  bases  of  the 
mountains  as  they  subside  into  the 
plains  of  Piedmont. 

2  San  Giovanni  del  Bosco. 

2  BieUa  (^Tnns  numerous),  situated 
on  the  Cervo,  one  of  the  affluents  of 
the  Sesia,  is  22  miles  from  Varallo, 
and  about  12  from  Romagnano.  It 
contains  a  Population  of  about  9000. 
It  has  some  trifling  manufactories  of 

Eaper,  common  woollen  goods,  and 
ats.  Its  sanctuary  of  Notre  Dame 
cTOropa,  6  m.  distant,  by  a  steep  but 
good  carriage-road,  is,  however,  an 
object  of  attraction,  which  brings 
crowds  of  pilgrims  to  offer  their  de- 
votions to  an  image,  one  of  the  thou- 
sand black  specimens  of  bad  carving, 
which,  under  the  name  of  Our  Lady,  is 
worshipped  for  its  miracle-working 
powers :  that  of  Oropa  is  said  to  have 
been  carved  by  Saint  Luke,  who  is. 
made  a  sculptor  as  well  as  a  painter^ 
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and  is  stated  to  have  been  brought  hy 
a  St.  Eusebius  from  Syria,  and  re- 
served by  him  in  the  then  wild  and 
desert  mountain  of  Oropa,  near  Biella. 
A  series  of  steep  tourniquets  leads  to 
the  Church  dedicated  to  the  Fiirgtn,  which 
is  a  fine  structure  of  the  14th  and  15th 
centuries.  Fainting  and  sculpture 
have  adorned  and  enriched  it;  and 
among  the  artists  employed  are 
found  the  names  of  Oaudenzio  Ferrari 
and  Luino,  At  the  angles,  in  the  zig- 
zag ascent  to  the  church,  there  are 
erected  chapels,  dedicated  to  the  Vir- 
gin,- and  named  after  some  event  in 
her  life,  as,  the  Chapel  or  Oratory  of 
the  Annunciation — of  the  Purification 
— of  the  Assumption,  &c.  A  few  are 
dedicated  to  saints  in  the  Bomish 
calendar;  and  the  whole  number  of 
these  chapels  exceeds  24. 

From  Biella  to  Turin  there  are  two 
roads,  one  by  Saluzzola,  Cigliano, 
and  Chivasso,  the  other  by  Ivrea;  the 
distance  is  nearly  equal;  but  by  the 
former  the  traveller  descends  at  once' 
to  the  plains;  by  Ivrea,  a  more  pic- 
turesque road  leads  across  valleys  and 
open  commons,  by  Mongrando,  and 
over  the  Monte  Bolengo,  famous  for 
the  vineyards  on  its  slopes,  and  pass- 
ing by  the  village  of  Zubiena,  beau- 
timUy  situated,  and  where  a  little  Inn 
offers  its  limited  accommodations. 
The  views  presented  from  the  heights, 
of  the  plains  and  valleys  spread  out 
below  the  traveller  on  the  left,  and  of 
the  richly  wooded  mountain  slopes, 
the  lowest  buttresses  of  the  Alps  to- 
wards the  side  of  Piedmont,  on  the 
right,  well  recompense  the  traveller 
for  the  worse  road^  and  lead  him  to 

3^  Ivrea^Inn:  H. de FEurope,  good), 
at  the  entrance  of  the  celebrated  valley 
of  Aosta  (seeRte.  107),  about  20  Pied- 
montese  m.  from 

Turin.    (Handbook  N.  Italy.) 


BOUTE  104. 

• 

VARAUX)  (Rte.  101)  TO  CHATILLON  IN 
THE  VAL  d' AOSTA,  BY  THE  PASSES 
OF  THE  COL  DE  VAL  DOBBIA,  THE 
COL  DE  BANZOLA,  GRESSONEY,  AND 
THE  COL  DE  JON,  CROSSING  THE  VAL 
DE  LYS  AND  THE  CHALLANT. 

From  Varallo  there  is  an  exceUent 
char-road  to  Scopello,  above  which 

Elace  the  ascent  of  the  Yal  Sesia  can 
e  made  only  on  mules.  N.B.  On 
market-days  it  is  difficult  to  hire 
mules  in  the  villages  adjacent. 

The  Val  Sesia  offers  scenes  of  less 
rugged  grandeur  than  some  of  its  la- 
tertd  valleys  ;  but  in  its  course  many 
of  great  beauty  are  passed,  chiefly 
rendered  so  by  the  fine  wooding  of  the 
slopes,  the  grand  forms  of  the  trees,  and 
the  sometimes  tranquil,  often  furious 
course  of  the  Sesia.  Before  arriving 
at  Scopello  the  villages  of  Balmuocia 
and  Scopa  (a  clean  Inn,  kept  by  Giu- 
seppe Topino)  are  passed,  and  tne  wild 
vaUey  of  Sermento  opens  on  the  rt. 

At  Scopello  there  are  many  smelt- 
ing houses,  where  the  copper  ore,  al- 
ready washed  and  crushed,  is  reduced. 
About  50  tons  are  raised  annually  at 
Alagna,  at  the  head  of  the  Val  Sesia, 
4  leagues  above  ScopeUo. 

There  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleasing. 
The  route  passes  by  the  villages  of 
Campertogno  and  Mollia  (a  new  /nn, 
and  good)  to 

Eiva,  the  chief  of  the  high  villages 
in  the  valley.  The  Inn  is  filthy. 
Within  the  district  known  as  the  Val 
Sesia  there  are  reckoned  2  bonrgs  and 
30  villages,  evidence  of  a  thickly  popu- 
lated country  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps. 
Biva  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  torrents  of  the  Dobbia  and  the 
Sesia,  and  about  half  a  league  below 
the  vUlage  of 

Alagna,  a  poor  place,  but  agreeably 
situated,  with  a  grand  view  of  Monte 
Bosa.  The  Inn  (Paolis)  is  the  best 
in  the  Yal  Sesia,  famed  fbr  its  vin 
d'Asti,  and  its  active  and  obliging 
lame  waitress,  called  "  LaZoppa  or  La 
Boiteuse." — 'S,  Here  mines  of  copper 
are  wrought.    From  Alagna,  a  pass 
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to  the  rt,  by  the  Motit  Turh  leads  in 
6  hrs.  from  the  Val  Sesia  to  Pestarena 
in  the  Val  Ans^asca.  (Rte.  104  a,  and 
p.  275.)  Another  Pass  to  the  L  by 
the  Col  d'OUen  leads  to  St.  Giacomo 
in  the  Val  de  Lys  in  about  6J  hours 
(see  p.  288). 

The  church  of  Riva  will  surprise  the 
traveller  by  its  structure,  its  excessive 
decoration,  and  the  real  talent  with 
which  it  is  painted  within  and  without, 
chiefly  by  one  of  the  numerous  paint- 
ers whom  the  Val  Sesia  has  produced 
—  Tanzio,  or  Antonio  d'Enrico,  a 
native  of  Alagna.  The  external  paint- 
ings have  a  remarkable  freshness, 
though  they  have  existed  more  than 
200  years,  exposed  to  the  weather  in 
this  nigh  valley. 

The  view  of  Monte  Bosa  from  Riva 
is  very  sublime  ;  its  enormous  masses, 
clothed  in  glaciers,  close  the  head  of 
the  Val  Sesia,  and  offer  a  scene  of 
extraordinary  grandeur. 

The  course  into  the  Val  de  Lys 
from  Riva  is  up  the  narrow  ravine  of 
the  Dobbia,  by  a  wretched  and  diffi- 
cult path,  in  some  places  overhanging 
the  torrent,  in  others  disputing  with 
the  river  the  narrow  course  through 
which  both  must  struggle.  After 
passing  the  miserable  hamlet  of  Grato, 
near  to  which  there  is  a  fine  waterfall 
gushing  out  to  the  black  ravine,  the 
abrupt  ascent  of  the  Col  de  Val  Dob- 
hia  rises  through  a  pine  forest,  and 
thence  over  Alpine  pasturages  hj  a 
long  and  fiitiguing  path,  which  offers 
no  object  of  particular  interest  to  the 
traveller. 

The  distance  from  Riva  to  the  Col, 
which  is  8200  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  requires  5  hrs.  On  the  sunmiit 
there  is  an  humble  iTosptoe— a  stone 
house  of  2  stories,  aflbrding  accept- 
able shelter  during  snow-storms  to 
travellers  ;  it  is  the  successor  pro- 
bably of  a  hovel  which  existed  in  Saus- 
sure's  time.  It  was  built  at  the  toint 
exnense  of  the  commune  of  Riva 
and  of  an  individual  of  Gressoney, 
the  canon  Sottije,  **  It  is  inhabited 
throughout  the  year^  by  2  civil  men 
who  attend  to  travellers  and  their 
wants.    An  extensive  and  uMa  view 

Is  ohimei  of  the  Jt^Jiw  Yfi^f  m^ 


parts  of  the  Great  Chain  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mt  Blanc  to  the 
distinct  gigantic  mass  of  the  Orteler 
Spitz." — B.  Steep  slopes  of  snow  lie 
near  the  summit  unmelted  throughout 
the  year.  The  Monte  Rosa  is  con- 
cealed for  some  time  from  the  traveller, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  descent  the 
deep  valley  of  the  Lys,  and  the  sub- 
lime masses  of  Monte  Rosa,  offer 
views  rivalling  any  in  the  Great  Chain. 

From  the  summit  to 

Gressoney  (St.  Jean)  requires  from 
2  to  3  hrs.  At  this  retired  village  the 
traveller  will  be  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  an  excellent  Inn,  kept  by  the 
family  Luscos» 

In  all  the  communes  at  the  heads  of 
the  Piedmontese  valleys  of  Monte 
Rosa,  the  German  language  is  spoken  i 
at  Riva  and  Alagna  in  the  Val  Sesia, 
above  Pestarena  in  the  Val  Anzasca, 
and  at  St.  Giacomo  in  the  Val  Chal- 
lant.  The  manners  of  these  communi- 
ties are  as  distinct  as  their  language 
from  that  of  their  neighbours  lower 
down  the  vaUeys,with  whom  they  hold 
little  intercourse  ;  they  encourage  a 
pride  of  birth  and  birthplace  which 
strongly  keeps  up  the  separation.  At 
Gressoney,  in  the  Val  de  Lys,  this  is 
perhaps  more  strongly  exemplified 
than  in  any  other  ef  the  valleys.  Here 
their  characters  are  distinguished  for 
honesty  and  industry,  and  few  com- 
munities have  a  higher  moral  tone. 
Crime  is  almost  unknown  among  them  y; 
and  if  disputes  arise,  the  syndic  or 
magistrate  elected  by  themselves' 
hears  the  complaint,  and  effects  an 
amicable  settlement. 

They  possess  many  of  those  com- 
forts which  an  Englishman  appreci- 
ates, and  which  are  unknown  to  the 
lower  inhabitants  of  the  valleys. 
Their  education  and  attainments  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  is  usually  foun^ 
in  such  a  class,  especially  in  such  a  place.. 

Many  of  their  young  men  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  the  abilities 
which  they  have  displayed  when  they 
have  gone  abroad  in  the  world.  They 
have  oecome  merchants  and  bankers,^ 
and  many  from  among  them  have  be- 
come eminent  for  learning  and  science, 
p,nd  refteete<J  Isonour  on  theUttl^  coipa-- 
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munity  located  in  this  Alpine  soli- 
tude. Among  these  is  Herr  Zumstein, 
better  known  in  the  Yal  Sesia  as  M. 
de  la  Pierre,  inspector  of  the  forests 
of  the  Val  Sesia,  who  has  made  seve- 
ral ascents  of  the  Monte  Rosa,  and  gave 
great  assistance  to  CoL  Von  Welden  in 
his  topography  of  Monte  Rosa. 

[From  Gressone^  St.  Jean,  the  de- 
scent to  St.  Martin,  in  the  Vald'Aosta, 
b^  the  vaUev  of  the  Lys  or  Vallaise,  is 
a  journey  of  about  18  miles  (5  hours* 
walk),  passing  through  many  villages 
and  hamlets,  of  which  the  principal 
are  Gaby,  Issime,  Fontainemore,  and 
LiUianes, — and  through  some  scenes 
of  wildness  and  beauty,  which,  how- 
-ever,  become  common  to  the  traveller 
in  the  Val  d' Aosta  and  its  lateral  val- 
leys. About  Trina,  the  vaUey  is 
strewn  with  huge  roUed  blocks  or 
boulders.  As  you  approach  the  Ponte 
-di  Trinita,  the  scene  oecomes  sterner, 
more  shattered  precipices  and  long 
shoots  of  debris  and  detached  rocks. 
Below  Issime  an  unbroken  and  beau- 
tiful wood  of  sweet  chestnut  stretches 
across  the  valley.  The  Vallaise  loses 
much  in  interest  to  those  who  ascend  it. 

At  St.  Martin  (Rte.  107,  p.  291)  is  a 
very  tolerable  Inn,  La  Rosa  Rossa.] 

Above  Gressoney  St  Jean  are  the 
hamlets  of  Gressoney  la  Trinita,  Na- 
versch  or  Novres  (where  Herr  Zum- 
:Stein  resides),  San  Giacomo,  and  St 
Pietro. 

The  capital  accommodations  afforded 
-at  Gressoney  St  Jean  render  it  desira- 
ble head-quarters  to  those  who  would 
visit  the  magnificent  glaciers  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  de  Lys,  or  make  ex- 
cursions around  Monte  Rosa  by  the 
Col  d'Ollen,  which  connects  the  heads 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Sesia  and  the  Lys, 
and  the  Col  deBetta  between  the  Valde 
Lys  and  the  Val  Challant.  Excellent 
guides  may  be  found  at  Gressoney, 
and  there  are  few  valleys  in  proximity 
with  the  glaciers  which  offer  so  many 
Alpine  wonders  to  the  examination  of 
the  traveller. 

In  continuing  the  route  direct  toCha- 
tiHon,  in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ascend  the  steep  forest  paths 
and  slopes  of  the  mountain  on  the  side 
of  the  valley  opposite  to  the  Col  de 


Val  Dobbia  ;  it  is  an  extremely  diffi- 
cult and  fatiguing  path  the  whole  way 
up  to  the  Col  de  Eamolaf  the  summit 
of  the  ridge  which  divides  the  valleys 
of  the  Lys  and  Challant. 

On  emerging  in  the  ascent  from  the 
pine  forest,  the  finest  perhaps  of  the 
views  of  Monte  Rosa  is  presented,  es- 
pecially when  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  beautiful  Val  de  Lys  or  Vol  de  Val- 
laise, which  lies  far  below  the  travell«p, 
with  its  quiet  villages  and  fertile  pas- 
turages. The  Lys,  hke  a  silver  thread, 
may  be  traced  up  to  its  glaciers.  On 
eitner  side  of  the  vaUey  the  vast 
mountains,  belted  with  forests,  offer, 
at  the  depression  of  their  ridges,  the 
paths  by  which  the  most  frequent  in- 
tercourse takes  place  with  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys.  The  scene  is  im- 
perishable from  the  memory  whilst 
any  recollections  of  the  Alps  remain 
to  the  traveller.  From  a  peak  rising 
a  little  above  the  pass,  called  Pomte 
Gombetta,  a  view  may  be  obtained  at 
once  of  Monte  Rosa  and  Mt  Blanc, — 
the  Val  d'Aosta  and  the  Val  de  Gres- 
soney ;  Mt.  Blanc  here  towers  above 
everything.  This  point,  from  which 
the  2  great  mountains  of  Europe  may 
be  seen  at  a  glance,  can  be  reached  in 
2  j  or  3  hrs.  from  -Gressonet. 

After  passing  the  Col  ae  Ranzola 
(7136  ft)  the  descent  is  gradual  to 
the  little  hamlet  of  St  Grat  Nor  is 
it  either  steep  or  difficult  to  Brussone 
in  the  Val  Challant.  The  distance 
from  Gressoney  to  Brussone  is  4  or  5 
hrs.  In  the  descent  the  Val  Challant 
may  be  traced  in  its  course  down  to 
Verrex,  where  it  joins  the  Val  d'Aosta, 
in  which  the  Doire  may  be  distinctly 
seen,  flashing  across  like  a  streak  of 
light,  broken  by  the  dark  mass  of  the 
Castle  of  Verrex,  which  stands  at  the 
very  junction  of  the  two  valleys,  while 
under  the  feet,  or  not  far  off,  is  perched 
upon  the  declivity  the  picturesque 
Castle  of  Challant  Except  at  the 
lowest  part  of  the  valley  it  fails  in 
striking  objects  of  interest,  but  near 
its  termination  there  are  some  fine 
scenes.  Above  Brussone  the  valley 
ascends  through  several  hamlets  to  St. 
Giacomo  d'Ayas,  whence  a  pass  leads 
to  the  head  of  the  Val  Tournanche 


and  the  pad3  of  the  Cervin,  Rte.  106, 
p.  282. 

Brussone  is  a  beautifully  situated 
village,  with  a  tolerable  /nn,  1850 
(Lion  d'Or)  ; — the  Cheval  Blanc  is 
very  bad.  The  journey  from  Gres- 
soney  to  ChatiUon  in  the  Val  d*Aosta 
may  be  easily  accomplished  in  a  day, 
and  from  Gressoney  to  Varallo,  or  at 
least  to  MoUia  (p.  270),  may  be  per- 
formed in  another. 

From  Brussone  another  mountain 
range  must  be  crossed  to  reach  the 
Val  d'Aosta  at  Chatillon  ;  or  the  tra- 
veller may  descend  to  Yerrex  in  the 
Val  d'Aosta,  which  requires  5  hrs., 
passing  through  ChaUant  and  Chal- 
lard.  The  road  across  the  moimtain 
presents  some  glorious  views,  and 
Chatillon,  by  the  Col  de  Jon  (called 
also  Coi  d*Ayas),  is  reached  as  soon 
as  Verrex  by  the  Val  de  Challant. 

After  crossing  some  meadows 
beyond  Brussone,  the  road  winds 
steeply  up  through  a  forest  of  pines 
and  larches,  and  then  opens  upon 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pasturages 
in  the  Alps — the  Coi  de  Jon,  which  is  a 
fine  greensward,  broad  and  luxuriant. 

On  reaching  the  descent  towards 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  near  a  little  chapel 
of  St,  Grat,  this  beautiful  valley  is 
seen  in  aU  its  length,  from  Chatillon  to 
the  Mont  Blanc  ;  not  traced  quite  to 
the  base  of  the  latter,  for  its  summit 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt.  peering  into 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  over  several  copipact 
lines  of  mountains,  which  here  lorm 
the  termination  of  the  horizon.  The 
prospect  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  itself  is 
charming  j  its  meadows  and  cultivated 
patches  margined  by  thick  woods  of 
walnut-trees,  which  creep  up  the 
water-channelled  dells  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  —  the  castles  of  Usselle 
on  its  rock,  of  Finnis  overlooking  its 
sea  of  wood,  with  numerous  white  ch, 
towers  and  spires — Aosta  and  its  plain, 
and  the  winding  flashes  of  the  Doire 
undulating  or  sweeping  across  the 
vale — combine  to  form  a  view  striking 
and  beautiful,  which,  in  the  descent, 
constantly  varies.  A  series  of  steep 
tourniquets  down  a  water rwom  chan? 
nel  with  grassy  banks  brings  the  tras 
vellcr  to  the  forests  of  ohestnut  and 
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walnut  trees,  for  which  the  Val  d*  Aosta 
is  celebrated.  These  offer  to  him  their 
shade,  and  soon  the  vines  add  their 
luxuriant  foliage  to  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing path  which  leads  through  the 
village  and  Baths  of  St.  Vincent  (2-J  or 
3  hrs^ft*om  Brussone).  N.B.  These  are 
cleaner  and  better  quarters,  with  more 
conveyances,  than  ChatiUon  (Rte.^ 
107).  The  valley  of  Aosta  is  entered 
at  one  of  its  finest  ppints  near 
Chatillon,  (Rte.  107.^^ 

ROUTE  104  A, 

PASS  OF  THE  TUBLOr— FROM  ALAGNA  TO, 
PEST  ARENA. 

A  very  tedious,  but  not  difficult,  foo^ 
pass,  9141  ft.  above  the  sea-JeveJ. 

The  path  runs  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Sesia  for  about  a  m.  above  Alagna 
(p.  270),  but  returns  to  the  rt.  bank  a 
little  beyond  Ronch,  by  a  wooden 
bridge.  It  soon  after  recrosses  the 
stream  for  the  last  time,  and  where  it 
regains  the  I.  bank  the  ascent  com- 
mences up  a  steep  slope  of  debris.  A 
little  higher  up,  the  view  of  Monte 
Rosa  is  very  ^and  indeed  (See  Forbes). 
Above  this,  after  taking  for  some  time 
the  direction  of  the  vaUey  below,  you 
follow  the  course  of  a  small  stream 
descending  ft-om  a  wild  rocky  amphi- 
theatre, at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
pass.  The  path  lies  on  the  I.  side  of 
the  valley,  and  is  but  faintly  traced. 
It  is  on  a  gentle  ascent  until  the  final 
mounting  of  the  ridge,  whicl^  is  sp 
sharp  that  it  cannot  be  passed  wl^ere 
lowest  but  at  a  point  to  the  1,  of  this, 
marked  by  a  wooden  cross.  The  view 
hence  is  very  fine,  but  too  near  to  give 
a  general  idea  of  Monte  Rosa^  The 
descent  begins  over  p,  steep  slope  of 
snow,  after  which  it  becomes  very  pre- 
cipitous. The  best  way  of  efiecting  it 
is  to  make  a  circuit  above  the  rocks  to 
the  I,  The  first  phalets  are  those  of 
Plana,  occupied  by  Piedmontese,  and 
dirty  \  below  them  the  torrent  is 
crossed,  After  following  the  course 
of  a  narrow  valley,  the  Val  Macug- 
naga  is  reached  at  Barca  (small  Inn, 
1852),  a  few  miles  above  Pestarena  (p. 
275),  where  there  is  a  tolerable  Inn. 
See  also  p.  288  for  the  Pass  of  the  Turlo, 
N    3 
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VOGOGNA,  IN  VAL  d'OSSOLA,  TO  VISP  IN 
THE  VALLAI8,  BY  THE  VAL  ANZASCA, 
THE  PASS  OP  THE  MONTE  MORO,  AND 
THE  VALLEY  OF  8AAS. 

.  Distances  from  Vogogna,  riding — ^to 
Ponte  Grande,  3J  hrs. ;  Vanzone,  5 
hrs. ;  Ceppo  Morelli,  7  hra. ;  Macug- 
naga,  8^  hrs.,  about  27  Eng.  m.  Thence 
to  the  top  of  the  Moro  Pass,  5  hrs.,  and 
5  hrs.  to  descend  to  Saas,  where  is  a 
good  Inn,  An  English  traveller,  with 
ladies,  in  1851,  went  up  the  valley  and 
back  in  17  hrs.  Guides  are  required 
only  over  the  Pass,  and  they  should 
be  good  men  and  true.  8tuder*8  Map 
of  the  Southern  Valleys  of  the  Val- 
lais,  1849  (Fussli,  Ziinch),  is  an  in- 
valuable companion. 

It  is  best  to  cross  the  Moro  from 
the  Swiss  to  the  Italian  side,  because 
the  ascent  is  easier,  and  the  path 
better  on  the  Swiss  side,  and  because 
Monte  Bosa  is  always  in  front  on  de- 
scending into  Italy. 

"  7%«  Val  Anzasca  leads  directly  up 
to  Monte  Bosa;  it  combines  all  that  is 
most  lovely  in  Italian,  with  all  that  is 
most  grand  in  Swiss  scenery.  It  is  a 
Chamouny,  of  which  the  sides  are 
covered  with  vines,  figs,  chestnuts,  and 
walnuts,  with  the  sky  of  Italy  above, 
and  the  architecture  of  Italy  around 
you.  The  only  drawback  in  the  val- 
ley is  the  want  of  good  Inns,  and  the 
deficiency  in  the  cuisine ;  the  eating 
is  very  bad,  but  the  vin  du  pays  is 
good.'*— C.B. 

Vogogna  (Bte.  59)  is  situated  in  the 
plain  of  the  Val  d*Ossola,  2  posts  be- 
low Domo  d'Ossola,  and  on  the  con- 
fluence of  the  torrent  of  the  Anza  with 
the  Toccia. 

Prom  Vogogna  to  Macugnaga  is  8^ 
hrs.,  about  27  Eng.  m.,  a  good  day's 
journey.  Thence  the  pass  over  the 
Moro  and  by  the  valley  of  Saas  to  Visp, 
though  long  and  fatiguing,  may  be  ac- 
complished in  another  day,  or  accom- 
modation may  be  found,  if  necessary, 
at  Stalden,  8  m.  short  of  the  whole 
journey  ;  but  much  the  best  plan  is  to 
break  the  distance  by  stopping  at  Saas, 
where  there  are  comfortable  quarters. 

"Jfa/«s  are  the  only  means  of  con- 


veyancfle  np  tbe  vaUeyr  Tliei«  is  a  lalk 
of  the  Government  constructing  a  road 
up  the  valley,  but  it  will  probably  end 
in  talk.  From  Poiite  Gtande  to  ike^ 
Chapel  of  Cima  Morga,  about  4  m^ 
there  is  a  tolerably  good  road,  and  fbr 
2  m.  about  Campiole  thiere  is  an  e:tcel' 
lent  one  ;  but  there  is  no  great  good 
in  good  char-roads  wfaere  there  are 
no  chars,  and  there  can  be  nolle  in  the 
valley  until  the  road  at  its  entrance  i» 
adapted  to  admit  them." — C*  B. 

On  leaving  Vogogna  yon  continue 
along  the  Simplon  road  to  Borgo, 
where  a  new  bridge  carries  you  over 
the  Tosa,  and  a  good  new  road  conveys 
you  to 

1  Pie  de  Mulera^  at  the  mouth  of 
Val  Anzasca,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Anza  with  the  Tosa.  Here  mules  may 
be  hired,  and  a  portantine  for  ladieSy 
from  M  Contario  ;  but  they  should  be 
secured  over  night.  N.B.  No  mules 
are  kept  in  the  upper  part  of  the  val- 
leys. An  excellent  new  road,  avoid- 
ing the  ^  hour's  ascent  to  Cima  de 
Mulera,  brings  you,  after  passing  two 
tunnels,  to  the  village  of 

1  Castiglione  {Inn,  au  Rameau) 
overhangs  the  richly  wooded  sides  of 
the  valley.  On  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  valley  the  vine  flourishes,  and  the 
path  for  miles,  with  little  interruption, 
is  shadowed  by  trellises.  On  looking 
back  the  views  of  the  Val  d'Ossola 
are  beautiful,  and  greatly  enriched  by 
the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the  fore- 
ground.  The  buildings,  especially  the 
churches,  are  still  Itauan  in  character, 
and  sparkle  in  the  landscape;  and  be- 
yond the  plain  of  the  Val  d'Ossola  the 
mountains  which  divide  it  from  the 
Lago  Maggiore  bound  the  view. 

The  road  up  the  valley,  a  rough 
mule-path,  with  intervals  of  char-road, 
is  scarcely  anywhere  level.  The 
valley  is  remarkably  narrow,  and  the 
path,  accommodated  to  the  sinuosities 
of  the  slopes,  is  carried  steeply  up  and 
down,  in  and  out,  but  offers  from  this 
cause  an  infinite  variety  of  scenes 
beautifully  presented.  The  steep  sides, 
however,  present  few  spots  for  culti- 
vation. Forests,  fruit-trees,  and  vines 
enrich  the  whole  surface,  and  it  is 
only  when  the  path  reaches  consider- 
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able  elevations  that  little  plains  and 
dopes  of  arable  and  pasturage,  and 
village  spires,  are  seen  above  the  belts 
of  forest  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
these  again  surmounted  by  the  peaks 
of  Monte  Rosa  at  the  head  of  the 
valley. 

Near  the  village  of  Calasca  are 
beautiful  views,  and  beyond  it  the 
path  descends  to  the  banks  of  the 
Anza,  and  for  some  time  borders  on 
the  stream.  Here  the  fine  cascade  of 
the  Val  Bianca  bursts  out,  and  forms 
one  of  the  celebrated  waterftiUs  of 
Piedmont.  Soon  after  the  valley 
opens,  a  little  above 

i  Ponte  Grande,  where  a  single 
arch  of  large  span  and  sweeping  ele- 
vation crosses  the  Anza.  It  seems 
the  chief  place  in  the  valley,  has  a 
post-office,  and  is  beautifully  situated. 
Inn  improved :  it  affords  a  tolerable 
meal,  and  a  convenient  break  in  a 
long  day's  walk. 

Here  two  roads  branch  off;  that  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  river  leads  to 
Bannio,  a  large  village  whence  a  foot- 
path crosses  the  mountains  into  the 
Val  Sesia  (Rte.  104),  by  the  Pass  of 
Carcoffero, 

The  road  to  Monte  Rosa  ascends  by 
the  L  bank  of  the  river ;  in  its  course 
it  skirts  the  village  of  St,  Carlo,  and 
the  traveller  soon  after  arrives  at 

l^Vanzone.  {Inns:  Sole;  Moro; 
dirty,  and  extortionate;  don't  expect 
to  find  anything  beyond  a  slight 
luncheon.)  This  is  (  ?)  the  chief  place 
in  the  Val  Anzasca,  and  half  way  in 
the  day's  journey  from  Vogogna  to 
Macugnaga.  The  two  Churches,  one 
opening  out  of  the  other,  are  worth 
visiting.  See  the  view  from  the  ter- 
race in  front  of  the  chapel,  a  little 
above  the  town.  Here,  and  elsewhere 
in  Yal  Anzasca,  the  neat  dress  of  the 
women,  the  general  cleanliness  of  the 
people,  their  cheerfulness  and  inde- 
pendence, and  the  rareness  of  goitre, 
virill  be  remarked  with  pleasure,  as  con- 
trasting with  other  parts  of  Piedmont. 

Above  Vanzone  the  same  beautiful 
scenery  prevails,  and  the  route  passes 
through  many  villages  to  an  abrupt 
and  narrow  defile  which  marks  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  valleys  of  Anzasca 


and  Pestarena,  the  latter  being  the 
name  given  to  the  upper  part  of  the  val- 
ley through  which  the  Ajiza  flows  from 
the  plain  of  Macugnaga  to  the  defile. 

"  H  Ceppo  Morellu  Inn  compara- 
tively clean,  though  small. 

Ceppo  Morelli  has  a  pretty  Church 
and  a  Bone-house,  in  which  the  skulls 
of  deceased  priests  are  painted  with 
bla^k  cowls  to  distinguish  them. 

[At  Prequartero.  a  path  branches 
off  (rt.)  into  the  Saas-Thal  bv  Prebe- 
none,  nearer  than  that  by  the  Moro, 
but  without  its.  fine  views  of  Monte 
Rosa.  The  guides  take  it  as  a  short 
cut  in  returning.] 

A  spur  descending  from  the  Monte 
della  Caccia  here  divides  the  Val  An- 
zasca froip  the  Val  Macugnaga  or 
Pestarena.  The  distinction  is  further 
marked  by  the  languages  spoken  by 
the  people;  above  this  German  pre- 
vails, below  it  Italian.  This  vast  mass 
of  mountain  nearly  closes  up  the  val- 
ley— leaves  only  a  deep  and  savage 
gorge  for  the  Anza  to  escape.  The 
path  is  carried  over  the  rocky  barrier. 

1  Pestarena  (Inn :  Albergo  delle  Mi- 
niere ;  the  best  quarters  in  the  upper 
part  of  Val  Anzasca)  is  a  poor,  mi- 
serable village,  in  an  upland  district 
abounding  in  minerals,  and  itself  pos- 
sessing gold-mines.  The  gold  is  "  com  - 
bined,  in  very  small  proportions,  with 
sulphuret  of  iron;  a  kilogramme  of 
ore  yielding,  by  the  process  of  amal- 
gamation, an  average  of  only  6 
grammes,  the  richest  ore  only  yielding 
10.  Prof.  Fantonetti  is  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  mines,  and  the  possessor 
of  a  collection  of  specimens  of  the 
minerals  of  the  valley, 

"  The  quantity  of  ore  raised  is  not 
very  considerable.  Women  are  chiefly 
employed  in  pounding  and  picking 
the  ore,  whence  it  passes  to  the  mills 
of  granite,  in  which  it  is  ground  and 
prepared  for  amalgamation :  the  final 
process  is  in  the  hands  of  M.  Fan- 
tonetti alone. 

"  I  soon  after  crossed  the  Anza, 
over  an  Alpine  bridge,  and  continued 
to  ascend  above  the  right  bank  of  the 
river.  Numerous  adits  of  mines,  in- 
dicated by  the  earth  and  stones  thrown 
from  them,  marked  the  pursuits  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  this  valley,  who  are 
nearly  all  miners.  The  mineral  riches 
of  these  mountains — iron,  lead,  cop- 
per, silver,  and  gold — are  worked  at 
short  distances  from  each  other;  and 
many  of  the  mines  of  the  inferior 
metals  are  very  productive." — Brook- 
edon. 

"  In  ascending  the  valley  above 
Festarena,  the  traveller  comes  on  the 
very  magnificent  view  of  Monte  Kosa, 
at  a  viUage  called  La  Bourge,  or 
Burca  (a  tidy  little  Inn,  II  Cacciatore^ 
kept  by  the  frdres  Alborini,  one  a 
great  hunter,  the  other  no  mean  cook 
— F.),  about  2  m.  below  Macugnaga. 
Game — chamois,  black-cock,  and  ptar- 
migan—abound in  the  valley." — C.  B. 

The  Anza  is  crossed  by  a  good 
stone  bridge  before  you  begin  the 
steep  and  oad  ascent  leading  up  to 
Cima  Morga.  It  affords  another  fine 
view  of  Monte  Bosa.  Here  you  are 
in  the  region  of  the  rhododendron: 
the  walnut  has  ceased  to  grow. 

The  women  are  commonly  em- 
ployed to  perform  manual  labour,  in 
the  fields  and  in  carrying  burthens, 
such  as  elsewhere  is  allotted  to  men. 

"  I  think  I  can  perceive  in  the  Val 
Anzasca  the  location  of  the  Ictymuli, 
whose  gold-mines  were  so  extensively 
wrought,  that  Pliny  says  a  law  existed 
among  them  which  forbad  their  em- 
ploying more  than  5000  men.  D*An- 
ville  and  Cluverius  place  the  Ictymuli 
at  the  head  of  the  Val  Sesia;  it  has 
always  been  a  subject  of  difficulty 
with  ancient  geographers;  but  here, 
where,  and  where  only  in  Piedmont, 
gold  is  still  raised,  the  nanie  of  the 
Ictymuli  may  be  traced  in  the  villages 
of  Cima  de  Muler&  and  Pie  de  Jft/Zera, 
at  the  entrance  to  the  valley  where 
the  mines  are  worked,  and  where  yet, 
at  the  latter  place,  the  receiver  of  the 
metal  resides.  This  admitted,  the 
commercial  importance  of  the  ancient 
pass  of  the  Moro  may  be  accounted 
for;  its  antiquity,  and  the  excellence 
of  what  remains  of  it,  carries  it  back 
to  a  remote  period  as  a  line  of  inter- 
course, at  least  coeval  with  that  of  the 
Great  St.  Bernard." — Brockedon, 

You  can  ascend  the  valley  on  horse- 
back for  nearly  2  hours  above  Pesta- 


rena,  and  then  the  mules  must  be  left 
in  a  meadow,  from  which,  crossing 
the  Anza,  you  may  ascend  in  1^  hour 
through  a  fir  wood  to  a  sort  of  Mon- 
tanvert  between  the  two  glaciers  over- 
looking the  Mer  de  Glace,  from  which 
they  both  proceed.  This  is  the  grand 
point  of  view. 

35  min.  above  Pestarena,  at  Borca^ 
is  the  Albergo  de  Caociatore,  and  1  h. 
15  min.  above  Pestarena  is 

Macugnaga  (Verrias  Inn,  Gasthans 
zum  Monte  Rosa,  very  tolerable,  and 
civil  people).  Macugnaga  is  4369  ft 
(Forbes)  above  the  sea-level.  It  has 
a  neat,  if  not  handsome  Church,  and 
stands  in  a  grassy  plain  or  luxuriant 
meadow,  studded  with  hamlets,  some 
of  them  almost  touching  the  glaciers. 
Martin  is  a  good  g^de  here. 

There  is  no  scene  in  the  Alps  sur- 
passing the  appearance  of  Monte 
KosA  from  Macugnaga;  it  is  better 
seen  than  Mont  Blanc  is  seen  at 
Chamouny;  from  its  loftiest  peaks  to 
its  base  in  the  plain  of  Macugnaga, 
its  vast  masses  are  spread  out  before 
the  observer.  The  highest  summit  is 
15,158  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  Its 
deep  rifts  are  marked  by  lines  of 
snow,  and  glaciers  which  stream  from 
its  summit  to  the  vault  of  ice  whence 
issues  the  torrent  of  Anza.  On  the 
1.  of  it  rises  the  snow-<covered  Pizzo 
Bianco;  on  the  rt.  the  Monte  Moro 
and  Pizzo  Bocco.  The  bases  of  the 
lateral  mountains  are  clothed  with 
dark  forests  of  fir  and  larch,  and  the 
whole  scene  gives  an  impression  of 
immensity,  and  excites  the  most  sub- 
lime emotion.  Monte  Rosa  is  by  no 
means  a  single  summit,  but  a  knot  or 
union  of  two  ridges  or  chains  crossing 
each  other  at  right  angles,  £.  and  W., 
and  N.  and  S.;  so  that  its  ground-dlan 
may  be  said  to  resemble  a  -{-•  The 
N.£.  angle  forms  the  head  of  the  Val 
Anzasca,  and  encloses  the  glacier  of 
Macugnaga,  as  the  N.W.  does  that  of 
Zermatt;  the  S.£.  is  the  head  of  the 
Val  Sesia,  and  the  S.W.  under  the 
Lvskamm  is  the  cradle  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Lys,  and  head  of  the  valley  of 
Gressoney. 

The  little  plain  of  Macugnaga  is 
like  the  arena  of  a  vast  amphitheatre; 


Piedh  Sf  Savoy.      eottte  105. — ^pass  of  monte  moro. 


277 


more  than  three  sides  of  it  are  in- 
closed by  enormous  mountains. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  good  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  it  is  necessary  to  take  -^  an 
hr.'s  walk  up  the  vale  al>OYe  the  Inn, 
and  just  beyond  the  branching  of  the 
path  up  to  the  pass  of  the  Moro,  to 
climb  the  grassy  foot  of  the  mountain 
.  a  few  steps.  Hence  you  see  not  only 
the  Monte  Rosa,  but  the  Pizzo  Bianco^ 
with  its  fine,  snow-clad  point  overtop- 
ping Monte  Rosa  to  appearance,  and 
connected  with  it  by  a  snow-sheeted 
rid^,  which  mingles  with  its  pro- 
digious mass,  and  passes  on  to  the 
Cima  de  Jazi,  and  the  Col  of  the 
Monte  Moro,  a  scene  of  extraordinary 
grandeur.  From  no  other  point  does 
Monte  Rosa  show  so  lofty  and  un- 
broken a  slope. 

From  Macugnaga  to  Saas  over  the  Moro 
Pass  is  a  walk  of  9^  hrs. 

The  pass  of  the  Moro  is  the  easiest 
over  the  great  chain  between  the  Great 
St.  Bernard  and  the  Simplon :  still  it  is 
not  practicable  for  horses,  though  there 
are  traces  of  an  old  paved  horse-road, 
by  which  the  mail  was  carried  to 
Milan  before  the  Simplon  was  opened. 
The  ascent  to  the  pass  is  very  abrupt, 
and  the  traveller  rises  rapidly  above 
the  littleplain  and  village  of  Macug- 
naga. Tne  path  lies  at  first  through 
a  straggling  forest,  but  the  Alps  or 
pastmrages  are  soon  attained,  and  the 
scene  thence  presented  is  most  magni- 
ficent— all  the  masses  of  this  glorious 
mountain  are  open  to  the  view,  from 
its  peaks,  stiJl  thousands  of  feet  above 
him,  to  the  basin  of  Macugnaga,  now 
thousands  of  feet  below.  Such  a  scene 
cannot  be  conceived,  and  once  seen 
can  never  be  forgotten.  From  the 
high  pasturages  the  path  traverses  a 
stony  and  barren  slope  to  the  snow 
and  glaciers,  which  it  is  necessary  to 
cross.  On  the  summit,  amidst  a  heap 
of  stones,  a  cross  is  placed,  and  the 
traveller  looks  down  on  the  other  side 
of  the  mountfun  towards  the  Yallais, 
and  into  a  scene  of  sterility  which  has 
no  relief 

Before  descending  towards  the  val- 
ley of  Saas,  it  is  desirable  to  walk 
along  the  crest  of  the  Moro  to  the  rt. 
about  ^  m.,   where,  mounting  some 


rocks,  a  glorious  view  offers  itself, 
extending  over  the  valleys  of  Anzasca 
and  Antrona  to  the  plains  of  Italy  and 
the  chain  of  the  Alps,  even  to  its  sub- 
sidence in  the  distant  Tyrol.  The 
traveller  who,  in  going  from  Visp  by 
the  Moro,  wishes  to  shorten  his  route 
and  avoid  Macugnaga,  may  from  the 
summit  of  the  Moro  descend  to  Cam- 
piole  in  the  Val  Anzasca  by  a  tole- 
rable path,  but  he  would  lose  the 
finest  views  of  the  Monte  Rosa. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Monte  Moro  is  9641  English  feet 
{Forbes)  above  the  sea,  and  4  or  5  hrs. 
are  required  to  attain  it  from  Macug- 
naga, "  or  3*  hrs.  without  stopping, 
by  the  most  direct  and  rather  difficult 
path."— I.  D.  G.  The  descent  is  at 
first  difficult  on  the  IS,  slope  of  the 
snow,  but  one  soon  reaches  the  an- 
cient paved  road  which  has  been 
cut  out  of  the  fEice  of  the  precipices, 
and  overhangs  a  deep  hollow  into 
which  the  glaciers  which  stream 
down  from  the  surrounding  peaks 
seem  to  be  poured.  The  spot  is  one 
of  the  most  desolate  in  the  Alps.  Soon 
it  is  necessary  to  cross  a  very  steep 
narrow  slope  of  snow,  which  stretches 
down,  below  where  it  traverses  the 
path,  at  least  500  ft  At  length  the 
paved  road  is  left,  and  no  vestige  can 
be  traced  of  it:  it  has  been  destroyed 
by  the  masses  which  have  fallen  from 
the  precipices  above. 

Professor  Forbes  says, — "  The  de- 
scent to  Saas  is  singularly  easy  and 
pleasant  There  is  a  steep  bed  of 
snow  crossed  at  first,  but  afterwards  a 
gentle  fall  leads  down  the  whole  way 
to  Yisp.  On  the  L  rises  the  Saasgrat, 
a  lofty  chain  of  inaccessible  snowy 
peaks,  separating  the  valley  of  Saas 
from  that  of  Zermatt" 

The  path  now  winds  down  the  vast 
talus  formed  by  these  repeated  falls  of 
rocks,  to  reach  the  scanty  herbage  of 
the  hi^est  pasturages.  From  below 
it  is  impossihle  to  trace  any  path,  or 
even  in  what  direction  the  path  lies, 
by  which  the  descent  has  been  made ; 
yet  it  is  not  a  century  since  this  was 
the  road  by  which  the  courier  regu- 
larly passed  from  Piedmont  to  the 
Yallais. 
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The  pass  of  the  Moro,  and  another 
across  the  glaciers  on  the  rt.  into 
the  Val  Antrona,  are  mentioned  in  an 
old  record  of  the  date  of  1440  as 
^ fort  vieux  passages"  and  great  ex- 
penses were  incurred  in  1724,  and 
again  in  1790,  in  the  endeavour  to 
restore  them,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
conveyance  of  salt  and  other  articles 
of  conmierce,  but  the  new  repairs 
were  soon  destroyed  by  avalanches. 
As  passes  for  commercial  objects,  they 
are  superseded  by  the  Simplon,  and 
they  are  now  only  traversed  by  the 
smuggler  and  the  peasant,  who  de- 
spise the  danger  or  the  <^fficulty  if 
they  find  it  the  shortest  path  to  a  fair 
or  a  festa. 

The  debris  of  fallen  mountains,  and 
the  enormous  glaciers  which  surround 
the  traveller,  give  a  fearful  impres- 
sion of  desolation.  In  an  hour,  how- 
ever, he  reaches  the  chdlets  of  Destal, 
where  he  may  get  refreshments  of 
milk,  cheese,  and  e^s,  but  they  are 
deserted  early  in  the  autumn. 

From  Destal  a  difficult  path  crosses 
the  mountains  into  the  Val  Antrona, 
a  valley  that  debouches  into  the  Yal 
d*Ossola. 

Soon  after  quitting  the  chdlets,  the 
path  leads  down  to  a  dreary  lake 
called  the  Matmarksee,  formed  by 
the  melting  of  the  glaciers.  A  great 
glacier^  in  fact,  dams  the  valley,  and 
uiese  waters  accumulate  within  it. 
From  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  the 
view  of  the  N.  side  of  the  Cima  de 
Jazi,  and  some  of  the  peaks  of  the 
Monte  Kosa,  present  a  scene  of  savage 
sublimity.  It  is  necessary  to  skirt  the 
dam  of  ice  and  descend  below  it — an 
afPair  of  no  great  difficulty;  the  cattle 
are  made  to  ascend  and  traverse  it 
to  reach  their  pasturages.  From  be- 
low, this  barrier  of  ice  appears  effec- 
tually to  close  the  valley. 

From  this  barrier  the  path  lies 
down  the  valley,  still  sterile  and  fiUed 
with  rocks  and  stones:  the  Bhodo- 
dendron,  however,  and  a  little  brush- 
wood, give  evidence  of  improved  ve- 
getation. About  an  hour  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  village  of 

Zurmegem  or  Zurmicran.  From 
this  village  a  path  crosses  the  moun- 


tains on  the  eastern  side,  and  leads  to 
Antrona ;  and  on  the  W.  another  path 
leads  over  snows  and  glaciers  of  the 
Mont  Fee  to  Zermatt  in  the  vaUey  of 
St.  Nicolas.  This  presents  a  tenrific 
appearance,  but  it  is  said  to  be  without 
danger,  though  the  traveller  must  be 
an  hour  and  a  half  on  the  glaciers. 

About  an  hour  below  Zurmegera 
lies  the  village  of  AllmagelL  B^ore 
reaching  it,  larches  and  pines  are 
passed,  but  tbej^  are  stunted  from 
their  great  elevation.  After  crossing-  a 
little  plain,  a  rugged  path  leads  down 
by  a  hamlet,  and  the  traveller  passes 
under  Mont  Fee,  whose  bright  snows, 
rising  above  a  forest  of  pines,  give  a 
singularly  beautiful  appearance  to  the 
mountain.  Soon  after  he  arrives  at 
the  little  plain  and  village  of 

Saasj  the  principal  commune  of  the 
valley.  Inns :  Zur  Sonne,  very  good 
and  homely ;  excellent  vin  d'Asti; 
kept  by  a  civil  and  honest  fellow, 
Moritz  Zurbrucken,  one  of  the  best 
guides  in  the  valley; — H.  du  Mont 
Bosa. 

"  Saas  is  a  good  resting-place.  The 
parish  priest,  Herr  Imseng,  is  an  ex- 
perienced and  adventurous  moun- 
taineer, and  very  ready  to  give  in- 
formation to  travellers.  Franz  An- 
thamatten  is  a  capital  guide,  honest, 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  country. 
A  spare  hour  or  two  should  by  all 
means  be  devoted  to  ascend  to  the 
secluded  hamlet  of  F^,  nearly  oppo- 
site Saas,  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
valley :  it  is  romantically  situated  in 
the  midst  of  an  amphitheatre  of  gla- 
ciers."—G.  M.  S. 

[Ascent  of  the  Moro  from  Saas. — 
Mules  may  be  hired  at  Saas.  You 
can  ride  as  far  as  Zelliboden.  4  hours, 
and  about  ^  an  hour  from  the  Ch&lets 
of  Destal.  You  then  ascend  and  cross 
very  steep  slopes  of  snow,  and  reach 
the  summit  in  about  50  min.  A  good 
guide  is  absolutely  necessary  for  this 
pass.  The  summit  should  be  reached 
betimes  in  the  morning,  before  the 
mists  arise  to  obscure  the  view  of 
Monte  Eosa,  the  grand  object  from  the 
top  and  during  the  descent.  The 
path  on  the  Ittdian  side  is  very  steep 
and  rugged.    The  descent  to  Macng- 
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naga  takes  between  3  and  4  hours." — 
G.  M.  S.] 

The  plain  of  Saas  is  beautiful 
amidst  the  wild  scenery  which  sur- 
rounds it :  it  is  nearly  1  m.  long,  and 
its  verdant  meadows  are  refreshing 
to  look  upon  after  the  sterility  of 
the  upper  valley  and  the  pass  of  the 
Moro. 

An  avalanche  which  fell  April, 
1849,  and  destroyed  several  lives  and 
houses,  has  for  a  time  spread  havoc 
and  an  air  of  desolation  over  the  lower 
outskirts.  Yet  travellers  would  do 
weU  to  stay  a  dav  or  two  at  Saas,  to 
explore  the  neigh  oourhood,  under  the 
guidance  of  mine  host  of  the  Sun,  or 
of  the  cure,  a  famous  chamois-hunter. 
"No  one  should  omit  to  visit  the  Valine 
de  Fee,  less  than  2  hours'  walk  from 
Saas.  The  head  of  the  valley  resem- 
bles the  Cirques  of  the  Pyrenees,  but 
pn  a  grander  scale."— L  D.  G.  &  F. 

Immediately  below  the  plain  of  Saas 
the  valley  becomes  a  defile,  and  rocks 
in  the  wildest  disorder  mark  the  de* 
solating  effect  of  winter  upon  the 
precipices  which  bound  the  valley^ 
Some  mountain  cataracts,  of  consider- 
able height  and  volume,  pour  them- 
selves into  this  deep  ravine.  The  tor- 
rent of  the  Saas  is  often  traversed  in 
the  descent. 

The  valley  of  Saas  is  formed  of  a 
succession  of  ravines  and  little  plains. 
About  }  of  an  hour  below  Saas,  and 
below  a  rugged  path  in  a  narrow  de- 
file, the  little  plain  of  Aballa  opecs, 
and  presents  its  village  and  church 
amidst  meadows,  gar&ns,  and  other 
evidence  of  a  lower  region  and  more 
favoured  vegetatioiL  Below  Aballa 
the  valley  Womes  again  a  gorge  of 
the  wildest  character ;  and  in  tne  2 
hrs.  required  from  Aballa  to  Stalden, 
the  path  lies  almost  continually  amidst 
scenes  nowhere  surpassed  in  the  Alps 
for  the  savage  wilcmess  of  their  cha- 
racter. How  dangerous  it  has  been 
to  travellers,  crushed  by  rocks  that 
have  fallen  from  above,  or  who  have 
fallen  over  the  precipices,  along  which 
the  path  is  carried,  is  shown  by  the 
numerous  crosses  stuck  in  places  of 
danger:  more  than  150  of  these  are 
placed    between  Saas    and   Stalden. 


From  Zermatt  to  Stalden  is  between 
6  and  7  hours'  hard  walking. 

"  The  valley  of  Saas,"  says  Brocke- 
don,  "  is  the  narrowest  that  I  have 
yet  passed  in  Switzerland.  The  sides 
were  excessively  steep,  and  terminated 
in  a  deep,  narrow  bed,  through  which 
the  river  tore  its  foaming  way,  I 
had  to  cross  it  three  times,  and  over 
bridges  so  ill  constructed,  with  only  a 
few  pines  laid  across,  that  thev  moved 
loosely  under  the  animal's  feet,  and 
the  whole  fabric  shook  as  if  an  infant 
could  have  overthrown  it.  Some 
bridges  in  the  valley  are  at  fearful 
heights  above  the  torrent:  one  of 
these,  which  I  sketched,  about  2  m. 
above  Stalden,  serves  for  communi- 
cation between  some  cottages  and  the 
opposite  mountain.  Its  height  above 
the  water  is  from  200  to  300  ft. ; 
and  the  cottages  are  so  placed  on  the 
cliff  that  a  Ime  dropped  from  them 
would  hang  far  over  the  torrent  on 
the  other  side.  I  have  nowhere  else 
seen  such  rugged  wildness :  the  huge 
old  larches  which  overhung  the  deep 
gorges  of  the  river  were  of  immense 
size;  and  their  giant  limbs  and  roots, 
thrown  about  in  a  savage  grandeur, 
were  quite  In  accordance  with  the 
surrounding  scenery.  The  ravine 
slopes  steeply  to  the  torrent  from 
Stalden  to  Saas,  except  at  the  litde 
plain  of  Aballa ;  and  the  small  quan- 
tity of  barley  raised  is  grown  in  such 
difficult  situations  that  one  wonders 
that  the  labour  is  not  an  obstacle  to 
any  attempt  to  cultivate  it" 

Immediately  before  arriving  at 
Stalden,  the  torrent  of  the  Saas,  and 
that  of  the  Matter,  or  St  Nicolas 
valley,  meet  and  rush  with  fury 
through  the  lofty  arch  of  an  Alpine 
stone  bridge,  from  which  the  scene  is 
very  grand. 

A  little  below  the  confluence,  and 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  river,  is  situated 
the  village  of 

Stalden.  Here  there  is  a  poor  Inn 
H  hr.  is  yet  necessary  for  reaching 
Visp  in  the  Vallais.  After  the  gran- 
deur of  the  valley  of  Saas,  the  scenery 
below  Stalden  is  tame. 

li  h.  Visp  (Rte.  59).  Inn:  Soleil, 
&C.    The  village  offers  many  pictu- 
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resqae  points  of  view.  The  snowy 
peaks  bounding  the  view  on  looking 
up  the  valley  from  the  bridge  are  gene- 
rally pointed  out  as  Monte  Rosa,  but 
the  "  queen  of  the  Alps  "  cannot  be 
seen  from  Visp.  Those  peaks  are  on 
the  Saas  Grat,  which  divides  the  val- 
leys of  Saas  and  St.  Nicolas,  the  huge 
"N.  spur  of  the  group  of  Monte  Rosa. 
They  overhang  the  glaciers  which  are 
crossed  in  going  from  AUmagell  to 
Zermatt  by  the  path  already  men- 
tioned. 
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visp  to  chatillon  in  the  val 
d'aosta,  by  zermatt  and  the 
pass  of  the  mont  cervin,  matter- 
joch,  or  cx)l  st,  theodule. — ^tour 
of  monte  rosa. 

The  journey  to  Zermatt  from  Visp 
is  a  short  one  of  9  hours  only,  and  St. 
Nicolas  is  about  halfway.  Starting 
the  next  morning  very  early  from 
Zermatt,  you  may  cross  the  glaciers, 
and  with  hard  walking  reach  the 
Yal  d'Aosta  at  Chatillon  the  same 
evening,  that  is,  supposing  the  effort 
of  the  traveller  be  to  reach  Chatillon 
from  Visp  in  2  days.  The  more  fre- 
quent practice,  however,  is  to  go  to 
Zermatt  on  the  1st  day,  to  Val  Tour- 
nanche  on  the  2nd,  and  Chatillon  on 
the  3rd. 

It  is  not  quite  2  hours'  walk  from 
Visp,  by  the  bridge  of  Neubriick  (a 
fine  view  hence),  to 

StaJden  (Rte.  105),  where  the  val- 
leys of  Saas  and  St.  Nicolas  divide. 
H!ence,  ascending  by  the  road  on  the 
rt.,  without  crossing  the  torrent,  you 
enter  the  Matterthal  or  valley  of  St. 
Nicolas.  The  road  is  carried  along 
the  steep  slope  of  the  side  of  the 
mountain  which  bounds  and  narrows 
the  valley,  where  the  furious  torrent 
descending  from  Zermatt  foams  in  its 
deep  course  far  below  the  path  of  the 
traveller.  The  vast  buttress  which, 
resting  against  Monte  Rosa,  stretches 
down  towards  the  Vallais,  dividing 
the  valley  of  the  Saas  from  that  of  St. 
Nicolas,  terminates  at  the  confluence 
of   the    rivers    which  flow    through 


these  valleys.  The  slope  at  the  con- 
fluence is  richly  wooded,  and  among 
its  forests  and  pasturages  the  village 
of  Grenchen  is  seen  on  the  L,  in  the 
valley  of  St.  Nicolas.  It  is  remark- 
able as  the  birthplace  of  Thomas 
Platter,  the  reformer,  who  was  a  phy- 
sician of  Basle.  This  village  the  guides 
rarely  fail  to  point  out 

The  way  to  St.  Nicolas  is  not  so 
fearfully  savage  as  the  path  up  the 
valley  of  Saas,  though,  out  for  the 
immediate  comparison,  the  Val  St. 
Nicolas  is  wild  enough  to  satisfy  a 
lover  of  Alpine  scenes.  The  village  of 

2  h.  St  Nicolas,  the  chief  place  in 
the  valley,  is  agreeably  situated  amidst 
the  orchards  and  forests  which  enrich 
its  immediate  vicinity.  The  house  of 
the  cure  is  usually  resorted  to  by 
strangers,  and  his  hospitality  never 
fails,  but  there  is  a  small  Inn  ^teme), 
kept  by  civil  people. 

Above  St  Nicolas  the  valley  be- 
comes much  narrower:  owing  to  the 
steepness  of  the  mountains  on  the  1. 
bank  there  are  few  habitations  and 
little  cultivation.  The  path  in  many 
places  is  carried  along  a  steep  slope 
where  a  slip  would  hurry  the  unfortu- 
nate passenger  to  his  certain  destruc- 
tion. Hereabouts  several  wild  and 
bridgeless  torrents  cross  the  path, 
whidi  in  bad  weather  must  make  it 
nearly  impassable.  The  valley  widens 
before  arriving  at  Herbriiggen,  and 
passes  near  a  fine  glacier  descending 
From  the  Schallhorn,  and  rt.  a  cascade 
which  merits  notice.  The  next  village 
above  Herbriiggen  is 

2  h.  Randa,  situated  among  exten- 
sive meadows,  opposite  a  gap  in  the 
precipice  walling  in  the  valley  on  the 
W.,  through  which  the  Bies  glacier 
descends  from  the  Weisshorn,  which 
is  here  left  behind. 

In  1819,  Dec.  27,  an  avalanche  dis- 
charged itself  through  this  gap  from  a 
Erecipice  of  the  Weisshorn,  1500  ft. 
igh,  behind  (N.  of)  the  village  of 
Randa;  it  did  not  reach  it  in  descend- 
ing, but  passed  a  little  on  one  side  of  it, 
yet  the  mere  draught  of  air  produced 
by  a  fall  from  such  a  vast  elevation  de- 
stroyed the  greater  part  of  the  houses, 
scattering  the  timbers  of  which  they 
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were  built  like  straws,  over  the  moun- 
tain side,  to  the  distance  of  a  mile,  and 
hurling  millstones  many  fathoms  up 
hilL 

About  an  hour  higher  up  than 
Banda  is  a  larger  Tillage — Tesch, — 
where,  if  foul  weather  should  over- 
take the  traveller,  he  has  little  chance 
of  comfort.  A  rough  path  leads  in  7 
or  8  hours  to  Saas. 

Above  Tesch  the  valley  is  con- 
tracted by  a  projecting  rocky  barrier, 
on  surmountmg  which  a  grand  view 
of  Mont  Cervin,  or  Matterhom,  distin- 
guished from  lUl  other  peaks  by  its 
slender,  isolated  pyramic^  opens,  and 
soon  after  a  view  is  obtained  of 

2  h.  Zermatt  (called  ]E*raborgne  in 
Piedmont).  Inn,  kept  by  Lauber,  the 
village  doctor,  is  praised  by  Forbes, 
and  is  particularly  clean  and  good. — 
W.  J.  F,  A  new  Inn  was  built  1852. 
The  best  map  of  the  neighbouring 
valleys  (Studers,  Zurich,  1849)  may 
be  had  of  Lauber,  price  5  or  6  frs. 
This  elevated  and  retired  village 
is  placed,  with  its  neat  church,  in 
the  little  plain  of  Zermatt,  amidst 
the  grandest  scenery  of  nature,  sur- 
rounded by  forests  of  pines  and  vast 
glaciers.  It  stands  near  the  junction 
of  3  valleys,  each  headed  by  a  glacier. 
E.  is  the  Findelen  Glacier,  S.  the 
Zermatt  or  Gorner  Glacier,  and  W. 
the  Zmutt  Glacier.  It  dispUiys  more 
cleanness  and  comfort  among  its  in- 
habitants than  is  to  be  found  in  many 
E laces  of  greater  pretensions.  This 
as  perhaps  been  effected  by  the 
influx  of  strangers,  for  many  mine- 
ralogists, botanists,  and  entomologists 
come  here  to  collect  rich  harvests  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  intercourse 
with  the  Val  d'Aosta  by  the  Mont 
Cervin  is  not  frequent  enough  to  pro- 
duce such  an  effect  upon  the  manners 
and  character  of  the  inhabitants, — the 
example  of  the  worthy  cure  may  how- 
ever nave  done  much.  Here  many 
days  may  be  spent  in  excursions  to 
the  glaciers  and  points  of  view  with 
which  the  neighbourhood  abounds. 

But  the  grand  object  of  a  visit  to 
Zermatt  is  the  Mont  Cervin  (Germ. 
Matterhom,  Ital.  Monte  SUvio),  which, 
from  the  village,  is  seen  to  rise  in  sin- 


gfular  beauty  and  magnificence  against 
the  sky,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and 
more  than  4000  ft.  of  elevation  above 
the  bed  of  ice  from  which  it  seems  to 
spring.  In  the  whole  chain  of  the 
Alps  not  one  object  offers  so  striking 
an  appearance  as  this  remarkable 
mountain,  which  lifts  itself  from  an 
otherwise  unbroken  line  of  glacier, 
which  is  more  than  11,000  Eng.  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  :  this  scene 
alone  would  repay  the  trouble  of  a  visit 
to  Zermatt  from  Visp. 

Prof.  Forbes  describes  the  view  of 
the  Cervin  from  it  «  as  beyond  com- 
parison the  most  striking  natural  ob- 
iect  he  had  seen,—  an  inaccessible  obe- 
lisk of  rock,  not  1000  ft.  lower'  than 
Mont  Blanc." 

The  Cervin, — **  A  group  of  broken 
walls,  one  of  them  overhanging, 
crowned  with  a  cornice  nodding  some 
160  ft.  over  its  massy  flank,  3000 
above  its  glaoier  base,  and  14,000 
above  the  sea, — a  wall  truly  of  some 
majesty,  at  once  the  most  precipitous, 
and  the  strongest  mass  in  the  whole 
chain  of  the  Alps — the  Mont  Cervin. 
It  has  been  falsely  represented  as  a 
peak  or  tower.  It  is  a  vast  rigid  pro- 
montory, connected  at  its  western 
root  with  the  Dent  d*Erin,  and  lifting 
itself  like  a  rearing  horse  with  its 
face  to  the  E.  All  away  along  the 
flank  of  it,  for  ^  a  day's  journey  on 
the  Zmutt  Glacier,  the  grim  black 
terraces  of  its  foundations  range  al- 
most without  a  break ;  and  the  clouds, 
when  their  day's  work  is  done,  and 
they  are  weary,  lay  themselves  down 
on  those  foundation  steps,  and  rest 
till  dawn  :  each  with  his  leagues  of 
grey  mantle  stretched  along  the  grisly 
ledge,  and  the  cornice  of  the  mighty 
wall  gleaming  in  the  moonlight  3000  ft. 
above. 

"  The  eastern  face  of  the  promontory 
is  hewn  down,  as  if  by  the  single  sweep 
of  a  sword,  from  the  crest  of  it  to  the 
base — hewn  concave  and  smooth  like 
the  hollow  of  a  wave.  On  each  flank 
of  it  there  is  set  a  buttress,  both  of 
about  equal  height,  their  heads  sloped 
out  from  the  main  wall  about  700  ft. 
below  its  summit.  That  on  the  N.  is 
the  most  important ;  it  is  as  sharp  as 
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the  frontal  angle  of  a  bastion,  and 
sloped  sheer  away  to  the  N.E.,  throw- 
ing out  spur  beyond  spur,  until  it  ter- 
minates in  a  long,  low  curve  of  russet 
precipices,  at  whose  feet  a  great  bay 
of  the  glacier  of  the  Col  de  Cervin  lies 
as  level  as  a  lake.  This  spur  is  one 
of  the  few  points  from  which  the  mass 
of  the  Mont  Cervin  is  in  anywise  ap- 
proachable. It  is  a  continuation  of 
the  masonry  of  the  mountain  itself, 
and  affords  us  the  means  of  examining 
the  character  of  its  materials. 

"  Few  architects  would  like  to  build 
with  them.  The  slope  of  the  rocks  to 
the  N.W.  is  covered  2  ft.  deep  with 
their  ruins,  a  mass  of  loose  and  slaty 
shale,  of  a  duU,  brick-red  colour,  which 
yields  beneath  the  foot  like  ashes  ;  so 
that  in  running  down,  you  step  one 
yard  and  slide  three.  The  rock  is 
indeed  hard  beneath,  but  still  dis- 
posed in  thin  courses  of  these  cloven 
shales,  so  finely  laid  that  they  look  in 
places  more  like  a  heap  of  crushed 
autamn  leaves  than  a  rock,  and  the 
first  sensation  is  one  of  unmitigated 
surprise,  as  if  the  mountain  were  up- 
held by  miracle.  But  surprise  be- 
comes more  intelligent  reverence  for 
the  Great  Builder,  when  we  find  in  the 
middle  of  the  mass  of  these  dead  leaves 
a  course  of  living  rock  of  quartz,  as 
white  as  the  snow  that  encircles  it, 
and  harder  than  a  bed  of  steel.  It  is 
only  one  of  a  thousand  iron  bands 
that  knit  the  strength  of  the  mighty 
mountain.  Through  the  buttress  and 
the  wall  alike  the  courses  of  its  varied 
masonry  are  seen  in  their  successive 
order,  smooth,  and  true  as  if  laid  by 
line  and  plummet,  but  of  thickness 
and  strength  continually  varying,  and 
vnth  silver  cornices  glittermg  along 
the  edge  of  each,  laid  by  the  snowy 
winds  and  carved  by  the  sunshine — 
stainless  ornaments  of  the  eternal 
temple,  by  which  *  neither  the  hammer 
nor  the  axe,  nor  any  tool  was  heard 
while  it  was  building.'  " — Euskin, 

Guides, — There  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  good  guides  at  Zermatt;  the 
only  difficulty  is  to  find  a  medium 
of  communication.  Jean  Baptiste 
Brantschen  speaks  a  little  French,  and 
is  one  of  the  best— intelligent,  trusty, 


and  collected.  Stephen  and  Joseph 
Biener,  and  Matthaus  Fangwald,  are 
also  to  be  trusted.  Beware  of  inferior 
guides:  two  of  these,  names  imknown, 
in  crossing  the  Cervin,  when  the  snow 
was  hard  and  slippery,  refused  to  stir 
unless  the  English  traveller,  whom 
they  accompanied  (E.  C),  would  go 
first  and  make  the  footsteps!!  T%e 
recommendation  of  the  innkeeper  at 
Zermatt  may  be  trusted. 

a.  No  one  should  omit,  on  any  ac- 
count, to  ascend  the  Biffelbebg  :  the 
panorama  from  the  top  is  certainly  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  extraordinary 
in  the  Alps. 

The  ascent  of  the  Biffelberg  is  a 
pleasant  and  easy  excursion  of  about 
6  hrs.,  the  chief  part  of  which  might 
probably  be  done  with  a  mule.  Two 
hours  and  a  half  of  rapid  ascent  from 
Zermatt  bring  the  traveller  to  the 
edge  of  a  wild  precipice,  opposite  to 
the  Breithom,  but  separated  from  the 
main  chain  of  the  Alps  by  a  deep 
valley  occupied  by  the  great  Gomer- 
gletscher.  Another  f  of  an  hour  of 
more  gradual  ascent,  skirting  round 
the  base  of  the  high  peak,  called  the 
Riffelhom,  leads  to  another  similar, 
but  still  greater  point  of  view,  com- 
manding the  whole  chain  of  Monte 
Bosa,  from  the  Breithom  to  its  sum- 
mit, with  the  subordinate  chains  or 
buttresses  which  rise  to  meet  it  from 
the  N.E.  Five  great  glaciers  sweep 
down  from  the  main  chain  of  the  Alps; 
the  Glacier  de  St.  Theodule,  above 
which  is  the  pass  to  Breuil ;  then  the 
Breithom-gletscher  in  two  branches ; 
next  the  Racier  Monte  Rosa  ;  next 
the  Gorner-gletscher,  descending  from 
the  Gomer-hom,  a  point  lying  north- 
ward of  Monte  Bosa,  into  which  fall 
the  other  four,  and  which  itself  de- 
scends into  the  valley  of  Zermatt. 
This  is  called  by  Keller  the  Zermatt- 
gletscher.  From  this  point  a  traverse 
of  f  of  an  hour  across  the  mountain 
leads  to  a  completely  different  scene, 
overlooking  the  Findel-thal,  a  deep 
valley  risinff  up  to  theFindel-gletscher, 
above  whicn  rises  the  Strallhom,  and 
commanding  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
snowy  peaks  which  separate  the  val- 
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ley  of  Zermatt,  on  one  side  from  that 
of  Saas,  and  on  the  other  from  the 
Turtman-thaL 

From  this  point  to  Zermatt  is  a 
descent  of  1^  to  2  hrs.  The  route 
returns  into  the  path  by  which  we  as- 
cended. By  a  circuit  of  -j^  an  hour,  or 
so,  the  foot  of  the  Gomer-gletscher, 
where  the  river  issues  from  it,  may  be 
visited  ;  and  though  the  vault  of  ice, 
in  1840,  was  far  inferior  to  those  of 
the  Glacier  du  Bois,  or  Grindelwald, 
the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  spot  well 
deserves  a  visit.  There  is  no  moraine 
to  deform  it ;  and  here,  I  believe,  one 
may  literally  touch  the  meadows  with 
one  hand,  and  the  glacier  with  the 
other.  Corn-fields  are  seen  above, 
at  a  considerable  elevation,  and  the 
needles  of  ice  which  rise  against  the 
sky  on  the  higher  part  of  ihe  glacier 
contrast  with  the  larches  which  fringe 
the  mountain  side.  Of  near  views  the 
Alps  offer  few  more  lovely,  or  more 
remarkable.  "  The  torrent  from  the 
vault  of  the  glacier  soon  plunges  into 
a  singularly  beautiful  gore  of  ser- 
pentine, the  commencement  of  a  ro- 
mantic forest  ravine,  through  which 
it  leaps  and  struggles  until  it  reaches 
the  plains  of  Zermatt."— I.  D.  G.  The 
descent  from  the  glacier  to  Zermatt 
is  about  45  minutes. 

**  I  strongly  recommend  the  tra- 
veller, if  a  good  walker,  to  go  com- 
pletely round  the  top  of  the  Riffel- 
oerg— surmounting  the  Bothe  Kumm 
and  Gomer  Grat,  which  are  higher 
parts  of  the  same  mountain — ^instead 
of  cutting  across  the  mountain.  The 
view  from  the  S.  extremity  of  the 
summit  (of  Monte  Rosa,  Weiss  Thor, 
and  Cima  de  Jazi)  will  well  repay  for 
the  prolonged  walk,  partly  over  snow. 
From  the  summit  of  the  Biffel,  turn- 
ing vour  face  towards  Visp,  nearly 
due  if.,  there  is  a  wonderful  echo,  re- 
peating 4  or  5  times."— F. 
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h.  The  TTntere  Rothhom  may  be  as- 
cended in  4|  hrs.  The  view,  though 
similar  to  that  from  the  Biffelberg,  is 
more  panoramic  :  you  see  at  one  view 
the  3  chief  glacier  routes  leading  out  of 
the  valley  of  Zermatt,  viz.  the  Matter- 
joch  into  Val  d'Aosta,  the  Weiss  Thor 


into  Val  Anzasca,  and  that  by  Zmutt 
Glacier  into  Val  d'Erin.  There  is 
a  short  and  steep  descent  into  the 
Findel-thaL 

c.  [From  Zermatta  path,  now  coming 
into  use  by  English  travellers,  leads 
directly  across  the  glaciers  of  Monte 
Bosa  to  Macugnaga,  by  a  pass  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Ardte-blanche — 
German  Weissen  Thor,  The  distance  is 
12  hrs.,  and  its  highest  point  exceeds 
12,000  Eng.  ft. 

^  After  sleeping  at  the  highest 
chalets  of  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  about 
1  hr.'s  distance  from  the  village,  I 
started  at  3^  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  of  July  in  the  company  of  2 
guides.  We  ascended  at  first  by  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Gomer  Glacier, 
and  afterwards  upon  it  to  the  region 
of  snow  above  ;  and  thence  winding 
gently  to  the  1.  to  the  sunmiit  of  the 
pass.  This  route  is  a  little  circuitous, 
but  much  easier  and  less  fissured 
than  that  by  the  Findel  Glacier. 
There  are  two  depressions  on  the  top, 
one  to  the  1.  looking  across  the  head 
of  the  vale  of  Saas,  the  other  looking 
down  the  Val  d' Anzasca.  From  the 
•eminence  between  these  a  spur  of 
mountain  stands  out  at  right  angles 
to  the  general  run  of  the  cliff.  The 
road  lies  along  the  ridge  of  this,  which 
is  exceedingly  narrow  for  about  160 
yds.  In  this  part  there  is  barely  foot 
room,  with  a  rormidable  slope  of  snow 
and  then  a  precipitous  fall  on  either 
side.  We  then  descended  a  little  on 
the  Saas  side  of  the  ridge,  and  after 
i  hr.'s  walk  in  a  line  parcel  to  it,  we 
turned  sharply  across  it  to  the  rt,  and 
began  to  go  down  in  good  earnest. 
As  on  this  side  of  the  mountain  every- 
thing was  hid  in  mist,  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  along,  and  it  was 
twice  thought  prudent  to  lower  the 
leading  guide  and  me  some  30  ft.  by 
rope,  the  last  guide  scrambling  down 
as  best  he  could  into  the  arms  of  the 
other.  From  occasional  lifts  of  the 
mist  it  was  plain,  when  it  was  too  late, 
that  by  a  little  detour  this  might  have 
been  avoided.  As  a  great  portion  of 
the  descent  is  effected  by  sliaing  down 
fields  of  snow»  it  is,  although  very 
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steep,  not  so  fatiguing  as  might  be 
expected.  We  arrived  at  Macugnaga, 
after  a  rest  of  an  hour,  at  2  o'clock. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  mag- 
nificent, and  embraces  all  the  high 
points  of  the  southern  Alps  from 
Mont  Blanc  in  the  distance  to  the 
peaks  of  Monte  Kosa  almost  within 
reach.  By  a  litUe  advance  the  Ber- 
nese Alps  are  seen  down  the  valley  of 
Saas.  On  the  Italian  side  there  was 
too  much  mist  for  us  to  see  anything  ; 
in  clear  weather  the  Lago  Maggiore 
must  be  visible.  From  inquiries  on 
the  spot  I  find  that  the  pass  had 
not  been  crossed  from  1 828  to  1849, 
when  it  was  effected  by  3  natives  of 
Zermatt,  one  of  whom  I  fortunately 
secured  as  guide.  I  can  strongly  re- 
commend it  to  all  who  visit  Switzer- 
land either  for  adventure  or  for  moun- 
tain scenery."— J.  C.  A. 

"  I  returned  to  Zermatt  by  the  Gor- 
ner  Gletscher,  traversing  the  great 
plateaux  of  snow  which  surround  the 
peaks  of  Monte  Rosa.  This  is  a 
most  interesting  excursion,  with  a 
very  moderate  degree  of  risk.  Two 
guides  ought,  I  think,  to  be  taken." — 
A.T.M.] 

/.  "Those  who  can  endure  fatigue  will 
be  well  repaid  by  making  an  excursion 
from  Zermatt  to  the  Weiss-thor,  going 
by  the  Findel  Glacier  and  returning 
by  the  Gorner  Glacier :  2  guides  and 
a  rope  are  advisable  on  this  excur- 
sion, as  some  parts  of  the  glacier  are 
much  crevassed,  and  covered  with  a 
treacherous  coating  of  snow.  I  started 
from  Zermatt  at  4  a,m.  ;  I  rode  till 
we  got  on  the  Findel  Glacier,  about 
7  A.M. ;  we  traversed  the  glacier  for 
3|  hrs.,  and  at  10  30  a.m.  reached  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  forming  one 
side  of  the  Weiss-thor,  and  about 
1000  fb.  higher  than  the  pass  itself. 
There  is  apparently  no  other  moun- 
tain between  it  and  the  most  northerly 
summit  of  Monte  Kosa.  You  stand 
at  the  edge  of  a  precipice  which  de- 
scends nearly  abruptly  into  the  Val 
Anzasca,  and  you  have  the  village  of 
Macugnaga  at  your  feet,  several  thou- 
sand feet  below  you.  The  contrast  be- 
tween the  vast  snow-fields  of  Switzer- 
land on  one  side,  and  the  rich  vales 


and  plains  of  Italy  on  the  other,  is 
wonderful :  the  scene  is  beyond  com- 

E arisen  the  most  striking  I  ever  be- 
eld.  We  remained  Ij  hr.  at  the 
summit :  we  then  had  a  toilsome  and 
apparently  not  very  safe  walk  alon^ 
the  Gorner  Glacier  for  3  hrs.  till  we 
reached  Gadmen,  a  natural  excava- 
tion in  the  rock,  with  a  wall  built  up 
in  front  of  it  to  exclude  the  wind  : 
there  we  rested  1|  hr.,  and  then 
skirted  the  rocks  till  we  reached  the 
Rothe  Kumm,  and  thence  by  the  Rif- 
felberg  to  Zermatt,  which  we  reached 
in  3^  hrs.  from  Gadmen.  This  ex- 
cursion is  very  fatiguing ;  but  in  fa- 
vourable weather,  and  with  good 
guides,  and  a  rope  to  attach  your- 
selves one  to  another,  not  dangerous, 
so  far  as  I  could  see." 

d,  "  The  ascent  to  the  Schwartzsee 
occupies  about  3  hours  from  Zermatt. 
Ladies  can  ride  all  the  way;  but  the 
ascent,  though  not  dangerous,  is  in 
part  very  steep  and  fatiguing.  The 
Schwartzsee  is  a  little  lake,  or  rather 
pond,  at  an  elevation  of  8000  to  9000 
teet,  on  a  buttress  of  the  Matterhom, 
with  a  lone  chapel  beside  it.  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  spot  itself; 
but  the  low  ridge  east  of  it  commands 
a  superb  panoramic  view  of  the  whole 
basin  of  Zermatt,  vdth  its  surrounding 
mountains  :  a  view  decidedly  finer 
than  that  from  the  RiffeL  Here  the 
Matterhom,  rising  overhead,  is  the 
principal  object;  but  the  view  also 
embraces  the  whole  extent  of  the  Gor- 
nergletscher,  to  the  top  of  Monte 
Rosa.  A  still  finer  view  is  obtained 
by  mounting  the  rocky^  peak  above  the 
lake,  called  the  Homli,  an  hour's  steep 
ascent,  in  part  over  ice.  Either  from 
this  point,  or  from  the  Schwartzsee,  a 
different  route  may  be  taken,  descend- 
ing westward  to  the  foot  of  the  great 
glacier  of  Zmutt,  and  through  that 
village,  following  the  torrent,  along 
the  W.  branch  of  the  valley  to  Zer- 
matt This  route  passes  through  fine 
large  forests,  and  aboimds  in  most 
singular  and  beautiful  pictures.  It 
crosses  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
of  large  span,  at  an  immense  height 
above  the  water.    The  descent  this 
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way  is  less  steep,  but  rather  longer: 
it  will  take  about  3^  hours/' 

e.  "  Those  who  do  not  intend  cross- 
ing into  the  Val  d'Aosta  from  Zer- 
matt  by  the  Matterjoch  (see  below), 
will  be  gratified  by  ascending  to  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass.  The  scenery 
is  grand  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
the  excursion  neither  dangerous,  dif- 
ficult, nor  -very  fatiguing,  unless  the 
snow  be  very  soft.  It  is  possible  to 
ride  as  far  as  the  glacier  in  2^  hrs. 
from  Zermatt :  it  then  takes  2^  hrs.' 
good  walking  to  reach  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  the  view  from  which  is  in- 
deed magnificent.  The  return  to 
Zermatt  might  be  made  in  3|  hrs." 

PASS  OF  THE  MONT  CERVIN,  HATTEB- 
JOCH,  OB  ST.  THl^ODULE. 

**  Though  unattended  with  danger 
with  good  guides  and  in  fine  weather, 
the  passage  should  on  no  account  be 
attempted  if  there  be  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  a  storm;  and  no  single 
traveller  is  justified  in  undertaking  it 
in  any  weather  with  less  than  two 
guides,  provided  with  ropes,  &c.  This 
advice  is  given  by  one  who  has  had 
sad  experience  of  the  danger  of  ne&^- 
lecting  these  precautions,  as  in  the 
summer  of  '45  the  writer,  attended 
by  only  one  guide,  being  caught  on 
the  summit  in  a  storm,  escaped  ^om 
a  dreadful  death  by  the  mercy  of  God 
alone,  his  unfortunate  guide  perishing 
within  a  few  naces  of  nim  in  a  *  cre- 
vasse' 186  ft.  aeep.  It  is  far  better  to 
start  from  Zermatt  than  Val  Tour- 
nanche,  the  guides  and  accommoda- 
tion on  that  side  of  the  mountain 
being  infinitely  superior." — E.  C.  K. 

On  quitting  Zermatt  the  torrent  of 
Zmutt  is  crossed,  and  you  wind  up 
the  steep  pastures  skirting  the  W. 
edge  of  tne  glacier  of  Gomer.  There 
is  another  cluster  of  huts  and  granges 
called  Zumsee,  still  further  up  the 
little  plain  of  Zermatt ;  it  lies  close  to 
the  glaciers  of  the  Breithom,  but  is 
passed  on  the  1.  by  the  traveller  who 
approaches  the  Cervin.  About  an 
hour  above  Zermatt  the  path  ab- 
ruptly ends  in  a  deep  rift  in  the  moun- 
tain, in  the  depths  of  which  the  tor- 


rents from  the  glaciers  of  the  Cervin 
are  seen  to  struggle  and  force  their 
way  into  the  valley  of  Zermatt.  A 
path  has  been  cut  out  of  the  over- 
hanging rock  to  reach  a  wild  Alpine 
bridge  by  which  the  torrent  is  crossed, 
and  the  ascent  to  the  Cervin  abruptly 
commences  by  a  path  which  passes  by 
some  granges  and  up  a  rugged  course 
through  a  pine  forest,  in  which,  how- 
ever, it  does  not  long  continue,  but 
enters  upon  some  scanty  pasturages 
enamelled  with  flowers,  and  making  a 
considerable  detour  to  the  rt.,  soon 
leaves  the  traveller  to  wander  up  a 
trackless  course  of  loose  schist,  sodden 
with  the  waters  from  the  glaciers. 
Often  it  is  necessary  to  traverse  deep 
watercourses  cut  by  the  streams.  This 
fatiguing  ascent  offers  little  variety 
until  he  reach  the  glaciers,  which  is 
only  after  a  fatiguing  march  of  3A  or 
4  hrs.  from  Zermatt,  and  2  long  hrs. 
are  still  required  to  reach  the  summit 
on  the  glaciers,  which  are  free  from 
danger,  though  deep  rifts  on  the  L 
point  out  the  risk  of  deviating  from 
the  true  course. 

From  the  summit  of  the  pass  of 
the  Mont  Cervin  (5^  or  6  hrs.  from 
Zermatt),  which  exceeds  11,000  Eng. 
ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  scene 
around  is  one  of  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence ;  the  eye  wanders  over  a  vast 
intervening  country  to  the  Bernese 
Alps,  sweeps  round'  by  the  Breithom 
and  Monte  Bosa,  looks  down  upon  a 
thousand  peaks  towards  Piedmont,  and 
rests  upon  that  wonder  of  the  Alps, 
a  pinnacle  of  rock,  the  Cervin  or 
Matterhorn,  in  immediate  proximity, 
whose  peak  is  15,200  English  feet 
above  tne  sea.  During  the  ascent, 
this  glorious  object — the  motive  for 
his  journey,  the  reward  of  his  exertion 
— is  constantly  before  the  traveller. 

On  the  actual  crest  of  the  Col  there 
is  some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  space 
so  exposed  that  the  snow  cannot  rest 
upon  It.  Here  Saussure  remained  3 
days,  with  his  son  and  attendants, 
engaged  in  experiments  at  this  ele- 
vation. Traces  of  the  rude  cabins 
in  which  they  sheltered  still  exist,  and 
also  of  a  redoubt  thrown  up  3  cen- 
turies ago    by  the    Yallaisans,  and 
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known  by  the  name  of  Fort  St. 
Theodule  :  it  never  could  have  been 
intended  for  serious  defence,  but 
placed  there  with  a  silly  military 
swagger,  which  the  Swiss  displayed 
at  that  time,  to  mark  that  they  claimed 
as  their  frontier  the  crest  of  the  Alps. 

From  the  summit  the  descent  to- 
wards the  Val  d' Aosta  still  lies  over 
the  glacier  for  2  hours,  thence  down 
the  steep  and  loose  moraines,  swampy 
and  dimcult  of  descent,  for  2  hours 
more,  before  the  traveller  can  reach 
the  chalets  of  Mont  Jumont, — ^the  first 
on  the  side  of  Piedmont,  without  even 
any  summer  residence  of  man  inter- 
vening between  Zumsee,  the  last 
habitation  in  Switzerland,  and  this 
place,  a  distance  of  9  hours.  About 
an  hour  below  the  ch^ets  of  Mont 
Jumont  is  tiie  plain  of  Breuil,  where 
there  are  many  granges,  and  a  chapel, 
in  which,  once  a  year,  during  the 
resort  to  the  pasturages  in  these  high 
regions,  service  is  performed.  The 
plain  of  Breuil  appears  to  have  an- 
ciently been  a  lake.  From  its  lower  ex- 
tremity the  peak  of  the  Cervin  is  seen 
on  the  side  opposite  to  Switzerland, 
but  still  towering  over  its  enormous 
bed  of  glaciers. 

Below  the  plain  of  Breuil,  the  route 
descends  by  a  wild  and  deep  gorge, 
through  which  a  torrent  rushes,  and 
scarcely  leaves  space  enough  for  a 
path  by  the  side  of  the  rock ;  through 
this  savage  ravine,  one  of  the  wildest 
in  the  Alps,  the  traveller  passes  for 
about  2  hrs.,  and  then  reaches  the 
first  village — 

Val  Toumanche  (no  Inn,  but  the 
Cure  will  receive  strangers,  ladies  as 
well  as  ^ntlemen :  5  or  6  francs  is 
the  usual  douceur  given  for  bed,  sup- 
per, and  breakfeist).  This  hamlet  is 
composed  of  many  houses  scattered 
over  the  slopes  of  an  amphitheatre  of 
rich  pasturage,  surrounded  by  moun- 
tains. 

Here  the  Piedmontese  officers  of 
the  customs,  or,  as  they  are  called, 
Preposes,  are  stationed.  The  difficult 
and  dangerous  passes  into  the  Vallais 
are  the  surest  courses  for  smugglers. 
Formerly,  in  defiance  of  Napoleon  and 
his  Berhn  decrees,  they  passed  these  | 


frightful  solitudes  laden  with  British 
muslins,  tempted  by  a  high  reward  ; 
but  sometimes  they  were  shot  by  the 
prepose  stationed  at  points  of  obser- 
vation. 

From  the  village  of  Val  Tour- 
nanche  to  Chatillon  is  a  journey  of 
about  3^^  hrs.,  generally  deep  in  the 
ravine  through  which  the  Toumanche 
foams ;  2  or  3  little  hamlets  are 
passed,  the  principal  of  which  is  Antey. 
On  approaching  Chatillon  the  road 
rises  high  up  on  the  side  of  the  ra- 
vine, and  winds  amidst  enormous 
blocks  of  serpentine  which  have 
fallen  from  the  mountains,  whose  sides 
and  bases  bound  the  gorge.  The  arid 
fax^es  of  the  rocks,  whence  these  have 
been  detached,  present  the  richest 
colours  to  the  pencil  of  the  artist,  and 
the  vast  trunks  and  wild  branches  of 
the  chestnut  and  walnut  trees  increase 
the  picturesque  character  of  the  valley. 
Through  a  forest  of  these  the  path 
descends,  and  on  emerging  from  it, 
the  Val  d* Aosta  opens,  the  old  and 
new  bridges  of  Ch&tillon  spanning 
with  their  single  arches  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Toumanche  ;  and  be- 
yond, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Val 
d*  Aosta,  the  ruins  of  the  Castled'  Usselle 
on  a  projecting  knoll  of  rock,  washed 
round  its  base  by  the  torrent,  present 
those  materials  of  the  picturesque  for 
which  the  valley  of  Aosta  is  so  cele- 
brated. 

The  bridges  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  objects  at 

Chatillon.  {Inn :  Lion  d'Or ;  best, 
and  fair,  though  dirty.— E.  B.)  That 
over  which  the  high  road  now  passes 
is  a  very  fine  single  arch,  thrown 
across  a  deep  gulf.  From  it  are  seen, 
further  down  Sie  torrent,  the  remains 
of  a  R(yman  bridge,  also  a  single,  and 
still  an  entire  arch  ;  and  immediately 
over  it  another  bridge,  which  served 
its  purpose  for  many  ages,  but  has 
now  been  superseded  by  the  new 
bridge  and  its  improved  approaches. 

In  the  depth  of  the  gul^  and  a  little 
up  the  stream,  are  forges,  strangely 
placed  there,  for  the  sake  of  the  water 
power  in  working  the  tilts ;  a  wild 
path  leads  down  to  them,  and  the 
view  of  the  bridges  from  the  bottom 
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of  the  rayine  forms  one  of  the  most 
striking  scenes  in  the  valley.  Cha- 
tillon  contains  a  convent  of  Capuchins. 

OTHER  EXCURSIONS  ROUND  MONTE 
ROSA — FROM  ZERMATT. 

"  Another  practicable  route  from 
Zermatt,  over  an  untra veiled  country, 
may  be  taken,  direct  to  Sion,  by  the 
EringerthaU  This  is  two  day s' work : 
the  way  lies  up  the  Zmutt-gletscher, 
and  across  the  chain  which,  descend- 
ing from  the  Matterhom,  branches 
out  into  the  chains  which  separate  the 
EringerthaJ,  the  Einfischthal,  and  the 
Turtman-thal.  I  spoke  with  a  young 
man  who  had  passed  that  way,  who 
said  that  5  or  6  hours  were  necessary 
to  pass  the  ice;  but  that  the  way  was 
not  dangerous.  The  Eringerthal  is 
unknown  to  tourists,  although  a  prac- 
ticable passage  into  the  vaUey  of  the 
Bhone  at  Sion,  or  even  by  the  Col  de 
Collon  and  Col  de  Fenetre  into  Italy ; 
but  these  are  not  easy  passes. 

**  So  steep  are  the  walls  of  ice  which 
hem  in  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  that 
above  St.  Nicolas  there  is  literally  no 
practicable  route  to  the  next  valley 
westward  —  the  Turtman-thal:  and 
only  one  to  that  of  Saas  on  the  E., 
and  that  in  bad  reputation  even  in  this 
country.  Except  the  route  upwards 
beside  the  river,  there  is  no  way  of 
quitting  the  valley  above  St.  Nicolas, 
except  over  glaciers.  Of  these,  that 
by  St.  Theodule  is  the  easiest.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  observe,  that  none 
of  these  glacier  routes  are  to  be  re- 
commended except  in  the  best  wea- 
ther, and  to  hardy  and  adventurous 
persons :  no  slight  nazard  might  arise 
from  over-rating  one's  powers  of  en- 
durance." 

"  The  ascent  and  passage  of  St  The- 
odule have  been  already  described  (p. 
285).  The  Italian  side  of  the  mountam 
is  more  dangerous  in  respect  of  cre- 
vasses; and  here  the  guides  took  the 
precaution  to  tie  themselves  and  me 
together  with  ropes.  To  those  who 
intend  to  make  the  Tour  of  Monte 
Rosa,  however,  it  is  needless  to  de- 
scend to  BreuU;  their  course  lies  to 
the  eastward,  across  an  extensive  plain 
of  ice,  not  greatly  lower  than  the  crest 


of  the  pass,  to  the  ridge  caDed  the 
Cimes  Blanches,  descending  from  the 
main  chain,  which  forms,  by  its  pro- 
longation, the  chain  separating  the  Val 
ChaUant  from  the  v  al  Tournanche. 
Erom  St  Theodule  to  Ayas,  by  this 
route,  is  said  to  be  about  5  hrs.,  of 
which  2  or  more  must  be  over  the  ice. 
Having  been  benighted,  I  can  say  little 
of  the  upper  part  of  this  valley,  ex- 
cept that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of 
very  striking  character.  From  the 
time,  however,  that  we  reached  the  re- 
gion of  trees  it  became  very  beautiful; 
and  as  seen  imperfectly  by  the  moon, 
which  glitterea  on  the  snows  of  the 
Breithom,  nothing  could  have  been 
more  romantic,  if  we  had  only  known 
where  we  were  to  sleep,  and  had  not 
been  15  hrs.  on  foot  At  last,  how- 
ever, when  we  began  to  despair  of  ex- 
tricating ourselves  from  the  forest,  we 
reached  the  village  of  Fraschez,  about 
half-past  10,  and  knocked  up  a  hos- 
pitable peasant,  named  Jean  Joseph 
Villermatt  —  with  a  family  of  five 
lads,  hunters  —  who  spoke  French^ 
and  would  make  good  guides.  It 
would  have  shortened  the  way  to  sleep 
at  a  higher  hamlet,  which  we  missed 
in  the  dark.  The  name  of  Fraschez,  it 
should  be  added,  does  not  appear  in 
any  of  the  maps. 

"  The  pass  leading  to  the  Lys-thal 
is  called  the  Furca  di  Betta :  the  ascent 
lies  through  larch  woods,  up  a  very 
steep  acclivity,  by  a  good  path.  There 
is  little  or  no  snow  on  the  pass,  which 
is  given  in  Keller  as  8100  French  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  height  I  should 
suppose  to  be  overrated.  The  summit 
is  tnree  easy  hrs.  from  Fraschez  — 
the  view  not  extensive.  A  rapid  de- 
scent leads  down  into  the  valley  of  the 
Lys.  Near  the  second  chalet  a  path 
turns  oflF  to  the  1.,  towards  the  head  of 
the  valley,  where  there  is  a  large  and 
handsome  house  owned  by  a  wealthy 
proprietor ;  the  rt-hand  path  leacb 
down  to  San  Giacomo,  about  an  hr. 
below  the  large  house,  where  there 
is  a  small  auberge.  Being  refused  a 
bed  at  the  mansion,  and  unable  to  pro- 
cure one  at  the  hostelry,  my  guide  and 
I  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  bam  full 
of  hay.     Nothing  can  be  imagined 
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finer  than  the  head  of  the  Lys-thal. 
The  Lys-gletscher,  which  descends 
low,  is  formed  by  the  union  of  two 
magnificent  branches,  which  sweep 
down  from  the  Ly s  Kamm.  Rock,  river, 
rich  pasturages,  forests,  glaciers,  and 
nwuntains,  and  so  admirably  combined 
as  to  present  a  series  of  most  exqui- 
site views,  both  in  descending  and 
in  passing  along  the  bottom  of  the 
valky.  Near  the  village  chapel  and 
close  by  the  road,  there  is  a  remark- 
ably picturesque  spot  on  the  river, 
which  has  hollowed  itself  a  very 
deep  channel,  across  which  has  fallen 
a  mass  of  rock,  forming  a  natural 
bridge,  which  leads  to  the  chapel  and 
some  adjacent  houses.  There  is  also 
abridge  half  an  hour  higher,  above 
the  great  house. 

"  From  the  Lys-thal  to  Macugnaga 
is  a  very  long  and  hard  day,  including 
two  high  and  steep  passes.  The  first, 
the  Col  d^Ollen,  is  given  by  Keller  as 
8200  French  ft.  above  the  sea.  The 
first  ascent  is  very  rapid,  commanding 
fine  views  both  iip  and  down  the 
valley.  About  hali  way  up  a  large 
mountain  basin  is  reached,  contain- 
ing several  chalets,  at  the  highest  of 
which  I  breakfasted.  It  is  the  best 
and  largest  I  have  seen  in  the  Alps, 
being  a  large  stone  building  containing 
two  good  beds  in  an  inner  apartment, 
large  provision  of  household  utensils, 
and  everything  beautifully  clean.  The 
mistress,  a  civil,  obliging  woman,  is 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Aosta,  and 
brings  her  cows  annually,  first  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gressoney,  then  to 
a  lower  chalet,  then  hither — ^where  she 
had  been  (Aug.  11)  only  15  days. 
The  thermometer  at  7  o'clock,  a  beau- 
tiful morning,  stood  at  46.  From  the 
valley  to  this  chalet  took  1  hr.  30  m., 
thence  to  the  Col  1  hr.  10  m.  ;  a 
steep  ascent,  about  20  minutes  over 
snow.  The  passage,  a  mere  ridge,  is 
marked  by  some  remarkable  insmated 
rocks.  By  this  time  the  mountains 
were  much  clouded,  but  some  of  the 
higher  points  around  Monte  Rosa 
broke  out  from  time  to  time  with 
splendid  effect.  The  descent  is  rapid 
and  stony.  The  way  to  Alagna  runs 
S.E.  Turning  off  from  this  I  followed 


a  laborious  and  pathless  course,  in  and 
out  along  the  mountain  side,  ascend-^ 
ing  again  under  a  wall  of  dark  rocka 
till  we  reached  a  small  pool  1  hour  30 
m.  from  the  Col,  and  probably  of 
nearly  equal  elevation,  after  which  a 
rapid  ascent  brought  us  in  45  m.  to 
the  first  group  of  chalets, — the  chalets 
de  Riva.  By  the  way  we  passed  under 
a  very  high  waterfall  of  considerable 
body.  This  part  of  the  route  resem- 
bles much  the  wilder  parts  of  the 
Highlands.  Trees  there  are  none; 
and  the  glaciers  of  the  main  chain  are, 
I  should  think,  concealed  by  the  pre- 
cipices under  which  I  passed;  which 
were  veQed  by  clouds.  From  the 
chalets,  the  way  lies  down  a  very 
steep  staircase — such  it  literally  is — 
until,  on  turning  the  lofty  peninsula 
on  which  they  stand,  between  two 
converging  glens,  a  magnificent  view 
opens  into  the  heart  of  Monte  Rosa, 
from  which  a  noble  Racier  streams 
far  into  the  valley.  The  mountains 
on  either  side  rise  very  steeply,  and 
are  well  clothed  with  larches  below 
and  pastures  above.  Much  ground 
would  be  saved  if  the  river  could  be 
crossed  here  or  a  little  higher;  but,  as 
it  was  full  charged  from  the  glaciers, 
we  were  obliged  to  descend  for  40  mi- 
nutes from  the  chalets  to  the  first 
bridge,  a  very  picturesque  spot,  which 
we  reached  at  12  o'clock,  about  6 
hours  from  the  Lys-thal,  excluding 
stoppages.  This  upper  part  of  the 
Val  Sesia  is  very  fine,  and,  since  ac- 
commodation can  be  had  at  Alagna, 
will  repay  an  excursion  from  v  a- 
rallo.  Good  accommodation  may  also 
be  had  at  Mollia,  about  3  hrs.  pelow 
Alagna.     (Route  104,  p.  270.) 

« The  Col  de  Turlo  is  one  of  the 
steepest  and  most  laborious  passes  that 
I  have  crossed.  Keller  gives  for  its 
height  7890  French  feet,  which  I  think 
must  be  an  error:  it  appears  higher 
than  the  Col  d'Ollen,  took  longer  to 
mount,  and  has  much  more  snow  on 
it.  The  first  stage  of  the  ascent  is 
by  a  mule  path,  so  steep  as  to  seem 
dangerous:  this  leads  to  a  group  of 
ch^ets  in  about  45  minutes,  after 
which  we  kept  filing  laboriously  up 
the  stony  steep  mountain  side,  gene- 


FiecP' ^  Savotf.   rte.106. — turlo  pass,  macugnaga.  moro  pass.  289 


rally  in  the  mist,  and  turning,  it 
seemed  easterly,  round  the  head  of  a 
basin,  until  in  2  hours  30  m.  from  the 
bridge,  I  found  myself,  on  a  lift  of  the 
fog,  at  some  height  above  a  large  bed 
of  snow  in  the  bottom.  Pursuing  the 
same  course  we  crossed  a  large  bed  of 
snow,  %nd  came  again  on  thin  herb- 
age, along  which  we  passed  to  the 
last  ascent,  up  a  st«ep  hollow  filled 
with  snow,  between  which  and  the 
rock  we  passed  on  the  north  side. 
Saw  here  a  single  chamois.  The 
passage  of  the  Col  is  not  where 
one  would  expect,  but  more  to  the 
north,  marked  oy  a  cross,  which,  how- 
ever, we  did  not  see  till  near  the 
summit.  A  well-traced  path  winds 
up  to  it,  which,  however,  must  be  co- 
vered with  snow  till  late  in  the  year. 
The  Col  is  a  mere  ridge;  it  is  worth 
while  to  mount  the  cluster  of  rocks 
to  the  S.E.,  from  which  the  descent 
may  safely  be  made  across  the  snow. 
The  scene  was  very  grand,  though 
clouds  obscured  the  view.  I  doubt 
whether  the  summits  of  Monte  Bosa 
be  visible.  From  the  bridge  to  the 
Col  3  hrs.  20  min.,  including  a  slight 
deviation  from  the  route  in  the  fog : 
by  a  fresh  pair  of  legs  it  mig^t 
be  done  in  3  hrs.  from  the  bridge, 
or  4  from  Alagna.  On  the  N.E. 
aide,  the  snow  is  very  much  more  ex- 
tensive, and  the  descent  very  abrupt. 
It  is  necessary  to  keep  well  to  the 
h  in  crossing  the  snow,  then  descend 
rocks,  and  traverse  back  to  the  rt. 
again.  This  is  quick  work,  as  the 
slopes  are  often  steep  enough  for  a 
glissade.  After  coming  to  the  line 
of  vegetation,  the  descent  becomes 
very  ^tiguing,  for  the  mountains  rise 
round  the  vSley  like  a  wall,  and  are 
covered  with  a  thick  undergrowth  of 
scrubby  rhododendron  and  bilberries, 
on  which  the  foot  takes  no  hold. 
Reached  the  bottom  in  1  hr.  10  min., 
thence  1  hr.  15  min.  along  a  very 
gentle  slope,  and  through  beautiflil 
scenery  to  the  junction  with  the  val- 
ley of  Macugnaga.  Instead  of  de- 
scending with  the  stream,  however, 
towards  Pestarena,  &c.,  the  way  to 
Macugnaga  turns  off  at  a  considerable 
elevation  round  the  hill,  commanding 
[Switz,] 


most  exquisite  views.  It  reaches  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  near  a  small 
hamlet  called  Burca  (see  p.  276),where 
it  is  necessary  to  avail  oneself  of 
the  only  (I  believe)  bridge  over  the 
river,  and  thence  rises  by  a  short 
sharp  ascent  to 

"Macugnaga,  30  min. from  the  mouth 
of  the  upper  valley.  Inn :  H.  de  Monte 
Bosa,  tolerable  (see  p.  276). 

"  Some  days  might  well  be  spent  in 
this  beautiful  valley. 

"  I  saw  very  little  of  the  Italian  side 
of  the  Moro — a  most  magnificent  pass. 
Beached  the  first  snow  in  less  than  3 
hrs.,  and  after  a  sharp  scramble  up  a 
slope  of  rocks,  reached  at  3  o'clock  a 
plan  or  basin  of  snow,  with  a  wall  of 
snow  bounding  it,  along  which  we 
slanted,  laboriously  to  the  left,  and 
reached  a  bare  patch  of  rock  which 
marks  the  summit  at  20  minutes 
past  3,  about  3^  hours  going  fsom. 
Macugnaga. 

**  15  minutes'  quick  descent  clears 
the  great  mass  of  snow,  after  which 
the  path  lies  high  above  the  glacier 
which  fills  the  desolate  hoUow  below, 
sometimes  over  a  paved  road  broken 
by  avalanches  and  torrents,  sometimes 
over  st-eep  slopes  of  snow  not  good  for 
weak  nerves,  the  slant  being  consider- 
able, and  the  depth  below  not  trifling. 
The  last  of  these  is  about  1  hr.  from 
the  top  ;  thence  to  the  chalets  of  Des- 
tal,  20  min.  ;  thence  to  Saas,  2  hrs. 
30  min., — very  quick.  Macugnaga  to 
Saas  about  7^  hours'  quick  walking. 
It  would  complete  this  tour  well  to 
cross  direct  by  Monte  Fee  to  Zermatt, 
a  difficult  route,  as  has  been  said, 
and  thence  to  Sion  by  the  Eringer- 
thal — three  days'  work.  But  such  a 
circuit  as  this  requires  a  continuance 
of  fine  weather  such  as  is  rarely  met 
with."— A.  T.  M. 

**  With  the  present  bad  accommo- 
dation, it  is  much  better  to  go  from 
Zermatt  to  the  Lys-thal  in  a  oay ;  but 
in  crossing  the  Matterjoch  (Col  de 
St  Th^odule),  the  traveller  should  by 
no  means  descend  into  Yal  Tour- 
nanche.  The  way  into  the  next  val- 
ley of  Ayas  diverges  not  far  from  the 
summit.  Neither  should  he  descend 
as  far  as  St,  Giacomo,  but  his  guide 
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shonld  conduct  him  by  a  shorter  pas- 
sage near  the  southern  glacier  oi  the 
Breithom  to  Basel,  whence  it  is  easy 
to  cross  the  Betta  Furka  pass  in  the 
same  day ;  but  it  is  a  long  day  :  stiU 
it  is  better  than  sleeping  in  the  exces- 
sively dirty  huts  of  the  Piedmontese." 


BOUTE  107. 

PROM  TURIN  TO  AOSTA  AND  CORMAYEUB 
BY  IVREA,— THE  VAL  D'aOSTA. 

17J  posts  to  Aosta.  Diligence  daily, 
Turin  to  Ivrea  in  8  hrs.  =  about  36 
Eng.  m.  Ivrea  to  Aosta,  very  slow, 
in  12  or  13  hrs.  =s  about  40  Eng.  m. 
This  is  a  post-road  as  far  as  Ivrea 
only,  beyond  which  no  English  car- 
riages can  ascend.  The  first  part 
lies  across  the  flat  rich  plains  which 
extend  to  the  base  of  the  Alps.  The 
stations  are  at 

1^  Settimo. 

1  j  Chivasso. 

l|  Caluso. 

2^  Ivrea  {rnns:  H.  de  I'Europe,  very 
good  for  Italy,  cuisine  fair,  and  spaci- 
ous salle  k  manger  ;  Lion  d'Or)  is  a 
large  walled  town  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Yal  d' Aosta.  The  entrance  is 
highly  picturesque,  across  (he  deep 
bed  of  the  Doire,  which  flows  imme- 
diately below  the  Forte  de  Turin.  It 
contains  about  8000  Inhabs.  Here 
large  markets  are  held,  to  which  cheese 
and  other  pastoral  produce  of  the  Alps 
are  brought.  It  is  also  a  depot  for  the 
iron  which  is  obtained  near  Cogne, 
and  from  other  mines  worked  in  the 
valley.  Here  also  some  cotton-works 
have  been  recently  established. 

Here  is  a  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing massive  old  Castle,  degraded  into 
a  prison,  and  disfigured  with  modem 
windows,  &;c.  The  battlements  and 
machicolations  of  two  of  its  towers 
remain.  These,  and  the  old  walls 
from  many  points  of  view,  furnish 
good  materials  for  the  sketch-book. 
The  small  isolated  hills  scattered 
along  the  sides  of  the  stream,  as  out- 
posts of  the  Alps,  and  often  crowned 


by  some  crumb  of  a  wall  of  a  feudal 
castle,  are  very  picturesque  seen  over 
the  thicket  of  rich  vegetation,  and 
backed  by  the  Alps.  This  town 
or  city,  as  it  is  called  —  and  in 
English  estimation,  as  the  seat  of 
a  bishop,  it  ought  perhaps  to  be 
considered  one  —  is  said  to .  be  the 
southern  gate  to  the  Val  d' Aosta.  It 
is  of  great  antiquity,  and  mentioned 
by  many  ancient  authors  under  the 
name  ot  Eporedia,  Strabo  says  that 
here  the  unfortunate  Salassi,  made 
prisoners  by  Terentius  Varro,  when 
these  brave  people  of  the  Val  d' Aosta 
were  subdued,  were  sold  as  slaves 
by  public  auction  to  the  number  of 
36,000. 

[There  is  a  shorter  cross  road  (12 
leagues)  from  Turin  to  Ivrea,  by 
Lemie,  Yolpiano,  St.  Benigno,  and 
Foglis — all  large  villages  or  towns, 
containing  from  1800  to  3000  Inhab. 
St  Benigno  has  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful churches  in  Piedmont. 

Before  arriving  at  Foglis,  two  of 
the  torrents  whidi  descend  from  the 
Alps  are  crossed — the  Malone  and 
the  Orca — on  flying  bridges ;  and  be- 
tween Foglis  and  Ivrea  another  river 
— the  Chiusella — is  crossed,  near  to 
where  the  road  by  Foglis  fells  into 
the  high  road  from  Chivasso  to  Ivrea. 
This  spot  has  some  celebrity,  as  the 
scene  of  a  successful  struggle  of  the 
French  against  the  Austrians :  it  was 
the  flrst  batde  in  the  war  of  1800, 
and  immediately  preceded  the  victory 
of  Marengo.  In  the  combat  on  the 
Chiusella,  the  Austrian  General  Salfi 
was  killed.  Two  other  vUlages  lie 
beyond  Foglis  on  this  road — Mont- 
alegno  and  Bomano.] 

Posting  ceases  at  Ivrea.  For  the 
hire  of  a  pair  of  horses  to  Aosta,  120 
fr.  are  asked — an  exorbitant  demand. 

On  leaving  Ivrea,  on  the  rt.  is 
a  vast  ridge  of  alluvium,  the  Monte 
Bolegno,    which   stretches    into    the 

Elains.  The  road  ascends  on  the  left 
ank  of  the  Doire,  passes  below  the 
old  Castle  of  Montalto,  well  preserved 
with  its  towers  and  battlements,  and 
picturesque  in  its  form,  and  continues 
through  the  rich  broad  valley  of  the 
Doire — broad  enough  to  constitute  a 
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part  of  the  plain,  for  at  Stettimo  Vit- 
tone,  3^  leagues,  the  ascent  has  been 
so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
perceived.  Nor  is  it,  in  fact,  until  the 
traveller  reaches 

Pont  St.  Martin  (/wn:  Rosa  Rossa), 
2  leagues,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have 
fairly  entered  this  valley  of  the  Alps. 

The  lofty  arch  which  here  spans 
the  torrent  of  the  Lys  (about  20  yards 
higher  than  the  new  bridge)  is  one  of 
the  finest  Roman  works  of  its  class  in 
the  valley :  it  now  serves  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Val  de  Vallaise,  and 
is  a  striking  object.  The  road  to 
Aosta  is  carried  over  a  modem 
bridge,  better  adapted  to  the  im- 
proved intercourse  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley  with  the  plains.  Above 
St.  Martin  are  ruins  of  a  large  Castle. 
The  situation  of  this  village  is  strik- 
ingly fine  at  the  entrance  to  the  Val 
de  Lys,  stretching  up  to  the  foot  of 
the  glaciers  of  Monte  Rosa  (Rte.  104), 
which  will  well  repay  the  explorer  of 
an  Alpine  valley. 

After  crossing  the  Lys  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Doire,  the  road  ascends  to 

3  Donas,  where  a  Roman  work — a 
pierced  rock — is  passed  through,  and 
near  to  it  is  a  Roman  milestone  cnt  in 
the  rock,  noting  xxxii.  M.P.  A  tole- 
rable wine  is  grown  at  Donas^ 

From  Donas  the  road  ascends  ab- 
ruptly for  a  short  distance,  and  close 
to  the  Doire,  which  it  steeply  over- 
hangs, to 

Fort  Bard,  celebrated  for  the  tem- 
porary check  which  it  gave  to  the 
advance  of  the  French  army  under 
Buonaparte,  in  1800.  It  was  garri- 
soned by  only  400  Austrians,  yet 
such  was  the  strength  of  the  position 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  of 
carrying  it,  and  a  few  days  more 
must  have  starved  his  army  into  a 
retreat.  By  a  gallant  manoeuvre,  how- 
ever, in  the  efficient  placement  of  a 
single  gun,  above  the  precipices  of 
the  Mont  Albaredo,  which  overhangs 
Bard,  they  checked  the  battery  which 
covered  the  approach  to  the  town, 
and  the  army  passed  by  night  under 
the  grenades  and  pots  de  feu  thrown 
by  the  fort.    Another  gun  was  raised 


to  a  belfry  which  commanded  the 
gate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Austrians, 
fearing  an  assault,  surrendered.  Upon 
such  slight  occurrences  the  fate  of 
Europe  turned.  As  the  French  army 
would  have  devoured  all  the  supply 
of  the  Val  d' Aosta  in  a  few  days,  it 
must  have  retreated ;  and  the  battle 
of  Marengo,  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
events  of  French  history,  would  not 
have  been  fought.  Within  a  few  years 
the  fort  has  been  greatly  strength- 
ened, and  it  is  now  considered  invul- 
nerable. 

After  passing  through  the  steep  and 
narrow  streets  of  Bard,  the  entrance 
is  seen,  on  the  1.,  to  the  valley  of 
Champorcher,  whence  a  path  leads, 
by  the  village  of  Pont  Bosel,  to  the 
Col  de  Reale  in  6  hrs.,  and  by  this 
pass  and  the  valley  of  the  Soanna  to 
Ponte  in  the  Val  d'Orca. 

Above  Bard  the  valley  is  narrow, 
and  offers  little  variety  m  ascending 
by  the  deep  and  rapid  course  of  the 
Doire  to 

Verrex  {Inn:  Ecu  de  France,  kept  by 
Jean  Garda,  is  the  best),  2^  leagues 
from  Pont  St.  Martin,  is  situated  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Val  Challant 
(Rte.  104).  Here  many  improvements 
have  recently  been  made,  especially  in 
the  construction  of  a  new  bridge  and 
many  new  houses. 

Here  is  a  large  square  keep  of  the 
old  Castle,  which  overhangs  the  Val 
Challant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object 
from  below,  and  the  scenes  from  it  are 
worth  a  scramble  to  the  ruins.  Here 
is  also  a  convent  of  Augustines. 

Above  Verrex  the  valley  widens, 
and  the  little  plain  of  the  Doire 
shows  the  violence  of  the  torrent  in 
the  sands  and  rocks  left  by  it  in  the 
spring. 

About  1^  league  beyond  Verrex 
the  road  enters  upon  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  scenes  in  the  valley — a 
deep  ravine,  through  which  the  Doire  v 
has  cut  its  way,  or  found  such  a  gulf 
its  natural  channel.  The  road  as- 
cends steeply  on  the  left  of  the  river, 
and  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in  some 
places  overhanging  the  foaming  tor- 
rent, and  where  the  rock  equally 
overhangs  the  traveller.  These  rocks 
o  2 
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aro  surmounted  by  the  ruins  of  the 
Castle  of  St  Germains,  placed  so  as 
effectually  to  command  the  pass, 
when  the  brigand  feudal  proprietors 
robbed  and  maltreated  the  unfortu- 
nate passer-by.  These  ruins  are  au 
improvement  in  the  morale  as  well 
as  the  picturesque. 

The  road  cut  out  in  so  remarkable 
a  way  was  probably  a  Boman  work. 
It  was  some  time  since  repaired  by 
the  Augustine  monks  of  St.  Bernard, 
as  a  tablet  on  the  road  records;  but 
by  a  little  manoeuvre  of  Charles  Ema- 
nuel in.,  king  of  Sardinia,  in  adding 
a  bit  above  and  a  bit  below,  he  has 
taken  a  large  share  of  the  credit  to 
himself.    It  stands  thus: — 

CAROLI  EMANUELIS  HI.  SARDINIiE 

REGIS    P.    F.    INVICTI    AUCTQRITATE 

INTENTATAM  ROMANIS  VIAM 

PER  ASPERA  MONTIS  lOVIS  lUGA 

AD  FACILIOREM  COMMERCIORUM 

ET  THERMARUM  DSUM 

MAONIS  IMPENSIS  PATEFACTAM 

AUGUST  ANI 

PERFECBRUNT  A.  MDCCLXXI. 

REGNI  XLII. 

This  defile  is  called  the  pass  of  Mont 
Jovet.  From  the  head  of  the  pass 
the  view  down  the  valley  is  very 
striking.  Immediately  above  it,  the 
finest  part  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  extends 
to  the  Cite,  as  Aosta  is  called.  The 
vdne  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mont 
Jovet  is  celebrated. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mag- 
nificent character  of  the  foliage;  tne 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees  are  cele- 
brated for  their  grandeur  and  pictu- 
resqueness. 

Before  arriving  at  St  Vincent,  a 
singular  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  is 
<!rossed.  It  is  called  the  Pont  des 
Sarasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  recog- 
nised as  a  Boman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
ficenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looking  up  towards  ChS-tillon,  and  in- 
cluding among  its  objects  the  Castle 
d'Usseile  and  other  ruins.  Not  far  from 
this  bridge  is  the  agreeable  village  of 

St.  Vincent  (/n»;  good  accommo- 
dation   at    the    Baths,    Lion    d'Or). 


There  is  a  mineral  spring  in  the 
Forest  above.  This  is  a  good  point 
for  commencing  the  ascent  oi  the 
Valde  Lys  to  Gressoney  (Bte.  104^. 
About  a  league  above  is 

3J  Chdtillon  (see  Boute  106,  p.  286), 
distant  from  Verrex  about  2^  leagues. 

Above  ChatiUon  the  same  fine  rich 
character  of  scenery  prevails,  only  in- 
terrupted by  the  occasional  traees  of 
destruction  left  by  the  torrents  which 
in  the  spring  rush  down  from  the 
lateral  valleys  to  fall  into  the  great 
drain  of  this  district,  the  Doire. 

About  a  league  above  Chatillon  is 
the  village  of  Chambave,  celebrated 
for  its  wine,  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  recherche  in  Piedmont.  The 
wine  of  the  Val  d' Aosta  has  a  great 
reputation,  and  the  vine  is  cultivated 
on  the  mountain  sides  to  an  elevation 
of  3000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
In  the  valley,  hemp,  Indian  corn,  and 
fruit-trees  fill  the  plain  like  a  vast 
garden. 

Nuz,  a  poor  village  with  the  ruins 
of  a  chateau,  is  nearly  half-way  be- 
tween Chatillon  and  Aosta.  Before 
arriving  at  Nuz,  a  valley  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Doire  is  seen  to  run  up 
to  the  ridge  of  mountains  which  sepa- 
rates the  valley  of  Aosta  above  Mont 
Jovet,  from  the  valley  of  Cham- 
porcher.  At  the  entrance  of  this 
valley  is  the  picturesque  castle  of 
Fenis.  Above  Nuz  the  road  passes 
through  the  village  of  Villefranche. 

In  the  high  road  and  byeways  up 
the  Val  d' Aosta  it  is  a  common  cus- 
tom to  trellis  vines  quite  across  the 
road;  the  delicious  shelter  which  this 
affords  to  the  heated  and  weary  tra- 
veller must  be  enjoyed  to  be  fully 
valued.  These  arbours  extend  some- 
times i  or  ^  a  mile  with  the  ripe  and 
luscious  grapes  hanging  down  within 
reach. 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta  the 
Chateau  Quart  is  seen  placed  high  on 
ihe  mountain  side;  a  path  leads  up 
to  it  from  near  Villefranche,  and 
down  on  the  other  side  of  its  glen  to- 
wards Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  to  it  re- 
quires no  retracing  of  steps,  and  the 
beautiful  scenes  presented  in  the  as- 
cent and  at  the  cnateau,  which  is  now 
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a  Hospital,  deserve  the  trouble  of 
climbing  thither.  Little  more  than  a 
league  lurther  up  the  valley  is 

^  AosTA. — Inns:  Post  (Couronne), 
very  fair;  Ecu  du  Vallais,  in  the 
Townhall,  good,  but  countless  insects. 
—A  city  of  6100  Inhab. ;  more  in- 
teresting for  its  antiquities  and  his- 
torical associations  and  the  extreme 
beauty  of  the  scenery  around  it, 
than  for  any  claim  it  has  to  import- 
ance in  trade,  wealth,  or  population. 
Its  situation  is  indeed  striking,  near 
the  confluence  of  the  Buttier  and  the 
Doire,  in  a  deep  rich  valley,  sur-^ 
rounded  by  lofty  and  snow-capped 
mountains,  which  peer  down  into  its 
squares  and  streets.  Aosta,  the  Ci- 
vitas  Augusti — or  Au^sta  Prsetoria — 
claims  a  high  antiquity.  It  was 
known  under  the  name  of  Cord^le,  as 
the  chief  city  of  the  Salassi:  its  his- 
tory earlier  than  its  conquest  by  Te-» 
rentius  Varro,  a  general  of  Augustus, 
is  fabulous,  but  the  antiquary  of 
Aosta  has  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
date  of  its  foundation  406  before  that 
of  Rome,  1158  B.C.I  By  the  army  of 
the  emperor  it  was  taken  24  years 
before  the  Christian  era,  and  its  in- 
habitants reduced  to  miserable  cap- 
tivity. Augustus  rebuilt  the  city, 
gave  his  own  name  to  it,  and  esta- 
blished there  3000  soldiers  fVom  the 
Praetorian  cohorts.  The  remains  of 
large  public  buildings  attest  its  im- 
portance at  that  time,  and  though 
much  inferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to 
those  of  the  S.  of  France,  will  yet  be 
viewed  with  interest.  A  Triumphal 
arch  in  tolerable  preservation,  covered 
with  a  modem  red-tiled  roof,  is  one 
of  the  finest  of  the  remains.  There 
is  also  a  remarkable  gate  or  portal, 
having  two  facades,  with  a  quadrangle 
between  them,  each  facade  composed 
of  three  arches — that  in  the  centre  is 
much  the  largest.  **  It  is  buried  to  a 
considerable  depth  bv  soiL  Another 
relic  of  the  Romans  is  a  hridgcy  which 
once  spanned  the  Buttier,  though 
now  100  yards  E.  of  it  A  conduit  of 
water  runs  under  it,  and  by  its  side  a 
path;  so  that  you  can  walk  under 
the  arch,  which  is  a  fine  piece  of 
masonry/' — A.  T,  M»    There  are  also 
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the  ruins  of  an  Amphitheatre  (or  The- 
atre?), of  a  barrack  or  Praetorian  pa- 
lace, towers,  walls,  and  fragments  of 
unknown  former  appropriation,  now 
serving  only  to  perplex  antiquaries. 
The  plan  of  Aosta,  like  that  of  other 
Roman  cities,  was  a  square,  and  the 
chief  streets  crossed  in  the  centre. 
The  triumphal  arch  stood  outside  of 
the  town,  in  front  of  the  chief  gateway. 

Aosta  has  been  much  improved 
within  the  last  few  years,  the  chief 
square  is  enlarged,  and  there  is  much 
new  and  handsome  building.  It  is  the 
seat  of  a  bishop  under  the  archbishop 
of  Chambery.  A  military  command^ 
ant  is  also  stationed  here,  and  a  nu- 
merous establishment  of  official  in- 
spectors, fiscal,  sanitary,  &c. ;  a  tribunal 
of j  ustice,  a  royal  college,  an  hospital  for 
the  military,  and  another  for  the  poor. 

Anseliti,  the  distinguished  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  in  the  11th  cen- 
tury, was  bom  at  Aosta. 

St.  Bernard,  whose  name  is  im- 
mortally associated  with  the  moun- 
tain pass  from  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
to  the  valley  of  the  Doire,  was  arch 
deacon  of  Aosta;  and  his  knowledge!, 
from  his  situation,  of  the  exposure 
and  sufferings  of  those  who  traverse*^ 
these  regions,  led  to  his  establish- 
ment of  the  celebrated  hospice,  upon 
the  permanent  footing  it  has  since 
held,  and  left  him  to  be  remembered 
as  the  "  Apostle  of  the  Alps." 

The  Cathedral  is  deserving  of  a  visit, 
though  it  has  no  high  antiquity  ;  but 
there  is  a  very  curious  oloishr,  proba- 
bly of  the  8th  century,  with  sculp- 
tured capitfils,  of  Bible  subjects,  and 
inscriptions  in  rhyming  verse  de- 
scribing them. 

From  Aosta  an  excursion  may  be 
made  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard  by  St. 
Remy,  2  hours'  ascent  on  foot,  1^  to 
descend.  N.R  Passports  should  be 
vis^dby  the  police  here  for  that  route. 

Diligence  to  Turin  daily ;  chars  may 
be  had  in  all  the  intermediate  towns. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  d' Aosta 
speak  French  almost  universally,  es- 
pecially in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  above  Aosta;  this,  too,  is  gene- 
rally the  case  in  those  side  valleys 
which  lead  by  the  passes  of  the  Alp» 
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to  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and  France. 
The  inhabitants  of  these  upper  valleys 
bear  a  much  bettercharacter  than  those 
who  live  near  the  plains  of  Piedmont. 

The  difficulties  about  distances  in 
Piedmont,  alluded  to  in  the  Intro- 
duction, are  nowhere  more  strongly 
felt  than  in  this  route;  so  that  the  dis- 
tances named  can  only  be  regarded  as 
approximations.  Prom  Aosta  to  Cor- 
mayeur  is  about  25  m. 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Aosta  is 
afflicted  with  cretinism  and  goitre 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  in  Pied- 
mont ;  from  Chatillon  to  ViUeneuve 
this  blight  seems  to  have  fallen  most 
heavily.  The  peasantry  appear  a 
squalid  and  filthy  race,  generally 
stunted  and  diseased.  Of  the  whole 
population  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aosta,  1  in  50  is  a  cretin  ;  and  above 
half  are  more  or  less  gottred.  Some 
of  these  are  horrid  objects.  Tumours 
as  large  as  their  heads  are  appended 
to  their  throats. 

On  leaving  this  city  to  ascend  the 
valley,  the  drive  for  about  4  m.  lies 
through  the  open  plain  of  the  Val 
d' Aosta,  and  through  scenes  of  its 
greatest  richness  in  vegetation.  At 
this  distance  from  Aosta  the  road 
passes  beneath  the  chateau  Sarra,  an 
unpicturesque  structure  ;,  nearly  op- 
posite to  it,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  is  a  queer  building  in  villain- 
ous taste,  the  chateau  of  Aimaville, 
situated  on  a  knoll  in  a  commanding 
position,  and  thrusting  its  impudent 
pretensions  into  notice  as  if  it  were  a 
work  of  high  refinement.  An  excur- 
sion to  the  Boman  aqueduct  of  Pont 
d'Ael  from  this,  would  well  repay  the 
toil..    (See  p.  309.) 

Sarra  is  about  ^  way  from  Aosta 
to  ViUeneuve.  Between  these  places 
the  road  passes,  near  to  the  latter 
place,  through  St.  Pierre,  where  there 
is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  cha- 
teaux in  the  valley.  Soon  after  leav- 
ing St.  Pierre,  a  fine  scene  is  pre- 
sented in  the  approach  to  ViUeneuve, 
where  the  vast  rock  above  the  town 
is  seen  surmounted  by  the  Chatel 
d' Argent,  and  beyond,  the  snowy  Alps 
at  the  head  of  the  Val  Savarancbe. 
About  a  mile  from  St.  Pierre  the  road 


turns  towards  the  river,  which  it 
crosses  by  a  stone  bridge  to  reach  the 
little  town  of 

ViUeneuve,  where  there  is  nothing 
of  interest,  and  where  there  is  neither 
decent  inn  nor  car.  It  is  too  near 
Aosta  to  induce  the  owners  to  maJte 
it  more  agreeable  in  the  hope  of  de- 
taining travellers.  Near  to  ViUe- 
neuve, the  vaUeys  of  the  Savaranche 
and  the  Khdmes  open  almost  together 
from  theS.  into  the  valley  of  the  Doire. 
Above  ViUeneuve  the  valley  narrows 
and  becomes  much  more  wooded,  the 
walnut-trees  forming  in  some  places 
almost  a  forest,  especiaUy  near 

Arvier,  about  4  m.  above  ViUeneuve, 
Here  the  vineyards  are  celebrated, 
every  slope  being  terraced  and  vines 
planted.  A  Httle  beyond  Arvier  is 
the  dirty  narrow  vUlage  of 

Ivrogne.  Until  within  a  few  years 
this  village  was  almost  a  barrier  to 
the  passage  of  carriages  up  thevaUey. 
from  the  steepness  and  narrowness  of 
its  principal  street.  Now,  however, 
this  is  altogether  avoided  ;  a  bridge 
is  made  over  the  torrent  of  the  Gri- 
sanche,  and  a  good  road  is  carried  be- 
hind the  town,  and  faUs  into  the  old 
road  above  it,  where  this  enters  on 
the  road  cut  out  of  Fort  Roc,  which 
has  also  been  widened,  and  a  good 
road  is  now  carried  through  the  SeGle 
which  separates  what  is  considered 
a  distinction  in  the  vaUey — the  Val 
d' Aosta  from  the  vaUey  of  La  Salle. 
A  good  new  road  has  been  made  from 
Ivrogne  to  Pre  St.  Didier  at  the  foot 
of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 

Here  the  road  rises  hundreds  of 
feet  above  the  bed  of  the  Doire,  which 
is  seen  foaming  below  through  its  re- 
strained course;  and  from  the  summit 
of  this  pass,  Mont  Blanc  at  the  head 
of  the  valley  closes  the  scene  with  its 
masses  as  a  magnificent  barrier.  The 
view  is  strikingly  beautiful.  The  road, 
thus  carried  over  the  precijpices, 
crosses  in  some  places  deep  rifts  in 
the  mountain  side ;  over  these  chasms, 
platforms  are  placed,  which,  being  re- 
moved, would  cut  off  aU  communica- 
tion by  this  road,  and  oblige  an  army 
to  make  a  considerable  detour  to  de- 
scend by  other  points  into  the  Val 
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d'Aosta.  A  peep  over  the  parapet 
wall,  or  through  the  platforms  into 
the  depth  below,  excites  a  shudder. 

From  Fort  Roc  the  road  descends 
rapidly  to  the  Doire,  which  it  crosses 
on  a  wooden  bridge,  and  thence  con- 
tinues on  the  L  bsuik  to  La  Salle.  Be- 
fore arriving  at  this  village  a  fine  view 
of  Mont  Blanc  and  the  valley  is  pre- 
sented, as  the  road  passes  into  a  deep 
ravine  to  cross  a  torrent  near  its  head; 
thence  winding  round  on  the  other 
side  of  this  ravine,  it  rapidly  descends 
upon 

La  Salle,  a  dirty  narrow  village, 
where,  however,  the  name  is  pre- 
served of  the  ancient  people  of  this 
valley,  the  SalassL  On  a  hill  near 
La  SaUe  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  feudal 
Castle ;  there  are  many  traces  of  its 
high  antiquity  found  in  and  about  the 
village.  From  Ivrogne  to  La  Salle  is 
about  9  £ng.  m. ;  thence  to 

Morgex  (/»»),  by  a  steep  and  rather 
narrow  road  is  about  3  m.  The  Sar- 
dinian government  has  begun  to*  form 
a  good  approach  by  the  camp  of 
Prince  Thomas  to  La  TuiUe,  and  the 
pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard— one  of 
the  most  important  bienefits  which  the 
government  could  confer  upon  its  sub- 
jects in  the  Val  d*Ao8ta  and  the  Ta- 
rentaise. 

From  Morgex,  the  road  up  the 
valley  is  better  than  that  between  La 
Salle  and  Morgex,  and  at  the  distance 
of  a  league  a  branch  of  the  road  de- 
scends to  cross  the  Doire,  and  leads  to 
the  village  and  Baths  of  St,  Didier  (See 
Rte.  113).  For  the  general  scenery 
around,  and  especially  for  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  on  the  spot,  St  Didier 
seems  preferable  to  Cormayeur. 
Through  St.  Didier  the  road  to  the 
Little  St  Bernard  passes,  and  about 
a  league  from  the  branch  road  to  St. 
Didier  the  traveller  enters 

Cormayeur,  Inns :  TAngelo,  best ; 
but  no  one  must  expect  first-rate  ac- 
commodation or  good  fare  in  a  situa- 
tion so  far  removed  from  the  resources 
required  for  such  an  establishment, 
which  must  be  brought  from  the  lower 
valley,  or  even  the  plains:  this  inn 
shuts  at  the  end  of  August; — Victoria, 
poor  J — H.  Mont  Blanc,  ^  way  between 
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Cormayeur  and  St.  Didier,  a  very  nice 
country  inn  with  fine  view. 

Cormayeur,  though  considered  as 
the  head  of  the  Val  dAosta,  is  in 
reality  in  the  Val  d'Entr^ves  ;  it  is  a 
large  village  with  many  good  houses, 
situated  4211  ft  above  the  sea,  near 
the  confluence  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  Doire,  which  descend  from 
the  Cc^  du  Ferret  and  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  at  the  foot  of  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  to  which  it  approximates 
S.0  nearly,  that  the  glaciers  and  snowy 
crests  of  the  great  chain  appear  to 
hang  over  the  valley.  From  the  vil- 
lage the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc  is 
concealed  by  the  Mont  Doliua,  but 
half  an  hour's  walk  discloses  the  chain 
from  the  "Monarch"  to  the  grand 
Jorasse,  That  part  of  the  chain  seen 
from  the  village  to  close  the  valley 
includes  the  remarkable  peak  of  the 
Geant,  and  the  whole  course  of  the 
path  by  which  the  passage  may  be 
made  by  the  Col  de  Geant  to  Cha- 
mouny,  is  to  be  traced,  on  the  side 
of  Piedmont,  from  Cormayeur.  This 
excursion,  fatiguing  and  difficult,  is 
seldom  made.  Mrs.  Campbell,  how- 
ever, and  her  daughter,  English  la* 
dies,  crossed  from  Chamouny  to  Cor- 
mayeur, in  company  with  a  dozen 
guides,  in  the  summer  of  1823  ;  an 
adventure  not  yet  forgotten  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

At  Cormayeur  there  is  a  family  of 
guides,  5  brothers,  named  Proment, 
all  highly  recommended  (especially 
Antoine) ;  the  traveller,  however, 
must  not  expect  to  find  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Alps  such  guides  as  those 
of  Chamouny  and  the  Oberland,  either 
for  general  intelligence  or  extensive 
topographical  knowledge  of  the  Alpine 
districts. 

Cormayeur  is  much  resorted  to  in 
summer  by  invalids,  for  the  sake 
of  its  mineral  waters.  There  are 
different  springs  near  it ;  that  of  La 
Victoire  is  half  a  league  to  the  S.W. ; 
its  waters  are  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  sidphate  of  magnesia, 
and  a  little  iron,  and  have  a  tempera<> 
ture  of  about  54.  The  spring  of  La 
Maiguerite  varies  a  little  in  the  pro- 
portions of  its  components,  but  its 
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temperatare  is  12  degrees  higher. 
The  Piedmontese  have  great  reliance 
on  the  salutary  effects  of  their  mineral 
springs,  and  m  their  resort  to  them 
bring  together  many  agremens.  To 
them  the  traveller  to  the  head  of  the 
Yal  d'Aosta,  and  the  tourist  around 
Mont  Blanc,  are  indebted  for  an  esta- 
blishment which  offers  to  them  rest 
and  refreshment,  and,  generally,  agree- 
able society,  after  their  journeys. 

The  establishment  of  chars  at  Cor- 
mayeur  is  excellent.  A  tariff  fixes 
the  price  ;  for  2  persons,  at  12  francs; 
for  3,  at  15  francs  ;  and  for  4,  at  20 
francs,  for  their  conveyance  to  Aosta. 

From  Cormayeur  the  traveller 
should  ascend  the  Cramont,  whose  top 
he  may  reach  in  4  hrs.  from  Pre  St 
IMdier  (Rte.  1 14),  and  should  explore 
the  glaciers  of  the  Allee  Blanche. 
Prof.  Forbes  advises  the  ascent  of  a 
mountain  which  rises  to  the  W.  of  the 
Col  de  Cheruit,  directly  above  the 
Allee  Blanche,  in  preference  to  the 
Cramont. 

The  Mont  Sax^. — The  low  green 
hill  close  above  Cormayeur,  round 
which  the  path  to  the  Col  du  Ferret 
winds,  is  said  to  command  the  finest 
near  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  finer  than 
that  from  the  Cramont,  though,  being 
lower,  it  is  less  panoramic. 

6  routes  diverge  from  this  :  1,  to 
Aosta  ;  2,  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard  ; 
3,  the  Little  St.  Bernard  ;  4,  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  Chamonny ;  5,  the  Col 
du  Ferret  to  Martigny. 


ROUTE  108. 

MARTIGNY    TO    AOSTA  —  PASS    OF     THE 
GREAT  ST,  BERNARD. 

Distance  8  or  9  hours'  walk  to  the 
Hospice  ;  about  7  h.  thence  to  Aosta. 

At  Martigny  (Rte.  59)  chars  are 
generally  hired  for  this  excursion,  to 
take  the  traveller  as  far  as  Liddes,  or 
to  the  first  pasturages  above  it — a 
practicable  char-road  having  been 
completed  so  far. — 1850.  Thence  the 
ascent  to  the  hospice  is  made  on 
mules,    the  road  beyond  being   im- 


practicable, at  present,  for  any  sort  of 
carriage  ;  but  the  spirit  of  the  Val- 
laisans,  which  has  already  made  the 
difficulties  of  the  forest  of  St.  Pierre 
to  subside,  will,  if  possible,  overcome 
this  obstacle  ;  and  if  they  be  encou- 
raged by  the  Sardinian  government, 
we  may  yet  see  a  good  practicable 
char-roacf  carried  to  the  nospice  of 
the  Great  St  Bernard,  and  there  are 
great  facilities  for  completing  the  road 
between  the  Hospice  and  St.  Remy. 
It  is  therefore  by  no  means  impro- 
bable that  the  road  may  be  made 
practicable  for  chars  in  a  tew  years. 

The  road  passes  through  the  Bourg- 
Martigny,  and  shortly  after  crosses 
the  Drance.  The  bed  of  this  river 
still  exhibits,  in  the  rocks  and  stones 
with  which  it  is  strewn,  evidence 
of  the  devastation  occasioned  in  1818, 
by  the  bursting  of  a  lake  in  the  valley 
of  Bagnes.     See  Rte.  109. 

After  crossing  to  the  L  bank  of  the 
Drance,  the  road  leaves  the  path  to 
the  Ferclaz,  which  leads  to  Chamouny, 
on  the  rt.,  and  continues  up  the  course 
of  the  Drance  to  the  miserable  vil> 
lages  of  Valette  and  Bouvemier.  Soon 
after  the  river  is  recrossed,  and  the 
road  continues  on  its  rt.  bank  in  the 
deep  valley  of  the  Drance.  In  one 
part  the  defile  is  so  narrow  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  cut  a  gallery 
thorugh  the  rock;  beyond  it,  the  road 
soon  after  recrosses  the  river,  and 
ascends  on  the  1.  bank  to 

2  h.  20  m.,  St.  Branchier,  another 
dirty  village  situated  at  the  coniluenoe 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  Drance, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  Mt  Catogne. 

Above  St,  Branchier  there  are  some 
fine  scenes  in  the  Yal  d'Entremont, 
but  none  strikingly  grand  ;  it  has  the 
general  character  of  an  Alpine  valley, 
and  nothing  that  deserves  to  be  par- 
ticularly remembered. 

1  Orsi^res.  Inns:  Couronne;  Lion. 
Here  the  path  which  leads  to  Issert 
and  the  Yal  de  Ferret  turns  off  on 
the  rt.    (Rte.  110.) 

Beyond  Orsi^res  the  scenery  be- 
comes rather  more  wild.  The  torrent 
can  seldom  be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge 
which  it  has  made  its  course,  but 
there  is  nothing  striking  in  the  scenery 
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the  rich  herbage  of  this  Alpine  pas^ 
turage. 

On  rising  above  this  basin,  the  path 
enters  another  defile,  and  beyond  it 
another  summer  pasturage,  steep  and 
rugged;  the  scenes  become  more 
sterile  and  dreary,  another  ravine  is 
passed,  and  the  summit  is  approached. 
At  length,  after  crossing  some  beds  of 
STLOWy  the  solitary  walls  of  the 

3^  Hospice  appear,  and  the  traveller 
reaches,  on  the  very  crest  of  the  pass, 
this  dwelling  in  the  clouds,  8200 
English  feet  above  the  sea-level. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  most 
disinterested  benevolence,  lives  this 
community  of  Religieux,  who  devote 
the  best  time  of  their  life,  when  man 
is  most  susceptible  of  his  powers  for 
its  enjoyment;  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow-^meii}  those  whose  pursuits 
obl^  them  to  traverse  these'  dreary 
fields  in  seasons  of  danger,  when,  with- 
out such  aid  and  protection,  hundreds 
must  perish. 

The  Hospice  is  a  massive  stone 
buUding,  well  adapted  to  its  perilous 
situation,  which  is  on  the  very  highest 
point  of  the  pass,  where  it  is  exposed 
to  tremendous  storms  from  the  N.E. 
and  S.W.  On  the  N.W.  it  is  sheltered 
by  the  Mont  Chenelletaz,  and  in  an 
opposite  direction  by  the  Mont  Mort^ 
There  is  no  mountam  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  St.  Bernard.  Like  that 
of  the  St  Gothard,  the  name  is  only 
given  to  the  pass.  The  chief  building 
is  capable  of  accommodating  70  or  80 
travellers  with  beds;  300  may  be  shel- 
tered; and  between  500  and  600  have 
received  assistance  in  one  day^  Be-p 
sides  this,  there  is  a  bouse  near  the 
hospice  on  the  other  side  of  the  way; 
it  was  built  as  a  place  of  refuge  in 
case  of  fire — an  event  which  has  twice 
happened  here  since  the  foundation  of 
the  establishment.  It  bears  the  name 
of  the  Hotel  de  St.  Louis,  which  was 
given  in  compliment  to  the  kings  of 
France,  whose  protection  was  often 
extended  to  the  hospice.  It  is  chiefly 
used  for  offices,  and  to  aeoommodate 
the  ladies. 

Within  a  few  vears  additional  ac- 
commodation in  bed-rooms  has  been 
added.  The  ground-floor  consists  of 
o  3 


until  the  traveller  arrives  in  the  forest 
of  St  Pierre. 

1  h.  10  m.  Liddes  (/n»:  I'Union, 
comfortable). 

The  charge  for  a  char  to  or  from 
Liddes  and  Martigny  is  generally  12 
francs,  and  for  each  mule  from  Liddes 
to  the  hospice  6  francs,  and  a  douceur 
to  the  boy  who  returns  with  the  mule. 
Between  Liddes  and  St  Pierre  chars 
are  seldom  taken,  not  that  the  road  is 
impracticable,  but  it  is,  at  present, 
very  liable  to  be  broken  up. 

1  h.  St.  Pierre  is  a  dirty,  wretched 
village,  but  it  has  fragments  and  in- 
scriptions enough  to  support  some 
claims  to  antiquity.  A  nulitary  co- 
lumn, dedicated  to  the  younger  Con- 
Btantine,  is  placed  here. 

On  leaving  St  Pierre  the  road 
crosses  a  deep  abyss,  through  which 
the  Drance  forces  its  way  into  the 
valley  below.    The  road  to  the  hos-» 

Sice  leaves  on  the  L  a  torrent  which 
escends  from  the  Val  Orsey,  in  which 
there  is,  not  far  from  St  Pierre,  a 
magnificent  cascade. 

The  road  formerly  led  through  the 
forest  of  St.  Pierre,  by  a  path  among 
the  rocks  and  roots  of  pines,  so  steep 
and  tortuous  that  Napoleon*s  diffi- 
culties in  transporting  his  artillery 
were  here,  perhaps,  the  greatest  that 
he  encountered  from  natural  obstacles 
during  his  extraordinary  expedition  in 
1800  across  these  Alps.  Lately  the 
spirited  Vallaisans  have  cut  an  excel- 
lent road  along  the  precipices  which 
overhang  the  deep  course  ofthe  Drance, 
avoiding  the  steep  rises  and  falls  of 
the  old  road,  and  leading  the  traveller 
by  a  safe  path,  which  their  daring 
en^neers  have  cut  out  of  the  rock, 
through  a  savage  and  appalling  defile. 
On  leaving  the  forest,  and  rising 
to  where  the  pines  and  larches  are 
stunted  from  their  elevation  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  traveller  arrives 
at  some  pasturages  where  there  are 
many  chalets,  llie  enormous  mass 
of  the  Mont  Velan  appears  to  forbid 
further  progress:  some  of  its  fine 
glaciers,  particularly  that  of  Menou, 
stream  down  into  the  plain  of  Prou, 
where,  amidst  the  shelter  of  surround- 
ing mountains,  numerous  herds  gather 
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stabling,  store-room  for  wood,  fodder, 
&c.  A  flight  of  steps  leads  up  to  the 
principal  entrance  in  the  first  floor  of 
the  building,  where  a  long  corridor 
connects  the  offices,  &c.  with  the 
QhapeL  Another  corridor  on  the  floor 
above  leads  to  the  dormitories,  the 
refectory,  the  gallery  of  the  chapel, 
&c.  The  Drawing  Room^  appropriated 
to  the  reception  of  strangers,  espe- 
cially ladies,  is  entered  from  the  stairs 
between  the  two  corridors.  Here 
brethren  do  the  honours  to  their 
visitors. 

The  Clavandier  (or  Bursar),  the 
commissary  of  the  establishment,  is 
the  brother  who  usually  presides  at 
the  hours  of  12  and  6,  dinner  and 
supper.  Gentlemen  dine  or  sup  with 
all  the  monks  in  their  refectory. 

The  room  appropriated  to  visitors 
is  large  and  convenient;  it  is  hung 
with  many  drawings  and  prints,  pre- 
sents sent  by  travellers  m  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  kind  attentions  which 
they  hadreceived  from  the  brethren.  A 
piano  was  among  the  presents  thus  sent 
by  a  lady.  Attached  to  this  room  is  a 
cabinet,  in  which  a  day,  unfavourable 
for  out-door  enjoyment,  may  be  passed 
with  interest  and  pleasure.  It  con- 
tains collections  of  the  plants,  insects, 
and  minerals  of  the  Alps,  and  many 
relics  of  the  Temple  deaicat«d  to  Ju- 
piter, which  formerly  stood  on  this 
pass,  near  to  the  site  of  the  hospice. 
These  antiquities  consist  of  votive 
tablets,  and  figures,  in  bronze,  and 
other  metals,  and  materials,  arms, 
coins,  &c.,  and  are  curiously  illus- 
trative of  the  early  worship  on  this 
mountain,  and  the  intercourse  esta- 
blished over  this  pass.  No  trace 
whatever  now  remains  of  the  temple, 
though  these  relics  are  found  upon 
what  is  known  to  have  been  its  site. 
Steps  cut  in  the  rock  may  yet  be  seen, 
which  led  up  to  the  spot  upon  which 
the  temple  stood. 

The  Chapel  of  the  hospice  is  gene- 
rally well  attended  on  Sundays  and 
Festas,  when  the  weather  is  not  unfa- 
vourable, by  the  peasants  from  the 
neighbouring  valleys  and  Alp  pas- 
tures. It  contains  a  monument  to 
General  Dessaix,  who  fell  at  Marengo, 


after  having  contributed  mainly  to 
that  victory:  it  was  erected  to  hi» 
memory  by  Napoleon. 

In  the  chapel  there  is  a  box,  where 
donations  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
establishment  are  put,  and  travellers 
who  receive  its  hospitalities  offer  their 
acknowledgments  m  a  sum  not  less 
than  they  would  have  paid  for  such 
accommodation  at  an  inn.  The  money 
thus  given  by  those  who  can  afford  it 
ought  to  be  m  a  more  liberal  degree, 
because  that  excess  aids  the  monks  to 
extend  their  assistance  to  poor  and 
destitute  travellers,  a  very  numerous 
class  of  claimants  upon  them,  from  the 
great  intercourse  wnich  exists  by  this 
pass  between  Switzerland  and  Italy.    . 

There  are  usually  10  or  12  bretm-en 
here.  They  are  all  young  men,  who 
enter  upon  this  devoted  service  at  18, 
The  severities  of  the  weather  in  the 
winter,  at  this  height,  often  impair 
their  health,  and  they  are  driven  to 
retire  to  a  lower  and  more  genial 
clime,  with  broken  constitutions  and 
ruined  health.  Even  in  the  summer 
it  has  happened  that  the  ice  has  never 
melted  in  the  lake  on  the  summit,  and 
in  some  years  not  a  week  has  passed 
without  snow  falling.  This  occurred 
in  1816.  It  always  freezes  early  in 
the  morning,  even  in  the  height  of 
summer,  and  the  hospice  is  ratefy  four 
months  clear  of  deep  snow.  Around 
the  building  it  averages  7  or  8  feet, 
and  the  drifts  sometimes  rest  against 
it,  and  accumulate  to  the  height  of  40 
feet  The  severest  cold  recorded  was 
29°  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit:  it  has 
often  been  observed  at  18°  and  20°  be- 
low. The  greatest  heat  has  been 
68°  in  the  height  of  summer. 

The  perilous  passage  of  this  moun- 
tain is  more  frequently  undertaken  m 
the  winter  than  is  generally  imagined; 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  neces- 
sity or  urgency  of  aff^s  which  can 
lead  persons  at  such  a  season  to  tra- 
verse these  dreary  and  dangerous  soli- 
tudes in  defiance  of  the  snows,  tour- 
mentes,  and  avalanches,  which  always 
threaten  and  often  overwhelm  them. 

To  assist  travellers,  amidst  the 
perils  to  which  they  are  here  ex- 
posed, is  the  duty  to  which  the  kind 
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brethren  o^  the  hospice  and  their 
assistants  devote  themselves.  Undis- 
mayed by  the  storm,  they  seek  amidst 
these  dangers  the  exhausted  or  over- 
whelmed traveller,  carrying  to  him 
food  and  cordials.  They  are  generally 
accompanied  by  their  Dogs^  animals 
of  peculiar  sagacity  for  this  service. 
These  do  not  roam  akme,  as  generally 
represented,  but  are  useful  companions 
to  the  brethren  or  their  assistants, 
tracing  out  the  victim  buried  in  the 
snow,  across  snow-heaps  too  light  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man — recover* 
ing  by  their  instinct  the  path  when 
to  human  sense  the  direction  of  the 
hospice  is  lost  amidst  the  darkness 
or  the  snow-whirl.  There  are  usu» 
ally  5  or  6  of  these  noble  animals 
kept  at  the  hospice.  The  breed  ori- 
ginally came  from  Snain,  Newfound- 
land dogs  are  founa  to  answer,  and 
are  employed  on  some  of  the  passes. 
Their  sense  of  smell  is  such  that  it  is 
affirmed  they  can  perceive  the  ap- 
proach of  a  traveller  at  the  distance 
of  a  league.  The  duties  of  the  Bro- 
therhood of  St.  Bernard  and  their 
servants  sometimes  lead  them  into 
fatal  danger.  On  the  17th  of  Pec,, 
1825,  a  party  of  3  domestics  of 
the  convent,  or  Marroniers — one  of 
them  was  Victor,  a  worthy  man, 
well  remembered  by  Alpine  travel- 
lers— went  out  with  2  dogs,  on  the 
side  of  the  Yacherie,  to  search  at  a 
dangerous  time  for  travellers.  They 
met  one  with  whom  they  were  re- 
turning to  the  convent,  when  &xl  ava- 
lanche overwhelmed  them,  and  all 
perished,  except  one  of  the  dogs, 
whose  prodigious  strength  and  ac- 
tivity enabled  it  to  escape.  The 
bodies  of  poor  Victor  and  his  com- 
panions were  found  only  after  the 
melting  of  the  snow  in  the  following 
summer.  Nov.  12,  1845,  the  Clavan* 
dier  and  3  servants  were  buried  be* 
neath  an  enormous  avalanche  from 
the  Mont  Mort,  which  covered  them 
15  ft.  deep,  and  all  perished. 

"  There  is  one  scene  of  melancholy 
interest  usually  visited  on  the  St. 
Bernard — the  Morgue^  or  receptacle 
for  the  dead.  It  is  a  low  building  a 
few^  yards  from  the  E.  extremity  of 
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the  convent,  where  the  bodies  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  to  storms  and 
avalanches  in  these  mountains  have 
been  placed.  They  have  generally 
been  found  frozen,  and  put  into  this 
horrid  receptacle  in  the  posture  in 
which  they  perished.  Here  many 
have  *  dried  up  and  withered,*  and 
on^some  even  the  clothes  have  re- 
mained after  18  years ;  others  present 
a  horrid  aspect,  some  of  the  bones  of 
the  head  being  blanched  and  exposed, 
whilst  black  integuments  still  attach 
to  parts  of  the  face.  Among  the  vic- 
tims were  a  mother  and  child.  The 
air  passed  freely  through  the  grated 
windows,  without  bearing  to  the  nos- 
trils of  the  observer  the  foul  evidence 
of  its  transition  through  this  dreadful 
place.  From  the  rapid  evaporation 
at  this  height,  the  bodies  had  dried 
without  the  usual  decay.  In  a  walled 
enclosure  on  one  side  of  the  morgue 
was  a  great  accumulation  of  bones, 
white,  broken,  and  apparently  the 
gathering  of  centuries.  Upon  this 
rocky  and  frozen  soil  thev  could  not 
bury  the  dead,  and,  probably,  as  they 
dry  up  without  offence,  they  are  placed 
here  for  the  chance  of  recognition." — 
Passes  of  the  Alps, 

The  system  of  purveyance  for  the 
hospital  seems  to  be  well  regulated, 
Supplies  come  from  Aosta  and  th^ 
neighbouring  villages.  Their  winter 
store  of  hay  for  their  cows  is  so  valu-^ 
able  that  the  mules  which  ascend 
from  either  side  with  travellers  gene; 
rally  bring  their  own  hay,  or  supply 
themselves  from  a  vender  established 
in  the  convent,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
below.  IjV'ood  for  firing  is  one  of  the 
most  important  necessaries  to  them. 
Not  a  stick  grows  within  2  leagues,  and 
all  the  fuel  supplied  to  the  convent 
is  brought  from  the  forest  which  be- 
longs to  it  in  the  Val  de  Ferret,  a 
distance  of  nearly  4  leagues.  The 
consupaption  of  wood  at  the  convent 
is  considerable,  for,  at  the  great  ele^ 
vation  of  the  hospice,  water  boils  at 
about  190  degrees,  which  is  ^o  much 
less  favourable  for  the  cooking  of 
meat  than  at  212  degrees,  that  it  re- 
quires 5  hrs,  to  effect  that  which,  at  a 
less  elevation,  ipaay  b?  done  in  3  hrs. 
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They  have  adopted  stoves  for  warming 
the  convent  with  hot  air. 

Visitors  universally  acknowledge  the 
kind  and  courteous  attention  which 
they  receive  from  those  excellent  men, 
particularly  at  table.  They  are  freely 
communicative  about  their  establish- 
ment, and  conversation  has  no  re- 
straint, but  in  the  respect  which  their 
characters  demand.  The  language 
used  by  them  is  French,  though  there 
are  Italians  and  Germans  among 
them.  They  are  well  informed  upon 
most  subjects,  and  intelligent  upon 
those  in  which  their  situation  nas 
been  favourable  to  their  acquiring  in- 
formation. The  periodical  works  of 
some  academic  bodies  and  institutions 
are  sent  to  them,  and  they  have  a 
small  library,  which  is  chiefly  theo- 
logical. During  their  short  summers, 
their  intercourse  with  well-informed 
travellers  is  extensive,  which  is  shown 
in  the  names  and  notices  left  by  tra- 
vellers in  the  albums  preserved  care- 
fully by  the  brethren  at  the  hospice. 
This  intercourse  gives  to  their  in- 
quiries a  propriety,  and  an  apparent 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

A  report  had  prevailed  that  the 
funds  of  the  convent  had  suffered 
much  upon  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  who 
had  especially  patronised  the  esta- 
blishment. In  reply  to  inquiries  upon 
this  subject,  the  prior  answered  that 
their  funds  were  m  a  flourishing  con- 
dition; that  Buonaparte  rather  im- 
poverished than  enriched  them.  It 
was  true  that  he  had  assisted  them 
with  donations,  but  his  claims  upon 
their  funds  had  exceeded  his  benents; 
that  they  had  had  40  men  quartered 
upon  them  for  months  together,  and 
6J,000  had  passed  in  one  season,  and 
all  these  had  been  assisted.  Their 
funds,  he  said,  from  the  facilities 
which  peace  gave  to  travelling,  were 
now  iucreasing,  because  visitors  to 
the  convent,  who  can  afford  it,  are 
usually  donors. 

The  monks  are  of  the  order  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  the  distinguish- 
ing badge  of  that  order  is  a  white 
slit  band  passed  round  the  neck, 
the  ends  before  and  behind  being 
tucked  into  the  girdle.      The   dress 


is  a  black  cloth  robe,  which  reaches 
nearly  to  the  ankle,  buttoned  from 
top  to  bottom;  a  black  conical  cap» 
with  a  tuft  at  the  top,  completes  a 
costume  which  is  gentlemanly  and 
becoming. 

Travellers  who  wish  to  stay  at  the 
hosi>ice  for  a  few  days,  must  obtain 
the  leave  of  the  principal.  It  is 
understood  that  the  object  of  the  esta- 
blishment is  only  to  assist  the  passing 
traveller ;  but  a  stay  of  some  days  for 
scientific  research,  or  excursion  in  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  is  readily 
acceded  to. 

•*  The  monks  have  a  deep  cellar 
where  they  keep  their  wine,  &c.  un- 
frozen, although  the  thermometer 
often  descends  to  20°  of  Reaumur,  or 
13°  of  our  scale.  Fresh  meat  is  easily 
procured  in  the  summer  from  the 
valleys,  but  for  winter  they  lay  up  a 
store  of  salted  and  pressed  meat.  They 
also  keep  a  number  of  cows  to  supply 
them  with  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 
One  only  is  kept  up  at  the  hospice 
during  the  winter :  the  rest  are  sent 
to  Martigny,  and  their  produce  car- 
ried up  in  the  solid  form.  The  monks 
are  also  obliged  to^keep  45  horses  all 
the  year,  in  order  to  use  them  for 
conveying  wood  to  the  hospice  from 
a  forest  3  leagues  off.  This  employ- 
ment lasts  for  2  months  during  sum- 
mer, hence  the  wood  must  be  by  ^Eur 
the  most  expensive  article.  Travel- 
lers are  passing  every  day  during  the 
winter,  notwithstanding  the  perils  of 
such  a  pass  at  such  times.  These 
persons,  when  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
house  not  &r  from  the  summit,  are 
desired  to  wait  till  the  following 
morning,  when  a  servant  and  a  dog 
descend  from  the  top  to  this  kind  of 
refuge,  and  take  up  aU  the  persons 
assembled,  the  servant  being  conducted 
by  the  dog,  who,  it  appears,  never 
misses  his  way,  but,  entirely  hidden, 
except  his  tail,  in  the  snow,  directs  the 
march  of  the  whole  cavalcade.  (N.B. 
The  monk  assured  us  that  all  the 
stories  about  their  going  out  searching 
for  lost  travellers,  and  the  dogs  car- 
rying wine,  are  false  in  toto,  and  the 
proof  is,  that  Buch  proceeding  is  im» 
possible,  for  as  great  difficulty  exists 
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te  the  monks  going  about  as  to  the 
travellers.)  This  labour  of  the  dogs 
is  so  great,  that  their  life  never  ex- 
ceeds 9  years,  owing  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  which  is  the  bane  of  both 
dog  and  man  up  here.  The  infirm 
dogs  are  generally  killed.  If  the  feet 
of  the  persons  are  found  frozen,  thev 
are  immediately  rubbed  strongly  with 
snow  or  with  a  stimulating  ointment 
If  neither  succeed,  the  mortified  part 
is  immediately  amputated  by  one  of 
the  monks,  who  studies  medicine  a 
little.  If  necessary,  stockings,  &c.  are 
eiven  to  the  poor.  No  dead  body  has 
been  left  unclaimed  for  two  years  past, 
so  that  there  was  no  addition  to  the 
morgue.  The  snow  is  generally  30 
ft,  deep  in  winter.  The  dogs  at  pre- 
sent (June  20,  1840)  at  the  hospice 
are  5.  Tradition  reports  that  they  are 
a  cross  between  tbe  Newfoundland 
and  the  Fyrenean.  In  the  year  1823 
all  the  dogs  and  3  servants  (sent  on 
this  occasion  together  —  an  unusual 
occurrence)  were  destroyed  by  an 
avalanche.  Luckily  the  monks  had 
recently  given  away  a  couple  of  dogs, 
which  were  returned  to  them,  or  the 
breed  would  have  been  lost  10  ser- 
vants are  kept  in  winter,  and  8  in  sum- 
mer, of  whom  2  descend  daily  to  the 
refuges  to  bring  up  travellers,  from 
the  month  of  Octooer  to  the  end  of 
April,  the  time  of  course  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  season.  Few  of  the 
monks  are  able  to  stand  the  climate 
for  more  than  15  years  ;  but  there  is 
no  stated  time  for  which  they  devote 
themselves  ;  each  stays  as  long  as  he 
is  able,  being  allowed  30  days  recre- 
ation— 15  at  a  time — at  a  subsidiary 
house  at  Martigny,  where  also  they 
descend  when  no  longer  able  to  live  at 
the  St.  Bernard,  or  else  they  go  to  the 
hospice  on  the  Simplon.  We  break- 
fiwted  with  9  monks.  Service  is  per- 
formed in  the  chapel  at  4^  a.m.  in 
summer,  and  5  in  winter,  and  at  8  P.H. 
aU  the  year  round. 

**  The  times  at  which  the  poor  tra- 
vellers pass  in  greatest  numbers  dur- 
ing the  winter,  are  in  November,  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  April.  As  many 
as  2000  per  month  will  pass  in  Febru- 
ary and  Harch,  because  the  poor  in- 
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habitants  of  the  valleys  are  then  going 
out  to  seek  work  ;  in  November  they 
come  home  with  money  in  their 
pockets." — S.  W.  J.  M.  In  the  course 
of  1844,  19,000  travellers  passed  over 
the  mountain. 

"  The  scene  from  the  W.  end  of  the 
hospice  looking  towards  Italy  is  sterile 
and  dreary  ;  patches  of  snow  are.  seen 
on  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  which 
sweep  down  to  the  lake  ;  and  the  Pain 
de  Sucre^  a  pinnacled  mountain  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Yacherie,  with  its 
rocks  and  snows,  adds  to  its  wildness 
and  desolation. 

**  A  column  opposite  to  the  middle 
of  the  water  marks  the  boundary  of 
Piedmont  and  the  Yallais  ;  above  and 
beyond  it,  is  the  little  plain  of  Jupiter, 
where  a  temple  formerly  stood,  and 
from  which  a  Roman  road  led  down 
on  the  Fiedmontese  side  of  the  pass. 
This  road  may  be  easily  traced  in  the 
hewn  rock,  and  the  remains  of  a  mas- 
sive pavement ;  but  not  a  vestige  of 
the  temple  is  left  above-  the  surface. 

*^From  the  fragments  which  have 
been  found  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
Boman  work  of  a  time  probably  not 
earlier  than  that  of  Augustus.  The 
period  of  the  substitution  of  a  military 
column  for  the  statue  of  Jupiter,  under 
the  younger  Constantine,  m  the  year 
339,  was  probably  not  that  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  temple;  for  medals  of 
the  children  of  Theodosius,  50  yvars 
later,  have  been  found  there. 

"  The  first  foundation  of  the  hos- 
pice has  been  attributed  by  some  to 
Louis  le  Debonnaire,  by  others  to  Char- 
lemagne, whose  uncle  Bernard^  an  ille- 
gitimate son  of  Charles  Martel,  led  a 
oivision  of  the  invading  army  of  Char- 
lemagpie  over  the  Great  St  Ber- 
nard when  he  went  to  attack  Lom- 
bardy.  The  present  name  of  the  pass, 
Saussure  supposes,  might  have  been 
derived  from  this  Bernard  ;  but  there 
was  another  of  the  name,  an  illegiti- 
mate son  of  Pepin,  to  whom  Charle- 
magne left  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  To 
him  may  rather  be  attributed  tne  ori- 
ginal establishment  of  the  hospice, 
from  the  interest  which  he  would  have 
in  preserving  the  communication  with 
Gaul  by  this  passage  of  the  Alps, 
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and  with  it  have  given  his  name,  for 
there  is  historical  evidence  that  a 
monastery  existed  on  the  Great  St. 
Bernard  before  the  year  851. 

"  The  present  hospice  was  founded 
in  962,  by  Bernard,  who  was  bom  of 
a  noble  mmily  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha- 
teau of  Menthon,  on  the  lake  of  An- 
necj.  A  determination  at  an  early 
age  to  devote  himself  to  an  ecclesias- 
tical life  induced  him  to  desert  his 
home  and  go  to  Aosta,  of  which  city 
he  afterwards  became  archdeacon.  A 
coincidence  of  his  name  with  that  of 
the  monastery  probably  influenced 
his  determination  to  re-establish  the 
hospice  on  Mont  Joux,  by  which  name 
it  was  generally  known  before  it  ac*- 
quired  that  of  St.  Bernard.  He. 
rounded  at  nearly  the  same  time  the 
hospice  on  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  and 
gave  to  them  the  name,  and  placed 
them  under  the  protection,  of  his  fa- 
vourite saint,  Nicolas  de  Myra,  as 
tutelary  patron  of  these  establisnments. 
By  degrees  the  name  of  the  devotee 
was  joined  to  that  of  the  saint,  and 
after  the  canonization  of  Bernard  his 
name  superseded  that  of  all  others, 
and  has  continued  attached  to  the 
hospice  since  1123.  The  attempt  of 
Constantine  to  destroy  the  worship 
of  Jupiter  had  not  entirely  succeeded; 
but  St.  Bernard  rooted  out  the  re- 
mains of  paganism,  and  founded  an 
estflblishment  for  active  benevolence, 
to  which  thousands  have  been  in- 
debted. He  died  in  1008,  after  having 
governed  the  convent  upwards  of  40 
years.  For  some  time  after  the  death 
of  St.  Bernard  the  hospice  was  ex- 
posed to  frequent  outrages  from  bar- 
barians who  traversed  the  mountains; 
and  its  records  of  the  11th  century 
present  a  succession  of  calamities. 

"In  the  contests  of  the  emperor 
Frederic  Barbarossa  with  pope  Alex- 
ander in.,  and  Humbert  count  of 
Maurienne,  diplomas  of  protection 
were  given  by  them  for  the  security  of 
persons  and  property  belonging  to  the 
monastery.  It  was  one  of  the  very 
few  objects  in  which  emperors,  sove- 
reign pontifiPs,  and  other  distinguished 
persons,  disputed  the  glory  of  fostering 
and  protectm^g  a  foundation  so  impor- 


tant to  humanity.  It  soon  acquired 
great  celebrity  and  opulence.  As  early 
as  1177,  it  had,  in  various  dioceses,  88 
benefices,  in  priories,  cures,  chateaux, 
and  farms;  it  had  lands  in  Sicily,  in 
Flanders,  and  in  England.  Its  cli- 
max of  riches  and  importance  was 
in  1480,  when  it  possessed  98  cures 
alone.  Subsequently,  however,  the 
Reformation,  political  changes  in  the 
states,  loss  of  distant  property,  dis- 

Eutes  with  the  popes,  with  the  neigh- 
ouring  states,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  monks  of  St  Bernard  to 
seek  even  eleemosynary  assistance. 
The  very  land  upon  which  their  noble 
duties  are  performed  has  been  the 
subject  of  disputes  between  the  neigh- 
bouring states.  Sardinia  claimed  it 
as  within  a  frontier  extending  to  the 
bridge  of  Nudri,  on  the  northern 
side;  but  the  Yallaisans  established  a 
claim  to  it  as  within  the  diocese  of 
Sion,  by  bulls  of  the  popes  from 
Leo  IX.  to  Benoit  XIV.  The  hos- 
pice, therefore,  stands  within  the 
canton  of  the  Yallais;  but  its  autho- 
rity extends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  on  the  borders  of  which  a  co- 
lumn is  fixed  as  a  line  of  demarcation ; 
and  the  excellent  brethren  of  St. 
Bernard  had  not  only  all  their  pro- 
perty within  the  state  of  SarcQnia 
taken  from  them,  but  they  were  ac- 
tually taxed  by  this  state  for  the  use 
which  they  made  of  the  summer  pas- 
turage of  the  Vacherie.  Very  little 
property  in  land  still  belongs  to  the 
hospice;  a  vineyard  at  Clarens,  and 
a  rarm  at  Bocne,  in  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  are  the  principal:  their  re- 
sources are  small,  and  in  aid  of  them 
collections  are  regularly  made  in  the 
Swiss  cantons;  but  tnis  has  beeni 
sometimes  abused  by  impostors,  who 
have  collected  as  the  agents  of  the  hos- 
pice."— Brockedon's  Passes  of  the  Alps. 

On  leaving  the  hospice  to  descend 
to  the  Val  d'Aosta,  tne  path  skirts 
the  lake,  and  passes  between  it  and 
the  Plain  de  Jupiter.  A  little  be- 
yond the  end  of  the  lake,  after  passing 
through  a  short  defile,  the  scene  opens 
towards  Italy,  into  the  vast  basm  of 
the  Vacherie,  where  the  cows  of  the 
convent  are  pastured.    The  road  tuns 
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abruptly  to  the  rieht,  and  sweeps 
round  the  basin  to  descend  gradually 
to  the  plain  below. 

The  view  on  first  looking  out  upon 
the  Yacherie,  from  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine,  the  moun- 
tains on  the  opposite  side  being  sub- 
lime in  form  and  elevation:  the  most 
striking  in  the  scene  is  the  Painde 
Sticre,  celebrated  by  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Yacherie 
the  path  winds  down  by  a  series  of 
zigzags,  and  thence  the  descent  is 
ranid  to  St.  Bemy,  a  dreary  little 
village,  but  where  there  is  now  a 
very  fair  Inn,  Here  return  chars  to 
Aosta  may  generally  be  obtained  for 
10  francs.  G^vellers  who  leave  Aosta 
to  visit  the  hospice,  in  a  char  for  St. 
Bemy,  and  intend  to  return,  cause  it 
to  wait  for  them  there  for  four  or  six 
hours,  and  pay  20  francs  for  the  char 
for  the  day,  with  a  buona-mano  to  the 
postilion.  But  it  generally  happens 
that  the  traveller  crosses  the  moun- 
tain, in  which  case  he  pays  from  12 
to  14  francs  for  the  char,  and  the 
postilions  wait  till  the  evening  for 
customers  descending  from  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  it  is  seldom  that 
they  are  disappointed  in  a  fare. 

Prom  St.  Bemy  the  road  descends, 
with  little  interest  in  the  scenery,  to 
St.  Oyen,  where  the  passports  are  ex- 
amined. These  require  great  regu- 
larity, or  the  permission  to  pass  is 
withheld.  Beyond  St.  Oyen,  at  Etrou- 
bles,  where  the  Fiedmontese  custom- 
house is  placed,  an  examination  of 
baggage  takes  place.  The  Fiedmont- 
ese officers  are  usually  very  cour- 
teous. 

At  Etroubles,  the  St.  Bernard 
branch  of  the  Buttier  is  crossed,  and 
the  road  descends  to  the  village  of 
Gignod,  where  the  vegetation  begins 
to  luxuriate,  and  the  Italian  side  of 
the  mountain  is  felt  and  seen.  Here 
there  is  a  fine  peep  into  the  Yal  Fel- 
lina.  From  Gignod  to  the  city  of 
Aosta,  the  richness  of  the  scenery  is 
constantly  increasing.  Trellised  vmes 
and  Indian  com  mark  the  approach 
to  the  Yal  d' Aosta;  and  the  first 
view  of  the  city  and  the  valley,  in  the 
descent  from  the  St.  Bernard,  where 


the  background  is  filled  with  the  mag- 
nificent forms  and  snowy  summits  of 
the  mountains  above  the  Yal  deCogne, 
is  very  fine  indeed. 
Aosta,  p.  293. 


BOUTE  108a. 

ST.  BERNARD  TO  CORMAYEUR,  BY  THE 
COL  DE  SERENA. 

"  9  or  10  hours  on  foot.  This  is  by 
for  the  best  way  of  getting  from  the 
hospice  to  Cormayeur.  On  leaving 
St.  Bemy  (Bte.  108),  take  the  road  to 
the  rt.  to  the  village  of  Bosses,  then 
through  fields  for  ^  an  hour,  and  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Col.  Half  an 
hour's  ascent  through  a  pine-forest 
brings  you  to  the  laist  chalet,  where 
milk  and  cheese  may  be  obtained  as 
long  as  the  cows  are  on  the  mountain. 
Here,  instead  of  following  a  road  to 
the  rt.,  go  up  the  mountain  by  a  zigzag 
path,  immediately  behind  the  chilet, 
and  1^  hour's  good  walking  will  land 
you  on  the  top  of  the  CoL  This  part 
of  the  road  is  exceedingly  steep,  but 
the  view  from  the  summit  well  rewards 
the  traveller  for  his  labour.  The 
scenery  is  very  wild,  especially  towards 
the  N.  and  N.W.,  offering  a  great  con- 
trast to  the  beautifully  cultivated  val- 
ley of  Aosta,  which  shortly  afterwards 
(just  above  the  village  of  Merges) 
you  see  extended  at  your  feet.  From 
Morges  to  Morgex,  on  the  high  road 
between  Aosta  and  Cormayeur  (Bte. 
107),  is  a  walk  down  a  stony  path  of 
about  i  an  hour.  The  Serena  abounds 
ivith  ptarmigan  and  chamois.  There 
are  two  other  routes  from  the  St« 
Bernard  to  Cormayeur  j—l,  by  the 
Col  des  Fendtres  (over  which  the 
monks  brine  their  wood  from  the  Val 
Ferret)  and  the  Col  de  Ferret  (Bte. 
no);  and  2,  by  the  Col  de  St.  Bemy, 
turning  off  to  the  rt.  between  the 
Yacherie  and  St.  Bemy,  and  getting 
into  the  pass  of  the  Ferret  at  Saevin. 
This  last  is  the  shortest  route  of  the 
three,  but  is  very  fatiguing,  and  re- 
quires a  local  guide.  A  good  walker 
may  easily  get  to  Cormayeur  this  way' 
in  7  hours.' —F. 
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ROUTE  109. 

ST.  BRANCHIER  TO  AOSTA  BY  THE  VAL- 
LEY OF  BAGNES,  THE  GLACIERS  OF 
CHARMONTANE,  THE  COL  DE8  FENE- 
TBE8,  AND  THE  VAL  PELLINA. 

(Two  Days.) 
From  St.  Branchier  (Rte.  108)  a 
good  mule-track  leads  up  the  valley 
of  Bagnes,  which  is  very  fertile,  to 
Lourtier,  passing  through  many  vil- 
lages, especially  those  of  Chable  and 
Morgnes.  The  valley  is  narrow, 
abounding  in  gorges,  and  offering 
many  fine  scenes  to  the  pencil  of  the 
traveller.  Above  Lourtier,  the  last 
village  in  the  valley,  this  character 
becomes  more  striking,  and  the  pass 
increases  in  difficulty  to  Font  de 
Mauvoisin,  a  lofty  stone -arched 
bridge,  by  which,  you  pass  &om  the 
rt.  to  the  1.  bank  of  the  Drance,  ad- 
joining a  small  hamlet,  not  far  below 
the  glaciers  of  Getroz.  The  descent 
of  these  glaciers  from  the  Mont  Pleu- 
reur  was  the  cause  of  the  interruption 
of  the  waters  of  the  Drance,  which 
formed  a  lake  and  burst  its  bounds  in 
1595,  carrying  off  in  its  destructive 
course  more  than  140  persons  from 
the  valley,  besides  houses  and  cattle. 
A  more  recent  inundation,  that  of 
1818,  from  a  similar  cause,  has  left 
fearful    traces  of   its    overwhelming 

Sower.  Among  the  boulders  brought 
own  by  that  event,  is  one  which 
contains  above  1400  sq.  ft.;  and  the 
height  which  the  waters  then  at- 
tained is  yet  distinctly  marked  where 
the  land,  then  covered,  is  even  now 
desolate. 

"  Vast  blocks  of  stone,"  says 
Brockedon,  in  his  *  Excursions  in  the 
Alps,*  "  which  were  driven  and  de- 
posited there  by  the  force  of  the 
waters,  now  strew  the  valley;  and 
sand  and  pebbles  present  an  arid  sur- 
face where  rich  pasturages  were  seen 
before  the  catastrophe.  The  quantity 
and  violence  of  the  water  suddenly 
disengaged,  and  the  velocity  of  its 
descent,  presented  a  force  which  the 
mind  may  calculate,  but  cannot  con- 
ceive. 

*'  In  the  accounts  which  have  been 
given  of  this  event,  the  object  of  the 


writers  has  been  merely  to  describe 
the  catastrophe,  and  the  extent  of  its 
injuries;  but  in  reading  the  account 
of  M.  Escber  de  Linth,  published  in 
the  Bib.  Univ.  de  Geneve,  Sci.  et  Art&f 
torn.  viii.  p.  291,  I  was  most  forcibly 
struck  with  the  unparalleled  heroism 
of  the  brave  men  who  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  evil,  by  opening  a  channel 
for  the  waters,  which  had,  by  their 
accumulation,  become  a  source  of 
terror  to  the  inhabitants  of  these 
valleys.  . 

"  In  the  spring  of  1818  the  people 
of  the  valley  of  Bagnes  became 
alarmed  on  observing  the  low  state  of 
the  waters  of  the  Drance,  at  a  season 
when  the  melting  of  the  snows  usu- 
ally enlarged  the  torrent;  and  this 
alarm  was  increased  by  the  records  of 
similar  appearances  before  the  dread- 
ful inundation  of  1595,  which  was 
then  occasioned  by  the  accumulation 
of  the  waters  behind  the  debris  of  a 
glacier  that  formed  a  dam,  which  re- 
mained until  the  pressure  of  the  water 
burst  the  dike,  and  it  rushed  through 
the  valley,  leaving  desolation  in  its 
course. 

"In  April,  1818,  some  persons 
went  up  the  valley  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  deficiency  of  water,  and 
they  discovered  that  vast  masses  of 
the  glaciers  of  Getroz,  and  avalanches 
of  snow,  had  fallen  into  a  narrow  part 
of  the  valley,  between  Mont  Fleureur 
and  Mont  Mauvoisin,  and  formed  a 
dike  of  ice  and  snow  600  ft.  wide 
and  400  ft.  high,  on  a  base  of  3000  ft, 
behind  which  the  waters  of  the 
Drance  had  accumulated,  and  formed 
a  lake  above  7000  ft.  long.  M.  Ve- 
netz,  the  engineer  of  the  Vallais,  was 
consulted,  and  he  immediately  de- 
cided upon  cutting  a  gallery  throurii 
this  barrier  of  ice,  60  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  com- 
mencing, and  where  the  dike  was  600 
ft.  thick.  He  calculated  upon  making 
a  tunnel  through  this  mass  before  the 
water  should  have  risen  60  ft.  higher 
in  the  lake.  On  the  10th  of  May  the 
work  was  begun  by  gangs  of  60  men, 
who  relieved  each  other,  and  worked, 
without  intermission,  day  and  nighty 
with  inconceivable  courage  and  per- 
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fleyerance,  neither  deterred  by  the 
daily  occurring  danger  firom  the  fell- 
ing of  fresh  masses  of  the  glacier,  nor 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  water  in 
the  lake,  which  rose  62  ft.  in  34  days 
• — cm  an  average  nearly  2  ft.  each 
day;  but  it  once  rose  5  ft.  in  one  day, 
and  threatened  each  moment  to  burst 
the  dike  by  its  increasing  pressure; 
or,  rising  in  a  more  rapid  proportion 
than  the  men  could  proceed  with  their 
work,  render  their  efforts  abortive,  by 
rising  above  them.  Sometimes  dread- 
fiil  noises  were  heard,  as  the  pressure 
of  the  water  detached  masses  of  ice 
from  the  bottom,  which,  floating,  pre- 
sented so  much  of  their  bulk  above 
the  water  as  led  to  the  belief  that 
gome  of  them  were  70  ft  thick.  The 
men  persevered  in  their  fearful  duty 
without  any  serious  accident-,  and 
though  sufrering  severely  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  surrounded  by  dangers 
which  cannot  be  justly  described,  by 
the  4th  of  June  they  had  accomplished 
an  opening  600  ft.  long;  but  having 
begun  their  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
dike  at  the  same  time,  the  place  where 
they  ought  to  have  met  was  20  ft 
lower  on  one  side  of  the  lake  than  on 
the  other;  it  was  fortunate  that  lat- 
terly the  increase  of  the  perpendicular 
height  of  the  water  was  less,  owing  to 
the  extension  of  its  surface.  Tney 
proceeded  to  level  the  highest  side  of 
the  tunnel,  and  completed  it  just  be- 
fore the  water  reached  them.  On  the 
evening  of  the  13th  the  water  began 
to  flow.  At  first  the  opening  was  not 
large  enough  to  carry  off  the  supplies 
of  water  which  the  lake  received,  and 
it  rose  2  ft  above  the  tunnel;  but  this 
soon  enlarged  from  the  action  of  the 
water,  as  it  melted  the  floor  of  the 
gallery,  and  the  torrent  rushed 
through.  In  32  hrs.  the  lake  sunk 
10  ft.,  and  during  ihe  following  24 
hrs.  20  ft.  more ;  in  a  few  days  it  would 
have  been  emptied;  for  the  floor 
melting,  and  bemg  driven  off  as  the 
water  escaped,  kept  itself  below  the 
level  of  the  water  vnthin;  but  the 
cataract  which  issued  from  the  gal- 
lery melted,  and  broke  up  also  a  large 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  dike  which 
had  served  a?  its  buttress;  its  resist- 


ance decreased  faster  than  the  pres- 
sure of  the  lake  lessened,  and  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of 
June  the  dike  burst,  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  water  escaped  through  the 
breach,  and  left  the  hike  empty. 

**  The  greatest  accumulation  of 
water  had  been  800,000,000  of  cubic 
feet;  the  tunnel,  before  the  disruption, 
had  carried  off  nearly  330,000,000 — 
Escher  says,  270,000,000;  but  he 
neglected  to  add  60,000,000  which 
flowed  into  the  lake  in  3  days.  In 
half  an  hour,  530,000,000  cubic  ft. 
of  water  passed  through  the  breach, 
or  300,000  ft.  per  second;  which 
is  5  times  greater  in  quantity  than 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  at  Basle, 
where  it  is  1300  English  ft  wide. 
In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  water 
reached  Martigny,  a  distance  of  8 
leagues.  Through  the  first  70,000 
ft.  it  passed  with  the  velocity  of 
33  ft.  per  second — four  or  five 
times  fester  than  the  most  rapid 
river  known ;  yet  it  was  charged  with 
ice,  rocks,  earth,  trees,  houses,  cattle, 
and  men;  34  persons  were  lost,  400 
cottages  swept  away,  and  the  da- 
mage done  in  the  2  hrs.  of  its  deso- 
lating power  exceeded  a  million  of 
Swiss  livres.  All  the  people  of  the 
valley  had  been  cautioned  against  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  irruption;  yet  it 
was  fetal  to  so  many.  All  the  bridges 
in  its  course  were  swept  away,  and 
among  them  the  bridge  of  Mauvoisin, 
which  was  elevated  90  feet  above  the 
ordinary  height  of  the  Drance.  If 
the  dike  had  remained  untouched,  and 
it  could  have  endured  the  pressure 
until  the  lake  had  reached  me  level 
of  its  top,  a  volume  of  1,700,000,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  would  have  been 
accumulated  there,  and  a  devastation 
much  more  fatal  and  extensive  must 
have  been  the  consequence.  From 
this  greater  danger  the  people  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance  were  preserved 
by  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  the 
brave  men  who  effected  the  formation 
of  the  gallery  in  the  dike,  under  the 
direction  of  M.  Yenetz.  I  know  no 
instance  on  record  of  courage  equal 
to  this:  their  risk  of  life  was  not  for 
fame  or  for  riches — they  had  not  the 
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usual  excitements  to  personal  risk  in 
a  world's  applause  or  gazetted  promO' 
tion, — their  devoted  courage  was  to 
save  the  lives  and  property  of  their 
feilow-men,  not  to  destroy  them. 
They  steadily  and  heroically  perse- 
vered in  their  labours,  amidst  dangers 
such  as  a  field  of  battle  never  pre- 
sented, and  from  which  some  of  the 
bravest  brutes  that  ever  lived  would 
have  shrunk  in  dismay.  These  truly 
brave  Yallaisans  deserve  all  honour  I 

But  the  skill  of  M.  Yenetz  was  not 
limited  in  its  application  to  emptying 
the  lake :  his  anilities  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  prevention  of 
such  another  catastrophe,  for  the  lia- 
bility to  its  recurrence  was  obvious. 
Not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ice 
which  formed  the  barrier  had  been 
removed  when  the  dike  burst,  and 
fresh  masses  were  still  falling  from 
Mont  Pleureur  and  Mont  Mauvoisin, 
the  mountains  of  which  the  bases 
formed  the  buttresses  to  the  dike;  in 
f^t  the  dike  was  again  accumulating 
so  rapidly,  that  at  the  end  of  1819  the 
barrier  was  almost  as  complete  as  be- 
fore its  bursting,  from  the  pressure  of 
the  lake. 

It  became,  therefore,  an  important 
object  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
former  catastrophe,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  means  as  would  prevent,  or  at 
least  diminish,  the  increase  of  the 
barrier.  Blasting  by  gunpowder  was 
found  impracticable,  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  firing  the  powder  at  consi- 
derable depths  in  the  ice,  and  from 
the  comparatively  small  masses  re- 
moved by  this  means.  After  much 
consideration  and  many  trials,  a  mode 
has  been  adopted  and  put  in  execu- 
tion by  M.  Venetz,  which  promiies 
the  greatest  success. 

"  M.  Venetz  had  remarked  that  the 
glacier  could  not  support  Itself  where 
the  river  was  of  a  certain  width,  but 
fell  into  it  and  was  dissolved;  whereas, 
where  the  river  was  comparatively 
narrow,  the  ice  and  snow  formed  a 
vault  over  it,  and  consequently  tended 
to  the  preservation  of  any  portion 
falling  from  the  glacier  above,  Per- 
ceiving also  the  effect  of  the  river  in 
dissolving  the  part  it  came  in  contact 


with,  he  formed  and  executed  the  de- 
sign of  bringing  the  streams  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  by  a  canal  to 
Mauvoisin,  opposite  the  highest  part 
of  the  glacier  where  it  touched  that 
mountain.  From  hence  it  was  con- 
ducted by  wooden  troughs  on  to  the 
glacier  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
valley.  The  water  was  divided  into 
two  streams;  one  filing  nearly  on 
the  one  edge  of  the  Drance,  and  the 
other  on  the  other;  and  having  been 
warmed  by  the  sun  in  its  course,  soon 
cut  very  deep  channels  in  the  ice. 
When  they  reached  the  river  the 
troughs  were  removed  a  few  feet,  and 
thus  the  stream  produced  the  effect  of 
a  saw,  which,  dividing  the  ice,  forced 
the  portion  between  Siem  to  fall  into 
the  Drance. 

"  When  the  weather  is  fine,  these 
streams,  which  are  not  more  than  4 
or  5  inches  in  diameter,  act  with  ex- 
traordinary power,  piercing  a  hole 
200  feet  deep  and  6  feet  in  diameter 
in  24  hours.  They  are  calculated  to 
remove  100,000  cubical  feet  of  ice 
from  the  barrier  daily,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  if  the  weather  is  fine 
the  whole  will  be  removed  in  three 
years. 

«  At  the  end  of  the  season  of  1822, 
the  Drance  remained  covered  only  for 
a  len::th  of  480  feet;  whereas,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  operation,  it 
was  covered  over  a  length  of  1350 
feet.  M.  Venetz  estimates  the  quan- 
tity of  ice  removed  in  1822  as  between 
11  and  12  millions  of  cubical  feet." — 
Bib,  Univ*  xxii.  58. 

"The  main  glacier  of  Getroz  lies 
high  up  amidst  the  defiles  of  Mont 
Pleureur,  and  is  not  visible  from  the 
path  along  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley.  The  glacier  which  did  the 
mischief,  now  reduced  in  size,  resem<^ 
bles  a  mass  of  unmelted  snow,  lying 
in  the  depths  of  the  defile,  and  in 
reality  consists  of  fragments  which 
have  fallen  from  the  upper  glacier 
over  a  cliff  of  enormous  height,  at 
whose  edge  it  terminates.  The  defile 
is  so  narrow  that  these  dirty  fallen 
fragments  still  partially  bar  the  course 
of  the  river,  and  must  continue  to 
qhoke  t]ie  Quti?t  until  a  tunnel  be 
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formed  for  the  passage  of  the  water 
beneath  them," — See  Forbes. 

The  path  now  lies  across  the  bed 
of  the  glacier-lake,  whose  bursting 
did  so  much  mischief:  4  hours'  walk 
from  Chable;  1^  hour  further  lie  the 
chalets  of  Torembec,  aboye  Getroz, 
which  can  be  reached  in  good  time  in 
one  day  from  Martigny;  and  those 
who  wish  to  cross  the  glaciers  of 
Oharmontane  can  sleep  Uiere,  and, 
starting  early  the  next  morning,  push 
on  to  the  extremity  of  the  valley, 
cross  two  glaciers,  and  attain  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass  of  the  Col  des  Fene- 
tres  in  time  to  reach  Aosta  on  the 
following  day. 

The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley,  crossing  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Drance,  presents  scenes  of  greater 
grandeur  than  any  below.  As  the 
valley  turns  to  the  S.E.  several  gla- 
ciers come  into  sight,  and  that  of 
Durand,  descending  on  the  rt.  from 
the  Mont  Combein,  stretches  over 
across  the  Drance.  It  requires  to  be 
traversed  in  order  to  reach  the  pas- 
tures, on  which  stand  the  chalets  of 
Oharmontane,  on  the  W.  of  the  valley, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  AvrU.  Hence 
there  is  a  magnificent  view  over  the 
glacier  of  Charmontane,  a  sea  of  ice 
nearly  unexplored. 

Pr(^ssor  Forbes  did  not  descend 
to  the  chalets,  but  keeping  high  up  on 
the  flanks  of  Mont  Avril,  skirting  the 
glacier,  mounted  by  a  tedious  but  not 
difficult  ascent,  to  the 

Col  des  Fenetres,  4  hrs.,  9213  feet 
above  the  sea-leveL  Calvin  fled  by 
this  pass  from  Aosta  in  1541. 

**  The  view  towards  Italy  is  won- 
derfully striking.  The  mountains  (of 
Cogne)  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  Buitor,  are  spread  out  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  beneath  we  have  the  ex- 
ceeding deep  valley  of  Ollomont,  com- 
municating with  the  Val  Pelline, 
which  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Val 
d' Aosta.  It  is  enclosed  by  ridges  of 
the  most  fantastic  and  savage  gran* 
deur,  which  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains on  either  side  of  the  Col  on  the 
N,£.  from  Mont  Combein,  rising  to  a 
height  of  14,200  ft.,  and  on  the  S.E, 
from   Mont  Gelee,  11,000  ft,  high, 
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and  almost  too  steep  to  bear  snow, 
presenting  a  perfect  ridge  of  pyra- 
midal aiguilles  stretching  towards  Val 
Pellina."— Pro/.  Forbes, 

This  is  not  the  only  pass  by  the  Val 
FeUina  across  the  great  chain.  An- 
other is  practicable,  though  difficult 
and  dangerous,  by  the  Col  de  Collon 
(10,333  ft.  high,  Rte.  61,  p.  181), 
which  lies  between  the  chalets  of  Pre- 
rayen,  in  the  Val  Pellina,  and  St. 
Barthelemy,  above  Evolena  in  the  , 
Val  d'Herens,  or  Eringerthal,  which 
opens  into  the  Vallais,near  Sion.  An- 
other pass,  at  the  head  of  tiie.  Val 
Pellina,  leads  from  Levomea  to  Val 
Tournanche  and  the  Val  d' Aosta. 

The  course  from  the  Col  des  Fene- 
tres to  Val  Pellina  is  to  skirt  the  base 
of  the  peaky  ridges  "of  Mont  Gelee, 
passing  a  smaU  lake  by  a  rapid  de- 
scent, and  reaching  the  pastures.  The 
descent  is  long  and  fatiguing  to 
Balme,  the  first  hamlet,  and  to  Ollo- 
mont, where  there  are  traces  of  an 
aqueduct  built  by  the  Bomans  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  Augusta  Prsetoria. 
Thence  the  road  descends  through 
the  village  of  Val  Pellina,  and  still 
lower  that  of  Rogniant,  near  to  where 
the  Buttier  is  crossed,  and  the  path 
leads  into  the  city  of 

Aosta.    (Rte.  107,  p.  293.) 

ROUTE  110. 

MARTIGNY   TO  CORMAYEUR,   BY  THE 
COL   DE  FERRET. 

A  journey  of  15  or  16  hrs.  on  foot 
. "  This  route,  though  shorter,  is  less 
interesting  than  that  by  the  Grand 
St.  Bernard  and  Aosta." — F.  The 
valley  on  the  Swiss  side,  as  well  as 
that  on  the  Piedmontese  side,  is  called 
Val  Ferret.  The  latter  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  Alice  Blanche, 

At  Orsi^res,  in  the  Val  d*Entre- 
mont  (Rte,  108),  a  path  turns  off 
on  the  rt,,  enters  an  agreeable  val- 
ley, and  continues  on  the  banks  of 
an  Alpine  river,  and,  after  pursuing  a 
tolerable  road  to  Issert,  the  principal 
village  in  tiie  Val  de  Ferret,  3  hrs. 
distant  from  Martignv,  ascends  ra- 
pidly towards  the  higher  hamlets  of 
rrft  le  Fort  and  Branche.   The  moan- 
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tains  which  bound  the  valley  to- 
wards the  W.  are  lofty,  and  crowned 
with  the  northern  extremity  of  those 
vast  glaciers  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  divided  on  the  crest, 
descend  towards  the  Yal  de  Ferret,  as 
the  glaciers  of  Salena,  Portalet,  and 
Neuve ;  and  on  the  other  side,  towards 
the  W.,  form  the  glaciers  de  Trient, 
du  Tour,  and  d'Argenti^re. 

There  is  nothing,  however,  remark- 
able in  the  scenery  of  the  Val  de 
Ferret.  The  route  leads  up  a  suc- 
cession of  rather  flat  divisions  of  the 
valley,  from  the  Issert  to  the  Chalets 
de  Folie,  distant  2  hrs.  On  the  rt., 
the  short  transversal  valleys,  or  rather 
crues,  in  the  side  of  the  mountains, 
are  the  channels  for  these  glaciers. 

Above  the  Chalets  de  Folie,  the 
usual  path  to  the  Col  de  Ferret  leads 
up  through  the  Chalets  of  Ferret,  by 
the  detritus  of  a  mountain  which  fell 
in  the  year  1776,  burying  the  pas- 
turages of  BanderaL  Near  to  these 
chSlets  the  two  paths  separate  —that 
on  the  1.  leading  over  the  Col  de  la 
Fenetre  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  that 
on  the  rt.  to  the  Col  de  Ferret. 

Instead,  however,  of  ascending;  by 
Ferret  and  the  Chalets  of  Banderai, 
the  guides  now  take  a  shorter  path 
directly  up  the  pasturages  on  the 
rt.,  above  the  Granges  of  Folie; 
but,  without  a  guide,  this  may  lead 
into  scenes  of  danger,  towards  the 
deep  crues  and  precipices  which  form 
the  eastern  side  of  the  great  chain  of 
Mont  Blanc  —  scenes  of  impressive 
grandeur,  from  their  vastness  and 
utter  sterility. 

The  ascent  by  the  shorter  path  is 
very  steep  and  fatiguing  to  tne  Col 
de  Ferret;  but  the  view  when  near 
the  summit  well  repays  for  the  trouble 
of  attaining  it,  the  time  required 
from  the  Chalet  de  Folie  being  about 
2  hrs. 

From  the  ascent,  the  whole  Val  de 
Ferret  is  seen,  bounded  on  either  side 
by  lofty  mountains,  and  the  distance 
is  limited  only  by  the  Bernese  Alps. 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  part 
of  the  Val  de  Ferret  belong  to  the 
Convent  of  the  Great  St  Bernard, 
and  at  this  distance  from  the  hospice 


(4  or  5  leagues)  the  brethren  obtain 
all  their  wood  and  some  hay,  which  is 
conveyed  to  them  by  mules  over  the 
Col  des  FenStres. 

From  the  crest  of  the  Col  de  Ferrety 
the  view  along  the  S.E.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  towards  Piedmont,  is  one  of 
the  scenes  celebrated  by  Saussure. 
The  eye  is  carried  through  the  VaJ 
d'Entr^ves  and  the  AUee  Blanche 
to  the  Col  de  la  Seig^ne,  an  extent 
of  30  m.  Numerous  glaciers  are 
seen  on  the  rt,  streaming  down  into 
the  valley  from  the  great  glaciers  of 
Mont  Blanc  ;  but  &e  "  Monarch " 
himself  is  not  seen — the  enormous 
masses  of  the  Grand  Jorasse  and  the 
Geant  conceal  him  in  this  view. 

The  descent  is  over  a  soft  slaty  soil, 
in  which  the  tracks  of  sheep  and  cat- 
tle have  cut  deep  trenches,  in  which, 
if  a  man  stand,  he  is  half  concealed. 
10  min.  below  the  Col  a  cross  is 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice 
which  the  path  passes.  It  serves  to 
guide  the  course  of  the  ascending  tra- 
veller, though  from  below  it  seems 
to  be  placed  on  a  pyramidal  mass  of 
rock  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
attain.  Far  in  the  deep  valley,  the 
stream  flowing  into  Italy  appears  like 
a  thread  of  silver. 

An  hour  and  a  half  of  fatiguing 
descent  brings  the  traveller  to  the 
Chalets  of  Pre  de  Bar,  famed  for 
being  the  dirtiest  in  Piedmont 

Near  Pre  de  Bar  the  vast  glacier 
of  Triolet  sweeps  down  from  the 
crest  which  divides  this  glacier  from 
the  masses,  which,  on  the  other  side, 
form  the  glacier  of  Tal^fre.  Below 
the  glacier  of  Triolet,  the  road  de- 
scends by  a  most  fatiguing  path, 
amidst  rocks  and  stones  and  bushes, 
presenting  a  scene  of  Alpine  desola- 
tion. The  valley  is  very  narrow,  and 
each  rift  on  the  mountain  side  towards 
Mont  Blanc  has  its  glacier  hanging 
down  from  the  summit  Not  less 
than  7  distinct  glaciers  are  passed 
in  the  course  of  this  valley  before 
reaching  the  village  of  En  troves,  near 
to  Cormayeur.  These  chiefly  de- 
pend from  the  masses  which  form  the 
Grand  Jorasse,  and  the  remarkable 
peak  of  Uie  Geant    A  few  miserable 
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villages  in  the  Val  d'Entreves  are 
passed.  The  highest  is  Sagion ;  those 
below  are  Pre-see  and  Flan>pansier. 
More  than  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley is  passed,  on  the  descent,  before 
Mont  Blanc  is  seen.  When  its  pro- 
digious mass  opens  to  the  view,  the 
effect  is  overwhelming.  The  rugged- 
ness  of  the  descent  is  increased  by 
passing  over  the  debris  of  a  mountain 
fall  beneath  the  Geant.  This  passed, 
the  river,  which  descends  through  the 
Val  d'Entr^ves,  is  crossed,  the  village 
of  Entr^ves  is  left  on  the  rt.,  and, 
winding  along  a  path  by  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  you  reach 
Cormayeur  (Rte.  107). 

ROUTE  111. 

A08TA  TO  PONTE  IN  VAL  d'oECA,  BY 
COQNE,  FENETRE  DE  COGNE,  THE 
COL     DE      REALE,      AND      THE      VAL 

SOANNA  (3  days). 

From  Aosta  (Rte.  107,  p.  293)  a 
road  leads  directly  down  to  the  river 
Doire,  which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden 
bridge,  and  a  path  ascends  on  the 
rt.  bank  through  the  rich  plain  of 
the  valley,  and  through  the  villages 
of  Gressau  and  Joveneau  to  Aima- 
ville, about  1^  league,  where  one  of 
the  most  fantasticsS  offences  to  good 
taste  in  building  spoils  one  of  the 
finest  sites  in  the  valley.  A  knoll 
jutting  out  into  it  is  surmounted  with 
a  squab,  square  mass  of  masonry,  a 
modem  antique,  worse  than  any 
cockney  attempt  to  decorate  a  garden 
with  a  castle.  At  Aimaville  there 
formerly  existed  an  ancient  pagan 
temple,  which  was  succeeded  by  an 
estaolishment  of  knights  Templars; 
and  within  the  present  queer  structure 
is  an  ancient  armoury  of  the  barons 
of  Aimaville.  It  is  now  inhabited  by 
the  Contessa  di  Rocca. 

From  the  ch&teau  the  ascent  is 
steep  to  the  hamlet  of  St.  Martin. 
The  view  from  the  crest  above  it  is 
perhaps  the  finest  in  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
m  the  richness  of  its  plain,  studded 
with  villas  and  ch&teaux.  The  city  is 
seen  as  in  a  glorious  frame,  and  be- 
yond it,  towards  the  great  chain,  the 
peaks  of  the  Monte  Rosa  close  this 
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unmatched  scene  of  the  beautiful  and 
magnificent  in  nature. 

On  turning  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain which  forms  the  southern  side  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Val  de  Cogne,  a 
path  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  1000  ft. 
above  the  torrent  of  the  Cogne  leads 
into  the  valley.  Soon  after  losing 
sight  of  Aosta,  deep  in  the  valley  be- 
neath the  path,  the  tops  of  the  cot- 
tages of  Pont  d*Ael  are  seen  clustered 
with  a  few  trees,  and  near  it  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  ravine.  This 
is  well  worth  an  examination,  and  a 
path  leads  down  to  this  remarkable 
village,  where  the  line  crossing  the 
gulf  will  be  found  to  be  an  ancient 
aqueduct,  which  now  serves  as  a  road. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  Roman  structures  remaining  in 
the  Val  d' Aosta,  from  the  times  of 
the  empire.  It  is  raised  nearly  400  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses  by 
a  single  arch  ;  immediately  above  the 
arch,  and  imder  the  present  road, 
is  the  ancient  gallery,  which  is  lit 
through  slits  in  the  wall.  The  gallery 
is  180  ft.  long,  14  ft.  high,  and  3  ft. 
wide.  The  vault  is  composed  of  the 
slabs  which  formed  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  watercourse.  The  gallery  is 
entered  by  arched  ports  at  either  end; 
there  are  two,  one  on  the  upper  side, 
at  the  village  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  at 
the  other  end  the  ^rt  opens  down 
the  valley.  This  singular  work  is 
in  perfectly  sound  condition,  though 
built,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  sharp 
inscription  indicates,  by  Caius  Aimus 
And  his  son,  of  Padua,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Augustus.  This  in- 
scription is  inaccessible  ;  it  is  placed 
on  a  tablet  just  over  the  arch  on  the 
lower  side  towards  the  valley  of 
Aosta.  Though  it  cannot  be  reached, 
to  which  fact  it  probably  owes  its  pre- 
servation, yet  it  can  be  readily  read 
from  the  brink  of  the  precipice  on  the 
side  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  the  inscription  : — 

IMP.  C^SARE  AUGUSTO  Xm. 

cos.  DESIGN.  C.  AVILLIOS  C.  F.  C.  AIMUS 

PATAVINU8  PRIVATUM. 

Their  name  is  stUl  preserved  in  the 
village  and  chateau  of  Aimaville. 
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The  distance  from  Aosta  to  Pont 
d'Ael  by  the  route  described  is  nearly 
3  hours  walk. 

Travellers  in  the  Val  d' Aosta  should 
not  fail  to  visit  this  interesting  work 
of  antiquity,  which  is  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation where  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  any  benefit  could  ever  have  arisen 
commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the 
structure.  The  surrounding  scenery 
is  very  grand. 

In  ascending  the  valley  of  Cogne, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retrace  one's 
steps  to  regain  the  path  high  upon  the 
mountain  side.  A  shorter  cut  from 
Pont  d'Ael  leads  to  it ;  the  valley  for 
a  long  way  above  Pont  d*Ael  is  a 
fearful  ravine,  utterly  impracticable  in 
its  depth,  which,  except  at  two  or 
three  points,  is  equally  impervious  to 
the  eye.  In  some  places  tne  narrow 
path  on  the  edge  of  the  precipices, 
wretchedly  guarded  by  poles  and 
trees,  which  a  child  might  throw  over, 
is  so  obviously  dangerous,  that  none 
but  a  practised  mountain  traveller 
could  pass  some  places  without  a 
shudder.  Opposite  to  one  spot,  where 
the  path  turns  suddenly  into  a  deep 
rift  or  crue  in  the  mountain  side,  is  a 
slide,  down  which  trees  cut  in  the 
forest  above  are  discharged,  for  the 
chance  of  the  torrent  bringing  them 
down  to  the  Val  d' Aosta.  Not  one 
in  ten  escapes  being  broken  into  splin- 
ters ;  these,  however,  serve  for  the 
u  sines  and  foundries  for  working  the 
iron  raised  in  the  Val  de  Cogne,  and 
which  is  celebrated  in  Piedmont. 

The  difficulties  of  constructing  a 
road  by  which  the  productions  of  the 
valley  could  be  brought  down,  are 
obvious  on  observing  its  precipitous 
character.  The  valley,  however,  opens 
a  little  near  some  usines,  and  n>om 
where  the  river  is  crossed  to  its  L 
bank,  a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Cogne. 
This  road  was  made  by  two  brothers, 
iron-masters,  who  have  recorded  its 
formation  on  a  tablet  in  a  rock.  It  is 
kept  in  repair  and  has  been  much  im- 
proved at  the  expense  of  the  commune 
of  Cogne,  under  the  judicious  admi- 
nistration of  Dr.  Grappin,  a  physician, 
a  man  of  general  information,  who  has 
acquired  influence    enough  over  his 


compatriots  to  induce  them  to  carry 
out  many  local  improvements  which 
he  has  suggested.  There  is  very  little 
cultivation  in  the  valley,  the  products 
of  the  mines  giving  occupation  to  its 
inhabitants ;  every  stream  drives  its 
tilt  hammer,  and  almost  every  person 
is  employed  in  working,  smelting,  or 
forging  the  iron  raised. 

The  hamlets  of  Vieille  Silvenoir, 
Epinel,  and  Creta  are  passed  before 
reaching  the  milage  of  Cogne,  6  hours' 
walk  from  Aosta.  Here  is  no  regular 
/nn,  but  accommodation  may  be  pro- 
cured on  moderate  terms,  and  there  is 
no  other  place  of  rest  or  halt  near  at 
hand. 

Cogne  is  a  considerable  village  for 
so  remote  a  position.  It  is  beautifully 
situated  at  the  union  of  three  valleys, 
amidst  charming  meadows,  which  con- 
trast strikingly  with  the  barren  scenes 
through  which  the  traveller  has 
passed.  The  valley  on  the  1.  leads  to 
the  great  iron-mines,  and  across  the 
mountains  to  the  Val  Soanna ;  that 
on  the  rt.  is  the  Vermiana,  and  leads, 
at  the  distance  of  3  hrs.,  to  its  vast 
glaciers. 

A  day  may  be  spent  with  interest 
and  pleasure  here  in  visiting  the  iron 
mines.  A  very  steep  ascent  of  2^  hrs. 
from  Cogne  leads  to  them.  The  iron 
is  worked  in  the  face  of  the  mountain, 
and  seems  to  be  of  almost  unlimited 
extent.  A  vast  surface  of  pure  ore 
yielding  from  70  to  80  per  cent,  of 
metal  is  worked  in  open  day.  Gal- 
leries are  beginning  to  be  constructed 
with  a  view  of  carrying  on  the  work 
during  a  longer  part  of  the  year  than 
it  is  at  present  possible  to  do  at  the 
great  elevation  of  the  mines.  The 
workmen  live  in  wretched  cabins  dur- 
ing the  week,  but  descend  to  spend 
their  Sundays  in  the  valley  ;  they 
speak  French,  and  are  very  civil  and 
courteous  in  their  manners  to  stran- 
gers. The  mine  yields  at  present 
50,000  fr.  of  gross  produce,  and  15,000 
for  annual  profit  to.  the  commune — a 
very  trifling  income  compared  to  what 
might  be  drawn  from  this  source;  but 
the  increasing  scarcity  of  wood  dimi- 
nishes every  year  the  number  of 
forges  which  depend  on  it 
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The  height  of  the  mine  above  the 
valley  is  at  least  3000  ft.,  and  as  much 
as  120  rubbie,  or  3000  lbs.,  of  ore  is 
brought  down  at  once,  in  the  manner 
described  in  the  *  Journals  of  an 
Alpine  Traveller  ;* — 

"  On  our  approach  to  Cogne  I  was 
struck  by  the  appearance  of  a  great 
quantity  of  iron  ore,  heaped  upon  the 
roadside,  which  was  here  of  good 
breadth  and  kept  in  tolerable  con- 
dition. On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley,  in  a  mountain,  is  a  mass  of 
iron  ore  celebrated  for  its  extraordi- 
nary richness  :  the  mines  are  worked 
at  a  great  height  in  the  mountain 
side,  and  I  was  surprised  at  the 
laborious  mode  adopted  for  bringing 
the  ore  down  into  the  valley,  thence 
to  be  taken  to  the  foundries  and 
forges.  Zigzag  paths  are  made  from 
the  adits,  upon  which  barrows  on 
sledges  are  placed  filled  with  the  ore, 
and  these  are  in  succession  pushed  off 
by  a  conductor.  When  the  sliding 
barrow  has  acquired  sufficient  im- 
petus down  the  inclined  plane  form- 
ing each  line  of  the  zigzag  descent, 
the  man  who  directs  it  leaps  adroitly 
into  the  barrow  and  descends  with  it, 
-and  before  the  load  has  acquired  an 
uncontrollable  velocity,  it  is  brought 
up  by  a  bank  at  each  angle  of  the 
zigzag  path  or  slide.  The  conductor 
then  gets  out,  turns  the  barrow  in 
the  direction  of  the  next  slide,  pushes 
it  forward,  and  again,  while  it  is  in 
motion,  leaps  in,  and  is  taken  down 
to  the  next  angle ;  and  thus,  in  a  series 
of  turns,  at  last  reaches  the  bottom  in 
the  valley.  The  men  have,  it  ap- 
pears, to  walk  up  the  mountain  again, 
and  their  empty  slides  are  dragged 
up.  I  never  saw  power  so  misappUed 
or  wasted."  So  fatiguing  is  this  mode 
of  bringing  down  the  ore  to  the  work- 
man, that  he  usually  makes  but  one 
trip  a  day,  for  which,  with  a  moderate 
load,  he  gets  5  francs. 

On  leaving  Cogne  for  the  pass,  a 
good  road  continues  up  to  the  place 
where  "the  path  branches  off,  by  which 
the  iron  ore  is  brought  down  from 
the  mountain.  The  track  by  which 
the  miners  ascend  and  the  ore  is 
lowered  is  distinctly  seen. 


From  all  the  heights  round  Cogne 
Mont  Blanc  is  admirably  seen,  for  the 
valley  is  a  prolongation  in  direction 
of  that  between  Vmeneuve  and  Cor- 
mayeur,  and  is  distinctly  seen  in  this 
course  from  the  Cramont.  A  very 
lofty  and  peaked  mountain  called 
Grivolet,  between  the  valleys  of 
Cogne  and  Savaranche,  is  also  a  con- 
spicuous object,     m. 

Leaving  the  little  plain  of  Cogne, 
the  road  to  the  Col  ascends  by  a  steep 
path  on  the  mountain  side,  leaving  on 
the  rt.  the  valley  of  Yermiana,  into 
which  descends  an  enormous  glacier 
from  the  mountain  called  the  Grand 
Faradis.  The  steep  path  passes  over 
what  appears  to  be  a  vast  dyke  in  the 
valley ;  the  torrent  flows  round  it  to 
escape  through  a  ravine  at  one  extre- 
mity. On  crossing  the  ridge,  the  tra- 
veller finds  himself  on  a  more  wild 
and  open  ground,  leading  to  the  Alps 
and  pasturages  of  Chavanes.  Some 
of  the  lower  chalets  are  soon  reached  : 
further  up  on  this  fine  Alp,  which 
feeds  large  flocks  and  herds  during 
the  summer,  numerous  chalets  form 
the  cluster  known  as  the  Ch&lets  of 
Chavanes.  Here  the  scene  is  rich 
in  the  pastoral  groups  and  beauty  of 
the  herbage,  and  sublime  in  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  amphitheatre  of  moun- 
tains and  glaciers. 

Inmiediately  in  front  is  the  great 
glacier  of  Cogne,  by  which  an  active 
mountaineer  can  cross  and  reach 
Ponte,  in  the  Val  d'Orca,  in  a  day. 

This  pass  across  the  glaciers  is  im- 
practicable for  mules.  From  Cogne 
to  the  crest  of  the  path  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs. — the  glacier  itself  may  be 
crossed  in  20  minutes — the  Col  is 
elevated  and  very  narrow,  the  view  from 
it  towards  the  S.  is  magnificent ;  in 
clear  weather  the  city  of  Turin  is 
visible — seen  over  and  far  beyond  the 
deep  Val  Campea,  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  and  seemingly  of 
perpendicular  descent.  Towards  the 
N.  the  Monte  Eosa  and  Mont  Blanc 
can  both  be  seen  if  the  traveller  can 
climb  a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt.  for  the 
enjoyment  of  these  magnificent  objects. 
The  descent  from  the  Col  is  excessively 
steep,  but  quite  safe  down  to  the  valley 
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ofCampea;  here,  however,  a  com- 
modious path  leads  gently  down 
through  scenes  of  continually  increas- 
ing beauty.  On  looking  back  the  Col 
de  Cogne  appears  as  if  guarded  by 
inaccessible  precipices.  From  the  Col 
to  the  first  village — Campiglia — is 
2^  hrs.,  and  the  distance  from  Cam- 
piglia to  Ponte  is  only  4  hours'  walk. 
A  less  dangeq^s  road,  however, 
and  one  more  varied  and  beautiful, 
but  much  longer,  is  found  by  leaving 
the  glaciers  of  Cogue  on  the  rt.,  and 
turnmg  to  the  1.  up  a  steep  and  diffi- 
cult ascent  to  a  narrow  col,  called  the 
Fenetre  de  Cogne,  a  mere  notch  in 
the  crest  of  the  mountain.    From  this 

Elace  the  view  of  the  Alps,  which 
ound  the  Val  de  Cogne  on  the  W.,  is 
magnificent  from  the  grandeur  of  their 
forms  and  the  vast  extent  of  their 
glaciers. 

In  the  opposite  direction,  the  gla- 
ciers which  crest  the  northern  side 
of  the  Val  d'Orca  are  not  less  strik- 
ing, and  are  perhaps  more  impressive 
from  their  greater  proximity.  They 
form  a  vast  barrier  to  the  rt.  of  the 
Val  Champorcher,  which  opens  into 
the  Val  d'Aosta  (Rte.  107,  p.  293),  at 
Fort  Bard. 

The  descent  is  extremely  difficult, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  path  and 
looseness  of  the  soiL  This  difficulty 
ends  before  reaching  a  little  chapel  or 
oratory,  built  probably  as  an  ex  voto 
by  some  grateful  Catholic  for  a  mer- 
ciful preservation  here.  This  oratory 
is  placed  on  the  brink  of  one  of  seve- 
ral little  lakes,  formed  by  the  melting 
of  the  glaciers.  No  spot  can  be  more 
savage  than  this,  or  give  a  more  im- 
pressive idea  of  dreary  solitude. 

The  path  now  skirts,  as  it  leaves  it 
on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous  moun- 
tain mass,  and  descends  rapidly  down 
the  valley,  but  nothing  habitable  ap- 
pears. The  valley  deepens  conside- 
rably on  the  L  below  the  path  :  the 
eye  can  trace  its  course  down  towards 
Bard,  and  a  path  across  the  valley  is 
also  seen,  which  leads  from  the  v  al 
Champorcher  by  the  Chldets  of  Do- 
donev  into  the  valley  of  Fenis. 

After  crossing  the  buttress  of  the 
mountains  which  the  path  skirts,  and 


which  is  called  the  Col  de  Ponton, 
it  leads  to  the  bank  of  a  torrent  just 
where  it  issues  from  a  great  glacier  ; 
then  crossing  another  ridge  over  a 
beautiful  pasturage,  it  descends  to  the 
borders  of  a  little  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Col  de  Beale. 

From  this  spot  to  Fort  Bard  dovim 
the  valley  of  Champorcher  is  about 
6  hrs. 

Turning  abruptly  to  the  rt.  the  path 
leads  to  the  Col  de  Reale  in  less  than 
an  hour,  and  from  this  crest  one  of  the 
finest  Alpine  panoramas  is  presented. 
Not  only,  upon  reaching  the  crest,  is 
the  plain  of  Italy  and  the  i&r  stretch 
of  the  maritime  Alps,  to  the  south- 
ward, spread  out  like  a  vast  map,  but 
in  an  opposite  direction  the  entire 
mass  of  Monte  Bosa  is  better  seen 
than  from  any  other  point  of  view. 
Every  peak,  and  glacier,  and  valley, 
and  pass,  from  the  sharp  pinnacle  of 
the  Cervin  (Rte.  106)  to  the  Col  de 
Val  Dobbia  (Rte.  104),  are  seen,  whilst 
the  intermediate  range  of  mountains 
above  Dodoney,  and  the  deep  valley 
of  Champorcher  below,  serve  as  a  fore- 
ground to  this  sublime  scene.  The 
black  and  scathed  rocks  which  bound 
the  crest  of  the  pass  complete  this  ex- 
traordinary panorama. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
beautiful  than  the  view  towards  the 
plains  where  the  deep  valley  of  the 
Soanna  sinks  into  darkness,  whilst 
about  the  mountains  which  bound  it, 
and  far  over  and  beyond,  the  plains  of 
Italy  stretch  away  into  indistinctness, 
and  are  lost  in  the  distance. 

From  the  crest  the  descent  is  rapid. 
Passing  to  the  L  imder  a  beetUng 
mountain,  the  path  skirts  a  deep 
ravine,  leaves  on  the  rt.  some  old  adits 
of  a  mine  worked  improfitably  for 
silver,  and,  after  a  tortuous  descent  of 
2  hrs.,  passes  by  some  ch&lets.  The 
level  oithe  pine  forests  is  soon  reached, 
and  deep  in  a  little  plain  is  seen  the 
church  and  village  of  Val  Pra,  which, 
instead  of  being  correctly  laid  down 
as  the  highest  church  and  village  in 
the  Val  Soanna,  is  usually  plac^  in 
the  authorized  maps,  nearly  as  far 
down  as  Ronco.  If  the  traveUer  arrive 
late  at  Val  Pra,  the  worthy  old  pea- 
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sant  Giuseppe  Danna  will  give  bim 
his  best  welcome. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  this 
little  plain,  the  path  descends  by  a 
stunted  pine  forest,  and  through  the 
depths  of  the  valley  to  the  village  of 
Peney,  and  by  one  or  two  little  ham- 
lets to  the  village  of  Cardonera.  There 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  part  of  the 
valley,  imtil  just  before  reaching  the 
hamlet  of  Bosco  del  Boco  ;  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  slip  from  the 
mountain,  which  took  place  in  1833, 
and  strewed  the  little  plain  with  rocks 
and  stones. 

At  Eonco  there  is  an  Inn,  which 
hunger  and  fatigue  alone  can  make  en- 
durable $  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  wild 
and  striking  situation,  leads  across  a 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingria.  Be- 
fore reaching  it,  however,  the  opening 
of  the  valley  of  Campea  above  men- 
tioned is  passed,  which  leads  directly 
to  the  glaciers  of  Cogne,  shorter  by 
seven  hours  than  the  route  by  the 
Col  de  Beale.  The  only  village  in 
the  Val  Campea,  above  Ingria,  is 
Campiglia. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
Soanna  wear  a  singular  sort  of  shoe 
or  boot;  it  is  made  of  coarse  woollen, 
.tied  tight  round  the  ankle,  but  half  as 
broad  again  as  the  foot;  its  use  gives 
an  awkwardness  to  their  gait. 

Below  Ingria,  the  valley  becomes  a 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  grand 
character.  Vast  precipices,  gorges 
and  forests,  offer  alternately,  some- 
times together,  their  magnificent  ma- 
terials for  Alpine  scenery.  Soon  the 
old  towers  of  Ponte  are  seen  in  the 
valley  of  Orca,  beyond  the  depths  of 
the  ravine.  Enormous  overhanging 
masses  close  the  proximate  part  of  the 
valley,  whilst  above  and  beyond  Ponte 
the  plains  of  Piedmont  appear. 

A  path  down  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  onarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Nuova  of  Ponte,  the  cotton  works 
established  by  the  Baron  du  Port, 
and  about  half  a  mile  beyond  is  the 
town  of  Ponte,  six  hours  from  Val 
Pra  in  the  mountains. 

The  picturesque  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  confluence  of  the  Soanna 
and  the  Orca  can  hardly  be  exceeded, 


rich  in  vineyards,  inclosed  by  moun- 
tains, offering,  in  combination  with 
the  surrounchng  scenery,  the  towers 
and  ruins  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  situations,  and  the  head 
of  the  valley  closed  by  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  lofty  range  which  divides 
the  Val  d*Orca  from  the  Tarentalse. 

There  are  many  spots  about  Ponte 
which  offer  views  of  singular  beauty. 
Few  places  are  so  rich  in  the  pictu- 
resque: these,  too,  offer  a  remarkable 
variety,  for  besides  the  views  of  Ponte 
and  the  valley,  from  the  villages  on 
the  surrounding  mountains'  sides, 
both  the  Orca  and  the  Soanna  pre- 
sent retreats  in  their  deep  and  retired 
courses,  which  are  nowhere  exceeded 
for  picturesqueness.  A  walk  down 
two  or  three  meadows  between  Ponte 
and  the  Orca  leads  to  one  of  these, 
well  worth  the  traveller's  visit,  where 
the  bright  deep  waters  of  the  Orca 
seem  hemmed  in  by  lofty  and  forest- 
crowned  precipices.  Of  its  tranquil- 
lity and  beauty  no  idea  can  be 
formed. 

Ponte  is  a  singular  old  town,  with 
long  arcades,  beneath  which  there  are 
shops,  and  there  the  markets  are  held.. 
It  has  a  tolerable  Inn, 

The  establishment  of  the  Fahhrxcay 
the  first  cotton  works  known  in  Pied- 
mont, has  given  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, as  printers,  spinners,  weavers, 
and  dyers;  the  goods  bein^  prepared 
within  the  walls  of  the  Fabbrica,  from 
the  raw  material  as  imported  from 
Genoa,  to  the  completion  of  every 
article  for  the  market.  The  prohi- 
bition to  the  exportation  of  machinery 
from  England,  leads  to  their  obtaining 
it,  at  a  great  cost,  from  Muhlhausen, 
in  Alsace. 

Ponte  is  distant  6  hours  Arom  Turin, 
to  which  city  a  diligence  goes  3  times 
a  week.  There  is  an  excellent  car- 
riage road  to  the  capital,  which  passes 
through 

Courgne — {Inn:  Leone  d*Oro,  tolera<* 
ble) — a  large  town  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  Orca.  A  good  walker  may  go  from 
Cogne  to  Courgne  in  a  day  across  the 
Col  de  Cogne;  but  the  stranger  should 
get  the  assistance  of  a  g^£,  at  least 
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to  the  Col — and  if  possible,  i-ecom- 
mended  by  Dr.  Grappin,  or  by  the 
innkeeper  at  Cogne.  From  Courgne 
the  road  to  Turin  continues  through 
Valperga,  celebrated  for  haying  one 
of  the  noblest  campaniles  in  Piedmont; 
Birarolo;  Lombardore,  where  the 
rirer  Mallone  is  crossed;  and  Lemie; 
besides  numerous  villages.  All  those 
places  named  are  towns,  and  some  are 
large.  They  are  situated  in  the  richest 
part  of  Piedmont,  amidst  Indian  com, 
twines,  mulberry  and  fig-trees.  Those 
which  are  placed  on  the  subsidences 
of  the  Alps,  a  little  above  the  plains, 
are  in  the  most  beautifbl  situations, 
surrounded  by  vine-covered  hills,  and 
backed  by  lofty  ranges  of  mountains. 
Little  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  rich- 
ness and  beauty  of  Piedmont,  except 
by  those  who  have  skirted  the  moun- 
tains on  the  borders  of  its  rich  plains. 
The  traveller  who  enters  it  abruptly, 
by  the  usual  routes,  at  right  angles, 
across  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  sees  too 
little  of  its  actual  and  picturesque 
richness  to  estimate  justly  this  fine 
country. 

ROUTE  112. 

P02TTE  TO  VIUUENEUVE,  BY  THE  VAL 
D*OBCA  (DfiTOUR  TO  THE  COL  DE 
OALESE),  the  col  US  LA  OEtOlX  DE 
NIVOLET,  AN1>  THE  VAL  SAYA- 
RANCHE. 

(Three  days.) 

On  leaving  Ponte  to  ascend  the 
Val  d^Orca,  the  road  continues  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  its 
course.  The  scenery  is  very  finej 
the  forms  of  the  mountains  vast  and 
grand,  rugged  and  brokcBr  eloihed 
with  maenmcent  chestnut  trees,  and 
ftequent^  exhibiting  the  effects  of 
disintegration  in  the  enormous  blocks 
which  have  fkUen  from  the  heights. 
In  many  places  in  such  quantity  that 
the  road  is  carried  over  or  around  the 
debris  with  such  sinuosity  and  nndu- 
lation,  that  the  variety  of  views  they 
aid  to  present  gives  a  peculiar  cha- 
racter to  this  valley. 

About  3  miles  from  Ponte  is  the 
villaee  of  Snarone.  Many  little  ham- 
lets fie  on  the  road,  and  many  usines 


are  worked  for  small  iron  wwtes,  with 
tilts,  and  no  stream  is  allowed  to  re- 
main idle,  where,  at  a  small  cost, 
and  with  simple  machinery,  it  eaa 
be  made  to  tilt  a  hammer,  or  move  a 
saw. 

Beyond  Sparone  the  samecharaeter 
of  scenery  prevails  to  Locana,  a  little 
town  about  4  or  5  miles  above  Spa^ 
rone.  In  these  vilifies  many  of  the 
weavers  for  the  Fabbrica  are  em- 
ployed. The  streets  of  Locana  are 
narrow  and  dirty,  and  its  inn  worthy 
of  such  a  place.  The  •*  Three  Pigeons** 
is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  by  any 
traveller  wlio  has  had  Uie  misfortune 
to  enter  there. 

Above  Locana  the  valley  soon  be-  - 
comes  dreary,  and  the  road  more 
rugged.  AbocEt  half  way,  near  some 
smeltin^-hottses  and  forges  belonging 
to  M.  !Knna,  the  road,  v^ich  he  keeps 
in  order  below,  ceases  to  be  practi- 
cable for  a  cfaarrette.  Above,  there 
is  only  a  mule-path,  which  winds  up 
amidst  the  enormons  masses  of  fallen 
granite  and  serpentine,  some  of  which 
have  blocked  up  the  course  of  the 
torrent,  and  compelled  it  to  find 
another  channel  —  these,  and  the 
sava^  mountains  which  now  domi- 
neer in  the  vaUey,  give  it  great  wild- 
ness.  Tet  the  tortnons  road  rising^ 
over  these  Sboulemens  often  leads  to 
beantifbl  little  plains  between  them. 

Theie  are  several  hamlets  above 
Locana,  as  St  Marco,  Arsone,  and 
La  !EVera,  but  each  is  more  and  more 
miserable,  until,  6  or  7  m.  from  Lo- 
cana, the  dhnax  of  wretchedness  is 
found  at  Noivasca,  which  has  pointed 
a  piwreib— 

Novaaea,  Ndvasea,. 
Vixo-  pane*  Innga  tasca. 

Tet  tins  spot  oJfers  to  the  traveller 
some  of  tne  most  sublime  horrors 
encountered  in  the  A^.  Here  a 
grand  cataract  bursts  out  from  a  rift 
m  a  mountain  mass  of  granite,  where 
all  is  denuded  to  absmute  sterility. 
Below  it,  a  thousand  enofrmons  masses 
of  granite  are  bouldered  by  the  ma- 
terials brought  down  and  thrown 
upon  them  by  the  folL  The  pas- 
sage across  the  river,  among  these 
rocks,  is  unmatched  in  Alpine  oridge- 
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building:  poles  and  planks  are  placed 
from  rock  to  rock,  and  almost  under 
the  spray  of  the  cataract.  Beyond 
the  passage  of  this  torrent,  the  road 
still  ascends  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Orca. 

About  a  mile  above  Novasca  is  a 
terrific  gorge,  called  the  Scalare  de 
Ceresol,  where  enormous  precipices 
overhang  the  course  of  ike  Orca, 
which  tumbles  through  a  succession 
of  cataracts  between  these  herbless 
precipices.  The  path  which  leads  to 
the  summit  is  cut  out  of  the  rocks, 
and  a  flight  of  steps  (Scalare),  prac- 
ticable for  mules,  is  carried  up  through 
the  gorge;  sometimes  on  the  actual 
brink  of  the  precipice  which  over- 
hangs the  foaming  torrent;  in  others, 
cut  so  deep  into  its  side,  that  the 
rocky  canopy  overhangs  the  precipice. 
In  some  phuses  there  is  not  room 
enouffh  for  the  mounted  traveller, 
and  were  is  the  danger  of  his  head 
striking  the  rocks  above  him.  This 
extraoroinary  path  extends  half  a 
mile.  In  its  course  crosses  are  ob- 
served, fixed  against  the  rock  to  mark 
the  spots  of  fatal  accidents:  but  as 
three  such  accidents  happened  in 
company  with  an  old  miscreant  who 
lived  at  the  foot  of  the  Scalare,  sus- 
picions were  entertained  of  these 
having  been  murders  which  he  had 
committed  there.  He  underwent  se- 
vere examinations;  yet,  though  no 
doubt  existed  of  his  guilt,  there  was 
not  evidence  enough  to  convict  him. 
It  is  believed  that,  at  the  spots  where 
tiie  crosses  are  placed,  he  pushed  his 
victims  over  in  an  unguarded  mo- 
ment, where  a  child,  unheeded,  m%ht 
have  destroyed  a  giant. 

The  termination  of  this  wild  road 
is  like  a  winding  staircase,  in  which 
it  is  difiicult  for  a  mule  to  turn:  near 
here  the  peep  into  the  ravine  is  per- 
fectly appalling. 

-  On  emerging  from  this  singular 
path  and  fearful  defile,  the  traveller 
finds  himself  on  a  plain,  where  there 
is  barley  grown,  and  an  abundance 
of  rich  meadow  land.  Immediately 
before  him  is  the  snowy  range  which 
divides  the  Val  Fomo  from  the  Yal 
d'Orca,  and  across  which  a  col  leads 


to  Gros  Cavallo,  in  that  valley,  in  a 
few  hours. 

A  little  way  within  the  plain,  the 
valley  turns  to  the  right  and  the 
Orca  washes  the  base  of  a  mountain, 
where  the  Comte  d'Aglie  has  some 
silver  mines.  The  ore  is  smelted  in 
the  valley,  and  near  the  works  there 
is  a  sprmg  of  water  slightly  ferru- 
ginous, but  so  highly  carbonated,  that 
the  gas  escapes  from  it  in  a  sparkling 
state.  The  peasants  have  fitted  a 
wooden  tube  into  the  hole,  through 
which  it  ascends;  a  little  canal  of 
reed  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  tube  en-* 
ables  them  to  fill  bottles,  which  are 
instantly  corked  and  tied,  and  abund- 
ance of  this  water  is  thus  taken  to 
Turin.  It  is  almost  tasteless;  when 
drunk  at  the  spring  it  is  delicious. 

The  mountains  of  Levanna,  seen 
on  the  left  as  the  traveller  ascends 
the  valley,  are  very  grand;  pinnacled, 
glacierecC  and  utterly  inaccessible. 
Three  of  the  peaks,  near  together, 
bear  the  name  of  the  trots  hecs.  The 
valley  widens  near  Ceresol,  the  high- 
est of  its  church  villages,  about  8  m. 
above  the  Scalare.  Here  you  may 
rest  in  what  a  mountaineer  would 
call  an  assez  bon  gite — none  but  a 
mountaineer,  however,  would  tlunk 
it  so. 

To  shorten  the  next  day's  journey, 
it  will  be  better,  however,  to  ascend 
the  valley  yet  higher  up  by  3  hours, 
to  the  Chalets  of  Chapis,  and,  if 
mules  are  required,  to  engage  them 
at  Ceresol  to  come  up  the  following 
morning  to  Chapis  early  enough  to 
insure  arrival,  in  good  time,  at  Yille- 
neuve,  in  the  Yal  d'Aosta,  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  Fatigue 
only,  however,  is  spared — no  time  is 
g^ned  by  riding. 

This    pass    was    traversed    by  an 

English  traveller,  in  1843,  in  10  hours' 

waSking: —  H.  v. 

From  Chapis  to  the  summit    .     2  10 

„      Croix  d'Arolette   .        .    1  45 

„      Pont      .        .        •        .    0  30 

„      Gioux    .        .        .        .20 

„      Yilleneuve     .        .        .    3  35 

From  Ceresol,    the  extraordinary 

pass  of  the  Galese,  at  the  head  of  the 

Yal  d'Orea,  is  first  seen,  above  a  per- 

p  2 
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pendicalar  streak  of  snow,  caDed  the 
Grand  Coluret,  which  must  be  climbed 
to  cross  the  ridge  of  glaciers  which 
surmounts  it,  and  by  which  a  passage 
may  be  made  into  the  valley  of  the 
Isdre  in  the  Tarentaise, 

Col  de  Galese. 

"  It  is  4  hours'  easy  walking  from 
Laval,  and  the  ascent  presents  no 
difficulty.  The  descent  to  Chapis  will 
not  occupy  more  than  2^  hours,  at 
the  outside.  The  traveller  bound  to 
Aosta  by  the  Col  de  Nivolet,  however, 
will  do  better  to  inquire  for  the  high- 
est inhabited  chalets  on  his  route. 
Much  time  and  distance  will  be  gained 
by  not  descending  below  the  Chalets 
of  Serue,  and  nothing  is  lost.  The 
accommodation  at  Chapis  is  wretched; 
and  the  journey  from  it  to  Aosta  too 
long  to  be  pleasant." — A.  T,  M. 

From  Chapis  there  is  a  walk  of 
2^  hours  to  the  highest  chalets  in  the 
valley — those  of  Senie— which  are 
passed  by  the  traveQer  who  would 
go  to  the  Galese.  Beyond  Sertie  the 
scene  perhaps  surpasses  in  sterility 
and  savageness  any  other  in  the  Alps. 
A  narrow  path  leads  along  the  steep 
slope  of  the  Mont  Iseran,  until  n 
stops  abruptly  at  an  inaccessible  gully 
in  the  mountain  called  the  lAttXe 
Coluret.  To  ascend  above  this  it  is 
necessary  to  climb  along  the  face  of 
a  fearful  precipice  overhanging,  at  a 
g^at  height,  a  lake  at  the  head  of 
the  valley.  Having  climbed  round 
it,  the  plain  of  Beiotta  is  attained. 
This  plain  is  the  bed  of  an  ancient 
lake,  now  filled  with  an  enormous 
glacier,  which  streams  down  from 
the  left.  The  bottom  of  this  glacier 
must  be  crossed  by  a  very  steep  ascent 
up  a  vast  mass  of  ice,  and  above  it, 
up  the  gully  of  the  Grand  Coluret, 
at  least  1500  ft.  f^om  the  glacier. 
Precipices,  fringed  with  icicles,  over*- 
hang  the  traveller,  and  having  climbed 
up  close  to  the  rocks,  on  the  right 
side,  it  ■  is  at  last  necessarv  to  cross 
the  snow  itself  that  lies  in  the  hoUow; 
this  is  not  dangerous  to  a  steady 
head,  but  a  slip  would  precipitate  the 
unlucky  traveller  at  least  2000  ft. 
On  the  other  side  th^  footing  is  firm, 


but  climbing  among  overhanging 
masses  of  rock  requires  a  steady  heaa 
and  firm  foot.  Having  passed  these, 
he  will  reach  the  steep  back  or  upper 
edge  of  a  glacier,  forming  a  precipice 
of  ice  about  40  ft.  high.  When  this 
is  passed,  the  traveller  reaches  the 
top,  about  100,000  ft  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  where  one  of  the  most 
glorious  views  in  the  Alps  rewards 
him:  he  looks  out  over  the  head  of 
the  Val  Is^re,  upon  La  Val,  and 
Tignes.  To  this  valley  the  descent 
on  the  side  of  the  Tarentaise  is  not 
difficult.  In  returning,  there  is  les» 
danger  in  the  descent  than  in  the 
ascent,  though  it  seems  more  dan* 
gerous,  for  the  feet  sink  deep  and 
firmly  in  the  loose  soil  of  both  the 
Colurets.  The  Little  Coluret  can  be 
safely  descended,  though,  from  the 
looseness  of  the  soil,  the  ascent  by  it 
is  impracticable. 

At  the  Chalets  of  Serue  refresh- 
ment of  milk,  cheese,  and  butter  may 
be  had:  bread  the  traveller  must  carry 
there;  with  this  necessary,  and  wine, 
he  must  &tock  himself  when  he  visits 
these  wild  valleys;  and  he  is  espe- 
cially cautioned  against  wandering 
there  without  a  careful  and  well-re- 
commended guide.  At  Novasca,  or 
Ceresol,  Giuseppe  Bruscha,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  Muot,  from 
the  loss  of  one  hand,  may  be  heard 
of;  he  is  a  good  guide,  an  active 
mountaineer,  a  capital  (diasseur^  and  a 
good-tempered,  intelligent  fellow. 

"  The  traveller  to  the  Val  d* Aosta, 
who  has  given  a  day  to  the  Col  de 
Galese,  is  recommended  to  sleep  at 
the  Chalets  of  Serue,  or  at  any  higher 
chalets  which  may  be  occupied,  in 
preference  to  redescending  to  Chapis. 
It  would  be  quite  feasible  to  reach 
the  Chalets  of  Nivolet,  after  ascend- 
ing the  Galeae,  whether  from  La  Val 
or  from  Chapis:  they  cannot  be  more 
than  3^  to  4  hrs.  from  Serue — pro- 
bably much  less.  I  reached  there  in 
3^  hrs.  from  Chapis." 

To  go  to  the  Val  Savaranche,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  to  the  pasturages 
of  Serue.  Before  the  abrupt  ascent 
to  the  Alp  of  Serue  commences,  a 
torrent  is  seen  descending  from  the 


Pied^'  ^  Savoy,        route  112. — val  savaranche. 


317 


right.  Up  the  left  bank  of  this  tor-  * 
rent  a  difficult  zigzag  path  ascends 
and  at  the  end  of  2  hrs.  leads  to  some 
chalets  even  higher  than  those  of 
Serue.  The  scenes  presented  during 
the  ascent,  of  the  vast  ranges  of  the 
Levanna  and  the  Iseran,  are  of  the 
most  sublime  character.  Above  these 
chalets,  the  path  is  a  series  of  flights 
of  steps  rudely  cut  in  the  rock.  Be- 
yond this  a  scene  of  frightful  ste- 
rility is  presented:  Rumerous  Alpine 
lakes  or  tarns  are  seen,  but  no  pros- 
pect of  escape,  no  path  from  this  cul 
de  sac  seems  to  offer  itself  f  yet  in  the 
most  improbable  of  all  directions 
there  is  one,  which  actually  lies  up 
and  over  the  rugged  and  pinnacled 
crest  of  the  boundary  to  the  left, 
offering  a  path  more  difficult  than 
that  of  the  Gemmi,  without  the  pro- 
tection of  its  parapets.  The  summit 
attained,  the  scene  around,  viewed 
from  this  crest,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Col  de  Croix  de  Nivtdet,  is 
one  without  parallel  in  the  Alps  for 
the  wild  pecuHarities  observed  on 
looking  back  into  the  savage  valley 
just  left.  In  it  many  lakes  appear, 
and  the  brow  above  the  ktst  cfaSlets 
cuts  abruptly  against  the  deep  haze 
of  the  Val  d'^Orca,  which  is  sur- 
mounted with  the  enormous  range  of 
the  Levanaa. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  of  the 
col  into  the  Plan,  de  Ni volet,  which  is 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  Savaranche, 
many  lakes  are-  also*  seen  at  the  foot 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Nivotet,  the 
same  mountain  which,  towards  the 
Tarentaise,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Iseran,  and  directly  across  the 
head  of  the  Flan  de  Nivolet  is  seen 
a  still  higher  col  than  that  upon 
which  the  observer  stands ;  it  is 
called  the  Col  de  Rhemes,.  and  leads 
through  the  Val  de  Rhaemes  to  Vil- 
leneuve,  by  a  shorter  course  than  the 
Savaranche. 

The  descent  towards  the  Plan  de 
Nivolet  is  much  easier  than  towards 
the  Val  d'Orea  ;  and  having  attained 
the  banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  level 
path  leads  through  the  fine  pasturages 
at  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet ; 
yet  not  a  tree  or  shrub  grows  here, 


and  the  plahi'  is  exposed  to  fearful 
storms  in  winter. 

In  about  an  hour  from  the  lake9 
the  chalets  of  this  plain  are  reached.. 
The  want  of  other  fuel  than  dried 
cow-dung  gives  a  filthy  aspect  to- 
these  ch^ets.  Below  them  the  ground 
of  the  plain  becomes  boggy,  and 
broken  up  into  thousands  of  knolls. 
At  the  end  of  another  hour,  these  are 
left,  to  deseend  by  a  path  lying  over 
bare  and  smooth  granite,  like  that 
on  the  route  of  the  Grimsel,  above 
Handek.  (Route  34.)  After  a  eonsi* 
derable  descent,  the  traveller  sud' 
denly  finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a; 
vast  precipice,  and  overlooking  the 
village  of  Pont,  in  the  deep  valley, 
thousands  of  feet  below  him.  Here, 
on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  a  cross  is 
placed,  which  is  seen  from  below ; 
the  spot  is  called  the  Croix  d*Aro- 
letta.  From  it,  one  of  those  sablime 
scenes  which  occasionally  bursts  upon 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  opens  upon 
hiou  The  three  vast  peaks  of  the 
Grand  Paradis,  breaking  through 
their  enormous  vestment  of  glaciers,, 
rise  before  him  ;,  and  on  the  rt.,  a 
black  mountain,  that  overhangs  the 
path  by  which  he  must  descend  to 
Pont.  Down  these  precipices  he  must 
wind  for  more  than  an  hour  to  reach 
this  village,  the  highest  in  the  Val 
Savaranche,  passing  on  his  descent  a 
magnificent  cataract. 

But  here  the  striking  and  peculiar 
scenery  of  this  pass  ends  ^  the  valley 
below  Pont  is  narrow,,  and  with  very 
little  cultivation  at  the  bottom.  (Jn 
the  1.  a  path  leads  over  the  mountain 
of  Causelles  to  the  Val  de  Rhemes  *, 
and  another  on  the  rt.  crosses  to  the 
Val  de  Cogne.  (Rte.  111.)  Gioux, 
or  Val  Savaranche,  is  the  principal 
village  in  the  valley,  and  here  refresh- 
ment may  be  obtouted. 

There  are  many  little  communes 
in  this  valley.  Near  to  one  of  these, 
Pesai,  an  avalanche  fell  in  1832  ;  it 
destroyed  some  cows,  and  three  men. 
perished.  Crosses  mark  the  spot 
where  their  bodies  were  found.. 

Before  reaching  Gioux  there  is  a 
picturesque  spot  in  the  valley,  where 
two  villages  are  perched  opposite  each 
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other,  Tignietti  and  Crettom  ;  and 
here  the  mountains  are  seen  which 
bound  the  valley  of  Aosta  on  the  side 
opposite  to  the  Val  Savaranche. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley,  the 
path  continues  at  a  vast  height  above 
the  course  of  the  river  bank,  on  its 
rt.  ;  as  it  approaches  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
a  magnificent  view  of  Mont  Blane, 
towering  over  all  the  intermediate 
mountains,  opens  to  the  traveller. 
Here  the  Val  de  Rhemes  joins  the 
Val  Savaranche,  and  both  enter  the 
valley  of  Aosta.  The  end  of  the  Val 
de  Ehemes  appears  like  a  table  land 
on  the  mountain  side,  studded  with 
villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 

From  this  elevation  the  descent  to 
Villeneuve'  is  rapid,  fatiguing,  and 
difficult ;  and  the  journey  from  Chapis 
to  the  Val  d' Aosta  (Rte.  107)  will  be 
found  to  be  quite  enough  for  one  day. 
At  Villeneuve  there  is  neither  decent 
inn  nor  car,  so  you  may  be  prepared 
to  continue  on  to  Aosta,  2h.  20  m. 
farther  on  foot. 

ROUTE  113. 

JVEOGNE  TO  BOUBG  ST.  MAURICE,  IN  THE 
TARENTAISE,  BY  THE  VAL  DE  GRI- 
SANCHE AND  THE  COL  DU  MONT. 

(16  hours.) 
Ivrogne  (Rte.  107,  p.  294). 
The  entrance  to  the  Val  Grisanche 
by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
V  al  d'Aosta  is  utterly  impracticable. 
It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  torrent  by 
the  new  bridge,  and  immediately  be- 
hind the  little  dirty  town  of  Ivrogne 
to  pass  a  mill,  and  ascend  through 
orchards  and  meadows  that  appear  to 
lead  away  from  the  Grisanche.  At 
the  head  of  these  the  path  arrives  ab- 
ruptly below  some  precipices  ;  thence 
turning  and  ascending  along  their 
bases,  the  traveller  shortly  finds  him- 
self in  the  path  which  is  carried  high 
above  the  1.  bank  of  the  Grisanche, 
and  which  leads  up  the  valley. 

For  about  4  hrs.  the  scenes  have  a 
striking  character.  The  river  roars 
so  deep  in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be 
heard ;  and  the  rocks  which  bound  its 


course  are  so  nearly  perpendicular, 
that  the  tops  of  lofty  and  enormous 
pines,  rooted  in  the  rifts  below,  can 
almost  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  iJfee 
traveller  in  passing  above  them. 
Overhangin?  tne  path,  the  mountains 
so  dose  in,  uiat  the  light  of  day  does 
not  half  iUuminaie  this  deep  and  sa- 
vage defile.  On  a  sort  of  terraoe,  tya. 
the  opposite  banks,  the  ruins  of  a 
feudal  castle  are  seen  frowning  over 
the  black  ravine,  and  fitted  for  tales 
of  romance.  From  it,  the  view  into 
the  valley  of  Aosta  must  be  beautiful, 
but  what  access  there  is  to  these  ruins 
cannot  be  traced,  or  even  imagined, 
from  the  opposite  bank,  though  this 
is  so  high  above  the  torrent,  that  the 
path  seldom  approaches  it  nearer  than 
200  ft 

This  narrow  defile  continues  during 
an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs.  Scmie- 
times  the  path  is  carried  on  ter- 
races, rudely  formed  of  loose  stones 
placed  across  rifts  in  the  precipices; 
in  others,  the  buttresses  of  rock  are 
cut  away  to  make  the  road  high  and 
wide  enough  to  pass  a  point  of  &nger ; 
this  in  some  places  has  been  £>ne 
with  a  mass  of  rock,  which,  having 
fallen  from  above,  and  rested  on  the 
line  of  communication,  has  required 
boldness  and  skill  to  form  a  path  by 
it;  thousands  of  these  masses  have 
fallen  into  the  gulf  below,  and  only 
rendered  the  torrent  more  furious  by 
the  interruption.  Numerous  cataracts 
stream  into  this  valley;  and  it  is  ne- 
cessary in  passing  beneath  one  of 
these,  which  descends  from  a  great 
height,  far  up  the  gorge,  to  go  hastily 
over  the  rude  bridge  formed  of  trunks 
of  trees  laid  rudely  across,  and  scarcely 
guarded  by  a  rail,  that  offers  very 
slight  security.  On  looking  up,  as 
nearly  as  the  spray  can  be  approached, 
another  such  bridge  is  seen  to  span 
the  top  of  the  fall,  and  which  connects 
some  forests  or  pasturages  above. 

At  length,  at  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  defile,  the  valley  opens  at  the 
village  of  Seris,  a  place  which  fur- 
nishes only  the  most  miserable  accom- 
modation. The  passage  up  the  Gri- 
sanche to  Seris  is  all  in  the  vidley  really 
worth  a  visit  from  the  Val  d'Aosta, 
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and  it  well  deserves  from  the  tourist 
in  that  yalley  an  examination  as  far  as 
Seris.  To  tliose,  however,  who  woold 
<Hro8s  into  the  Tarentaise,  a  farther 
description  of  the  rte.  is  necessary. 

The  sterility  of  the  Val  de  Gri- 
sanche  Above  Seris  is  striking ;  it  is 
rugged,  and  strewn  witli  enormous 
blocks  which  have  been  detached 
from  the  mountains,  ofiten  from  preci- 
pices so  ste^  that  no  vegetation  rests 
upon  their  surfaces,  where  still  im- 
pending masses  threaten  the  passing 
traveller,  and  numerous  crosses  record 
the  frequency  of  fatal  accidents.  Deep 
rifts  in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  are 
channels  to  cataracts  that  pour  their 
white  foam  from  the  dark  recesses  ;  in 
some  places,  the  black  precipitous 
slopes  of  the  mountain  are  always  wet 
and  herbless,  and  reeking  as  it  from 
some  recent  avalanche* 

For  more  than  two  hours  up  the 
valley  from  Seris,  the  same  character 
of  scenery  prevails  ;  some  miserable 
hovels  anid  a  few  fields  of  stunted 
barley  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  ;  on  its  sides  there  is  only  the 
dark  precipice  or  black  forest  of 
pines.  The  head  of  the  valley  is 
bounded  by  the  immense  glaciers  of 
Clou.  Over  these,  however,  the  bold 
mountaineer  finds  a  pass  to  St.  Poi,  in 
the  Tarentaise. 

At  Fomel,  the  highest  village  in 
the  valley,  the  route  to  the  Col  du 
Mont  l»Eives  the  Yal  de  Grisanche, 
ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  right  by 
a  torrent,  and  reaches  some  chdlets 
on  a  small  but  fine  pasturage.  Above 
these  the  path  skirts  the  Inrink  of  pre- 
cipices over  a  deep  gorge,  and  enters 
a  basin  in  the  mountains — a  scene 
of  the  most  frightful  disorder  ;  it  is 
filled  with  rocks  and  stones  constantly 
brought  down  from  the  surrounding 
mountains,  the  summits  of  which  are 
crested  with  glaciers,  some  so  precipi- 
tous that  the  ridge  of  the  mountain  is 
surmounted  by  one  of  translucent  ice, 
which  presents,  when  the  sun  shines 
through  it,  a  most  brilliant  appearance. 
The  ascent  is  very  steep  for  nearly  3 
hr&  up  a  trackless  loose  path,  and  up 
slopes  of  snow,  steep,  and  many  hun- 
•dreds  of  feet  across.    It  is  fatiguing 
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and  difficult.  From  the  Col  the  scene 
is  very  fine,  not  only  of  the  deep  val- 
ley of  stones  towards  Piedmont,  but 
also  towards  Savoy,  where  nature 
presents  a  gentle  aspect  in  the  moun* 
tains  which  bound  the  Val  Is^re  ;  for 
the  Col  is  so  narrow  that  both  can  be 
seen  from  the  summit. 

The  Col  du  Mont  was  the  scene  of 
some  desperate  conflicts  during  the 
wars  of  the  revolution  between  the 
French  and  the  Piedmontese.  Gene* 
ral  Moulins,  who  commanded  the 
former,  after  many  efforts  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  position  by  advancing 
during  a  snow  stoirm,  when  such  as** 
sailants  were  not  expected,  and  re- 
tained it  in  s|Hte  of  not  less  than  ten 
efforts  to  repossess  it.  The  height  of 
th«  Col,  from  the  absence  of  all  vege- 
tation, must  exceed  8500  ft. 

After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
leaving  on  the  L  black  precipices — the 
haunts  of  the  chamois — ^the  pasturages 
belonging  to  the  commune  of  St.  Foi 
appear  in  a  deep  basin,  bounded  be- 
low by  a  forest.  It  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  imagine  a  contrast  more  strik- 
ing than  the  wretched  and  desolate 
hollow,  filled  with  rocks  and  stones, 
on  the  side  of  Aosta  ^  and  this,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  pasturages  in  the 
Alps  on  the  side  of  the  Tarentaise. 
In  little  more  than  2  hrs.  the  chalets 
in  this  basin  are  reached,  and  in 
another  hour  it  is  traversed.  Beyond 
it  the  road  winds  steeply  down  through 
a  forest,  and  at  length  emerges  to  cross 
a  torrent  and  enter  the  village  of  Mu' 
raille,  where  another  bridee  over  a 
deep  ravine  leads  to  the  hamlet  of 
Massure  ;  thence  traversing  a  brow 
on  the  mountain  side,  the  road  de-n 
scends  to  the  village  of  St.  Foi,  in  the 
Val  Isere.  The  approach  to  St  Foi 
is  strikingly  fine,  for  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  mountains  in  the  Alps,  the 
Cbaffe-Quarre,  bounds  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Val  Is^rc  From  its  base 
in  the  torrent,  far  below  the  terrace 
where  St.  Foi  stands,  to  its  summit, 
which  is  peaked  with  a  triangular  py- 
ramid of  snow,  the  entire  height  of 
this  stupendous  mountain  is  seen.  St 
Foi  is  only  2  hrs.  from  St  Maurice, 
and  offers  little  accommodation  to  the 
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traveller,  at  least  when  compared 
with  the  comforts  of  the  iim  at  St. 
Maurice. 

'  From  St.  Foi  the  descent  by  a  paved 
road  is  very  steep  to  the  banks  of  the 
Is^re.  Bemre  reaching  the  river  a 
torrent  is  crossed,  which  forms,  a  little 
way  up  the  valley,  a  fine  cataract.  It 
is  difficult  to  get  a  view  of  it.  This  is 
the  stream  which  from  above  descends 
between  the  villages  of  Massure  and 
MuraiUe. 

From  the  bridge  the  path  lies  across 
meadows  for  some  way,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Isdre.  Soon  after  rising, 
it  leads  to  the  village  of  Scez,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  and 
thence,  across  cultivated  ground,  to  a 
new  bridge  thrown  over  the  torrent 
of  the  Reclus.  Here  there  is  abund- 
ant evidence  of  the  destructive  cha- 
racter of  the  torrent  after  storms,  in 
the  sand,  rocks,  and  stones  which 
mark  its  course  at  such  times.  Soon 
after  the  road  passes  by  some  coarse 
woollen  cloth-works,  and  some  usines 
for  making  small  iron  ware.  Then 
across  the  winter  bed  of  the  furious 
Versoi,  which  descends  from  Bonna- 
val,  and  below  an  old  round  tower 
belonging  to  the  village  of  Chatelard. 
From  this  place  the  road  to  St  Mau- 
rice is  wide  and  excellent,  and  ere  long 
it  is  to  be  hoped  a  road  of-  the  same 
width  and  excellence  will  lead  from 
this  valley  to  the  Val  d'Aosta  by  the 
pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 

Bourg  St  Maurice.  {Inn:  chez 
Mayat) 

ROUTE  114. 

CORMAYEUE  TO  BOURG  SAINT  MAURICE, 
BY  THE  PASS  OF  THE  LITTLE  ST. 
BERNARD  (aSCENTB  OF  THE  CRAMONT 
AND  THE    belvedere). 

(9i  hrs.'  walking.) 

To  go  to  the  Little  St  Bernard  from 
Cormayeur,  it  is  necessary  to  return 
by  the  great  road  to  Aosta  (Rte.  107), 
about  a  league,  to  where  the  branch 
from  it  leads  to  St  Didier;  or  a  shorter 
course  may  be  found  by  scrambling 
down  the  slopes  which  lead  to  the 
Doire,  and  crossing  it  higher  up  the 


river,  than  by  the  bridge  which  forms 
part  of  the  high  road. 

Pre  St.  Didier  is  a  tolerably  large 
village,  having  the  Importance  of  a 
poste  aux  lettres  and  a  diligence  to 
Turin.  {Inns:  TOurs  is  dirty  and 
dear;  Poste:  —  Pension  JoUbois — 
— Tables  d'hote  at  11  a.m.  and  8  p.m.) 
Like  that  at  Cormayeur  (though  very 
inferior  to  it),  its  chief  support  is  from 
the  pensionnaires,  who  stay  to  take 
the  waters  of  its  mineral 'springs  : 
these  at  St  Didier  are  hot,  having  a 
temperature  of  92°  of  Fahrenheit  in 
the  baths,  but  95°  at  the  source. 

Between  the  villaee  and  the 
springs  there  are  some  beautiful  mea- 
dows, the  source  of  its  name.  Pre 
St.  Didier  :  these  are  sheltered  by 
the  base  of  the  Cramont,  and  by  the 
enormous  precipices  of  bare  rock 
which  overhang  the  source  of  the 
mineral  waters,  and  form  one  side  of 
r",  through  which 


the  torrent  from  the  glaciers  of  the 
Ruitor  and  the  Little  St  Bernard 
forces  its  way. 

The  hot  spring  lies  up  this  gulf 
almost  as  far  as  it  is  accessible;  ^m 
this  spot  it  is  led  through  tubes  to  a 
building  niched  in  beneath  the  preci- 
pices. Within  a  few  years,  however, 
this  has  been  deserted  for  baths,  to 
which  the  water  is  now  conducted,  in 
the  meadow,  where  a  rather  elegant 
structure  has  been  raised — PaviBon, 
as  it  is  here  called.  It  has  been  built 
at  the  expense  of  the  province  of 
Aosta,  as  a  decoy  to  the  royal  family 
to  make  it  a  place  of  their  frequent 
resort  To  this  a  wing  has  been 
lately  added,  which  contains  new  baths 
for  tne  public,  which  are  more  conve- 
nient than  the  old;  and  there  are 
several  houses  in  the  village,  where, 
for  very  moderate  charges,  bed  and 
board  may  be  obtained. 

The  view  of  Mont  Blano  from  the 
meadows  is  a  ^orious  scene;  and, 
from  beneath  the  precipices  near  the 
source,  magnificent  foregrounds  may 
be  obtained. 

The  road  which  leads  by  the  valley 
above  the  gorge  at  the  springs  of  St 
Didier,  and  to  the  Little  St  Bernard, 
is  a  steep  zigzag,  presenting  at  each 
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turn  new  and  striking  scenes  of  the 
valley  below,  and  of  Mont  Blanc.  On 
reaching  the  level  ground  above,  that 
overhangs  the  deep  rift  in  the  moun- 
tain, through  which  the  branch  of  the 
Doire  from  La  Tuille  bursts  through 
into  the  plain  of  St,  Didier,  the  scene 
is  fine.  It  borders  a  pine  forest,  of 
wbich  some  vast  old  trunks  hang  over 
the  precipices,  and  help  to  conceal  the 
deep  torrent  which  roars  in  its  course 
beneath. 

Up  through  this  forest  a  steep  path 
leads  to  the  Cramonti  an  excursion 
which  no  visitor  to  St.  Didier  or  Cor- 
mayeur  should  fail  to  make,  if  the 
weather  be  favourable,  for  no  spot  in 
the  Alps  will  afford  him  so  nne  a 
view  or  Mont  Blanc,  or  a  more  glo- 
rious panorama. 

The  ascent  up  the  forest  to  reach 
the  Cramont  lies  for  an  hour  amidst 
the  pines,  then,  emerging  into  fine 
pasturages,  the  path  leads  up  through 
several  clusters  of  chalets;  at  the  last 
of  these  it  is  usual  to  leave  the  mules, 
if  any  have  been  employed,  to  await 
the  return  of  the  traveller.  The 
opening  scenes  of  the  valley  below, 
as  he  rises,  exqite  and  encourage  his 
efforts  to  attain  the  summit,  which  is 
usually  accomplished  in  4  hours  from 
S'.  Didier;  the  chief  difficulties  lie  in 
the  extreme  smoothness  of  the  sward, 
and  the  steepness  of  the  slope,  which 
make  the  footing  insecure;  and  much 
time  is  lost  by  slipping  back,  partir 
cularly  over  some  of  the  rounded 
knolls,  where  the  effect  of  looking 
back  is  enough  to  make  the  unpraci 
tised  traveller  shudder,  for  the  ground 
is  seen  to  cut  abruptly  against  some 
objects  in  the  valley  thousands  of  feet 
below,  with  as  impressive  an  effect  as 
if  it  were  the  ledge  of  a  precipice  of 
that  depth,  over  which  a  slip  would 
precipitate  the  shrinking  oDserver, 
Nearer  the  top,  however,  the  footing 
is  more  secure;  thousands  of  marmots 
have  burrowed  and  loosened  the  soil, 
and  traces  of  these  animals  are  found 
even  to  the  summit. 

The  highest  point  of  the  Cramont 
is  the  outward  edge  of  a  lar^e  flat 
mass  of  rock*  dipping  towards  the 
Cramont  about  20^;  the  upper  end  of 


this  mass  actually  overhangs  the  rocks 
below,  so  that  a  stone  dropped  from 
it  would  fall  perpendicularly  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  then  striking  the  precis 
pitous  sides  of  the  mountain,  would 
bound  into  the  abyss  beneath,,  broken 
into  thousands  of  fragments.  This 
experiment  lis  generally  practised  by 
visitors,  who  witness  the  motion  given 
to  the  stonea  in  the  channels  below, 
and  hear  w\th.  astonishment  the  roaif 
which  ascends  from  the  commotion 
and  disturbance.  In  this  savage  hoU 
low  chamois  are  p^ten  seen. 

Hence  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc  is  open  to  the 
observer:  midway  of  its  height  (for 
the  height  of  the  Crampi^t  is  9081 
and  that  of  Mont  Blanc  6500  English 
feet  above  the  peak  of  the  Cramont), 
from  the  peaks  which  bound  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne^  to  those  of  the  Grand 
Jorasse,  every  aiguille  and  glacier 
through  this  vast  line  of  nearly  .30 
miles  IS  seen,  within  an  ang^e  of  150^, 
lying  like  a  picture  before  X}ie  pbr 
server  from  the  Cramont.  The  depths 
of  the  A^lee  Blanche  are  concealed 
by  some  low  intervening  mountains, 
wliich  may  be  considered  the  western 
bases  of  the  Cramont. 

Towards  the  N.E.  and  E.  the  Val 
d'Aosta  presents  a  beautiful  portion 
of  the  panorama.  The  mountains 
which  bpu^d  it  sweep  down  to  the 
Doire,  and  leave  between  them  the 
channels  which  are  the  courses  of  its 
affluents,  In  the  valley  the  Doire 
appears  like  a  thread  of  silver.  Lookr 
ing  S,E.,  directly  down  the  line  of 
ascent  to  the  Cramont,  the  Camp  of 
Prince  Thomas,  and  the  tablerland 
^bove  the  precipices  of  the  valley  of 
La  Tuille,  appear  to  b^  immediately 
beneath.  Above  and  beyond  it  lies 
the  enormous  glacier  "of  the  Ruitor, 
one  of  the  finest  objects  within  the 
view:  this  is  connected  with  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  valleys  of 
Cogne,  the  Savaranche,  and  the  Gri- 
sanche. 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  pass  and 
plain  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  guarded 
by  the  Belvedere,  the  Yallaisan,  and 
'  iC  other  mountains  which  bound  that 
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To  the  E.  the  summits  of  Monte 
Hosa  and  Mont  Cervin  arrest  the  at- 
tention. 

Towards  the  Great  St.  Bernard  the 
course  may  be  traced  of  the  path 
which  leads  by  the  pass  of  the  Serena 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  of  Aosta 
to  St.  Bemy.  The  hospice  cannot  be 
seen,  but  the  Mont  Yelan  and  the 
Oombein  are  seen  beyond  it. 

All  visitors  to  the  Cramont,  who 
have  seen  it  in  favourable  weather, 
speak  of  it  with  rapture;  and  Saussure 
thus  records  his  second  visit  there: — 
'*Nous  passames  trois  heures  sur  ce 
Bommet;  j'y  en  avois  aussi  passe  trois 
dans  nM)n  premier  voyage,  et  ces  six 
heures  sont  certainement  celles  de 
ma  vie  dans  lescjuelles  j*ai  goute  les 
plus  grands  plaisirs  que  puissent  don- 
ner  la  contemplation  et  retude  de  la 
nature." 

The  descent  requires  more  care 
than  the  ascent,  at  least  to  guard 
against  slipping:  the  guides  usually 
sit  down,  and  slide  witn  great  speed 
over  the  dry  grass. 

The  traveller  who  proposes  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Cramont  a  part  of  his 
day*s  journey  to  St.  Maurice,  should 
start  very  early,  and  direct  that  the 
mules,  if  he  take  any,  should,  from 
where  he  left  them,  be  sent  across  the 
pasturages,  to  chalets  which  lie  in  his 
way  to  the  village  of  La  Balme.  He 
wiU  thus  gain  tmie  in  ascending  the 
valley,  though  the  descent  to  the 
hamlet  of  Evolina,  down  a  steep  and 
rugged  path  over  loose  stones,  is  very 
fatiguing. 

La  Bahne  is  in  the  valley,  about  an 
hour's  walk  above  where  the  path 
up  through  the  forest  leads  to  the 
Cramont;  and  there  is  no  object  of 
interest  missed  between  the  two 
places. 

A  little' above  La  Balme  the  torrent 
is  crossed,  and  a  path  winds  steeply 
up  on  the  mountain  side;  it  being 
impracticable  in  the  depth  of  the  vaC 
ley,  which  is  here  a  ravine,  to  form  a 
road.  This  is  carried  on  the  rieht 
bank  to  a  great  height  above  the  bed 
of  the  torrent.  There  are  occasional 
peeps  offered  of  the  river,  and  there 
IS   one   of  particular  interest — it  is 


where  the  avalanches  which  descend 
from  the  Cramont  fall  into  the  ravine, 
sometimes  in  such  quantity  that  the 
snow  remains,  under  the  shadow  of 
the  mountain,  unmelted  for  the  year. 
This  is  the  spot,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  most  carefully  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  where  Han- 
nibal and  his  army,  in  their  descent 
from  the  Alps,  found  the  road,  by 
which  they  could  have  descended 
into  the  valley,  destroyed.  The  road 
formerly  lay  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
river.  Within  these  60  years,  the 
present  road,  to  avoid  this  liability, 
has  been  made  on  the  other  side,  high 
above  all  risk  from  such  an  accident. 

Not  fiir  from  this  spot  the  road 
turns  abruptly  to  the  L,  and  the  Alpine 
bridge  and  village  of  La  Tuille,  and 
the  glacier  of  the  Buitor,  open  upon 
the  traveller.  The  bridge  is  crossed, 
and  wine  and  refreshment  may  be 
found  in  the  little  auberge  of  Lal^iille. 

A  short  way  above  La  Tuille  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  the  Ruitor 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  taken  to 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Aosta,  by 
some  beautiful  pasturages,  and  through 
a  forest  that  overhangs  the  precipices 
above  St.  Didier,  whence  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only  to  that 
from  the  Cramont.  After  crossing 
the  Camp  of  Prince  Thomas,  the  path 
descends  down  the  steep  mountain 
side  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Doire.  It 
is  nearly  in  this  course  that  the  Sar- 
dinian government  contemplates  the 
formation  of  a  good  road  over  the 
Little  St.  Bernard,  to  connect  the 
Pays  d' Aosta  with  the  Tarentaise. 

From  La  Tuille  the  road  ascends 
rapidly  to  Pont  Serrant — the  last  vil- 
lage towards  the  Little  St.  Bemurd — 
and  after  crossing  a  very  deep  ravine 
over  a  wooden  bridge,  a  striking  scene, 
and  passing  the  village,  the  road  be- 
comes more  steep,  but  presents  little 
interest  except  to  the  geologist.  About 
2  hrs.  above  Pont  Serrant  the  col  is 
reached — a  fine  pasturage  on  a  plain 
about  a  league  long  and  {a  league  wide, 
bounded  on  the  L  by  the  Belvedere 
and  the  Yallaisan,  and  on  the  rt.  by 
the  Belle-face,  at  the  foot  of  which 
mountain  lies  a  little  lake— the  Yemai, 
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whloh  U  left  in  its  deep  basin  on  the 
rt^  in  ascendin^f  to  the  Col  of  the 
Little  St.  Bernard. 

After  passing  the  rains  of  some 
mural  defences  tlirown  up  during  the 
war  of  the  Bevolution,  when  Franne 
and  Sardioia  struggled  for  possessicm 
of  these  summits,  the  road  enters  upon 
the  plain,  and  the  traveller  sees  before 
him«  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
plain,  the  hosptee  lately  rebuilt. 

On  thie  plain*  however,  Uiere  are 
objeets  of  high  anUquit^.  A  circle  of 
irtones  on  the  highest  pomt  of  the  jdain 
bears  still  the  name  of  the  Cirque 
d'AnnibaL  The  stones  are  rude 
osasses,  varying  in  sue,  none  very 
large ;  they  are  about  10  ft.  apart,  and 
the  eirele  measures  nearly  260  yds. 
round.  The  tradition  is,  that  Hanni* 
bal  here  held  a  council  oif  war.  That 
he  stayed  on  the  sumimit  of  the  Alps, 
and  waited  for  his  stra^Sers,  is  an 
historical  fact ;  and,  independent  of 
other  and  abundant  evidence,  no  plain 
on  the  summit  of  any  other  of  the 
Alpine  paaaes  Is  so  well  adapted  for 
the  encampment  of  his  army  as  this,. 

Near  to  the  eirele  there  is  a  column 
standing,  the  Colonne  de  Joux,  supr 
posed  to  be  of  Celtic  origin.  It  is 
nearly  20  ft.  high,  and  3  ft.  in  diameter. 
It  is  eomposed  of  CipolUno,  a  variety 
of  marble  which  abounds  in  the  Crar 
mont^  About  1^  m.  from  the  Colonne 
de  Joux  is  the 

Hospice^  situated  at  the  S.W.  exr 
Iremity  of  the  plain.  Here  some 
brethren  of  the  Hospice  of  the  Great 
St.  Bernard  administer  hospitality  { 
but  at  present  only  one  eeclesiastie 
resides  h^re.  4  or  5  dogs  of  the  St 
Bernard  breed  are  kept  here.  The 
expenses  of  the  hospioe,  which  affords 
very  tolerable  accommodation*  are  de- 
frayed by  the  commune  of  Aosta. 

The  Hospice  was  fotsaded  by  St 
Bernard*  but  nothing  of  its  history  is 
preserved.  The  Great  St  Bernard 
has  absorbed  all  the  interest,  though, 
if  the  veil  of  the  obscure  history  of 
the  Little  St  Bernard  could  be  re- 
moved, it  would  perhaps  surpass  in 
early  importance  that  of  its  great 
rival ;  for  Celtic  remains  still  exist 
there,  and  the  foundations  of  a  temple 


constructed  of  Roman  brick  are  traced 
on  the  col,  near  the  colunmt 

If  the  traveller  detennine  to  visit 
the  Belvedere*  and  has  already  visited 
the  Cramont  it  will  be  too  much  fo?r 
one  day,  and  he  will  do  weU  to  sleep 
at  the  hospice,  and  either  ascend  the 
Belvedere  in  the  evening,  or  on  the 
following  m<»ming.  It  is  of  easy  ac* 
oomplishment }  we  ascent  may  be 
made  in  an  hour.  Mont  Blanc,  which 
is  not  seen  from  the  Col  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard,  is  from  the  Belvedere  a 
magnificent  objeot.  The  view  is  of 
great  extent  commanding  the  moun^ 
tains  far  S,  of  the  Tarentaise,  and 
looking  down  upon  enonnous  glaciers 
streaming  into  the  valleys  £.  of  the 
Belvedere  i  but  the  scenes  are  very 
inferior  to  those  diseoveied  from  the 
Craaiont 

From  the  bos^^ce,  the  road  winds 
down  the  mountain  side,  and  in  2  hrs. 
the  travell^  reaches  the  village  of 
St  Germains,  Thence  a  zigzag  path 
descends  to  a  stream  called  the  Beclus, 
which  is  overhung  at  the  point  of 
passage  by  an  enormous  bank  oi 
gjrpsum,  l)earing  the  name  of  the 
£odie  Blanche,  In  situation  it  per^ 
feetly  i^n^s  with  Polybius'  account, 
in  the  passage  of  Hannibal,  of  such  a 
rock,  and  the  events  whieh  occurred 
there.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  points 
of  evidence,  and,  taken  with  the 
others,  furnish  a  mass  which  must 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  unr 
prejudiced  inquirers — that  by  this  pass 
of  the  Alps,  Hannibal  entered  Italy, 
General  Melville,  in  his  examination, 
t^e  basis  of  De  Luc*s  treatise  i  Wick" 
ham  and  Cramer  from  their  researches ; 
and  Brockedon  from  his  repeated 
visits  $  aU  travellers  in  the  Alps,  who 
have  examined  the  other  passes  also, 
in  reference  to  this  question,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  this 
line  only  can  the  narrative  of  Poly- 
bius, tlie  only  worthy  authority  upon 
the  question,  be  borne  out 

Below  the  Roche  Blanche  the  an- 
cient road  by  the  Reclus  is  avoided, 
from  its  constant  exposure  to  destruc- 
tion by  falls  from  the  Mont  de  Scez. 
It  now  passes  by  cultivated  fields 
through  the  hamlet  of  ViUars  to  the 
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village  of  Seez  (Rte.  113)  and  thence 
to 

Bowg  St,  Maurice,  Inn:  H.  des 
Voyageurs,  cbez  Mayat,  good. 

MvIbs  are  kept  here :  there  is  no 
tariff,  but  the  charge  is  9  fir.  over  the 
liittle  St.  Bernard  to  Cormayeur,  and 
-8  fr.  return  for  each  mule,  with  a  small 
pour-boire  to  the  boy  who  brings  it 
back.  Here  are  no  side-saddles,  but 
the  guides  contrive  to  make  a  oom- 
£>rtable  seat  for  a  lady. 

ROUTE  115. 

GENEVA  TO  CHAMOUNY; 

16  leagues— about  50  £ng.  m.  Dili- 
gence dauy,  in  8  or  ^  hrs.  to  St.  Mar^ 
tin.  A  TOiturier  takes  6  hrs.  thither, 
indudii^  stoppages.  Post-horses  from 
Geneva  to  St.  Martin,  thence  to 
Chamouny,  in  a  light  char,  in  44  hrs. 

The  Sardinian  postmaster  charges 
5^  fr.  as  compensation  for  allowing 
vetturino  horses  to  be  used  between 
Geneva  and  Sallenehes.  Growds  of 
voituriers  ioiter  about  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  principal  inns  of  Geneva 
ready  to  start  at  a  minute*s  notice  for 
Ghamouny,  or  any  other  excursion 
upon  which  the  traveller  may  det^*- 
mine.  Few  travellers  take  their  own 
carriages  from  Geneva  to  Chamouny. 
A  light  carriage  with  a  pair  of  horses, 
to  take  4  persons,  may  be  hired  for 
40  fr.  to  go  to  Sallenches  or  to  St. 
-Martin,  where  another  and  lighter 
vehicle  can  be  taken  to  convey  2  or  3 
persons  4p- Ghamouny.  In  Savmr  the 
charges  are  regulated  by  tarifil;  and 
imposition  is  immediately  punished 
upon  complaint  to  the  Syndic. 

If  the  traveller  have  a  carriage,  and 
intend,  after  visiting  Chamouny,  to 
cross,  by  the  Tete  Noire  or  Col  de 
Balme,  to  Martigny,  on  the  way  to 
the  Simplon,  he  should  direct  his  car- 
riage to  be  forwarded  to  Martigny, 
from  Geneva,  to  await  his  arrival 
there. 

-  The  passport  must  be  vise  by  the 
Sardinian  minister  at  Lausanne,  or 
consul  at  Geneva,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Chamouny. 

Geneva  is  left  for  Chamouny  by 
the  Grande  Place  and  new  quarter  on 


the  site  of  the  levelled  Porte  de  Bive. 
For  some  miles  the  road  is  lined  with 
neat  villas  and  gardens. 

i  Chesne  is  a  very  large  village  on 
the  Seime — one  of  the  largest  villages 
in  the  republic.  The  road  offers  some 
fime  viewa  of  the  L  Yoirons,  rt.  Mont 
Sal^ve,  the  picturesque  red  Chateau 
de  Momex,  and  the  range  of  the  Jura. 
Soon  after  leaving  Chesne,  the  road 
crosses  a  little  stream,  the  Foron,  which 
has  its  source  in  the  Yoirons,  and  is  the 
boundary  of  l&e  eanton  of  Geneva, 
and  the  Sardinian  frontier.  A  little 
beyond  it,  at  Annemasse,  is  the  sta- 
tion of  the  Sardinian  douane.  Here 
the  greatest  civility  is  shown  if  the 
passport  be  en  regie ;  and  no  search 
or  trouble  is  given  about  baggage  in 
passing  this  frontier  of  the  Sardinian 
states.  On  liie  first  rising  ground  be- 
yond, the  Mole,  a  conical  mountain,  is 
seen  in  all  its  height,  5800  feet,  partly 
concealing  the  oAly  hollow  in  the 
range  of  mountains  beyond,  by  which 
the  course  to  Chamouny  lies. 

Beyond  Annemasse  the  road  runs 
up  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  in  which 
the  blanched  stones  mark  by  their 
breadth  how  furious  the  river  must 
be  after  storms.  A  new  road,  well 
engineered,  and  a  handsome  lofty 
bridge,  eSeet  the  passage  of  the 
Menoge,  nearly  on  a  level,  avoiding 
the  arduous  descent  and  ascent  of  the 
old  road.  It  next  passes  over  an  ele- 
vated plain,  and  soon  reaches 

3  The  village  of  Nangy.  A  little 
beyond  there  are  some  ruins  on  the 
right;  and,  after  passing  Contamines, 
are  seen  those  of  the  Chateau  of  Fau- 
cigny,  that  gives  its  name  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Faucigny.  The  road  now 
passes  so  near  to  the  Mole,  that  this 
mountain  is  an  imposing  and  beautiful 
object.  Upon  it  an  obelisk  has  been 
built — one  of  the  points  in  a  trigono- 
metrical survey  of  Savoy.  Beyond 
Oontamines  the  road  declines.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  Arve  pre- 
sent a  bold  aspect,  and  the  entrance  is 
striking,  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  to 

5  Bonneville — {Inns :  Couronne;  Ba- 
lances.) This  is  a  good  mid^-day  halt- 
ing'plaoe,  after  a  drive  of  3-fl  or  4 
hours  from  Geneva. 
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This  is  the  chief  place  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Fauci^y;  it  is  in  the  diocese 
of  Annecy,  and  has  a  prefecture.  Its 
inhabitants  were  formerly  3000;  at 
present  they  do  not  exceed  1300. 

At  the  end  of  the  stone  bridge, 
built  1753,  oyer  the  Arve,  is  a 
Column  erected  in  honour  of  Carlo 
Felice,  and  in  gratitude  for  his  hav- 
ing added  to  3ie  security  of  their 
town  by  the  formation  of  strong  em- 
bankments, to  restrain  the  furious 
Arye.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  statue 
of  the  King,  and  is  95  feet  high. 

The  bridge  is  crossed  in  pursuing 
the  route  to  Cluses.  On  the  left  the 
Mole  is  flanked,  and  the  road  lies  be- 
tween the  base  of  this  mountain  and 
the  Mont  Brezon,  the  range  that  on 
the  right  bounds  the  yalley  of  the 
Arye, .  which  is  here  rich  in  culti- 
yation.  The  road,  after  some  time, 
undulates,  and  passes  through  the 
yiliages  of  Vaugier  and  Scionzier;  be- 
yond the  former  the  yalley  widens 
where  the  Arye  is  joined  by  the 
Giffre;  a  torrent  that  descends  from 
the  Buet,  flows  through  the  yalley  of 
Samoens,  and  by  the  town  of  Tan- 
ninges,  then,  joining  the  Risse,  below 
St.  Joire,  enters  the  yalley  of  the 
Arye  at  Pont  Marigny. 

The  road  continues  close  under  the 
Brezon  until  its  precipices  frown  over 
the  route  near  Cluses.  Here,  crossing 
the  Arye,  on  a  stone  bridge,  it  enters 
the  town  of  Cluses,  turns  abruptly  to 
the  right,  and  passes  between  vast 
mountains,  through  a  defile,  in  which 
Cluses  is  built,  and  the  passage  of 
which  it  entirely  commands. 

Clttses  {Inns:  Parfaite  Union;  Ecu 
de  France),  an  old  town  8  leagues 
from  Geneva.  It  was  almost  entirely 
burnt  down  in  1843,  but  is  being  re- 
built, away  from  the  mouth  of  the 
gorge,  out  of  which  the  wind,  issuing 
as  from  a  furnace-blast  bellows,  used 
to  foment  this  andother  like  conflagra- 
tions from  which  Cluses  has  suffered 
many  times. 

The  population  is  about  1800.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  are  em- 
ployed in  watchmaking,  for  which 
this  town  has  been  celebrated  above  a 
century.     They    prepare   movemenUf 


watches  in  a  rough  state,  for  the 
watchmakers  in  Geneva  and  in  Ger- 
many. 30  years  ago,  above  1400  per- 
sons were  thus  employed  in  Cluses, 
Maglan,  Scionzier,  and  other  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood;  of  these  above 
1000  persons  were  employed  at  Cluses. 
For  so  retired  a  spot,  its  relation  with 
commercial  men  is  extraordinary. 
Their  early  habits  of  business,  and 
fitness  for  conducting  it,  have  led  to 
the  establishment  of  many  natives  of 
Cluses  in  Alsace,  at  Augsburg,  Stras- 
bourg, and  Lyons,  as  bankers  and 
manufacturers.  The  town  is  miser- 
able enough  in  appearance,  and  excites 
not  the  least  suspicion  that  rich  men 
were  ever  bom  there. 

On  leaving  Cluses,  the  road  is  car- 
ried through  the  defile  on  the  borders 
of  the  river,  and  beneath  grand  Al- 
pine precipices.  The  valley  is  very 
narrow,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Maglan, 
and,  in  some  places,  the  road  is  strait- 
ened in  between  the  river  and  the 
bases  of  precipices,  which  actually 
overhang  the  traveller.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  well  wooded,  and  the 
scenery  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  wild. 

Before  arriving  at  Maglan,  the  pre- 
dpices  on  the  left  retire  a  little,  form- 
ing an  amphitheatre,  which  is  filled, 
nearly  half-way  up,  with  the  debris  of 
the  mountain.  At  the  top  of  this 
talus,  800  feet  above  the  valley,  the 
Grotto  of  Balme  is  seen,  to  which  a 
mule-path  leads,  which  is  undistin- 
guishable  below.  At  a  little  hut  in 
the  hamlet  of  La  Balme,  mules  are 
kept  for  a  visit  to  the  grotto;  and 
whilst  these  are  getting  ready,  limon- 
ode  gazeuscy  and  other  temptations  to 
the  thirsty  traveller,  are  offered. 

Those  who  intend  to  go  on  to  Cha- 
mouny,  should  not  waste  any  time 
here;  for  2  hours  are  consumed  in 
seeing  the  cave:  but  if  the  day's  jour- 
ney be  only  to  St.  Martin  or  Sallenches, 
the  grotto  is  worth  a  visit.  Its  depth 
is  great:  it  enters  the  mountain  more 
than  1800  feet;  but  the  view  firom  it, 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  valley, 
is  limited.  The  peaks,  however,  of 
Mont  Douron,  seen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  valley,  are  remarkably  fine  in 
form. 
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A  litde  beyond  La  Balme,  those 
who  are  amateurs  of  pure  water  may 
taste  from  a  spring  which  bursts  out 
close  to  the  road  in  hirge  volume. 
Saussure  conjectured  that  it  might  be 
the  embouchure  of  the  channel  which 
empties  the  lake  of  Flaine,  in  the 
mountains  above. 

Maglan  lies  below  the  lofty  moun- 
tains on  the  right  bank  of  the  Arve; 
the  commune,  which  is  straggling, 
contains  nearly  as  many  inhabitants 
asCluses, — they,  too,  are  distinguished 
for  their  establishment  in  foreign 
countries.  Beyond  Maglan  the  same 
character  of  scenery  prevails,  but  the 
valley  widens.  About  1^  league  be* 
yond  Maglan,  the  road  passes  close  to 
one  of  the  highest  watenalls  in  Savoy, 
that  of  Nant  cTArpenaz;  the  stream  is 
small,  and  before  it  reaches  half  its 
first  descent  it  is  broken  into  spray, 
yet  its  shape  is  very  graceful,  and 
after  being  nearlv  dissipated  and  dis- 
persed over  the  face  of  the  precipice. 
It  reforms  after  reaching  the  slope  or 
talus  of  soil  and  stones  which  it  has 
brought  down,  and  rushing  across  the 
road  beneath  a  bridge,  it  flows  into 
the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime- 
Stone,  from  which  it  descends,  is  re- 
markable for  its  tortuous  stratifica- 
tion, forming  a  vast  curve,  and  the 
face  of  the  rock  is  so  denuded  that 
its  structure  is  perfectly  seen.  The 
route  from  Geneva  is  so  much  fre- 
quented by  strangers  in  the  season, 
Uiat  it  is  beset  by  all  sorts  of  vaga- 
bonds, who  plant  themselves  in  the 
way  openly  as  beggars,  or  covertly 
9.S  dealers  in  mineral  specimens, 
guides  to  things  which  do  not  require 
their  aid,  dealers  in  echoes,  by  firing 
small  cannon  where  its  reverberation 
may  be  heard  2  or  3  times.  These 
idle  nuisances  should  be  discounte- 
nanced. 

Between  the  fall  of  Arpenaz  and 
St.  Martin,  the  valley  increases  in 
width,  and  rich  fields  spread  up  the 
base  of  the  Douron  from  Sallenches; 
the  peaks  of  the  Yarens,  which  rise 
nearly  8000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  immediately  over  the  village  of 

St.  Martin,  which  now  opens  to  the 
view,  and  shortly  after  the  traveller 


enters  the  bustling  /nn-yard  ol  the 
Hotel  de  Mont  Blanc. 

Within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  iaa 
a  bridge  crosses  the  Arve,  and  leads 
to  the  town  of  SaUenches,  half  a  mile 
from  St.  Martin's.  On  this  bridge 
one  of  the  noblest  views  in  the  Alps  i» 
presented  of  Mont  Blanc:  the  actual 
distance  to  the  peak  is  more  than 
12  miles  in  a  direct  line,  yet  so  sharpt, 
and  bright,  and  clear  is  every  part  of 
its  stupendous  mass,  that  the  eve, 
unused  to  such  magnitude  with  clis- 
tinctness,  is  utterly  deceived,  and 
would  lead  one  to  underrate  tl^  dis* 
tance  by  about  one-third  at  least. 
On  looking  up  the  valley  over  the 
broad  winter-bed  of  the  Arve,  how- 
ever, objects  recede,  and  give  the 
accustomed  impressions  of  distance: 
above  this  rises  the  mountain  of  the 
Fordaz,  its  sides  clothed  with  pines, 
and  its  summit  with  pasturage.  Over 
these  are  seen  the  Aiguille  de  Goi^t^ 
the  Dome  de  Goute,  and  the  head 
of  the  loftiest  mountain  in  Europe^ 
propped  by  ridges  of  aiguilles,  and 
the  intervals  of  these  fill^  with  gla« 
ciers.  This  one  view,  the  first  usually 
enjoyed  by  travell^s  from  England  to 
Chamouny,  is  so  impressive  as  to  be 
generally  acknowledged  a  sufficient 
reward  for  the  journey. 

Sallenches  (Inns:  Bellevue,  clean; 
d'AngleterreJ,  about  36  m.  from  Ge« 
neva,  is  a  little  town,  containing  about 
2000  Inhab.,  rising  out  of  the  ashes 
of  one  which  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Good  Friday,  1840.  It  broke 
out  while  everybody  was  at  church, 
and  thus  got  a-head  before  it  was 
observed.     Many  lives  were  lost 

At  St.  Martin,  or  Sallenches,  chars, 
mules,  and  guides  for  Chamouni  are 
found  in  abundance.  A  char  to  Cha« 
mouni  (without  return)  costs  12  frs.; 
with  2  horses  18  frs.  Postillion, 
pour-boire,  2  frs,  extra.  The  tariff 
should  be  consulted;  it  is  the  same  in 
both  places. 

The  roads  hence  to  Chamouni  are 
practicable  only  for  light  and  narrow 
chars;  in  some  places  they  are  very 
steep,  rough,  and  stony,  and  though 
the  distance  is  only  4^  leagues,  it 
takes  up  as  many  hours. 
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The  pedestrian  who  intends  to  visit 
Chamouny  and  return  hy  Geneva  is 
advised  to  go  from  St.  MATiia.  up  the 
.right  bank  of  the  Arve  to  Chede, 
Servoz,  and  Chamouny,  and  return 
by  the  Col  de  Forulaz,  and  the  Baths 
of  St.  Gervais.  If,  however,  the  tra- 
veller should  not  intend  to  return  by 
the  valley  of  the  Arve,  the  most  agree- 
able approach  to  Chamouny  from  St. 
Martin  is  by  SaUenohes,  and  the 
Baths  of  St,  Gervais  to  Chede. 

{Trom  Sallenches  the  distance  along 
evel  road  to  the  baths  is  a  good 
league,  and  an  agreeable  drive,  from 
the  views  presented  of  the  Mont  Va- 
rens,  which  overhangs  St  Martin  and 
the  valley  of  Maglan.    Near  the 

Baths  of  St.  Gervais  the  road  turns 
jabruptly  on  the  right  into  the  gorge 
of  the  Bon  Nant,  a  stream  which 
descends  from  the  Bon-homme.  At 
the  upper  extremity  of  a  little  level 
spot,  a  garden  in  tne  desert,  are  the 
bath,  the  houses  en  pavUhn,  for  lodg- 
ing and  boarding  the  invalids  who 
retire  to  this  delicious  spot,  and  find, 
in  their  absence  from  the  stirring 
^enes  of  society,  a  repose  which 
restores  the  mind  and  body  to  its 
energies;  the  credit  of  this  is,  how- 
ever, given  to  the  waters,  which  are 
fit  105^  temperature;  the  heat  of  Bath 
with  the  qualities  of  Harrowgate; 
they  contain  iron  and  sulphur.  In 
the  Journals  of  an  Alpine  Traveller, 
he  says,  on  leaving  St  Martin's, — 

"  Vvent  in  a  char-a-^anct  a  sort  of 
carriage  like  a  sofa  placed  on  wheels, 
to  the  baths  of  St  Gervais.  This  is 
so  little  out  of  the  usual  route,  by 
Chede,  and  so  pleasant  a  deviation, 
that  all  visitors  to  Chamouny  should 
go  or  return  by  it;  it  is  a  little  fairy 
spot,  in  a  beautiful  valley,  where  ex- 
eellent  accommodation  may  be  had 
en  pension;  hot  mineral  baths  for  the 
sick,  and  delightful  walks  around  this 
little  paradise  for  the  convalescent 
At  the  back  of  the  house,  a  little  way 
up  the  glen,  there  is  a  fine  cataract; 
and  one  of  the  pleasures  of  this  place 
is  its  solitude,  amidst  scenes  so  beau- 
tiful and  wild,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  it  without  a  guide."  "  The 
yiews  from  St  Gervais  are  very  fine, 


though  the  higher  Alps  are  concealed; 
but  the  limestone  range  of  the  Aiguille 
de  Varens,  above  St  Martin,  is  smgu- 
larly  picturesque  in  its  outline  and 
detaiU'-^P.  F. 

The  glen  is  a  cul^desao;  there  is  no 
leaving  it  upward;  it  is  necessary  to 
return  to  the  entrance,  where  two 
roads  branch  off— one,  very  steep, 
leads  up  to  St  Gervais,  a  beautiful 
village  m  the  Val  Montjoie,  through 
which  the  Bon  Nant  flows,  until  it 
falls  into  the  gulf  behind  the  baths; 
above  St  Gervais,  this  road  continues 
through  the  viU^es  of  Bionay  and 
Tresse  to  Contamines,  and  the  pass  of 
the  Bon-homme.    (Bte.  118.) 

The  other  road  at  the  entrance  of 
the  glen  of  the  baths  of  St  Gervais, 
after  skirting  a  little  way  the  moun- 
tain base  below  the  Forclaz,  leads 
across  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  and 
falls  into  the  shorter  road  by  Fassy  to 
Chede.] 

The  valley  of  the  Arve  above  St 
Martin  and  Sallenches  spreads  out 
into  a  wide  flat  plain,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  drained  lake-basin.  In- 
describably magnificent  views  open 
out  from  time  to  time  all  the  way  to 
Servoz.    At  the  little  hamlet  of 

Chede,  the  road  steeply  ascends 
above  the  broad  plain  of  the  Arve. 
Near  to  Chede  there  is  on  the  left  a 
fine  cascade,  which  travellers,  who 
start  at  5  a.m.  for  Chamouny,  gene- 
rally visit  for  the  sake  of  the  beautiful 
iris  that  then  plays  over  it 

After  attaining  a  considerable 
height,  the  road  passes  (L)  what,  until 
within  a  very  shor^  period,  was  a 
little  lake,  the  Lac  du  Chede;  in  which, 
as  in  a  mirror,  a  fine  view  of  the 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  towering  over 
{he  lower  range  of  mountains,  was 
reflected;  this  was  one  of  the  little 
"  lions"  in  the  excursion  to  Cha- 
mouny; but  a  debacle  of  black  mud 
and  stones  has  descended  and  filled  it, 
and  the  lake  of  Chede  is  no  more. 

The  beggars  along  the  whole  of  the 
road  are  very  numerous,  and  here- 
abouts the  traveller  will  find  them 
pestilent 

The  road,  still  rising  above  the 
spot  where  the  lake  was,  turns  into  a 
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deep  curve  to  cross  the  bed  of  a  wild 
torrent,  which  is  apt  to  cover  the 
road,  after  every  severe  storm,  with 
rubbish,  and  to  alter  its  direction  to 
those  who  follow.  From  this  wild 
spot  there  is  a  descent  through  a 
forest  to  the 

Village  of  Servoz,  where  is  an  Inuy 
offering  very  tolerable  accommoda- 
tion and  refreshments,  fresh  eggs, 
milk,  butter,  and  honey,  from  Cha- 
mouny,  to  travellers.  Here  the  horses 
of  the  chars  are  usually  rested. 

Here  the  minerals  of  Mont  Blanc 
are  sold,  but  they  are  usually  bought 
by  travellers  at  Chamouny,  where  the 
collections  are  larger. 

At  Servoz,  guides  may  be  had  to 
accompany  the  traveller  to  the  Buet, 
one  of  the  panorama-commanding 
summits  near  Mont  Blanc,  and  offer- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  "Monarch;" 
and,  from  its  elevation,  nearly  10,500 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  a  vast 
extent  of  horizon  is  presented,  bounded 
on  the  E.  by  the  mountains  of  St. 
Gothard;  and  on  the  W.  by  ranges 
which  extend  and  subside  into  Dau- 
phiny:  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  of 
Annecv  are  partly  seen,  and  the  whole 
line  of  the  Jura  mountains  bounds 
that  part  of  the  horizon. 

The  Buet  is  a  dangerous  mountain 
to  visit  without  a  good  guide :  the 
fate  of  a  ^oung  Danish  traveller, 
M.  Eschen,  is  stSl  remembered.  He 
perished  in  August,  1800,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  disregarding  the  advice 
of  his  guide. 

The  side  of  Servoz  is  the  best  from 
which  to  ascend  the  Buet;  the  usual 
way  is  to  proceed  up  the  mouutain, 
and  sleep  at  some  chalet;  then  starting 
early,  reach  the  summit  of  the  Buet^ 
and  descending  by  the  Yal  Orsine, 
arrive  at  Chamouny  in  the  evening. 

Those  who,  in  returning  to  Geneva, 
would  vary  their  route,  may,  from 
Servoz,  enter  the  Valley  of  Sixt  at  its 
head,  and,  descending  by  Samoens 
and  Tanninges,  pass  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  Mole,  by  St.  Jeoire  and  Bail- 
lard,  and  enter  the  high  road  from 
Chamouny  to  Geneva,  near  Nangy. 
(Route  115a.) 

From  Servoz  the  road,  after  cross- 


ing the  torrent  of  the  Dioza  which 
descends  from  the  Buet,  lies  close 
under  the  foot  of  the  Breven,  between 
this  mountain  and  the  Arve,  which 
issues  at  Pont  Felissier  from  one  of 
the  finest  gorges  in  the  Alps.  The 
valley  between  this  bridge  and  Servoz 
was  once  a  lake,  produced  probably 
by  a  mountain  fall  damming  up  the 
valley  of  Chatelas,  by  which  the  Arve 
descends  to  the  valley  of  Sallenches. 
Near  the  Font  Felissier,  on  a  mound, 
are  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  St. 
Michael. 

After  crossing  Font  Felissier  an- 
other very  steep  and  stony  ascent 
opposes  the  traveller's  course,  called 
Les  Montets — the  road  with  difficulty 
labours  up  its  rocky  slope,  and  the 
Arve  rushes  down  it  as  by  a  stair- 
case in  constant  leaps,  in  places  plung- 
ing into  ravines  and  chasms,  whose 
depth  makes  one  shudder  to  look 
down.  Arrived  at  the  top  of  this 
steep  you  find  yourself  in  an  up- 
per story  of  the  valley  of  the  Arve. 

From  the  Montets,  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc,  now  in  close 
proximity,  is  magnificent;  but  the 
summit  can  no  longer  be  seen;  it  is 
concealed  by  the  vast  Dome  de  Goute. 

The  course  from  the  Montets  lies 
through  some  fine  meadows  to  Les 
Ouches,  the  first  village  in  the  valley. 

Even  from  Les  Montets,  the  white 
lines  of  glaciers  (§  17)  are  seen  to 
extend  themselves  into  the  valley; 
The  first  is  that  of  Taconey,  which  is 
2  m.  up  the  valley  above  Les  Ouches: 
it  is,  however,  so  mere  a  line  com- 
pared with  the  vastness  of  other  ob- 
jects around,  that  the  traveller  never 
fails  to  be  disappointed  in  its  apparent 
size.  Numerous  torrents  are  passed, 
which  descend  furiously  from  the 
glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  cut  deep 
channels,  which  are  difficult  to  cross, 
or  to  keep  in  repair  the  passages  over 
them — they  are  disrupted  by  every 
storm.  The  valley  expands  consi- 
derably. 

About  half  a  league  beyond  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  Taconey, 
is  the  hamlet  of  Bossons,  and  near  it 
the  glacier  of  that  name,  which  reaches 
further  out  into  the  valley  than  any 
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other.  It  is  a  beautiful  object  at  a 
distance,  and  deserves  close  examina- 
tion on  account  of  the  purity  of  its 
ice  and  the  elegant  and  fantastic  forms 
of  its  ice  pyramids — some  of  them,  pin- 
nacles 60  to  80  ft  high,  are  seen  here 
in  peculiar  perfection. 

2  m.  below  Chamouny  is  a  path 
(rt.)  by  which  you  may  turn  aside 
and  visit  the  very  remarkable  Cascades 
des  Pelerxns,  "In  one  of  these  the 
water,  descending  with  prodinous  ve- 
locity through  a  natural  and  almost 
vertical  conduit  in  the  rock,  meets  with 
an  obstacle  which,  giving  it  a  sudden 
check,  causes  it  to  rebound  and  gush 
forward  and  upward,  thus  forming  a 
parabolic  arch  of  singular  beauty, 
especially  at  the  season  or  under  cir- 
cumstances of  abundant  water.  A 
short  day  only  is  necessary  for  this 
interesting  excursion." — Prof.  Forbes, 
This  singular  fall  reminds  one  of  the 
jets  represented  in  old  prints  as  coming 
from  a  whale's  nostrils.  At  the  risk  of 
a  wetting  you  may  pass  behind  the  faU. 

A  little  above  the  glacier  of  Bos- 
sons  the  Arve  is  crossed,  and  the 
road  continues  on  its  right  bank.  At 
the  head  of  the  valley  is  seen  the 
Glacier  du  Bois,  the  largest  in  the 
valley,  the  terminus,  in  feet,  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace.  This  lies,  however,  a 
league  beyond  the  village  of  Cha- 
mouny. 

Chamothtt.  Inns:  H.  de  Londres 
et^  d'An^leterre;  one  of  the  best  ap- 
pointed inns  in  the  Alps;  where  les 
freres  Tairrez  make  capital  provision 
for  the  wants  of  travellers,  especially 
English,  and  much  c(ymfort  will  hte 
found,  including  baths ; — H.  de  TUnion, 
also  vervgood,  but  dear — ^W.r.,1851 ; 
has  baths; — H.  du  Mont  Blanc  or  de 
la  Couronne.  H.  Royal,  beyond  the 
river,  near  the  Union,  and  same  pro- 
prietor :  the  best  rooms  in  Chamouny. 

Charges  —  dinner,  3  to  4  francs ; 
breakfast,  1^  to  2  f r. ;  bed,  1^  to 
2  frs. — The  mineral  warm  baths  offer 
the  most  refreshing  and  agreeable 
luxury  after  the  fatigue  of  mountain 
excursions. 

Chamonny  is  now  a  large  and  im- 
portant community,  which  displays 
almost  the  bustle  of  an  English  water- 
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ing-place  in  the  most  retired,  hereto- 
fore, of  the  Alpine  valleys.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  grand  wnite  mass 
of  Mont  Blanc  and  its  accompanying 
aiguilles  and  glaciers,  which  are  sub- 
lime, the  mere  valley  (Thai  sohl,  as 
the  Germans  call  it)  is  not  beautiful; 
it  has  even  a  desolate  air  about  it. 

A  Chapel  for  the  performance  of  the 
English  Ch,  Service  is  about  to  be  built 
by  MM  Tairrez — attached  to  the  H. 
de  Londres;  but  open  to  all  visitors  to 
Chamouny.  Meanwhile  it  is  read  at 
one  of  the  hotels  whenever  an  English 
or  American  clergyman  is  present. 

The  village  of  Chamouny,  or  Le 
Prieure,  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
from  a  Benedictine  convent  esta- 
blished here  about  the  end  of  the 
11th  century,  was  known  earlier  than 
is  generally  imagined.  The  original 
act  for  founding  the  priory  bears  the 
seal  of  Count  Aymon,  and  a  reference 
to  "Papa  Urbano"  (Pope  Urban  II.), 
which  fixes  the  date  oetween  1088 
and  1099— probably  about  1090.  The 
gift  which  accompanied  this  deed  was 
of  the  Vale  of  Cnamouny,  from  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  torrent  of  the 
Dioza  near  Servoz — about  7^  leagues 
in  length,  by  about  3  in  breadth,  in- 
cluding the  mountain  sides  and  slopes. 
From  this  document  the  origin  of  the 
name  of  Chamouny  may  be  disco- 
vered. The  words  Campus  Munitus, 
champ  muni,  or  fortified  field,  come, 
perhaps, from  its  mountain  boundaries; 
but  this  name  does  not  occur  after  the 
adoption  of  Prieure.  The  documents 
furnish  also  a  history  of  the  pro- 
gressive settlement  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  the  occasional  intercourse  of  im- 
portant strangers  with  the  priory. 
The  first  visit  recorded,  of  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  within  whose  diocese  Cha- 
mouny lay,  was  in  the  15th  century; 
when,  after  visiting  the  abbot  of  Sal- 
lenches,  he  continued  his  perilous 
journey  to  Chamouny,  where  he  ar- 
rived as  late  as  Oct  4,  1443.  He 
was  accompanied  by  the  abbot,  his 
two  officiating  clerical  attendants,  and 
some  menial  persons.  The  visiting 
party  performed  the  journey  on  foot. 

The  first  knowledge  of  Chamouny 
was  clearly  not  a  discovery  of  Wynd* 


330 


ROUTE  115. — CJHAMOUNY.      GUIDES.      EXCUESIONS.      Sect  11. 


ham  and  Pocock.  With  Greneva  and 
with  Germany  the  natives  of  Cha- 
moimy  had  long  had  much  inter- 
course, and  their  fairs,  held  at  the 
priory,  brought  many  strangers.  The 
ordonnance  for  establishing  these  fairs 
was  granted  by  Philip  of  ^voy,  Comte 
of  Geneva,  and  bears  date  1530,  and  3 
years  later  he  gave  permission  for  the 
establishment  of  a  weekly  market, 
which  still  exists. 

Messrs.  Wyndham  and  Pocock's 
excursion  to  Uhamouny,  and  their  re- 
port of  it  in  the  Mercvre  de  Suisse,  in 
1741,  aroused  general  attention  to- 
wards these  retired  wilds  and  most 
sublime  scenery,  whither  thousands 
have  since  made  their  pilgrimage. 

Previously  to  the  Italian  Revolution 
of  1848,  the  guides,  mules,  and  all  affairs 
connected  with  them  were  regulated 
by  the  state,  to  guard  against  abuses 
and  disputes.  They  were  placed  under 
the  management  of  a  syndic,  who,  as 
guide  en  chef,  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment, had  a  code  of  laws,  and  tariff  of 
charges,  which  all  must  obey. 

By  these  regulations  60  men  were 
enrolled  as  guides,  selected  for  their 
intelligence,  and  the  excellence  of  their 
certificates,  which  had  been  given  to 
them  by  their  employers  when  satis* 
fied  with  their  conduct.  During  the 
convulsions  caused  by  the  war  in  N. 
Italy  the  association  of  guides  was 
dissolved  and  has  not  since  been  re- 
established. Any  one  may  now  act 
as  guide,  whether  experienced  or  not, 
ana  the  traveller  has  no  longer  the 
security  of  well-attested  service  to 
prove  the  fitness  of  those  who  propose 
to  conduct  him.  Certain  guides  are 
now  attached  to  each  of  the  great 
hotels;  their  charge  is  6frs.  a  day, 
and  6  frs.  also  for  a  mule,  of  which 
about  160  are  kept  at  Chamouny. 
Good  and  experienced  guides  are 
•>•  Jacques  Balmat,  David  Holliquet — 
J.D.  G.— and  David  Coutet. 

The  traveller  is  at  liberty  to  take 
whom  he  chooses  and  to  make  his 
own  bargain  with  the  guide.  The 
usual  charges  remain  as  before — 6  frs. 
a  day  for  a  g^ide  or  mule,  and  10  frs. 
for  an  extra  course,  such  as  the 
Jardin.     Members  of  the  old  corps 


are  attached  to  the  great  hotels,  and 
it  is  advisable  to  take  a  guide  reoom^ 
mended  by  the  innkeeper.  One  rega- 
lation  continues  in  force  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extracting  money  from  tra- 
vellers. There  is  a  convention  between 
the  communes  of  Chamouny  and  Mar- 
tigny,  by  which  the  muleteers  of  the 
one  place  are  prevented  taking  em- 
ployment on  their  return  home:  thns 
securing  to  them  back  fare  or  double 
pay. 

Jacques  Balmat  the  elder,  the  most 
daring,  skilful,  and  experienced  of  the 
guides,  was  the  first  who  made  the 
ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  When  he  dis- 
appeared in  1835  he  was  70  years  old. 
He  went  out  with  a  hunter  of  Valorsine 
to  chase  the  chamois,  parted  from  him 
near  the  Pic  du  Midi,  having  pro- 
posed an  ascent  which  the  other 
thought  too  dangerous;  but  poor 
Jacques  was  from  his  youth  a  goldr 
finder;  one  who  believed  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  become  suddenly  rich 
by  such  a  discovery.  He  always  pre- 
ferred to  follow  this  phantasy  rather 
than  act  as  guide,  and  he  paid  for 
it  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  The  spot 
from  which  he  fell,  over  the  preci- 
pices of  the  Mortine,  is  known,  but  to 
recover  the  body  was  considered  im- 


EXCDRSIONS  AROUND  CHAMOUNY. 

** Above  me  are  the  Alps, 

The  Palaces  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pinnacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps. 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  halls 
Of  cold  sublimity,  where  formM  and  falls 
The  Avalanche,  the  thunderbolt  of  snow  ! 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals. 
Gather  around  these  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  pierce  to  Heaven,  yet  leave 
vain  man  bielow." 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  the 
bustle  and  excitement  of  a  visit  to 
Chamouny.  The  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  travellers,  the  presence  of  the 
guides  and  their  tales  of  adventures, 
the  plans  for  to-day  or  to-morrow,  the 
weather,  not  here  the  commonplace 
substitute  for  haviog  nothing  else  to 
say,  but  the  most  important  source  of 
enjoyment  or  disappointment  to  the 
traveller.  On  looung  out  in  the 
evening  upon  Mont  Blanc,  frc«n  ihe 
windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Londres, 
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with  a  plan  for  to-moiTow,  with  what 
anxiety  all '  indications  of  a  change 
are  watched;  how  everybody  is  con- 
sulted! Groups  of  rainblers  arrive 
from  Geneva,  from  the  Yallais,  from 
Piedmont,  or  from  visits  to  the  sur- 
rounding points  of  view;  success  is 
envied — failure  pitied. 

a.  When  cloudy  weather  forbids 
your  thinking  of  excursions  in  which 
a  distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  to  the  beautiful  and  unique  Cas- 
cade des  Pilerins  (p.  329),  1  hour's  walk 
from  Chamouny,  is  excellent  occu- 
pation ;  travellers  should  make  a  point 
of  seeing  it  The  path  is  not  easily 
found  without  a  guide. 

b.  The  Montantert, — This  is  gene- 
rally the  first,  often  the  only  excur- 
sion made  from  Chamouny,  with  the 
intention  of  returning  to  it.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  excursion  is  to  visit  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  the  enormous  glaciers 
which  terminate  in  the  Glac^ier  du 
Bois,  and  the  source  of  the  Arveron, 
in  the  valley  of  Chamouny.  It  is  a 
mule-road,  and  the  inn  or  pavilion 
on  the  Montanvert  may  be  reached 
in  2^  hrs.:  to  descend  takes  barely 
2hrs. 

To  go  to  the  Montanvert  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  cross  the  Arve  and  the 
opposite  meadows,  by  a  path  which 
traverses  the  valley  to  llie  foot  of  the 
Montanvert,  where  the  path  rises 
above  the  valley,  through  the  forest 
of  pines  which  skirts  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  in  some  places  very  steep, 
and  to  ladies,  or  unpractised  travel- 
lers, mounted  on  mules,  apparently 
dangerous;  but  as  the  guide  is  in  at- 
tendance in  all  places  of  difficulty, 
and  there  are  really  none  of  danger, 
confidence  is  soon  possessed. 

After  a  scramble  amidst  rocks,  and 
the  roots  of  pines  and  larches,  occa- 
sional openings  among  the  trees  afford 
peeps  into  the  valley,  of  the  Arve  up, 
and  down  of  the  Fleg^re  and  Breven 
opposite,  and  mark  the  great  height 
so  rapidly  attained.  Sometimes  crues 
are  crossed— the  channels  of  ava- 
lanches in  the  winter,  which  sweep 
down  everything  in  their  course.  As 
you  mount  higher,  that  gigantic  obe- 
lisk of  granite,  the  AigoiUe  de  Dm, 
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peers  down  upon  you  from  above  the 
pine -tops,  and  becomes  a  most  striking 
feature  in  the  scene. 

An  Infif  or  Pavilion,  affording  li- 
mited sleeping  accommodation  (3  oed- 
rooms),  gwd  rare  at  moderate  charges, 
has  been  built  on  the  Montanvert, 
and  is  kept  by  the  worthy  guide, 
David  Coutet.  It  has  succeeded  to 
the  rude  hut  composed  of  a  boulder 
stone  and  dry  wall  turfed  over,  beneath 
which  Saussure  slept,  and  to  the  regu- 
larly built  cabin,  called  "  Chateau  d^ 
Blair,"  from  the  Englishman  who 
erected  it,  1778-81 .  The  inn  is  a  good 
station  for  visiting  the  higher  part  cif 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  Jardin,  &c. ;  al- 
though the  thermometer  sometimes 
sinks  to  39°  Fahr.  in  Sept  Prof. 
Forbes  determined  its  height  above 
the  sea-level  at  6303  ft 

From  the  Montanvert  the  Mer  de 
Glace  is  seen  to  an  extent  of  2  leagues 
up  the  valle  v,  towards  the  Mont  Pe- 
riades  and  the  Aiguilles  of  Lechaud, 
on  either  side  of  which  a  branch  con- 
tinues ;  that  on  the  S.W.  forming  the 
rat  glacier  of  Tacul,  and  that  on  the 
and  N.E.  the  glaciers  of  Lechaud 
and  Talefre.  The  view  of  this  enor- 
mous sea  of  ice  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  in  these  scenes  of  wonder, 
but  its  great  extent,  from  the  vast 
size  of  every  object  about  it,  is  very 
deceptive.  Directly  across  the  Mer 
de  Glace  are  some  of  the  finest  of 
those  pinnacled  mountains  which  form 
so  striking  and  peculiar  a  feature  in 
the  Chamouny  scenery.  The  nearest 
is  the  AiguiUe  do  Dru,  and  stUl 
further  on  the  rt  is  the  Aiguille  du 
Moine.  A  thousand  name^ss  pin- 
nacles pierce  the  clouds  between 
them,  and  seem  to  prop  the  loftiest 
of  this  stupendous  mass,  which  is 
the  Aiguille  Verte,  rising  more  than 
13,000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  nearly  7000  ft  above  the  Mon- 
tanvert. 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  should,  at  least, 
descend  upon  it,  to  have  a  just  idea 
of  its  character,  and  should  walk  far 
enough  upon  it,  50  or  100  yds.,  to  ob- 
serve close  at  hand  its  beautiful  purity 
and  the  intense  blue  colour  m  the 
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creyices,  which  cannot  be  conceived 
when  looking  down  upon  it,  for  the 
stones  and  soil  are  rejected  to  its  sur- 
face, and  thrown  over  at  its  edges, 
forming  what  are  called  the  moraines 
of  the  glacier. 

c.  The  Jardm, — Those  who'wish  to 
cross  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  visit  the 
Jardin,  on  the  Glacier  de  Tal^fre,  one 
of  the  most  striking  excursions  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  Alps,  should  sleep  at  the 
pavilion,  for,  to  a  fatiguing  day's 
journey,  2^  hrs.  make  an  important 
addition.  The  accommodation  now 
offered  at  the  pavilion  enables  the 
traveller  to  sleep  comfortably  and 
start  early.  No  person  should  ven- 
ture without  a  guide.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  the  excursion  is  to  enter  more 
into  the  heart  of  Mont  Blanc,  to  pene- 
trate into  its  profound  valleys,  and 
witness  scenes  of  wilder  horrors  and 
more  savage  solitude ;  and  there  is  no 
excursion  nrom  Chamouny  that  excites 
these  sublime  emotions  more  power- 
fully. The  guide  should  carry  pro- 
visions for  this  excursion,  and  in 
fact  any  other  where  the  visitors  are 
not  numerous  enough  to  insure  an 
establishment  for  refreshment  Bread 
and  cold  meat,  and  wine,  shoidd  be 
taken  by  the  guide  to  the  Jardin,  the 
Mont  Breven,  the  Chapeau,  and  such 
other  places  as  he  may  advise. 

The  course  taken,  is  to  follow  the 
S.W,  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and 
reach  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  de 
Charmoz,  where,  from  there  being 
fewer  crevices,  the  Mer  de  Glace  can 
be  crossed  with  greater  safety.  Seve- 
ral ridges  of  moraines,  called  aretes, 
which  lie  in  the  direction  of  the 
glacier,  are  crossed,  and  that  part  of 
the  glacier  called  Xiechaud  is  ascended 
a  little,  to  attain  the  lower  extremity 
of  that  of  Tal^fre,  which  here  presents 
an  awful  appearance,  from  the  disrup- 
tion of  the  ice,  and  the  vast  and  wild 
masses  and  pyramids  into  which  the 
glacier  has  oroken,  from  its  abruprt 
descent  into  the  glacier  of  Lechaud. 
These  hang  in  terrorem  over  the  tra- 
veller who  dares  to  approach  them. 

To  pass  these  glaciers  it  is  necessary 
to  climb  the  rocks  of  the  Couvercle, 
the  base  of  the  Aiguille  du  Talefre, 


This,  which  is  difficult  from  its  exces- 
sive steepness,  is  not  dangerous.  A 
part  of  the  path  lies  in  a  little  gully 
m  the  rock,  to  climb  over  which,  in 
some  places,  the  hands  are  required, 
as  well  as  the  feet  This  part  of  the 
passage  is  called  'the  Egralets.  Above 
It,  where  the  path  is  less  steep,  and 
where  there  is  some  herbage,  the  tra- 
veller reaches  the  bed  or  level  of  the 
Glacier  du  Talefre,  which  leads  to  an 
oasis  in  this  desert — an  island  in  the 
ice— a  rock  which  is  covered  with  a 
beautiful  herbage,  and  enamelled,  in 
August,  with  flowers  —  this  is  the 
Jardin  of  this  palace  of  nature,  and 
nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  such 
a  spot,  amidst  the  overwhelming  sub- 
limity of  the  surrounding  ob^ect$>  the 
AiguiUes  of  Charmoz,  Bletidre,  and 
the  Geant,  and  the  enormous  glaciers 
of  Tacul  ;  all  vindicate  the  truth  of 
the  poet's  glorious  description, — 

*'  Mont  Blano  i«  the  monarch  of  mountains ; 
They  crown  d  him  long  ago, 
On  a  throne  of  rocks,  in  a  robe  of  cloads. 
With  a  diadem  of  snow." 

In  returning  from  the  Jardin  it  is 
not  necessary  to  descend  by  the  Egra- 
lets  ;  a  steep  path  leads  down  from 
the  glacier  of  Talefre  to  the  glacier  of 
Lechaud,  and  then  by  the  path  to  the 
base  of  the  Charmoz,  to  Montanvert, 
and  Chamouny. 

It  requires  5  hrs.  to  go  from  the 
Pavilion  to  the  Jardin,  and  6  to  re- 
turn from  the  Jardin  to  Chamouny. 
The  journey  from  Chamouny  to  the 
Jardin  and  back  may  be  performed 
in  12  or  13  hrs. — allowing  2  or  3  hrs. 
to  rest  By  starting  from  the  Montan- 
vert of  course  the  fatigue  will  be 
lessened,  **  It  is  one  of  the  grandest 
excursions  in  the  whole  range  of  the 
Alps,  and,  owing  to  the  purity  of  the 
atmosphere,  is  not  so  fatiguing  as  is 
ffenerally  supposed.  If  the  traveller 
be  not  pressed  for  time,  and  have  a 
taste  for  such  sublime  scenes,  he  may, 
by  sleeping  a  second  time  at  the  Pa- 
vilion, enjoy  these  in  a  high  degree, 
by  exploring,  after  a  descent  from  the 
Jardin,  the  upper  part  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace  and  the  Glacier  de  TEchaud  : 
for  this  there  will  be  time  enough, 
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and  even  to  make  collections  of  plants 
and  minerals,  which  are  highly  inte- 
resting ;  the  former  at  the  £!gralets 
and  on  the  Jardin,  and  the  latter  on 
the  Moraines  of  the  Glacier  of  Tal^fre 
and  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace.  The  next  morning,  therefore, 
instead  of  returning  by  the  beaten 
road  to  Chamouny,  the  traveller  may 
explore  the  bases  of  the  Aiguilles  be- 
tween the  Mer  de  Glace  and  Mont 
Blanc,  and  crossing  with  caution  the 
Glacier  du  Pelerin,  descending  from 
the  Aiguille  du  Midi,  he  wfll  find 
himself  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
immediately  overlooking  the  Glacier 
du  Bossons,  not  far  from  the  point 
where  it  is  crossed,  opposite  the 
Grands  Mulcts,  in  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Blanc  ;  and  here  he  will  have  a  far 
better  idea,  than  from  any  other  point, 
of  the  real  nature  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  scenes  to  be  eujoyed,  in  that 
daring  excursion.  A  very  steep  but 
beautiful  descent,  chiefly  over  herb- 
age, and  parallel  to  the  course  of  the 
Glacier  du  Bossons,  will  lead  him 
to  the  valley  of  Chamouny,  2  miles 
below  the  village  ;  and  in  passing  he 
may  visit  two  remarkable  Cascades, 
formed  by  the  water  which  descends 
from  the  Glacier,  which  are  little 
visited,  though  near  the  great  road 
through  the  valley.  "  A  short  dajr  is 
only  necessary  for  this  interesting 
excursion." — Prof^  Forbes, 

d.  The  Flegere, — From  the  facility 
with  which  this  mountain  can  be 
ascended,  and  the  v  admirable  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  it  commands,  it  is 
the  one  most  generally  attained  by 
ladies.  It  may  be  accomplished  on 
mules  the  whole  way,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  valley.  The  point 
attained  lies  exactly  opposite  the  Gla- 
cier du  Bois,  or  Mer  de  Glace  ;  and 
from  no  point  are  the  remarkable 
group  of  Aiguilles  which  surround 
the  Aiguille  v  erte  so  finely  seen.  The 
Montanvert  is  visited  for  the  sake  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Mer  de  Glace  ; 
the  Flegere,  to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  with  its  attendant  objects. 
From  Chamouny  to  the  Flegere  re- 
quires only  2^  hrs.,  and  about  2  hrs. 


to  return.  The  road  that  leads  to  it 
lies  up  the  valley,  to  the  hamlet  of  les 
Fres,  where  it  turns  off  to  the  L  to- 
wards the  Aiguille  de  Chalanods,  one 
of  the  Aiguilles  Rouges,  where  a  steep 
path  conmiences  which  leads  up  to  the 
pasturage  of  Pra  de  Viola.  Thence  a 
good  hour  is  required  to  attain  the 
Croix  de  la  Flegere,  which  commands 
a  view  of  the  whole  range,  from  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  furthest  glacier 
that,  below  Chamouny,  streamls  into 
the  valley,  which  lies  in  a  great  part 
of  its  extent  in  delicious  repose  be- 
neath the  observer. 

Within  2  minutes'  walk  of  the  Cross 
is  the  Chalet  of  Flegere,  which  affords 
shelter  in  unfavourable  weather,  and 
where  refreshment  may  be  had  ;  for 
sight-seeine  is  turned  to  ^ood  account 
in  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chamouny,  where  the  visitors  are 
numerous  enough  to  ensure  a  sale  of 
the  provision  made.  It  has  been 
enlarged,  and  even  contains  a  bed 
or  two.  The  height  of  the  Croix  de 
Flegere  is  about  3500  feet  above  the 
valley. 

If  the  traveller  be  pressed  for  time» 
and  can  only  visit  one  of  the  spots 
of  interest  around  Chamouny,  it 
should  be  the  Montanvert ;  if  two, 
this  and  the  Flegere;  the  third  should 
be  the 

e.  Breven. — This  excursion  requires 
5  hrs.  from  Chamouny  to  the  summit 
of  the  Breven ;  it  is  fatiguing  and 
difficult  for  ladies,  yet  many  go  uiere  ; 
for  if  they  can  bear  the  fatigue,  their 
guides  either  avoid  danger  or  protect 
Siem  when  exposed  to  it ;  and  the 
confidence  whicn  the  names  of  Balmat, 
Coutet,  Tairrez,  Davouassoux,  and 
others  inspire  is  so  great,  that  the  ad- 
venturous dame  who  begins  with  the 
Fleff^re  often  ends  with  the  Breven 
or  uie  Jardin. 

It  is  fatigidng,  however,  to  reach 
the  Breven  and  descend  in  one  day, 
about  12  hrs. ;  for  this  reason  many 
go  in  the  evening  to  the  chalets  of 
Planpra,  or  Pliampra,  the  path  to 
which  lies  behind  the  church  of  Cha- 
mouny, and  leads  directly  towards  the 
base  of  the  Breven. 

This  mountain  and  the  Aiguilles 
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Bouges  form  the  N.W.  boundary  of 
the  vfde  of  Chamounjr,  nearly  throuffh- 
out  its  extent.  It  is  strikmgly  dis- 
tinguished, however,  from  its  neigh- 
bour by  its  ridge  being  unbroken,  and 
even  rounded,  though  it  offers  on  the 
side  of  Chamouny  a  vast  line  of  pre- 
cipices, apparently  inaccessible. 

About  one-third  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Breven  may  be  accomplished  on  a 
mule  ;  another  third  will  attain  the 
chalets  of  Planpra,  where  there  is  a 
glorious  view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  the 
valley  of  Chamouny.  In  this  wild 
spot  the  meadows  and  pasturages  are 
DeautifuL 

Above  Planpra,  either  a  fatiguing 
path  may  be  taken,  which  is  cut  in 
the  rocks,  or  one  that  leads  directly 
up  the  pasturages,  which,  when  dry, 
are  very  slippery ;  it  is  a  choice  of 
labour  and  difficulty,  without  much 
difference;  many  patches  of  snow  are 
passed,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  ob- 
serve the  red  fungus  upon  it,  such  as 
Captain  Parry  noticed  in  the  high  la- 
titudes of  his  northern  voyages.  At 
the  end  of  an  hour  from  Planpra,  the 
path  reaches  the  base  of  a  steep  rock, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  climb  by  a 
sort  of  open  chimney,  about  50  ft 
hi?h.  To  clamber  up  this  perpendi- 
cular guUy  is  one  of  the  feats  of  which 
travellers  boast ;  those,  however,  who 
do  not  value  the  glory  it  confers,  or 
vnll  not  set  it  aranst  the  risk,  go  on 
half  a  mile,  andnnd  a  convenient  path 
by  which  this  precipitous  rock  can  be 
surmounted.  Above  it  the  path  lies 
up  a  gentle  slope,  neither  fatiguing 
nor  dangerous,  to  the  summit  of  the 
Breven;  this  has  an  elevation  of  about 
8500  English  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  or  5000  above  Chamouny,  yet 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  height 
of  Mont  Blanc  above  the  valley.  This 
elevation,  however,  offers  the  finest 
view  of  the  whole  mass  of  Mont  Blanc 
ef  all  the  numerous  sites  whence  it 
can  be  seen.  The  vale  of  Chamouny 
alone  separates  them,  and  this  proxi- 
mity  is  so  g^eat  that  every  peak  and 
glacier,  and  even  crevices  in  the  gla- 
ciers, can  be  distinguished  ;  every  pas- 
turage and  chalet  in  that  band  on  the 
mountain  side  which  lies  above  the 


pine-forests  and  below  the  eternal 
snows. 

When  adventurous  travellers  ascend 
Mont  Blanc,  numerous  visitors  crowd 
the  Breven  to  watch  their  progress,  for 
the  course  lies  like  a  map,  from  the 
village  to  the  summit,  and  with  a  good 
glass,  every  step  they  take  may  be 
observed.  From  the  Buet,  2000  ft. 
higher,  there  is  a  more  extended  ho- 
rizon, but  the  Breven  conceals  all  the 
lower  belts  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  as  the 
Buet  is  double  the  distance  from  the 
peak  of  the  **  Monarch,"  he  is  not  so 
distinct,  nor  offers  a  scene  half  so 
OTand  as  the  view  of  the  entire  range 
from  the  Col  de  Balme  to  the  Col  de 
Yosa,  for  the  cross  on  one  and  the  pa- 
vilion on  the  other  may  be  seen  from 
the  Breven. 

The  return  to  Chamouny  may  be 
varied  by  passing  on  the  W.  sicte  of 
the  Breven,  above  the  valley  of  IMo* 
za,  near  to  a  little  lake,  then  de- 
scending by  the  chalets  of  Calaveiran, 
towards  the  village  of  Chapeau,  a  path 
leads  down  to  les  Ouches,  in  the  valley 
of  Chamouny,  and  thence  up  the  val- 
ley to  the  priory. 

f.  Source  of  the  Arveron. — This  affla* 
ent  of  the  Arve  issues  from  below  the 
vault  of  ice  with  which  the  Glacier  du 
Bois  and  the  Mer  de  Glace  terminate. 
It  is  a  delightful  walk  of  an  hour  (3 
m.),  along  the  plain  of  the  valley, 
crossing  beautifiif  meadows  and  a  little 
forest.  The  char  road  to  the  Col  de 
Balme,  and  up  the  valley,  is  left  at  les 
PreSf  where  uiat  to  the  source  of  the 
Arveron  turns  off  to  the  rt,  and  passes 
the  hamlet  of  Bois.  Tou  may  drive 
nearly  up  to  the  source,  following  the 
char  road,  which  ascends  the  valley 
as  fEir  as  Les  Pr6s  on  the  way  to  the 
T^te  Noire.  The  vault  of  ice  varies 
greatly  in  different  seasons,  and  the 
author,  at  different  times,  has  re* 
marked  a  change  of  from  30  to  100  ft 
of  heieht  in  the  arch.  It  may  be  en- 
tered, but  this  is  dangerous,  and  some 
have  suffered  fbr  their  temerity.  The 
guides  generally  prohibit  entrance,  but 
many  walk  thus  far  without  their  aid, 
and  their  folly  has  no  restraint  The 
danger  is,  that  blocks  of  ice  may  de- 
tach themselves  from  the  vault.     In 
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1797  three  persons  were  crushed.  One, 
a  son  of  M.  Marita,  of  Geneva,  pe- 
rished; his  father  and  his  cousin 
escaped  with  brodcen  legs. 

The  scenery  around  the  source  is 
very  grand  ;  the  deep  blackness  of  the 
depth  of  vault,  the  bright  and  beauti- 
ful  azure  where  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted through  the  ice,  are  striking. 
The  enormous  rocks  brought  down  by 
the  glacier  from  the  mountains  above, 
here  tumble  over  and  are  deposited 
in  the  bed  of  the  Arve.  Here,  too, 
the  dark  forest,  and  the  broken  trunks 
of  pines,  add  to  the  wild  character  of 
the  scene. 

The  advance  and  recession  of  the 
glaciers  seem  to  depend  upon  the 
seasons.  If  it  be  hot,  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  ice  is  melted,  and  the  glacier 
advances,  and  a  wet  season,  by  de- 
positing a  greater  quantity  of  snow, 
increases  its  weight  and  force.  Some- 
times the  difference  is  many  hundreds 
of  feet.  It  is  not  more  than  30  years 
since  it  reached  the  forests  of  pines, 
now  passed  through  in  approaching 
to  it. 

A  path,  steep  and  difficult,  brings 
the  visitor  from  the  Montanvert,  down 
through  the  forest  to  the  source  of  the 
Arveron,  of  which  many  who  are  ac- 
tive and  strong  avail  themselves,  and 
thus  return  to  Chamouny. 

g.  The  Chapeau  is  easier  of  access 
than  the  Montanvert<.  It  is  one  of  the 
points  of  view  over  the  Mer  de  Glaoe, 
on  the  side  furthest  from  Chamouny; 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz  and 
le  Bleti^re  are  seen  inmiediately  under 
Mont  Blanc,  with  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny, the  Breven,  and  other  vast 
and  interesting  objects;  but  its  chief 
interest  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  where  the  glacier 
begins  to  break  into  pyramids  and 
obeliaques  of  ice;  and  here  avalanches 
are  frequently  seen,  where  these  top- 
pling masses  fall  over  with  frightful 
effect.  Captain  Sherwill  thus  de- 
scribes the  Chapeau :  —  **  I  should 
adrise  travellers  who  have  not  seen 
the  source  of  the  Arveron  to  visit  this 
and  the  Chapeau  on  the  same  day, 
which  may  be  done  either  in  going 
to  or  returning  from  the  latter:  this 


plan  is  &r  more  preferable,  and  much 
less  fatiguing,  than  to  descend  to  the 
source  by  the  path  of  La  Filia,  usu- 
ally recommended  by  guides  on  quit- 
ting the  Montanvert,  and  which  is 
very  inconvenient  to  ladies,  the  moun- 
tain being  extremely  rug^d,  and  the 
descent  so  rapid  that  miues  never  go 
that  way.  A  visit  to  the  Chapeau 
may  be  accomplished  either  on  foot  or 
with  the  mules :  if  you  go  direct  to  it, 
you  must  continue  along  the  vaUey 
as  far  as  the  village  of  Les  Tines; 
and,  after  having  passed  this  pictu- 
resque spot,  ascend  a  narrow  road  on 
the  right  hand  that  leads  to  the  scat- 
tered hamlet  of  Lavanch^,  continue 
through  this  latter  by  a  good  mule- 
path  beside  the  glacier,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to  the 
Chapeau.  Here  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  your  mules  in  care  of  a  boy, 
while  the  guide  conducts  you  to  a 
cavern,  above  which  is  tne  grass 
mound  properly  called  the  Chapeau : 
strangers  in  general  are  satisfied  with 
a  visit  to  the  cave,  from  whence  the 
view  is  perfectly  unique,  and  very 
astonishing. 

"  On  your  return  from  the  Chapeau, 
you  descend  by  the  same  path  as  fkr 
as  Les  Tines,  from  whence  there  is  a 
road  on  the  left  that  leads  to  the  ham- 
let of  Les  Bois,  situated  at  the  source 
of  the  Arveron.  This  excursion  may 
be  accomplished  in  about  5  hrs.,  and 
wiU  prove  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
and  least  fatiguing  of  those  that  sur- 
round Chamouny. 

"  Pedestrians  who  feel  themselves 
capable  of  undertaking  difficult  passes 
may,  on  quitting  the  Chapeau,  con- 
tinue to  ascend  by  the  side  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  and  arrive  opposite  to 
the  hut  on  the  Montanvert;  but  to 
accomplish  this  there  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous rock  to  pass,  known  by  the 
guides  by  the  name  of  *  Le  Mamoais 
Fas,*  I  took  with  me  two  guides, 
Joseph  Coutet  and  the  Giant,  as  he  is 
callea;  and  having  arrived  opposite 
the  Montanvert,  we  traversed  the  Mer 
de  Glace.  This  is  dangerous;  but  the 
traveller  will  have  a  far  better  idea  of 
the  grandeur  of  this  frozen  ocean  than 
by  merely  visiting  a  few  of  its  waves 
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from  the  usual  point  near  *  La  Pierre 
des  Anglais/  so  termed  at  the  ascent 
of  Dr.  Pocock  and  Mr.  Wyndham  in 
1741. 

"  In  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
weather  permits,  a  large  quantity  of 
heifers  are  driven  from  Chamouny, 
each  attended  by  its  owner,  to  the 
hut  on  Montanvert,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  conducted  across  the  Mer  4e 
Glace,  to  pass  their  summer  of  3 
months  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  are  near  the  Aiguille  de 
Dru.  Before  they  are  launched  upon 
the  sea  of  ice,  a  number  of  peasants 
precede  them  with  hatchets  and  other 
tools,  in  order  to  level  such  places  as 
may  thus  be  rendered  less  dangerous, 
although  accidents  ^nerally  attend 
this  transit.  At  certain  intervals  men 
are  stationed  to  point  out  the  line  of 
march;  the  operation,  which  requires 
several  hours,  and  is  truly  picturesque 
to  witness,  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  stranger,  if  he  should  be  at  Cha- 
mouny at  the  time:  it  is  a  kind  of 
fHe  or  holiday,  for  men,  women,  and 
children  attend  the  procession,  passing 
the  whole  day  on  the  mountain  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  this  extraordinary 
and  Herculean  task.  One  man  re- 
mains on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mer 
de  Glace,  as  guardian  to  the  herd,  that 
wander  about  in  search  of  the  rich 
but  scanty  pastures  of  those  unte- 
nanted mountains.  He  carries  with 
him  sufficient  bread  and  cheese  to  last 
one  month,  which  is  renewed  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period,  being  car- 
ried to  him  b^  some  one  interested 
in  his  well-domg,  and  is  the  contri- 
bution of  aU  those  whose  heifers  are 
under  his  care.  He  is  allowed  one 
cow,  which  furnishes  him  with  milk : 
knitting  is  his  chief  employ,  and  thus 
he  passes  his  time  of  expatriation  in 
making  stockings  and  contemplating 
the  wonders  of  nature  that  surround 
him  during  3  months  of  the  year." 

h.  Excursion  to  the  Col  de  JBalme  and 
Tete  Noire  and  back  without  going  to 
Martigny,  in  about  9J  hrs.,  combin- 
ing the  chief  beauties  of  both  passes. 
"  From  the  inn  on  the  summit  of  the 
Col  de  Balme  (pp.  339,  342)  you  turn 
L  across  meadows  marked  with  sheep 


and  cattle  tracks,  and  bearing  sway 
gradually  to  the  rt.  pass  a  small  lake, 
whence  a  rather  steep  descent  brings 
you  in  about  an  hour  immediately 
above  the  valley  of  the  T^te  Noire, 
whence  there  is  a  magnificent  viewr  of 
it  and  of  the  Eau  Noire  for  a  long 
distance.  The  path  now  turns  rt., 
and  for  J  an  hour  skirts  the  edge  of 
the  precipice  until  it  arrives  imme- 
diately above  the  H.  de  la  Couronne, 
to  which  it  descends  in  zigzags.  This 
may  be  done  on  muleback.  A  guide 
is  necessary  to  find  the  path." — C.  J.  F. 
See  Btes.  116  and  117. 

27ie  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  is  attempted 
by  few;  though  the  records  to  be  found 
at  Chamouny  show  that  every  year 
adds  to  the  number  of  successful  at- 
tempts, and  that  of  Albert  Smith,  in 
1851,  has  effectually  popularized  the 
enterprise.  When  Saussure  ascended 
to  make  experiments  at  that  height, 
the  motive  was  a  worthy  one;  but 
those  who  are  impelled  by  curiosity 
alone  are  hardly  justified  in  risking 
the  lives  of  the  guides.  The  pay 
tempts  these  poor  fellows  to  encounter 
the  danger,  but  their  safety,  devoted 
as  they  are  to  their  employers,  is 
risked  for  a  poor  consideration.  It 
is  no  excuse  that  the  employer  thinks 
his  own  life  worthless:  here  he  ought 
to  think  of  the  safety  of  others.  It  is 
a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  those  who  have 
made  this  ascent  have  been  persons  of 
unsound  mind.  One  Englishman  went 
to  the  summit,  only  to  say  that  he 
had  been  there.  For  long  before  the 
arrival  the  miides  were  certain  that 
all  view  would  be  shut  out  by  clouds; 
yet  he  went,  and  now  boasts  that 
he  did  it  in  half  an  hour  less  than 
it  has  been  done  by  any  other  scram- 
bler. 

In  1838  a  French  lady  reached  the 
summit:  a  Mademoiselle  Dangeville, 
who  reached  the  top  in  1840,  chose  to 
keep  her  guides  distinct  from  those 
of  another  party  that  ascended  on  the 
same  day,  disdaining  to  be  indebted 
to  the  aid  which  the  gallantry  of  the 
other  party  might  have  offereA  When 
on  the  summit,  she  ordered  her  guides 
to  lift  her  as  high  as  they  could,  that 
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she  might  boast  of  having  been  higher 
than  any  other  person  in  Europe ! ! 

When  Messrs.  Fellowes  and  Hawes 
went  up  in  1827  they  took  a  course  to 
the  left  of  the  Koches  Kouges,  and 
this  has  greatly  lessened  the  danger 
of  the  ascent  by  avoiding  the  most 
dangerous  part  of  it.  AU  who  have 
succeeded  have  advised  no  one  to 
attempt  it;  they  admit,  however, when 
again  in  safety,  that  the  fatigue  and 
danger  were  infinitely  exceeded  by 
the  gratification. 

The  excitement  of  sleeping  out  in 
the  mountain  is  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  adventure.  This  may,  however, 
be  enjoyed  by  going  to  the  Grands 
Mulets,  an  excursion  in  which  there 
is  little  danger,  and  sleeping  there; 
choosing  a  moonlight  night  and  fine 
weather  to  enjoy  the  extensive  view, 
the  bright  sky,  and  the  thunders  of 
falling  avalanches.  Sleeping,  it  ap- 
pears from  those  who  have  spent  a 
night  there,  is  not  so  easy,  owing  to 
the  noise  of  the  avalanches  and  the 
bites  of  the  fleas! 

Another  excursion  may  be  made  by 
crossing  into  Piedmont,  over  the  Col 
du  Geant,  11,146  ft.  above  the  sea. — 
Forbes,  This  adventure  requires  3  or 
4  guides.  It  was  performed  in  the 
year  1822  by  2  English  ladies,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Campbell,  who,  with  8  guides, 
started  at  mid-day,  August  18,  slept 
out  one  night  on  the  mountain,  and 
descended  the  next  day  to  Cormayeur. 
Saussure  remained  out  many  succes- 
sive nights  and  days  engaged  in  ex- 
periments on  the  Col  du  Geant;  and 
during  the  prohibition  of  English 
goods  by  Buonaparte,  this  was  a 
common  path  for  smugglers,  who 
crossed  it  from  Switzerland  to  Italy 
laden  with  British  muslins. 

The  Tour  of  Mont  Blanc  is  best  made 
by  proceeding  from  Chamouni  over 
the  Col  de  Bon-homme  (Rte.  118)  to 
Cormayeur  in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  where 
the  aspect  of  the  Mont  Blanc  is 
grander  than  from  the  N.  (Rte.  286), 
and  by  the  Col  de  Ferret  (Rte.  110), 
or  Great  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  108)  to 
Martigny,  and  returning  by  the  Tete 
Noire. 

A  Chamouny  guide  coming  to  Mar- 
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tigny  is  not  allowed  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, but  a  local  guide  must  be  taken 
thence.  It  is  therefore  best  to  end 
this  tour  at  Martigny,  whence  one 
day's  pay  only  need  be  given  to  a 
guide  returning  to  Chamouny. 


ROUTE  115a. 

THE   VALLEY  OF   SIXT. 

This  valley  deserves  much  more 
attention  than  it  has  yet  received.  It 
is  much  recommended  to  all  lovers 
of  the  picturesque,  as  one  of  the  finest 
in  Savoy.  It  is  wonderful  that  it  is 
not  more  visited  by  travellers  to  and 
from  Chamouny.  The  following  ac- 
count of  a  visit  to  it  was  given  by  the 
late  Capt.  Markham  Sherwill,  whose 
ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  in  1825,  and 
frequent  visits  to  Chamouny,  and 
residence  there,  made  him  perhaps 
better  acquainted  with  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mont  Blanc  than  any  other 
Englishman : — 

"  You  must  start  early  in  the  morn- 
ing from  Chamouny,  walk  or  ride, 
if  an  opportunity  offers,  to  Servoz; 
breakfast  here,  and  lay  in  a  moderate 
supply  of  cold  meat  and  bread,  with 
wine,  or  brandy  and  water:  the  latter 
is  preferable.  Take  the  footpath  that 
leads  to  the  Col  d*Anterne.  Be  sure 
you  engage  a  guide  at  Chamouny 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  pass,  or 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  to  take 
one  from  Servoz,  After  having  as- 
scended  as  far  as  the  last  chalets,  you 
bear  to  your  left,  instead  of  continu- 
ing to  tne  summit  of  the  Col  d'An- 
terne,  and  direct  your  course  amidst 
the  terrific  debris  of  the  ecroulement 
of  the  Montagnes  des  Fys.  The  path 
is  rugged,  but  when  the  pedestrian 
has  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
which  he  must  attain  through  a 
forked-like  opening,  he  will  contem- 
plate with  great  satisfaction  the  mag- 
nificent view  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  a 
thousand  other  stupendous  objects. 
Having  rested  here  an  hour  to  enjoy 
a  scanty  meal,  the  descent  on  the 
northern  side  is  gradual,  and  you  ar- 
rive in  about  an  hour  at  some  chalets 
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which  bear  the  name  of  Les  Chalets 
des  Sales,  properly  so  termed,  for 
they  are  a  cluster  of  huts,  containing 
the  most  dirty,  filthy,  and  savage  Tin 
appearance)  set  of  women  that  can  oe 
imagined.  Here  you  will  find  milk 
and  cheese,  with  tolerably  good  water, 
of  which  there  is  none  on  the  Mon- 
tagues des  Fys,  Near  these  huts  are 
fossil  shells.  On  Quitting  this  spot, 
where  women,  children,  and  swine 
pig  together,  you  continue  to  descend 
rapidly,  during  nearly  4  hrs.,  through 
a  narrow  gorge,  whose  beauties  and 
luxuriant  appearance  are  very  striking 
after  the  barren  and  bleak  pass  of  the 
mountain :  cascades,  rushing  streams, 
and  forests  of  dark  and  imposing 
feature,  are  amongst  the  varied  objects 
worthy  of  attention.  At  Sixt  the  old 
Convent  has  been  fitted  up  as  an  Inn 
and  Boarding-house,  with  accommoda- 
tion for  30  persons.  It  is  kept  by 
"William  Bayer,  and  is  good  quarters 
for  those  who  desire  -shooting.  Cha- 
mois, grouse,  and  partridge  are  to  be 
had.  Delicious  trout  are  to  be  ob- 
tained in  great  abundance,  the  water 
of  this  valley  not  being  too  cold,  as  at 
Chamouny,  to  prevent  a  good  supply. 
Pellet's  Inn  at  Sampens  (Croix  aOr), 
below  Sixt,  is  cleaner  uian  most  in 
Savoy. 

"  The  second  day  you  ascend  the 
valley  towards  the  mountain  called 
the  Tete  Noire,  or  Fer  a  Cheval, 
which  terminates  the  valley.  This 
semicircular  and  perpendicular  horse- 
shoe mountain  is  ornamented  with 
seven  cascades,  produced  by  the  melt- 
ing of  the  snows  on  its  summit,  over 
which  there  is  a  dangerous  path, 
known  but  to  few,  that  leads  to  the 
Pic  du  Midi,  and  on  to  St.  Maurice 
in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  During 
this  walk  in  the  valley  of  Sixt  there 
are  various  objects  of  great  interest. 
On  your  right  the  Buet  raises  his 
snowy  head  to  the  clouds  j  from  hence 
the  ascent  of  this  interesting  moun- 
tain is  more  easily  made  than  from 
Valorsine,  being  an  excursion  of  about 
4  hrs.  to  the  summit.  (^See  M.  de  Luc*s 
account.)  After  having  passed  the 
old  monastery  of  Sixt,  coeval  with 
the  former  priory  of  Chamouny,  the 


very  fine  fall  of  La  GouiUe  presents 
itself  on  your  left,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  rich  in  Alpine  acces- 
sories. The  mines  at  the  end  of  the 
valley  are  difficult  of  access :  most  of 
the  miners  live  at  Sixt.  There  are 
exterior  communications  from  shaft 
to  shaft  along  the  pernendicular  face 
of  the  mountain,  ixignly  dangerous 
for  those  who  are  unaccustomed  to 
narrow  paths  and  precipices.  It 
would  require  much  tune  to  enume- 
rate all  the  objects  of  curiosity  to  be 
seen  at  short  distances  from  Sixt, 
where  I  stayed  4  days.  Before  quit- 
ting this  spot,  I  will  add  that  it  is 
possible  for  ladies  to  arrive  at  Sixt 
on  mules ;  but  in  that  case,  on  quitting 
Servoz,  you  must  continue  the  path 
that  leads  to  the  summit  of  the  Col 
d*Anteme  ;  and  when  there,  take  the 
left-hand  mule  road,  which  will  lead 
you  towards  Sixt ;  but  be  sure  your 
guide  is  acquainted  with  the  mountain 
a  Anterne,  for  should  he  take  the 
right-hand  path,  you  will  have  a  good 
chance  of  sleeping  at  the  foot  of  the 
glaciers  of  the  Buet,  This  is  a  fa- 
tiguing day  for  ladies, 

♦*  The  third  day  you  descend  to- 
wards the  beautifully  situated  village 
of  Samoens  (Croix  d  Or,  a  good  inn) ; 
then  passing  through  Tanninges,  you 
arrive  at  St.  Jeoire  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mole,  a  mountain  so  well  seen  from 
the  ramparts  of  Geneva,  an  excursion 
to  the  summit  of  which  will  amply  re- 
pay, and  is  b^  no  means  difficult.  The 
panoramic  view  from  its  point  is  one 
of  infinitely  varied  beauty.  From 
St.  Jeoire,  whose  noble  cnateau  has 
been  the  cradle  of  so  many  eminent 
cardinals,  generals,  and  statesmen, 
you  proceed  to  Naney  and  Geneva. 
This  third  day  may  be  accomplished 
without  sleeping  at  St.  Jeoire,  where 
there  is  a  good  inn,  provided  you  can 
meet  with  a  char,  which  is  not  likely, 
either  here  or  at  Nangy.  The  safer 
way  is  to  sleep  at  St.  Jeoire,  and 
reserve  the  fourth  day  for  an  easy 
journey  to  Geneva. 

"  A  char-a-hano  may  go  all  the 
way  from  Geneva  to  Sixt:  the  road 
throughout  is  good. 

'*  If  you  ascend  the  Mole  from  St. 
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Jeoire  on  the  fourth  day,  you  may 
descend  to  Bonneville,  hire  a  carriage, 
and  return  very  conveniently  to  Ge- 
neva."—S. 

The  Pass  of  the  Col  de  Coux,  from 
Samoens  to  Monthey  in  the  Vallais, 
is  said  to  he  fine. 

The  mines  mentioned  by  Captain 
Sherwill  are  now  worked  by  English- 
men, who  have  established  themselves 
there. 

ROUTE  116. 

CHAMOUNY  TO  MARTIONY,  BY  THE 
TETE  NOIRE,  TRIENT,  AND  THE  COL 
DE  FORCLAZ. 

About  7  hours'  walk:  no  guide 
needed.  Char-road  for  the  first  6  m. 
above  Chamouny,  (See  p.  330,  about 
return  Guides.) 

There  are  two  roads  which  lead 
from  Chamouny  to  Martigny;  one  by 
the  Tete  Noire,  the  other  by  the  Col 
de  Balme.  Travellers  are  often  per- 
plexed which  to  choose  of  these  t^vo 
passes.  The  general  scenery  of  the 
Tete  Noire  is  superior;  but  the  Col 
de  Balme  has  one  mew  which  far  sur- 
passes any  in  the  Tete  Noire. 

"  Those  who  can  spare  2^  additional 
hours  for  the  journey  should  proceed 
from  Chamouny  to  the  top  of  the  Col  de 
Balme  and  enjoy  the  view  (Rte.  117,  p. 
342,  then  descending  L,  strike  off  into 
the  Val  Orsine  across  the  pastures 
and  through  the  forest,  dropping  down 
upon  the  village  of  Val  Orsine.  Al- 
though no  path  is  marked  for  the 
first  part  of  the  way,  this  detour  may 
be  made  on  horseback,  and  is  well 
worth  the  trouble,  combining  as  it 
does  the  beauties  of  the  two  passes  of 
the  Tete  Noire  and  Col  de  Balme. 
Another  course,  more  direct,  but  not 
well  marked,  leads  from  the  Inn  on  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  Inn  of  the  T6te 
Noire,  across  meadows,  by  the  side  of 
a  small  lake,  and  finally  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  above  the  Eau 
Noire,  whence  it  aescends  in  zigzags.'* 
—Ed.     (See  p.  336.) 

The  direct  road  to  the  Val  Orsine 
and  Tete  Noire  lies  up  the  vale  of 
Chamouny,  by   Les  Prea^  where  the 
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path  to  the  Arveron  diverges.  The 
main  route  of  the  valley  continues  to 
the  chapel  and  handet  of  Tines :  here 
the  valley  narrows,  and  the  road 
ascends  steeply  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arve,  opposite  to  the  bases  of  the 
Aiffuilles  Bouges,  to  some  pasturages, 
ana  the  handet  of  Les  Isles  ;  beyond, 
the  Arve  is  crossed,  and  the  village  of 
Argentidre  is  left  on  the  right  hand; 
this  is  the  third  and  highest  parish  in 
the  valley,  and  is  two  leagues  from 
the  priory;  here  the  magnificent  gla- 
cier of  Argenti^re  is  seen  streaming 
down  from  between  the  Aiguilles 
d'Argentidre  and  de  la  Tour. 

Soon  after  passing  Argenti^re,  the 
road  turns  to  the  north,  leaving  the 
path  to  the  hamlet  of  La  Tour  and 
the  Col  de  Balme  on  the  right.     The 

Eath  rises  rapidly  to  the  miserable 
amlet  of  Trelechant,  passing  what  is 
called  the  Montets  by  a  sterue  gorge, 
and  at  a  short  league  from  Argenti^re 
the  summit  of  this  pass  is  attained; 
the  streams  on  either  side  take  dif- 
ferent courses,  that  through  Cha- 
mouny to  the  Arve,  and  that  towards 
Martigny  to  the  Khone. 

A  little  beyond  the  crest  a  savaee 
and  sterile  valley  opens  to  the  left, 
through  which  the  Eau  Noire,  the 
torrent  of  the  Val  Orsine,  descends; 
and  on  looking  up  this  valley,  the 
snows  of  the  lofty  Buet  lying  behind 
the  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  seen.  After 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Couteraie,  the 
road  descends  rapidly  to  Val  Orsine, 
the  chief  village  of  the  valley.  Its 
church  having  been  more  than  once 
swept  away,  a  strong  rampart  of  ma- 
sonry and  earth  has  been  raised  to 
defend  it  from  similar  catastrophes. 

Below  Val  Orsine  the  valley  nar- 
rows to  a  gorge,  abounding  in  season 
with  wUd  fruits :  through  it,  the  tor- 
rent forces  its  way  into  the  more  open 
valley  below,  acquiring  in  its  course 
fresh  force,  from  the  contributions 
of  numerous  waterfalls  and  streams 
which  descend  from  the  glaciers 
above. 

In  this  gorge,  a  sort    of   barrier 

marks  the  frontier  of  Savoy  —  it  is 

utterly  useless  as  a  defence :  soon  after 

the  torrent  is  crossed,  near  to  where  a 
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mill  and  some  pleasant  meadows  con- 
trast with  the  generally  savage  cha- 
racter of  the  deej)  vaUey. 

Considerahle  improvements  have 
taken  place  in  this  route,  on  the  side 
of  Switzerland.  Formerly  a  fearful 
path  led  from  the  depths  of  the  val- 
Jey  by  a  zigzag  course,  over  loose 
and  dangerous  slopes  to  gain  the 
Tete  Noire,  up  what  was  well  known 
by  the  characteristic  name  of  the 
Malpas ;  now,  instead  of  descending 
into  the  valley,  to  rise  again,  the 
road  is  carried  over  the  mountain 
side,  and  at  one  place  a  short  tunnel 
is  pierced  through  a  rock,  in  a  situ- 
ation of  singular  grandeur,  where  it 
overhangs  precipitously  the  dark  val- 
ley beneath. 

This  improvement,  which  removes 
all  danger  from  the  pass,  has  not  been 
extended  to  the  side  of  Savoy:  the 
government  of  Sardinia  seconds  no 
etforts  for  improvement  thus  spiritedly 
begun  by  its  neighbours.  On  the 
contrary,  the  steep  and  rocky  path, 
left  like  steps,  is  only  practicable  for 
mules — and  for  these  in  many  places 
difficult;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  a  good 
char  road  will  lead  into  the  valley  of 
Chamouny  from  Martigny.  The  latest 
improvement  is  an  extension  of  the 
road,  on  the  part  of  the  Vallais  as  far 
as  to  the  frontier  of  Savoy,  by  cut- 
tings, and  the  construction  of  terraces, 
on  the  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Eau 
Noire,  by  which  the  violent  imdula- 
tions  of  the  old  road  are  avoided.  In  a 
wild  part  of  the  ravine  the  new  road 
passes  under,  and  quite  out  of  sight  of 
an  overhanging  rock,  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  Roche  de  Balme :  an  in- 
scription contains  some  compliments 
to  Lady  Guildford,  which,  having 
been  nearly  obliterated,  has  been 
restored^  with  mistakes  "  too  numerous 
to  mention,"  but  very  amusing.  The 
Guildford  stone  lies  off  the  new  road, 
to  the  right, 

A  little  beyond  the  tunnel  there  is 
an  /nn,  H.  de  la  Couronne  (rebuilt 
1851),  the  usual  halting-place  between 
Chamouny  and  Martigny,  where 
shelter  in  foul  weather  may  be  had, 
and  good  refreshments  and  wine  may 


be  procured.  There  is  a  zigzag  path 
out  of  the  Gorge  directly  from  the 
inn,  by  which  the  summit  of  the 
Col  di  Balme  may  be  reached. 

Near  this  spot  the  road  turns  ab- 
ruptly into  the  dark  forest  of  Trient, 
passing  round  the  brow  of  a  moun- 
tain covered  with  dark  forests  :  this 
brow  is  called  the  Tete  Noire,  beyond 
which  the  road  through  the  forest 
continues  for  half  an  hour.  In  the 
depths  below  the  forest,  the  torrent 
of  the  Trient  is  heard  forcing  its 
way  into  the  Eau  Noire,  which  it 
joins  before  their  streams  fall  into  the 
Ehone. 

On  leaving  the  forest,  the  valley  of 
Trient  opens,  and  in  about  6  hours 
after  his  departure  from  Chamouny, 
the  traveller  reaches  the  little  auberge 
in  the  handet,  where  he  may  rest  and 
refresh.  Here  a  new  room  has  been 
built  as  a  salle  a  manger,  but  the  dor- 
mitory is  wretched:  it  must,  however, 
be  worse  before  weariness  refuses 
even  such  accommodation. 

The  little  valley  of  Trient  is  deeply 
seated  amidst  pine  forests,  the  debris 
of  the  surrounding  mountains,  and 
the  fearful  precipices  from  which 
these  have  been  detached.  In  the 
plain  of  the  valley  some  barley  is 
grown,  and  the  meadows  are  luxu- 
riant. 

["The  route  from  T^te  Noire  to 
Martigny  may  be  varied  by  following 
the  stream  of  the  Eau  Noire  down- 
wards into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
through  a  very  beautiful  gorge,  in- 
stead of  pursuing  the  usual  path  over 
the  Forclaz.  On  leaving  the  chalet 
at  Tete  Noire,  we  took  a  path  to  .the 
left,  leading  down  to  the  stream,  and 
thence  up  to  some  chalets  on  the  op- 
posite side.  We  then  kept  to  the  right 
hank  of  the  stream  all  the  tcai/,  and  gene- 
rally considerably  above  it.  The  path 
is  fit  only  for  pedestrians,  and  in  some 
places  difficult  to  find :  but  it  passes 
by  numerous  chlllets.  It  seemed  to 
be  wholly  unknown  to  the  guides,  as 
well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mar- 
tigny !  It  is  more  beautiful  than  that 
over  the  Forclaz  (especially  if  the 
weather  be  not  sufficiently  clear  for 
the  latter),  and  occupies  about  the 
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same  time,  for  we  arrived  at  Martigny 
5  minntes  after  the  guides  who  had 
conducted  the  rest  of  the  party  over 
the  Forclaz."— G.  E.  M.  1844. 

"  The  path  down  the  Val  de  Trient 
to  Vemayaz  turns  to  the  left  shortly 
after  quitting  the  Sardinian  frontier, 
and  after  passing  a  few  houses,  as- 
cends by  a  steep  zigzag  to  a  consider- 
able height  on  the  L  side  of  the  Val  de 
Trient,  overlooking  the  upper  part  of 
the  valley,  which  there  makes  a  bend 
to  the  S.,  and  in  which  Trient  itself  is 
placed.  This  upper  part  of  the  valley, 
from  the  height  to  which  the  path 
ascends,  looks  like  a  narrow  black 
trench,  and  the  distant  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  filling  up  the  depression  in  the 
side  of  the  vaUey  of  Chamouny, 
through  which  the  road  of  the  Tete 
Noire  passes,  is  also  very  fine.  The 
path  continues  for  a  long  time  at 
nearly  the  same  elevation,  affording 
fine  views  of  the  valley  of  Trient,  and 
skirting  at  times  fearnil  precipices,  at 
others  running  through  smiling  pas- 
turages, and  passes  the  villages  of 
Finhaut,  Tretien,  and  Salvent;  beyond 
which  it  leaves  the  inaccessible  gorge 
through  which  the  Trient  pours  into 
the  viUley  of  the  Rhone  a  little  to  the 
r.,  and  descends  by  a  pretty  little  well- 
wooded  vaUey  upon  the  village  of 
Vemayaz,  a  little  above  the  Pisse- 
vache. 

"  The  scenery  is  very  fine  through- 
out, and  the  path  well  made;  and  I 
found  it  easily  without  a  guide,  al- 
though, from  the  oft-expressed  sur- 
prise of  the  peasantry  in  Sept.  1 843, 
It  was  evident  how  seldom  it  was  tra- 
versed by  a  stranger.  Between  Tre- 
tien and  Salvent  a  romantic  little 
bridge  is  passed,  which  I  thought  at 
least  equaUed  in  beauty  of  situation 
the  Pantenbrilcke  in  the  Lintthal. 
The  auberge  at  Finhaut  is  a  miser- 
able place,  and  afforded  nothing  but 
wine  and  pain  de  seigle ;  but  the  vil- 
lage itself  is  charmingly  situated." — 
J.  H.] 

A  little  way  beyond  the  hamlet  of 
Trient,  the  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  glacier  of  the  Trient  is 
crossed,  and  a  steep  path  leads  up 
through  the  forest  which  clothes  the 


mountain  side  of  the  Forclaz :  little 
more  than  ^  an  hour  is  required  for 
this  ascent.  On  the  way  another 
port  or  barrier  is  passed  :  it  is  left 
in  a  wall  which  closes  the  passage 
between  the  mountain  and  tne  pre- 
cipice. Near  it  are  the  ruins  of  a 
redoubt  :  this  is  another  specimen  of 
playing  at  soldiers  among  the  Val- 
laisans.  On  the  rt.  a  path  is  passed, 
which,  in  crossing  the  valley  from  the 
Forclaz  to  the  Col  de  Bamie,  avoids 
the  hamlet  of  Trient.  The  traveller 
who  is  en  route  from  the  Forclaz  to 
the  Great  St.  Bernard,  and  does  not 
wish  to  pass  by  St.  Branchier,  may, 
if  a  pedestrian,  go  from  the  Forclaz 
direct  to  Orsidres  by  the  pretty  Lac 
(ie  Champ^. 

From  the  Col  de  Forclaz  the  de- 
scent is  by  fine  pasturages,  and  2  hrs. 
are  required  to  reach  Martigny  :  the 
view  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  seen  in 
the  descent  upon  Martigny  is  cele- 
brated, in  the  Alps.  The  path  is 
much  sheltered  by  pines  and  beeches, 
and  lower  in  the  valley  by  the  pear 
and  apple-trees  :  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  these  are  numerous  cottages, 
and  many  are  passed  before  the  path 
falls  into  the  route  that  leads  from 
Martigny  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard, 
and  the  valley  of  the  Drance  (Rte. 
106). 

Martigny  (Rte.  59).  Travellers  pro- 
ceeding hence  to  Chamouny  are  often 
required  to  show  their  passports  at 
the  frontier,  and  it  is  well  to  have  a 
Sardinian  vise  to  their  passports. 

ROUTE  117. 

MARTIGNir    TO    CHAMOUNY    BY  THE    COL 
DE  BALME. 

About  24  m.,  8  hours'  walk,  10 
hours  with  a  mule. 

This  road,  inferior  in  attractions  to 
the  Tete  Noire,  on  the  whole,  may  be 
recommended  to  travellers  who  ap- 
proach Chamouny  from  the  Vallais, 
for  the  sake  of  the  magnificent  per- 
spective view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  his 
Aiguilles  from  the  summit  of  the  Col 
de  Balme  ;  but  see  p.  339.  It  should 
be  taken  only  in  very  clear  weather. 
On  leaving  Martigny,  the    route 
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over  the  Forclaz  (Rte.  116),  renowned 
for  its  view  over  the  Rhone-valley,  is 
repassed  ;  but,  in  descending  to  the 
valley  of  Trient,  a  path  to  the  1.  leads 
towards  the  glacier  of  Trient  and  the 
dark  forest,  up  through  which  lies 
the  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Balme. 

Deep  in  the  valley  on  the  rt.,  the 
hamlet  of  Trient  lies  in  repose  amidst 
its  beautiful  meadows  ;  and  before 
and  above  the  traveller,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  valley,  are  the  preci- 
pices of  the  Aiguille,  from  which  poor 
£scher  de  Berg  fell  in  1791,  when,  in 
defiance  of  the  advice  of  his  guide,  he 
tried  some  fool-hardy  feat,  and  paid 
his  life  for  the  attempt. 

The  path  through  the  forest  of  the 
Forclaz  at  length  emerges  higher  up 
the  valley  of  Trient  than  where  it  was 
crossed  from  the  Tete  Noire ;  and  the 
traveller  has  to  pass  over  the  detritus 
of  winter  torrents,  which  must  be 
crossed  before  the  forest  that  leads  up 
to  the  Col  de  Balme  is  entered.  The 
path  through  it  is  excessively  steep 
and  fatiguing,  often  intercepted  by 
the  entangled  roots  of  the  pines,  which 
form  steps  2  or  3  ft.  in  height,  and  it 
is  a  subject  of  wonder  how  mules  get 
up  or  down  such  places.  At  length, 
after  climbing  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  up  the  mountain  side,  and  through 
the  forest,  the  traveller  emerges  upon 
the  pasturages  and  chalets  of  Her- 
bageres.  Above  these,  the  ascent  is 
.  gradual  to  the  summit,  where  one  of 
me  finest  scenes  in  the  world  bursts 
upon  the  traveller.  Mont  Blanc,  from 
his  summit  to  his  base  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouny,  lies  like  a  model  before 
him,  surrounded  by  the  Aiguilles  of 
La  Tour,  L*Argenti^re,  Verte,  de 
Dm,  Charmoz,  Midi,  &c.  &c.  ;  and 
each  divided  from  its  neighbour  by 
enormous  glaciers  which  stream  into 
the  valley.  How  glorious  is  the  "  Mo- 
narch," thus  seen,  attended  by  all  his 
peaks  like  guards  !  Below,  the  eye 
sweeps  its  course  entirely  through 
the  vale  of  Chamouny,  to  the  Col  de 
Vosa,  at  its  other  extremity.  On  the 
rt,  the  Aiguilles  Bouges  are  the 
nearest  :  beyond  these,  bounding  the 
valley,  lies  the  Breven,  and  behind  it 
is  seen  the  Mortine,  which  supports 


the  snowy  summit  of  the  Buet.  It  is 
a  magnificent  scene  to  dwell  upon, 
and  those  who  do  not  arrive  at  (3ha- 
mouny  by  the  Col  de  Balme  ought  to 
make  an  excursion  from  the  Prieure, 
expressly  to  enjoy  this  most  glorious 
view. 

There  is  a  house  of  refuge  on  the 
Col  de  Balme,  where  shelter  and  re- 
freshment, with  excellent  vinne,  may 
be  had,  and  5  or  6  tolerable  beds  are 
ready  to  receive  travellers  overtaken 
by  a  storm. 

On  the  descent  the  source  of  the 
Arve  is  passed,  at  least  the  highest  of 
its  springs  ;  the  path  lies  down  over 
fine  pasturages,  and  by  the  chtHets 
of  Charamiuan  to  the  hamlet  of 
La  Tour,  where  cultivation,  though 
scanty,  is  reached,  and  barley,  oats, 
and  flax  are  raised.  On  the  banks 
of  the  torrent  may  be  observed  heaps 
of  blackish  slaty  rubbish,  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  torrents,  and 
carefully  preserved  by  the  inhabitants 
in  small  heaps.  The  traveller  will 
be  pleased  with  the  sagacity  of  the 
peasants  when  he  learns  tnat  this 
black  slaty  earth  is  scattered  over  the 
snow  witn  which  the  fields  are  co- 
vered in  the  spring  to  accelerate  its 
melting,  which  it  really  effects  several 
weeks  before  it  would  otherwise  dis- 
appear. This  is  owing  to  the  warmth 
absorbed  by  the  black  earth  from  the 
stm's  rays, — a  beautiful  and  philoso- 
phical process  which  the  inhabitants 
appear  to  have  long  known  and  used ; 
for  Saussure  mentions  it  as  an  old 
practice.  About  a  mile  below  La 
Tour,  the  path  falls  into  the  road  to 
Chamouny  from  the  T^te  Noire  (Rte. 
116). 

To  go  in  one  day  from  Chamouny 
to  Trient,  by  the  Tete  Noire,  and  re- 
turn by  the  Col  de  Balme,  requires 
12  or  13  hrs.  When  this  is  intended, 
to  gain  time  it  is  desirable  to  take  a 
char  as  far  as  Argenti^re,  the  road 
being  good  enough  to  drive  over  with, 
great  despatch  from  Chamouny, 
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ROUTE  118. 

CHAMOUNY  TO  CORMAYEUR,  BY  THE 
COL  DE  BONHOMME  AND  THE  COL 
DE  LA  SEIGNE. 

(Two  or  three  days.) 
The  passage  from  Chamoany  to 
Cormayeur  is  easily  made  in  3  days. 
The  traveller  may  go  on  the  first 
after  12  o'clock  from  Chamoany  to 
Contamines,  the  following  day  from 
Contamines  to  Cbapiti  or  Sae  Hameau 
de  Motet,  the  third  to  Cormayeur. 
It  is,  however,  very  often  done  in  2 
days  by  going  to  Chapiti  or  Motet 
the  first  day  ;  as  often,  too,  by  mak- 
ing, the  second  the  long  day,  starting 
from  Nant  Boarant,  and  reaching 
Cormayeur.  **  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  from  long  experience  that 
when  it  is  desired  to  avoid  great  fa- 
tigue, it  is  better  to  sleep  at  Chapiti 
than  at  Nant  Bourant  The  quarters 
are  not  so  good,  but  are  supportable, 
and  the  people  civil." — Pr.  F. 

In  leaving  Chamouny  the  road  lies 
down  the  valley  to  Les  Ouches,  where 
it  leaves  the  route  to  Servoz  on  the 
right  hand,  and  proceeds  by  the  ham- 
let of  Foully.  A  little  beyond  this, 
another  path,  which  on  the  right 
leads  by  the  mountain  of  Yaudagne 
and  the  Forclaz  of  St.  Gervais,  is 
avoided,  and  one  is  taken  that  leads 
up  through  a  forest  of  larches,  and  by 
a  steep  zigzag  course  to  the  chalets. 
From  the  Col  de  Vosa,  where  a  pavi- 
lion has  been  placed,  there  is  a  fine 
view  of  the  valfey  of  Chamonny,  Mont 
Blanc,  &c.,  extending  to  the  Col  de 
Balme. 

From  the  Col,  a  very  steep  path 
leads  down  by  some  ch&lets  towards 
the  deep  course  of  the  torrent  that 
issues  from  the  glacier  of  Bionnassay, 
which  lies  before  the  traveller,  and 
presents  amidst  its  rocks  and  snows  a 
most  savage  aspect.  Without  going 
far  up,  it  is  difficult  to  ford  this  tor- 
rent. There  is  a  plank  bridge  over 
the  stream  a  little  below  the  vifiage  of 
Bionnassay  near  a  miU.  A  footpath 
leads  from  the  bridge  round  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  spur  of  Mont  Blanc  on 
the  S.  of  the  valley  of  Bionnassay 
descending  into  the  valley  of  Montjoie 


a  little  below  Tresse,  into  which  the 
path  now  descends.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  valley  is  seen  the  beauti- 
fully situated  village  of  St  Nicolas  de 
Veros,  on  its  fine  terrace  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  and  backed  by  the  vast 
mountain  of  Hermance,  the  northern 
buttress  of  the  Mont  Joli. 

The  route  to  the  village  Bionnay 
in  the  Val  Montjoie,  leads  too  far 
down  the  valley.  Much  distance  is 
saved  to  those  who  would  ascend  it, 
by  taking  a  path  to  the  left,  which 
through  Le  Champel  and  other  ham- 
lets, over  well  cultivated  fields,  and 
by  rich  meadows,  in  the  valley,  leads 
to  Contamines,  a  large  village  beau- 
tifully situated:  it  has  a  handsome 
church,  though  this  is  scarcely  re- 
markable in  Faucigny,  where  the 
Church  is  generally  the  pride  of  the 


The  view  of  the  valley  presented  to 
the  traveller  in  descending  from  Bion- 
nassay to  Contamines,  extends  along 
its  whole  length,  seen  up  to  the  peaks 
of  the  Bonhomme. 

At  Contamines  H.  de  Bonhomme  is 
a  fair  Inn:  but  if  the  traveller  wish  to 
reach  Cormayeur  the  next  day,  it  is 
desirable  that  he  should  go  on  to 
Nant  Bourant,  where  the  resting 
quarters  are  by  no  means  so  goo^ 
and  start  thence  early  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

From  Contamines  the  view  of  the 
Val  Montjoie  is  very  fine.  One  of 
its  finest  features  is  the  beautiful 
Mont  Joli,  the  bases  of  which,  on  the 
rt.,  bound  the  valley.  Below  Conta- 
mines, the  valley  descends  to  that  of 
the  Arve,  near  the  baths  of  St  Ger- 
vais: this  lower  part  of  the  Val  Mont- 
joie is  very  pleasing;  passing  through 
the  villages  of  Bionnay  and  St  Gervais ; 
the  latter  is  finely  situated;  the  descent 
to  the  baths  is  very  abrupt;  the  distance 
from  the  baths  of  St.  Gervais  to  Nant 
Bourant  is  3A  hrs.,  and  from  Cha- 
mouny to  the  latter  place  7  hrs. 

On  leaving  Contamines,  which  lies 
on  rather  high  ground  above  the 
river  Bon  Nant,  which  flows  through 
the  Val  Montjoie,  the  path,  after 
passing  another  village,  descends  and 
crosseg  the  torrent  to  the  hamlet  of 
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Fontet:  above  this  the  valley  nar- 
rows until  it  ends  at  Notre  Dame  de 
la  Gorgre,  a  chapel  and  mission-house, 
most  singularly  situated  in  a  deep 
dell  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  Mont 
Joli.  Up  the  ravine  the  course  is 
unpracticable,  as  it  terminates  in  a 
cataract  of  the  Bourant 

At  Notre  Dame  de  la  Gorge,  there 
is  tifete  on  the  15th  of  August,  which 
is  attended  by  hundreds  of  peasants 
and  others,  who  come  from  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  to  attend  mass :  a 
sort  of  fair  is  held,  and  the  scene  is 
very  animated. 

Close  to  the  church  a  wooden 
bridge  crosses  the  torrent,  and  a  very 
steep  and  rudely-paved  path  lea^ 
directly  up  the  mountain  side  and 
through  a  forest:  the  denuded  face 
of  the  granite  on  the  path,  and  the 
large  stones  which  fill  up  the  inter- 
stices, make  this  a  difficult  road  for 
mules,  and  a  fatiguing  one  to  men.  It 
leads  to  the  chalets  and  pasturages  of 

Nant  Bourant  (about  7  hours'  walk 
from  Chamouny),  where  the  torrent 
is  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge :  the 
gulf  through  which  it  rushes  has  a 
fearful  depth,  and  a  little  way  down, 
below  the  bridge,  the  water  falls  into 
a  still  blacker  and  deeper  ravine, 
forming  the  Nant,  or  cataract  of  the 
Bourant;  it  is  difficult  even  from 
above  to  get  a  view  of  its  furious  descent. 

At  the  chalets  of  Nant  Bourant  a 
tolerably  convenient  place  for  sleep- 
ing has  been  established.  "  The  finest 
faU  on  the  Bonnant  is  one  seldom 
seen,  a  short  +  hour  from  these  cha- 
lets, on  that  branch  of  the  stream 
which  descends  from  the  glacier  of 
Trelatete.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
return  to  the  chalets  in  ascending  the 
Bonhomme." — A.  T.  M, 

Above  the  chalets  the  valley  is  very 
narrow,  the  road  passing  through  the 
forest,  which  belts  and  clothes  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Joli;  at  length  it 
enters  upon  the  pasturages,  which  are 
rich,  though  scanty  from  the  quantity 
of  stones  and  rocks  that  abound: 
after  rising  above  the  d^ris  which 
have  fallen  from  the  mountains,  the 
path  winds  up  to  the  chalets  of  Mont 
Joie,  where  tne  traveller  usually  rests 


and  obtains  the  refreshment  of  bread, 
wine,  and  milk.  A  room  has  been 
fitted  up  with  beds,  and  a  traveller  by 
sleeping  here  may  divide  the  journey 
to  Chamouny — but  the  room  should 
be  secured  beforehand,  and  meat 
brought,  as  none  can  be  got.  Between 
Nant  Bourant  and  these  chalets  huge 
masses  of  glaciers  extend  down  the 
crue  on  the  S.W.  flanks  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  but  immediately  above  the 
chalets  is  the  vast  glacier  of  Trelatete. 
This,  and  the  black  rocks  which  sup> 
port  it  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  precipices  and  debris  over  which 
there  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of  Haute 
Luce  on  the  other,  almost  inclose 
these  chalets  as  in  a  deep  basin.  Up- 
ward, the  valley  is  closed  by  the  Bon- 
honmie;  and,  on  looking  back,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Val  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  bounded  by  the  peaks  of  the 
Varens  above  St.  Martin's. 

From  the  chalets  of  Mont  Joie  the 
path  leads  up  a  steep  acclivity  which 
overhangs  the  depths  of  the  valley. 
As  the  mountain  is  ascended,  it  be- 
comes more  and  more  sterile ;  the 
pine  does  not  grow  so  high  as  the 
chalets  of  Mont  Joie,  and  on  the  next 
terrace  above  the  ch&lets,  on  the  Plain 
des  Dames,  the  rhododendron  is  the 
largest  shrub  that  flourishes.  On  the 
Plain  there  is  a  cairn,  a  heap  of  stones, 
which  has  existed  from  tune  imme- 
moriaL  Tradition  says,  that  a  great 
lady  with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
storm,  and  gave  name  to  the  fatal 
spot;  every  guide  adds  a  stone  to  the 
cairn,  and  requests  the  traveller  to  do 
so,  from  some  feeling  of  awe  asso- 
ciated wdth  it  as  a  duty. 

From  the  Plain  des  Dames  the  path 
leads  up  herbless  slopes  and  over 
some  patches  of  snow,  to  reach  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  col.  On 
the  left,  wild  and  abrupt  precipices 
rise:  and  two  of  the  peaked  rocks 
there  bear  the  name  of  the  Bonhomme 
and  the  Femme  de  Bonhomme, 

The  crest,  however,  which  lies  close 
to  these  pinnacles  is  that  of  the  Col 
de  la  Gauche,  across  which  a  path 
lies  that  leads  down  to  Maxime  de 
Beaufort,  and  the  whole  course  of  the 
valley  of  Beaufort  to  the  Bourg  ia 
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seen  before  and  below  the  traveller. 
On  looking  back,  too,  the  valley  of 
Mont  Joie  is  seen  in  all  its  length, 
and  these  glorious  scenes  of  Alpine 
valleys,  with  the  thousand  peaks 
which  crest  the  chains  of  mountains 
that  divide  them,  offer  displays  of 
Alpine  scenery  nowhere  surpassed. 

The  passage  of  the  Col  de  Bon- 
homme  is  at  times  dangerous  in  bad 
weather,  owing  to  its  exposure  to  the 
W.  wind,  which  stirs  up  those  fear- 
ful snow-eddies  called  "tourmentes" 
upon  this  outlier  of  the  Alps. 

The  path  of  the  Col  de  Bonhomme 
turns  on  the  left  from  the  Col  de 
Gauche,  behind  the  pinnacles  of  rock, 
and  extends  by  a  loose,  swampy,  path- 
less slope  to  the  coi,  distant  an  hour 
from  the  Col  de  Gauche.  "  On  the 
summit  let  the  traveller  beware  of 
taking  the  path  right  before  him  ;  it 
leads  to  Beaufort.  If  he  be  going  to 
Cormayeur,  he  follows  an  iU-r traced 
path  on  his  L,  over  black  shale  (or. 
snow  during  part  of  the  season), 
which  conducts  him  nearly  on  a  level, 
after  f  hour's  walk,  to  a  point  some- 
what higher  than  the  last,  and  which 
is  called  La  Croix  de  Bonhomme, 
8195  ft.  above  the  sea  level" — Forbes, 
From  it,  the  beautiful  mountain  of 
the  Chaffe-Quarre,  or  Aiguille  de 
Yanoise,  one  of  the  most  elegant 
snow-clad  peaks  in  the  Alps,  in  the 
Val  Isere  (Rte.  113),  is  finely  seen. 
The  traveller  is  soon  convinced  here 
how  easy  it  would  be  in  fog  or  snow- 
drift to  lose  his  way.  A  good  guide 
is  felt  to  be  necessary  ;  for  though  he 
may  reach  the  Col  de  Gauche  by  the 
posts  which  indicate  the  path,  it  is 
difficult  to  decide  upon  the  direction 
he  should  take  where  the  routes  di- 
vide, and  the  unguided  stranger  may 
wander  into  courses  of  difficulty  and 
danger  before  he  is  aware  of  either. 

From  the  col  two  courses  branch 
off ;  three  even  are  mentioned  by  the 
mountaineers  :  that  on  the  1.  con- 
ducts, by  a  wild,  lofty,  and  difficult 
path,  to  Motet ;  a  middle  course,  one 
rarely  followed,  leads  to  the  Hameau 
du  Glacier  ;  and  that  on  the  rt., 
which  leads  down,  in  l^hr.,  to  the 
chalets    of   Chapiu,  over    a    broken 
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swampy  ground  ;  and  from  Chapiu, 
in  3  hrs.,  the  traveller  can  reach  Bourg 
St.  Maurice,  in  the  Tarentaise,  by  the 
valley  of  BonnavaL 

It  requires  4  or  5  hrs.  to  go  from 
Nant  Bourant  to  Chapiu.  The  state 
of  the  weather  makes  an  important 
difference  in  the  time  :  the  journey 
should  never  be  undertaken  but  in 
fine  weather,  or  with  a  good  prospect 
of  it.  On  the  13th  of  September, 
1830,  two  English  gentlemen  perished 
in  a  snow-storm  whilst  crossing  it — 
the  Rev.  Richard  Braken,  aged  30, 
and  Augustus  Campbell,  aged  20. 

At  Chapiu  a  chUet  has  been  fitted  up 
as  a  little  Inn,  Soleil.  It  has  2  bed- 
rooms, one  with  2,  the  other  with  3  beds, 
and  ante-room.  It  is  tolerable  quar- 
ters for  a  night,  rather  better  than 
those  at  Motet.  The  charges  are  high. 
From  Chapiu  a  path  leads  in  2  hrs. 
up  by  the  stream  of  the  Versoi  (which 
descends  through  Bonnaval)  to  the 
Hameau  du  Glacier,  so  called  from  its 
proximity  to  one  of  the  glaciers  of 
Mont  Blanc,  and,  half  a  league  further, 
to 

The  chalets  of  Motet,  This  mise- 
rable spot  divides  with  Chapiu  the 
honour  of  entertaining  travellers,  but 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  sleep  there.* 
Those  who  reach  Motet  direct  cross 
the  Cime  du  Fours,  to  which  the  path 
on  the  L,  on  the  Col  de  Bonhomme, 
leads  an  hour  sooner  than  by  the 
detour  to  Chapiu,  but  the  road  rises 
850  ft.  higher,  and  the  descent  is 
much  more  fatiguing ;  the  accommo- 
dations, too,  at  Motet,  are  much  worse 
than  those  at  Chapiu :  it  is,  however, 
generally  taken,  for  the  sake  of  gain- 
ing time,  by  those  who  go  to  Cor- 
mayeur from  Nant  Bourant  in  one  day. 

The  pasturages  of  Motet  belong  to 
the  people  of  the  Tarentaise,  and  are 

fenerally  occupied  by  a  family  from 
t.  Maurice. 

["A  practicable  route  by  the  Col 
d'Enclaves,  higher  and  shorter  than 
the  Col  du  Fours,  turns  off  somewhere 
about  the  highest  chAlets  of  the  Mont- 
Joie,  crosses  the  ridge  between  the 
Col  du  Fours  and  the  Mont  Blanc, 
skirting  the  latter  to  the  Col  de  la 
•  N.B.  A  new  Inn  was  building  in  185 1. 
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Seigne,  without  descending  (?)  nearly 
to  the  depth  of  Motet  It  does  not 
appear  difficult,  and  must  shorten 
considerably  the  journey  from  Nant 
Bourant  to  Cormayeur." — A.  T.  M.] 

The  ascent  of  the  Col  de  la  Sei^e, 
though  very  tedious,  is  not  very  diffi- 
cult. The  summit,  1^  hr.  from  Motet, 
is  8422  ft.  aboTe  the  sea.  It  com- 
mands the  whole  extent  of  the  Allee 
Blanche  and  the  S.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  without  being  abso- 
lutely a  precipice,  is  too  steep  to  allow 
snow  to  rest  long  on  it.  Its  vertical 
height  above  the  AUee  Blanche  is 
ll,70g  ft.  The  ridge  of  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne  separates  the  waters  which 
run  into  the  Bhone  from  those  which 
are  tributaries  of  the  Po. 

"From  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an 
Alpine  view  of  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence burst  upon  us.  We  looked 
upon  Mont  Blanc,  and  along  the 
course  of  the  valleys  which  divide 
Piedmont  from  the  Yallais,  and  ex- 
tend nearly  30  miles  on  the  eastern 
side  of  its  enormous  mass,  through 
the  Allee  Blanche,  the  Val  Veni,  and 
the  Val  d'Entreves,  to  the  Col  de 
Ferret.  Two  immense  pyramids  of 
rugged  rock  rear  from  the  valley 
their  scathed  heads,  and  appear  like 
guards  to  the  *  monarch  of  moun- 
tains ;*  beyond  and  below  them  lay 
the  little  lake  of  Combal,  whence 
issues  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Doira 
Baltea  ;  and  down  the  sides  of  Mont 
Blanc  appeared  to  stream  the  glaciers 
of  the  AUee  Blanche  and  the  Miage  ; 
whilst  the  distant  peaks  which  over- 
hang the  western  side  of  this  long 
valley  or  vaUeys  (for  different  por- 
tions of  it,  from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
to  the  Col  de  Ferret,  bear  different 
names)  give  a  peculiarly  grand  and 
severe  aspect  to  the  scene  ;  among 
these  the  Geant  and  the  Grand  Jo- 
rasse  are  distinguished.  The  eastern 
side  of  the  vaUey  is  formed  by  the 
Cramont,  and  a  range  of  mountains 
which  extend  to  the  Col  de  Ferret, 
and  terminate  the  vista  in  Mont  Yelan 
and  the  masses  which  surround  the 
pass  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc  was  occasion- 
ally  enveloped    in    clouds,   and    the 


changes  which  these  produced  upon 
the  scene  were  often  strikingly  bc^n- 
tifuL  Most  travellers,  whose  expec-* 
tations  have  been  formed  upon  the 
descriptions  in  guide-books,  are  led 
to  beueve  that  the  £.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  one  vast  precipice,  from  tlie 
summit  down  to  the  Allee  Blanche  : 
it  is  certainly  much  more  abrupt  than 
towards  the  vale  of  Chamouny  ;  but 
no  such  anticipation  wUl  be  realised 
in  the  magniTOent  view  from  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne. 

"  From  this  col,  leading  across  the 
great  chain  of  the  Alps,  we  began 
our  descent  over  some  beds  of  perpe- 
tual snow,  which,  lying  on  the  north- 
em  side  of  the  path,  remain  unmelted. 
Though  steep,  these  are  not  dan- 
gerous, as  the  feet  sink  2  or  3  inches 
and  give  fimmess  to  the  step.  Scarcely 
any  melting  takes  place  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  snow,  unless  where  the 
s(ul  has  been  washed  over,  or  has 
fallen  so  as  to  cover  it.  Generally, 
the  snow  melts  below,  in  contact  with 
the  earth  ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  avalanches,  where  the  mass 
which  slips  acquires  momentum  enough 
to  rush  on.  Caution  is  generally 
necessary  near  the  edges  of  these  beds 
of  snow,  where  it  is  thin,  lest  the  tra- 
veller should  sink  through,  perhaps 
2  or  3  feet.  After  a  tedious  descent 
to  the  first  pasturage,  at  the  base  of 
the  two  immense  pyramids  which 
formed  so  striking  a  feature  from  the 
summit,  we  sat  down  upon  the  short 
and  soft  grass  of  the  pasturage  of  the 
chalets  of  the  Allee  Blanche,  to  rest 
the  mules  and  ourselves,  and  took 
refreshment,  which  we  had  brought 
with  us.  The  life  and  spirit  of  such 
enjoyment  as  this  is  only  known  to 
Alpine  travellers.  The  sward  around 
us  was  enamelled  with  beautiful 
flowers  :  of  these,  the  broad  patches 
of  the  deep  blue  gentianella  were  the 
richest  in  colour  ;  the  Alpine  ranun-> 
cuius,  and  a  hundred  other  varieties, 
embellished  the  place  where  we  rested; 
being  surrounded  by,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate ricinity  of,  the  loftiest  moun- 
tains in  Europe. 

"  Soon  after  leaving  this  delightfal 
spot,  we  skirted  the    little  lake  of 
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Combal  by  a  Tery  narrow  path. — 
After  passing  the  lake  at  the  lower 
extremity,  across  an  embankment 
of  great  thickness  and  strength, 
the  path  descends  on  the  L  side  of 
the  torrent,  which  struggles  with  hor^ 
rid  violence  in  continued  cataracts 
down  the  ravine  for  several  miles, 
particularly  where,  in  passing  by  the 
glacier  of  Miage,  oar  route  lay  amidst 
rocks  and  stones,  the  d^ris  of  the 
mountain,  brought  down  by  the  gla* 
cier,  of  which  it  concealed  the  base 
and  sides,  "We  were  occupied  nearly 
2  hrs,  in  passing  this  moraine^ 

*<  The  path  is  rough  and  stony  here 
and  there,  and  a  little  water  from 
streams  trickles  aoross  it." — G.  B.  M. 

"  At  length  we  escaped  from  this  fa- 
tiguing part  of  our  route,  and  entered 
the  beautiful  meadows  of  the  Val 
Veni,  which  are  separated  from  the 
Val  d'Entrdves  by  a  high  ridge  that 
skirts  the  forest  of  St.  Nicolas.  There 
are  no  chalets  in  the  Val  Veni,  but 
several  granges,  in  which  the  great 
quantities  of  hay  made  in  the  meadows 
and  slopes  of  this  valley  are  stored. 

«  The  forest  of  St.  Nicolas,  which 
we  traversed  on  our  way  to  Corma- 
yeur,  is  opposite  to  some  extensive 
buildings  at  the  foot  of  the  Glacier 
de  Brenva.  These  were  formerly 
occupied  by  miners,  who  prepared 
the  lead  and  copper  ores  raised 
near  this  place  ;  but  the  expenses 
having  exceeded  the  profits,  these 
buildings  are  now  falling  to  decay. 
Across  the  valley  we  saw  the  beau- 
tiful glacier  of  Brenva  appearing 
through  the  enormous  larches  and 
pines  of  the  forest,  presenting  to  us  a 
scene  deservedly  esteemed  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Alps.  We  now  rapidly 
descended  by  a  narrow  road  which 
fearfully  overhangs  the  lower  range  of 
the  glacier  of  the  Brenva,  whose  sides 
were  covered  with  masses  of  granite 
and  rocks  of  great  magnitude.  The 
torrent  which  we  had  seen  rushing 
through  the  valley  passed  beneath  the 
glacier,  and  reappeared  increased  by 
a  stream,  which  issued  from  an  arch 
at  the  termination  of  the  glacier,  like 
that  of  the  Arveron  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouny." — Brockedon. 


"  The  chief  glaciers  of  the  AU^ 
Blanche  (on  the  N.  side)  are,  1.  G.  de 
rEstellette ;  2.  G.  de  TAllee  Blanche; 
3,  G.  de  Miage }  4.  G.  d^  la  Brenva. 
The  2nd  and  3rd  of  these  have  formed 
barriers  across  the  valley  by  moraines, 
so  as  to  have  occasionea  lakes  by  the 
interruption  of  the  river  course.  That 
formed  by  the  Glacier  de  TAUee 
Blanche  is  nearly  ^Ued  up  by  alluvial 
matter ;  but  an  extensive  fl^t  attests 
its  former  existence,  together  with  the 
extensive  barricade  of  debris  through 
which  the  river  now  tumbles  in  a 
foaming  rapid.  The  moraine  of  the 
G.  de  ^liage  is  perhaps  the  most  ex- 
traordinary in  the  whole  Alps,  and 
has  given  rise  to  the  Lac  de  Combal. 
Below  the  moraine  of  Miage,  which 
occupies  the  valley  for  some  space, 
are  some  chalets,  and  then  a  level 
fertile  plain,  whilst  the  valley  widens, 
and  becomes  less  savage  and  more 
romantic.  Trees  appear  on  both  sides, 
especially  on  the  rt.,  where  the  forest 
is  very  fine,  and  clothes  all  the  N. 
slope  of  a  conical  summit,  caUed 
Mont  Chetif,  or  Fain  de  Sucre,  which 
is  composed  of  granite,  though  sepa- 
rated from  the  great  chain  by  secon- 
dary rocks.  The  paths  through  these 
woods  are  among  the  most  beautiful 
and  striking  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted. That  leading  to  Cormayeur, 
after  attaining  some  height  above  the 
torrent,  proceeds  nearly  on  a  level, 
until,  emerging  from  the  trees,  we 
come  into  full  view  of  the  magnificent 
Glacier  de  la  Brenva,  which,  formed 
in  a  hollow  to  the  E.  of  Mont  Blanc, 
pours  its  mass  into  the  vaUey  which 
It  has  in  a  good  measure  filled  up 
with  its  moraine,  forming  a  kind  of 
bridge  which  it  has  pushed  before  it, 
and  on  which  it  bestrides  obliquely 
the  AUee  Blanche,  abutting  against  its 
opposite  side  at  the  foot  of  the  Mont 
Chetif.  A  chapel,- dedicated  to  Notre 
Dame  de  la  Guerison,  stands  on  the 
rt.  of  the  way,  exactly  opposite  to  the 
ice;  and  another  steep  descent  con- 
ducts us  again  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  here  turns  abruptly, 
after  its  confluence  with  the  stream  of 
the  Val  Ferret,  into  a  ravine,  cutting 
the  range  of  the  Pain  de  Sucre.     The 
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united  streams  are  passed  by  a  wooden 
bridge  at  the  Baths  of  La  Sace,  and 
20  min.  more  brings  the  traveller  to 

"  Cormayeur  (Rte.  107),  after  a  la- 
borious walk  of  11  hrs.  from  Nant 
Bourant." — Forbes,  Aips  of  Savoy. 

The  time  required  from  Nant  Bou- 
rant  to  Cormayeur  by  the  shortest 
course — that  over  the  Col  du  Fours 
to  Motet — is  11  or  12  hrs. ;  and  from 
Nant  Bourant  to  Boarg  St  Maurice, 
by  Chapiu,  7  hrs.  These  joiumeys,  by 
the  Bonhomme,  Foijrs,  and  Seigne, 
may  all  be  accomplished  on  mules; 
but  this  mode  of  travelling  merely 
saves  fatigue  without  gaining  time, 
for  as  the  guides  walk,  the  traveller 
only  advances  at  the  guides'  pace. 

BOUTE  119. 

SALLENCHES    TO    l'HOPITAL    CONFLANS 

(albebtville),     by     uqine     and 
beaufort. 

From  Sallenches  (Rte.  115),  a  new 
route  is  being  constructed,  which,  if  it 
proceed  with  spirit,  will  one  day  open 
a  char  or  carriage  communication 
between  the  valley  of  the  Arve  and 
that  of  the  Is^re,  in  the  Tarentaise. 
It  is  still  incomplete  (1846). 

The  road  which  has  been  made  or 
improved  to  Meg^ve  rises  directly 
up  the  steep  side  of  one  of  the  slopes 
of  Mont  Foron  to  the  village  of 
Comblou,  about  an  hour's  ascent. 
Its  gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  to 
Chamouny,  near  Passy,  and  also  from 
the  valley  of  Maglans  in  a^roaching 
to  it  From  Comblou  there  is  a  most 
beautiful  prospect,  well  worthy  the 
traveller's  wafic  from  Sallenches  or 
St  Martin's.  It  commands  the  valley 
of  Maglans  on  one  side,  and  the 
Varens  and  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Arve  on  the  other.  The  Aiguilles  de 
Varens  rise  in  great  grandeur  directly 
en  face  of  the  spectator ;  and  on  the 
rt  of  the  upper  Arve,  all  the  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  its 
extreme  summit,  are  as  distinctly 
seen  as  in  a  model  Few  spots  for 
such  prospects  can  vie  with  the  vil- 
lage of  Comblou. 

A  little  beyond  Comblou  the  high- 
est part  of  the  road  to   "     ^ 


passed:  thenoe  to  the  latter  bonrg 
the  distance  is  a  league,  over  a  road 
nearly  level.  Here  are  two  miser- 
able inns.  From  Meg^ve  a  road 
leads  to  the  Pas  Sion,  a  col  which 
divides  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  from 
the  valley  of  the  Arly,  and  leads  by 
the  shortest  course  to  Beaufort 

**  From  Meedve  to  the  Baths  of  St. 
Gervais  is  a  delightful  walk  through 
fields  and  woods,  commanding'  a 
splendid  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  the  whole  way.  The  path  turns 
off  from  the  road  to  Comblou  about 
J  a  mile  from  Megeve."— F. 

From  Megeve  the  road  descends 
the  valley  of  the  Arly  in  2  hrs.  to 
Flumet,  a  little  town  of  Upper  Fau- 
cigny,  containing  about  1000  Inhab. 
Here,  on  a  rock,  are  the  ruins  of  a 
castle,  in  which  the  first  baron  of 
Faucigny  resided. 

Flumet  is  settled  near  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Flon  and  the  Arly :  the 
former  river  descends  from  the  ham- 
let of  Gietta,  by  which  a  path  tra- 
verses the  Col  des  Aravis  and  the 
Grand  Borand  to  Bonneville. 

Below  Flumet  the  road  is  only 
practicable  for  mules:  it  is  exces- 
sively hiil^  and  wild.  The  valley  of 
the  Arly  is  a  gorge,  deeply  seated, 
and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe  of 
Savoie.  In  2  hrs.  from  Flumet  it  leads 
to  Heri,  a  village  situated  in  a  most 
agreeable  spot,  surrounded  by  high 
mountains  covered  with  pine  forests. 

Below  Heri,  the  path,  in  many 
places  cut  out  in  the  mountain  side, 
overhangs  the  deep  bed  of  the  Arly, 
and  alternate  spots  of  savageness  and 
beauty  are  found  throughout  this  val- 
ley. Its  richness  in  walnut-trees  is 
celebrated,  and  the  oil  which  the  nuts 
furnish  is  an  important  article  of 
commerce. 

Ugine  is  a  large  ill-built  town,  con- 
taining 3000  Inhab.,  famous  for  its 
fairs  of  cattle  and  mules.  To  the  N. 
of  the  town,  on  a  steep  limestone 
rock,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  lofty 
square  tower,  flanked  by  other  towers, 
which  defended  a  chateau  attacked 
in  the  9th  century  by  the  Saracens. 
The  Castle  was  destroyed  in  the 
13th  century  by  Humbert,  first  dau- 
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phin  of  Vienne.  It  is  situated  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Arly,  on  the  road  between 
Faverges  and  Annecy  (Rte.  120). 

From  Ugine  an  excellent  carriage 
road  continues  down  the  Arly  to 
THopital  Conflans,  through  a  deep 
and  rich  valley.  Before  arriving  at 
THopital,  one  sees  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Arly  the  valley  of  Beaufort, 
where  the  Doron,  which  flows  through 
it,  falls  into  the  Arly.  The  valley  of 
the  Doron  leads  by  a  mountainous 
mule  road,  in  about  4  hrs.,  to 

Maxime  de  Beaufort,  a  town  fa- 
mous also  for  its  cattle  fairs.  The 
inhabitants  are  rich  and  independent, 
from  their  commerce  in  cheese,  but- 
ter, and  cattle:  their  pasturages  are 
the  most  valuable  in  Upper  Savoy. 
Beaufort  communicates  with  Megeve 
by  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  and  the 
I*as  Sion,  by  the  head  of  its  valley 
with  the  Col  de  Bon-Homme,  and  by 
the  valley  of  Roselen  and  the  Col 
d'Allee  with  the  valley  of  Bonneval 
(Bte.  113)  in  the  Tarentaise. 

Beaufort  is  one  of  those  retired 
spots  in  the  Alps,  whence  the  inha- 
bitants issue  in  the  winter  to  seek 
employment  in  foreign  countries. 
Some  periodically  return,  content 
with  their  gains  ;  others  realise  great 
wealth,  and  remain  to  die  where  they 
obtained  it.  Among  these  are  re- 
membered M.  Viallet,  a  great  planter 
in  St.  Domingo,  whose  fortune  before 
the  revolution  was  valued  at  a  million 
and  a  half  of  francs ;  M,  Cornu,  a 
rich  banker  of  Paris;  Bouchage,  a 
banker  of  Toulouse;  Favre,  a  cele- 
brated silk  merchant  of  Lyons;  and 
Jean  Mollie,  who  died  about  1780,  and 
left  to  his  descendants  the  enormous 
sum  of,  it  is  said,  400  millions  of  francs. 

At  present  Beaufort  is  one  of  the 
most  independent  communities  in 
Savoy,  They  were  permitted  by 
Charles  Emmanuel,  duke  of  Savoy, 
to  free  themselves  from  feudal  rents 
by 'purchase;  and  in  1772  they  paid 
to  M.  Villecardel  de  Fleury,  marquis 
of  Beaufort,  100,000  francs  for  their 
emancipation.  The  old  families  of 
Beaufort  in  England  and  France  had 
their  ori^n  here. 

Near  Beaufort,  on  a  hill  at  the 


entrance  to  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce, 
are  the  finely  situated  ruins  of  the 
Chateau  de  la  Salle,  This  castle  re- 
ceived Henry  IV.  and  his  courtiers 
in  October  1600:  the  pranks  played 
there  by  them  furnished  some  scan- 
dalous traditions. 

VHopital  and  Confians  are  divided 
only  by  the  Arly;  the  former  being 
situated  on  its  right  bank,  the  latter 
on  the  rocky  slopes  above  it  on  the 
other  side. 

Confians  is  an  ancient  little  town, 
with  about  1300  Inhab.  It  was  for- 
merly surrounded  by  strong  walls, 
and  defended  by  2  very  strong  forts. 
It  resisted  the  troops  of  Francis  I.  in 
the  war  of  1536,  when  it  was  partly 
burnt,  and  its  two  forts  demolished. 
A  little  below  Confians,  near  the 
banks  of  the  river,  there  is  a  royal 
smelting-house  and  foundry,  where 
the  silver  from  the  ore  raised  in  some 
mines  in  the  neighbourhood  is  re- 
duced: it  is  seldom  worked,  and  the 
Fonderie  Royale  is  a  worthless  appen- 
dage to  Confians. 

VHopital^  or  Albertmlle  (a  name 
given  in  compliment  to  the  late 
king  of  Sardinia) ;  Inn :  H.  Royal, 
kept  by  the  Fr^res  Geny,  pretty  good. 
L'Hopital,  with  its  wide  streets  and 
clean  appearance,  is  one  of  the  nicest 
little  towns  in  Savoy;  it  has  about 
1500  Inhab.,  and  lying  in  the  high 
road,  by  which  communication  is  held 
with  Ugine,  Annecy,  and  Sallenches, 
with  Chambery,  and  with  Moutiers 
Tarentaise,  it  has,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  good  roads,  been  daily  in- 
creasing in  importance.  Diligences  by 
Faverges  to  Annecy — to  Moutiers 
and  Chambery. 

ROUTE  120. 

GENEVA  TO  CHAMBERY,  BY  ANNECY. 

lOJ  postes.     Diligence  every  day. 

On  leaving  Geneva  the  road  passes 
through  the  Plain  Palais,  crosses  the 
Arve,  and  continues  through  Carouge 
and  the  richly  cultivated  plain  of  the 
Arve,  until  it  rises  to  the  village  of 

If  St.  JiUieny  on  the  frontier  of 
Savoy,  where  the  baggage  and  the 
passports  of  travellers  are  examined. 
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Here  the  road  continues  to  ascend 
a  long  Mil  to  the  Mount  Sion,  a  ridge 
which  runs  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  Mont  Saleve.  From  its 
height,  more  than  3300  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  views  of  the  Lake 
of  Geneva,  the  Jura,  and  the  deep 
valley  of  the  Bhone  flowing  into 
France,  form  a  fine  panorama. 

It  is  a  pleasing  mrive,  but  there  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  scenery. 
Its  course  is  generally  high,  though 
it  undulates  until  it  rises  to 

2  CruseiUes,  a  little  town  possessing 
1300  Inhab.,  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle, 
and  a  dirty  inn ;  opposite  to  which 
one  of  those  crosses  is  placed,  so 
common  within  the  archbishopric  of 
Chambery,  which  invites  everybody, 
under  a  promise  of  40  days'  indul- 
gence, to  say  an  ave  and  a  pater,  and 
make  a  genuflexion,  as  a  set-off 
against  crime! 

From  Cruseilles  the  road  to  An- 
necy  crosses  the  stream  of  the  Usses 
in  a  deep  defile.  A  lofty  bridge,  built 
of  brick,  once  crossed  this  ravine, 
about  half-way  down  the  valley.  This 
has  long  been  impassable,  except  to 
the  fool-hardy  pedestrian:  it  was  too 
narrow  even  to  have  been  safely 
passed  in  a  char.  The  Sardinian 
government  has  thrown  an  iron  wire 
suspension  bridge  over  this  ravine,  to 
carry  the  road  directly  across,  and 
continue  the  route  by  the  shortest 
connexion.  The  length  and  height  of 
the  road  on  the  bridge  are  each  about 
500  ft.  It  is  called  the  Pont  Charles 
Albert^  or  Pent  de  la  Caille,  and  was 
opened  in  Sept.  1839.  A  toll  of  50 
sous  is  paid  for  2  horses,  and  60  sous 
for  a  larger  number. 

It  is  a  pleasing  drive  by  the  vil- 
lages of  Alonzier,  Caval,  Pringy,  and 
Metz,  through  a  hilly  country,  often 
presenting  fine  points  of  view ;  at 
length  it  crosses  the  Mont  des  Bomes, 
and  descends  a  hill  side  which  over- 
looks the  plain  and  lake  of  Annecy, 
and  the  fine  mountain  scenery  which 
surrounds  it.  There  is  a  singular 
beauty  in  the  views  thus  presented, 
and  a  charm  in  the  approach  to  An- 
necy which  is  likely  to  be  long  re- 
membered.    At  the  Pont  de  Brogny 


the  river  Fier,  which  falls  into  the 
Rhone  at  Seissel,  is  crossed,  and  in 
half  an  hour  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self at 

2 J  Annecy,  {Trm:  H.  de  Geneve, 
clean  and  good.)  This  city  of  6000 
Inhab.  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a 
great  plain,  and  on  the  sedgy  borderi» 
of  a  lake,  which  is  discharged  by 
canals  that  cross  its  streets,  and  led 
by  the  canal  of  Thiou,  to  faU  into  the 
Fier  at  Grans. 

Annecy  is  a  curious  old  town,  the 
shops  in  many  of  its  streets  are  under 
arcades,  and  there  is  an  air  of  re- 
spectable antiquity  about  it —though 
this,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  duchy 
of  Geneva,  is  only  the  modern  town. 
In  the  1 2th  century  it  was  known  as 
Anneciaaim  novum,  to  distinguish  it 
from  Annedacum  vetus,  which  for- 
merly existed  on  the  slopes  of  the 
beautiful  hill  of  Annecy -le-vieux. 
Numerous  medals  of  the  Koman  em- 
perors of  the  two  first  centuries  of 
the  Christian  era  have  been  found 
here,  and  inscriptions,  sepulchres, 
urns,  and  fragments  of  statues,  and  of 
a  temple,  attest  the  presence  of  this 
people.  It  rests  upon  little  more 
than  conjecture  that  it  was  known 
to  them  as  Civitaa  Bovis,  or,  according 
to  some  bewildered  antiquarians,  as 
Dinia  or  Dignitia ;  no  monument,  or 
MS.,  authorises  one  or  the  other. 

The  earliest  mention  of  Annecy  is 
by  the  emperor  Lothaire,  who  gave 
it,  under  the  name  of  Annesiacnm, 
to  his  wife,  Tietberge,  as  proved  by 
a  document,  bearing  date  January 
11,  867. 

In  the  12th  century,  the  present 
Annecy  was  distinguished  from  An- 
necy-le-vieux,  by  William  I.  Comte 
of  the  G^nevais.  When  the  house 
of  Geneva  became  extinct,  Annecy 
passed  into  that  of  Savoy.  In  1412 
it  was  totally  burnt.  To  assist  in 
restoring  the  inhabitants  to  their 
town,  Amedeus  VIII.,  duke  of  Sav6y, 
gave  them  many  privileges,  and  ena- 
bled them  to  establish  flax-spinning 
works,  which  have  continued  to  be  its 
principal  manufacture.  In  1630  the 
pla?ue  almost  depopulated  the  town, 
and  destroyed  or  dispersed  the  work- 
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men.  Victor  Amedeus  I.  afterwards 
established  here  four  silk  mills;  these 
were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the 
war  of  1691. 

In  1724,  during  violent  disputes 
among  the  different  manufacturers  of 
Annecy,  a  large  establishment  for 
the  manufacture  of  hats,  which  had 
existed  for  a  century  and  a  half,  was 
destroyed,  as  well  as  others  for  the 
production  of  worsted  stockings.  At 
the  same  time  were  destroyed  the  ma- 
nufectory  of  the  fire-arms  of  Collin^ 
famous  in  its  day,  and  extensive 
works  for  scythes,  reaping  hooks,  and 
cutlery ;  perhaps  there  is  no  town  in 
Europe  whose  history  has  been  so 
long  associated  with  manufactures  as 
Annecy.  The  linen  bleacheries  esta- 
bUshea  in  1650,  which  have  always 
sustained  a  high  reputation,  are  still 
flourishing.  Encouraged  by  Napo- 
leon, when  Savoy  was  under  the 
French  government,  the  late  Baron 
Duport,  of  Turin,  estabUshed  here  the 
first  cotton  works;  these  stiU  flourish. 
He  subsequently  estabhshed  those  at 
Ponte,  in  Val  dx)rca.    (Route  111.) 

Even  now  the  manufactures  of 
Annecy  are  not  all  enumerated ; 
there  are  others  of  black  glass — of 
sulphuric  acid,  of  printed  cottons,  &c., 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  a  fine  vein 
of  coal  is  worked,  at  Entreveme, — 
and  at  the  village  of  Crans  there  are 
oil,  com,  and  fulling  mills  on  the 
Fier,  and  mills  for  the  manufacture 
of  paper. 

The  active  inhabitants  of  Annecy 
have  always  sought  new  channels  for 
their  industry — they  found  this  to 
be  necessary  m  order  to  procure  sub- 
sistence for  the  population  of  the  city, 
when  its  numerous  convents  were 
suppressed.  It  has  now  substituted  in- 
dustry and  independence  for  idleness 
and  beggary. 

There  are  many  objects  of  interest 
among  the  public  huildings  of  Annecy 
— the  ancient  Chateau^  uie  residence 
of  the  family  of  Genevois-Nemours — 
the  old  Bishop's  palace — the  Cathe- 
dral^ with  its  sanctuary.  In  the 
modem  Gh.  of  St   Francis  are   de- 

Sosited  the  relics  of  Samt  Francois 
e    Sales,    and    the    M^re    (Sainte) 


Chantal.  The  translation  of  their 
relics  firom  the  Cathedral  was  made 
in  1 826,  with  great  ceremony. 

"The  tender  friendship  that  long 
subsisted  between  St.  Francis  de  Sales 
and  La  M^re  Chantal,  has  given  to 
their  memory  and  relics,  with  pious 
Catholics,  a  degree  of  interest  similar 
to  that  excited  by  the  remains  of 
Abelard  and  Eloise. 

"  St.  Francis  de  Sales  was  descended 
from  the  noble  family  of  de  Sales  in 
Savoy;  he  was  bom  m  1567.  Having 
devoted  himself  to  the  church,  and 
evinced  great  zeal  and  eloquence  in 
its  defence,  he  was  ordained  prince 
and  bishop  of  Geneva  by  Pope  Cle- 
ment Vin.,  for  the  popes  assumed 
the  right  to  confer  these  titles  long 
after  the  Beformed  religion  had  been 
established  at  Geneva.  Annecy  being 
made  a  bishop's  seat  when  the  Gene- 
vese  expelled  the  chapter  from  their 
city,  St.  Francis  de  Sales  died  at 
Lyons  in  1622,  and  was  buried  at 
Annecy.  His  canonisation  took  place 
in  1665:  but  before  that  event  his  re- 
mains were  so  highly  valued  by  the 
inhabitants,  that,  when  the  city  was 
taken  by  the  French  in  1630,  one  of 
the  six  articles  of  capitulation  stipu- 
lated that  the  body  of  the  venerable 
Francis  de  Sales  should  never  be  re- 
moved from  the  city."— Bakeweirs 
Tour  in  the  Tarentaise. 

At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  lake 
there  is  a  beautiful  Avenue  and  prome- 
nade, where  fe-irs  and  pubMc  amuse- 
ments are  held.  The  views  from  it 
of  the  mountain  and  the  lake  are  fine. 
Here  a  bronze  statue  has  been  erected 
to  Berthollet  the  chemist,  a  native  of 
Talloires  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Lake 
of  Annecy,  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  level  of  the  lake  of  Annecy  is 
about  1400  ft.  above  that  of  the  sea; 
it  abounds  in  fine  fish;  among  those 
least  known  to  travellers  are  the 
lotte,  and  a  fish  pecuUar  to  this  lake, 
the  vairon. 

A  good  road  carried  along  the 
S.W.  shores  of  the  lake  leads  to 
Faverges.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  is  the  Chdteau  Duing,  placed 
on  a  neck  of  land  which  runs  out 
into  the  lake.    Here  many  strangers 
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come  to  board  and  lodge  during  the 
summer,  and  enjoy  the  most  deueht- 
ful  excursions  in  its  delicious  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  best  way  to  get  to  the  Chateau 
Duing  is  by  the  lake.  Boats  may  be 
hired — large  clumsy  punts, — charge 
4  ft*.,  or  8  fr.  to  go  and  return.  In 
ascending  the  lake,  an  opening  in  the 
lofty  mountains,  which  bound  its  N.E. 
side,  discloses  the  Chdteau  of  Menthon, 
on  the  delicious  slopes  of  a  recess: 
here  St  Bernard,  the  "Apostle  of  the 
Alps,"  was  born,  and  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  independent  of  its  local 
beauty,  cannot  fail  to  interest  the 
traveller.    (Rte.  108.) 

A  road  leads  up  by  Menthon,  and 
across  the  mountain  above  into  the 
valley  of  Thones,  one  of  the  most  re- 
tired, and  unfrequented  by  strangers, 
in  Savoy.  It  may  be  visited  in  going 
from  Annecy  to  Bonneville,  on  the 
road  to  Chamouny,  for  a  road  leads 
thither  in  8  hrs.  through  Thones  and 
Entremont,  an  excursion  offering 
much  beautiful  scenery,  and  very 
little  known.  Opposite  the  Chateau 
Duing  is  Talloires,  the  birthplace  of 
the  chemist  Berthollet. 

From  the  Chateau  Duing,  the  road 
to  Faverges  continues  up  the  valley 
of  Eau  Morte  about  3  m.;  it  is  so 
nearly  level  that  the  plain  of  the 
valley  is  often  inundated. 

Faverges  (^Inn:  very  dirty)  has  a 
population  of  about  2000.  It  is  beau- 
tifully situated  amidst  wooded  slopes 
and  mountains;  it  is  well  cultivated, 
and  abounds  in  rich  meadows.  It 
was  known  in  the  12th  century  as 
Fabricarium,  a  name  arising  from  its 
numerous  forges  for  copper  and  iron. 
Its  reputation  has  not  decreased ; 
there  are  now  silk-mills  established 
there,  manufactories  of  cutlery,  and 
tanneries ;  and  since  the  completion 
of  the  road  by  ITgine  into  the  Taren- 
taise  it  is  daily  improving.  Its  old 
castle  is  finely  situated. 

A  slight  elevation  divides  the  head 
of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Morte  from 
that  of  the  stream  of  Monthoux, 
which  runs  into  the  Arly  at  Ugine. 
(Rte.  119.)  The  vaUey  of  Monthoux 
is    richly  wooded   and    picturesque. 


There  is,  however,  a  much  shorter 
way  than  by  Ugine  to  I'Hopital  Con- 
flans;  2  hrs.  may  be  gained  by  going 
there  over  the  mountains  by  the  Col 
de  Tamie. 

If  the  traveller  have  time,  a  short 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Annecy 
to  Annecy-le-Vieux;  where,  on  the 
inner  and  S.  angle  of  the  tower,  a 
Roman  inscription  will  be  found. 

The  establishment  at  Crans,  of  the 
hydraulic  machines  for  the  draina^ 
of  the  lake,  is  also  deserving  of  a  visit. 

From  Annecy  to  Aix  there  is  no- 
thing remarkable.  The  road  passes 
through  a  rich  and  pleasing  country,  by 
the  villages  of  Vieugy  ana  Balmont  to 

If  Alby,  a  village  containing  about 
800  Inhab.  It  is  situated  on  the  Che- 
ron,  and  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
objects  between  Annecy  and  Aix  is 
its  fine  stone  brid^ — a  single  arch 
of  great  height  and  span,  which  is 
thrown  across  the  Cheron,  at  Alby. 
This  village  was  more  important  for- 
merly when  the  Comtes  of  Geneva 
surrounded  it  with  a  waU  and  castles, 
of  which  some  traces  exist,  which 
were  built  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
to  defend  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
Beyond  Alby  the  route  is  without 
particular  interest,  except  at 

1  Albens,  a  village  of  1000  Inhab. 
Beyond  Albens  the  road  soon  de- 
scends, and  overlooks  the  plain  of 
Aix,  where  that  town,  the  lake  of 
Bourget,  and  the  basin  of  Chambery, 
bounded  by  the  Mont  du  Chat,  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  the  Mont  Grenier,  pre- 
sent a  scene  of  singular  beauty. 

1  j  Aix  les  Bains  (Inns:  Poste,  very 
good; — H.  Venat,  clean  and  well  ma- 
naged, better  situated  than  the  Poste; 
charge  8  or  9  fr.  a-day  for  bed,  break- 
fast, and  dinner ; — H.  du  Pare).  The 
wine  of  Montmeillan  is  good.  There 
are  numerous  boarding-houses;  that 
of  M.  Guillaud  is  a  very  comfortable 
house.  Charges:  dinner 4  fr.;  break- 
fast 1-)  fr. ;  baths  in  the  house  at  1  fr. 
20  c. ;  douches  !•)  fr. 

This  watering-place  was  known  to 
the  Romans  under  the  name  of  Aquse 
Gratianie,  and  it  is  still  resorted  to 
on  account  of  its  mineral  springs, 
and  of  the  attractions  of  the  beautiful 
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country  roand  it,  W  more  than  2200 
visiters  yearly.  The  town  itself  is 
situated  at  a  little  distance  to  the  E. 
of  the  pretty  Lac  de  Bourget,  and 
contains  2000  Inhab.;  in  itself  it  has 
little  to  recommend  it,  and  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  to  promote 
the  accommodation  or  amusement  of 
strangers.  It  contains  several  Roman 
Hemains,  a  Triumphal  Arch,  in  a  de- 
based Doric  st^le,  probably  of  the  3rd 
or  4th  centuries,  raised  by  T.  Pom- 
peius  Campanus,  a  portion  of  an  Ionic 
Temple  of  Diana  or  Venus,  and  a  Va- 
pour Bath,  lined  with  bricks  and  mar- 
ble, with  hypocaust,  and  pipes  for  the 
water,  in  a  tolerably  perfect  state. 

Its  Mineral  Springs  are  warm  and 
sulphureous;  they  have  a  temperature 
varying  between  100°  and  1 17°  Fahr. 
The  Alum  Spring  (incorrectly  so  called, 
as  it  contains  no  alum)  issues  from 
beneath  an  antique  arch;  it  is  partly 
employed  in  douching  horses. 

The  Sulphur  Spring  is  exceedingly 
copious;  it  is  drunk  at  the  source,  and 
is  good  for  correcting  derangement  of 
the  digestive  organs.  These  waters, 
however,  are  chiefly  employed  for 
baths,  and  above  all  for  douche  baths. 
A  handsome  bath-house  has  been 
built  by  a  former  king  of  Sardinia, 
into  the  apartments  of  which  the  hot 
water  is  introduced  in  streams,  which 
descend  from  a  height  of  8  or  10  ft. 
upon  the  patient.  After  undergoing 
the  douching  process,  which  consists 
in  having  the  water  applied  to  various 
parts  of  the  body,  while  they  are  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  brisk  fric- 
tion by  the  hands  of  two  attendants, 
the  patient  is  wrapped  up,  dripping 
wet,  in  a  blanket,  carried  home  m  a 
sedan-chair,  and  put  into  a  warm  bed. 
A  brisk  perspiration  succeeds. 

Balls  are  given  twice  a  week  during 
the  season  in  the  room  at  the  Casino, 
where  there  is  also  a  reading-room. 
"  Bouge  et  noir  and  roulette  are  car- 
ried on  to  a  great  extent ;  but  no 
Sardinian  subject  is  allowed  to  play 
at  the  tables." — F. 

A  portion  of  the  time  not  occupied 
in  the  bathing  process  may  be  agree- 
ably employed  in  rides  and  walks  in 
the  neighbourhood,  whose  varied  and 
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beautiful  scenery  cannot  fail  to  afford 
pleasure  and  amusement.  The  fa- 
vourite excursion  is  to  Haute  Combe, 
on  the  opposite  or  N.W.  shore  of  the 
Lac  de  Bourget  (Borghetto).  This 
monastery,  beautifully  situated  by  the 
side  of  the  lake,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  was  founded  in  1125. 
Its  Grothic  chapels  were  the  burial- 
places  of  the  princes  of  Savoy,  canons 
of  Citeaux,  &c.  Among  them  was  an 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of 
Count  Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  in 
1 270.  The  building  was  pillaged  and 
desecrated  at  the  French  revolution; 
the  coffins  were  opened  and  rifled, 
and  the  monuments,  paintings,  and 
stained  glass  destroyed.  It  was,  how- 
ever, restored  by  Charles  Felix,  King 
of  Sardinia,  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
its  original  condition;  the  tombs  have 
been  renovated,  the  walls  painted 
afresh,  and  the  windows  replenished 
with  Bohemian  glass.  About  J^  m. 
behind  the  abbey  is  an  intermittent 
spring,  called  Fontaine  des  Merveilles. 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake  consists 
of  a  tall  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  and  extendmg  from  Haute 
Combe  to  the  castle  of  Bordeau.  One 
of  the  meditations  of  Lamartine,  that 
entitled  "Le  Lac,"  was  inspired  by 
the  scenery  of  this  spot  Behind 
Bordeau  commences  the  ascent  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  the  probable  route  of 
Hannibal;  the  old  Koman  read  has 
been  recently  replaced  b^  a  fine  cause- 
way, skilfully  conducted  in  zigzags  up 
the  hill. 

An  agreeable  way  of  visiting  the 
scenery  of  the  lake  is  to  take  a  boat 
from  Aix  to  Haute  Combe,  and  then 
send  it  to  wait  at  the  little  village  of 
Bordeau,  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Mont  du  Chat;  and  after  visiting 
the  chapel  and  fountain,  walk  by 
agreeable  by-paths  along  the  heights 
which  skirt  the  S.  side  of  the  lake, 
and  descend  by  the  great  road  from 
the  Mont  du  Chat  (p.  360).  The 
boats  are  ill  built  and  worse  ap- 
pointed, requiring  3  men.  The  tnp 
will  cost  about  8  or  9.  frs. 

Steamers  now  ply  on  the  lake  of 
Bourget,  between  Chambery  and  Aix, 
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and  Lyons  by  the  Upper  Rhone,  dur- 
ing the  season,  3  times  a  week.  The 
steamers  are  small  and  dirty,  and  the 
voyage  tedious. — B.  S.  A  very  tor- 
tuous canal  carries  the  waters  of  the 
lake  into  the  rirer  Rhone,  where  the 
appearance  of  a  steamer,  winding 
about  like  a  vast  animal  in  the  mea- 
dows, is  sufficiently  strange. 

The  length  of  the  entire  voyage  de- 
scending is  about  9  hrs.;  but  a  long 
and  vexatious  delay  takes  place  at  the 
douanes  both  of  Savoy  and  France, 
which  makes  it  from  2  to  3  hrs.  more. 
The  ascent  of  the  Rhone  from  Lyons 
is  very  tedious,  requiring  22  hrs.;  the 
scenery  is  not  generally  remarkable, 
but  there  are  some  points  both  strik- 
ing and  exciting;  the  most  remark* 
able  of  these  is  at  the  Saut  du  JihSne, 
where  the  channel  narrows  into  a 
deep  ravine  between  vast  overhanging 
rocks,  those  on  the  side  of  France 
surmounted  by  the  garrison  of  Pierre 
Chatel  in  a  most  commanding  situ- 
ation: through  this  narrow  channel 
the  water  rushes  in  fur^  amidst  vast 
rocks,  but  the  pilots  with  great  skill 
pass  in  safety,  and  immediately  below 
the  point  of  greatest  danger,  shoot 
beneath  a  bridge  of  iron  wire  that 
connects  the  frontiers  of  France  and 
Savoy  under  the  fort  of  Pierre  ChateL 
The  most  difficult  navigation  in  the 
ascent  is  to  work  the  steamer  up  the 
rapid  in  this  ravine.  See  Handbook 
FOR  France. 

At  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake 
was  the  castle  of  Bourget,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  ancient  counts  of  Savoy, 
down  to  the  time  of  Amedeus  V.  or 
the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  it  in  1249. 
He  sent  for  the  painter  Giorgio  di 
Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto,  to  deco- 
rate its  interior  ;  and  some  fragments 
of  fresco,  now  nearly  effiiceo^  in  a 
cabinet  formed  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  of  one  of  the  towers,  are  pro- 
bably a  part  of  his  work. 

The  route  from  Aix  is  very  beau- 
tiful as  it  passes  below-  the  finely 
wooded  slopes  of  the  Mont  d'Azi  and 
Dent  de  Nivolet,  its  undulations  often 
presenting  views  of  the  lake  of  Bour- 

Set,  and  the  fine  range  of  the  Mont 
u  Chat.    The  approach  to 


2  Chamb^ry  (Rte.  127)  is  highly 
picturesque,  and  offers  some  beauti- 
ful views. 

ROUTE  120  a. 

from  GENEVA  TO  AIGUEBELLE,  ON  THE 
CENTS  ROAD,  AVOIDING  CHAMBERY, 

On  this  road  there  is  a  saving  of 
2J  postes — viz. 

1^  St.  Julien,  including  ^  poste  de 
faveur. 

2  Cruseilles,  extra  horse  all  the 
year  (p.  350). 

2i  Annecy,  (See  Rte.  120.) 
3j  Faverges.  Faverges  is  not  a 
regular  post  station,  but  the  landlord 
of  the  Hotel  de  la  Poste  will  supply 
horses  at  the  tariff.  A  new  road  has 
been  made  from  Faverges  to  AJbert- 
ville  (FHopital)  along  Uie  plain,  by 
which  the  dirty  town  and  hill  of  Ugine 
are  avoided. 

3  Albertville  (L'Hopital). 

3  Aiguebelle.  Leaving  Albertville 
the  road  passes  through  Grcsy  ;  it 
there  leaves  the  Montmeillan  road, 
and  shortly  after  crosses  the  Is^re  by 
a  wooden  bridge,  where  a  toll  is  paid 
(18  sous  for  a  carriage  with  2  horses 
and  3  persons). — C.  H. 

ROUTE  121. 

GENEVA  TO  CHAMBl^RY,    BY  ROMILLY. 

12J  postes.  There  is  so  little  to 
interest  the  traveller  in  this  route, 
that  it  is  generally  avoided  by  stran* 
gers,  who  prefer  going  by  Annecy, 
&ough  it  is  a  little  furtner  round. 

1^  St.  Julien  (including  ^  poste  de 
faveur).  Here  the  route  by  Annecy 
separates  from  that  by  RumiUy  :  the 
latter  takes  a  more  westerly  course 
toward  the  Rhone  ;  it  rises  over  the 
ridge  of  the  Mount  Sion,  but  at  a 
place  1200  ft.  lower  than  the  point 
of  passage  to  Annecy.  Hence  it  de« 
scends  into  l^e  beautifiil  little  valley 
of  the  Usses  at 

2|  jF\rangy  (extra  horse  all  the  year), 
a  neat  little  town,  with  good  houses, 
and  tolerable  inns.  Many  Roman  an- 
tiquities, in  coins,  medals,  and  in- 
scriptions, have  been  found  here. 

The  road  rises  steeply  from  tho 
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ascended  through  its  steep  streets  to 
where  two  roads  branch  off:  one,  on 
the  1.,  leads  to  Aix ;  the  other,  on  the 
rt.,  proceeds  alone  the  mountain  side, 
on  wie  rt.  bank  of  the  Isdre,  to 

St,  Pierre  d'Albigny,  a  neat  little 
town  with  a  good  inn.  There  is  no- 
thing worthy  of  notice  before  reach- 
ing St.  Pierre.  The  Isfere  flows 
through  a  portion  only  of  its  broad 
winter  bed,  leaving  the  blanched 
stones  to  mark  its  extent  at  that  sea- 
son. The  slopes  around  Montmeillan 
and  St.  Pierre  are  celebrated  for  the 
wine  they  produce. 

A  little  beyond  St.  Pierre  is  a  fine 
feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  valley, 
the  Ch&teaa  de  Miolans.  It  is  buut 
on  a  mass  of  rock  jutting  out  of  the 
mountain  side  in  a  most  commanding 
situation.  The  ascent  is  gradual  to  the 
platform,  which  on  the  top  of  the  rock 
is  extensive  enough  for  the  castle. 
Its  elevation  is  about  800  or  900  ft. 
above  the  Is^re,  commanding  exten- 
sive views  up  and  down  the  valley, 
and  across  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc; 
for  it  is  nearly  opposite  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Arc  and  the  Isfere. 

"  The  old  towers  of  the  Chateau 
de  Miolans  overhang  inaccessible  pre- 
cipices, four  or  five  times  their  height. 
The  look-out  upon  the  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  below,  from  the 
slits  which  serve  as  windows  to  the 
cells  in  the  towers,  must  often  to  the 
poor  prisoners  within  (for  this  was 
the  state  prison  of  Savoy)  have  cre- 
ated a  desire  for  liberty,  and  at  the 
same  moment  have  crushed  the  hope 
of  its  attainment. 

**  The  chateau  originally  belonged 
to  one  of  the  most  ancient  families  in 
Savoy,  distinguished  as  early  as  the 
ninth  cent.  Between  that  period  and 
the  sixteenth,  many  of  the  barons 
of  Miolans  were  celebrated  as  sol- 
diers, and  other  members  of  the 
family  were  eminent  in  the  church,  as 
bishops  of  the  Maurienne  ;  but  the 
male  line  becoming  extinct  in  1523, 
the  chfttean  was  bought  by  Charles 
m.,  duke  of  Savoy,  and  converted 
into  a  state  prison,  which  continued 
to  be  its  appropriation  until  the  events 
of  the  French  revolution  united  Savoy 


vale  of  the  Usses,  and  is  carried  over 
a  country  where  the  vaUe^  of  the 
Rhone  can  be  traced,  which  is,  at  one 
point,  only  a  few  miles  from  Seissel ; 
there  it  takes  a  course,  up,  and  high 
above  the  valley  of  the  Cheron,  and 
presents  many  and  extensive  views 
into  and  over  this  valley.  This  is  the 
most  picturesque  part  of  the  route. 
1^  Mionas,  extra  horse  all  the  year. 

1  j  Rumilly,  Here  the  Cheron,  near 
its  confluence  with  the  Elpha,  is 
crossed.  A  poor  place,  affording  poor 
accommodation.  The  antiquity  of 
Rumilly,  RumUlioGum,  is  high ;  it  lay 
in  the  principal  road  from  Aix  to 
Geneva,  but  nothing  is  known  of  its 
early  history ;  and  at  a  later  period 
traces  of  a  fire  or  a  plague  alone 
mark  the  progress  of  time  in  the 
history  of  most  of  the  Savoyard  towns 
of  this  class.  It  has  now  a  population 
of  nearly  4000. 

From  Rumilly  to 

IJ  Alhms  the  drive  is  very  beau- 
tiful, especially  under  the  hill  of 
Chantagne,  where  the  village  of  Blove 
is  situated.  At  Albens  the  roads  by 
Rumilly  and  Annecy  from  Geneva  to 
Chaml>ery  unite.  A  little  off  the  road 
at  Gresy  is  a  cascade,  in  visiting 
which,  a  lady,  in  the  suite  of  Queen 
Hortense,  lost  her  life,  perishing  by  a 
fall  over  the  precipice  before  the  eyes 
of  her  friends. 

li  Aix  les  Bains,  Rte.  120. 

2  Chambery,  Rte.  127. 

ROUTE  122. 

CHAMB^BY  TO  LANSLEBOUBa  BY  L*h6- 
PriAL  OONFLANS,  M0UTIEB8,  TIGNES, 
AND  THE  COL  d'iSERAN. 

A  post-road  to  THSpital  (Albert- 
ville)  6^  posts. 

2  Montmeillan,  (Rte.  127.)  Here 
the  routes  to  the  Mont  Cenis  and  the 
Val  Is^re  divide  :  the  former  crosses 
the  Is^re  to  enter  the  valley  of  the 
Arc  at  Aiguebelle,  and  continues  in 
it  to  Lanslebourg  ;  the  latter  ascends 
nearly  up  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
Is^re,  and  after  crossing  the  Col 
diseran,  descends  by  the  valley  of 
the  Arc  to  Lanslebourg. 

Montmeillan  is  left,  after  having 
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to  France,  when  the  castle  of  Mio- 
lans  was  dismantled.  However  strong 
it  might  have  been  as  a  prison,  as  a 
military  station,  at  least  since  the  use 
of  cannon,  it  must  have  been  defence- 
less. Now  it  is  interesting  only  to 
the  painter  and  the  antiquary  ;  rank 
weeds  fill  its  courts,  its  drawbridges 
are  decayed  ;  its  walls  are  crumbling 
to  the  earth,  and  bear  to  oblivion  in 
their  ruin  the  names  written  upon 
them  by  the  soldier  in  the  guard- 
room, and  the  captive  in  his  celL 
Where  formerly  the  sighs  of  the  poor 
wretch  pierced  the  walls  of  the  dun- 
geon, blasts  of  wind  have  now  passed 
urough  a  thousand  rents,  and  whistled 
the  requiem  of  feudal  tyranny."  — 
Journals  of  an  Alpine  Traveller. 

A  path  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
road  leads  down  through  the  meadows 
and  vineyards  to  the  village  of  Fra- 
terive  in  the  road  beyond  Miolans; 
thence  through  the  village  of 

24  Gresy,  and  the  hamlets  of  St 
Vial  and  Fronteney,  to 

If  Albertville  (rHopital)  in  Route 
119.  The  distance  hence  to  Moutiers 
is  calculated  at  3^  posts. 

At  THopital  the  Arly  is  crossed 
to  pursue  the  course  to  the  upper  val- 
ley of  the  Is^re,  a  district  distinguished 
as  the  Tarentaise.  The  journey  to 
Moutiers,  distant  about  16  Eng.  m.,  is 
through  a  picturesque  valley.  The 
road  lies  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Isere, 
through  a  succession  of  beautiful 
scenes.  The  direction  of  the  valley 
in  ascending  from  Montmeillan  to 
Conflans  is  N.E.,  but  from  Conllans  to 
Moutiers  it  is  a  little  E.  of  S. 

Above  Conflans  the  valley  is  much 
narrower;  the  lower  ranges  of  the 
mountains  are  more  richly  wooded, 
the  valley  retired  and  pastoral  in  its 
character.  The  ruins  of  Castles  are 
often  seen,  on  heights  that  jut  out  on 
rocks  in  commancQng  situations  from 
the  rich  backgrounds  of  forest 
trees. 

The  first  village  that  is  passed  is 
La  Batie  (Oblimum),  and  the  next  of 
any  importance  is Boche-Cavins,  which 
is  about  half-way  between  Conflans 
and  Moutiers.  About  10  m.  from 
Conflans,  near  the  hamlet  of  Petit 


Cceur,  there  is  a  fine  cataract,  which 
dashes  down  amidst  immense  rocks, — 
a  spot  forming  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  general  fertility  and  repose  of  the 
valley.  About  3  m.  farther  the  valley 
opens  into  a  rich  little  p»lain,  where 
the  pretty  village  of  Aigueblanche 
is  situated.  Here  the  road  rises,  and, 
having  passed  its  crest,  descends  into 
a  deep  defile  that  leads  to  Moutiers, 
by  a  road  terraced  on  the  steep  slope 
of  this  ravine,  from  which  it  abruptly 
enters  the  basin  of  the  Val  Is^re,  in 
which  Moutiers  Tarentaise  {Daren- 
tasia)  is  situated  on  the  confluence  of 
the  Is^re,  and  the  Doron  of  BozeL 

3^  Moutiers. — {Inns:  Hotel  de  la 
Diligence; — a  small  inn,  Chez  Vizioz, 
both  dirty ;  the  former  perhaps  the 
worst.)  Inhab.  2000.  This  capital  of 
the  Tarentaise  derives  its  present  name 
from  an  old  monastery,  which  was 
built  at  a  little  distance  from  the  an- 
cient Darentasia,  which  was  destroyed 
many  centuries  since.  The  ancient 
city  was  the  seat  of  the  bishops  of 
Darentasia;  and  it  is  highly  probable 
that  in  this  city,  which  gave  its  name 
to  the  bishopric  as  early  as  the  year 
420,  and  to  the  province  of  the  Ta- 
rentaise— having  been  destroyed  at 
an  unrecorded  period — its  oishops 
built  at  a  little  distance  another 
church,  and  a  monastery  for  the 
clergy,  who  came  to  fix  their  resi- 
dence in  the  present  Moutiers;  and 
preserved  the  primitive  title  of  their 
seat,  which  has  not  varied  for  13  cen- 
turies. That  no  vestiges  of  the  an- 
cient city  should  have  been  found 
is  not  very  extraordinary,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  Ostrogoths,  and 
the  Lombards  in  the  7th  century,  and 
the  Saracens  twice  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury, having  penetrated  into  the  val- 
leys of  the  Maritime,  Cottian,  and 
Graian  Alps,  destroyed  the  habita- 
tions, and  ruined  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages. It  is  often  afterwards  men- 
tioned in  local  archives  connected  with 
the  church,  and  in  the  wars  of  the 
16th  and  17th  centuries,  and  in  1630, 
when  it  was  almost  depopulated  by 
the  plague.  The  history  of  its  church 
is  perfect  from  its  first  archbishopric 
in  420  to  its  last  in  1793,  a  period  of 
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1373  years.  The  city  now  contains 
an  hospital  for  the  poor,  which  was 
founded  in  the  10th  century,  and  an 
Ecole  des  Mines,  with  a  laboratory  for 
practical  examination  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  mines  of  Pesey.  The  sur- 
rounding country  is  one  of  especial 
interest  to  the  geologist. 

The  Salt-works  are  now  the  distin- 
guishing feature  of  Moutiers.  They 
are  admirably  conducted,  and  produce 
nearly  1500  tons  of  salt  yearly,  ex- 
tracted from  a  saline  source  which  is 
only  impregnated  to  the  amount  of 
1*83  per  cent.,  even  in  the  strongest 
of  its  three  springs. 

These  springs  rise  at  the  base  of  a 
vast  mass  of  limestone,  in  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Doron,  about  a  mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Isere. 
The  water  rises  with  force  from  its 
source,  and  emits  carbonic  gas  and 
a  little  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  The 
springs  are  warm,  and  that  of  the 
strongest  99°  Fahrenheit.  During 
the  great  earthquake  of  Lisbon,  the 
salines  of  Moutiers  ceased  to  flow  for 
48  hours :  when  the  reflux  took  place 
the  quantity  was  increased,  but  the 
saline  impregnation  was  weaker.  The 
salt-works  at  Bex  (Route  56)  are  con- 
ducted in  a  similar  way,  but  with  a 
vast  difference  in  the  saline  strength 
of  the  water.  At  Moutiers  it  has 
scarcely  half  the  strength  of  that  of 
sea-water;  yet  it  is  worked  to  some 
profit  by  the  simplicity  of  the  process, 
and  the  use  of  water  as  the  motive 
power  for  the  pumps. 

Besides  common  salt,  the  water 
contains,  in  small  proportions,  sul- 
phate of  lime,  sulphate  of  soda,  sul- 
phate and  muriate  of  magnesia,  and 
oxide  of  iron. 

There  are  four  great  evaporating- 
houses  filled  with  faggots  of  black- 
thorn. The  water  from  the  mines  is 
pumped  to  the  top  of  the  first  and 
second  of  these,  which  are  uncovered, 
and  then  allowed  to  pass  through 
perforated  canals,  slowly  dropping 
through  the  woodstacks  and  spread- 
ing over  the  extensive  surface  of  the 
branches.  By  this  process  the  sul- 
phate of  lime  attaches  itself  to  the 
wood,  and  the  water  loses  so  much 


by  evaporation,  that  the  proportion  of 
salt,  a&er  the  operation,  is  increased 
nearly  one-half:  i.e.  to  about  3  per 
cent.  It  is  then  pumped  above  the 
third  house,  constructed  in  the  same 
way,  except  that  it  is  covered,  to  pre- 
vent the  saline  solution  from  being 
again  weakened  by  rain.  In  this, 
the  evaporation  leaves  the  solution  of 
the  strength  of  12  per  cent.  A  fourth 
house  now  receives  it,  and  in  favour- 
able weather  it  there  acquires  a 
strength  of  22  degrees.  The  process 
of  pumping,  after  percolation  and 
evaporation,  is  carried  on  by  the  force 
of  a  canal  of  water,  detached  from  the 
Doron,  and  the  machinery  scarcely 
ever  requires  interference. 

When  the  brine  has  acquired  the 
strength  of  20  per  cent,  it  is  con- 
ducted into  a  large  building,  where 
there  are  boiling  pans,  and  the  salt  is 
crystallised  in  the  usual  manner. 

So  much  fuel  is  saved  by  this  sys- 
tem of  evaporation  by  the  air,  that 
only  one  sixteenth  of  the  fuel  is  con- 
sumed which  would  be  required  for 
evaporating  the  weak  brine  as  it  comes 
from  the  springs.  The  faggots  are 
changed  once  in  about  5  or  6  years: 
they  decay  soonest  in  the  first  eva- 
porating-houses,  where  the  solution  is 
weakest;  those  in  the  3rd  and  4th  are 
more  durable,  from  the  coating  of 
selenite  they  acquire,  which,  when 
broken  off,  resembles  the  stems  and 
branches  of  encrinites. 

There  is  another  mode  of  evapo- 
rating from  cords,  invented  by  an  m- 
genious  Savoyard,  of  the  name  of 
Buttel.  It  consists  in  suspending 
cords  from  the  roof,  and  fixing  them 
tight  at  the  bottom:  they  are  about 
16  ft.  long.  These  cords  are  placed 
as  thickly  as  possible,  consistent  with 
free  ventilation;  and  the  upper  ends 
are  so  fastened,  that  the  water  pumped 
over  them  trickles  down,  only  by 
these   cords,    very    slowly.    By    re- 

Seatedly  allowing  the  brine  thus  to 
escend,  the  greater  part  of  the  water 
is  evaporated,  and  the  cords  left  in- 
crusted  with  a  cylinder  of  crystallized 
gypsum,  which  is  detached  by  a  par- 
ticular instrument.  This  practice  of 
completing  the  process,  by  evapora- 
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tion  in  the  air,  is  discontinued  now, 
though  the  cords  are  used  for  getting 
a  higher  concentration  of  the  brine 
than  heretofore :  this  strong  solution 
is  sent,  like  the  rest,  to  the  boiling 
pans.  The  weak  solution  used  to  rot 
the  cords;  but  by  only  using  them 
after  5  per  cent,  had  been  obtained  in 
the  solution,  they  have  been  known  to 
remain  30  years  in  use  without  being 
changed;  some  of  these,  originally  ^ 
an  inch  in  diameter,  are  coated  with 
gypsum  2  or  3  inches  thick.  These 
works  belong  to  the  government, 
though  they  yield  an  annual  profit  of 
only  50,000  fr.=  2000/. 

From  Moutiers  to  Bourg  St  Mau- 
rice the  road  again  takes  a  N.E.  di- 
rection; and,  on  leaving  the  little 
basin  of  Moutiers  to  ascend  the  Is^re, 
it  passes  through  a  gorge  which  con- 
tinues a  short  way,  and  then  opens  at 
the  village  of  St.  Marcel.  The  scenery 
around  is  very  fine  and  picturesque. 
The  road,  which  formerly  passed  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Isere,  now  rises 
high  on  the  right  bank,  and  is  carried 
over  a  neck  of  rock  at  a  great  hei|;ht 
above  the  torrent  The  view  looking 
down  and  back  upon  St  Marcel  from 
the  rock  is  very  fine.  This  road  was 
made  by  Victor  Emanuel,  Duke  of 
Savoy,  m  1766.  The  defile  at  the 
base  of  this  rock  is  only  wide  enough 
for  the  torrent  of  the  Is^re. 

The  valley  opens  above  this  defile ; 
and  immediately  beyond  it,  below  the 
road,  is  seen  the  village  of  Centron, 
still  preserving  the  name  of  the  Cen- 
trones,  an  Alpine  people  who  inha- 
bited this  valley. 

About  10  m.  from  Moutiers  is 

Aime  (Axuma),  one  of  the  chief 
towns  of  the  Centrones,  and,  accord- 
ing to  inscriptions  found  there,  was 
evidently  called  Forum  Claudii  before 
the  name  of  Axuma  was  given  to  it. 
On  a  hill  above  it,  there  are  the  re- 
mains of  Koman  fortifications:  some 
round  towers  of  great  antiquity,  both 
in  the  town  and  on  the  site  of  the  an- 
cient fort,  are  stiU  standing,  the  ma- 
sonry having  been  strong  enough  to 
hold  the  masses  together  through  so 
many  ages.  There  is  also  a  subter- 
raneous   communication  which    tra- 


verses the  town,  from  some  ruins,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  a  temple,  to  the 
tor  tress;  die  vault  of  this  passage  is 
supported  hy  columns  of  stone,  each 
shaft  of  a  single  piece.  Here  some 
inscriptions  have  been  found,  particu- 
larly one  in  honour  of  Trajan. 

An  ancient  communication  between 
the  town  and  the  fort  may  also  be 
traced  in  steps  cut  out  of  the  rock 
upon  which  the  latter  stands.  That 
the  former  extent  of  Aime  greatly 
exceeded  its  present  boundaries,  viras 
shown  by  some  discoveries  of  subter- 
raneous structures  opened  in  forming 
a  new  road  into  the  Upper  Tarentaise 
in  1760. 

Above  Aime  the  formation  of  a  new 
carriage  road  is  in  progress,  and  the 
inhabitants  hope  that  their  Govern- 
ment wiU  soon  open  it  across  the 
Little  St.  Bernard,  and  make  this  a 
high  road  to  Turin.  The  beauty  and 
interest  of  such  a  route  cannot  mil  to 
induce  a  great  influx  of  strangers, 
besides  the  benefit  of  communication 
between  different  communities  of  the 
same  state. 

Generally,  the  valley  of  the  Isdre, 
from  Aime  to  Bourg  St  Maurice,  is 
wild  and  dreary,  and  not  picturesque. 
The  vine  grows  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Bellentres,  which  is  nearly  opposite 
to  the  village  and  valley  of  Landri, 
that  lead  to  the  mines  of  Pesey,  the 
most  celebrated  in  Savoy.  They  are 
situated  near  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Chaife-Quarre,  and  more  than 
5000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea: 
the  ore  is  a  fine-grained  sulphuret  of 
lead;  it  contains  about  60  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton.  These  mines  in  1785 
yielded  annually  about  4000  marks  of 
silver,  and  40,000  quintals  of  lead: 
they  are  now  less  productive.  The 
height  of  the  mines  is  a  serious  ob- 
stacle to  their  being  worked  to  great 
advantage. 

As  the  valley  is  ascended,  the  pass 
of  the  Little  St  Bernard  opens  to  the 
observer  a  more  obvious  course  than 
that  of  the  road  up  the  Is^re,  which 
turns  again  from  St  Maurice  to  the 
£.  and  S.S.E.,  and  continues  in  this 
direction  to  its  source  in  the  Iseran. 

Bourg  St,   Maurice  (Berigentrum) 
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Inns:  H.  des  Voyageurs,  ehez  Mavat, 
good  ;  H.  Royal,  fair.     (Rte.  114.) 

Thus  far  up  the  Val  Isere  there  is 
a  good  char  or  carriage  road,  but 
beyond  St.  Maurice  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  go  further  up  the  valley,  to 
go  on  horseback  or  on  foot ;  it  re- 
quires one  day  to  go  from  Bourg  St. 
Maurice  to  La  Val,  and  another 
across  the  Col  d'Iseran  to  Lanslebourg 
and  the  Mont  Cenis. 

From  Bourg  St.  Maurice  to  St. 
Foi,  see  Rte.  113.  The  approach  to 
St.  Foi  from  the  meadows  below  it 
offers  one  of  the  most  beautiful  scenes 
in  the  yalleys  of  the  Alps.  Having 
climbed  the  tortuous  and  difficult 
chaussee  which  leads  to  the  village, 
the  route  continues  for  a  long  way  by 
a  wild  and  lofty  path  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  high  above  the  torrent, 
through  the  village  of  La  TuiUe  to 
Brennieres. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  savage 
grandeur  of  this  route  ; — the  deep 
ravine  is  too  narrow  for  the  structure 
of  a  path  lower  down  towards  the 
torrent.  On  the  opposite  side  the 
enormous  glaciers  that  stretch  from 
the  Chaife-Quarre  along  the  crest  of 
the  mountains,  offer  the  grandest 
scene  of  its  class  to  be  found  any- 
where in  the  Alps.  A  most  mag- 
nificent view  thus  presented  is  oppo- 
site to  the  village  of  La  Gure,  of 
which  the  spire  seems  to  touch  the 
glaciers.  More  than  once  this  village 
has  been  destroyed  bv  the  fall  of  ice 
and  rocks  ;  but  the  danger  is  defied 
for  the  sake  of  the  little  land  which 
its  terrace  above  the  l&hre  affords. 
From  the  melting  glaciers  above,  the 
white  lines  of  a  handred  cataracts 
seem  to  stream  down  upon  the  village. 
Soon  after  passing  La  Gure  the 
road  yet  ascends  to  a  ridge,  which 
being  crossed,  the  path  leads  steeply 
down  to  the  Is^re  m  the  depth  of  the 
ravine.  Here  Alpine  horrors  await 
the  traveller.  The  overhanging  rocks 
darken  the  pass,  and  a  fragile  bridge 
only,  in  a  wild  situation  over  a  lateral 
stream,  enables  the  traveller  to  ascend 
the  valley.  A  little  bevond  this  brid^^e 
the  defile  opens  into  tne  plain  and  vil- 
lage of 


Brennieres.  Here  the  Isdre  is 
crossed,  and  the  path  ascends  on  the 
other  side  through  a  rugged  pine 
forest^  where  the  path  is  carried  very 
high  to  avoid  a  ravine.  The  eye  can- 
not penetrate  to  its  depth,  though  the 
roar  of  the  torrent  is  heard  in  these 
solitudes.  In  passing  over  this  ridge, 
there  is  one  spot  where  a  cleft  in  the 
mountain  side  can  be  passed  only 
upon  the  trees,  rocks,  and  stones, 
wiiich  the  peasants  have  jammed  into 
it,  to  form  a  path,  which  thence  de- 
scending almost  to  the  river  side,  con- 
tinues a  short  way  only,  before  an- 
other expansion  of  the  valley  forms  a 
little  well-cultivated  plain,  in  which 
lies  the  chief  village  of  the  vallejr, — 

Tignes,  The  approach  to  it,  is- 
suing from  the  defile  below,  is  very 
striking.  The  inhabitants  are  robust 
and  independent,  and  are  great  breed- 
ers of  mules  and  cattle.  Directly  op- 
posite to  Tignes  is  a  valley,  where 
one  may  pass  by  the  Col  de  Large  to 
Entre-deux-Eaux.     (Rte.  123.) 

On  leaving  the  plain  of  Tignes,  a 
steep  ruggea  path  leads  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  to  pass  another  of  those  ra- 
vines, which  in  this  valley  so  singu- 
larly alternate  with  the  little  plains. 

This,  the  last,  separates  the  plain 
of  Tignes  from  that  of  Laval.  The 
forest  trees,  from  their  greater  eleva- 
tion, are  more  stunted,  the  rocks  more 
denuded,  and  the  whole  passage  be- 
tween the  two  villages  is  unmatched 
in  apparent  danger  from  falling  rocks, 
and  in  savage  wildness.  In  the  midst, 
a  fragile  bridge  crosses  the  torrent, 
and  soon  after  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self in  the  plain  of  Laval ;  where 
barley  is  raised,  and  where  irrigation 
is  so  well  managed,  that  there  is  an 
appearance  of  luxuriant  vegetation. 
Laval  is  2  hrs.  above  Tignes,  and 
is  the  highest  church  village  in  the 
Val  Isere:  it  is  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains,  which  are  crested  with 
snow  and  glaciers.  At  the  head  of 
the  valley,  the  Col  de  Galese,  above 
its  glaciers,  can  easily  be  seen.  (Rte. 
112.) 

A  miserable  hovel  called  an  inn  is 
the  only  place  of  reception  at  Laval. 
Professor  Forbes  says  that  "  at  Tig- 
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DCS,  3  hours*  walk  from  St.  Foi,  and 
5  from  Boure  St  Maurice,  there  is 
a  humble  and  clean  inn,  Chez  Bock, 
where  the  traveller  is  advised  strongly 
to  stay  and  pass  the  night  instead  of 
encountering  the  dirt  and  discomfort 
of  the  filthy  inn  of  Laval.  From 
Tignes  to  Lanslebourg  is  not  a  very 
long  day's  journey."  If,  however,  the 
traveller  intend  to  cross  the  Galese  to 
the  Val  d'Orca  or  the  Val  de  Fomo 
in  Piedmont,  he  cannot  sleep  too  near 
the  glaciers,  in  order  to  pass  them  at 
an  early  hour.  Laval  should  in  this 
case  be  his  resting  place.  It  is  cen- 
trically  placed  in  a  noble  country, 
and  only  wants  a  better  inn.  **  There 
are  routes  from  Laval.     1.  A  mule 

Sath  to  Lanslebourg,  by  the  Koche 
'Or,  a  very  picturesque  mountain, 
and  Termignon.  2.  By  the  Val  de 
Rhemes  to  Aosta,  shorter  but  higher 
than  the  Galese,  and  reputed  more 
hazardous.  These  two  may  probably 
be  taken  as  conveniently  from  Tignes, 
with  a  variation  in  the  ascent.  3.  Di- 
rect to  Gros  Cavallo  between  the  Col 
d'Iseran  and  the  Galese.  The  two 
last  are  difficult."— A.  T.  M. 

To  cross  the  Col  dTseran  the  path 
ascends  gradually  from  the  valley,  by 
a  stunted  pine  forest  There  is  a 
hamlet  called  Fomo,  further  up  the 
valley  on  the  route  to  the  Galese,  but 
this  IS  avoided,  and  by  the  time  the 
'  traveller  arrives  opposite  to  it  he  has 
attained  a  great  elevation.  The  path 
to  the  Col  requires  a  guide  from  La- 
val, as  the  course  is  confused  by 
sheep  tracks  leading  to  different  pas- 
turages, and  the  true  path  is  only 
known  by  bearings :  the  ascent  is 
easy.  Some  crosses  mark  the  loss  of 
life  in  these  solitudes;  in  one  instance 
by  murder,  in  another  a  poor  soldier 
was  found  dead  from  cold  and  ex- 
haustion. Near  the  summit,  the  soil 
produces  myriads  of  flowers,  and  of 
great  variety.  On  looking  back  upon 
the  ridge  of  the  great  chain  the  view 
is  exceedingly  grand,  but  not  so  fine 
as  from  the  Col  dTseran,  and  during 
the  descent  on  the  other  side.  Here 
the  traveller  looks  over  a  thousand 
peaks,  whose  black  and  scathed  pre- 
cipices appear  to  spring  out  of  the 


sea  of  glaciers  which  extends  from 
the  Levanna  (Rte.  112)  to  the  Boche 
Melun  (Rte.  127). 

From  the  col,  the  course  lies  down 
the  denuded  slopes  to  an  elevated 
pasturage,  which  narrows  to  a  valley 
terminating  in  a  defile  above  deep 
precipices,  where  a  cataract  falls 
across  the  path.  From  this  ravine 
the  descent  is  very  difficult  and  fa- 
tiguing down  to  the  plain  below, 
where  the  pasturages  and  chalets  of 
St.  Barthelemi,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bonneval,  o^r  abimdant 
summer  resources  to  the  herds  and 
flocks  of  the  proprietors. 

From  these  pasturages  the  descent 
is  steep  and  wearying.  The  valley 
of  the  Arc  is  seen  below,  and  on  the 
left,  looking  up  to  the  head  of  the 
valley,  the  glaciers  of  the  Levanna 
seem  to  fill  it  ;  across  these  a  path 
leads  in  5  hrs.  to  Gros  Cavallo  in  the 
Val  Fomo,  and  thence  in  10  hrs.  to 
Lanzo,  in  Piedmont. 

The  first  village  reached  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arc  is  Bonneval:  here  the 
inn  is  detestable:  so,  in  fact,  are  all 
in  the  valley,  until  the  traveller  reach 
Lanslebourg,  distant  4  hrs.  down  the 
valley  from  Bonneval. 

From  Laval  to  Bonneval,  by  the 
Col  dTseran,  is  a  walk  of  4  or  5  hrs. 

After  crossing  the  Arc,  the  road 
descends  to  Bessans,  passing  on  the 
left  the  valley  of  Averole,  by  which 
the  Col  de  Lautaret  and  the  valleys 
of  Viu  and  Lanzo,  on  the  side  of 
Piedmont,  may  be  reached — one  of 
the  wildest  passes  in  the  Alps. 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  again  crossed, 
and  a  high  ridge  is  passed  which  di- 
vides the  commune  of  Bessans  from 
that  of  Lans  le  Villard,  a  village 
about  a  league  above  Lansleboursp. 
From  Lans  Te  Villard  a  path  leads 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Mont 
Cenis.  If  the  traveller  have  started 
early,  he  may  reach  the  post-house 
on  the  mountain  on  the  aay  of  his 
departure  from  LavaL  If  he  be  late, 
it  will  be  better  to  proceed  down  the 
valley  to 

LiEinslebourg,  and  enjoy  the  comfort 
of  an  excellent  inn  there — the  Hotel 
Royal.     (Rte.  127.) 
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BOUTE  123.  except  the  castle,  and  this  has  been 

demolished.  A  few  miserable  houses, 
rebuilt  around  the  Salines,  await  a 
similar  fate  from  the  threatening  ap- 
pearance of  the  rocks  above. 

The  castle,  however,  remained  long 
after  the  destruction  of  the  town  in 
the  14th  century.  Books  still  exist 
which  were  printed  by  Maurice  Mer- 
million  at  the  chateau  very  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  printing.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  first  press  in  Savoy 
was  established  there,  and  that  Mer- 
million  was  the  Caxton  of  the  Ta> 
rentaise. 

Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  From 
the  confluence,  the  road  into  the  val- 
ley of  Bozel  takes  an  easterly  direc- 
tion through  scenes  which  are  rich 
in  wood  and  highly  cultivated,  and 
where  there  are  many  beautiful  points 
of  view. 

Brida  or  La  Perri^re,  1  hr.  from 
Moutiers.  (Inns:  Etablissement  des 
Bains,  best;  nas  2  tables-d'hote  daily, 
and  a  reading-room:  there  are  others.) 
This  village  and  watering-place  is  re- 
sorted to  in  summer  by  invalids  on 
account  of  its  mineral  springs.  The 
waters  are  so  much  impregnated  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  to  be  per- 
fectly detestable  to  the  taste.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  is,  according 
to  Dr.  Socquet,  99^°. 

The  views  are  extremely  fine,  and 
the  neighbourhood  aboun(&  in  beau- 
tiful walks;  one  of  the  pleasantest  is 
by  a  footpath  through  the  wood,  at  a 
considerable  height  above  the  S.  bank 
of  the  stream,  towards  Moutiers. 

At  Brida  the  Doron  is  crossed,  and 
a  tolerable  road  leads  to  BozeL  Be- 
tween the  two  villages  the  country  is 
rich  in  cultivation:  vines  and  fruit- 
trees  in  the  valley,  corn-fields  and 
pasturages  on  the  belts  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  above,  pine-forests,  sur- 
mounted by  snows  and  glaciers,  the 
valley  being  closed  at  the  head  b  v  the 
mountains  of  Pesey,  and,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  form  in  the  Alps, 
the  Chaffe-Quarre^ 

At  Bozel  mules  can  be  hired  for 
continuing  the  journey.  Above  this 
village  the  valley  widens,  and  the 
scenery  increases  in  grandeur,  exc^t 


MOUTIERS    TARENTAISE    TO    LANSLE- 
BOURG,   BY  THE   COL  DE   VANOISE. 

A  char  may  be  taken  as  far  as  Bo- 
zel for  this  journey,  but  beyond,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  a  horse,  or  proceed 
on  foot.  This  passage  may  be  per- 
ibrmed  in  one  long  day  (14  hrs.  on 
foot,  including  2  hrs.*  rest),  starting 
from  Brida.  It  requires  2  days,  if  the 
place  of  rest  be  Pralorgnan. 

The  road  passes  by  the  Salines  of 
Moutiers  (Bte.  122^,  and  ascending  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  tne  Doron,  reaches 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Bock  of 
Salines,  situated  opposite  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  valley  of  Bozel,  or  the 
Doron,  with  that  oi  St  Jean  Belle- 
ville. Ascending  the  latter,  there  are 
two  mountain  passes  :  one  leads  to 
St  Jean  Maurienne,  the  other  to  St 
Michael,  both  in  the  valley  of  the  Arc, 
either  an  easy  day's  journey. 

The  Chateau  de  Salins  was  an- 
ciently the  residence  of  the  archbishop 
of  the  Tarentaise.  Its  ruins  are  si- 
tuated immediately  above  the  salt 
springs,  in  the  valley  below.  These 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  to  pre- 
vent the  people  of  the  countrjp^  stealing 
any  of  tne  water,  and  malung  their 
own  salt 

Salins  is  conjectured  to  have  been 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Darentasia.  Of 
the  castle  of  Salins  some  ruins  exist 
There  are  records  of  its  importance 
in  1082,  when  the  tyrant  Aymeric,  of 
Aigueblanche,  was  defeated  by  Hum- 
bert IL,  whose  succour  had  been 
solicited  by  the  oppressed  subjects 
of  Aymeric.  HumDert  retained,  at 
their  request,  the  government  in  his 
own  hands,  and  established  at  the 
town  and  Ae  Chateau  de  Salins  the 
tribunals  of  his  new  province ;  and  do- 
cuments bearing  date  1358,  show  that 
these  still  existed,  though  it  is  known 
that  the  town  was  destroyed  about  the 
end  of  the  14th  century,  by  a  faU  from 
the  mountains  on  the  W.  This  fall 
of  rocks  and  stones  so  fiUed  the  val- 
ley that  the  lower  town  was  buried 
beneath  the  mass.  AU  that  remained 
were  the  parts  most  elevated.  Subse- 
quent falls  destroyed  what  remained, 
[^Stoitz,'] 
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that  in  passine  under  the  mtermediate 
mountain  of  Plagny,  this  conceals  the 
Chafie-Quarre. 

The  ascent  to  the  yUlage  of  Cham- 
pagny  is  deep  in  the  valley,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Doron,  of  which  the 
broad  stony  bed  marks  its  wider  win- 
ter course.  On  approaching  Cham- 
pagny  the  road  is  distinctly  seen 
which  leads  up  to  the  mines  of  Pesev. 
(Rte.  122.)  It  is  a  good  mule-patn, 
and  leads  across  the  col  to  the  valley 
which  descends  to  Landry  in  the  Yal 
Is^re.  The  lateral  valleys  of  the  Do- 
ron abound  with  beautiful  scenery, 
and  most  of  them  lead  to  points  of 
view  in  the  mountains  where  some  of 
the  finest  Alpine  scenes  are  presented, 
particularly  in  the  valley  of  AUues, 
and  at  the  chalets  of  Chlltelet,  near 
the  Col  de  Forclaz,  whence  Mont 
Blanc  can  be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent 
of  the  peaks  of  the  great  chain. 

At  Champagny  the  road  to  Pra- 
lorgnan  Ues  up  that  branch  of  the 
Doron  which  flows  from  the  S.  After 
passing  the  village  of  Yillard  Gol- 
treux,  thus  nam^  from  the  preva- 
lence of  goitre  among  the  inhabitants, 
the  road  ascends  by  a  steep  path  to  a 
narrow  valley.  On  the  rt.  there  is  a 
cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of  the 
Doron  into  the  gorge  at  Bellentre. 
As  the  valley  wiaens  it  has  the  cha- 
racter of  park  scenery,  that  terminates 
in  the  little  plain  of  PPalorgnan,  which 
is  backed  by  the  glaciers  and  scathed 
peaks  of  the  Yanoise. 

The  beautiful  meadows  and  calm 
retirement  of  the  valley  of  Pralorg- 
nan  are  very  striking.  On  entering 
-the  village,  a  narrow  lane  on  the  L 
leads  to  the  only  inn  or  house  of  re- 
ception for  strangers,  where  miserable 
accommodation,  with  eggs  and  cheese, 
only  can  be  obtained.  The  innkeeper 
is  a  large  proprietor,  having  between 
200  and  300  cows  in  the  mountains. 

From  the  inn-door  the  path  to  the 
Yanoise  Ues  directly  up  to  the  rt,  and 
the  chalets  in  the  mountains  are 
reached  in  an  hour.  Each  step  be- 
comes more  and  more  dreary,  until 
you  arrive  at  the  bases  of  the  bleak 
and  streaming  glaciers  of  the  Aiguille 
de  la  Yanoise.     On  reaching  the  mo* 


raines  it  is  necessary  to  climb  them  on 
foot,  and  let  the  mules  scramble  as 
they  may,  or  as  the  guide  can  assist 
them.  At  the  base  of  these  moraines 
a  lake  is  formed  in  the  winter.  To  its 
basin  there  is  but  one  entrance :  within 
nothing  can  exceed  the  savage  solitude 
of  the  spot,  surrounded  by  black  pre- 
cipices and  glaciers ;  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible to  get  out,  except  by  the  way 
one  gets  in.  No  trace  of  a  path  appears. 
Under  the  advice  of  the  guide,  how- 
ever, the  glaciers  may  be  climbed  and 
traversed — a  most  fatiguing  and  diffi- 
cult task.  Having  surmounted  the 
difficulty,  the  traveller,  after  crossing 
a  few  patches  of  snow,  enters  upon 
an  open  plain,  covered  with  rich  pas- 
turages, but  bounded  by  enormous 
glaciers  and  inaccessible  peaks.  On 
the  plain  of  the  col,  which  is  now 
gradual  to  the  summit,  poles  are 
placed  to  guide  travellers  when  snow 
conceals  the  track.  The  path  is  long 
and  tedious  across  these  solitudes, 
from  the  glaciers  of  the  Yanoise  to 
the  summit.     Three  Uttle  lakes  are 

Sassed,  the  source  of  streams  which 
escend  on  one  side  to  the  Doron,  and 
on  the  other  to  the  Arc.  On  the 
right,  enormous  glaciers  are  seen, 
which  extend  to  the  Boohe  Chevridre, 
the  vast  mountain  which  is  seen  irom 
the  ascent  to  the  Mont  Cenis,  over- 
hanging Termignon. 

From  the  co^  the  descent  towards 
the  chllets  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  is 
rapid  and  difficult.  The  long  sterile 
valley  above  these  ch&lets,  which 
leads  by_the  Col  de  Large  to  Tignes, 
in  the  Yal  Isdre  (Bte.  122),  is  teen 
below  the  traveller,  who  finds  the  de- 
scent so  fatiguing,  that  the  rest,  and 
refreshment,  bread,  meat^  and  wine, 
which  he  must  bring  with  him  from 
Pralorgnan,  will  here  be  most  welcome. 
Milk,  cheese,  and  batter,  perhaps 
eggs,  may  be  had  at  the  chftlets. 

After  an  hour's  rest,  as  refreshing 
to  the  traveller  as  to  his  mule,  the 
torrent  is  crossed,  but  instead  of  pur- 
suing its  course  through  its  deep 
gorge  to  Termignon,  a  path  is  fol- 
lowed which  lea^  up  on  the  o^iposite 
mountain  to  the  Plan  de  Loup,  a  long 
pasturage,  not  so  wild  or  high,  but 
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5  about  the  breadtli  of  the  Col  de  Va- 
£  noise.  The  scene,  looking  back  upon 
I  the  valley  of  Entre-deux-Eaux,  and 
^  the  Col  de  Vanoise,  is  verj  sublime, 
and  seems,  when  thus  spread  out 
before  the  observer,  of  a  much  greater 
^         extent  than  can  be  imagined  by  those 

who  pass  them. 
,  On  the  col  of  the  Flan  de  Loup 

,  another  smaU  lake  is  passed,  then  a 
\  long  and  most  fatiguing  descent  com- 
mences, which  leads  down  to  the 
hamlet  of  St  Marguerite.  Soon  after 
the  path  enters  a  pine-forest,  through 
which  a  miserable  road  leads  down 
to  the  vaUey  above  Termignon,  into 
which  there  are  some  magnificent 
peeps.  There  is  still,  however,  a  long 
and  £a,tiguing  descent  to  make  before 
that  little  town  can  be  reached.  There 
is  a  path  which,  going  from  the  ham- 
let of  St  Mar^^uerite,  skirts  the  Mont 
ParoufPa,  behmd  Lanslebourg,  and 
leads  directly  to  the  latter  town;  but, 
though  shorter,  it  is  even  more 
fatiguing  than  the  route  to  Termig- 
non, and  one  which  it  is  difficult  to 
pass  with  a  laden  mule.  At  Termier- 
non  the  path  from  the  Vanoise  falls 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Cenis,  which 
in  an  hour  takes  the  traveller  to 
Lanslebourg  (Bte.  127.) 


KOUTE  125. 

PONT  BEAUVOISIN  TO  AIX   BY  THE 
MONT   DU  CHAT. 

The  road  to  the  Mont  du  Chat 
leaves  Font  Beauvoisin  to  follow  a 
course  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Guiers  Vif,  through  the  villages  of 
Belmont  and  Tramonex  to  St  Genix, 
a  lai^e  village  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Guiers  with  the  Rhone,  thence 
turning  abruptly  up  the  latter  river, 
it  continues  on  its  feft  bank  for  about 
10  miles,  through  some  fine  scenery, 
until  it  reaches 

Tenne,  a  little  town  most  agreeably 
situated  on  a  rising  ground  above  the 
Bhone,  nearly  opposite  to  a  fort,  finely 
placed  on  a  rock  above  the  Bhone, 
called  St  Pierre  Chatel,  which,  on  the 
French  side  of  the  river,  defends  the 
passage. 


Yenne  existed  in  the  time  of  the 
Bomans,  under  the  name  of  Ejanna, 
and,  according  to  some  authorities, 
Epaona.  It  lies  in  the  ancient  route  ' 
from  France  to  Italy,  by  the  Mont 
du  Chat,  which  was  much  used  before 
the  opening  of  the  Grotto  near  les 
E'chelles.  The  whole  neighbour- 
hood is  very  rich  in  cultivation. 
Com,  wine,  and  fruit-trees  abound. 
The  white  wines  named  Maretel,  and 
Altesse,  grown  at  Lucy,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Bhone,  a  little  N.  of  Yenne, 
owe  their  excellence  to  plants  which 
were  brought  here  from  Cyprus,  by 
a  duke  of  Savoy,  or  the  lori  of  his 
court 

From  Yenne,  a  road,  which  is  not 
in  a  very  praiseworthy  condition  in 
the  plain,  though  it  is  the  route  of  a 
daily  diligence  from  Lyons  to  Aix  les 
Bains,  leads  directly  towards  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  by  Chevalu,  distant 
4  m.  from  Yenne.  This  village  is 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
The  extreme  richness  of  the  coimtry 
cannot  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  traveller,  and  when,  beyond  Che- 
valu, the  road  ascends  and  rises  high 
enough  above  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, its  excessive  fertility  is  its  striking 
feature. 

The  road  over  the  mountain  is  well 
constructed.  The  summit  of  the  Mont 
du  Chat  rises  on  the  rt.  ;  on  the  L 
steep  slopes  and  precipices  descend  to 
the  base,  ending  in  rich  pastura^s, 
in  which  there  are  some  little  lakes 
or  tarns.  Many  tourniquets  in  the 
road'^ve  a  gradual  ascent,  and  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  the  summit  is  attained. 
The  scene,  on  looking  back  towards 
France,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in 
the  world ;  studded  with  villages  and 
towns,  and  so  extensive,  that  where 
the  distant  mountains  of  Tarrare  do 
not  limit  the  horizon,  it  subsides  into 
indistinctness.  Immediately  below,  on 
the  same  side,  are  the  rich  pasturages 
of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat  Beyond  these  are  the  valley 
of  the  Bhone,  and  the  hiUs  and  plains 
which  extend  to  the  Ain. 

On  the  summit  of  the  pass  there  is 
a  level,  about  300  yds.  across.    The 
road  passes  on  the  southern  side  of  a 
B  2 


364 


KOUTE  125.— MONT  DU  CHAT. 


Sect  n. 


large  mass  of  rock  which  is  upon  it. 
The  summit  of  the  pass  is  covered 
■with  stones,  rocks,  and  brushwood. 
'A  temple  formerly  stood  here,  of 
which  the  foundations  may  be  traced, 
and  many  of  the  stones  around  made 
part  of  the  building.  The  stones  haye 
been  well  cut,  and  the  cornices  of 
many  are  yet  tolerably  perfect.  An 
inscription  was  found  here  by  Dr. 
Cramer,  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
idea  that  the  temple  was  dedicated  to 
Mercury.  "  The  temple  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Mont  du  Chat  was  reported 
to  be  dedicated  to  Mercury,  but  the 
inscription  itself  hardly  bears  out  this 
opinion.  M.  Albanis  ae  Beaumont,  in 
his  description  of  the  Alpes  Grecques, 
calls  this  mountain  the  Mons  Thuates, 
but  without  giving  his  authority. 
Now,  Theut  and  Thait,  in  Armoric, 
are  the  names  of  the  deity  who  pre- 
sided over  highways,  and  who  was 
much  worshipped  by  the  Gauls  ;  hence 
Csesar  says,  that  the  people  princi- 
pally worshipped  Mercury,  who  had 
the  same  office  among  the  Koman 
deities.  The  name,  therefore,  of  Mons 
Thuates  would  argue  a  passage  here 
of  very  high  antiquity,  and  the  temple, 
if  really  dedicated  to  Mercury,  would 
tend  strongly  to  the  confirmation  of 
this  opinion." — Dissertation  on  the 
Passage  of  Hannibal, 

It  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  by 
De  Luc,  and  by  Wickham  and  Cra- 
mer, that  the  army  under  Hannibal 
here  encountered  its  first  difficulties 
in  passing  the  Alps.  After  having 
ascended  the  Bhone  as  fer  as  Vienne, 
he  led  his  army  across  the  country  of 
the  AUobroges,  by  Bourgoin,  les 
Abrets,  and  Aouste  (Augusta  Allo- 
brogum),  now  a  village  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Guiers,  nearly  opposite  to 
Yenne,  thence,  by  Chevaiu  (Levis- 
cum),  across  the  Mont  du  Chat  to 
Chambery  (Lemincum). 

The  form  and  character  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat  agrees  entirely  with 
the  account,  by  Polybius,  of  those 
events  which  could  only  in  such  a 
peculiar  locality  occur,  but  the  in- 
quiry cannot  be  condensed  into  the 
space  that  could  be  afforded  here.  It 
has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  above 


authors,  that  the  army  passed  the 
Mont  du  Chat  to  Chambery,  thence 
to  Montmeillan,  and  up  the  v  al  Isere 
to  Conflans,  Moutiers,  and  St.  Mau- 
rice, and  passed  into  Italy  by  the 
Little  St.  Bernard. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat,  5000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  the  view  on  the  eastern  side  is 
one  of  surpassing  beauty.  It  appears 
to  overhang  the  lake  of  Bourget,  into 
whose  deep  blue  waters  it  seems  only 
a  leap.  Beyond  is  the  rich  valley  of 
Chambery,  extending  from  Albens  to 
the  Mont  Grenier  ;  the  town  of  Aix 
seems  to  be  at  your  feet  across  the 
lake  :  on  the  rt.,  the  city  of  Cham- 
bery lies  like  a  model  ;  hundreds  of 
hainlets  and  villages  speckle  the  beau- 
tiful valley,  which  is  bounded  on  the 
opposite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  and  the  Dent  de  Nivolet; 
far  beyond  are  seen  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  Val  Is^re,  and  the 
snowy  summits  of  those  which  extend 
to  the  Dauphiny  Alps. 

The  descent  is  peculiarly  exciting. 
The  road  is  safely  and  finely  made, 
it  winds  down  the  steep  side  of  the 
mountain,  but  in  many  places  the 
parapet  is  seen  to  cut  abruptly  against 
the  deep  blue  lake,  and  suggests  the 
idea  of  its  being  thousands  of  feet, 
a  plomhy  below. 

On  reaching  the  base,  however, 
there  are  fields,  rich  woods,  and  vil- 
lages  on  the  steep  slopes  which  rise 
from  the  lake,  but  this  extends  only 
to  Bordeau.  Beyond  this  village 
there  is  no  path  by  the  lake  :  its 
shores  are  too  abrupt,  at  least  as  for 
as  Hautecombe.  If  the  traveUer 
would  go  direct  to  Aix,  a  path  on 
the  1.  leads  to  the  village  of  Bordeau, 
where  a  boat  can  be  hired  to  cross 
the  lake  to  the  opposite  shore,  and 
a  walk  of  20  min.  leads  to  Aix,  and 
the  comfortable  pension  of  Maison 
Vernat. 

The  direct  road  continued  to  Cham- 
bery from  the  Mont  du  Chat,  passes 
through  Bourget,  where  the  plain  of 
Chambery  commences  ;  this  is  tra- 
versed for  about  7  miles  to  the  city 
from  Bourget  through  the  villages  of 
Motte  and  Bissy,  and  amidst  a  luxa- 
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riance  of  vegetation  which  cannot  be 
imagined. 

Chambery,  p.  368. 

ROUTE  126. 

PONT  BEAUVOISIN  TO    CHAMB^BY,  BY 
AIGUEBELLETTE. 

About  1^  m.  from  Pont  Beauvoisin 
the  high  road  to  Les  IBchelles  is  left: 
and  at  the  village  of  Domessin  a  nar- 
row road  turns  off  to  the  L,  and  leads 
over   a  low    hill    well  wooded,  and 
thence  through    a   remarkably  rich 
plain,  that  extends  to  those  limestone 
precipices  which  are  a  continuation 
of  the  ridge  of  rocks  that  make  so 
formidable  a  barrier  at  Les  IBchelles. 
Avoiding  the  principal  road  to  La 
Bridoire,  and  crossing  the  plain  direct 
from  near  Pont  Beauvoisin,  the  path 
abruptly  approaches  these  precipices. 
Close  to  their  base  a  zigzag  path,  very 
steep,  leads  up  the  talus  &rmed  dur- 
ing many  ages  by  the  debris ;  in  some 
places,  however,  the  path  is  so  nar- 
row, that  the  wall  of  the  precipice 
can  be  touched  by  one  hand,  whilst 
the  other  overhangs  the  steep   and 
dangerous  descents  below :   in  some 
places  two  persons  cannot  pass  each 
other.     A  little  time  is  gained  by  this 
short  cut,  and  there  is  some  chance  of 
adventure,    and    the    situations    are 
striking,  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  the 
fetigue.    It  leads  to  the  same  hamlet, 
Bridoire,  which  is  highly  picturesque 
in  its  situation,  its  cottages,  and  its 
water-mills.  From  this  place  the  road 
ascends,  crosses  a  ridc^e,  and  enters 
upon  the  basin  of  the  hike  of  Aigue- 
bellette,  a    rich  open   valley,    finely 
wooded,  and  where  a  view  of  the  lake 
is  obtained ;  —  the    whole    scene    is 
beautiful. 

The  road  undulates  amidst  the 
magnificent  walnut  -  trees  which  a- 
bound  here,  and  passes  through  the 
village  of  Lepin,  offering  some  very 
fine  views.  There  is  a  singular 
character  of  tranquillity  and  retire- 
ment in  the  spot :  the  scenery  re- 
sembles that  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
our  Cumberland  lakes;  but  the  vijiit 
of  a  traveller  is  so  rare  an  occurrence, 
that  instead  of  a  crowd  of  visitors, 
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and  a  season  for  visiting,  a  year  may 
pass  away  without  any  other  stranger 
being  seen  than  a  little  negociant 
makin?  a  shorter  cut  to  Chambery 
than  by  the  great  road  to  Les 
]3chelles. 

A  ridge  divides  the  village  of  Lepin 
from  that  of  Aiguebellette ;  at  the 
extremity  of  the  ridge  on  the  left, 
overhanging  the  lake,  is  a  chateau,  in 
a  most  romantic  and  beautiful  situa- 
tion; the  road  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ridge  descends  to  Aiguebellette, 
and  passes  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of 
its  barons:  it  is  of  high  antiquity;  its 
foundation  is  unknown,  and  it  is  there- 
fore attributed  to  the  Romans:  it  is 
recorded  to  have  been  repaired  in  the 
11th  century.  It  was  burnt  and  de- 
molished by  one  of  the  dauphins  of 
Vienne,  in  the  15th  century. 

Aiguebellette  is  a  poor  little  village, 
in  a  most  beautiful  situation;  it  has 
a  miserable  little  inn,  which  cannot 
furnish  even  decent  wine  and  refresh- 
ment in  a  country  so  abundant — not 
even  fish  from  the  lake:  these  are 
taken  and  sent  to  distant  markets. 
The  government  claims  a  beggarly 
tax  upon  the  right  to  fish  of  about 
12^.  a-year;  the  lake  is  celebrated  for 
the  excellence  and  abundance  of  iXA 
carp,  trout,  and  other  fish.  The  lake 
is  about  3  m.  long,  and  2  wide;  its 
depth  varies,  but  it  is  generally  about 
150  ft  deep.  Around  the  lake  are 
fields  and  meadows,  but  most  of  the 
slopes  of  the  surrounding  mountains 
are  wooded.  Oats,  barley,  potatoes, 
Indian  com,  and  flax  are  grown  in 
the  spots  cultivated. 

It  is  curious  that  a  tradition  exists 
here  that  Hannibal  passed  with  a  part 
of  the  Cartha^ian  army  by  Aigue- 
bellette; and  the  inhabitants  also 
speak  of  a  distin^shed  stranger  who 
hved  long  in  retirement  in  this  beau- 
tiful solitude,  and  left  many  proofs 
of  his  benevolence,  but  died  without 
leaving  a  name. 

On  proceeding  from  Aiguebellette 
the  path  skirts  the  churchyard,  and 
enters  a  line  of  meadows  beneath 
magnificent  walnut  trees.  Soon,  how- 
ever, it  begins  to  ascend  the  mountain 
side,  and  rises  over  the  intervening 
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trees,  presenting  views  of  the  lake, 
the  villages  around  it,  and  the  distant 
hiUs  which  slope  down  and  border  the 
Rhone.  The  road  now  becomes  very 
steep,  ascending  in  zigzags,  some- 
times sunk  in  the  crues  of  me  moun- 
tain, at  others  rounding  the  projec- 
tions, and  increasing,  as  the  observer 
rises  above  the  lake,  the  beauty  with 
the  extent  of  the  view.  At  length, 
after  a  very  fatiguing  ascent  for  an 
hour,  the  summit  is  attained,  and  a 
glorious  view  is  presented  over  the 
basin  of  Chambery,  similar  to  that 
which  is  seen  from  the  Mont  du  Chat; 
but,  though  not  so  elevated,  it  is,  per- 
haps, superior;  the  idea  of  a  fall  into 
the  lake  of  Bourget  does  not,  as  there, 
make  the  traveUer  shrink  from  the 
parapet  Instead  of  looking  down 
into  the  lake,  it  is  seen,  at  its  nearest 
point,  about  8  ul  off,  resting  at  the 
base  of  the  steep  Mont  du  Chat; 
and  opposite  to  it  are  the  houses  of 
Aix. 

Chambery  seems,  from  the  Aigue- 
bellette,  to  be  just  below  the  observer; 
and,  in  the  road  to  it  from  Les 
j^helles,  which  may  be  seen,  the  cas- 
cade of  Couz  is  distinctly  observed; 
its  bright  white  line  forming  a  yery 
small  speck  amidst  the  exten&d  scale 
of  the  surrounding  objects.  The  val- 
ley, too,  between  the  Dent  de  Nivolet 
and  the  Mont  Grenier  is  more  opened, 
and  the  richly-wooded  and  cultivated 
scene  more  extended;  few  such  glo- 
rious views  are  presented  as  that 
offered  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller 
from  the  mountain  of  Aiguebellette. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ool  may  be  made  by  two  routes  : 
that  on  the  right  seems  to  have  been 
the  old  Boman  road,  but  it  is  now 
impracticable  for  horses.  There  are 
traces  of  its  having  been  a  well-con- 
structed road,  in  the  remains  of  high 
and  very  thick  dry  walls,  which  sup- 
ported, towards  the  plain,  its  terraces. 
Albanis  de  Beaumont  says  that,  after 
half  an  hour's  descent  oy  this  road, 
ihere  are  many  stone  comns  found  at 
the  foot  of  the  lateral  rocks,  with 
slabs  which  formerly  covered  them, 
upon  which  some  characters  are  seen, 
though  they  are  too  much  e£hced  to 


be  read:  blocks,  too,  of  cut  stone  are 
found,  and  he  conjectures  that  they 
are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  defeated  to 
St  Michael,  which  was  attached  to 
an  hospital  that  existed  here  in  the 
9th  century,  and,  probably,  under 
some  other  denomination,  even  in  the 
time  of  the  Bomans. 

The  road  at  present  used  from  the 
summit  of  the  Col  d' Aiguebellette  to 
Chambery  is  the  best,  though  only 
practicable  for  pedestrians  or  cattle: 
it  might  easily  be  rendered  fit  for 
the  passage  of  chars;  but,  as  there 
is  little  intercourse  across  it,  there 
is  no  sufficient  motive  for  its  improve- 
ment 

The  first  village  reached  after  an 
hour's  descent  is  v  imine,  ingeniously 
conjectured  by  Beaumont  to  be  de- 
rived from  Via  Minima,  because  it 
la^  on  the  shortest  route  £rom  Le- 
mincum  (Chambery)  to  Vienna  Al- 
lobrogum  (Yienne,  on  the  Bhone). 
In  going  to  or  from  Chambery  by 
^is  route,  instead  of  that  by  Les 
Echelles,  the  pedestrian  will  gain 
2  hrs.;  ihe  whole  distance  ftx)m  font 
Beauvoisin  requiring  about  8  hrs. 

From  the  village  of  Vimine  to  the 
hamlet  of  Cognin  is  a  short  hour's 
walk  over  a  bad  road,  but  through 
beautiful  scenes :  thence,  in  hiUf  an 
hour,  the  traveller  wiU  reach 

Chambeby.    (Bte.  127.) 

BOUTE  127. 

PONT  DE  BEAUVOISIN  TO  TURIN,  BY 
LES  ECHELLES,  CHAMBERY,  AND  THE 
PASS  OF   THE  MONT  CENIS. 

38}  Fostes,  about  180  English  m. 
Diligences  three  times  a  week. 

Pont  Beauvoisin  (Inn:  la  Poste, 
dirty)  is  the  last  village  in  Erance: 
it  Ues  on  the  bank  of  the  Guiers  Yif, 
here  crossed  by  a  bridge,  at  one  end 
of  which  are  stationed  French,  and 
at  the  other  Sardinian,  custom-choose 
officers,  ready  to  scrutinise  the  pass- 
ports and  the  baggage  of  travellers 
arriving  from  either  side. 

After  passing  for  a  mile  or  two 
across  the  plain,  the  road  begins  to 
ascend  to  a  height  from  which  a  fine 
view  is  attained  over  the  fertile  fielda 
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apet,  pour  prevenir  les  malheurs; 
I  faisait  que  ie  pouvais  regarder  le 


of  Prance,  and  then,  bending  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  enters  the 
^rand  gorge  of  La  Chaille.  The 
highway  is  here  formed  either  by 
blasting  a  passage  through  the  solid 
rock,  or  by  supporting  it  upon  ter- 
races of  solid  masonry  along  the  edf  e 
of  the  abyss.  On  the  opposite  side 
rises  a  bare  escarpment  of  limestone, 
forniing  cli£&  several  hundred  leet 
hieh;  and  in  the  depths  of  the  g(»rge 
below  rushes  the  white  foaming  river. 
The  spot  has  been  descril^  by 
Bousseau  in  a  passage  which  deserves 
quotation: — 

"  Non  loin  d'une  montage  couple, 
qu'on  appelle  le  pas  des  Mchelles,  au* 
dessous  du  g^rand  chemin  taiUe  dans 
le  roc,  et  a  rendroit  appele  Chailles, 
court  et  bouillonne  dans  des  gouifres 
affreux  une  petite  riviere  qui  parait 
avoir  mis  a  les  creuser  des  milUers  de 
siecles:  on  a  borde  le  chemin  d'un 
para] 

cela  _         _ 

fond  et  gagner  des'vertiges  tout  a  mon 

aise.    Bien    appuye   sur  le  parapet, 

j'avan<^is  le  nez  et  je  restais  la  des 

neures  enti^res,  entrevoyant  de  temps 

en  temps  oette  ecume  et  cette  eau 

bleue,  dont  j'entendais  les   mugisse- 

ments  k  travers  les  cris  des  corbeaux 

et  des  oiseaux  de  proie  qui  volaient  de 

roche  en  roche  et  de  broussailles  en 

broussaiUes,  k  cent  toises  au-dessous 

de  moi.    Dans  les  endroits  oil  la  pente 

etait  assez  unie  et   les  broussailles 

assez  claires  pour  laisser  passer  des 

caiUoux,  j'en  allais  chercher  d'aussi 

gros  que  je  pouvais  les  porter;  je  les 

rassemblais  sur  le  parapet  en  piles, 

puis,  les  lan^ant  Tun  apr^s  Tautre,  ^e 

me  delectais  k  les  voir  rouler,  bondir, 

et  voler  en  mille   eclats  avant  que 

d'atteindre  le  fond  du  precipice." 

2  Les  J^chelles,  a  village  also 
situated  on  the  Guiers,  which  here 
descends  from  the  mountains  of  the 
Grand  Chartreux,  to  which  a  road  leads 
from  Les  Mchelles.  The  very  interest- 
mg  excursion  thither  is  described  in 
the  *  Handbook  for  France.* 

The  valley  beyond  this  village  is  a 
complete  cii'de-sao,  A  wall  of  lime- 
stone, 800  ft  high,  stretches  directly 
across  it ;  and  from  Les  £chelles  the 


eye  in  vain  seeks  at  first  for  the 
means  of  exit.  At  length  a  little 
hole,  Uke  the  entrance  to  a  bee- 
hive, may  be  discerned  in  the  face 
of  the  precipices  half  way  up,  to- 
warda  which  the  road  winds.  On  a 
nearer  approach,  this  is  discovered 
to  be  the  mouth  of  a  tunnel  of  large 
dimensions,  pierced  directly  through 
the  mountain.  It  is  25  ft.  high  and 
wide,  and  nearly  1000  long,  exca- 
vated in  the  limestock  rock.  This 
noble  work  was  commenced  by  Na- 
poleon, and  finished  by  the  King  of 
Sardinia  in  1817.  There  exist  two 
older  roads.  The  most  ancient  of 
these,  however,  by  no  means  de- 
served that  name:  it  was  a  mere 
path,  of  the  most  rusged  and  diffi- 
cult kind,  partly  conducted  through 
a  cavern  by  means  of  ladders  placed 
one  above  the  other.  This  was 
called  the  Chemin  de  la  Grotte,  or 
Les  Schelles,  from  which  the  neigh- 
bouring village  derived  its  name. 
The  difficulty  of  the  passage  was  in- 
creased at  times  by  the  mountain 
torrent,  which,  when  swoUen,  took  its 
course  through  the  cavern.  It  was 
utterly  impassable  for  beasts :  travel- 
lers were  sometimes  carried  through 
it,  seated  upon  an  arm-chair  attached 
to  the  backs  of  stout  Savoyard  pea- 
sants, who  performed  the  service  of 
beasts  of  burden,  as  the  South  Ame- 
rican Indians  do  at  the  present  day 
on  some  of  the  passes  of  the  Andes. 

The  approach  to  the  old  road  from 
the  side  of  France  was  by  a  deep 
fissure  low  down  in  the  comer  of 
the  valley,  on  the  rt  hand  of  the 
Gallery. 

An  improved  road  was  made  in 
1670,  by  Duke  Charles  Emanuel  11. 
of  Savoy,  at  considerable  cost,  by  re- 
moving vast  masses  of  rock,  so  as 
to  render  it  passable  for  carriages. 
Napoleon,  however,  with  his  usual 
originality  and  penetration,  struck 
out  a  new  line,  and  boldly  pierced 
through  the  mountain,  forming  a 
carriage-way,  along  which  two  dili- 
gences fully  loaded  may  pass  abreast 
On  issuing  out  of  the  Gallery  the 
old  road  is  seen  on  the  rt  By 
tracing  it  downwards   about  half  a 
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mile,  the  traveller  may  approach  the 
old  roads  on  the  side  of  Savoy :  the 
most  ancient  is  now  blocked  up  and 
impassable.  A  pompous  inscription, 
written  by  the  Abbe  St.  Real,  com- 
memorating the  enterprise  of  Charles 
Emanuel  in  forming  his  road — which, 
though  steep  and  narrow,  and  very  in- 
convenient, was  a  grand  undertaldng 
for  the  period — may  still  be  seen  on 
the  face  of  the  rock. 

Our  route  is  now  carried  through 
a  rocky  and  narrow  ravine  which  gra- 
dually expands  into  a  pretty  valley. 

If  St.  Thibaud  de  Coux. 

Not  far  from  this  a  little  waterfall 
descends  from  the  cliff  on  the  rt,  de- 
scribed by  Rousseau,  in  his  usual 
strain  of  exaggeration,  as  **  La  plus 
belle  que  je  vis  de  ma  vie»" 

Another  contracted  ravine  must  be 
passed  to  reach 

lA  Chambery  (Ital.,  Ciamberi).  Inns: 
H.  de  TEurope— C.  T.;— Poste,  good 
and  moderate,  but  noisy; — Le  Petit 
Paris,  comfortable,  clean,  and  mode- 
rate ;  table  d'hote  at  1.  Vetture  to 
Turin  or  Geneva. 

Chambery,  the  capital  of  Savoy, 
and  an  archbishop's  see,  contains  about 
10,000  Inhab.,  and  is  pleasantly  situ- 
ated within  a  circle  of  mountains. 
Around  it  are  many  lovely  views. 

The  Cathedral^  a  Gothic  building, 
though  injured  by  modem  decoration, 
and  not  extensive,  is  interesting. 

Several  towers  and  other  fragments 
exist  of  the  ancient  Castle  of  the  Dukes 
of  Savoy.  The  Gothic  cJiapei  built 
within  its  enclosure  (1415)  survived 
the  conflagration  of  1798:  it  is  passed 
on  the  left-hand  as  you  enter  the 
town  from  Lyons.  It  has  beautiful 
tall,  narrow  windows  of  painted  glass. 
That  valuable  relic  the  Santo  Sudario 
(holy  napkin),  now  at  Turin,  was  for 
a  long  time  deposited  in  it.  Erancis  L 
of  France  made  a  pilgrimage  on  foot 
from  Lyons  to  see  it:  another  of  these 
holy  napkins  is  kept  in  St.  Peter's  at 
Home,  and  shown  to  the  populace  on 
all  great  displays  of  the  relics.  The 
terrace  near  the  castle  is  a  charming 
promenade,  owing  to  the  prospects  it 
commands. 
.    Before  the  French  revolution  there 


were  20  convents  in  Chambery:  there 
are  stiU  seven,  four  of  which  are  nun- 
neries. 

Among  the  most  conspicuous  baild- 
ings  at  present  are  the  Three  Barrcuyks. 

There  is  a  Public  Library  contain- 
ing 16,000  volumes,  an  incipient  nan^ 
seum,  and  a  few  pictures,  none  of 
them  calculated  to  afford  the  stranger 
much  gratification ;  there  is  also  a 
Theatre. 

The  Royal  College  is  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Jesuits,  who  fill  the 
offices  of  teachers  in  the  various 
branches  of  learning  and  science. 

St.  Real,  author  of  the  *  Conjura- 
tion contre  Venise,'  was  bom  at 
Chambery,  1639;  and  the  Comte 
Xavier  le  Maistre,  author  of  the 
'  Lepreux  d'Aoste,'  is  also  a  native,. 
This  town  boasts  among  her  citizens 
a  counterpart  of  the  Man  of  Ross  in 
General  de  Boigne,  who,  having  made 
an  immense  fortune  in  the  East  In- 
dies, in  the  service  of  the  Rajah  Scin- 
dia,  bestowed  the  greater  portion  of  it, 
to  the  amount  of  8,417,850  fr.,  in  bene- 
fiting his  native  place.  He  founded 
two  hospitals,  and  set  on  foot  many 
improvements.  A  new  street  has  been 
named  after  him,  and  a  momMment,  con- 
sisting of  a  fountain  ornamented  with 
figures  of  elephants,  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory.    He  died  1830.* 

Chambery  is,  on  the  whole,  a  duB 
town,  with  little  to  interest  the  tra- 
veller: it  is  celebrated  "for  a  peculiar 
manufacture  of  silk  gauzes. 

About  20  minutes' walk  to  the  south 
of  the  town  is  Les  Charmettes,  the  re- 
sidence of  Rousseau  and  of  his  friend 
Madame  de  Warens.  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  place  at  present  worth 
notice  indepezidently  of  its  connection 
with  J.  Jacques:  the  house  has  the 
appearance  of  a  poor  fiBurm-honse,  and 
Rousseau's  room  was  the  one  over  the 
entrance. 

Those  who  have  time  on  their 
hands,  and  desire  an  agreeable  two 
hours'  walk,  may  visit  the  ravine 
called  Le  Bout  du  Monde.  The  road 
to  it  turns  out  of  that  to  Turin  at  the 

•  The  life  and  adTenturea  of  Geneial  d» 
Boigne  are  admirably  told  in  *  A  Ride  oa 
Horaeback  to  Florance,  by  a  Lady,'  1841. 
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end  of  the  Faubourg  de  Montmeillan, 
follows  the  left  bank  of  the  Leysse  by 
the  side  of  the  great  dyke,  as  far  as 
the  village  of  Leysse,  where  it  crosses 
the  stream,  and,  passing  on  the  right 
the  picturesque  castle  of  ChafGurdon, 
enters  the  gorge  of  the  Doriat,  which 
is  closed  in  on  all  sides  by  high  cliils, 
forming  the  base  of  the  Dent  de  Ni- 
volet,  and  has  no  outlet  Behind  a 
paper  mill,  built  by  one  of  the  Mont- 
golfiers,  the  stream  falls  in  a  pretty 
cascade  over  the  wall  of  rock  here 
formed  of  remarkable  regular  and 
thin  horizontal  strata,  through  some 
of  which  the  water  forcing  its  way 
forms  singular  supplementary  jets  at 
a  distance  from  the  main  fall. 

A  pleasant  excursion  of  a  day  or 
two  may  be  made  from  Chambery  to 
the  baths  of  Aix,  and  the  Lac  de 
Bourget  (Rte.  120.) 

In  the  course  of  the  next  stage  we 
pass,  on  the  left,  the  castle  of  Batie, 
and  farther  on,  close  to  the  road,  that 
of  Chignin,  links  of  a  line  of  forts 
extending  through  the  country,  on 
whose  towers  watch-fires  were  lighted 
to  alarm  the  inhabitants  in  time  of 
war,  in  case  of  foreign  inroads.  For 
these  rude  means  in  the  middle  ages, 
telegraphs  have  been  substituted.  Up 
the  valleys  of  the  Arc  and  Is^re,  the 
chain  of  old  castles  continues  almost 
without  an  interruption.  The  moun- 
tain seen  on  the  rt.  is  the  Mont  Gre- 
nier,  5700  ft.  high.  The  side  facing 
Chambery  is  a  perpendicular  escarp- 
ment, produced  by  an  inmiense  mass 
of  the  mountain  having  broken  off  in 
1248  :  it  overwhelmed  the  country 
at  its  base  with  ruin,  and  buried  16 
villages.  The  marks  of  this  catas- 
trophe are  still  visible  in  the  series 
of  hillocks,  now  covered  with  vine- 
yards, called  Les  Abymes  de  Myans. 
The  Mont  Grenier  stands  in  the  angle 
between  the  vallev  of  Chambery  and 
that  of  Gresivauosm,  which  leads  to 
Grenoble :  it  is  traversed  h^  the 
Is^re.  On  the  L  bank  of  the  nver,  a 
few  miles  down,  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  Chateau  Bayurd,  the  cradle  of  the 
illustrious  knight  **  sans  peur  et  sans 
reproche." 
2  Montmeillan.  (Jrm :  H.  des  Voy- 


ageurs,  not  good.)  This  little  town 
stands  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Is&re,  at 
tiie  junction  of  four  roads :  that  of  the 
Mont.Cenis,  issuing  out  of  the  valley  of 
the  Maurienne  ;  that  from  tha  Taren- 
taise  and  Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  122) ; 
that  from  Grenoble  down  the  fertile 
and  beautiful  valley  of  Gresivaudan  ; 
and  that  from  Chambery.  The  castle 
of  Montmeillan  was  long  the  bulwark 
of  Savoy  against  France.  Henry  IV., 
while  besieging  it  in  1600,  was  nearly 
killed  by  a  cannon-shot  from  itswalls, 
which  covered  him  with  dirt,  and 
made  the  king  cross  himself  devoutly; 
upon  which  Sully  remarked,  that  he 
was  happy  to  see  that  his  Majesty 
was  so  good  a  Catholic.  It  was 
bravely  and  skilfuU^  defended  for  13 
months  against  Louis  XIII.  by  Count 
Geoffrey  Bens  de  Cavour.  The  works 
were  finally  demolished  by  Louis 
XIV.,  who  took  the  place  in  1705.  A 
few  scanty  fragments  of  wall,  partly 
overgrown  with  briars  and  nettles, 
crowning  the  rock  above  the  town, 
are  the  only  remains  of  the  former 
bulwark  of  Savoy,  and  the  key  of  its  ' 
Alps. 

A  good  white  wine  is  grown  near 
Montmeillan. 

The  bridge  over  the  Isfere,  crossed 
in  proceeding  towards  the  Mount 
Cenis,  commands,  in  clear  weather, 
a  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  is 
seen  from  no  other  point  in  our  route. 
The  road  then  pursues  a  course  to- 
wards  the  Arc ;  then,  taking  that " 
river  for  its  guide,  enters  the  valley  . 
of  the  Maurienne,  which  extends  up 
to  the  Mont  Cenis. 

If  Maltaveme. 

ij  Aiguebelle.     {Inn:    Poste,  im- 
proved.)   The  country  hereabouts  is 
dreary  and  unhealthy  from  marshes 
which  produce  malaria  and  its  conse- 
quences, goitre   (§    19).     The  Castle 
above  the  town,  called  La  Charbon- 
niere,  was  the  birthplace   of  several 
counts  of  Savoy.    "  The  road  is  being  . 
carried  more  on  a  line  with  the  river  . 
— an  improvement   by  which  many  ; 
ascents  and  descents  are*  avoided." — 
C.  H. 

2}  La  Grande  Maison.     Inn :  well 
situated,  beds  clean,  and  people  civlL   . 
B  3 
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2  8t.  Jean  Maurienne.  {Inn:  H6tel 
de  rEurope,  tolerably  good.)  The 
chief  town  in  Uie  valley  contains  no- 
thing renuurkable. 

The  vineyards  of  St  Julien,  grown 
on  the  debns  and  gravel-beds  brought 
down  by  the  Arc,  produce  a  wine  of 
eome  repute. 

2  St  MicheL  Inn :  H.  de  Londres, 
not  bad. 

2^  Modane.  {Inn:  lion  d'Or,  mid- 
dling.^ The  last  scene  of  Sterne's 
•  Sentimental  Journey '  is  laid  here. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  now  be- 
comes interesting.  The  road  ascends 
high  above  the  Arc,  and  the  gorge,  in 
whose  depths  it  flows,  serves  as  a 
natural  and  tremendous  fosse  to  the 
Fort  LesseiUon,  built  on  the  opposite 
height,  and  commanding  with  its 
many-mouthed  batteries,  rising  tier 
above  tier,  the  passage  to  Italy.  A 
light  bridge,  spanning  the  black  gorge 
w^ich  separates  the  fort  from  the 
road,  is  a  striking  object:  it  is  called 
the  Pont  du  Diable. 

1*  Vemey.  Near  this,  Horace 
Walpole  lost  his  lap-dog,  which  was 
carried  oflF  by  a  wolf  pouncing  down 
upon  it  from  the  forest 

At  Termignon  the  path  from  the  Col 
de  Vanoise  ^te.  123)  joins  our  road. 

A  Mailroad  is  projected  from  Turin, 
to  pass  through  the  crest  of  Mont 
Cenis  by  a  tunnel  between  4  and  5  m. 
longl  (1847). 

2  Lanslebourg,  (^Inn:  Hdtel  Boyal, 
improved.)— 1851.  This  village  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  Cenis.  After 
passing  a  large  barrack,  the  road 
crosses  the  Arc,  and  bidding  adieu 
to  that  stream,  begins  to  ascend  the 
mountain  by  easy  and  well -con- 
structed zigzags.  Extra  horses  are 
necessary  to  reach  the  summit ;  and 
it  takes  about  8^  hrs.  for  a  carriage 
to  mount  from  Lanslebourg  to  the 
posthouse  of  the  Mont  Cenis.  It  is 
possible  to  walk  up  in  a  shorter  time, 
avoiding  the  zigzag  and  following 
the  old  road,  which  debouches  near 
the  20th  Refuae, 

Between  XAnslebourg  and  Susa 
there  are  23  houses  of  Itefiige  planted 
at  intervals  by  the  roadside,  occupied 
by  cantoniers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 


care  of  the  road  and  assist  travellers. 
Each  house  is  numbered,  beginning' 
from  the  Piedmontese  side  of  the 
mountain.  Near  No.  22  avalancbes 
sometimes  fall:  the  dan^rous  spot 
may  be  passed  in  3  or  4  minutes.  No. 
20  IS  called  La  Kamasse.  Here  sledges 
are  kept;  and  in  winter,  when  deep 
snow  covers  the  inequalities  on  the 
sides  of  the  mountain,  travellers  may 
descend  in  one  of  them  to  Lanisle- 
bourg  in  10  minutes  I  The  sledge  is 
guided  by  a  peasant,  who  places  him- 
self in  front ;  and,  from  the  expe- 
rience gained  in  collecting  (ramasser) 
and  transporting  wood  in  this  man- 
ner, they  are  so  skilful,  that  there 
is  little  risk  in  this  extraordhiary 
mode  of  travelling.  The  perpendi- 
cular descent  is  600  metres — nearly 
2000  ft. 

The  17th  Beftige  is  the  barrier  of 
Savoj^:  here  a  toll  of  5  fir.  per  horse 
is  levied,  and  goes  to  keep  the  road  in 
repair.  Soon  after  the  pointe  cuhni- 
nante  of  the  pass  is  reached,  6780  ft 
above  the  sea  level;  thence  the  road 
descends  to  the  plain  of  Mont  Cenis; 
and  a  person  may  arrive  at  the  post- 
house  from  Lanslebourg,  on  foot»  in 
2  hrs.  and  20  minutes,  and  may  de- 
scend by  the  same  road  in  little  more 
than  1^  hr.  The  road  passes  near 
the  margin  of  a  considerable  lake, 
which  is  generally  frozen  during  6 
months  of  the  year:  it  is  &med  for  its 
delicious  trout:  the  fishery  belongs  to 
the  monks  of  the  Hospice. 

3  Posthouse  of  the  Mont  Cenis  (Monte 
Cenisio),  and  the  Old  Posthouse,  tole- 
rable inns,  where  travellers  may  re- 
gale on  the  excellent  trout  of  the  lake, 
and  sometimes  on  ptarmigan,  for 
which  they  will,  however,  pay  hand- 
somely. This  magnificent  road,  an- 
other monument  of  the  genius  of  the 
imperial  road-maker.  Napoleon,  was 
commenced  by  his  orders  m  1803,  and 
finished  in  1810,  at  an  expense  of 
300,000/.  The  engineer  was  the  Che- 
valier Fabbroni  It  is  one  of  the 
safest  roads  over  the  Alps,  and  the 
most  practicable  in  winter  time.  "From 
the  posthouse  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  TRte.  128)  commences. 

About  halt  a  mile  beyond  the  Post 
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is  the  Hospice,  originally  founded  by 
Charlemagne,  who  crossed  the  Mont 
Oenis  with  an  army  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury. The  existing  edifice,  built  by 
Napoleon,  is  now  occupied,  half  by  a 
corps  of  carbineers  who  examine  the 
passports  of  all  travellers  crossing  the 
mountain;  the  other  half  by  monks 
of  the  Benedictine  order,  who  exer- 
cise gratuitous  hospitality  towards 
poor  travellers.  The  house  contains 
two  or  three  neat  bed-rooms  for 
guests  of  the  higher  class. 

At  Grande  Croix,  an  Inn  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  is  a 
group  of  taverns  occupied  by  carters 
and  muleteers;  there  the  descent  be- 
gins. The  road,  as  originally  con- 
structed, skirted  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountain;  but  owing  to  its  fearful 
exposure  to  avalanches,  this  portion 
of  it  has  been  abandoned,  ana  a  new 
line,  supported  on  a  lofty  causeway, 
and  reached  by  winding  tourniquets, 
descends  directly  through  the  midst 
of  the  plain  of  St  Nicobs,  quite  out 
of  the  reach  of  avalanches,  except 
between  the  3rd  and  4th  Refuges, 
where  they  still  sometimes  fSeJl  in 
spring.  A  gallery  cut  in  the  rock 
where  the  old  road  passed,  is  now 
abandoned:  it  exhibits  a  most  singular 
scene  of  confusion,  the  roof  having 
partly  fallen  in. 

The  barrier  of  Piedmont  stands  in 
the  midst  of  the  little  plain  of  St.  Ni- 
colas. On  issuing  from  this  plain,  a 
magnificent  mountain  on  the  left  is 
seen — the  Bochemelon:  on  its  sum- 
mit is  the  chapel  of  Ndtre  Dame  des 
Neiges,  formerly  visited  by  pilgrims, 
but  of  late  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  risk  and  difficulty  of  the  ascent 
From  its  top  a  view  may  be  obtained 
of  a  part  of  the  plains  of  Italy.  These 
are  not  visible  from  any  part  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  road  above  Molaret  The 
new  road  no  longer  passes  through 
Ferridre  and  Novalese,  but  process 
directly  to 

3  Molaret,  the  first  Piedmontese 
village,  near  which  there  is  a  small 
inn.  A  new  gallery  has  been  cut  in 
tiie  rock  between  this  and 

2  Susa.  (^Inns:  La  Posta;  Hotel 
de  Savoie,  new.)    This  little  town  of 


2000  Inhab.,  planted  at  the  point  of 
junction  of  the  roads  over  the  Mont 
Gen^vre  (Rte.  130)  and  the  Mont 
Cenis,  is  chiefly  remarkable  on  ac- 
count of  its  antiquity,  having  been 
founded  by  a  Roman  colony  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus,  under  the  name 
of  Segusio.  The  only  thing  worth 
notice  is  the  Arch  of  Triumph,  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  erected  about  eight 
years  B.C.,  in  honour  of  Augustus:  it 
IS  outside  the  town,  in  the  governor's 
garden.  Susa  and  the  rest  of  the 
route  to  Turin  are  described  in  the 
Handbook;  for  Noeth  Italy. 

If  Bruzzolo. 

If  Sant  Ambroglo. 

l}  RivolL 

2+  (including  ^  a  post  of  favour), 

Turin.  Inns :  Hdtel  Feder :— Hotel 
de  TEurope,  chez  Trombetta,  and  the 
Pension  Suisse,  are  also  excellent  A 
Protestant  Church  is  about  to  be  built, 
with  permission  of  the  Government, 
for  the  Yaudois,  in  which  English 
Ch.  Service  will  be  performed. 

For  Turin,  see  the  Handbook  for 
North  Italy. 

The  passage  of  the  Mont  Cenis,  on 
the  whole,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  least 
interesting  of  the  great  passes  of  the 
Alps,  though  the  most  frequented; 
there  are,  however,  some  striking 
points  of  view;  looking  back  upon 
Lanslebourg  from  the  ascent  on  the 
side  of  Savoy,  and  on  the  descent  into 
Piedmont,  the  vast  mountain  of  the 
Rochemelon  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  valley  of  Noval^se,  and  the  views 
of  the  Combe  of  Susa  and  plains  of 
Piedmont  seen  on  the  approach  to 
Susa,  are  very  fine.  The  ascent  on 
the  Ita^an  side  is  long  and  tedious, 
requiring  5  or  6  hrs.  There  are 
some  Interesting  excursions  to  be 
made  in  the  mountains  which  Sur- 
round the  plain  of  the  Mont  Cenis, 
and  a  day  or  two  may  be  spent  there 
agreeably ;  there  is  an  excellent  guide, 
Etienne  Mastrallet,  to  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  the  Hospice  on 
tne  Cenis. 
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mont  cenis  to  susa,  by  the  little 

mont    cenis    and    the    col    db 

glaib£e. 

(Ten  or  twelve  hours.) 

Those  who  would  make  an  excur- 
sion by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  a  sin- 
gularly wild  route,  instead  of  quietly 
descending  by  the  high  road  from  the 
Mont  Cenis  to  Susa,  may  accomplish 
it  easily  in  12  hrs. 

The  posthouse  of  the  Mont  Cenis 
rRte.  127)  is  left  by  ^path  which 
aescends  directly  to  the  lake,  then, 
skirting  its  ujpper  border  and  across 
the  meadows,  it  soon  ascends  rapidly 
towards  the  pasturages  which  lead  to 
the  chalets  of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis, 
which  are  distant  from  the  posthouse 
2  hrs.  The  mountain  slopes  around 
the  plain  of  the  Mont  Cenis  offer  some 
of  the  richest  pasturages  in  the  Alps; 
those  which  lead  to  the  Little  Mont 
Cenis  are  of  great  extent. 

A  very  little  way  beyond  the  cha- 
lets of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  the  col 
is  attained,  and  the  valley  which  de- 
scends to  Bramante,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc,  and  which  lies  at  right  angles 
with  the  path  across  the  col,  is  seen 
through  a  great  part  of  its  length. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  this  valley 
rises  the  peak  of  the  Grand  Vallon; 
and  a  little  on  the  left,  from  a  deep 
turn  in  the  valley  below,  called  the 
Combe  d^Ambin,  rises  one  of  the  finest 
peaks  in  the  Alps,  the  Mont  d*Ambin : 
on  it,  though  its  accessibility  seems  a 
miracle,  is  the  station  used  in  the 
triangulation  and  measure  of  an  arc 
of  the  meridian  across  the  gpreat  chain. 
The  entire  crest  of  the  Ambin  is  co- 
vered with  glaciers,  and  every  crue  is 
traced  by  a  white  bed  of  snow  that 
rests  within  it.  At  the  lower  extre- 
mity of  the  valley  of  Bramante  the 
mountains  of  the  Vanoise  close  the 
view. 

To  ascend  this  valley  it  is  necessary 
to  mount  from  the  col  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  Erectly  up  some  rocks, 
and  continue  for  a  short  time  on  that 
side  of  the  mountain;  the  path  after- 
wards descends  among  vast  rocks 
which  strew  this  sterile-looking  val- 


ley; and,  after  leaving  on  the  rieht 
the  turn  in  the  ravine  below,  which 
forms  the  Combe  d' Ambin,  through 
which  a  stream,  like  a  thread  of  silver, 
flows,  the  path  ascends  up  a  rugged 
and  broken  course  until  it  reaches  the 
chalets  of  Savines.  Here  there  is  a 
rich  little  spot  of  meadow  land,  and  a 
scanty  herbage  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley.  On  the  left,  a  rugged  path 
leads  across  from  the  posthouse  oa. 
the  Cenis  by  some  little  lakes  in  the 
mountains  of  Bard,  to  this  valley, 
above  the  chalets  of  Savines:  it  is 
rather  shorter,  but  more  fatiguing. 
Wolves  are  so  common  in  the  forest 
of  Bramante,  lower  down  the  vaUey, 
that  the  dogs  kept  at  the  chalets  of 
Savines  are  of  great  power,  having 
their  necks  armed  with  spiked  collars. 
The  wolves  here  are  probably  the 
successors  of  those  ravenous  rascals 
that  gobbled  u^  Walpole's  poor  little 
dog  Toby,  as  his  master  passed  with 
the  poet  Gray  at  the  foot  of  this 
forest  on  his  way  into  Italy.  The 
herdsman  always  has  his  rifle  ready, 
when  he  hears  the  alarm  from  his 
dogs,  to  destroy  the  marauder. 

Having  ascended  above  the  mea- 
dows of  Savines,  the  path  rises  amidst 
rocks  and  stones,  and  at  length  reaches 
a  little  lake  in  an  elevat^  plain,  in 
which  all  seems  desolate,  solitary,  and 
sterile.  The  black  precipices  of  the 
mountain  of  Bard  on  the  left  hand 
and  those  of  the  Mont  d* Ambin  on 
the  right,  bound  its  sides;  from  the 
Ambin  enormous  glaciers  sweep  down 
to  the  lake,  and  small  cataracts,  from 
the  melting  of  the  ice  on  either  side, 
mark  their  courses  by  light  lines  of 
foam  that  steam  down  the  precipices, 
and  make  their  dark  masses  still 
blacker.  Amidst  this  apparent  ste- 
rility thousands  of  gentianellas,  ra- 
nunculus glacialis,  violets  of  the  rich- 
est fragrance,  and  a  hundred  other 
Alpine  flowers,  grow  and  bloom  un- 
seen, in  every  swampy  spot,  and  be- 
tween the  stones  with  which  the  plain 
and  col  are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  by  the  meltings 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  d' Ambin, 
It  is  called  the  Lac  Blanc,  or  Lac  de 
Savines :  it  is  about  1  m.  long.     At 
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its  upper  extremity  is  a  low  ridge 
certainly  not  a  hundred  feet  above  tne 
level  of  the  lake.  This  is  a  crest  of  the 
great  chain,  the  Col  de  Clairee :  across 
it  two  paths  lie — that  on  the  rt.,.by  a 
wild  and  difficult  course,  leads  over 
the  Col  de  Touilles  to  Salabertrand, 
in  the  Val  d'Exilles. 

The  route  to  Susa  lies  on  the  left : 
by  it  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
Clairee  «is  down  a  steep  and  rocky 
hollow,  which  terminates  at  the  cross- 
ing of  a  bright  stream  near  a  pas- 
turage. This  spot,  where  wine  may 
be  cooled  in  the  stream,  is  a  delicious 
place  of  rest,  and  where  the  refresh- 
ment, which  it  is  necessary  for  the 
traveller  to  take  with  him  from  the 
inn  on  the  Mont  Cenis,  will  be  fully 
enjoyed.  From  this  place  of  rest  a 
steep  slope  leads  down  to  the  pas- 
turage seen  from  the  resting-place. 
It  is  a  flat,  surmounting  enormous 
precipices,  which  seem  to  forbid  any 
attempt  to  descend  from  them ;  and 
there  will  be  little  disposition  imme- 
diately to  seek  a  path,  for  from  this 
spot  one  of  the  most .  glorious  views 
in  the  Alps  is  presented.  Imme- 
diately below  is  the  deep  basin  and 
narrow  valley  of  the  Clairee,  which 
is  almost  always  filled  with  vapour 
that  seems  to  boil  as  in  a  caldron: 
when  the  clouds  from  it  rise  hi^h 
enough  to  catch  the  current  of  air, 
they  disperse. 

Beyond  this  valley,  the  mountain 
above  Chaumont,  in  tne  Yal  d'Exilles, 
bounds  the  view ;  but,  turning  to- 
wards the  left,  the  Combe  of  Susa  is 
seen  over  the  intervening  mountains, 
even  to  its  termination  in  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  stretching  away  to  the 
horizon  far  beyond  the  hill  of  the 
Superga. 

On  the  rt.  are  the  precipices,  which 
must  be  climbed,  though  they  seem  to 
be  utterly  impracticable,  by  those  who 
would  go  from  the  Col  de  Clairee  to 
the  Col  de  Touilles. 

So  abrupt  are  the  edges  of  the  pre- 
cipices that  divide  the  lower  valley 
from  this  pasturage,  that  descent 
seems  hopeless.  "We  stood,"  says 
one  who  has  travelled  much  in  these 
unfrequented  passes  of  the  Alps,  "  on 
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the  brink  of  enormous  precipices, 
their  outlines  at  our  feet  cut  ab- 
ruptly against  the  clouds,  into  which, 
through  occasional  openings  made 
by  the  wind,  we  could  see  the  black, 
deep,  and  shadowed  valley.  The 
scene  was  most  impressive.  Our 
guide  was  puzzled  for  a  short  time  by 
the  clouds  which  obscured  the  point 
for  which  we  should  make.  At  length 
he  led  us  down  the  precipice  by  a 
most  extraordinary  path,  which  it 
was  difficult  to  discover.  It  was  like 
winding  step^which  had  been  rudely 
cut  in  a  cre^ce:  it  seemed  like  a 
descent  through  a  chimney.  Below 
this  rift,  a  steep,  difficult,  stony,  and 
most  fatiguing  path  brought  us  to 
some  Pie(uuontese  chalets. 

"  Though  the  clouds  seemed  to  sink 
as  we  descended,  they  sometimes  in 
their  changes  enveloped  us ;  and  wo 
were  glad  to  hear  the  voice  of  a  boy, 
who,  having  heard  us,  shouted  to  us 
from  the  chalets,  to  tell  us  what  di- 
rection we  should  take. 

"  A  still  more  difficult  path  led  us 
further  down  to  some  other  chalets, 
below  which  there  were  extensive 
pasturages  on  a  steep  slope.  Having 
crossed  these,  we  entered  a  woo^ 
down  through  which  the  most  abrupt, 
and  fatiguing  part  of  our  route  lay, 
which  would  scarcely  have  been, 
practicable  but  for  the  entangled 
roots,  From  the  wood  we  emerged 
upon  a  rocky  slope,  and,  after  a. 
march  of  8  or  9  hrs.,  reached  a  few 
scattered  stone  huts  at  the  head  of 
the  Val  de  Clairee.  On  looking  back 
we  appeared  to  have  descended  the 
face  of  a  precipice,  down  which  the 
numerous  streams  of  the  Clairee  ran 
from  the  summit  as  if  they  issued- 
from  the  sky,  to  the  torrent  by  which 
we  rested;  the  white  lines  were  trace-? 
able  through  three  or  four  thousand 
feet  of  their  descent. 

"  The  pass  of  the  Clairee  is,  on 
the  Italian  side,  the  steepest  that  I 
have  ever  traversed.  This  was  one  of 
the  many  difficult  passes  by  which 
the  Vaudois,  in  1687,  under  their 
pastor  and  captain,  Henri  Amaud, 
returned  to  their  valleys.  They  had, 
after  entering  Savoy,  wandered  by  a 
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oonrse  rather  difficult  to  trace,  until 
they  had  crossed  the  Col  de  Bon- 
homme,  whence  they  descended  into 
the  Tarentaise,  traversed  the  Mont 
Iseran  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc ; 
thence  by  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Col  de  Clairee, 
into  the  vaUey  of  the  Clairee.  Here 
they  encountered  the  troops  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  prevented 
their  entry  into  the  valley  of  Exilles 
by  the  Clairee,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  return  and  cross  the  Col  de 
Touilles,  from  which  ^e  southern 
branch  of  the  Clairee,  called  the  Ci- 
auri,  flows.  The  account  of  their 
sufierings,  before  they  cleared  these 
mountam  passes,  and  so  signally  de- 
feated their  enemies  at  the  bridge  of 
Salabertrand,  forms  a  part  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting  narratives  ever 
published ;  it  was  written  by  Henri 
Amaud  himself,  their  colonel  and 
pastor.* 

*«  The  recollection  of  their  perilous 
adventures,"  says  the  author  of  *  Ex- 
cursions in  the  Alps,'  "was  vividly 
recalled  whilst  sitting  on  a  spot  which 
they  also  had  visited,  resting  ourselves 
from  a  fiitiguing  descent  which  they 
had  encountered,  and  in  sight  of  the 
savaee  mountain  of  Les  Touilles,  by 
whicn  they  were  compelled  to  retreat, 
and  encounter  yet  idrther  dangers. 
The  few  miserable  huts  near  us  were 
uninhabited,  and  neither  afforded 
ehelter  nor  food.  Continuing  our 
route,  we  kept  close  to  the  torrent, 
from  which  a  large  stream  was  sepa- 
rated for  irrigation.  By  the  side  of 
the  channel  of  this  stream  we  con- 
tinued some  way  ;  then  the  road  sank 
below  it;  afterwards  we  ascended 
rapidly  by  a  steep  path  cut  out  at  the 
foot  of  precipices,  which  rose  in  un- 
broken grandeur  directly  over  us. 

'*  Along  the  face  of  these  rocks  the 

*  It  wu  ttandated  by  the  late  Bngh  Dyke 
Aeland,  from  a  rare  copy,  under  the  title  of 
<The  Glorious  Reoorery  by  the  Vaudois  of 
their  Valleys  ■ '  An  account  of  these  interestins 
people,  and  of  this  their  most  remarkable  a£ 
venture,  has  been  ffiven  to  the  world  by  Dr. 
Wm.  Beattie,  in  his  History  of  the  Waldenses. 
publbhed  by  Virtue,  which  contains  ennaved 
views  of  the  eventfitl  scenes  through  whidi  they 


channel  for  the  watercourse  was  cut  ; 
and  though,  at  our  greatest  elevation 
above  the  valley  of  Clairee,  we  were 
at  least  a  thousand  feet  higher  than 
the  natural  bed  of  the  torrent,  we 
were  still  below  the  head  of  the  arti- 
ficial channel  whence  its  waters  flowed 
rapidly  towards  us.  It  was  difficult 
to  beheve  the  fact  before  our  eves  ; 
and,  as  we  looked  back  into  thd  snort, 
deep,  narrow  valley  that  we  had  left, 
and  whilst  we  saw  the  Clairee  foam- 
ing down  its  course,  the  aqueduct 
seemed  to  ascend  steeply  from  the 
valley.  This  water  is  led  round  the 
brow  of  the  mountain  to  irrigate  the 
meadows  above  Jaillon.  From  the 
highest  point  of  our  passage  the  view 
up  the  valley  of  the  Doire  to  ExiUes 
was  very  fine  ;  and  immediately  after 
passing  this  point,  the  Combe  of  Susa 
opened  to  us  from  between  the  Roche 
Melon  and  the  Col  de  FenStre,  to  the 
plains  beyond  Turin.  We  soon  fell 
mto  the  nigh  road  from  the  Mont 
Cenis  (Rte.  127)  ;  and  about  7  o'clock 
reached  the  Hotel  de  la  Poste  at 
Susa." 

ROUTE  129. 

GRENOBLE     TO     BBIAN9OK    BY      BOUBO 

d'otsaks,  and  the  ool  de  LAUTA- 

RET. 

(Two  Days.) 

Grenoble  (Gratianopolis),  the  chief 
city  in  the  Departement  de  Tlsdre, 
an  important  place  beautifully  situ- 
ated, and  having  a  population  of 
25,000,  is  descri^  in  the  Hand- 
book FOB  France.  It  is  here  only 
mentioned  as  the  starting  point  for  an 
excursion  across  the  Cm  de  Lautaret 
to  the  pass  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre. 

There  is  a  good  but  very  circuitous 
road  from  Grenoble  by  ViziUe,  Gap 
and  Embrun  to  Brian9on,  and  a  dili- 
gence goes  to  the  latter  town  daily 
from  Grenoble; but  it  is  50  m.  further, 
and  through  a  country  that  is  gener- 
ally uninteresting,  wnilst  that  by  the 
Col  de  XAutaret  f£oimds  with  some  of 
tiie  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

To  save  this  distance.  Napoleon 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  new 
road  by  this  pass,  and  many  magni- 
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ficent  works  were  completed  npon  it, 
bnt  since  his  abdication  it  has  been 
abandoned.  The  new  line  was  called 
*"  Boute  d'E^agne  en  ItalieJ' 

The  road  to  Yizille  formerly  crossed 
the  plain  of  Grenoble,  then  ascending 
the  h^hts  by  a  course  parallel  to  liie 
river  Vrac  descended  to  the  town  of 
Yizille.  But  within  a  few  ^ears,  a 
perfectly  leyel  communication  has 
been  made  by  the  road  to  Marseilles, 
up  the  plain,  through  fine  avenues  to 
(he  villafi^e  of  La  cSux,  where  there  is 
a  remarkable  bridge  over  the  Drac 
The  road  to  Yisille  thence  continues 
up  the  banks  of  the  Romanche  by  a 
course  nearly  leveL 

Viziltet  3^  leagues,  has  about  2000 
Inhab.  Its  inns  are  wretched.  It  is 
considered  as  the  cradle  of  the  first 
French  revolution,  for  here  the  par- 
liament of  Dauphiny  first  made  a  de- 
claration £i.tal  to  the  power  of  the 
Bourbons. 

Here  is  the  Chdieau  of  the  cele- 
brated constable  of  the  17th  century, 
Lesdigui^res.  It  had,  since  the  revo- 
lution, become  the  property  of  M. 
Ferier,  the  brother  of  the  minister, 
who  had  established  cotton  or  flax 
works  here;  but  it  was  partly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1825. 

A  char  may  be  used  on  the  road  to 
the  Col  de  Lautaret  as  far  as  Bourg 
d*Oysans,  to  which  town  there  is  also 
a  diligence  from  Grenoble.  The  road 
ascends  by  the  right  bank  of  the  Ro- 
manche tnrough  a  narrow,  but  beau- 
tiful and  weU-wooded  valley,  which 
runs  with  nearly  the  same  wild  cha- 
racter into  the  heart  of  the  mountains 
for  6  or  7  leagues.  In  some  places 
the  valley  widens  enough  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  village  or  a  hamlet: 
of  tibese,  Chichilane,  Gavet,  and  La 
Clavet  are  the  principal.  Near  Gavet 
there  are  some  iron  works.  This  re- 
markable ravine  or  Combe,  which  is 
also  an  English,  or  rather  Celtic 
name  fbr  a  defile,  bears  the  name  of 
the  Combe  de  Gavet,  and  extends 
from  the  plain  of  Yizille  to  the  plain 
of  the  Bourg  d'Oysans,  a  fertile  valley, 
surrounded  by  lofty  mountains.  It 
is  within  record  that  a  large  lake  was 
formed  in  the  11th  century  by  the 


falling  of  the  neighbouring  mountains 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Combe  de 
Gavet:  this  dammed  the  river,  and 
the  waters  accumulated  in  the  plain 
above,  and  formed  a  large  lake,  of 
which  the  surfttoe  was  3  leagues  long, 
and  1  wide,  and  its  depth  from  60 
to  80  ft.  This  lake  existed  for  about 
200  years.  At  length,  in  September, 
1229,  it  burst  its  bwrier,  ruwed  into 
the  Combe  of  Guvet,  swept  away  in 
its  fiiry  every  thing  that  it  touched, 
rapidly  passed  into  the  Drac,  and 
thence  into  the  Is^re,  then  flowing 
over  the  plain  below  the  two  rivers 
submergect  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  plain 
of  Bourg  d'Oysans,  a  path  across  the 
mountains  leads  to  the  valley  of  Alle- 
mont,  where  there  are  iron  works,  but 
the  readiest  access  to  them  is  from 
the  valley  of  Gresivaudan,  above 
Grenoble.  Yery  near  Bourg  d'Oy- 
sans, a  gold  mine  is  still  worked. 

Bourg  d^OysanSy  7^  leagues  from 
Yizille,  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  and  near  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  The  ve^tatlon 
of  its  valley  is  remarkably  nch;  the 
lofty  mountains  that  surround  it  offer 
in  some  places  precipitous  faces  that 
present  extraordinary  instances  of  tor- 
tuous stratification.  On  approaching 
the  Bourg,  the  enormous  Mont  de 
Lens,  vn^t  in  glaciers,  closes  the 
head  c^  the  valley,  and  divides  the 
torrent  which  flows  from  the  dark 
gorges  of  the  Yen^n,  which  descends 
m)m  the  valley  of  St  Christopher, 
from  that  of  the  Bomanche,  which 
flows  through  die  Combe  of  MalvaL 

The  inn  at  Bourg  d'Oysans  (Hotel 
de  la  Poste)  is  the  onfy  endurable 
one  on  the  route;  it  is  therefore  de- 
sirable to  divide  the  journey  here,  and 
rest  at  11  leagues  from  Grenoble. 
Indeed,  it  is  almost  necessary,  as 
Monestier,  the  next  point  of  conve- 
nient rest,  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Col  de  Lautaret,  distant  a  long  day's 
journey.  If  the  traveller  should  ar- 
rive early  enough  to  push  on  to  La 
Grave,  nearly  6  hrs.  further,  he  may 
rest  there  in  a  poor  inn,  made,  how- 
ever, more  endurable  now  than  it  was 
formerly;  but  he  should  be  assured  of 


876 


BOUTE  129. — GRENOBLE  TO  BRIAN9ON. 


Sect-  rr. 


daylight  for  his  journey  thither 
through  the  magnincent  scenery  of 
the  Combe  of  Malval. 

[An  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  La 
Berarde,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  of  St  Christophe,  between  7 
and  8  hours'  walk  from  the  Bour^. 
The  only  inn  on  the  whole  route  is 
at  the  finely  situated  village  of  Yenos, 
2^  hrs.  from  Bourg  d'Oysans,  where 
there  are  tolerable  quarters,  but  the 
traveller  must  carry  his  own  provi- 
sions thither.  St  Christopher  is  2 
hrs.  above  Yenos,  and  La  Berarde 
lies  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  the 
highest  peak  in  the  southern  Alps. 
The  scenery  of  the  whole  valley,  and 
especiall^r  at  and  above  La  Berarde, 
may  vie  in  grandeur  with  any  in  the 
Alps.  The  valley  is  less  known  than 
Chamouni  was  before  the  time  of 
Wyndham  and  Pocock  $  but  a  day 
devoted  to  visiting  it  from  Bourg 
d'Oysans  will  always  be  remembered 
vnth  gratification  by  the  lover  of 
sublime  scenery.] 

From  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  Monestier, 
the  road  is  practicable  only  for  mules. 
In  many  places  a  ^ood  char-road  re- 
mains, but  from  pomtto  point  the  road 
has  been  allowed  to  fall  so  entirely  to 
decay  as  to  become  impracticable. 

A  little  beyond  tne  Bourg,  Hhe 
road  twice  crosses  the  Romanche, 
and  ascends  by  its  left  bank  very  high 
above  the  Infemet,  as  the  inaccessible 
Combe  of  Malval  is  called,  and  at 
least  800  ft  over  the  torrent  The 
ancient  road — for  this  course  was 
known  to  the  Romans,  from  Briancon 
to  Grenoble — passed  much  higner 
behind  Mont  Lens,  where  there  is  a 
village  of  this  name,  4200  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  In  carrying  the 
new  road  along,  above  the  torrent, 
where  the  escarpments  of  the  moun- 
tains are  bare,  smooth,  and  nearly 
perpendicular,  wherever  it  has  been 

Sossible  to  cut  away  the  rock  in  open 
ay,  to  terrace  the  road,  this  has  been 
done;  but  where  masses  projected 
which  could  not  be  removed,  these 
have  been  boldly  cut  through,  and  a 
gallery  has  been  made  in  one  place 
200  ft.  longer  than  that  of  Gondo,  in 


the  route  of  the  Simplon.     (Rte.  57.) 
Three  lateral  openings  were  found    to 
be  necessary  to  light  the  gallery ;  firom 
either  of  these  a  sight  of  the  foaming^ 
course  of  the  torrent,  800  ft    below, 
is  most  appalling.     At  the  further 
end  of  the  gallery  the  road  sweeps 
down  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
then  passes  nearly  on  its  level  throug^h 
another  gallery.    Such  are  the  extra- 
ordinary wotIls  on  this  route,  so  long* 
left  useless  to  the  world,  for  the  wan£ 
of  doing  something  more  to   make 
them  available.    But  though  utterly 
neglected    by    Louis    XYIH.     and 
Cluirles  X.,  tne  works  were  resumed 
and  continued  by  Louis  Philippe.  This 
mi^^nificent  road,  which,  for  scenery 
and  engineering,    ranks  amone    the 
grandest  in  the  Alps,  is  now  (1840) 
in  rapid  progress.     With  the  excep- 
tion of  some  laborious  cuttings  made 
to  facilitate   the    entrance  into    the 
defile  of  the  Infemets,  it  is  finished 
to  Le  Dauphin,  and  in  active  progress 
further  on,  amidst  stupendous  diffi- 
culties, as  far  as  La  Grave. 

From  the  last  gallery,  the  road 
rises  up  through  a  valley  filled  with 
rocks  and  blocks  of  enormous  size 
that  have  fallen  from  the  mountains 
above,  and  which  are  interspersed 
with  a  few  trees  and  a  scanty  culti- 
vation. In  the  midst  of  such  a  desert 
lies  the  hamlet  of 

Le  Dauphin,  4  leagues  firom  Bourg 
d'Oysans  :  here  refreshment  may  be 
had  at  a  miserable  auberge.  Above 
Le  Dauphin,  the  savage  and  rocky 
character  of  the  valley  predominates ; 
and  the  traveller  enters  a  nearly 
straight  ravine  of  almost  unequalled 
wildness,  bounded  by  the  precipitous 
bases  of  mountains  thousands  of  feet 
in  height,  almost  everywhere  inacces- 
sible, those  of  Mont  de  Lens  on  the 
rt  absolutely  so,  and  crowned  by 
fields  of  ice  and  snow,  which,  owing 
to  the  height  and  abruptness  of  the 
defile,  can  only  here  and  there  be  seen 
from  below. 

Numerous  streams  are  crossed, 
which  descend  in  falls  from  the  gla- 
ciers that  crest  the  precipices,  and 
foaming  over  the  steep  talus  formed 
on  the  sides  of  the  valley  by  the  dU- 
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iiitegration  of  the  mountaiii,  cross 
the  road,  and  add  to  the  fury  of  the 
Homanche.  Not  far  from  Le  Dau- 
phin, on  the  1.,  a  magnificent  cata- 
ract gushes  out  from  the  top  of  the 
precipice,  and  falls  in  a  large  volume 
into  the  valley  below ;  this  is  called 
X«  8aut  de  la  Pucelle.  The  universal 
story  of  a  peasant-girl  leaping  down 
unhurt,  to  escape  the  violence  of  a 
chasseur,  is  appued  to  this  fell  also. 

So  vast  are  some  of  the  blocks  that 
strew  the  valley,  that  one  among 
others  measures  50  paces  in  length, 
atid  against  several,  stone  huts  and 
chMets  are  raised  and  sheltered  ;  for 
though  there  appear  to  be  little  herb- 
age here,  what  there  is  is  rich  enough 
to  induce  those  who  have  herds  to 
send  them  here  to  pasturage. 

Still  further  up  the  valley,  near  a 
fine  cataract,  on  the  1.,  are  the  lead- 
mines  of  Les  Freaux,  belonging  to 
M.  Marat  de  TOmbre,  where  many 
workmen  are  employed  to  raise  the 
ore  and  smelt  it.  The  adits  are  seen 
high  upon  the  precipitous  sides  of  the 
mountains,  and  ropes  and  machinery 
extend  into  the  valley  below ;  these 
mines  are  said  to  be  worked  to  ad« 
vantage.  The  completion  of  this  road 
to  Grenoble  would  be  to  the  proprie- 
tors a  measure  of  great  importance. 

At  the  head  of  this  savage  valley 
the  road  rises  to  the  miserable  village 
of  La  Grave,  where  there  is  a  wretched 
inn.  Here  the  author  was  once  de- 
tained all  night  in  a  storm,  and  the 
filth  and  misery  of  such  a  gite  cannot 
be  imagined.  At  a  future  visit  no 
bread  could  be  procured,  except  the 
black  stuff,  so  misnamed,  baked  once 
a  ^ear,  which  it  is  necessary  to  chop 
with  a  hatchet  (which  always  lies  by 
the  loaf)  and  soak  in  water.  Eggs, 
however,  may  be  had,  and  always 
good  wine.  The  resumption  of  the 
construction  of  the  road,  by  increas- 
ing the  intercourse,  is  said  to  have 
made  the  Inn  at  La  Grave  more  tole- 
rable. This  extraordinary  road  is 
now  in  the  course  of  being  boldly  car- 
ried the  whole  way  along  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Romanche,  through  the  savage 
defile  described. 
•    The  situation  of  La  Grave  is  very 


fine,  directly  opposite  to  the  vast 
glaciers  of  the  Mont  de  Lens,  which 
present  a  scene  of  the  most  striking 
grandeur.  During  the  winter,  the 
cold  precludes  the  burying  of  the 
dead — the  ground  is  too  hard  ;  the 
bodies  are  therefore  suspended  in  the 
granges  until  the  returning  spring.  So 
wretchedly  are  the  people  off  for  fuel, 
that  dried  cow-dung  is  chiefly  used. 

On  leaving  La  Grave,  the  path 
descends  to  pass  some  rocks  ;  then 
rising,  it  leacfe  abruptly  to  a  turn  in 
the  valley  that  overlooks  a  very  fine 
fell  of  the  Bomanche,  all  its  waters 
being  poured  into  a  deep  abyss ;  to 
flank  this  abyss,  the  road,  making  a 
little  detour,  rises  above  the  head  of  the 
fall,  and  soon  after  the  traveller  reaches 

VtUardcTArhie,  a  village  as  wretched 
as  that  of  La  Grave.  Here  the  moun- 
tain of  the  Lautaret  commences,  or 
rather,  the  mountain  ridge,  or  barrier 
that  divides  the  valley  of  the  Ro- 
manche from  that  of  Monestier  or 
the  Guisanne.  This  pass  rises  to  the 
height  of  more  than  6000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea;  the  col  is  covered 
with  the  most  beautiful  pasturage, 
and  is  one  of  the  richest  spots  in  tne 
Dauphiny  Alps  for  the  harvest  of  the 
botanist. 

On  the  summit,  2  leagfues  from 
Villard  d'Ar^ne,  there  is  a  Maison 
Hospitalier^  one  of  those  founded  by 
Humbert  IL  in  the  llith  century; 
this  is  kept  by  a  peasant  appointed  to 
the  duty;  but  travellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  trust  to  getting  fed  there,  though 
wine  always,  and  bread  and  curds  may 
sometimes  be  found  on  the  Lautaret. 

The  scene  from  the  col  is  most 
sublime :  immediately  above  it,  on  the 
rt.,  is  the  Mont  d'Arcines,  scathed, 
and  pinnacled  with  rocks,  and  clothed 
with  enormous  glaciers,  ending,  on  the 
side  of  the  Romanche,  in  the  glacier 
of  Tabuchet,  whence  this  river  has  its 
source;  on  the  other  side,  the  river 
Guisanne  is  seen  tumbling  down  the 
Mont  d'Arcines,  from  its  glaciers,  to 
flow  through  the  valley  of  Monestier. 

From  the  Col  de  Lautaret  a  steep 
road  descends  into  the  sterile  and 
miserable  valley  of  the  Guisanne,  to 
the  first  hamlet,  La  Madelaine,  thence 
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Brian^on  across  the  Mont  Gen^-vre  to 
Italy.  I 

It  is  a  city  of  high  antiquity.    X^lin  j    ■ 
attributed     its     foundation     to      the 
Greeks,  who  were  chased  from    the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Como;  others 
have  given  its  foundation  to  Bellove- 
sus  or  Brennus.    Ammianus  Marcel- 
linus    calls  it  Yirgantia    Castellam. 
It  held  a  Roman  garrison.     St.  Jijn- 
brose  was  here  on  his  way  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphiny  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Yalens,  whom 
he  was  going  to  baptize. 

This  little  city  is  one  of  the  smaUest 
in  France,  having  less  than  3000  In- 
hab.  The  streets  are  narrow  and 
steep,  but  many  of  the  houses  are 
well  built.  It  boasts  of  a  Grande 
Place :  its  church  is  not  worth  a  visit. 

The  town  itself  is  strong  from  its 
position  and  mural  defences,  but  the 
seven  forts  which  guard  it  render  it 
almost  impregnable.  Between  the 
city  and  some  of  these  forts  there  is 
a  bridge  over  the  deep  bed  of  the 
Durance,  which  foams  beneath  vast 
precipices.  The  bridge  is  of  bold  con- 
struction, a  single  arch  of  130  English 
feet  span,  and  180  feet  above  the  tor- 
rent. It  was  built  in  1730,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marechal  d'Asfeld. 

See  Handbook  for  France. 


to  La  Loizet,  where  there  is  a  toler- 
able inn;  still  lower  is  the  village  of 
Casset,  at  the  base  of  the  glacier  of 
Lasciale  ;  and  at  the  end  of  nearly 
3  hrs.  from  the  Col  de  liautaret  are 
the 

Baths  of  Monestier,  14  leagues  from 
Bourgd'Oysans:  here  there  are  seve- 
ral inns,  much  frequented  during  the 
season,  of  which  the  best,  Chez  Ar- 
mand,  is  very  tolerable. 

The  mineral  waters  here  have  a 
temperature  of  101°,  and  are  both 
drank  and  employed  in  baths:  they 
are  ^so  abundant  that  they  are  em- 
ployed to  turn  a  miU.  Below  Mo- 
nestier,  the  valley  exhibits  cultiva- 
tion; barley  is  grown,  and  the  mea- 
dows, by  irrigations,  are  very  pro- 
ductive; and,  after  the  naked  and  ste- 
rile route  from  Le  Dauphin  to  Mo- 
nestier,  the  appearance  of  trees  is 
hailed  as  giving  the  highest  charm  to 
the  scenery. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Guisanne 
can  be  seen  to  Brian9on,  where  the 
forts  of  this  frontier  town  are  visible, 
piled  above  each  other;  beyond  is  a 
chain  of  lofty  mountains,  over  which 
is  seen  the  peak  of  the  Monte  Viso; 
this  is  a  magnificent  scene. 

There  are  several  villages  in  the 
Yal  Monestier  below  the  oaths;  the 
principal  are  La  Salle,  Chantemerle, 
so  named  from  the  number  of  black- 
birds that  frequent  it;  and  St.  Chaf- 
frejr.  The  approach  to  Brianyon  is 
strikingly  fine,  its  walls  and  forts 
rising  as  they  do  to  the  highest  T/n- 
femet,  which  is  placed  on  a  peak, 
nearly  10,000  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea;  the  broad  rich  valley  of  the 
Durance  below  the  town,  and  the 
mountain  boundaries  to  ^e  valley, 
make  this  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
towns  and  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

Briangon,  3  hours'  walk  from  Mo- 
nestier. The  best  inn  is  L'Ours.  This 
town  has  gates,  walls,  and  regular 
defences,  and  every  strong  position  is 
occupied  with  a  fort  or  battery;  it 
guards  the  frontier  of  France  by  the 
pass  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre  and  the 
valley  of  the  Durance.  A  diligence 
goes  daily  to  and  from  Embrun,  but 
there  is  no  public  conveyance  from 


ROUTE  130. 

BRIAN9ON  TO  SUSA,  BY  THE  PASS  OF 
THE  MONT  GENilVRE. 

On  leaving  Brian9on  for  the  Mont 
Genevre,  the  valley  of  the  Durance  is 
ascended  by  a  narrow  gorge  for  more 
than  a  league,  as  far  as  La  Yachette, 
a  little  hamlet  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mont  Genevre.  Here,  on  the  L, 
opens  the  Yal  de  Neuvache,  a  fine, 
large,  and  productive  valley,  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  valley  of  the  Gui- 
sanne. It  is  also  called  the  Yal  des 
Pres,  from  its  rich  meadows.  Its 
mountains  are  clothed  with  forests ; 
through  it  the  river  Clairee  flows  for 
10  leagues,  and  then  loses  its  name  in 
a  less  considerable  torrent — the  Du- 
rance, which  has  scarcely  run  2 
leagues  from  its  source  in  the  Mont 
Genevre.    At  the  foot  of  ihe  Mont 
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Oen^vre  is  a  foimtain  which  formerly 
bore  the  name  of  Napoleoa,  and 
eerred  to  commemorate  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  route.  This  was  re- 
moved by  the  Bourbons,  lest  some 
thdrsty  wayfarer  should  bless  his 
memory. 

The  ascent  commences  through  a 
pine  forest,  and  by  a  series  of  ad- 
mirably constructed  zie^zags  leads  the 
traveller  up  to  the  coX  and  presents 
at  every  turn  a  variety  in  the  views 
of  Brian^on  and  its  forts,  the  valleys 
of  the  Durance  and  Neuvache,  and 
the  surrounding  mountains ;  these  so 
much  relieve  the  tedium  of  ascent 
that  the  summit  is  attained  before  the 
traveller  has  any  idea  that  he  has  ac- 
complished a  distance  of  nearlv  2 
leagues.  The  old  road  continuea  by 
the  pine  foiests  up  the  L  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pedestrians  still  pursue 
it,  as  it  is  much  the  shortest  to  attain 
the  Col  of  the  Mont  Genevre. 

The  plain  of  the  Mont  Genevre  is 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley 
on  its  summit,  nearly  6000  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  there  are  fine 
pasturages  on  the  slopes  of  the  neigh- 
oouring  mountains.  On  the  plain 
there  is  a  village  called  the 

Bourg  Mont  Genivref  3  leagues  from 
Brian^on,  which  is  inhabit^  all  the 
year.  Here  is  the  custom-house,  a 
troublesome  place  to  those  who  enter 
La  belle  Fraruie, 

On  the  plain,  and  almost  firom  a 
common  source,  two  rivers  rise — the 
Durance,  which  flows  into  France  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Doira- 
Susana,  which  flows  into  the  Po  and 
the  Adriatic 

On  the  summit  of  the  plain  an 
obelisk  was  erected  to  conmiemorate 
the  construction,  in  1807,  of  this  fine 
road  over  the  Alps.  It  is  60  ft.  high, 
and  had  on  its  pedestal  inscriptions  to 
record  the  event :  these  the  Bourbons 
removed.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
wicked  and  the  weak  who  ordered 
the  destruction  of  such  memorials  as 
these,  and  the  record  on  the  fountain 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  Gren^vre,  can 
have  thought  that  with  their  removal 
the  fame  of  Napoleon  would  be  for- 
gotten ?   Some  retribution  has  already 


fallen  upon  such  folly  and  injustice. 
Orders  were  g^ven  by  Louis  Philippe 
for  the  restoration  of  the  inscriptions 
on  the  obelisk  and  the  fountain. 

On  leaving  the  Col  of  the  Mont 
Genevre,  the  course  of  the  river  is 
followed  for  2  leagues  down  a  series 
of  tourniquets,  made  in  the  loose  soil 
on  the  side  of  Mont  Chabertan,  along 
which  the  road  is  carried,  until  it 
reaches  the  bed  of  the  river  and 
crosses  it  about  2  miles  from  Cesanne; 
the  road  then  continues  to  this  vil- 
lage, where  the  stream  from  the  Mont 
Genevre  £eJ1s  into  a  larger  branch, 
which  descends  from  the  lofty  moun- 
tains that  bound  the  Protestant  Val- 
leys of  Piedmont 

Cesanne,  where  there  are  two  mi- 
serable inns,  is  not  more  than  S^ 
hours'  good  walk  from  Brian9on. 

Below  Cesanne,  the  course  lies 
down  the  valley  to  Susa  by  a  miser- 
able road  for  carriages.  The  first 
important  commune  in  the  valley  is 

Oitlxy  3  leagues,  a  large  village  at 
the  entrance  to  the  va&ey  of  Bar- 
donneche,  whence  there  is  a  pass  by 
the  Col  de  la  Rue  to  Modane,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Arc  From  Oulx,  it  is 
about  2  leagues  to  Salabertrand,  a 
place  memorable  for  the  battle  fought 
and  won  by  the  Yaudois,  under  Henri 
Amaud,  on  their  return  to  their  val- 
leys, after  expatriation,  in  1689,  when 
they  were  opposed  by  2500  regular 
entrenched  troops,  three  times  their 
numbers,  and  commanded  by  the 
Marquess  de  Larrey,  who  was  wound- 
ed in  the  action  :  every  spot  around 
has  interest  in  connection  with  that 
event :  the  mountain  by  which  they 
had  descended  on  the  night  of  the 
battle  ;  and  that  by  the  Col  de  Sou, 
which  they  had  crossed  to  go  into 
their  valleys  after  their  victory. 

Beyond  Salabertrand  the  valley 
narrows  considerably,  and  forms,  a 
good  league  below,  near  the  fort  of 
Exilles,  a  deep  defile;  in  the  midst 
of  this  the  fort  is  placed,  which  per- 
fectly commands  the  valley ;  here  the 
river  is  crossed,  and  the  road  thence 
continues  on  its  rt  bank,  beneath  the 
heights  of  Chaumont — a  spot  rendered 
memorable  by  the  £Eite  of  the  Comte 
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-de  Belleisle,  who  fell  here  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1747  :  his  desperate  valour, 
which  had  been  excitea  by  the  pro- 
mise of  a  B&ton  de  Marechai  of  France, 
if  he  succeeded  in  forcing  the  pass, 
was  checked  after  he  h£l  received 
many  severe  wounds,  by  a  coup  de 
grace  from  a  grenadier  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Monferrat 

The  valley,  in  and  below  the  defile, 
is  richly  wooded,  and  preserves  nearly 
the  same  character  for  3  leagues,  from 
Salabertrand  to 

Susa  (Ete.  127),  22  m.  from  Ce- 
sanne. 

ROUTE  131. 

CESANNE  TO  PIGNEROL,  BY  THE   COL 
DE  SESTRIEBES. 

From  Cesanne,  the  road  made  by 
order  of  Napoleon  to  descend  into 
Italy  is  more  direct  than  that  by 
Turin  ;  but  the  miserable  policy  of 
the  Sardinian  government  has  allowed 
this  road  beyond  Cesanne  to  fall  into 
decay,  and  thus  almost  compelled  tra- 
vellers to  pass  by  Susa  and  Turin.  It 
is  11  hrs.  hard  walking  from  Cesanne 
to  Perouse  by  the  Col  de  Sestrieres. 

The  route  by  the  Sestrieres  from 
Cesanne  crosses  the  Doire,  and  the 
ascent  to  the  col  immediately  com- 
mences, by  a  series  of  zigzags  like 
that  of  the  descent  from  the  Mont 
Gen^vre ;  a  lengthened  snake-like 
course  of  each  can  be  seen  from  the 
other  across  the  valley  of  the  Doire. 
Tlie  road  from  Cesanne  soon  reaches 
the  hamlet  of  Champlas  ;  still  the  road 
continues  to  ascend  over  fine  pas- 
turages, till  it  reach  the  Col  de  Ses- 
trieres and  chalets  :  the  plain  of  the 
col  is  nearly  2  miles  long.  On  the 
side  towards  the  Val  Praselas,  the 
view  is  wild  and  fine  of  the  valley 
and  the  Mont  Albergian.  Above  the 
Fort  of  Fenestrelles,  the  road  leads 
down  by  tourniquets  to  the  banks  of 
the  Clusone,  and  to  the  first  village, 
Sestrieres,  4  leagues  from  Cesanne, 
and  thence  to  the  villages  of  Fragelas 
and  Traverse:  the  broad  bed  of  the 
river  beneath  the  dark  pine  forests 
opposite  to  Pragelas,  the  lowest  in 
the  valley  of  the  two  villages,  gives 
rather  an  appearance  pf  sterility  to 


the  valley.  At  Traverse  there  is  a 
humble  inn.  The  distance  of  this 
village  from  Cesanne  by  the  Col  de 
Sestrieres  is  about  3  nours'  ivalk. 
The  Clusone  gives  a  general  name  to 
the  whole  valley,  but  among  its  inlia- 
bitants  the  upper  part  above  tlie  £ort 
of  Fenestrelles  is  called  the  Val  JPra- 
gelas;  below  the  fort  it  is  often  caUed 
the  Val  de  Perouse. 

Fenestrelles,  4  leagues,  a  village  of 
800  Inhab.,  with  a  tolerable  inn.    The 
fort  of  Fenestrelles  is  a  place  of  great 
strength,  which  guards  the  approach 
to  Piedmont  by  this  valley.    It  rises, 
from  the  defile  formed  by  the  base  of 
the  Mont  Albergian,  to  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  and  commands  the  left 
bank  of  the  torrent  by  its  immense 
line  of  fortifications  rising  in  terraces. 
The    highest    battery    is    accessible 
through  a  gallery  that  contains  3600 
steps.     On  the  summit  is  a  basin  co- 
vered with  verdure,  called  the  Pre  de 
Catinat,  from  this  celebrated  general 
having  encamped  there.    Not  far  from 
the  summit  is  the  Col  de  la  Fenetre, 
which  looks  out  upon  the  Combe  of 
Susa  and  the  valley  of  the  Doire: 
there  are  remains  of  old  forts  on  the 
base  of  the  Albergian,  but  they  are 
neglected  as  unnecessary.     The  vil- 
lage of  Fenestrelles  lies  in  the  middle 
of  the  defile  below.     The  fort  of  Fe- 
nestrelles is  used  as  a  state  prison.   It 
is  the  scene  of  M.  Saintine*s  pretty 
tale  of  "  Picciola." 

[The  Pass  of  Fenestrelles  leads  to 
Susa  in  5  hrs.  The  descent  to  Susa 
is  painfully  rugged.] 

From  Fenestrelles  to  Pignerol 
there  are  8  leagues,  almost  entirely 
through  the  vafley  of  the  Clusone: 
there  is  little  interest  in  the  valley, 
or  variety  in  the  scenery:  it  is  gene^ 
rally  narrow;  but  where  there  is  cul- 
tivation, com  and  wine  abound.  The 
mulberry  for  silk-worms  flourishes  in 
the  valley,  and  fruit  and  forest  trees 
luxuriate,  as  they  are  almost  always 
found  to  do  on  the  side  of  Piedmont. 
Formerly,  this  valley  was  filled  with 
a  Protestant  community,  but  their 
living  in  it  was  long  prohibited.  The 
Vaudois  churches  were  not  permitted 
put  of  the  valleys  of  Bora,  La  Tour^ 
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St.  Martin,  and  Angrogna;  but  the 
more  liberal  policy  of  the  Govem- 
ment  since  1848  has  removed  this 
restriction.  The  valley  of  La  Tour  is 
known  also  as  the  valley  of  Lucema, 
and  the  Val  Pelice. 

Below  Fenestrelles,  the  route  passes 
through  numerous  villages  and  ham- 
lets— Montole,  Rouse  Villaret,  and 
Chapelle — ^before  reaching 

Peroitse,  the  principal  town  in  the 
valley  (^Inn:  Auberge  Nationale,  agood 
country  inn,  kept  by  Louis  Peyran,  a 
relation  of  the  minister  of  that  name), 
which  is  sometimes  called  the  Valley 
of  Perouse.  It  is  situated  directly 
opposite  to  the  valley  of  St  Martin 
or  the  Germanasca,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  Protestant  valleys. 
This  leads  up  by  the  torrent  of  the 
Germanasca  to  Pomaret  and  Perrier 
(or  Pierrers),  through  scenes  of  great 
richness  and  beauty.  Above  Perrier 
two  branches  meet:  that  to  the  S.W. 
leads  to  Rodoretio  and  Pralis-  that  on 
the  N.W.  has,  above  a  defile  on  its 
opposite  side,  amidst  fruit-trees,  com, 
and  pasturages,  the  commune  of  Ma- 
neille.  A  little  beyond  the  road  enters 
a  deep  ravine  or  the  Germanasca, 
which  is  singularly  wild  and  beau- 
tiful; at  its  upper  extremity  it  opens 
into  the  valley  below  the  Conmiune 
of  Marcel,  nearly  opposite  to  the  val- 
ley which  leads  across  the  Col  d^  la 
Fontaine  to  Pralis. 

Continuing  up  the  valley  of  the 
Germanasca,  the  house  of  the  M. 
Tron,  the  Syndic  of  Marcel,  is  passed; 
a  singularly  handsome  structure  in 
such  a  situation.  About  a  league 
above  this  spot  is  the  hamlet  of  Bal' 
iilh;  and  immediately  over  it,  the 
celebrated  Castella,  a  terrace  on  the 
side  of  a  peaked  mountain,  where  the 
Vaudois  entrenched  themselves  under 
Henri  Amand.  Here  the  little  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  not  exceeding  from 
600  to  700,  struggled  for  their  father- 
land, and  fought,  for  three  days,  the 
united  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia, 
amounting  to  22,000  men.  When  the 
latter,  however,  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  up  artillery,  which  was  accom- 
plished with  excessive  difficulty,  the 
neroic  Vaudois,  foreseeing  that  against 


the  cannon  they  could  not  hold  their 
position,  retreated  during  the  night 
without  losing  a  man;  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  their  soverei^  of  Sardinia, 
having  quarrelled  with  his  fUlies, 
agreed  to  restore  them  to  their  val- 
le^rs  and  their  hearths.  No  history 
exists  so  replete  with  wonderful  ait 
ventures  as  that  of  the  simple  pea- 
sants of  these  valleys,  who  fought 
and  suffered,  and  reconquered,  for 
liberty  of  conscience. 

Above  the  Balsille,  one  of  thd 
grandest  assemblages  of  materials  for 
alpine  scenery  is  to  be  found,  in  cata- 
racts, ravines,  and  mountains:  from 
the  head  of  the  valley  there  is  a  pass 
by  the  Col  du  Piz  to  Pragelas  in  the 
valley  of  Clusone.  The  author  has 
crossed  from  Pragelas  to  Perouse  in 
one  day,  and  he  knows  no  finer  tra- 
verse in  the  Alps,  and  the  panorama 
from  the  col  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime in  the  great  chain. 

Another  pass  between  the  valleys 
of  the  Germanasca  and  the  Clusone 
is  that  by  the  Col  Albergian,  which 
leads  f^om  the  Balsille  and  the  wild 
valley  and  Alps  above  it  to  Fene- 
strelles. 

From  Perouse  to  the  Balsille,  and 
back  to  Perouse,  may  be  accomplished 
easily  in  a  day. 

On  the  route  firom  Perouse  to  Pig- 
nerol  some  fine  quarries  are  passed, 
where  stone  is  raised  for  the  public 
works  of  Turin;  nearly  opposite  to 
these  is  seen  another  of  the  Protestant 
churches,  St  Oermano,  and  the  little 
valley  which  leads  to  Prarnol;  still 
further  down  is  the  church  of  Pra-' 
rustin,  nearly  opposite  to  where  the 
valley  widens,  and  the  road  enters 
upon  the  plains,  through  the  hamlets 
Of  Port  and  Abadia,  to  PigneroL 

ROUTE  132. 

PIGNEROL  TO  EMBRUN,  BY  THE  VAL- 
LEYS OF  THE  VAUDOIS,  AND  THE 
COL  DE  LA  CROIX. 

Pignerol — (/ww;  not  good,  Albergo 
de  Campagna  said  to  be  best;  Corona 
Grande;  Canone  d'Oro).  Pignerol  is 
a  straggling  town,  having  some  ma- 
nufactures and  a    large  and  rath^ 
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unciyil  population,  13,500  in  1838.  It 
was  once  fortifiecL  Its  castle  was  once 
a  state  prison.  It  has  a.  Bne  CathedraL 

A  diligence  several  times  a  day  be- 
tween Pignerol  and  Turin,  which 
gives  g^at  facility  to  the  traveller 
who  wishes  to  visit  the  Protestant 
Valleys  from  this  city;  and  firom  Pie- 
nerol  to  La  Tour  a  diligence  travels 
daily;  the  distance  is  not  more  thim 
10  Eng.  m.:  the  route  lies  through  St. 
Secundo  to  Bischerasoo,  5  m.,  and  3 
m.  further  to  the  first  Protestant  com- 
mune at 

St  Qiovcmni,  Here  a  new  church 
was  built  while  Piedmont  was  under 
the  government  of  Napoleon.  Upon 
the  restoration  of  the  house  of  Sar- 
dinia, the  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
church  is  on  the  other  side  of  a  little 
stream,  complained  that  the  voices  of 
the  Protestants  in  singing  disturbed 
their  devotions,  and  an  order  was 
given  to  shut  out  the  abomination  by 
a  large  barricade  of  wood,  which  the 
y audois  were  compelled  to  erect  be- 
fore the  door  of  their  church.  This 
has  now,  however,  dropped  away  bit 
by  bit,  and  little  remains  of  this  evi- 
dence of  intolerance.  The  church  is 
of  a  singular  form — a  horse-shoe — 
but  it  is  not  favourable  to  the  preacher 
or  his  congregation. 

A  short  league  beyond  St.  Gio- 
vanni, through  a  fertile  country,  lies 

La  Tow  {Inns:  L'Ours,  opposite 
CoL  Beckwith's  house;  Lion  d'Or, 
chez  Bottier),  the  principal  town  of 
the  Protestant  communities.  The  val- 
ley of  La  Tour  is  known  also  as  the 
vuley  of  Lucema  and  the  Yal  Pelice. 
A  very  handsome  Protestant  Church 
has  been  begun  here,  with  permission 
of  the  Government,  since  1848,  with 
residences  for  the  cler^  and  profes- 
sors. Colonel  Beckwith  contributed 
largely  to  it 

An  hospital  has  been  established 
for  the  sick  and  poor  among  the  Pro- 
testants, by  funds  raised  chiefly  in 
Holland,  Knssia,  and  England  :  in 
1837  a  College  was  establiwed  there 
for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Yaudois  churches, 
and  they  have  thus  removed  the  ne- 
cessity which  had  hitherto  existed  of 


sending  them  to  Geneva  or  Liansanne. 
This  institution  is  chiefly  endovFed  by 
funds  raised  in  the  above   countries, 
but  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  tlie  zeal 
for  the    cause    of  the    Vaudois,    of 
Colonel  Beckwith  and  Dr.  Oillv-     To 
Uie  latter  the  Yaudois  are  under  the 
deepest  obligations  for  the  interest  he 
has  taken,  and  the  influence  his  ^v^rit- 
ings  have  excited  in  their  fiavour.     A 
la^  Bonutn  Catholic   church     has 
been  recently  buUt  here  for  the  con- 
version of  the  Yaudois,  but   it  has 
been  attended  by  signal  failure. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  Alps  that, 
for  richness  and  beauty  in  the  lower 
valleys,  and  for  wild  and  magnificent 
scenery  in  the  defiles  and  mountains, 
surpasses  the  valleys  of  the  Vaudois. 
Easy  of  access,  by  good  roads  from 
Turin,  La  Tour  is  reached  in  6  hrs. 
from  that   city,  through  a  country 
luxuriant  in  vegetation.     There  are 
good  inns  at  La  Tour,  to  make  head- 
quarters for   excursions ;    and    the 
civility  of  all  classes    to   strangers, 
especially    English,   ought   to    be    a 
recommendation  to  rambles  in  their 
country.    Of  the  Yaudois  generally, 
but  especially  of  the  mountaineers,  it 
has  been  justly  said,  that  **  they  are 
far  superior  in  moral  character  to  the 
Boman    Catholic   inhabitants;    they 
arer,  from  ancient  habit,  honest,  civil, 
and  quiet ;  and,  from  tiieir  situation 
and  necessity,  simple  and  laborious." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  excur- 
sions from  La  Tour  is  into  the  viUley 
of  Angrogna,  which  is  surrounded  by 
loftjp-  mountains  and  pasturages.  It 
is  richly  wooded  down  to  the  deep 
defiles  of  its  torrent,  and  presents 
every  variety  of  scenery,  but  some  of 
its  wild  scenes  are  associated  with 
their  history  ;  as  the  defiles  or  JBarri' 
cades  of  Pra  del  Tor^  which,  defended 
by  them,  gave  security  to  their  fiimi- 
lies,  who  sought  rerage  within  this 
grand  and  most  picturesque  defile. 
Above  it,  in  the  recesses  of  tiiese 
mountains,  concealed  from  the  world 
for  many  ages,  their  Barbes,  or 
teachers,  held  their  institution  for 
instruction,  and  fitted  their  pupUs  for 
the  ministry.    Every  foot  of  ground 
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in  this  valley  is  sacred  in  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  people.  In  the 
Pra  del  Tor  there  has  lately  been 
erected  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  but 
the  heart  of  the  ^sdley  is  not  the 
heart  of  the  people,  "riiis  excursion 
may  be  varied  by  crossing  directly 
over  the  hill  from  a  little  below  the 
Pra  del  Tor  to  St.  Marguerite,  and 
thence  to  La  Tour  :  the  whole  excur- 
sion may  be  made  in  half  a  day. 

The  excursion  may  be  varied  by 
following  the  hi^h-road  to  the  village 
of  AuCTOgnsL,  which  offers  from  many 
beautiful  points  of  view  the  plains  of 
Piedmont.  The  return  may  be  made 
through  the  defiles,  or  on  the  steep 
slopes  that  bound  the  river.  A  day 
given  to  explore  the  Yal  Angrogna 
will  be  remembered  with  pleasure. 

Prom  La  Tour,  up  the  vaUey  of 
the  Pelice,  the  road  passes  by  the 
hamlet  of  St.  Marguerite,  near  the 
rock  of  Castelluz,  where  is  situated 
a  Protestant  church.  Bevond  this 
hamlet  the  ascent  of  the  valley  is  rich 
and  picturesque.  About  1^  hour 
from  La  Tour,  the  village  of  Villar  is 
passed;  and  thence  to  Bobbio  is  scarcely 
another  hour.  There  is  a  soi^  inn 
at  Bobbio,  and  a  station  of  Sardinian 
prepos^s,  or  douaniers. 

Prom  Bobbio,  a  pass  up  the  moun- 
tain leads,  by  Serra  le  Cruel  and  the 
'Col  Julien,  to 

Pralis,  Prom  La  Tour  this  is  a 
day's  joumev,  and  there  are  few  ex- 
cursions which  offer  more  striking 
scenes,  especially  from  the  Col  Julien. 
Near  the  summit — **  Alps  o'er  Alps  " 
are  seen,  piled  in  the  most  sublime 
confusion;  and,  surmounting  all,  the 
Monte  Yiso.  So  near  does  the  latter 
appear,  that  the  path  to  the  Col  de 
Yiso,  on  the  side  of  Prance,  can  be 
distinctly  traced,  ascending  nearly 
due  S.,  oeneath  the  precipices  of  the 
Col  de  Yiso,  till  it  turns  abruptly 
to  the  £.  at  the  coL  The  descent 
towards  Pralis  is  very  long  and  fa- 
tiguing. Prom  Pralis  the  author 
went,  m  one  day's  march,  across  the 
Col  de  la  Pontaine  to  the  Balsille, 
and  through  the  valley  of  St.  Martin 
to  Perouse. 
On  leaving  Bobbio,  a  long  wall  is 


seen,  an  embankment  made  to  guard 
the  village  from  the  inimdations  of 
the  Pelice;  it  was  built  b^  a  grant 
from  Oliver  Cromwell,  dunne  whose 
protectorate  one  of  those  fearml  cala- 
mities had  nearly  destroyed  Bobbio. 
A  little  beyond,  the  river  is  crossed, 
and  the  mountain  ascent  begins;  soon, 
on  bending  to  the  L,  the  scenery  be- 
comes wild  and  savage.  The  last 
view  down  the  valley  towards  Bobbio 
is  very  fine. 

After  a  long  course  amidst  strangely 
situated  hamlets,  where  rocks  and 
trees  of  the  wildest  character  make 
up  a  rapid  succession  of  picturesque 
scenes,  the  path  reaches  a  dreary 
mass  of  rocks,  over  which  is  poured 
the  torrent  of  the  Pelice,  and  further 
progress  seems  forbidden.  Up  amidst 
these  rocks,  however,  a  path  is  found, 
which  enters  a  deep  ravine,  amidst 
which  are  the  ruins  of  the  fort  of 
Mirabouc,  built  against  the  steep 
escarpments  of  the  mountain,  in  a 
gorge  which  fs  utterly  impassable  on 
the  side  opposite  to  the  fort;  nor  is 
there  a  path  on  the  side  where  the 
ruins  of  the  fort  stand  that  does  not 
pass  through  its  former  gates.  The 
fort  was  demolished  after  the  wars  of 
the  Prench  revolution,  in  1796. 

A  little  before  reaching  Mirabouc, 
a  valley  towards  the  rt.  leads  to  the 
village  of  Abries  by  the  Col  de 
Malaure,  a  shorter  but  more  difficult 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  de  la  Croix. 

From  the  Bereerie  of  Pra,  where 
the  Alpine  traveller  may  rest  in  a 
grange  with  more  conm>rt  than  in 
many  places  of  much  greater  preten- 
sion, he  may  reach  the  Monte  Yiso 
by  the  Col  de  Seyliere  at  a  much 
earlier  hour  than  n'om  Abries  in  the 
valley  of  the  Guil;  having  crossed  it, 
the  distance  is  short  to  the  Col  de 
Yiso,  and  this  is  the  easiest  detour 
by  the  Yiso  firom  the  Yal  de  Pelice  to 
the  valley  of  the  Po. 

The  lovers  of  the  chase  may  find 
hunter's  accommodation  at  the  Ber- 
gerie  de  Pra;  and  abundance  of  cha- 
mois in  the  surrounding  mountains, 
and  the  fine,  honest  character  of  the 
peasantrp^  here,  are  a  great  temptation 
to  its  enjoyment. 
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Above  the  fort  Mirabouc,  a  path 
through  a  narrow  and  sterile  valley- 
enters  upon  the  meadows  and  pas- 
turages of  the  Bergerie  de  Pra — the 
highest  hamlet  in  the  valley,  situated 
in  the  midst  of  fertile  pasturages, 
and  where  barley  and  potatoes  are 
raised.  This  is  the  highest  station 
of  the  Sardinian  custom-house  on  the 
frontier. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  La  Croix 
is  by  a  steep  and  difficult  path,  made 
in  zigzags  up  the  abrupt  side  of  the 
col,  towards  Piedmont.  This,  how- 
ever, is  soon  surmoimted,  and  from 
the  highest  point,  which  overlooks  the 
side  of  Italy,  the  defile  of  Mirabouc 
is  a  savage  scene.  The  col  is  nearly 
level  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  the 
path,  traversing  the  side  of  a  hollow, 
gradually  subsides  to  the  valley  of 
the  Guii,  within  the  territories  of 
France.  On  the  col  there  is  a  station 
of  the  douane,  and  at  La  Monta,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  another,  where 
travellers  are  examined^;  the  distance 
from  La  Tour  to  La  Monta  is  7  hrs.' 
walk;  the  descent  into  France  is  very 
gradual;  traces  of  an  intended  road 
surveyed  under  Napoleon  may  be 
seen.  On  the  rt.,  in  descending,  there 
is  a  den,  miscalled  an  inn,  at  La  Monta; 
thence  the  distance  through  the  ham- 
let of  Bistolas  to 

Abries  is  about  4  miles :  here  there 
is  a  miserable  country  Inn,  chez  Ri- 
chard. At  Abries  the  torrent  from 
Valprevaire  flows  into  the  Guil,  and 
a  path  up  its  course  leads  to  several 
mountain  passes.  Below  Abries  the 
road  through  the  valley  of  the  Guil 
leads,  in  about  2  hrs.,  to  the  fort  of 
Queiras,  passing  in  the  descent  those 
valleys  in  which  there  are  still  Pro- 
testant communities,  particularly  that 
of  St.  Veran,  in  a  valley  which  joins 
from  the  1.  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  at 
Ville-vielles:  and  the  valley  of  Ar- 
vieux,  which  enters  that  of  the  Guil 
near  Queiras.  To  these,  and  the  Val 
Frasseni^res,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
!Durance,  the  name  of  the  Pays  de  Neff 
has  been  given,  to  commemorate  the 
services  rendered  to  these  communities 
by  this  young  Swiss  Protestant  minis- 
ter, who  devoted  his  life  to  renovating 


and  sustaining  the  religious  ivorship 
of  the  primitive  Christians  th.at    liad 
existed  in  these  valleys  from  time  im- 
memorial.    Neff  seems  to  have  taken 
for  his  model  Oberlin,  the  good  pastor 
of  the  Ban  de  la  Roche,  for  he  not  only 
regarded   with  the    deepest    interest 
the  religious    faith  and   practice    of 
these     people,    but    he     established 
schools,   and  taught    them    reading, 
writing,   arithmetic,  agriculture,    and 
the  elements  of  much   useful  know- 
ledge, not  before  possessed  by  them. 
He  died  in  1829.     His  name  throug-h- 
out  these  valleys  is  remembered  ^vith 
the  deepest  reverence  and  affection. 

The  Chateau  de  Queiras  is  finely 
situated  in  the  valley:  it  is  garri- 
soned, and  entirely  commands  the 
pass,  and  from  every  point  of  view 
presents  a  most  picturesque  object. 
There  is  a  tolerabfc  inn  at  Queiras. 

Below  the  chateau  the  road  skirts 
the  deep  bed  of  the  river  for  a  short 
way,  then  descending  to  the  torrent, 
which    it    crosses,    it    continues    for 
nearly  2  hrs.,  through  one  of  the  finest 
defiles  in  the  Alps.    In  some  places 
the  mountains  seem  to  close  in  above 
the  traveller;  and  it  is  often  necessary 
to  cr  As  the  Guil  to  find  a  path  on  one 
side,  which  is  forbidden  on  the  other 
by  projectine  rocks  or  perpendicular 
precipices  of  vast  height,  whose  bases 
sink  like  a  wall  in  the  torrent.    Some* 
times,  when  both  sides  forbid  a  pas- 
sage in  the  depth  of  the  ravine,  the 
road  runs  high  above  the  river,  and 
on  these  higher  paths  the  yellow  rind 
and  tortuous  branches  of  the  stone- 
pine  overhanging  the  gorge  enrich  its 
sublimity,  with  a  touch  of  objects  in 
such  situations  beautiful;  some  ham- 
lets are  passed  in  this  savage  ravine. 
At  length  the  road  emerges,  winds  up 
a  steep  and  rugged  path,  crosses  the 
torrent  of  Seillac,  and  descends  upon 
Guillestre,  a  little  bourg  which  was 
one  of  the  stations  during  the  war  for 
English  prisoners. 

A  little  below,  the  road  passes  be- 
neath the  fort  of  Mont  Dauphin, 
which  guards  this  entrance  to  France 
— a  garrison  singularly  placed  on  a 
rock  that  is  neany  insulated  at  the 
month  of  the  GuiL  at  its  confluence 
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with  the  Durance.  Here  the  great 
roate  from  Grenoble  to  Briancon  is  en- 
tered; and  the  course  down  the  valley 
to  Embrun  (2  hrs.)  is  by  an  admirably- 
formed  and  well-kept  road.  (See 
Handbook  for  France.) 

KOUTE  133. 

EMBRUN  TO  SALUZZO  OR  SALUCES,  BY 
THE  COL  DE   VISO, 

From  Embrun  to  Abries  (Rte.  132). 

After  passing  Bistolas  and  ascend- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Gail  to  La 
Monta — ^where  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  la  Croix  turns  off  to  the  L — the 
route  to  the  Monte  Viso  continues  up 
the  valley  to  the  highest  village,  La 
Chalpe,  aoout  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
La  Monta.  At  La  Chalpe  guides 
may  be  obtained  for  excursions  either 
across  the  Monte  Viso  to  Saluzzo,  or 
into  the  valleys  and  recesses  of  Monte 
Viso. 

The  valley  of  the  Guil  above 
Abries  is  narrow  and  savage  :  bare 
and  precipitous  escarpments  descend 
to  the  torrent,  and  form  its  left  boun- 
dary :  the  bed  of  the  Guil  is  fiUed 
with  enormous  rocks.  The  path  to 
the  Col  de  Viso  ascends  above  the 
rt.  bank  over  steep  acclivities  and 
pasturages.  Above  these  the  head  of 
the  Monte  Viso  is  continually  pre- 
sented, filling  the  open  space  in  the 
view,  formed  by  the  sides  of  the  valley 
of  the  GuiL  After  a  long  and  fa- 
tiguing ascent  to  the  chalets  and  the 
Bergerie  de  Monviso,  the  pasturages 
are  at  length  left,  and  the  ascent  ties 
over  the  remains  of  a  road  rudely 
paved  with  large  rough  stones,  so  de- 
stroyed in  many  places  by  the  rocks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  impend- 
ing precipices  that  the  ascent  is  dan- 
gerous and  impracticable  for  mules — 
the  danger  lies  in  their  liability  to 
slip  between  the  rocks  and  stones, 
and  thus  breaking  their  legs.  This 
paved  road  formerly  reached  to  the 
Gallery  of  the  Traversette,  which 
pierced  the  mountain  250  feet  below 
the  present  crest,  but  its  entrance  has 
been  closed  by  the  debris  of  the  pre- 
cipices which    overhang   the    pass ; 


these  have  fallen  and  destroyed  the 
road  within  its  range.  From  the  last 
traces  of  the  road  the  traveller  must 
scramble  up  towards  the  trackless 
slope,  the  mountain  which  overhangs 
him  ;  thence  a  very  steep  ascent,  over 
beds  of  snow,  keeping  close  to  the 
impending  rocks,  leads  up  to  the  Col  of 
the  Viso,  5  hours  distant  from  Abries. 

From  the  col  the  view  down  the 
valley  of  the  Po,  and  over  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  is  pre-eminently  bieauti- 
fuL  This  vast  expanse,  seen  from  a 
height  of  10,150  English  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  commands  a  view 
over  an  extent  of  100  miles  to  the 
hprizon.  The  rocks  and  vast  preci- 
pices in  the  foreground  and  on  the 
col,  the  deep  subsidences  of  the  moun- 
tains which  bound  the  valley  of  the 
Po  immediately  below  the  observer, 
till  they  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  plams,  are  most  impressive.  On 
the  plain,  bright  but  indistinct  masses 
mark  the  positions  of  the  towns  and 
cities  of  Piedmont  within  the  view, 
and  this  indistinctness,  contrasted 
with  the  sharp  and  defined  forms  of 
the  enormous  peak  of  the  Viso,  rising 
yet  3000  feet  higher  than  the  spot 
on  which  the  observer  stands,  and  in 
close  proximity,  produce  an  inde- 
scribable effect  upon  his  mind  and 
feelings  ;  and  the  indistinct  horizon 
makes  this  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent and  sublime  scenes  in  the  world. 

In  order  to  gain  a  prospect  of  the 
range  of  Alps  towards  the  north,  the 
traveller  must  descend  a  little  towards 
Italy,  and  then  mount  an  eminence 
on  the  L  which  before  obscured  that 
part  of  the  chain  :  but  this  is  only 
recommended  to  those  who  havfe  time 
to  spare,  which  few  have  who  wish  to 
gain  Paesana  on  the  side  of  Italy,  or 
Abries  in  France,  as  resting-places 
for  the  night. 

The  traveller  who  would  enjoy  this 
view  should  leave  Abries  so  as  to  be 
on  the  Col  de  Viso  by  10  o'clock  or 
earlier.  This  can  only  be  made  cer- 
tain by  starting  soon  after  4  in  the 
morning  from  Abries,  or  better  stiU, 
by  sleeping  at  La  Monta,  or  even  in  a 
grange  at  La  Chalpe:  before  mid-day 
vapours  rise  in  the  plains  and  the 
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vftlley  of  the  Fo,  and  obscure  the 
prospect  A  surer  plan  perhaps  (and 
it  is  worth  the  incouTenience)  is  to 
sleep  either  at  the  Bergerie  de  Mon- 
viso,  or  in  a  more  sheltered  situation 
in  the  Ch&let  of  La  Trouchet,  which 
lies  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley  near 
where  it  is  quitted  to  ascend  the  col ; 
here  clean  straw  or  hay  may  be  had 
to  sleep  upon,  and  ewe's  nulk  curd 
for  food.  The  chalet  is  situated  half 
way  in  time  between  Abries  and  the 
Col  de  Viso,  2^  hrs.  from  each. 

The  col  is  a  mere  ridge,  so  narrow 
that  it  is  traversed  in  a  few  paces. 
On  it  are  the  remains  of  a  redoubt; 
and  here,  during  the  wars  of  the  Be- 
volution,  many  struggles  were  made 
and  battles  fought  for  the  possession 
of  this  position. 

Some,  with  no  better  foundation 
than  the  fact  that  the  plains  of  the 
Po  could  be  seen  from  the  col,  have 
supposed  that  this  was  the  route  of 
Hannibal;  but  the  same  authority 
that  records  his  having  shown  the 
plains  to  his  army  states  that  the 
army  encamped  on  the  summit,  and 
waited  three  days  for  stragglers. 
Here,  100  men  could  not  have  en* 
camped,  and  the  pass  must  ever  have 
been  impracticable  to  elephants,  and 
even  horses.  The  gallery,  which 
pierced  the  mountain  250  ft.  below, 
to  avoid  the  traverse  of  the  last  and 
steepest  part  of  the  crest,  was  only 
made  in  the  15th  century;  but  this 
too  was  imputed  to  Hannibal,  as  if  a 
mountain  could  be  pierced  more  ra- 
pidly by  an  army  tnan  by  as  many 
men  as  could  be  brought  to  apply 
their  labour  efficiently  upon  a  point 
so  limited. 

But  the  question  who  constructed 
this  gaUerj  has  been  recently  settled 
by  the  discovery  of  documents  at 
Saluces.  It  has  been  attributed  to 
Hannibal — to  Pompev — to  the  Dau> 
phin  Humbert  of  vienne  —  to  the 
Saracens — and  to  Francis  L,  and  the 
advocates  for  each  found  arguments 
to  support  their  opinions.  It  was, 
however,  executed  under  the  orders 
of  Ludovico  n.,  Marquis  of  Saluces; 
who,  vnth  a  spirit  beyond  his  age, 
undertook  this    extraordinary  work 


for  the  commercial  interests  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  route  three  days 
shorter  than  any  other  from  Saluces 
to  Dauphiny.  By  treaty  with  Bene, 
king  of  Provence,  who  contributed  to- 
wards the  expenses  on  his  side  of  the 
mountain,  this  road  was  opened  to  re- 
ceive from  France,  by  laden  mules, 
salt,  drapery,  and  metal  wares,  in  re- 
turn for  nut-oil,  wine,  rice,  and  flax 
from  the  marquisate  of  Saluces.  By 
means  of  this  gallery,  and  the  roads 
constructed  as  approaches,  this  inter- 
course was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the 
year. 

The  length  of  the  gallery  was  about 
250  Eng.  fu,  and  10  ft  high,  and  10 
wide.  It  was  begun  in  1478,  and  was 
completed  in  1480; — an  extraordinary 
work  to  accomplish  in  that  time,  as 
the  excavators  could  only  labour,  at 
that  height  above  the  sea  level,  about 
7  or  8  months  in  the  year. 

At  present  not  a  trace  of  the  gallery 
remains:  the  rocks  have  fallen  and 
buried  the  entrance  on  both  sides. 
This  had  frequently  occurred  —  in 
1620,  1676,  1798,  and  1812— and  the 
fallen  masses  had  been  removed  by 
the  people  of  the  communes  on  either 
side  of  the  mountain.  In  1823  a  mass 
fell,  and  so  entirely  closed  the  en- 
trance on  the  side  of  Piedmont,  that 
where  it  was  cannot  be  clearly  seen; 
it  had  some  time  before  been  buried 
on  the  side  of  France.  It  has  ceased 
to  be  important,  for  commercial  ob- 
jects since  the  opening  of  the  route 
by  the  Mont  Gen^vre,  and  it  wHl 
now  in  all  probability  remain  for  ever 
closed. 

The  ascent  to  the  col  on  either  side, 
but  particularly  on  that  part  of  Pied- 
mont, was  greatly  relieved  by  the 
gallery;  for,  thougn  the  perpenmcular 
height  saved  was  not  300  ft,  this  was 
the  most  difficult  part:  even  now,  in 
the  descent  towards  Piedmont,  its  in- 
clination exceeds  45  degrees. 

Down  this  steep  and  difficult  path 
the  traveller  has  to  proceed  towards 
the  valley  of  the  Po.  To  descend 
there  he  moves  beneath  precipices  that 
every  moment  threaten  to  bury  him, 
and  these  subtend  such  vast  angles, 
that  the  precipices  are  a  thousand 
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times  more    impressive   than  loftier 
ones  at  a  greater  distance. 

About  1000  ft.  below  the  col  a 
mass  of  rock  is  turned  abruptly,  and 
on  the  rt  there  lies  a  scene  unsur- 
passed for  the  immensity  of  the  ob- 
jects aboTe,  below,  and  around  the 
observer.  On  looking  up  to  the  rt., 
towards  the  Monte  Viso,  this  moun- 
tain rises,  in  all  its  magnificence,  on 
one  side  of  a  deep  valley,  in  which  are 
seen  some  little  dark  lakes,  the  sources 
of  the  Po,  which  below  them  is  seen 
to  trickle  in  a  silver  line  down  the 
back  rocks,  from  the  base  of  the  Viso 
into  the  valley  below.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  impression  of  solitude  and 
sublimity  made  by  this  scene :  amidst 

flaciers,  the  beds  of  snow  which  must 
e  traversed  in  the  descent,  and  thou- 
sands of  rocks  and  stones  piled  in  wild 
confusion,  a  path  must  be  found  to 
reach  the  valley  below,  which  is  hid 
by  projecting  rocks  and  masses,  seems 
dark,  obscure,  and  doubtful,  with  no- 
thing to  indicate  whither  the  steep 
descent  vdll  lead.  At  length,  how- 
ever, all  these  sublime  horrors  are 
passed,  and  ves^etation  is  soon  after 
reached,  in  a  beautiful  little  plain 
covered  with  the  richest  herbage. 
This  spot  is  called  the  Piano  del  Me; 
in  it  there  is  a  delicious  fountain, 
from  which  the  traveller  rarely  fails 
to  quaff. 

A  short  descent  from  the  Piano  del 
Be  leads  to  another  little  plain,  the 
Piano  di  Fiorenza,  so  named  from  its 
beautiful  flowers,  with  which  it  is  en- 
amelled. Nearly  2  m.  below  is  the 
first  hamlet,  Piana  Maize,  a  name 
derived  from  the  forest  of  larches 
which  is  near  it.  The  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  its  inhabitants  is  sicken- 
mg :  here  is  the  station  of  the  Sar- 
dinian douane.  About  3  m.  further 
down  the  valley  is  the  highest  village, 
Crissolo,  which,  for  filth,  poverty,  and 
discomfort,  is  unmatched  even  in  Pied- 
mont Beds,  except  of  the  filthiest 
description,  cannot  be  obtained ;  and 
for  bread  they  depend  upon  a  supply 
oigHsane  from  Paesana. 

Whoever  would  pass  the  Viso 
should  start  early  enough  to  cross 
from  Abries  or  La  Monta  to  Paesana 


the  same  day:  he  should  arrive  on 
the  Col  de  viso  before  the  ascent  of 
the  vapour,  and  avoid  the  filth  and 
starvation  of  Crissolo. 

Below  Crissolo  there  are  some  fine 
wild  scenes  in  the  valley  of  the  Po ; 
and  after  having  passed  the  confluence 
of  the  Lenta  with  the  Po,  the  village 
of  Oncino  is  seen  in  a  striking  situa- 
tion between  the  two  rivers.  Prom 
Oncino,  the  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Po,  and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singularly  fine.  The  inhabitants  of 
Oncino  have  some  celebrity  as  bri- 
gands ;  at  least  their  neighbours  give 
them  that  character. 

Professor  Forbes  made  an  interest- 
ing excursion  round  Monte  Viso  in 
1829.  Instead  of  descending  to  the 
pasturages  on  the  side  of  Piedmont, 
he  skirted,  on  the  eastern  side,  the 
middle  height  of  the  Monte  Viso, 
and  passing  the  little  dark  lakes,  the 
sources  of  the  Po,  ascended  the  valley 
under  the  Viso,  which  runs  nearly 
parallel  to  the  great  chain ;  and 
crossing  the  Col  de  Vallante,  that  di- 
vides this  valley  from  that  of  Ponte, 
which  leads  down  to  Castel  Delfin, 
and  ascending  on  the  rt  from  the 
Val  de  Ponte,  recrossed  the  main 
chain  by  the  Col  de  Coulaon  on  the 
W.  shoulder  of  the  Monte  Viso,  and 
thence  descended  into  the  valley  of 
the  Guil,  having  made  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  mountain ;  but  it  was 
accomplished  only  with  excessive  fa- 
tigue and  difiiculty. 

Paesana  is  distant  from  Crissolo 
about  3  hrs.  It  is  a  large  tovm  with 
5000  Inhab.  Here  there  is  a  very  tole- 
rable inn.*  Prom  Paesana  a  tolerable 
road  branches  off  to 

Barge — {Inn:  Lion  d*Or,  good  and 
cheap) — and  passes  through  a  beauti- 
ful and  rich  country,  by  Bibbiena  and 
St  Giovanni,  to  Lucema  and  La  Tour 
(Rte.  134). 

From  Paesana  to  Salnces  is  about 
14  m.,  passing  through  the  tovni  of 

Sann>ont  (Inhab.  above  5000)  and 
the  villages  of  Gambasca  and  Marti- 

*  Desiderio  king  of  the  Lombards,  who  was 
defeated  by  Charlemagne,  and  kept  prisoner 
for  a  long  time  at  Vienne,  in  Danphiny,  was 

irmittra  at  last  to  take  up  his  residence  at 
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niana.  At  the  latter,  the  valley, 
which  had  widened  to  the  plains  from 
Paesana,  is  altogether  left  W  the  tra- 
veller, and  the  remaining  mstance  of 
6  or  7  m.,  after  skirtine  the  moun- 
tain, enters  upon  the  plain,  over  a 
level  road,  to 

Saluces  {Inn :  H.  du  Cock). 

ROUTE  134. 

8T.  DALMAZIO  TO  EMBRUN,  BY  BAR- 
CELONETTE  AND  THE  COL  d'aRGEN- 
TIERE. 

The  Stura,  one  of  the  largest  afflu- 
ents of  the  Po,  which  the  traveller  to 
Nice  crosses  near  Coni,  issues  from 
an  open  valley  opposite  to  St.  Dal- 
mazio,  where  the  high  road  to  Nice 
is  left,  and  the  course  up  the  valley 
of  the  Stura  is  by  a  very  good  road 
for  a  light  carriage,  which  extends  as 
far  as  Venadio— greatly  facilitating 
the  intercourse  widi  this  place,  which 
is  the  principal  bourg  in  the  valley, 
and  ofrering  a  temptation  to  invalids 
to  visit  the  mineral  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  much  ^e- 
quented.  The  distance  from  Dal- 
mazio  to  Yenadio  is  nearly  8  leagues. 

In  ascending  the  valley,  the  first 
hamlet  is  that  of  St.  Martino;  soon 
after  passing  it  the  Stura  appears  in 
its  deep  course  in  the  valley;  and  be- 
yond it,  rising  abruptly  amidst  some 
pinnacled  rocks  and  precipices,  lies 
the  village  of  Rocca  Sparviera.  The 
traveller  interested  in  the  adventurous 
career  of  Francis  I.  will  trace  here 
the  course  of  his  chivalrous  com- 
panions in  arms,  who  passed  the 
mountains  by  this  village  when  they 
went  to  capture  Prosper  Colonna, 
the  celebrated  papal  general,  at  Ville 
franche. 

Oolonna  had  been  sent  by  Leo  X. 
to  join  the  Swiss  in  Piedmont,  and 
defend  its  frontiers  against  the  in- 
vasion threatened  by  Francis.  He 
was  stationed  at  Carmagnole,  with 
500  men-at-arms  and  some  light 
horse,  Francis,  who  was  waiting  on 
the  Dauphiny  side  of  the  Alp,  hav- 
ing been  informed  of  his  situation, 
and  thinking  it  would  be  a  gallant 
enterprise  to  attack  Colonna  at  Car- 


magnole, sent  some  of  his  bravest 
officers  upon  the  expedition.  Amongst 
these  were  the  Chevalier  Bayard, 
Imbercourt,  La  Palisse,  and  D'Au- 
bigny.  The  army  of  Francis  wasr 
not  yet  ready  to  start;  but  these  gal- 
lant soldiers  crossed  the  Argentiere, 
and  descended  the  valley  of  the  Stura 
to  Rocca  Sparviera.  Here  they  left 
the  course  of  the  Stura,  and,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Signor  de  Morete, 
crossed,  by  a  difficult  path  amidst  the 
rocks  of  Sparviera,  into  the  Val  de 
Grana ;  thus  avoiding  the  Swiss 
troops  stationed  at  Coni  to  guard 
any  debouche  by  the  Val  Stura  into 
the  plains.  Having  reached  in  safety 
the  town  of  Savi^iano,  the  French 
party  proceeded  to  attack  Colonna 
at  Carmagnole.  It  is  probable  that 
he  had  received  some  information  of 
their  intention,  for  he  hastily  left 
Carmagnole  to  join  a  body  of  Swiss 
troops  under  the  cardinal  Schinner 
at  Pignerol.  On  his  way  thither  he 
stopped  to  dine  at  villefranche, 
where  the  French  surprised  him  and 
made  him  prisoner.  The  gallant 
partj  then  fell  back  upon  Fossano  to 
await  the  descent  of  the  French  army 
under  Francis ;  who,  whilst  other 
passes  from  France  were  carefully 
guarded,  descended  by  this  from  the 
Argenti4re.  The  Swiss,  who  were  at 
Coni,  hastened  to  join  Schinner's 
troops  at  Pignerol.  Their  defeat  at 
Mangnano  by  Francis  soon  followed, 
and  their  long-sustained  reputation 
for  invincible  soldiers  was  there  lost. 

Soon  after  passing  Rocca  Sparviera 
the  road  winds  down  to  the  river, 
crosses  the  Stura,  and  continues  on 
its  left  bank  almost  throughout  the 
valley.  The  cultivated  land  which 
borders  the  Stura  is  very  rich  and 
luxuriant :  the  chestnut  trees  are  of 
great  magnitude ;  and  the  forms  of 
uie  mountains  which  bound  the  valley 
are  highly  picturesque. 

About  4  leagues  from  StDalmazio 
the  traveller  reaches 

Demont  (Inn:  Fleur  de  Lys,  poor). 
A  town  formerly  remarkable  for  its 
fort,  which  guarded  the  valley  of  the 
Stura  and  the  communication  with 
France  by  the  Col  d' Argentiere  ;  it 
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was  built  by  Charles  Emanuel  I.  in 
the  16th  cent.,  upon  the  ruins  of  an 
old  castle  which  had  been  razed  by 
the  Austrians  in  1559.  It  has  been 
memorable  for  its  sieges  in  almost 
every  war  between  France  and  Sar- 
dinia. In  that  of  1744,  when  the 
Spanish  and  French  armies,  com* 
manded  by  the  infant  Don  Philip  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  invaded  Pied* 
mont,  they  forced  the  narrow  pass  of 
the  Barricades,  descended  the  valley 
of  the  Stura,  and  took  the  fbrt  of 
Demont  by  the  use  of  red-hot  shot 
Afterwards  they  besie^d  Coni,  and 
fought  a  battle  which  Uiey  won  from 
Charles  Emanuel  III.,  who  succeeded, 
however,  in  throwing  supplies  into 
the  city,  which  was  gallantly  de- 
fended. After  a  long  and  tedious  in- 
vestment, the  storms  of  autumn  and 
the  want  of  supplies — which  were  cut 
off  by  the  Piedmontese  peasantry — 
compelled  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege 
and  recross  the  Alps  towards  the  latter 
end  of  November,  when  they  suffered 
the  severest  privations  from  cold, 
hunser,  and  fatigue.  Though  pur- 
sued by  the  troops,  assailed  by  the 
peasants,  and  exposed  to  storms,  yet 
they  returned  to  France,  over  frozen 
roads,  and  through  deep  snow,  with 
all  their  artillery,  and  with  a  few  ^uns 
taken  from  their  enemies, — the  miser- 
able trophies  for  which  they  had  sacri- 
ficed thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  treasure  :  on  their  way  they  de- 
stroyed the  fort  of  Demont.  tt  was 
again  restored,  but  finally  demolished 
in  1801 ;  when  Piedmont  having  be- 
come a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
yarded  the  defiles  on  the  frontiers 
of  Dauphiny  were  razed.  Since  the 
restoration  of  Piedmont  the  recon- 
struction of  many  has  been  contem- 
plated, gome  begun,  and  this  among 
them.  The  mound  upon  which  the 
ruins  stand  is  situated  in  the  middle 
of  the  valley, — ^the  river  passing  on 
one  side  and  the  road  on  the  other. 
Further  up  the  valley,  and  not  far 
from  the  fort,  is  the  Bourg  of  De- 
mont, where  liiere  is  a  tolerable  inn. 
From  Demont  to 

Venadio^  the  scenery  is,  in  many 
places,  highly  pictiires<]Lue,-^a  charm 


for  which  it  is  much  indebted  to  the 
magnificent  old  trees  which  form  fore- 
grounds to  beautiful  views  of  the 
river  and  the  mountains;  and  these 
are  heightened  by  the  festoons  of 
vines  and  gourds  which  decorate  the 
branches.  From  the  town  of  Venadio 
the  scene  down  the  valley  is  very  fine. 
Here  it  is  necessary  lo  leave  the  char; 
but  mules  may  be  hired  for  continuing 
the  journey  up  the  valley,  and  across 
the  Argentiere  into  France.  About 
an  hour  above  Yenadio,  at  a  place 
called  Plancie,  a  ravine,  with  a  cas- 
cade at  its  entrance,  joins  the  valley 
on  the  left  In  this  ravine,  at  an 
hour's  walk  from  Plancie,  are  the 
Baths  of  Venadio — a  very  humble  and 
sequestered  establishment  The  ra- 
vine which  leads  to  them  is  in  some 
places  very  grand,  and  abounds  in 
cascades  both  above  and  below  the 
baths, 

Above  Yenadio  the  change  is  rapid 
to  wild  aiid  Alpine  scenery,  varying 
from  a  road  by  the  stream  which  rip- 
ples through  quiet  meadows,  to  nar- 
row paths  which  overhang  the  course 
of  the  torrent— a  course  too  narrow 
in  the  ravine  for  a  path  by  the  river: 
it  is  therefore  carried  on  ledges  of  the 
precipices  above,  and  forms,  in  some 
places,  fearful  mule  paths  for  the  tra- 
veller's ascent  of  the  valley.  Such 
scenes  are  observed  near  Zambucco. 
Above  are  the  villages  of  Pied  de 
Port  and  Pont  Ber^arao.  At  a  place 
called  the  Barricades — a  narrow  de- 
file, where  defences  le^  the  vaUey  were 
formerly  erected,  an4  which  was  often 
the  scene  of  desperate  conflicts — the 
road  is  carried  along  a  shelf  of  rock 
above  the  river,  and  has  been  cut  out 
of  the  precipices  which  darken  and 
overhang  the  ravine,  and  offers  an 
almost  impregnable  barrier  to  the 
passage  of  the  valley.  Above  the 
Barricades  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
lies  amidst  the  d^is  of  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  valley,  and  offer  a 
scene  of  wild  desolation.  Above  it 
lie  the  villages  of  Praynard  and  Ber** 
sesio  }  th^  latter  is  the  principal  place 
between  the  Barricades  and  the  Col 
d'Argentiere,  Here  accommodation 
may  be  fou^d,  alter  a  long  da^'sjour? 
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ney  from  Coni,  preparatory  to  another 
from  Bersesio,  across  the  mountain  to 
Barcelonette. 

Bersesio,  about  4  hrs.  from  Venadio, 
has  a  very  tolerable  mountain  inn. 
Above  this  village  the  scenery  is  wild 
and  rugged,  the  mountains  presenting 
a  thousand  pinnacles  of  rock,  blighted 
and  scathed.  Still,  in  the  valley, 
barley  is  cultivated,  and  the  pastures 
are  rich  ;  and  the  villages  of  Argen- 
ti^re  and  La  Madelaine  are  found. 
Soon  after  passing  the  latter  of  these, 
the  path  leads  abruptly  to  the  Col 
d'Argenti^re,  7200  ft.  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  Before  arriving  at  the 
crest,  the  path  skirts  a  little  lake,  the 
source  of  the  Stura,  called  La  Made- 
laine :  it  is  about  600  or  700  ft.  across. 
This  lake  is  supposed  to  be  the  source 
also  of  the  Ubayette,  a  stream  on 
the  side  of  France  ;  for,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  col  on  that  side, 
and  a  little  below  the  level  of  the  lake, 
a  spring — the  source  of  the  Ubayette 
— gushes  out :  this  spring,  it  is  be- 
lieved, communicates  with  the  lake. 

From  the  summit  the  view  is  very 
extensive,  especially  towards  France, 
looking  down  the  course  of  the 
Ubayette  towards  L'Arche,  the  fron- 
tier station  of  the  French  douane. 
L*Arche  is  nearly  3  hours  from  Ber- 
sesio.  At  L'Arcne  is  a  very  hum- 
ble inn,  but  kept  by  civil  people. 
Better  accommodation,  however,  will 
be  found,  chez  Peneant,  at  Me3nronne, 
where  there  is  a  comfortable  country 
inn;  but  provisions  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, very  scarce.  From  L'Arche 
to  Meyronne  is  an  hour's  walk,  and 
thence  to  Barcelonette  3^  hrs.  At 
Meyronne  there  is  an  excellent  guide, 
named  Dumas,  to  the  neighbouring 
Alps.  Below  L'Arche  there  is  little 
interest  in  the  scenerjr.  The  road 
descends  through  the  villages  of  Cer- 
tamusa  and  Meyronne  to  the  junction 
of  the  Ubayette  with  the  Ubaye, 
where  two  roads  lead  into  the  Em- 
brunnais, — the  principal  following  the 
course  of  the  Ubaye  to  Barcelonette, 
the  other  leading  by  the  camp  of 
Toumoux,  the  village  of  St.  Paul, 
and  the  Col  de  Vars,  to  GuiUestre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance. 


The  scene  is  fine  from  where  these 
roads  separate.  Chatelard,  a  well- 
cultivated  little  plain,  is  left  on  the 
rt.,  and  the  road  passes  on  through 
Jausier.  There  is  not  much  interest 
generally  in  the  scenery,  except  at 
Pont  de  Cluse,  near  Jausier,  where 
the  rocky  defile  through  which  the 
Ubaye  struggles  offers  some  fine 
points  of  view. 

Barcelonette  has  2200  Inhab.,  and  a 
very  good  inn.  Hotel  du  Nord,  chez 
Maurin.  The  town  is  larger  and 
better  built  than  one  would  expect  to 
find  in  a  valley  so  sequestered,  and 
having  so  little  communication  with 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Alps  and  pasturages  of 
the  valley.  More  than  100,000  sheep 
are  pastured  in  its  communes,  which 
come,  during  the  summer,  from  the 
vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aries;  these  sheep  are 
driven  into  the  most  difficult  accessi- 
ble pasturages  of  the  Alps,  often  20 
days  journey.  From  their  wool 
some  coarse  goods,  consumed  chiefly 
by  the  inhabitants,  are  made;  there  is 
much  com  also  grown  in  the  valley; 
but  for  almost  everything  else  they 
are  indebted  to  strangers,  in  other 
valleys  or  other  countries;  it  is  not 
long  that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
has  been  practised  among  them. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans, but  little  of  its  history  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  except  in  connection  with 
that  of  Embrun,  which  has  been  bet- 
ter preserved.  It  is  known  that  it 
was  subjected  to  irruptions  by  Saxons 
and  by  Saracens,  who  made  their  way 
from  Marseilles;  these  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel;  under  Charle- 
magne France  had  the  benefit  of  a 
protecting  government.  In  the  sixth 
century,  a  convent  of  Benedictines 
established  here  did  much  to  ameho- 
rate  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
ofthevallev;  but  all  the  wars  in  which 
Provence  has  been  engaged  have  ex- 
tended their  horrors  in  this  valley, 
and  it  was  often  liable  to  the  irrup- 
tions of  the  Saracens,  particularly  m 
the  10th  century.  Ftom  the  Uth 
century  it  was  alternately  subject  to 
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Savoy  or  France.  Amadeus  conquered 
it  in  138B  ;  it  was  re-attached  to 
Provence  hy  Rene  of  Anjou  in  1447 ; 
it  was  a^ain  taken  hy  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  Charles  HI.,  in  1537.  In  the 
middle  of  the  16th  century  the  in- 
hahitants  adopted  the  Reformed  doc- 
trines, but  they  were  shortly  after 
either  forced  to  abjure  them  or  were 
expelled  their  country. 

Napoleon  contemplated  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  road  through  the 
valley  of  Barcelonette  to  pass  the  Col 
d'Argenti^re  and  enter  l^edmont,  by 
the  Yal  de  Stura.  Since  his  abdica- 
tion the  idea  seems  to  have  been  aban- 
doned; but  its  benefits  to  20,000 
inhab.  of  the  valley,  by  the  greater 
development  of  their  energies  and  the 
increased  prosperity  of  Barcelonette, 
ought  to  nave  some  weight  with  the 
government  of  France, 

There  are  many  communications 
with  the  neighbouring  valleys,  by 
passes  in  the  mountains;  as  with  £m- 
brun  by  the  Col  de  la  Vacherie,  and 
with  Colmar  and  Alos  by  the  valleys 
of  the  Tinea  and  the  Yaro,  which  dis- 
charge their  streams  near  Nice. 

Soon  after  leaving  Barcelonette, 
n^ar  the  village  of  St.  Pons,  the  ruins 
of  an  old  castle  are  seen  in  a  fine 
situation.  The  roads  down  the  valley 
of  Barcelonette  are  in  so  wretched  a 
state,  that  the  want  of  embankments 
exposes  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley 
to  the  frequent  loss  of  communica- 
tion, from  the  destructive  efiects  of 
the  torrents.  Not  far  below  Bar- 
celonette, it  is  necessary  to  ford  the 
beds  of  the  Bachelar,  the  Rio  Bour- 
don, and  other  torrents,  for  want  of 
bridges. 

The  first  large  village  below  Bar- 
celonette is  La  Thuiles,  and  the  next, 
after  crossing  the  Ubaye  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  Meolans;  thence  down  the 
valley  there  is  a  tolerable  char-road. 
Amidst  dreary  and  wild  scenes,  the 
general  character  of  the  valley  of  Bar- 
celonette, there  is,  however,  a  striking 
exception  in  a  village,  beautifully 
situated,  called 

.La  Lauzette,  the  Goshen  of  the 
valley.  It  is  agreeably  wooded;  near 
it  is  a  little  lake  wmch  abounds  in 


fine  trout,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood are  fruit-trees  and  a  fertile 
soil.  A  Httle  way,  however,  below 
the  village  the  scene  changes  again 
to  sterility.  After  crossing  a  ridge,  a 
series  of  tourniquets  leads  down  the 
pass  of  La  Tour,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
the  Chemin  Boyal,  a  part  of  the  road 
in  the  valley  admirably  made;  but, 
unconnected  as  it  is  with  the  country 
above  or  below  by  any  road  so  good, 
it  is  worthless. 

Below  these  tourniquets  the  valley 
offers  some  of  its  most  wild  and 
grand  scenes.  On  looking  back  from 
the  path  carried  along  the  brink  of 
the  precipices  high  above  the  torrent, 
the  Ubaye  is  seen  in  its  deep  course 
issuing  from  the  defile  of  La  Tour, 
and  beyond,  the  grand  forms  of  the 
mountam  of  Cugulion  des  Trots 
Eveques,  which  divides  the  valley  of 
Barcelonette  from  that  of  the  Var, 
the  scene  is  one  of  savage  dreariness. 

The  road  continues  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  river  high  above  its  bed ;  imtil, 
leaving  the  side  of  the  hiU  upon 
which  the  fort  of  St.  Vincent  is 
placed,  a  very  difficult  path  leads 
down  to  the  river,  which  is  crossed  to 
arrive  at  the  little  village  of  Ubaye. 

From  this  place,  one  road  passes 
down  by  the  river  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Durance  at  La  Brioule  ;  and 
another,  up  the  side  of  the  mountain 
to  the  Col  de  Pontis,  which  leads  to 
Savines  on  the  Durance,  in  the  high- 
road from  Gap  to  Embrun,  which  is 
distant  from  Savines  8  m. 

Ftom  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Pontis,  on  looking  back  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye,  the  hill  of  St. 
Vincent  is  a  strikingly  fine  object, 
surmounted  iby  forts  which  formerly 
guarded  the  entrance  to  the  valley  of 
Barcelonette,  when  it  was  under  the 
dominion  of  Sardinia.  By  a  wise  ar- 
rangement it  was  ceded  to  France,  in 
exchange  for  the  valleys  of  Pragelas 
and  Exilles,  when  the  states  of  France 
and  Sardinia  prudently  agreed  upon 
the  chain  of  tne  high  Alps  as  their 
Une  of  demarcation* 
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of  Majasset  is  about  4  hours'  walk 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Ubaye 
and  the  Ubayette,  and  6^  hrs.  from 
Barcelonette.  At  Majasset,  as  it  is 
possible,  it  will  be  wise  to  sleep,  and 
a  trusty  guide  should  be  engaged  (the 
services  of  the  innkeeper  Cressy  may- 
be obtained  in  this  capacity)  to  cross 
the  Col  to  St  Veran.  Near  Maurin 
they  have  begun  to  work  serpentine 
as  ornamental  stone,  and  between  this 
valley  and  that  of  the  Guil  serpentine 
and  diallage  constantly  occur.  Three 
or  four  passes  across  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  lead  on  the  right  from 
this  valley  into  Piedmont.  1,  by 
the  Col  de  Boux  and  the  Col  de 
Maira  into  the  valley  of  the  Maira 
to  Dronero ;  2,  by  the  Col  de  Lan- 
taret  and  the  Col  de  Malecoste  to 
Chateau  Dauphin  in  the  Yal  de 
Vraita ;  and  3,  by  the  eastern  Col 
de  Longet  from  the  head  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Ubaye  to  La  Chenel,  at 
the  head  of  the  vallev  of  the  Vraita, 
and  thence  to  Chateau  Dauphin. 
Majasset  is  the  station  of  the  French 
douaniers,  who  have  in  this  valley  to 
guard  an  extensive  frontier  by  these 
passes.  A  little  above  the  last  village 
the  traveller  arrives  at  the  small  Lac 
de  Parol,  a  piece  of  water  which 
evidently  owes  its  origin  to  a  stupen- 
dous  landslip  from  the  western  side 
of  the  valley  called  the  Costabella, 
which,  it  is  said,  descended  in  the 
1 3th  century.  On  the  margin  of  this 
lake  rye  is  cultivated,  though  it  has 
a  very  great  elevation.  Soon  after 
passing  the  lake  and  a  series  of  cas- 
cades, the  valley  is  ascended  steeply 
for  several  miles  by  a  wild  and 
dreary  path,  bounded  b;^  very  lofty 
peaks,  and  terminates  in  the  path 
that  leads  by  the  Eastern  Col  de 
Longet,  which  extends  over  fine  pas- 
turages, at  a  great  elevation,  to  a 
very  abrupt  and  magnificent  descent 
into  Piedmont.  The  path  by  the 
western  Col  de  Longet,  called  some- 
times the  Col  de  Cula,  is  that  which 
leads  to  St.  Veran;  it  ascends  to  the 
left,  and  divides  the  valleys  of  Mau- 
rin and  St.  Veran.  The  ascent  is 
quite  pathless  and  QfWn  over  patches 


BARCELONETTE  TO  BRIAN9ON  BY  THE 
VALLEY  OF  THE  UBAYE  AND  ST. 
VERAN. 

Besides  the  routes  from  Barcelo- 
nette to  Embrun  by  the  vaUey  of  the 
Ubaye,  the  Col  de  V  acherie,  and  also 
by  the  Col  de  Vars  and  Guillestre, 
all  mentioned  in  Bte.  134,  there  is 
another,  by  which  the  traveller  may 
reach  the  vaUey  of  the  Gml,  and  visit 
wild  and  sequestered  scenes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Monte  Viso  ; 
but  the  Cuisa,  though  not  impracti- 
cable for  mules,  is  only  fit  for  a  pe- 
destrian;  at  least  this  is  the  case  with 
the  pass  of  the  Col  de  Longet 

About  2i  hrs.  above  Barcelonette 
lies  the  confluence  of  the  Ubayette 
and  the  Ubaye;  the  former  leading 
to  the  Col  d'Argenti^re,  the  latter  to 
the  Embrunnais  by  the  valley  of 
Maurin. 

The  ascent  of  the  Ubaye  leads  by  a 
deep  ravine  below  the  camp  of  Tour- 
neaux,  where  the  remains  of  redoubts 
and  intrenchments  still  mark  the  im- 
portance of  this  frontier  passage: 
when  the  valley  of  Barcelonette  be- 
longed to  Sardinia,  this  spot  was  the 
scene  of  many  struggles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  18th  century.  A  mule 
path,  which  leads  high  above  the  rt 
bank  of  llie  river,  leads  above  the 
ravine  and  into  the  basin-shaped  val- 
ley of  St  PauL  Before  reaching 
the  village  of  St  Paul,  the  path  which 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Vars  to  Guil- 
lestre and  Embrun  winds  up  by  the 
deep  ravines  of  the  Bioumonas,  a 
torrent  which  descends  from  the  Col 
de  Vars,  and  the  villages  of  Le  Serrel 
and  L'Entraye;  this  pass  is  an  easy 
one,  and  by  it  the  distance  from  St. 
Paul  to  Guillestre  is  little  more  than 
6  hrs. 

Above  St  Paul  the  valley  narrows 
again,  and  continues  like  a  ravine 
until  it  expands  into  the  communes 
of  Maurin,  a  common  name  given 
to  the  three  villages  of  Majasset,  la 

♦  The  routes  from  Jntin  to  Nice  by  the  Col 
de  Tendot  and  f^oiq  Nice  to  Genoa  by  the  Ri- 
vfera,  formerly  included  in  this  volame,  are 
now  transferred  to  the  Handbook  for  Nosth 
Italt,  where  they  are  ftilly  described. 
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of  snow;  the  crest  has  a  great  ele- 
vation — 10,345  English  feet ;  it  is 
nearly  200  feet  higher  than  the  Col 
de  V  iso.  It  is  attained  in  4  hours 
from  Majasset:  the  yiew  from  it  is 
stupendous;  on  one  hand  towards 
Monte  Viso,  which  appears  quite 
close,  and  on  the  other  to  the  Pau- 
phiny  Alps,  which  are  nowhere  so 
iinely  seen  as  from  this  point 
Scarcely  a  trace  of  y^getation  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  summit,  A  very  steep 
descent  leads,  in  2^  hrs.,  to  St.  V eran, 
a  yery  populous  yillage,  placed  at  the 
great  eleyation  of  6693  English  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  bein^  pro- 
bably the  highest  village,  with  the 
same  amount  of  population,  in  Europe. 
Around  it  barley  and  rye  are  culti- 
vated ;  the  former  to  the  elevation 
of  nearly  7000  feet, 

St.  Yeran  is  situated  in  a  remark- 
ably verdant  and  well- watered  valley 
of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance, 
when  seen  for  the  first  time,  is  extra- 
ordinary ;  for,  instead  of  houses,  it 
seems  to  be  a  mass  of  space  and  scaf- 
folding ;  the  houses  are  built  entirely 
of  wood,  except  that  sometimes  they 
rest  on  a  basement  of  stone,  which  in- 
closes the  stable,  a  common  but  dirty 
practice  in  the  domestic  structures 
of  the  high  villages  of  these  Alps. 
Around  the  houses  they  invariaMy 
construct  a  sort  of  veranda  or  gallery, 
with  a  roof  projecting  6  or  8  feet,  and 
fitted  up  with  the  sort  of  scaffolding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  appearance,  at 
first  sight,  to  the  village  ;  the  purpose 
of  this  scaffolding  is  to  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  dry  their  ill-ripened 
com  under  the  shelter  of  the  project- 
ing roofs  :  their  harvests  generally 
take  place  early  in  the  autumn,  before 
the  frosts  set  in,  the  seed  having  been 
sown  in  the  July  of  the  preceding 
year.  St.  Veran  offers  no  accom«> 
modation  whatever  to  travellers,  un* 
less  the  cure  can  be  induced  to  afford 
hospitality.  The  filthy  habits  of  the 
people  are  most  offensive,  arising 
chiefly  from  their  custom  of  living 
with  the  cattle  in  the  stables,  and  this 
even  among  persons  of  property. 

The  Protestants  are  very  numerous 
at  St,  Veran,  consisting  of  twenty- 


four  families ;  a  Protestant  Church  has 
lately  beeii  erected  there  ;  but  as  the 
pastor,  M.  Ermann,  who  succeeded 
Felix  Neff,  resides  at  La  Chalp,  the 
service  is  neither  frequent  nor  regular. 

Here  were  occasionally  exercised 
the  devoted  services  of  Neff,  **the 
modem  Apostle  of  the  Alps."  The 
Protestant  communities  of  St.  Yeran, 
Poussillarde,  Frassyni^re,  Dormeil- 
leuse,  &c,,  some  of  these  places  being 
above  40  m,  apart  from  others,  formed 
the  extensive  district  where  he  la- 
boured in  his  ministry  with  a  devo- 
tion and  energy  to  whidh  his  health 
and  life  were  at  last  sacrificed. 

The  Boman  Catholic  church  of  St. 
Yeran  is  situated  near  the  highest 
part  of  the  long  straggling  viUage. 
On  its  wall  is  cut,  "  1041  toises  sur 
la  mer." 

The  house  of  the  cure  adjoining  is 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  the  place. 

Prom  St.  Yeran  an  agreeable  road 
leads  down  the  valley  to  Queyras,  a 
village  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
district  in  the  valley  of  the  Guil, 
and  thence  to  Briancon  (Bte.  132). 
But  if  the  object  of  tne  traveller  be 
to  visit  Abries  and  the  upper  valley 
of  the  Guil,  he  may  attain  them 
through  scenes  of  grander  character 
than  those  presented  by  the  route 
through  Queyras,  and  by  a  path  4  hrs. 
shorter  than  that  througn  the  valley  of 
the  GuiL  In  either  case  he  should 
not  fhil  to  notice  a  singular  geolo- 
g[ical  fact  near  Pra,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  torrent  descending  from 
St.  Yeran.  The  slopes  have  been 
covered  with  extremely  hard  blocks 
of  the  diallage  rock  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. In  one  place  these  have  rested 
on  a  friable  slaty  limestone;  the 
weather  and  melting  snow  have  gra- 
dually washed  the  soil  from  around 
these  blocks,  which  have  served  as  a 
protection^  to  that  immediately  below 
them,  and  thus  pillars,  not  unlike 
Gothic  pinnacles,  which,  in  some 
cases,  have  an  elevation  of  100  ft., 
have  been  left,  with  these  boulders 
for  their  capitals,  presenting  an  ex- 
traordinary appearance,  with  an  ob^ 
vious  origin.  A  simiW  geological 
phenomienon  is  presented  in  the  'fjroi 
83 
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ROUTE  136. — ^DIGNE  TO  BARCELONETTE. 


Sect.  II. 


at  Ober-Botien,  not  hi  from  Botzen, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Adige. — F. 

ROUTE  136. 

FROM  DIONE,  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE 
DURANCE,  TO  BARCELONETTE  BY 
COLMAR  AND  ALOS. 

Instead  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Gap,  the  route  of  the  diligence,  the 
traveller  who,  from  Marseilles  and 
Digne,  would  approach  the  Alps 
sooner,  may  reach  them  by  an  inte- 
resting line  of  route  either  on  horse- 
back or  on  foot,  and  pass  through 
scenes  little  known  to  English  ram- 
blers. From  Digne,  a  valley  of  rather 
Alpine  character,  and  therefore  most 
welcome  to  the  traveller,  who  is  glad 
to  escape  from  the  parched  plains  of 
France,  leads  by  the  village  of  Drays 
to  the  Col  du  Tour,  where  there  are 
fine  pasturages,  and  which  is  reached 
in  4^  hrs.  from  Digne :  thence  a  path 
leads  down  through  parched  valleys, 
rather  resembling  those  of  the  north 
of  Spain  than  of  France,  to  the  village 
Chateau  Garnier,  7  hrs.  from  Digne, 
where  there  is  a  poor  inn,  the  only 
resting-place.  From  Chateau  Gar- 
nier, the  traveller  soon  reaches  the 
valley  of  the  Yerdon,  and,  in  its  ascent, 
the  interest  increases  to  Colmar,  a 
very  small  fortified  town,  which  com- 
mands the  entrance  to  a  gorge,  and 
was,  with  Barcelonette,  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Piedmontese  govern- 
ment. It  is  still  garrisoned,  and  its 
gates  are  shut  at  9  p.m.  with  as  much 
regularity  as  when  it  was  a  more  im- 
portant station.  From  Chateau  Gar- 
nier to  Colmar  is  3^  hrs.  A  little 
above  the  town,  in  the  valley,  there  is 
a  small  intermittent  spring.  Still 
higher  up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon,  1^ 
hr.  above  Colmar,  is  the  little  town 
of  Alos,  situate  nearly  5000  ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  in  a  high  Alpine 
valley,  surrounded  by  lofty  moun- 
tains. The  accommoaations  for  tra- 
vellers are  poor,  but  the  people  very 
obliging.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Alos  is  scarcely  known  to  English 
travellers,  but  it  well  deserves  their 
examination,  and  an  excursion  should 
be  made  to  the  lake  of  Aios,  a  dis- 


tance of  about  4  hours.    The  route 
to  it  lies  by  the  villajge  of  Champ 
Richard.      The   lake  is  one  of  the 
largest  and    most   profound    in    the 
French  Alps,  though  it  is  situated  at 
the  height  of  7500  English  feet.     Its 
form  is  almost  circular,  and  its  cir- 
cumference is  nearly  4  miles.     The 
Mont  Pela,  which  rises  from  the  side 
of  the  lake,  has  an  elevation  of  10,500 
feet,  more  than  3000  above  the  lake. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  in  the  Alps 
so  sublimely  wild  and  sequestered  as 
the  vaUey  of  this  lake.     The   sur- 
rounding mountains  are  covered  with 
snow  ana  a  few  stunted  pines,  amidst 
vast   precipices    and    deep    ravines. 
Surrounding  this    retired    lake    are 
some  of  the  grand  materials  of  this 
most  picturesque  soUtude.     The  lake 
is  remarkable  for  its  outlet,  which, 
after    a    course    under    ground    for 
1500    feet,   bursts    into   the    valley, 
and  after    foaming    through  a  suc- 
cession of  cascades  meanders  in  gen- 
tleness   and   beauty  through  pastu- 
rages rich    in   their    flonu    display. 
From  Alos  to  Barcelonette  the  route 
lies  up  the  valley  of  the  Yerdon,  and 
after  passing  the  village  of  La  Foax, 
and  crossing  a  stone  bridge,  the  path 
to  the  Col  de  Feire,  which  divides  the 
valley  of  Verdon  from  that  of  Barce- 
lonette,  this  col  is  soon  gained.    It 
is  a  fine  pasturage  to  the  summit; 
and  from  it  a  charming  view  is  sud- 
denly presented   on  looking   up  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye.    The  descent  to 
Barcelonette  from  the  col  is  exceed- 
ingly romantic,  leading  down  through 
a    valley    of   great   iS^ldness    richly 
wooded.    There  is  an  excellent  path 
down  to  the  valley  of  the  Ubaye,  but 
the   descent  is  steep    and  fatiguing. 
Barcelonette  may  be  reached  on  foot 
in  7  hours  from  Alos.    The  Hotel  du 
Nord    afiPords   good   accommodation. 
In  descending  from  the  col,  the  valley 
of  the  torrent  Bachelard  opens  on  the 
rt,  flanked  by  grand   precipices;  it 
leads  to  St.  Dalmas  le  Sauvage,  and 
thence  by  St  Etienne,  in  the  valley 
of  the  V  ar,  thence  across  the  Col  de 
Mont  Penche,  to  the  Baths  of  Ye- 
nadio,  in  the  valley  of  the  Stora,  in 
Piedmont  (p.  380). 
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%*  In  order  to  fkcilitate  reference  to  the  Routes,  moot  of  them  are  repeated  in  the  Index  twice  : 
thus,  Giif XYA  to  Chamonni,  is  also  mentioned  under  the  head  Chamonni  *  to  Geneva ; 
such  reverted  Routes  are  marked  in  the  Index  with  an  asterisk  to  distinguish  them. 
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A. 

Aab,  river,  80,  86,  96.    Source 

of,  90 

,  Mis  of,  80,  87 

,  river,  junction  of,  with 

Limmat  and  Reuss,  15 
AaraUf  14 
Aarberg,  8,  129 
Aarburg,  13 
Abries,  385 
Adelboden,  118 
Adula,  monte,  246 
Agassiz,  Professor,  hut  of,  85, 

91  ;    museum  of,  180 ;  on 

glaciers,  lii. 
Agnes,    queen   of    Hungary, 

founder  of  Konigafelden,  16 ; 

her  cruelty,  16 
Agno,  255 
Aigle,  L%  160 
AiguebeUette,  865 
Aigueblanche,  856 
Aiguille,  the,  842 
Aimaville,  309.   Roman  aque- 
duct, 309 
Aime  (Axuma),  358 
Airolo,  108 
Aix  les  Bains,  852.    Mineral 

and  other  springs  of,  35S 
Alagna,  270 
•~—  to  Pestarena,  273 
Albens,  352 
Albert,    emperor  of  Austria, 

murdered,  16 
Albertville,1349 
Albinen,  village  of,  114 
Albis  Wirthshaus,  35 

hill,  35  ;  Brunnen,  36 

Albula  pass,  230 
Alby,  352 
Algaby.  172 
Alfee  Blanche,  846 
Allmagell,  278 
Alos,  391 
Alp  horn,  xli. 
^  Alpbach,  79 
*  Alpenstock,  119 

,  its  uses,  xxxi. 

Alpine  horn,  78 
Alpine 

xli. 


ABNAUD. 

Alpinula,  Julia,  128 

,  Byron's  lines  on,  128 

Alpnach,  57 

,  slide  of,  57 

Alps,  first  view  of  them  from 
the  Jura,  xxxii.  Pano- 
ramas of,  xxxiii.  Near  views 
of,     xxxiii.     Roads     over, 

XXXV. 

Altenberg,  66 
Altorf,  102 
Altstetten,  187 
Alveneu,  225 
Amedeus  VIII.,  154, 164 
Ammertenthal,  82,  83 
Amsteg,  103 
Andeer,  239 
Andelflngen,  24 
An  der  Lienk,  116 
Andermatt,  orUrseren,  105 
*  to   Coire  by  the  Ober- 

alp,  214 
Anetorlns,  129 
Angling  in  Switzerland,  29 
Angrogna,  valley  of,  381 
Anne,  St.,  105 
Annecy,  350 

le  Vieux,  852 

Annemasse,  324 
Antigorio,  val,  92 
An2asca,val4  274-277.   Beauty 

of  its  scenery,  and  superior 

condition  of  its  peasantry, 

274-277 
AOSTA.  293 ;  Val  d',  290-293 

to  Sion,  180 

•  to  Turin,  298 

to     Martigny   and    the 

Great  St.  Bernard,  296 
♦  to  St.  Branchier  by  the 

valley  of  Bagnes  and  col  des 

FenStres,  804 

to  Ponte,  309 

Appknsell  oavton,  194 

village,  195 

to  St.  Gall,  194 

Arbedo,  248 
Arbon, 184 
Arenaberg,  29 
Arete  Blanche,  983 
Argentic,  889 
Argovie,  15 

Arly,  valley  of  the,  848 
Amaud,  Benry,  881 


BASEL, 
Axolla,  181 
Arona,  176.    Colossus  of  San 

Carlo,  176 

to  Varallo,  264 

to  Turin,  by  RomagnanO, 

269 
Arpenaz,  Nant  d',  326 
Arth,  35,  40 
Arve,  junction  with  the  Rhone, 

148 

,  source  of  the,  342 

ArveroB,  source  of  the,  384 
Attinghausen,  the  birthplace 

of  Walter  Furst,  102 
Aubonne,  139 
Aubin,  St.,  134 
Auftiau,  isle  of,  30 
Augst,8 
AuxonttOt  140 
AvALANCHXS,     Ix.       Danger 

from,lxi.     Varieties  of,  Ix. 

Catastrophes   arising    from, 

Ixi.    WlndQf,lxi. 
Avenches,  127 
Aventicum,  128 
Ayas,  289 
Ayent,  118 

B. 

Bachalp,  78 

Baden,  17.    Balhs,  18 

Bagnes,  valley  and  inundation, 

304.    Mode  of  preventing  a 

similar  catastrophe,  806. 
*  B^ewell's  Tour  in  the  Ta- 

rentaiae,'  extract  from,  351 
Bfile,  1 

B&le  to  Strasbuig  (Railway),  5 
Ballsthal,  10 
Balmat,  Jacques,  330 
Balme,  Glacier,  178 
Balme,  Col  de,  341 
Balme,  Grotte  de,  825 
Balrille,  381 
Baicelonette,  890 
Barcelonette  to  Brian^on,  892 
Bard,  fort.  291 
Barnard,  Geo.,  views  of  Switcer- 

land,  xxxiv.  75 
Barras,  M.,  prior  of  the  hospice 

of  the  Simplon,  171 
Barricades,  pais  of  \he,  889 
Basel,! 


396 


INDEX. 


BASLE. 

Baslb,  1.  G«thednl,l.  Coun- 
cil of,  9.  Public  library,  S. 
Collection  of  the  works  of 
Holbein.  8.  Dance  of  Death, 
3,  6.  University,  8.  Poli- 
tical dissensions,  4.  Pub- 
lic conveyances,  5 

Basle  to  Heme,  by  Bienne,  5 

— —  to  Schaffbanaen,  A 

to  Solenre,  by  the  Ober 

Hauenittein,  9 

to  Lucerne,  by  the  Unter 

Hauenstein,  12 

to  Aarau,  14 

toZnrich,  15 

Basle  Campagne,  9 

Baths  of  Baden,  18 

Gaia.  194 

Grange  (Greochen),  12 

Heinriehsbad,  197 

Leuk,  113 

Loeche,  118 

Ffeffers,  188 

Rosenlaui,  78 

— -  Sehintznach,  17 

Stachelberg,  200 

Weissbad,  196 

Batterkinden,  62 

Batz,  value  of,  xiii. 

Baveno,  174 

to  Varallo,  267 

Bears  of  Berne,  63,  65 

Beatus,  cave  of,  69 

Beaufort,  Maxime  de,  349 

Beauvoisin,  Pont,  365 

Beckenried,  96 

Bedretto,val,  107, 110 

,  hamlet  of,  110 

Belgirate,  176 

Bellaggio,  256 

Bellegarde,  15Q 

Bellenz,  248 

Bellinzonci,  248.    Castles,  249 

— —  to  Magadinoand  Locarno, 
249 

>—  to  Lugano,  by  Mont  Ce- 
nere,  253 

Bellinzona*  to  Splngen  and 
Coire,  by  the  pass  of  the 
Bernardin,  246 

Beresal.  170 

Bergaraasque  shepherds,  231 

Bergell,  244 

Bergun,  230 

Bergunerstein  Pass,  229 

Bernard,  St.,  pass  of  the 
Grbat,  296^303.  Hospicst 
297.  Dogs,  299.  Monks 
297-301.  Morgue,  299.  Plam 
of  Jupiter,  301.  History  of 
the  pass.  301  ' 

to  Cormayeur,  803 

Bernard,  St.,  the  "  Apostle  of 
the  Alps,"  352 

,  pass  of  the  JMe,  320, 

358.  The  route  of  Hanni- 
bal, 323 

Bemardmo,  St.,  pass,  246. 
Village,  247 

BxRWK,    63.      Fountains,  68. 


Clock  tower,  64.  Bernese 
Alps,  64.  Minster.  64.  Mu- 
seum, 65.  Cluuritable  Insti- 
tutions, 65.  The  Barengra- 
ben,  66.     Promenades,  66. 

Bkrns  to  Thun,  67 

to  Lausanne,   by  Frey- 

burg,  123 

to  Lausanne,  by  Morat,127 

to  Neuchatel,  129 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  67 

Bemina  pass,  233 

Bersesio,  890 

Bertha,  queen  of  Bui^ndy, 
126.    Saddle  of,  126 

BerthitUet.  the  chemist,  birth- 
place of.  352 

Beasans,  360 

Bex,  161.  Salt  mines  and 
works,  161 

to  Sion,  by  the  Diable- 

rets,  164 

Biasca,  109.    Church  of,  109. 

Biberegg.  209.  Cradle  of  the 
Redings,  209 

Biel,  7 

Biella,  269.  Notre  Dame 
d'Oropa,  269 

Bled,  stream  of,  136 

Bienne,  7 

•to  Basle,  7 

to  Beme,  7 

to    Neuchfitel,    131.    To 

Yverdun,  131 

Bienne,  lake  of,  132 

Bionnassay,  glacier  of,  843 

Bipp,  Castle  of,  10 

Bits,  valley  of  the,  6.  Source 
of,  7 

Bisi  Thai,  811 

Bivio,  or  Stalla,  228 

Blaize.  St.,  129, 134 

Blakenstock,  97 

Blegno,  val,  109 

Blistered  feet,  to  cure,  xxix. 

BlumlisAlp,  112 

Bobbio,  383 

Boden  See,  183 

Boghy,  gorge  of,*  98 

BoleU  or  Bolletone,  261 

Boltingen,  180 

Bondergrat,  118 

Bonhomme,  Col  de,  345 

Bonneville,  324 

Bonnivard,  the  Prisoner  of 
Chillon,  159 

Borca,  276 

Borgomanero,  264 

Borromean  islands,  1 74 

Borromeo,  San  Carlo»  106. 
Statue.  176 

Boasons,  glacier,  889 

Botzlingen,  102 

,  parliament  of.  108 

Bougy,  Signal  de,  140 

Bourg  d'Oysans,  375 

St.  Maurice,  359 

Bourget,  Lac  de,  353 

Bovaret,  164 

Bozel,  861 


CAFOLAQO. 
Bramegg,  ascent  of,  6 1 
Branchier,  St.,  296 

,  to  Aosta,  304 

Bregaglia,  val,  244 
Bremgarten,  28 
Brenet.  laJce,  136 
Brennieres,  359 
Brenva  glacier,  847 
Breuil,  286 
Breven,  333 
Brian^on,  378 
—  to  Susa,  by  the    \ 

the  Mont  Genevre,  ST8 
Brida,  361 
Brieg,  169 
Brienz,  81 

,  lake  of,  81 

,  steamer  on.  th«.  81 


Brienzergrat,  80 

Brigels,20S 

Bristenstoek,  108 

Brocfiedon,    /Pin.,    quotations 
from,  276,  302,  347 

Broye,  valley  of,  127 

Bruck,  15 

Brugg,  15 

Brunfg,  the  pass  of,  56  ;  sav- 
mit  of,  80 

Brunnen,  51 

Brusaone,  278 

Buccione,  264 

Buet,  328 

fiuflalora  pass,  832 

Bulach,  24 

Bulle.  121 

Buntschi,  119 

Buonaparte  at  Fort  Bard,  291 

-• —  at  the  Great  St.  Bernard, 
297 

Burca,  276 

Burglen,  102,  202 

Bussingen,  44 

Buttisholz,  14 

Btron,  Lord,  his  description 
of  the  Alps  as  seen  from  the 
Jara,xxxiii.  HisSwisstour, 
67.  Description  of  the  SUnb- 
bach,  72.  Of  the  Wengem 
Alp,  and  its  avalanches,  74. 
Scenery  of  his  drama  of 
Manfred,  74.  Lines  on  the 
Ossuary  of  Morat,  187.  On 
Lake  Leman,  in  a  calm.  150. 
In  a  storm,  151.  Clueiis, 
158.    Chillon,  160. 


Cadenabbia,  256 
Cassar  at  Geneva,  143 
Caille,  pont  de  la,  850 
Calixtus  IL,  Pope,  97 
Calvin,  John,  at  Geneva,  143. 

His  laws,  143.    Condenma-  « 

tion  of  Servettts,  143 
Campea,  val,  81 1 
Campo  Dolcino,  848 
Oapolago»  856 
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CARCOFFERO. 
Carcoffero,  275 
durdinel  pasB,  S41 
Caroline,  Queen  of  England, 

257 
Carouse,  126 
CaMCCia,  245 
Castasegna,  245 
Castella,  terrace  of,  381 
Castello,  Church  of  Santa  Ma> 

ria  di,  109 
Castels,  225 
Cavaslia,  234 
Ceard,  engineer  of  the  Sim- 

plon,  169 
Cents,    Mont,    370.       LitUe, 

370 
Centron,  village  of,  358 
Ceppo  M orelli,  275 
Ceresol,  31  d 
Cergues.  St.,  Ijeaatifiil  view  of, 

140 
Ceriaio,  Lago,  25ft 
Cernetz,  282 
CmtviN,  Mont,  281.    Pass  of, 

285 
Cesanne  to  Pignerol,  by  the 

Col  de  Sestri&es,  880 
Chaflfe-Quarre,  358 
Chaille,  La,  gorge  of,  367 
Chatne,  La,  137 
Chaises-&-porteurs,  xx. 
Ch&lets  and  pasturages,  li. 
Chambave  wine,  293 
Chamhery^  368 
Chambery*  to  Geneva,  854 

*  to  Pont  Beauvoisin,  365 

_- —  to   Lanslebourg,  by  the 

Col  d'Iseran,  355 
CuAMoUKi,  329.    Origin  of  the 

name,  329.  Guides,  330.  Ex- 
cursions around,  330.    Mon- 

tanvert,  331.      Jardin,  332. 

Flegdce,  333.     Breven,  333. 

Source    of    Arveron,     334. 

Chapeau,   834.      Asoent   of 

Mont  Blanc,  336 

•  to  Geneva,  329 

to  Martigny  by  the  Tete 

Noire,  339 

*  the  Col  de  Balme,  341 

to  Connayeur,  by  the  Col 

de  Bonhomme  and  the  Col 

de  la  Seisne,  348 
Champignol,  119 
Chapeau,  335 
Chapis,  315 
Chapid,  345 
Charles  the  Bold  of  Burgundy, 

134 
Charmontane  glaciers,  307 
Chars-it-banc,  xix. 
Cliasseral,  133 

mont,  7 

Chat,  Mont  du,  363 
Ch&teaud'Oex,  120 

to  Aigle,  122 

Chfiteau  Duing,  351 
—  de  Queiras,  384 
Chatel  St.  Denis,  121 
CULtillon,  286 


COLMA, 
ChAtillon  to  Visp,  by  the  paw 
of  Mont  Cervin,  280 

to  Aosia,  292 

Chaux  de  Fonds.  La,  135 
Chaux  de  Milieu,  136 
Chede,  cascade  and  lake,  327 
Cheeses,  Swiss,  li.,  200 
Cheville,  Col  de,  165 
Chiavennat  242 

to  Como,  242 

*  to  Sptugen,  242 

to    St.   Moritz,   by  the 

pass  of  the  Maloya,  244 

Chillon,  castle  of,  159 

CSamot,2I6 

Cima  de  Jaxi.  278 

Cime  du  Fours,  345 

Cimes  Blanches,  287 

Clairee.Col,  873 

Clarens,  157.  Byron's  descrip- 
tion, 158 

Ciariden  alps,  201 

Clefen,  242 

Cluse,  La,  pass  of,  186 

Cluses,  825 

Clusette.  La,  defile,  138 

Clusone,  valley  of  the,  880 

CooKX,  val  de,  810.  Ixon- 
miiiea.  810 

,  village  of,  310.     Glacier 

of,  811 

,  fengtre  de,  312 

CuiBE,  191.  Church  of  St.  Lu- 
cius, 191.  Bishop's  palace, 
191.  Post-horses,  192.  Ho- 
mansch  tongue,  192.  Go- 
vernment of  the  Grisons, 
192 

•  to  Pfeffers  baths,  191 

*  to  Constance,  191 

*  to  Zurich,  191 

•  to  SchaffHausen  through 

Toggenbuig,  198 

to  Andermatt  by  the  Vor- 

der  Rheinthal,  214, 

to  St.  Moritz  by  the  Jn- 

lier,  228 

to  Ponte  in  the  Engadine, 

by  the  Albula,  229 

to  Splugen,  by  the  Via 

Mala,  235 
to  Bellinzona,  by  the  Ber- 

nardin,  235,  246 
to    Chiavenna     by   the 

Splugen,  235,  240 
Col  d'Anteme,  887 

de  Balme,  340 

de  Bonhomme,  842 

de  Colma,  269 

d'Errin,  181 

de  Gauche,  344 

de  Lautaret,  360 

du  Mont,  319 

de  la  Seigne,  346 

de  Tamie,  852 

~—  de  la  Vanoise,  863 

., de  Viso,  385 

Colico,  244 

Gollon,Colde,  168, 181 
Colma,  Col  de,  269 


CULM. 
Colmar,  394 
Colonna,  Prosper,  surprised  by 

the  French,  388 
Colossus  of  Carlo  Borromeo,  176 
Columbier,  134 
Columbanus,  St.,   Church  of, 

105 
Coluret,  grand,  316 ;  little,  816 
Combal,lakeof,  346 
Combe  de  Savoie,  348 
Comblou,  348 
Como,  257 

,  lake  of,  257 

,  steamers  on  the, 

256 
Concise,  134 
Conflans,  349 
Constance,  22.    Minster,  22. 

Great  council  of  ConsUnoe, 

23.  Huss,  23 

,  lake  of,  183 

,  steamers  on  the, 

24,  183 

to  St.  Gall,  183 

to  Coire,  186 

*  to  Schaffhausen,  22 

Contamines,  343 

Conto,  montc,  244 

Coppet.  152 

Coquempiu  wine,  167 

Cormayeur,  295 

•  to  Turin,  295 

•  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col 

de  Ferret,  3U7 

to   St.  Maurice,    by  the 

Little  St.  Bernard,  820 

•  to   Chamouny,  by   the 

Allee  Blanche,  347 

Cortaillud,  134 

Cossonex,  189 

Cdte,  La,  139, 153 

Coucy,  Ingelram  de,  defeat  of, 
62 

Courgne.  313 

Courrendelin,  6 

Couvercle,  332 

Coverdale,  Miles,  prints  the 
first  English  Bible  at  Zurich, 
26 

Cramer's  *  Dissertation  on  the 
Passage  of  Hannibal,'  ex- 
tract from,  364 

Cramont,  mont,  321.  View 
from,  821 

Crans,  351 

Crenone,  val,  109 

Cretinism,  Ixiii. 

f  Dr.  Twining  on,  Ixv. 

Creux  de  Vent  mountain,  137 

,  echo  of,  138 

Crevasses,  Iv. 

Crispalt.  S16 

Crisjolo,  village  of,  887 

Crodo,  94 

Croix,Colde1a,388 

Croix  de  Ni volet,  col,  817 

Cromwell  (Oliver),  embank- 
ment at  Bobbio  built  by,  883 

Cruseilles,  350 
I  Culm  inn,  49 
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Ganglia,  SI  7 
Cufltom-hooM,  Saidintan,  883 


D. 

DaehBfelden,  7 
Dala,  river,  115 
Dalmazio,  St.,  388 
Dalmazio,  St.,  to  Embnun,  by 

Baroelonette    and    the  Cku 

d'Argentiere,  385 
Bance  of  Death,  8 
Datschbach  waterfiai,  97 
Dauben  See,  118 
Dayo8,225 
Davos  PUz.  227 
Davy,  Sir  Humphry,  grave  of, 

147 
Dazio  Grande,  108 
Demont,  388 

Dent  de  Jaman,  pass  of,  120 
Desideriua,  king  of  Lombardy, 

108 
Dessaix's  monument,  298 
Destal,  278 
Devil's  bridge,  103 
Diablerets,  165 
Diditsr,  St.,  320 
Diemtigen  thai,  116 
Dietikon,  18 

Di^e  to  Baroelonette,  394 
Dijon  to  Geneva,  140 
Duigences  in  Switzerland,  xvi. 
DiodaU  campagna,  148,  163 
Directions    for     traveUing   in 

Switzerland,  xxviii. 

in 

Piedmont  and  Savoy,  859 

Diasentis,  abbot  of,  107 
Distsntis,  abbey,  215 

—  to  Reichenau,  215 

^^  to  Blegno  by  the  Luk- 
manier,  217 

to    Andermatt    by   the 

Oberalp,  21.6 

Distances  in  Switzerland,  ziv. 

in  Piedmont,  262 

Divico,  conqueror  of  the  Ro- 
mans, 160 

D'lvoune,  150 

Dobbia,  val,  271,  318 

Dodi  berg,  201 

Doire  river,  272,  290 

D61e,  view  firom  the,  140 

Domdidier,  128 

Domessin,  365 

Domleschg  valley,  238 

Domo  d'Ossola,  94.  173 

Donas,  291 

Domach,  battle  of,  6 

D(»on  de  Beaufort,  349 

de  Bezel,  356 

Douba,  river,  138 

Douvaane,  163 

Doveria.  178 

Drainage  of  the  Lake  of  Lnn- 
gem,  59 

Dranoe,  iniuid»U<m  of,  9(ii 


FAULHORK. 
Dundengrat,  88,  180 
Dttggia,  val,  269 
Duing,  ch&teau,  351 
Duport,  Baron,  313,  351 
Dupre,  126 


Ean  Morte,  352 

Eau  Noire,  339 

Eohallens,  135 

Echelles,  Lea,  865 

Ecluse,  L',  fort,  150 

Eginen,  93 

Eginenthal,  93 

Egeri,  lake,  808 

Eglisau,  24 

Eigher,  great,  75 

Klein,  75 

Einfisch  thai,  168 

Einsiedeln  abbey,  203.  Pil- 
grimage described,  205 

to  Schwytz,  208 

Eismeer,  77  * 

Elm.  212 

Embrun  to  Salnxzo  (or  Sa- 
Inces),  by  the  Col  de  Viso, 
385 

Emme,  river,  68 

Emmenthal,  valley  of,  62 

Engadine  deteribea,  230-233 

Engelberg,  village  and  abbey 
of,  97 

Engelhorner,  79 

Engestein,  68 

Enghe,  66 

English  war,  and  barrow,  14 

Bntlebucb,  61 

Entremont,  Val  d',  296 

Erasmus's  grave  and  tomb- 
stone, 8       ' 

Eremites,  Notre  Dame  dee,  203 

Eringer  thai,  287,  307 

Erlach,  castle  of,  129 

Erlenbach,  pastor  of,  1 19 

,villageof,  116, 119 

Emi  (Arnold},  54 

Errin,  val  and  col,  181 

Escalade  of  Geneva,  144 

Escher  von  der  Linth,  31,  34 

Esdiolzmatt,  61 

Etishom,  92 

Etroubles,  303 

Etzel,  mont,  203 

Evian,  164 

Evolena,  167,  181 

*  Excursions  in  the  Alps,'  ex- 
tracts from,  330,  346,  374 

Exilles,  vaUey  of,  874 

F. 

Eftido,  108 

Falkenstein,  castle  of,  9 
Falls  of  the  Rhine,  19 
Faucigny,  385 
Faulhorn,  75 
— ,  aaoent  of*  77 


FUSELI. 

Favei^^es,  358 

Fellenberg,  M.,  68 

Fenestrelks,  380 

Fenetres,  Col  des,  307 

Fermel  thai,  116 

Femey,  148 

Ferniugen,  98 

Ferpecfe  Glacier,  168,  188 

Ferret,   Col  de,    307.      Cele- 
brated view  from,  308 

Fideris  baths,  825 

Filisur,  829 

Findelen,  281 

Finster  Aarhom,  75,  90 

Fiora,  102 

Firn,  meaning  of,  liii. 

Flawyl,  197 

Flegdre,  333 

Films,  214 

Flowers,  Alpine,  xlviii.,  378 

Flue,  Nicolas  von  der,  58,  96 

Fluelen,  56,  108 

Flnmet,  348 

Foi.  St.,  359 

Foppa,  190 

Foppiano,  gorge  of,  94 

Forbes,  Professor,  lu.,  lix., 
182 

Fordaz,  296 

Forclaz,  Col  de,  341 

Forelaz,  St.  Gervais,  387,  348 

Forcola  pass,  248 

Formazza  valley,  93, 110 

Forno,  Val.  360 

Fort  Bard,  291 

Fort  Roc,  294 

Fotsehari  kase,  120 

Foully,  343 

Fountains,  xl. 

Fours,  Col  du,  345 

Francis  de  Sales,  351 

Frangy,  354 

Frasdiez,  287 

Franbrunnen,  62 

Frauenfeld,  28 

Fbxybubo,  183.  Saarine 
(Saane)  river,  183.  Sus- 
pension bridges,  124.  Church 
of  St.  Nicholas,  184.  Organ 
of,  185.  Cknton  of,  125. 
Pensionnat,  or  Jesoita' 
school,  125.  Lime-tree  of, 
125.  RathhauB,  185.  Roe 
Court  Chemin,  126.  Rue 
Grande  Fontaine,  126. 
Gorge  de  Gotteron,  186. 
Grotto  of  St.  Magdalene, 
126 

Frick,  14 

F^hnalpetock,  55 

Friitigen.  Ill 

Frutval,  93 

Furca,  pass  of,  95 

Furca  di  Betta,  887 

Furoe  Kien,  or  Seeiliieii  Thai, 
88 

Furst,  Walter,  54, 108 

Fuseli,  Benry,  85 


G. 

nabris,  \95 
Gadmen,  98 
Gadmen,  river,  87 

Gais  watering-place,  194 

Galese,  Col  de.  316 

Gai.!,,  St.,  184.  Abbey  of, 
185.  Freadenberg,  185. 
Posting  regulations,  xvi. 

*  to  Constance,  184 

to  Coire  and  PfBffers,  l86 

to  Gais  and  Appenzell,]  94 

to  Herisau  and  Rapper- 

schwyl,  197 

Gallenstock,  95 

Gallerie,  115 

Gampel,  177 

GanUier,  170 

Gardona,  Fall  of  the,  248 

Gardoval,  231 

Gasteren  thai,  84, 178 

Gattinara,  269 

Gavet,  village  of,  875 

Geant,  Col  de,  295,  887 

Oemmiy  pass  of,  1 10 

Gkneva,  140.  Inns,  140. 
Improvements,  141.  Ca- 
thedral, 141.  Musee  Rath, 
1 42.       Library  ;    Museum, 

142.  History,  142.  Julius 
Caesar,  143.     John  Calvin, 

143.  The  Escalade,  144. 
Rousseau,  145.  Botanic 
Gardens;  French  Revolu- 
tion, 145.  Illustrious  na- 
tives, 145.      Watchmakers, 

146.  Passports,  146.  Gates; 
diligences,   147.     Steamers, 

147.  Environs,  147.  View 
of  Mont  Blanc,  148.  Mont 
&deve,  148.  Camjiagne 
Diodati,  148.  Femey,  148. 
Ferte  du  Rhdne,  149 

Geneva,  lake  of,  150, 168 
Geneva  to  Chambery,  by  An- 

necy,  349.    By  Rumilly,  354 

•  to  Dijon,  140 

to    Martigny     and     the 

Simplon,  by  Lausanne,  152 
•—  to  Martigny,  by  Thonon, 

163 
■^—  to  Chamoimy,  384 

to  Aiguebelle,  854 

Oenevre,  Mont,  378 

Germanasca,  881 

Gerolfingen,  129 

Oeisau,  53 

Gervais.  St.,  Baths,  827 

Gessler's  castle  and  death,  40 

Gesmer,  the  poet,  birthplace 

of,  26 
,  naturalist,  birthplace  of, 

26 
— —  monaments  to,  26,  21 1 
GesMmay,  120 
Gestad,  56 
Getios  Glacier,  804.  Ingeoioos 
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GBIMMI. 
mode  of  preventing  its  in- 
crease, 304 

Gex,  140 

Giacomo.  St.,  242.  Valley, 
242 

Gibbon's  house  at  Lausanne, 
155 

Giessbach  Falls,  81 

Gingough,  St.,  164 

Giomico(Imi9),  109.  Church, 
109 

Gioux,  817 

Giovanni,  St.,  882 

Gisli-Fluh,  15 

Glaoibrk,  lii.  Number  and 
extent,  liii.  Movement  and 
melting,  liv.  Crevasses, 
Iv.  Colour,  Ivi.  Gttffer,  Ivi. 
Red  snow,  Ivii.  Increase  and 
diminution,  Ivii.  Moraines, 
Ivi.,  Iviii.  Use  of,  lix.  Pre- 
parations for  crossing,  xxxi. 
The  most  remarkable  in  ex- 
tent, xxxiv.  Mode  of  pre- 
venting their  accumulation, 
304 

Gl&misch  mountain,  212 

Oiarus,  199.  Manuftustures ; 
Cheese,  200.  Roads  and 
paths  from,  200 

«  toSt.  Wesen,  199 

to  Stachelberg  batlis,  199 

to  Pfeffers  baths,  212 

to  Coire,  212 

to  Altorf,  by  the  Klau- 

sen,  200 

•  to  Schwytx,  by  the  Klon- 

thal  and  Muotta,  209 

•  to  Wesen,  199 

slate,  212 

Oletscher,  meaning  of,  liii. 

Glys,  168 

Goitre,  Ixiii. 

,  Dr.  Guggenbnhl's  insti- 
tution at  Abendberg  for  cure 
of,  Ixv. 

Goldau,  43 ;  to  Brunnen,  44 

Gold-mines,  275 

Gondo  gOKe,  172 

Gonsserbacn,  198 

Gorges,  Alpine,  xxxv. 

Corner  glacier,  281 

Goschenen,  103 

Qoihard.  St.,  pass  of,  99.  Hos- 
pice of,  106 

Gottlieben,  castle  of,  22 

Grafenort,  97 

Grandson,  134.    Battle  of,  184 

Graubundten.  198 

Gravellona,  174 

Grenier,  Mont,  369 

Grenoble  to  Brian9on,  by 
Boarg  d'Oysans  and  the  Col 
de  Lautaret,  374 

Gressoney,  271,278 

Grey,  Lady  Jane,  letters  of.  25 

Grey  League,  198.  First  forma- 
tion of,  215 

Ones,  pass  of,  92 

Grimmi  pass,  116  | 
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Orimsd,  hospice  of  the,   88. 
Pass  of,  86,  89 

Griudelwald,  75 

,  glaciers  of,  76 

,  lower  glacier,  visit  to,  76 

to    Meyriugen,    by    the 

Great  Scheideck,  78 

to  the  Grimsel,  84 

Grisanche,  val,  318 

GnrsoNs,  language  of,  192. 
History  and  Government  of, 
192 

Gross  Hochstetten,  62 

Orotte,  Chemin  de  la,  367 

Griitli,  or  Rutli,  54 

Gruyeres  castle,  121.  Coautft 
of,  121.    Cheese,  120 

Gsteig,118 

Gudin,  101 

Guflfer,  Ivi. 

GuiDxs  in  Switzerland,  xx., 
xxviii.  When  and  where  in- 
dispensable, xxi.  At  Cha- 
mouny,  330.  In  Piedmont 
and  Savoy,  261,  330 

Gull,  the,  384 

Gominen,  127 

Guttanen,87 

Guxen,  Ixii. 

Gvswyl,  59 

— ^  lake,  60 


Habsburg,  castle  of,  17 

Hacken  pass,  45.  208 

Hahnenberg,  97 

Halden,  Arnold  an  der,  54 

Henry  an  der,  58 

Hammerlein,  birthplace  of,  26 

Handek,  Falls  of  the  Aar,  87 

Hannibars  route  over  the  Alps, 
323,  364,  365,  386 

Hasli,  upper,  87 

Hasli,  or  Meyringen,  79 

Hauenstein,  Ober,  9.  Unter, 
12 

Hauserbrucke,  98 

Haute  Combe,  353 

Haute  Luce,  349 

Heinrichsbad,  197 

Herbageres,  342 

Heri,  348 

Herisau,  197 

Hermance,  mountain  of,  343 

Herzogenbuchsee,  28 

Hindelbank,  28 

,  monument  to    Madame 

Langhans,  28 

Hinter  Rhein  thai,  283-243. 
Source  of,  240 

Hinter  Rhein,  246 

Hofwyl,  62 

Hohenrain,  24 

Holbein  —  collection  of  his 
drawings  at  Basle,  2.  Anec- 
dotes of,  8 

HoUenplatte,  87 

Hollow  way,  40 

Hdpital  Conilaiu,  849 
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HOBGEN. 
Horgen,  SO,  Si 
Hones  and  mulw  in  Switxer- 

lud,  xzii. 
B<nrtenae,   ex-queen   of  Hol- 

land»  28 
Hospice  al'  Acqua,  110 

near  Mount  Cenis,  371 

Hospital,  or  Hospenthal,  106 
H6tel  des  Neuchatelois,  91 
Houses    of   refuge     between 

Lanslebourg  and  Sosa,  370 
Hnl>,  183 

Hagi,  Professor,  90 
— ^,  ol^rvations  on  glaciers, 

liii.,  Iviii. 
Hnndsalp,  98 
Hubs,  John,  his  prison,  S3.  His 

execution,  23 
Hutten,  Ulrich  von,  30 
Huttwyl,  62 

I. 

Ibach,  46 

Ictymuli.  276 

Iffigenthal,  117 

Ilan£,  214 

Im  Boden,  87 

Im  Grand,  87 

Im-Hof,  87 

Imier,  St.,  val,  T 

Inden,  115 

Inn — source  of  the,  245.  Val- 
ley of,  230 

Inns  of  Switzerland,  xxiii. 
Charges  in,  xxiv. 

— —  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy, 
260 

Intbrlachkn, 69 

to  Lenk,  1 16 

Inundation  in  the  Val  de 
Bagnes,  304 

Irnis,  109 

Isenthal,  valley  of,  56 

Iseran,  Col  d',  359 

Isere,  valley  of,  858 

Isola  Bella.  174 

Madre,  175 

San  Giulio.  268 

Italy t  approach  to,  173 

Ivoune,  150 

Ivrea,  290 

Ivrogne,  294 

to   Bourg  St.    Maurice, 
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Jacob,  St.,  battle  of,  5 
Jaman,  dent  de,  120 
Jardin,  Le,  332 
Jegistorf,  62 
Jeoire,  St.,  838 
Joch,  pass  of  the,  97,99 
Jochli  nass,  97 
Jon,  col  de,  278 
'Journal  of  an   Alpine    Trar 
veller,'  extiact  from,  855 


LANQWIESEN. 
Jorat,  126 
Joux,  Ch&teau  de,   187.    Lac 

de,  139 
Jovet,  Mont,  292 
Julien,  St.,  349 
Julier  pats,  228 
Julius's  Columns,  228 
Jungfirau,  '15 
Jura,  view  of  the  Alps  from, 

xxxii. 
,  character  of  its  scenery, 

xxxvi. 
Juster  thai,  68 

X. 

Kaiserstuhl,  59 

Ealanda,  or  Galandaberg,  190 

Kalfeuser  thai,  213 

Eamor,  187,  196 

Kander  river,  68,  111 

Kandersteg,  Hi 

Eappel,  86 

'Katzis,  236 

Keith,  marshal,  134 

Keller's  map  of  Switserland, 

its  great  value,  xxx. 
Kemble,  John,  grave  of,  156 
Kienholz,  80 
Kienthal,  82 

Einzig  Culm,  801.    Pass,  218 
Eippel,  178 
Kirdiet,  86 
Kistengrat,  208 
Klausen  pass,  201 
Kleinthal,  812 
Klonthal,  211 
Klosters,  225 
Klus,  10, 103 
Knonau,  86 
Konigsfelden,  16 
Kosciusko.  11.    Grave  of,  62 
Krachenthal,  103 
Kratzeren  Brucke,  197 
Kreutzstrasse,  13,  88 
Kreuzli  pass,  819 
Kreuzlingen,  183 
Kumbels,  223 
Kussnacht,  30,  40 
Kyburg,  castle  of,  28 

L. 

Lac  des  Brenets,  136 

Lachen.  32, 199 

Ladders,  Leitem.  114 

La  Gure,  magnificent  view  op- 
posite the  village  of,  359 

Lakes  of  Switzerland,  xxxiv. 
Bursting  of,  109 

Landenberg,  57 

I^andesgemeinde,  or  general 
assemblies.  102,  808 

Landquart,  284 

Langluins,  monument  of  Ma- 
dame, 28 

Langnau,  61 

Langwieten,  286 


LOUIS-PHILIPPE. 
Lanslebourg,  370 
Lanzo,  360 

La  Tour,  town  of,  382 
Lauffen,  6 ;  Castle  of,  20 
Lauifenbu^,  8 
Laupen,  battle  of,  123 
Laitsannb,    153.     Cathedral, 

1 53.    House  of  Gibbon,  1 55. 

Promenades,  155 
— ' — to  Martigny,  by  Vevay, 

156 
*  to  Berne,  by  Freyboxg, 

126 

*  by  Morat,  127 

to  Geneva,  153 

Lautaret,  378 
Lauterbrannen,  71 

,  upper  valley  of,  72 

to  Grindelwald,   by  the 

Wengem  Alp,  73, 74 
to    Kandersteg,   by   the 

passes  of  the  Seefinen,  Furca, 

and  Dundengrat,  82 
—by   the   Tschingel 

glacier  and  Gasteren  thai,  83 
Lauzette,  391 
Laval,  359, 360 
Lavater,    birthplace    of,    25. 

Death  of,  25 
Laveno,  253 
Lavey  bath,  162 
Lawinen.  Ix. 
League  of  Ten  Jurisdictions, 

193,  224 
Lecourbe,  General,  54,  98, 101, 

104 
Leman,   lake,    150.     Byron's 

verses,  150.    Steamers,  152, 

Routes  by  the  side  of,  158- 

164 
Lenz,  228 
Lenzburg,  28 
Lepin,  365 
Les  Echelles,  367 
Lesseillon,  fort,  370 
Leuk,  batht  of,  113.    Village 

of,  115 
Levantina,  val;  Livinen  thai, 

109 
L'HApital,  town  of,  349 
Lichtensteg,  197 
Liddes,  297 
Liesthal,  9,  12.    Slaughter  of 

the  men  of  Basle  at,  8 
Limonade  gazeuse,  xxvii 
Limmat  river,  84 
Linth,  valley  of,  31.    River, 

31.    Canal,  38 
Locana,314 

Locamot  250.    Situation ;  Ma- 
donna del  Sasso,  251 ;  decay 

of  251.    Criminal  statistics, 

251 
Lochli-berg,  284 
Locle,  136 

Lohnkutscher,  Swiss,  xvii. 
Loison,  99,  101, 104 
Lotschenthal,  177 
Louis-Philippe,  88 ;   a  school- 
master, 835 
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LOWERTZ. 

Lowerti,  45 

Looendro,  lake,  106 

LuoKRNE,  86.  Bridf^eo,  S7. 
Arsenal,  87.  Monument  to 
the  memory  of  the  SwisB 
guards,  88.  To  Mount  Righi, 
38 

toSchwytsand  Brunnen, 

40 

to  Fluelen,  61 

to  Meyringen  and  Brienz, 

by  Alpnach  and  Samen,  56 

to  Berne,  by  the  Entle- 

bttch,  61 

to   fieme,   by   Summis- 

wald,  62 

lake  of,  51 

Lugano,  853.  Churches.  253. 
Manufactures ;  environs ; 
Monte  Salvadore,  254 

Lugano*  to  Bellinzona,  853 

to  Como,   854.    To   the 

lake  of  Como,  255 

,  lake  of,  855 

Lugnetz,  823 

Luffni,  lake,  245 

Lnino,  255 

-^-  to  Menag^o.  255 

Lukmanier  pass,  217 

Lungem,  lake  of,  59.  Drain- 
age of,  59 

Tillage  of,  61 

Lacema  in  Piedmont,  881, 382 

Lutschine,  river,  71 

Luziensteig,  187 

Lys  thai,  287 

Lys,  yal  de,  272 

M. 

Maodonald,    passam    of    the 

Splugen  by  Marshal,  241 
Macugnaga,  874,  276,  289 
Maderan  valley,  220 
Madulein,  881 
Magadino,  250 
Maggio.  val,  252 
Magswre  laket  174,  852 
,  steamer  on,  177,  258 


Maglan,  386 
Ma&a,i   - 


,  vale  of  the,  243.  Mal- 
aria of,  848 

Maisonsde  reflige,  1. 

Mahuu,884 

Malaria,  danger  from,  xxix., 
268 

Malleray,  7 

Maloya,  or  Maloggia,  845 

Malva),  Combe  de,  376 

Maroel,  St.,  358 

Maria.  Sta.,  pass,  881 

Maria  zom  Schnee,  47 

Martigny,  166 

^—  to  Great  St.  Bernard  and 
Aasta,896 

——•to  lAuaanne  and  Ge- 
neva, 168 

*  to  Geneva,  by  Thonon, 


MOLLIA. 
Jlfart/jray  to  Cormayeor,  by  the 

Col  de  Ferret,  307 

to  the  glacier  of  Getroz, 

307 
— —  to  Chamouny,  by  the  Col 

deBalme,  341 
to  Chamouny,  by  Tete 

Noire,  339 

to  Milan,  166 

Martin,  St.,  326.    View  from 

the  bridge,  326 
Martinsbruek,  233 
Martinsdruck,  77 
Martinsloch,  77 
Maaox  thai,  247 
Massa,  stream  of,  98 
Maasena,  101 
Matterhorn,  884 
Matterthal,  280 
Matten,  116 
Maupertuis'  tomb,  6 
Maurice,  St.,  in  Savoy,  380 
— ^  to  the  col  du  Mdnt,  318 
— —  to    Cormayenr,    by   the 

Little  St.  Bernard,  320 
Vallais  Bridge  and  abbey, 

168 
Mayen,  99 
Mayenfeld,  824 
— —  to    Fideris   and    Davos, 

884 
Mayenthal.  98,  852 
Mayenwand,  94 
Meeeve,  348 
M^en,  30 
Meillerie  rocks,  164 
Meinau,  island  of,  23 
Meggenh(»n,  52 
Melchthal,  valley  of,  58 
Melide,  254 
Mellingen,  88 
Menaggio,  256 
Mendrisio,  255 
Menthon,    birthplace   of    St. 

Bernard,  358 
MerdeGiace*  331 
Mettenberg,  76 
Meyen,  99 
Meyenwand,  91, 94 


Meyringen,  79 
tolnti 


[nterlachen,  80 
— —  to  Obergestelen  and  Brieg, 

86 
Mezzola,  lago,  843 
Miage  glacier,  847 
Milan,  177 
•  to  Geneva,  by  the  Simp> 

Ion,  177 
Minidunum,  126 
Miolans  castle,  355 
Mirabouc  fort,  388 
Miaocco,  247 
MittagfaoTn,118 
Moerell,  92 
Moesa  river,  110 

,liaiofthe,247 

Molaret,  371 
Mole,  the,  324 
Moleson,  181 
Mollia,  270, 868 


MUOTTA. 
Monch,  75 

Monestier,  baths  of,  378 
Money,  Swiss,  zii. 
MovT*  Blanc,  view  of,  from 

Sallenches,  327 
,  viewed    lirom    the    Val 

d' Aosta ;  Ascent  of,  336 
,  view  from  the   Col   de 

Balme,  339 
Mont  Cenis  to  Susa,  by  the 

Little  Mont  Cenis  and  the 

Col  de  Clairee.  378 
Mont,  col  du,  319 
Mont  Dauphin,  384 
Mont  duChat,  3J3, 863 
Mont  Joie,  343 
Mont  Joli,  343 
Mont  Richer,  139 
Mont  Sion,  348 
Mont  Tendre,  189 
Montanvert,  331 
Montbovon,  120 
Monte  Rosa  :  Seen  from  Ma- 

cugnaga,    876.      From    the 

Moro,  817 
Monterone,    view    from    the 

monte,  174,  867 
Montmeillan,  355, 369 
Montreux,  159 
Moraines,  Ivi. 
Morat  (Mnrten),  127.    Castle» 

127.    Charles  the  Bold,  127. 

Battle  of.  127.    Town-houae 

of.  127.     Munch  wyler,  127. 

Lake  of,  187 
JUorgarten,  battle  of,  808 
Morge  river,  1 18 
Mor^nthal,  88 
Morges,  153 


Morgex,  295 

Montz,      St.,     baths. 


229. 


Church,  229 
—  to  Coire,  by  the  Jnlier, 

228 
-*—  to  Finstermunz,  down  the 

Engadine,  230 
J  in  the  Ensadine,  to  Ti- 

rano,  by  the  i&mina,  233 
•  to  Chiavenna,    by   the 

Maloya,  244 
Moro,  monte,  877.    Pass,  877 
Motet,  chUets  of,  345 
Motiers   Travers,    137.      Re- 
sidence of  Rousseau,  187 
Moudon  (Mil'ien).  1S6 
Mouths  of  rivers,  malaria  near» 

xxix. 
Montiers  Qrandval,  6 
TarenUise,  356.    Its  salt 

springs  and  works,  357 
-——to  Lanslebourg,  by  the 

Col  de  Vanoise,  361 
Muhli-thal,  98 
Mttlera,  Pie  de,  274 
Munsingen,  67 
Munster-thal,  5.  6 
Monster,    in    Upper   Vallais, 

91 
Muotta  to  the  Baths  of  Stachel* 

berg,  811 
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MUOTTA  THAL. 
Maotta  thai,  810.  Batdeof.SlO 
Murehiflon,  Sir  R.,  reseuches 

at  Qilhningwri,  81 
Marten,  187 
Mutten,  810 
Mythen  beig,  45,  808 

N. 

Nafelfl,  battle.  199 

Nant  Bourant,  344 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,  public 
improvements  effected  by, 
near  Lea  Echcdles,  867 

Naters,  98 

Neff.  FeUx,  384 

Nellenbalm,  79 

Neslau,  198 

NKVCH&TBr.(Neaenbttrg\  189. 
Lake  of,  189.  Old  Castle, 
189.  Church,  ISO.  HAtel  de 
Ville,  130.  Gymnasium,  130. 
Chaumont,  180.  Boulder- 
stone,  Pierre  k  bot,  ISO. 
Gorge  of  the  Seyon,  131 

to  La  Chaux  de  Fonds, 

135 

to  Basle,  IS 

•  to  Berne,  129 

——  to  Yrerdon,  134 ;  and  Ge- 
neva, 140 

•  to  Pontarlier,  136 

Neueneck,  183 

Neuveville,  134 

Nicolas  de  Mira,  109 

Nicolas  de  Veros,  St.,  343 

Nicolas,  St.,  valley,  880 

Niesen,  68 

Niklausen,  St.,  58.  Burial- 
place  of,  58 

Nolla,  torrent,  836 

Notre  Dame  des  Eremites, 
803 

Notre  Dame  de  la  Gorge.  844 

Novasca,  314 

Nufenen   (Novena),  pass  of, 

no 

Nydan,  8 
Nyon,  158 

0. 

Oberalp,  pass  and  lake,  816 

Ober-gestelen,  91 

Ober-Hauenstein,  9 

Ober-Halhstein,  888 

Obermatt,  98 

Ober-sax,  815 

Ober  and  Unter  Aar  Gletscher, 

90 
Oberland,  Bernese,  the,  67 
(Ehningen,  quarries  of,  81 
(Esehinen.  valley  of,  HI 
Olivone,  8t8 
OUen,  ool  di,  878, 888 
Olten,  IS 
Omegna,  864.  867 
Oncino,  village  of,  887 


PFAPPEN8PRUN0. 
Orbe,  138 
Orca.  val  de,  314 
Ormonds,les,  valley  of,  188 
Oropa,   Mont,    sanctuary    of, 

269 
Orsera,  105 
Orsieres,  896,  307 
Orsine,  val,  339 
Orta,  lake  of.  864.  867 
Orta,  town  of,  867 
Ouches,  334,  848 
Ouchy,    198.       •Prisoner   of 

Chillon'  written  there,  158 
Oulx,  379 
Oyen,  St.,  SOS 

P. 

Paesana,  387 

Pain  de  Sucre,  801,  847 

Panix,  200 

Pantenbrucke,  801 

Pastes  of  the  Alps,  xlvii.  Pro- 
gress over  one  described, 
xlviii.  High  road  over  them, 
xlix.  Mode  of  passing  in 
winter,  1.  Vegetation  on  the 
high  Alps,  li. 

Pass  of  the  Grimsel,  86 

Gries,  92 

Furca,  95 

Surenen,  95 

St.  Gothard,  99 

Susten,  98 

Nufenen,  1 10 

Gemmi,  110 

Rawyl.  116 

Sanetsch,  118 

Simplon.  166 

Lukmanier,  217 

Julier,  288 

Albula,  280 

Finstermuns,  880 

Bemina,  883 

Splugen,'S40 

Maloya,  844 

Bemardin,  846 

Passports  in  Switzerland,  xii., 
66,  146 

Pastrycooks  in  the  Griaons, 
231 

P^yeme,  126,  129 

Pays  de  Neff.  384 

Pedestrian  travellers,  hints  to, 
xxviii. 

Pterin  cascades,  829,  831 

Pella,  868 

Pellina,  val,  180 

Pelissier,  pont,  388 

Perouse,  town  of,  881 

Perte  du  BhAne,  149 

Pesey,  mines  o^  357 

Pestalozzi,  139.  Bixthplaoe 
of.  26 

Pestarena,  val,  879.  Gold- 
mines, 879 

Peter's  Plac,  283 

Petenell.  197 

Petronilla,  St.,  chapel  of,  109 

Pfaffensprung,  -108 


PRALORQNAN. 

PrKFTSBs  Baths,  described, 
188 

convent,  190 

Pfvn,  28 

Pianazzo.241.    Fall.  241 

Piano  del  Re,  the,  387 

di  Fiorenza,  387 

Pi^  de  Mulera,  274 

Piedmont,  259.  Roads,  ac- 
commodation, &c.,  among 
the  Alps  of.  260.  Wine  and 
money,  262.    Plains  of,  385 

Pierre  Pertuis,  7 

Pierre,  St.,  297 

— —  de  Joux,  chfiteau  of,  137 

d'Albigny,  355 

,  isle,  7.  132 

Pignerol  to  Embrun,  by  the 
valleys  of  the  Vaudois  and 
the  Ool  de  la  Croix,  381 

Pilate,  Mount,  39 

Pilgrimage  to  Ein&edeln,  205- 
208 

Pillon,  Col  de,  182 

Piora,  221 

Piotella,  forest  of.  107 

Piottino,  Monte,  108 

Pissevache,  or  Sallenche  water- 
fall, 163 

Piz  Beveren,  237 

Plain  des  Dames,  344 

Playfair,  Professor,  57 

Plaz,  883 

Pleura.  244 

Pliny's  Villa,  857 

Po.  plains  and  valley  of  the, 
385.    Source  of.  887 

Polenzerthal,  218 

Poligni,  140 

Pollegio,  109 

Pontarlier,  136 

Pont  Beauvoisin  to  Aix,  by  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  363 

to  Chamb6ry,  by  Aigue- 

bellette.  365 

to  Turin,  by  Les  Echellea, 

Chambery,  and  Uie  Pass  of 
the  Mont  Cenis,  366 

or  Punt,   in    Engadine, 

230.  831 

Ponte  Grande,  874 

Ponte,  813 

to   Villeneuve,    by   Val 

d'Orca.  314 

Pontd'Ael,  Roman  aqnednct, 
S94,  809 

Pelissier,  888 

Ponte  Tresa,  859 

Pontet,  344 

Pontresina,  888 

Porlezza.  296 

Port  Vallais,  160,  164 

Posting  in  Switzerland,  xv. 
In  St.  Gall,  xvi. 

Potence,  or  gallows,  106 

Pra,  val,  818 

Praborgne,  or  Zermatt,  881 

Pragel  pass,  811 

Pralis,  888 

Fralorgnan,  868 
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PBEMIA. 
Premia,  94 
Pre  St.  Didier,  320 
Prettigjiu,  224 
Prieure,  La,  329 
ProUsiantvcUleyt  of  Piedmont, 

380,  384 
Proa,  plain  of,  297 
Puschiavo,  235.    Lake,  236 


Radolbzell.  21 

Ragatz,  187 

Ranz  de  vaches.  xli. 

Ranzola,  ool,  272 

Rappeischwyl,  31.  Bridge  of, 
SO 

■  to  Einsiedeln,  203 

Rawyl,  pass  of,  116 

Razliberg,  glacier  of,  116 

Reale,  col  de,  313.  View  of 
the  Alps  from,  313 

Realp,  95 

Keding,  Aloys,  54 

Reichenau.  235 

. ,  island  of,  21 

Reichenbach,  falls  of,  79 

.,  baths  of,  79 

Remy,  St.,  303 

Requisites  for  travelling  in 
Sivitzerland,  xxx. 

Resti,  Castle  of,  80 

Reuss  valley,  98 

river,  source  of,  106 

RluBtikon,  225 

Realt,  238 

Rheineck,  186 

Rheinfelden,  8.  14 

Rhine  at  Basle,  1.  Falls  of, 
at  Schaflfhausen,  19.  An- 
cient bed  of,  near  Sargans, 
33.     Sources  of,  214,  246 

— »,  change  of  its  course,  187 

,  Austrian  ferry  over  the, 

186 

Rho,  177 

Rhoden,  Outer  and  Inner,  194 

Rh6ns,  source  and  glacier  of, 
95.     At  Geneva,  140 

f  Perte  du,  149 

— ->,  encroachments  on  the 
LeJce  of  Geneva,  160 

,  valley  of  the,  163 

Richterswyl,  30 

Rifle  matches,  xlii.,  122 

Riffelberg,  view  from  the,  282. 
Ascent  of  the,  282 

RiOHi,  38.    Ascent  of,  46 
■  -,  from  Ooldau,  47 

■     ■       ,  ftx)m  Knssnacht,  48 

,  from  Weggis,  48 

,  summit  of,  48 

,  view  from  the,  49 

,  spectre  of  the,  61 

RmderHom,  112 

Ripaille,  164 
Riva,  lake  of,  243 

,4n  Val  Sesia,  270 

Roads  across  the  Alps,  xlviii.  . 


SALTINE. 

Rocca  Sparviera,  388 

Roche  Blanche,  323 

Roche  Fendue,  la,  136 

Rochefort,  138 

Roehemelon,  the,  871 

Rofla,  239 

Rogers,  Samuel,  his  descrij)- 
tion  of  a  mule  crossing  the 
Alps,  xxii.  Of  the  first  view 
of  the  Alps,  xxxii.  Of  an 
Alpine  road,  1.  Lines  on 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  61 

Rolle,  153 

Romagnano,  264 

to  Turin.  269 

Roman  Catholic  cuntons,  lines 
on,  by  Wordsworth,  xxxix. 

Romanche,  val,  375 

RonuvMch  language,  192,  239 

Romont,  126 

Ronco,  313 

Rorschach,  186 

Rosa,  mmUs,  271, 275,  277, 285 

,  tour  of,  287-290 

,viewof,  S7l 

Rosenlaui  glacier,  78;  baths 
of,  78 

Rossbergyfall  of  the,  41-44 

Rothenthurm,  208 

Rotthhom  of  Brienz,  view 
from  and  ascent  of,  81 

Rotzberg,  castle  of,  56 

Rougemont  (Retchmund),  120 

Rousseau  on  the  lake  of 
Bienne,  132 ;  at  Moutiers 
Travers,137 ;  at  Geneva,  145; 
at  Vevay,  1 56 ;  at  Clarens,  158. 
His  description  of  a  romantic 
spot  near  Pont  Beauvoisin, 
367 

Rousses,  Les,  140 

Routes,  Skklbton,  xlii. 

Roveredo,  248 

Rudolph  of  Erlach,  123 

,  murder  of,  63 

Rufiberg,  41 
Rumilly,  355 

Ruppen,  195 
Rntli,  54 

Ruz,  val  de,  131 


s. 


Saane,  valley  of,  121 
Saanen  (Gessonay),  120 
Saas,  valley  and  village,  278, 

279 
Sachselen,  68 
Salabertrand,  379 
Sallve,  mont,  148 
Salle,  la,  295 

,  chiteau  de  la,  349 

Sallenches,  826,  348 

,  waterfall  near  Martigny, 

163 
Sallenches  to  Hdpital  Conflans, 

348 
Saltine,  170 


8ENTIS. 
Saluces,  387 
Salvadore,  Monte,    view   and 

geology  of,  254 
Samaden,  231,  ?33 

to  Tirano,  233 

Samoens,  328 
Samen,  57 

,  lake  of,  57 

Sanetsch,  Pass  of,  118 
Sanfront,  387 
San  Marco,  94 
Sargans,  33 
Sassi  Gross!,  109 
Saut  du  Doubs,  136 
Savaranche,  val,  317 
Savien  Thai,  224 
Savot,  259.     Routes  in,  263 
Scanfe,  232 
Scesa  Plana,  225 
Scez,  320 

Schabzieger  cheese,  200 
Schachen,  98,  102 
Schachenthal,  201 
ScHAFFHAUSBN,  19.    Minstcr, 
19.    Falls  ofthe  Rhine,  19 

•  to  Basle,  8 

to  Constance,  19,  20 

to  Ziirich,  24 

to  Coire,  1 98 

Schafloch,  68 

Schalfik  Thai,  225 

Schams,  valley,  239 

Schauenberg,  General,  96 

Scheideck,  lesser,  73 

,  great,  78 

Schellinen,  104 

Schinner,  Matthew,  archbishop 
of  Sion,  113 

Schintznach  baths,  17 

Schmadribach,  72 

Schreckhom,  75 

Schuolz,  233 

Schwarenbach,  111 

Schwanau,  castle  of,  46 

Schwartzsee,  284 

Schwarzwald,  78 

Schwing-Feste,xliii,  61,  80 

Schwytx  described,  45 

•to  Einsiedeln,  209 

to  Glarus,  by  the  Muotta 

thai,  209 

no  the  RigM.  46 

*to  Lucerne,  46 

Schwytzere,  45 

Scopa,  270 

Scopello,  270 

Season,   the   best  for  visiting 
Switzerland,  xxviii. 

Seefinen  thai,  82 

Segues  pass.  214 

Se^ne,  Col  de  la,  846 

Seilbach,79 

Selvretta  pass,  225 

Sementina,  260 

Sempach,  lake  and  battle  of,  13 

Sempione,  171 

Sennhiitte,  lii 

Sennwald,  187 

Sense,  stream  of,  128 

Sentis,  196 
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SEPET. 
Sepey,  1S2 

Septimer  pass,  2S8,  245 
Serena,  col  de,  303 
Seris,  318 
Senift  Thai,  212 
Serriires,  elen  of,  134 
Servetus,  death  of,  143 
Servoz,  388 
Sesia,  val,  its  varied  attractions, 

2f>4, 866 
Sesto  Calende,  176 
Sestrieres,  col  de,  360 
Sewen,  45 
Sherwill,    Capt^    account    of 

Sixt.  337 
Siders,  168 
Sidelhorn,  89 
Sidii  alp,  95 
Sieben  Cliurflr8te&  or  Kuhfirs- 

ten,  33 
Sierre,  115,  168 
Signau,  68 
Sihlbrucke,  34 
Sila,  245 
Silva  Plana,  229 
Sinuneneck,  castle  of,  120 
Simmenthal,  111,  119 
Simmen,  river,  119 
SiMPLON  ROAD,  166,  176 

hospice,  171 

village,  171 

Singen,  21 

Sion,  167,    To  Bex,  by  Diable- 

rets,  164.    To  the  Simplon. 

166 
•  to  Than,  by  the  Bawyl, 

116 
— ^  •  to  Samen,  by  the  Sb- 

netsch,  118 
Siselen.  129 
Sitten,  167 
Sixt,  valley  of,  387 
Skeleton  tours,  xlii. 
Snotv-Iine,  liii. 
SnoMT,  red,  Ivii. 
Snow-storms,  Ixii.       Dangers 

from,  Ixiii. 
Soci^tes  de  Dimanche,  xli. 
SoLsvBB,    10,    Cathedral,  10. 

Clock-tower,  10.     Arsenal, 

10.  Museam,  11.   Nunnery, 

11.  Chapel  and  hermitage  of 
Santa  Verena,  1 1 .  Ascent  of 
the  Weissenstein  from,  11. 

Soleure  to  Bienne,  12 

•  to  Basle,  9 

— —  to  Berne,  62 
Solothum,  10 
Soma,  cypress  at,  177 
Sommariva,  villa,  256 
Sonceboz,  7 
Soyhiere,  6 

Spieti,  castle  of,  68,  111 
Splugen,  239 

^lugen,  pass,  240.    Galleries 
of,  241 

•to  Coire,  235 

to  Bellinsona,  246 

toCbiavenna,  840 

Staad,  118 


SWISS. 

Stachelberg  baths,  200 

Stacbelberg  to  Brigels,  by  the 
Kistengrat,  202 

•to  Muotta.211 

Stael,  Madame  de,  152 

Stafti,  SO 

Staffelegg,  14 

Staffelhaus,  48 

Stalden,  279 

StalvedrOf  glen  of,  108 

5taax,  96.  Buodis,  96.  Bath- 
hausof,  96.  Parish  church  of, 
96.  Nicolas  von  der  Flue, 
96 

Stanzstadt,  95 

SUubbaeh,  71 

Stauffacher,  Werner,  54 

Stxamkr8,  Swiss: 

——Constance  to  Schafifhausen, 
19,24 

lake  of  Zurich,  27,  89 

lake  of  Wallenstadt,  32 

— —  lake  of  Lucerne,  51 

lake  of  Thun.  68 

'  lake  of  Maggiore,  249, 252 

lake  of  Como,  256 

Neufch&tel  to  Morat,  127 

Stein,  14,21,98 

,  glacier  of,  98 

Steinen,  209 

Steinberg,  83 

Stelvio,  road  of  the,  244,  256 

Stierenbacb,  97 

Stockhom,  07 

Stone,  immense  blocks  of,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Bomanche, 
376 

Stor^g  pass,  97 

Storm  among  the  Alps,  de- 
scribed by  Byron,  151 

Stoss,  chapel  and  fight  of,  195. 
Pass  of,  195 

Strahleck,  passage  of  the,  84 

Strattliugen,  tower  of.  111 

Stunde,  length  of,  xv. 

Stura,  the,  388 

Sulpice,  St.,  137 

Summiswald,  62 

Sumvix,  215 

Suox,  232 

Surenen,  pass  of,  95-97 

Surenen  Eck,  97 

Sursee,  13 

Susa,  870,  371 

Suss,  225 

8u8t,98 

Susten,  pass  of,  98 

Suwarrow's  march  over  the  St. 
Gotbard,  101,  104,  105, 107. 
Across  the  Kinzig  Culm,  201. 
At  Mttotta,  210.  At  Glarus, 
210.  Up  the  Semft-thal,  213 

SioiUt  origin  of  the  name,  46 

their    moral    condition, 

xxxvi.  Effects  of  travel- 
ling upon,  xxxvii.  Of  the  Ca- 
tholic religion,  xxxix.  Swiss 
liberty,  xxxix.  Towns,  xl. 
Singing,  xli.  Husbandry, 
xlii. 


TOSS. 
SwiTZKRLAND.  Passports,  xii. 
Money,  xii.  Measures  of  dis- 
tance, xiv.  Modes  of  travel- 
ling, XV.  Posting,  XV. 
Diligence,  xvi.  Voituriers, 
xvii.  Char-a-banc,  xix. 
Guides,  xx.  Mules,  xxii. 
Inns,  xxiii.  Directions  for 
travelling  in,  xxviii.  Objects 
best  worth  notice,  xxxii. 
Skeleton  tours,  xlii.  Alpine 
passes,  xlvii.  Ch&lets  and 
pasturages,  li.  Glaciers, 
lii.  Avalanches  and  snow- 
storms, Ix.    Gottre,  Ixiii. 


Tacitus,  128 

Taconey  glacier,  328 

Tamlna,  188 

Tanniuges,  328 

Tarasp,  227,  232 

Tarentaise,  356 

Tavannes,  7 

Tavemier,  139 

Tavetsch,  216 

Tkl^,    William,   birthplace, 

102.    Lands  on  the  Platte. 

55.      Shoots    Gessler,     40. 

Death,  102 
Tell's  Country,  52.    Chapels, 

40,  50,  55.    Forest  cantons, 

52.    Riitli,54 
Tellen  Platte,  55 
Tellenburg,  castle  of,  1 1 1 
Termignon,  362 
Tesch.  281 
Tete  de  Rang,  135 
TSte  Noire,  324 
Teufelstein,  108 
Teuffelen,  129 
Teuffen,  194 

Theodule.  St.,  pass  of,  285 
Thiband  de  Coux,  St.,  368 
Thiol,  or  Zihl.  river,  129 
Thiermatten,  116 
Thones,  valley  of,  352 
Thonon, 164 
Tbun,  67.    Church,  67.    Tei> 

race,  68 

,  Lake  of,  68 

to  Interlachen,  68 

to  Vevay,by  the  Simmen 

thai,  119 
Thui^ovia,  canton,  28 
Thu8is,237 

Ticino,  106.    Valley  of,  849 
Tiefenkasten,  228 
Tignes,  359 
Tine,  la,  pass  of,  120 
Titlis,97 
Todten  See,  or  Lake  of  the 

Dead.  91 
TogKenburg,  198 
Tomlishorn,  39 
Torrenthorn,  115 
ro»o,  riyettfalU  of,  93 
Toss,  27 
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TOUR. 
Tour,  la,  381 
Tourmentes,  Ixii. 
Tournancbe,  val,  287 
Tourniquets,  xlix 
Tourtemagne,  168.    Waterfall, 
168 

Tourtemagne  to  Interlachen, 
by  the  L5tscbthal,  177 

Tours,  Skelkton,  in  Switzer- 
land, xlii. ;  in  Piedmont 
and  Savoy,  263 

Toussaint  TCKiverture,  137 

Travelling  in  Switzerland,  di- 
rections for,  xxviii.  Best 
season,  xxviii.  Requisites 
for,  XXX. 

Traver8,val,  137 

Treib,  64 

Trelatete,  glacier  of,  344 

Tremola,  val,.107 

Tremolite,  mineral,  107 

Tresa,  253 

Trient,  340 

Trins,  214 

Triolet  glacier,  308 

Trons,  village,  2 1 4 .  The  syca- 
more of,  214 

Trou  Perdu,  237 

Trnmmeln  Thai,  107 

Tschingel  glacier,  82 

Tuille,  322 

TuRiM,  371 

to  Cormayeur,  290 

TutIo  Pass,  273, 288 

Turzen.  228 


u. 

Ubaye,  valley  of,  390,  892 
Ugine,  348 
Ulriclien,  91 
Unspunnen,  castle  of,  70 

,  barons  of,  70 

Untersee,  21 
Unterseen,  69 
Unter-Hauenstein  pass,  12 
Unter-SUlden.  94 
Ucnno  Pass,  221 
Urbach,  valley  of,  87 
Uri,bayof,54 

,  canton  of,  98 

,  gallery  of,  105 

Umerloch,  105 
Urseren,  valley  of,  105,  106 
Usses,  valley  of  the,  354 
Uznach,  31 


ValMontjoie,343 

Val  Dnggia,  269 

Val  Formasza,  93,  110 

Vallaise,  val  de,  272, 891 

Val  Oisine,  339 

Vallais,  160,  162, 164, 167,  168 

Vallais,  Upper,  91 

Valleogin,  135 


WEGGIS. 
Valleys  of  Switzerland,  xxxv. 
,  Protestant,  of  the  Wal- 

denses,  380 
Valpelline,  180 
Valserberg,  222 
Vanoise  pass,  362 
Vanzone,  275 
Varallo,   Sacro    Monte,    264- 

266 

*  to  Arona,  264 

*  to  Baveno,  267 

to  ChatiUon,  270 

Varen,  115 

Varenna,  256 

Vattis,  213 

Vaudois     valleys,      3R0-382; 

Marchoftbe,  379,  381 
Vaumarcus,  fort  of,  134 
Venadio,  389 
Veran,  St.,  392 
Verlohrenes,  loch,  238 
Verrex,  291 

Verrieres  de  Suisse,  137 
Versam,  224 
Versoix,  152 
Vevay,  122,  166.     Rousseau's 

mention  of,   156.    Fete  des 

Vignerons,  157 
Via  Mala  described.  237-240 
Vier  V^Taldstadter  See,  52 
Viesch,  92 
Viescber- Homer,  92 
Villard  d'Arene,  377 
Villeneuve,    160 ;    in    Val  d' 

Aosta,  294 
Vimine,  villaee  of,  366 
Vincent,  St.,  hill  of,  391 

,  Baths  of.  292 

Vindonissa,  15 

Viso,  Monte,  385 

Vigp,  168 

to  ChatiUon,    by   Mont 

Cervin,  280 
*  to  the  val  Anzasca,  by 

the  monte  Moro,  274 
Vitille,  375 
Vogogna,  174 

to  Visp,  by  the  Moro,  274 

Voitoriers,  Swiss,  xvii. 
Voltaire,  148 
Vorder  Rhein  thai.  214 
Vosa,  Col  de.  342 

w. 

Wadenschwyl.  30 
Waldenburg,  9 
Waldi.  28 
Waldshut.  9 
Wallenstadt.  lake  of,  38 

,  town  of,  33 

Wasen,  or  Wesen,  103 
Watchmakers  of  Geneva,  146. 

OfNeuchfitel.131.  OfChaux 

de  Ponds,  135 
Waterfallit  Swiss,  xxxiv. 
Wattweil,  198 
Weggls.  48.  Path  up  theRlghi, 

48 


ZUCHWYL. 

Weid,  hill  of,  24 

Weissbad.  196 

Weissenhurg,  119 

,  baths  of,  119 

PTeissenstein  mountain,  ascent 
from  Munster,  6.  From  So- 
leure,  11 

Weissenstein  in  the  Orisons, 
230 

Weissen  Thor  pass,  283 

Weisshom  (Cervin),  118 

Weisstannen,  213 

Wellborn,  78.  79 

Wengem  Alp,  73 

Werdenberg,  187 

Werner,  poet,  1 18 

Wesen,  32 

to  Glarus,  199 

Wetterhom,  78 

Wiedlisbach,  10 

Wiflisburg,  127 

Wildkirchlein,  196 

Wildhaus,  birthplace  of 
Zwingli,  198 

Wildstrubel,  116 

Wimmis,  castle  of.  111 

Wind  accompanying  ava- 
lanches, Ixi.,  170 

Windisch,  16 

Winkelried,  Arnold,  his  noble 
devotion,  14 

,  statue  of,  96.  House  of,  96 

Winter  journey  over  the  Alps, 

Wiiiterthur,  28 

Wivilo,  count,  128 

Wolfenschiess,  97 

Woli^g,  36 

Wolves,  common  in  the  forest 

of  Bramante,  372 
Wordsworth's  sonnet,  xxxix. 
Wrestling  matches,  xlii.  61 
Wyndham  and  Pocock,  330 
Wyl,  198 
Wytenstein,  54 


T. 

Tenne,  363 

Yverdun,  1 35 .  Castle  of,  1 35 
— ^  to  Geneva,  by  Orbe,  138 
•  to  Neuchfitel,  134 


Zehngerichten  Bund,  193 
Zermatt,  281 ;  excursion  fkom, 

round  Monte  Rosa,  287 
Zemets,  238 
Zihl,  river.  7 
Ziegelbrucke,  199 
Zimmerman,  15,  30 
Zizers,  285 
Zmutt,  281 
ZoflSngen,  18 
ZoUbrucke,  190 
Zschokke,  Henry,  15 
Zuchwyl,  68 
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ZUO. 

Zffo,  34 

,l*keof,35 

— •  to  Zurich,  34 

Zumtee,  285 

Zumstein,  Uerr,  272 

Zurich,  24.  Cathedral  and 
charch  of  St.  Peter,  25.  La- 
Tater,  25.  Zwingli,  25.  Pro- 
menades, 26 

Zurich,  lake  of,  29 


ZUBMEGERN. 
Zurich  to  Constance,  27 

to  St.  Gall,  28 

to  Berne  by  Baden,  28 

to  Cuire,  by  the  lake  of 

Zurich,  29 
to  Zug-  and  Lucerne,  by 

Horgen  and  the  Righi,  34 
to  Lucerne,  over  the  Albis, 

35 
Zurmegem,278 


ZWIRGHI. 
Zurmicran,  278 
Zutz,  232 
Zweiliitschinen,  71 
Zweisimmen,  120 
Zwing-feste,  xlii.,  61 
Zwingli,  at  Zurich,  25. 

death  at  Kappel,  36. 

place,  198 
Zwing  Uri,  103 
Zwirghi,  79 
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LIST  OF  DUTIES 


PAYABLE    IN    LONDON    ON    WORKS    OF    ART,    CURIOSITIES,    ETC., 

FROM  THE  CONTINENT, 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  LAST  NEW  TARIFF. 

Thm'e  is  an  Addition  cf  5  per  em<.  mi  fhoH  Dutit*  not  altered  by  the  last  New  Tcariff, 


The  following  are  all 

Cattle,  and  all  Living  Animals. 
Agates  and  Cobnelians,  not  being 

set  nor  cut. 
Bbonze  "Works  of  Art. 
BxTLLiON,  Coins   and  Medals  of  all 

kinds,  and  battered  Plate. 
Casts  of  Busts,  Statues,  or  Fi^es. 
Cotton  Manufactures,  not  being  arti- 
cles wholly  or  in  part  made  up. 
Diamonds  ^d  other  Precious  Stones, 

no^set. 
Flower  Roots. 
Furs  and  Skins,  not  made  up. 
Linen  Manufactures,  not  being  articles 

wholly  or  in  part  n^e  up. 
Lay   Figures   belonging   to   British 

Artists,  intended  for  their  own  use. 
MAGJf A  Grjecia  Ware,  and  Antique 

Earthen  Yases,  &c. 


FREE  OF  DUTit:— 

Manuscripts. 

Maps  and  Charts,  or  parts  thereof, 
plain  or  coloured. 

Mineral  Water. 

Models  of  Cork  and  Wood. 

Olive  Oil. 

Plants  and  Trees,  alive. 

Pictures,    Sketches,   Drawings,  or 

Sculpture,  on  a  declaration  by  the 

Proprietor  (being  a  British  Subject) 

that  they  are  of  his  or  her  perform- 

.  ance,  and  not  intended  for  sale. 

Seeds,  Oarden,  Forest,  &c. 

Specimens  of  Natural  History,  Miae- 
rals.  Fossils,  and  Ores. 

Sulphur  Impressions  or  Casts. 

Telescopes. 

Vases,  Ancient,  not  of  Stone  or  Wood. 


Oa  tke  followi9(y  tke  Dnty  ie  10  per  oeat.  ad  valeremi*- 


Agates,  or  Cornelians,  cut,  manufac- 
tured, or  set. 

Beads,  Coral,  Mock  Pearl,  and  others. 

Brass  and  Bronze  Manufactures,  not 
being  works  of  Art,  such  as  Ink- 
stands, Candelabra,  and  Articles  of 
Furniture. 

Brocade  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

Carriages  of  all  sorts. 

Cashmere  Shawls,  and  other  Arti- 
cles and  Manufactures  of  Goats*  Wool. 

Catlings  (Violin,  Harp  Strings,  &c.) 
whether  Plain  or  Silver  Strings. 

China,  or  Porcelain  Ware,  painted  or 
plain,  gilt  or  ornamented,  and 
Earthenware. 

Clocks  and  Watches  (nNut  have 
Maker's  name,  both  on  face  and  on 
works). 

Colours  for  Painters,  if  manujEactored, 
and  Crayons. 

Copper  Plates  engraved,  and  Cop- 
per Manufactures. 

Cotton  Articles,  'iHidly  or  in  part 
made  up. 


Egyptian  Antiquities,  Nubian  Spears , 
&c. 

Frames  for  Pictures,  &c. 

Furniture. 

Furs  and  Skins,  all  Articles  made  up. 

Japanned  and  Lacquered  Ware. 

Jewellery. 

Lace,  viz. — ^Thread  Lace,  also  Lace 
made  by  tiie  hand,  commonly  called 
Cushion  or  Pillow  Lace,  whether  of 
Linen,  Cotton,  or  Silken  Thread. 

Linen  Articles,  wholly  or  in  part 
made  up. 

Mosaic  Work,  small  Ornaments  for 
Jewellery. 

Musical  Instruments. 

Perfumery. 

ScAGLioLA  Tables. 

Spa  Ware. 

Steel  and  Iron  Manufactures. 

TiLBS. 

ToYd. 
Turnery. 

Woollen  Artadss,  wholly  or  in  part 
made  up. 


Plate  ot  &old  or  Silver,  gilt  or  ungilt,  in  addition  to  10  per  cent.,  is  liable  to 
U.  ^,  per  oz.  Stamp  Duty. 
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LIST    OF    D[mES-<ontmued.  £   ,.  j. 

Alabastbb,  Scnlptnie  of fhe  cwt.    0    3  0 

Anghoviss   the  lb.    0    0  2 

Abqusbusadb  Watbb  (for  the  Botttes,  see  Wikb)  the  gal.    110-4 

Books,  of  Editions  printed  prior  to  1801 thecwt    10  0 

„  in    or    since   1801,    in    Foreign    Living 

\                        Languages ditto    2  10  0 

„  in  the  Dead  Languages,  or  in  the  English 

Language,  printed  out  of  England  in  or 

since  1801  ditto    6    0  0 

(N JB.— Ptaatod  Eaitk»«  of  EngUih  WmkB,  of  wUck  the  CoFyrif bk  odtts  la 
Eni^and,  totally  prohibited  lisce  lit  April.  1848.) 

Books,  English,  printed  in  England  (unless  declared  that  no  Exdse 

Drawback  was  receired  on  Exportation) fhe  lb.    0    0  8 

Boots,  Ladies' untrimmed fhe  doz.  pair    0    6  0 

„      Men's       ditto  ditto    0  14  0 

Shobs,  ditto         ditto ditto    0    T  0 

„     Ladies'      ditto   ditto    0    4  6 

Cajcbos for  cTery  £100  ralue    6    0  0 

CioABS  and  Tobaooo,  mann&etured  (8  lb.  only  allowed  for  passenger's 

baggage) the  lb.    0    9  0 

Tobacco,  unmanufactored ditto    0    8  0 


Iwtttred  Tobaceo  cannot  he  imported  in  less  Quantity  than 
Unib.  in  a  package;  bat  small  qvantitiee  are  admitted  ISor 
Oamtion  and  payment  ni  a  Fine  of  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  in  additk>n  to 


(N.B.— Unmanaftetnred  Tobaceo  cannot  he  imi 
aOOlh.,  or  Cisan  Uttlb.  in  a  package;  "  ^ 
fiirate  Use  on  Dedamtion  and  payment 
the  Duty.) 

Coffee,  Mocha,  and  other  CofEBeB v*     the  lb.  0  0  8 

GoiKS,  of  Copper thecwt  0  10  0 

CoifFBcnoNBBT,  Sweetmeats,  and  Suocades the  lb.  0  0  6 

CoBDiAiiS  and  Liqtteubs  (for  Bottles,  see  Wnns) the  gal.  1  10  4 

Eau  de  Cologne,  in  long  Flasks  the  flask  0  10 

(N.B.— If  other  than  the  ordinary  Ions  Flaaka,808.4d.  the  Gallon  and  the  Bottle  Duty.)  ^ 

Ehbboidbbt  and  Nbbdlbwobk for  every  £100  value  15  0  0 

Flowees,  Artificial ditto  26  0  0 

Glass,  Flint  or  Cut,  Coloured  and  Fancy  Ornamental  Glass,  of  what- 
ever kind fhe  lb.  0  0  2 

Glass,  White  FUnt  Bottles,  not  cut  nor  ornamented ditto  0  0  Oi 

„      Wine  Glasses,  TumUen,  and  aU  other  White  Flint-Glass 

Goods,  not  cat  nor  ornamented fhe  lb.  0  0  1 

Gloves,  Leather  (not  less  than  100  doc.  pairs  can  be  imported  in  one 

package) the  doz.  pair  0  8  6 

Maccaboki  and  Yesmicelli the  lb.  0  0  1 

Mabblb, manufactured thecwt  0  8  0 

Sculptured  Stone fhe  ton  0  10  0 

Naples  Soap  thecwt.  10  0 

Olives  thegaL  0  2  0 

FADrmrM  on  Glass,  or  Figured  Glass .the  superficial  foot  0  0  9 

PAPEB-HANOiiMMt,    Flock   Paper,  and    Paper    printed,   painted,  or 

etained ^ the  square  yard  0  0  2 

PiCTUBES  each  0  10 

„         and  further thtf  square  foot  0  10 

„         being  200  square  &et  and  upwards each  10  0  0 

Pbiets  and  DBAwnrcMi,  plain  or  eokurad,  single  ditto  0  0  1 

„                   bound  or  sewn ...;..... fhe  doz.  0  0  3 

Saosaoes  ^ «.. the  lb.  0  0  1 

81LK,  Millhtbbt,  Turbans  or  Ca|« each  0  3  6 

„              „         Hats  or  Bonnets « ditto  0  7  0 

„              „         Drasaes ditto  1  10  0 

„    Havoikcw,  and  other  MaQu&ctmes  of  Silk tor  every  £100  value  16  0  0 

„    Yelvets,  plain  or  figured  » the  lb.  0  9  0 

„           „        Articles  thereof ditto  0  10  0 

Sron  ftom  ICelta  .«......................^«.............. fhe  ton  0  1  O 

Tea. « ^ the  lb.  0  2  1 

WniB  in  Casks,  aK  except  Cape  Wine the  gal.  0  6  6 

„      inBottle%               „                 .,        ditto  0  5  6 

„      and  fttrther  on  fhe  Bottles  ^ fliecwt  0  0  9 

Spibxts  ia  Caeke  (no  Ceok  can  be  inqported  of  less  eomtonts  than 

Twenty  Gallons)............... fhe  gal.  0  16  0 

Spibitb  in  BotOes  (the  additloBel  Doij  en  the  Bottlee,  ef  on  Wine  Boftifis.) 


SlURRAY^  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER. 


MESSRS.  J.  &  R.  MCCRACKEN, 

7,  OLD  JEWRY,  LONDON, 
ACENTS,  BY  APPOINTMENT,  TO  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY, 

And  Agents  generally  for  the  reception  and  Shipment  of  Works  of  Art,  baggage,  &c, 
FKOM  AND  TO  ALL  PABTS  OP  THE  WORLD, 


Retubn  their  sincere  acknowledgments  to 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  for  the  liberal 
patronage  hitherto  conferred  on  them.  They 
hope,  by  the  moderation  of  their  charges,  and 
their  nnremittingcarein  passing  through  the 
CusTOM-HousE  Property  confided  to  them,  to 
merit  a  continuance  of  the  favours  they  have 
heretofore  enjoyed.  Their  establishment 
comprises  DRY  AND  SPACIOUS  WARE- 
HOUSES, where  Works  of  Art  and  aU 
descriptions  of  Property  can  be  kept  during 
the  Owner's  absence,  at  most  moderate  rates 
of  rent. 

J.&  R.  M<:G.  undertake  to  execute  Commis- 
sions, for  the  purchase  of  Pictures,  Statuary 
in  Marble  and  Alabaster,  Bronzes,  &c.,  being 
in  directoorrespondence  with  Artists,  Agents, 
and  Bankers  throughout  the  Continent. 


British  Artists  resident  abroad,  having 
occasion  to  send  home  their  Works  for 
Exhibition,  or  to  be  passed  by  the  Academy, 
will  find  it  advantageous  to  address  them  to 
the  care  of  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M<:CaACKEK, 
whose  appointment  enables  them  to  offer 
every  facility. 

Parties  favouring  J.  &  R.  M^C.  with  Con- 
signments, are  requested  to  be  particular  in 
having  the  Bills  of  Lading  sent  to  them 
DIRECT  by  post,  and  also  to  forward  their 
Keys  with  the  Packages,  as  all  Goods  MUST 
BE  EXAMINED  immediately  on  arrival. 

J.  &  R.  M«C.  keep  Lachrymee  Christi  and 
Marsala  Wines  of  first  quality,  also  Port 
and  Sherry ;  and  are  general  Importers  of 
French  and  other  Foreign  Wines. 


Packages  sent,  by  Steamers  or  otherwise,  to  Sonthampton  and  Liverpool^ 
also  attended  to. 


THEIR    PRINCIPAL    CORRESPONDENTS    ARE    AT 

P  .  X  A  TO  /  Messrs.  Chabtiee,  Moby,  &  Vogue. 

^.Ai.AJB ^  Messrs.  Isaac  Vital  &  fils. 

BOULOGNE  S.  M....    Messrs.  Chabtibb,  Moby,  &  VoauE.    Mr.  H.  Sibe. 

(  Mr.  M.  Chbnub,  Packer,  Rue  Croix  Petits  Champs,  No.  24. 

PARIS <  Mons.  Havet,  Roulagier,  10,  Rue  Grange  Bateli^re. 

(     „     Petit  FiiiS  aine,  id.,  23,  Rue  de  la  Concorde. 

HAVRE Mr.  A.  Chaumont,  Mr.  Thomas  Taylob,  Messrs.  P.  Devot  &  Co. 

KirAT»ai?TTTT?c  i Mcssrs.  Hobace  Bouchet &  Co. 

JttAit»i!iiL.L,i!.b -<  Messrs.  Buzutil,  Richabd  &  Co.    Mons.  Phiugbet. 

BAGNERES  DE  BI-) 

GORRE,    (Hautes  VMr.  Aime'Gbbuzbt,  Marble  Works. 

Pypfin^s) 3 

BORDEAUX Mr.  Aiue'Gebuzbt,  8,  Place  des  Quincouces. 

GIBRALTAR  Messrs.  Aechbold,  Johnston  &  Powebs.    Messrs.  Tubneb  &  Co. 

LISBON Mr.  Abtbub  Van  Zelleb,  Penin.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  Co.'s  Offices. 

SEVILLE Julian  B.Williams,  Brit.  Vice-Cons.    DonJuAlTANT«.BAiLLY 

NICE  Messrs.  A.  Lacboix  &  Co.,  British  Consulate. 

nfpyac\  a     *  *  /  Messrs.  Gibes  &  Co.;  Mr.  A.  G.  Babchi. 

^^^^"-^ t  Mr.  GOMEBSALL,  British  Vioe-Consul. 

MILAN  Messrs.  Buffet  &  Bebuto,  Piazzale  di  S.  Sepolcro,  No.  8176. 

CARRARA  Mr.  Vincenzo  Livy,  Sculptor. 

Messrs.  W.  Maobean  &  Co.    Messrs.  Thomas  Pate  &  Sonts. 
Messrs.  Hendbbson  Bbothbbs.    Messrs.  Maquay,  Pakenhaje, 
&  Smyth.  Messr8.GL&.co.MiCALi&FiGo.  Sculptors  in  Alabaster 
and  Marble.   Mr.  M.  Ristobi.  Mr.  Joseph  Guano.  Mr.HENBY- 
DuNN.    Messrs.  Della  Vallb  Bbothebs,  Artists  in  Scagliola. 
Messrs.  GK  Galliani  &  Co. 
'Mr.  Feed.  Pbvebada. 
*  \  Messrs.  Huguet  &  Van  Lint,  Sculptors  in  Alabaster  and  Marble. 
'  Messrs.  £mmI«.Fbnzi&  Co.  Messrs.  Plowdbn  &  Fbxngh.  Messrs. 
Maquay  &  Paksnham.  Mr.  Gaeto.  Bianchini,  Mosaic  Worker, 
opposite  the  Cappella  de'  Medici.    Mr.  Antonio  di  Luigi  Pia- 
CENTi.    Mr.  J.  Tough.    Messrs.  Pi".  Paobtti,  Picture-firame 
Makers,  Via  del  Palagio.    Messrs.  Nb8tiCiabdi&  Co.    Mr.F. 
l^     Leopoldo  Pibani,  Sculptor,  No  1,  sul  Prato. 
VOLTERRA Sig.  Ott*.  Callaj,  ahd  Sig.  Gius*.  Chxbigi. 


LEGHORN  . 


PISA 


FLORENCE . 
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MESSRS.   J.    &    R.   MoCRACKEN'S  CORRESPONDENTS—amftniM^^. 

BOLOGNA  Mr.  Flavio  PBBom,  British  Vioe-Conaul. 

ANGONA  Messrs.  Moors  Mebkluet  &  Go. 

Messrs.  Fbbbbobn  &  Go.  Messrs.  Toslomia.  &  Go.  Messrs. 
Macbsait  &  Go.  Mr.GABLO  Tbbbbi.  Messrs.  Flowdbk,  Ghol- 
MELBT,  &  Go.  Messrs.  PAKBimAu,  HooKEB,  &  Go.  Mr.  Luioi 
Bbakghiki,  at  the  English  GoUege. 

CIVITA  VECGHIA.    Mr.  J.  T.  Lowb,  Junr.,  British  Vice-Gonsul.    Mr.  T.  Arata. 


ROME.. 


jn.i.</.   X.  xjfjvubj  vuiix.,  Afixuau    v  lUtr-v/vuBUX.      jni.  x.  .abaxa. 

NAPLES  -f  ^®^i^'  loouLDEN  &  Go.    Messrs.  W.  J.  Turner  &  Go.    Messrs. 

\  GuMMiKO,  Wood,  &  Go. 

PALERMO Messrs.  Bbowit,  Franck,  &  Go. 

MESSINA Messrs.  Gaillbr  &  Go. 

'  Mr.  Emanuel  Zammit.    Mr.  J.  Aspinall.    Rosina  Dikbch  & 

Brothers,  No.  e9,  Strada  Teatro,  Valletta,  Sculptors  in  Malta 
MALTA \     Stone.  Mr.  P.  P.  Decesarb,  68,  Strada  Reale,  Sculptor  in  Malta 

Stone.    Mr.  Fortunato  Tbsta,  92,  Strada  S**  Lucia.    Messrs. 

Jos>>.  Darmanin  &  Sons,  46,  Strada  Levante,  Mosaic  Workers. 

CORFU  Mr.J.W.TAYU>R. 

ALEXANDRIA  Messrs.  Brigos  &  Go. 

CONSTANTINOPLE   Messrs.  G.  Hanson  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Black. 

SMYRNA Messrs.  Hanson  &  Go, 

BBYROUT Mr.  Henry  Hbald, 

ATHENS,  PIR^US    Mr.  J.  J.  Buchbrbb. 
VENICE  i  Messrs.  Fbbrbs  Schiblin. 

1  Messrs.  S.  &  A.  Bluubnthal  &  Go.    Mr.  John  Harris. 

TRIESTE Messrs.  George  Moorb  &  Go. 

OSTEND Mr.  F.  A.  Bellbrochb.    Messrs.  Bach  &  Co.    Mr.  St.  Amour. 

GHENT Mr.  J.  De  Buysbb,  Dealer  in  Antiquities,  March6  an  Beurre,  21. 

BRUSSELS 

AVTWF.RP  /  Messrs.  F.  Mace  &  Go-  Kipdorp,  1748. 

^  tMr.P.VANZEBBBOECK,PictureDealer,&c,RuedesR&»nets,207ff. 

POTTFRn  A  \r  S  Messrs.  Preston  &  Go.    Messrs.  S.  A.  Letino  &  Co.    Messrs.  L. 

*  "         ^     Mayer  &  Co.  Messrs.  G.Hemmann&  Go.  Messrs.  Boutmy&  Go. 

rOT.o<iNF  J  Mr.  J.  M.  Fabina,  vis-li-vis  la  Place  Juliers. 

uuLiui^jNi!. i  Messrs.  G««.TiLii8&  Go. 

MA YENGE  S  Mi*-  ^  •  L.  Kaysbr,  Ezpiditeur. 

\  Mr.  Joseph  Thuqubt.    Mr.  W.  Knussmam,  Cabinet  Maker. 

(Mr.  P.  A.  Tacchi's  Succbssobs,  Glass  Manufiustoiers,  Zeil  D,  17. 
Madame  Veure  J.  H.  Stibbbl,  Zeil  D,  80. 
Messrs.  Bino  Brothers,  Zeil  D,  81.    Mr.  F.  BOhlbr,  ZeU. 
Mr.  G.  A.  ZiPF,  Ross  Markt 
MANNHEIM  Mr.  Dinkelspbil.    Messrs.  Eyssbn  &  Glaus. 

iMr.  Hy.  Wimmer,  Printseller,  Promenade  St.,  No.  12.    Messrs. 
May&Widmaybr,  Printsellers.    Mr.  F.  Steigbrwald,  Glass 
Manufacturer.    Messrs.  L.  Nborioli  &  Go. 
Mr.  E.  Steigbrwald,  Glass  ManufiEtcturer. 
Messrs.J.BBRGMANN&Go. 

KATI8BON Mr.  AUGUSTB  KocH,  Dealer  in  Antiquities. 

NUREMBERG Mr.  Paolo  G alimbbrti,  at  the  Red  Horse,  Dealer  in  Antiquities. 

BASLE Messrs.  Jean  Preiswbrk  &  Fils. 

BERNE Mr.  Augustb  Bubschb.    Mr.  Albert  Trumpy. 

GENEVA  i  Messrs.  Ritzchel,  P6re  &  Fils,  Grand  Quai. 

(  Messrs.  Aug.  &  Victor  Snell. 

LAUSANNE Mr.L.  Longchamps. 

INTERLAGKEN Mr.  J.  Wydbr. 

GRINDELWALD  ...    Mr.  S.  Rothacher,  Fils. 

HAMBURG Messrs.  Schaar  &  Clauss.    Zahn  &  VirK. 

PRAGUE  i  ^'*  ^*  HoFMANN,  Glass  Mannfiscturer,  Blauem  Stem. 

1  Mr.  A.  V.  Lbbeda,  Gun  Maker,  &c. 

rAT^TqnATk  J  Mr.  Thomas  Wolf,  Glass  Manufacturer. 

^.AaijjitsAu ^  jj^  ^^^  Knoll,  au  Lion  Blanc. 

VIENNA Mr.  W.  Hofmann,  Glass  Manufacturer,  am  Lugeck,  No.  768. 

SALSBURG Mr.  Alois  Durbgoer. 

i  Messrs.  Gebruder  Rocca,  Printsellers,  Unter  den  Linden. 
Messrs.  Phaland  &  Dibtrich,  Carriers. 
Mr.  Lion  M.  Cohn,  Gomm"  Expdditeur. 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Bassbhob  &  Co.    Messrs.  G.  F.  Thodb  S^Jluie. 
Madame  Helena  Wolfsohk,  SchSssergasse,  No.  6. 
NEW  YORK  MeMn.  Wilbur  &  Soott. 
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M1THICH. 


FRANCIS  STEIGERWALD, 

MAXUFACTUIIXR  OF  ALL  KUTDS  OF 
CUT,  OE  ORNAMENTED  WITH  GILDING^  PAINTING,  OR  ENGRAVING, 

BsGS  respectfullj  to  infonn  the  Public  that  his  large  Stock  at 
MUNICH,  the  acknowledged  eeat  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  Germany, 
is,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  carefully  supplied  with  the 
NEWEST  and  CHOICEST  PRODUCE  of  his  FACTORY. 

Francis  Steioerwald  has  also  an  Establishment  at  Kissingea 
during  the  Season. 

Requesting  his  Customers  and  Correspondents  in  ENGLAND 
to  continue  to  this  Establishment  the  favour  and  eonfidence 
they  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  his  former  one  at  FRANK- 
FORT ON  THE  MAINE,  he  begs  to  state  that  Purchases  or 
Orders  will  be  transmitted  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  without 
any  further  trouble,  through  the  medium  of  his  Agents,  Messrs. 
J.  &  R.  M'Cracken,  No.  7,  Old  Jewry,  London. 
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BOHE. 

— ♦ — 

ENGLISH    PHARMACY. 
460,   CORSO, 

BETWimi  TBI  CHUBCH  OP  SAN  CARLO  AND  VHB  TIA  DB'  PO;<TBFia. 


MR.  SINIMBERGHI. 

or  THX  BOTAI.  PBABMACBirriOAL  SOCIETY  07  OBKAT  BBITAIN, 

BEGS  to  mfonn  Tiaton  to  Rome,  that  his  Establishment  is  well  provided  with 
genuine  English  and  French  Patent  Medicines. 
Prescriptions  ]^repared  with  the  greatest  care  according  to  the  formulary  of  the 
Xondon,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  and  United  States  Pharmacopeias,  and  the  quality 
of  the  drugs  may  be  confidently  relied  on,  as  they  are  chiefly  supplied  direct  from 
Apothecaries'  Hall. 

OEirOA. 

— .♦ — 

SILVER     FILIGREE    WORK. 

G.  LOLEO, 

(SUCGESSOB  TO  7ELIX  PSANETTI,) 

No.  81,  IN  THE  ALBERGO  DELLA  CROCE  DI  MALTA, 

Keeps  a  Magazine  which  boasts  the  most  elegant  and  complete  assortment  of 
every  description  of  objects  of  this  renowned  and  special  production  of  Genoese 
industry.  The  exhibition  of  it  in  London,  on  the  glorious  occasion  of  the  1st 
May,  1851,  obtained,  for  its  variety,  elegance,  and  solidity,  the  admiration  of  the 
visitors  to  tiie  Crystal  Palace,  and  was  honoured  with  a  Prize  MedaL  He  invites 
Foreigners  and  Travellers  to  visit  his  Establishment  (without  being  expected  to 
purchase),  where  every  article  is  sold  at  fixed  prices. 

His  Agents  in  England  are  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  M'Craceen,  7,  Old  Jewry,  London. 

%*  In  his  Show-room  may  be  seen  a  Monumental  Column  in  filigree  work  in 
commemoration  of  the  Great  Exhibition. 

FLOBENCE. 


G.  BIANCHINI, 

MANUFACTURER    OF   TABLES   AND    LADIES'    ORNAMENTS, 

OF    FLORENTINE    MOSAIC. 
No.  4844,  Via  db'  Nelli,  opposite  the  Royal  Chapel  of  the  Medici, 

Invites  the  English  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  visit  his  Establiahmeiit,  where  may 
always  be  seen  numerous  specimens  of  this  celebrated  and  beautiful  Manu&cture^ 
in  every  description  of  Rare  and  Precious  Stones.  Orders  for  Tables  and  other 
Ornaments  executed  to  any  Design. 

G.  BiANCHiNi's  Agents  in  England  are  Messrs.  J.  &  E.  M'Cracken,  7,  Old 
Jeyrry,  London. 
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ENGLISH    WAREHOUSE, 

T-   W.  HOW, 

WINE  MKKCHAKT,  GKOCKH,  Ac, 

QUAl    DU    JARDIN    DES    PLANTES, 

(Two  BooTB  fhMH  tlie  Hotel  in  Fiance)* 


Win<>s  And  T'SaR  of  the  choic««t  qiialltte^^ 
Ba^'ti  and  AltEW>pp's  Pale  and  Burton  Alea^ 
Stout,  Porter,  &c.  Jjem^uirn  BiBcuitd,  Eiiff- 
LlBh  Cheese,  York  Hftms,  Pickles,  Saucoat 
atid  a  variety  of  otbet  Condi  menta  »nd  art!- 
d^B  tod  nmnerous  to  mention. 

Corre>?pond€iita  in  London,  Mesar^*  J,  and 
R.  M^'CsiCitESj  7,  Old  Jawry* 


HIGE, 
F.  LATTES, 

^EAK  THE  PONT  NEUF, 


AGENT    rOR    LETTING   FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS. 


Letters  addressed  ai*  aboTP  from  parties 
requiring  any  information  respecting  Apart- 
mentSf  &q^  will  meet  with  immediate  i^t* 
tentjon* 


HViriCH. 


HENRY  WIMMER, 


SUCCESSOR  TO 


J.  M.  DE   HERMANN, 

PRINT  AND  PICTURE  SELLER  TO  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING  OP 
BAVARIA, 

EOYAL   PEOMENADE   STEASSE,  No,  12. 

MAGAZINE    OF    OBJECTS  OF    FINE   ARTS,   PICTURES,   PRINTS, 
DRAWINGS,    AND    LITHOGRAPHS, 


Iktitis  tlie  NobiUty  and  G^Dtry  to  v^isit  Mi  E^taMlshmcDtj  Vfhett  he  has  klwAja 
on  Sale  an  extGneive  collection  of  PictureB  bj  Modern  Artiets^  Paintings  on  Gla&s 
and  Porctliiinj  Miniaturei,  Drawinga^  Engraviiigej  and  Drhograpbs,  the  latter 
comptisitig  tbe  Complete  Collections  of  tbe  varioui  GalierJeij  of  wKjch  Single 
Copiea  may  be  selected. 

He  bas  also  on  Sal«  fill  tb&t  relatet  to  llie  Fine  AttA. 

H.  TrVIMMEB  undertaken  to  fofwmrd  to  England  all  ptirelifises  made  «t  bis 
Est&blisbmcnt,  tbrough  bi^  Agents^  Messrs*  J*  ^d  R,  M*^Ciuckin,  7,  Old  Jewrj-j 
LondoQ^ 
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UNION    BANK    OF    LONDON. 


SIR  PETER  LAURIE,  Aldbbmak,  Owemor. 
WILLIAM  MOUNTFORD  NURSE,  Esq,  Depttty  Governor. 


Rt.  Hoist.  THB  Lord  Mayor. 
J.  Baknbs,  Esq. 
J.  Fabquhab,  Esq. 
Lbo  Schustkb,  Esq. 


P.#rOBTHALL  LAUBIB,  Esq. 

G.  Ltall,  Esq. 
J.  Ghaphak,  Esq. 
H.  HuLBBBT,  Esq. 


A.  BoTD,  Esq. 

Lt.-Gol.  Mathbbon,  M.P. 

J.  Scott,  Esq. 


WiLLiAH  Wilson  ScsiMaBOUB,  Qenerai  Manager.        Waltbb  Laxtbie,  Secretary. 


CIRCULAR    NOTES. 

GIRGULAR  NOTES  of  the  value  of  £10  and  upwards,  >Ve«  of  expense,  and  LETTERS 
OF  GREDIT  payable  at  the  places  Indicated  below  may  be  obtained  at  the  Hbad  Ofrcb, 
2,  PBiifCBS  Stbbjet,  Mansion  House;  Aboyle  Place;  and 4,  Pall  Mall  East. 


AbbeviUe 

Ganada 

Gottenbourg 

Middlebourg 

San  Francisco 

Aiz-en-Piovence 

Ganton 

Gottingen 

Milan 

San  Sebastian 

Aiz-la-Ghapelle 

Gape  Town 

Graefenburg 

Modena 

Santa  Cruz 

Alexandria 

Garlsbad 

Granville 

Montpellier 

Schwalback 

Aleppo 

Grasse 

Montreal 

Seville 

Algiers 
AUcante 

Gassel 

Gratz 

Moreton  Bay 

Shauffhausen 

Gatania 

Grenada 

Moscow 

Siena 

Almeria 

Gephalonia 

Grenoble 

Moulins 

Singapore 

Amiens 

Gette 

Halifax 

Moulmein 

Smyrna 

Amsterdam 

Geylon 

Hamburg 

Munich 

Spa 

Ancona 

Ghalon 

Hanover 

Munster 

Stettin 

Angers 

Ghambery 

Havre 

Murcia 

St.  Galle 

Antwerp 

Hague 
Heidelburg 

Nancy 

St.  Malo 

Archangel 

Gherbourg 

Nantes 

St.  Omer 

Athens 

Ghristiana 

Hermanstadt 

Naples 

St.  Petersburg 

Angsbourg 
Aylgnon 

Ghristiansand 

Homburg     es 

Neufchatel 

St.  Quentin 

GivitA  Vecchia 

monts 

New  Orleans 

St.  Thomas 

Ayranches 

Glermont     Fer- 

Hong  Kong 

New  York 

Stockholm 

Baden-Baden 

rand 

Innspruck 

Nice 

Strasbourg 

Bagdad 

Goblenz 

Interlaken 

Nismes 

Stuttgardt 

Bagn^res  de  Big 

Gobourg 
Goire 

JafiE^ 
Jerusalem 

Nurembourg 
Odessa 

'^^^ 

Barcelona 

Cologne 

Kissingen 

Oleron 

Teneriffe 

Basle 

Constance 

K5nigsberg 

Oporto 

TSplitz 

Bayonne 
Beirout 

Constantinople 

Lausanne 

Orleans 

Toronto 

Copenhagen 

Leghorn 

Ostend 

Toulon 

Bergen 

Cordova 

Leipsic 

Palermo 

Toulouse 

BerUn 

Corfu 

Liege 

Paris 

Tours 

Berne 

Gonmna 

Lille 

Parma 

Treves 

Besancon 

Creuznach 

Lisbon 

Patras 

Trieste 

BUbao 

Damascus 

Locle 

Pan 

Turin 

Blois 

Dantzic 

L'Orient 

Perpignan 

Utrecht 

Bologna 
Bombay 

Darmstadt 

Lubeck 

Pesth 

Valenciennes 

Delhi 

Lucca 

Pisa 

Valencia 

Bonn 

Dieppe 

Lucerne 

Port  St.  Mary 

Venice 

Bordeaux 

Dijon 

Lyons 

Prague 

Verona 

Botzen 

Dresden 

Madeira 

Presbourg 

Vevey 

Boulogne 

Drontheim 

Madras 

Quebec 

Vienna 

Bremen 

Dunkirk 

Madrid 

Rastadt 

Vigo 

Breslau 

Dusseldort 

Magdebourg 

Ratisbonne 

Vitoria 

Bruges 

Elberfeld 

Malaga 

Rennes 

Warsaw 

Briinn 

Elsinore 

Malta 

Rheims 

Weimar 

Brunswick 

Emms 

Mannheim 

Riga 

Wiesbaden 

Brussels 

Florence 

Mantua    • 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

Wildbad 

Burgos 

Foix 

Marienbad 

Rome 

Worms 

Gadiz 

Francfort 

Marseilles 

Rostock 

Wurzbourg 

Gaen 

Geneva 

Mauritius 

Rotterdam 

Yverdon 

Gairo 

Genoa 

Mayence 
Melbourne 

Rouen 

Zante 

Galais 

Ghent 

Salamanca 

Zaragosa 

Calcutta 

Gibraltar 

Messina 

Salzburg 

Zurich. 

Gambrai 

Gotha 
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LUGEENR 

Bqati)  and  Ltjdglng  Bli  Francs  il  H^fj 
ChUdj^n  HAlf-prlcej  at 

PHILIP  SEGiESSEE'S 
PENSION  AU   TIVOLL 

Commuidlng  Inantjful  vit^iri  ot  the  Laltfl 
and  Moot  FUate,  situated  about  h&Lf-a~mtls 
froin  Lpcema.  Any  gnquiriefl  will  bu  mjulilf 
■.tiAwered  'by  Hiopuai^  Busk,  Esq,,  Alder- 
niAflt^iD,  Ncvbuiy,  wbo  ciji  stran;^]^  rBcum- 
mend  tlie  Etitablishnietitw 


THLSCOTTtSH  TOURIST  FOR  1853. 

{10  tb  EditJon,) 

Now  Tsady^  Onn  Volimie,  l^mOj  Qs,  &3,^ 

OLIVER  &  BOYD'S 

SCOTTISH  TOUEIST  for  1852, 

B^mg  a  <rUTi>E  to  the  CinES,  Towns,  Air- 
'i<iiQ;iiiTiGfl,    SfiATft   of  the    K<iBrLiTV,    and 

riCTUfiS&gcrB  LAKLK  and  MoUHTATbr  SCEKBRY 

of  ScotZaad ;  with  numerous  IHuetrativa 
Eni;ravlrtgfl  and  dareruDy  prepared  Travifl- 
ling  M3.pA. 

Thiij  vell-knoTim  worfcf  dott  tbe  property 
Hit  M^ndT^r  Or^rvEE  &  Botd,  has  been  altars t 
intirely  rttDriitett,  and  gives  t^iU  and  accH' 
rata  IHLfbTmatlQii  on  every  thin^  that  tad 
ptQve  interesting  or  amniing  to  tha  TonrLat. 
The  separate  Tours  are  niiniitely  described, 
and  ehli^ened  with  a  pleaiiing  Tariety  of 
Anecdote  and  Hi^'torlear  Beniini&cencc+ 

Olite^  &  Boyd,  Edinbui'gta.    Swpki^-j 

MASgUALLr  &  Co.,  LOtldOD, 


EOEEIGK    BOOKS.: 

— + — 

QEHMAKj  FKENCe,  ITALIAN, 

HPAKISU,       aWEDtSH,      DANISH, 

AMD  DUTCH 

dRAMMARS, 

DtCTlONARIES,    DIALOGUES, 

and  a  choice  stdck  of  the 

LlTEKATUltE  of  the  CONTINENT 

U  alwayp  to  bo  feund  at 

FRAI92   THiMlt'S, 

Sa^  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON. 


Jnet  publinhed,  fbap^  5b.  cloth. 

HELEN OF  INNSPBUCK 

OR,  THE  MAIO  OF  TYROLp 
A    POEM,   IN    SIX   CANTOS, 

DluatTELtive  of  tlie  War  of  Liberation  in  19)9 
eE[il:)ractng  the  exploits  ajid  execution  of 

Hofer. 
*'  The  fltory  of  the  Tyroleae  utmggle  for 

freedom  Is  well  narrated,  and  nianr  of  tiio 

pasRages  have  tniepoetie  power  and  beauty*^ 

—Literarif  GuiHii* 
*'  A    composition    Bingiilarly    free   from 

fanJts.    A  -volume  of  mofkj  than  ne^ped^bto 

poetry.''— CVi(ic, 

Loiajdon:  HauiltoiTtAdamiJ  &Co,;  Brlatol: 
H.  Oldlanu. 

THE   LONDON    AND    WESTMINSTER  BANK 
Issues  Circular  Kotes  for  £10  eaclit 

FOR  THE  USE  OF  TKAVELL£RS  AND  RESIDENTS  ON  TliE  CONTINENT. 
They  nre  payable  at  every  important  place  in  Europe,  and  enable  a  Traveller  to  vary 
lilfi  POiite  without  iiioonvenience*  No  expenjie  is  IncuiTed,  and  wbeo  cashed,  no  charge  ia 
made  far  commission.  Thoy  may  ho  obta-^nod  at  the  head  ofQce  of  the  Lriridon  and  West- 
minster Banfc,  In  Lothbiiry^  or  of  ltd  branches  iria. :— 1,  Si.  Jtmes's-aquare,  214,  High 
Holhom,  3^  Wellingtan-atreyt,  Etorongh,  S7,  Uigh-stnjflt,  WhitechJipel.  and  4,  Stratford- 
place,  Oxford-street.  J.  W.  GILBART,  ^ctm?^?  Jlfdn«j(;er. 

BEST   FAMILY   WEEKLY    NEWSPAPER. 


BELL'S  WEEKLT    MESSENGER 

liafl  hoen  esta-blished  for  more  than  half  a  ccntnry,  and  is  acknowledged  to  bci  th^  best 
Weekly  Newspaper  now  published.  Its  circnlation  greatly  exceeds  tbat  of  nny  other 
paper  of  )ta  claass  a  fact  reBwUlnfl  froifl  tbe  high  reputation  it  bas  obtained  for  the  cstcat, 
■variety^  and  correctness  of  its  informatJun  on  all  auhjeets  embraced  by  a  general  news- 
paper, as  well  as  by  lbs  rigid  eixcluslon  of  everything,  either  in  the  ahape  ot  sdrerti^mentR 
or  otherwise,  offeneiTo  to  morals  and  good  taste.  In  Poll  ties  it  is  Conperrfltl*ii*e,  in  Kehgloii 
thoroughly  rrotestant;  while  ita  Commercial  Intelligence  commends  it  to  tlie  Werehant 
and  the  M^n  of  Hii^lncss.  To  English  Families  residing  on  the  Continent  it  will  prove 
peculiarly  ac^epLable,  as  it  contains  a  full  and  authentic  record  of  all  domestic  uffs-lra  of 
l^neral  interest,  and  a  careftilly  prepared  Bummary  of  Foreign  Newu.  It  can  bo  for- 
warded to  anv  part  of  the  Continent  Price  6d^  or  SSc.  weekly,  and  fi&,  fid4^  or  7f.  SOc.  per 
quarter,  paid  In  advance.  Orders  should  be  addressed  to  the  FubUnher,  at  tLc  OJm,cei 
2,  New  Bridga-s^et,  BlackfHarRj  Loudon  or  to  any  Newsvendor. 
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VBAHEFOBT  0.  M. 


MESSRS.  LOHR  &  ALTEN, 

PBOPBIBTOBS  Oy 

THE  ROMAN  EMPEROR  HOTEL, 

Beg  to  reeonuaend  fheir  Hoase  to  EngUsh  Travellen. 

This  largo  and  well  ritnated  Establishment  is  conducted  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  the  Proprietors,  and  newlj  furnished  with  every  comfort 

The  ^  Roman  EMnitOR  "  is  often  honoured  bj  Royal  Families  and  other  high 
personages.     The  following  have  lately  honoured  this  Hotel — 

H.M.  THE  KINO  AND  QUEEN  OP  WUKTEMBEBG. 

H.M.  THE  QUEEN  OF  HOLLAND. 

H.BJI.  THE  CROWN  PRINCE  AND  PRINCESS  OLGA  OP  WURTEMBERG. 

H.I.H.  THE  ARCHIDUKE  OP  AUSTRIA. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Table  d'hote  at  1, 1th.  30c.,  Wine  included.     Breakfast,  36c. 
»  »    H>  ^^'  ^^9  ^thout  Wine.     Tea,  42c. 

Bed  Rooms,  from  1th.  to  3th. 


BBirSSELS. 

CARRIAGES  AND  HORSES. 

T.  SUFFELL 

RespeetAiIly  informs  British  and  American 
Travellers  they  can  always  obtain  a  choice  of 

EXCELLENT  VEHICLES, 

OR 

QOOD    SADDLE    HORSES, 

TO  CONVEY  PASTIES 

TO    AND    PROIE    WATERLOO, 

At  very  reasonable  prices. 


For  Carriages  by  the  day,  half  day,  or 
hour,  apply  to  T.  SUFFELL,  12,  Rue  De 
RavenstMn,  Montague  de  la  Cour,  on  the  right 
hand  side  deBcending  from  the  Place  Royale. 

Carriagea  of  every  deacripHonfor  town  vm. 

A  Pair  of  Horse  Carriages  for  Waterloo, 
20  fr. :  Gig  or  Cab,  16  fr. ;  and  a  Saddle  Hone, 
12  fr. 


OEVOA. 

HOTEL  CROCE  DI  MALTA, 

BT 

MRS.  V.  PBRNETTI. 


This  Hotel,  which  is  the  first  in 
Genoa,  is  situated  in  a  most  convenient 
position  for  visitors. 

It  has  been  lately  re-embellished  and 
refurnished,  and  is  conducted  on  a  most 
liberal  scale,  under  the  personal  active 
superintendence  of  the  Proprietor,  who 
takes  this  opportunity  to  assure  all  those 
who  may  honour  her  with  their  patronage, 
that  nothing  will  be  left  imdone  to 
ensure  their  comfort  and  convenience,  as 
well  as  to  maintain  the  reputation  of 
her  Establishment. 
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To  all  Persons  of  Taste  intending  to  Visit  London. 
MECHI, 

Of  No.  4,  LEADENHALL  STREET,  near  Gracbchurch  Street,  LONDON, 
Has  long  l)een  renowned  througliont  fbe  civilised  world  for 

BAZOBS,   STBOFS,   CUTLERT  IN  GENERAL, 

NEEDLES,  DRESSING-CASES,  WORK-BOXES,  TEA-TRAYS,  AND  PAPIER 
MACHE  IN  ALL  ITS  VARIOUS  APPLICATIONS, 

AS  WELL  AS    KVEBY  BBQUI81TB  FOB  THE  TOILET   AND  WOBK-TAfiLE. 

His  well-known  Emporiam  has  been  re-decorated  in  a  style  suitable  to  the  improyed 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  has  received  an  accession  of  Stock  calculated  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
demand  which  he  anticipates.  Among  the  sights  of  London,  none  are  more  interesting  and 
extraordinary  than  its  shops,  and  for  a  combination  of  taste  and  elegance,  there  is  not  one 
more  conspicuous  than  Mbghi's.  -  Those  who  wish  to  see  the  Manufactures  of  England 
displayed  in  the  most  attractiye  manner  must  not  omit  to  visit  Mbchi's,  where  they  will 
find  an  abundance  of  objects  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  every  class  of  purchasers. 
Catalogues  will  be  furnished  gratis,  or  sent  to  any  address  in  England,  post  free. 

4,  LEADENHALL   STREET,   NEAR  THE   INDIA  HOUSE. 


3riCE.~MABITIl[E. 

HOTEL     VICTORIA. 
BY  J.  2ICHITELLI, 

CBOIX  DE   MARBRE,     JARDIN  DES 
PLANTES. 

This  Hotel  is  delightfidly  situated,  facing 
the  Sea,  and  possesses  a  southern  aspect.  The 
accommodation  is  of  a  superior  quality,  and 
adapted  for  the  Nobility,  Families,  or  for 
Single  Travellers. 


ENGLISH   COOKERY. 

Now  ready,  with  100  niustratlT©  Woodcutii 
PostSvo.    &».    Strongly  bound.         ■• 

MODERJf 
POMESTIC  COOKBKY. 

Founded  upon  principles  of  Economy 
and  Practical  Knowlei>gr,  and  adapted 
for  Pbivat.  Familiks.  A  New  ^clitio^ 
jaoti  carefully  revised  and  improved.  * 
JOHN  MURRAY,  Almmarl^  8t».,j^^ 


MAPS  Published  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  SOCIETY  for  the 
DIFFUSION  of  USEFUL  KNOW- 
LEDGE, M.  coloured,  6<f.  plain,  each. 

The  whole  of  the  Maps  and  Plans  have 
lately  been  most  carefully  revised,  and  all 
the  recent  discoveries  added. 

The  ATLAS  COMPLETE,  161  maps  and 
51  plans  of  towns,  with  index,  plain,  in  1  vol., 
haUf  morocco  or  rossia,  62.  f7«.;  in  1  vol., 
half  morocco,  or  russia,  coloured,  92. 148. 

The  LIBRARY  ATLAS,  containing  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Australia, 
with  index,  in  1  vol.,  half  morocco  or  russia, 
plain,  52. 6«. ;  coloured,  11.  Is. 

The  SCHOOL  ATLAS,  Modem,  21  maps, 
with  index  to  places,  half-bound,  plain,  18s.; 
coloured,  18«. 

The  INDEX  to  the  MAPS,  Atlas  size, 
hs.\  in  8vo.  cloth,  fa. 

The  WORLD,  on  the  GNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION, plain,  3*.:  coloured,  4b.  6<2. 

GEOLOGICAL  MAP  of  ENGLAND  and 
WALES,  fully  coloured  by  hand,  5«. 

The  STARS  on  the  GNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION, plain,  3».;   coloured,  6«.    Six 
maps,  larger  size,  plain,  \hs. ;  coloured,  II.  1«. 
ATLAS  of  INDIA,  20  coloured  maps, 
half-bound,  18s. :  circuit  leather,  16s. 

ATLAS  of  NORTH  and  CENTRAL 
AMERICA,  19  coloured  maps,  half-bound, 
17s. 

MAP  of  ENGLAND  and  WALES,  on 
roller,  fully  coloured,  12#. 

The  MAP  of  LONDON,  corrected  to  the 

present  time,  price  Is.  plain;  Is.ftt.,  coloured , 

8s.  bound  in  cloth,  or  6s.  on  roller,  varnished. 

A  Catalogue,  containing  the  whole  of  the 

maps,  can  be  had  of  all  Booksellers. 

Purchasers  can  have  any  of  the  Maps  in 

case,  on  roller,  or  bound,  according  to  th^ 

order,  on  applying  to  the  Publisher. 

G.  Cox,  12,  King  William-street,  Strand, 

and  all  Booksellera. 
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MUEEAT*3  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER*'' 


The  Official  BescriptiTe  and  ninstrated  Catalogiie  of  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  the  Indnstrf  of  all  Nationi, 

SUPPLEMENTAL    VOLUME    OF    ILLUSTRATIONS    of 
thofle  Articlefl  for  wbich  PKIZE  AND  COUNCIL  MEDALS  bbva  been  kwudfld 
I17  tha  J  mora  ct  Lhe  Greiit  £x.hlbltlDU  of  Uie  InduBtij  of  aU  KatJODS* 

MMsra.  9P1CER  BROTHERS  flnd  WM.  CLOWES  &  SONS  are  prepftriog  far  pubU- 
eatlcn  &  YobiDie  of  Illubtuatiuni^,  in  iim  lii^b«st  flt^le  of  Artt«3  a  Sni^pleineiiU]  Valiime 
ta  ihsi  IllcLatTAtcd  Catalngiin^  which  will  embrace  a.  large  portion  of  those  objects  which 
jure  dot  incLudeiJ  in  the  three  voluniey  nlretuly  pubUbbedr  Thte  Vnldme  will  hlso  lucluda 
tlie  Report  of  the  CcnumLssioncTft  for  the  Eochibitiun^  1851  ^  containing  a  Eoass  of  vaLuablo 
infannation  connected  with  the  Great  ExhibUloiiT  StatitiUc&lTAblescif  Number  of  Yisitors^ 

THE  COMPLETE  OEFICIAL  DESCRIPTIVE  AND 
ILLUSTKATF.D  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION  OP  THE 
WORKS  OF  INDUSTRY  OF  ALL  NATIONS,  1S61.  In  ihie&  handsome  Yoluniei, 
cloth,  Lettered}  gilt  odges,  price  Three  O-uineas^ 

Wliole  morocco £&    B    0    I    Whole  Calf   £5    0    0 

Half         do. 4  IS    0    I    Half     do 4  10    0 

This  work  forms  a  complete  ScientifiOt  Historic&l,  and  lUnstrated  Record  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  185 L  The  numeroua  IllmitratlDiia  cona^at  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  objects  of  Art  and  Induatt?  exhibited ;  ajid  original  Notes  and  Fftpera  haw 
been  contributed  by  the  foUoidDg  gcatlemeii. 


Uws^Y  Cotifj  C.B.,  F  Jt.S. 

Jauab  Glaeshbr,  FJ£.rl5. 

J.  K.GnAT^RR.S. 

RoBEfiT  Hunt,  Keeper  of  Mining  Recorda^ 

ROVKHT  LLIflB^  F.Lni^. 
S,  Ctfttio^  Jun^  F.R.S. 
■\Y.  De  La  RdEi  FJt.S. 
J,  SruHGiN,  M.X>. 
JOWH  WlLBOITj  F*E.S,E. 
HiEKBiY  DmtiiK. 
"W.  C*  AlTlTTff* 
H.  MAUDfiliAV,  C.E, 

HonsitT  Il£HBm£n  Jun. 

J,  A.  NlCHOJJA\, 


ProfcMor  OwRif,  F.K-S- 

Baron  JuSTira  Liiuiia,  F.R.S. 

ProfcBflor  LisfTDLEY,  r.R,S, 

Ffoliessor  FonnBft  Royle,  F.R.S, 

Frofeaeor  Bell,  F.R.S.,  Sec.  R-S* 

Piofeaaor  Eh  FoiiutB*  F.R.S, 

FrofosBor  AusTK^jf  F  Jt.S. 

Professor  Hobkivg, 

Professor  A.  Be  Mobj^an,  M.A* 

Philip  Pubs-?,  M.P^  F.R,3. 

EeT,  J.  Baelow,  FhRhS. 

RcT.  J,  Boor fi,  F.R.S. 

Captain  L.  L.  Bobcawen  Irbetson,  F  JtnSn 

iJr.  Lyon  Ft. ATFAiit,  C,B.,  F.R.S. 

M.  DwffY  WvArr,  C^E^  F.R.I.B.A, 
^  The  work  is  without  precedent  in  the  annals  of  literature.''— j^^Amouw* 
"  The  sole  tndnstiia]!  source  for  fntim:  irtve^tlgatlDna  connected  with  the  yfit  nndeye* 

k>ped  resources  of  the  19th  ceatury.'^— Z?ffli7y  Ntwv. 
"  A  complete  literary  type  of  the  original  to  whict  It  refers  "—5Vwim. 

EXHIBITION  t851.-JURY  REPORTS. 

THE  REPORTS  BY  THE  JURIES  ou  the  Subjects  In  the 
30  Claflses  Into  whlcli  the  Exhibition  wab  divided^  are  iBBued  in  two  editionB,  one  la 
large  type,  forming  2  vols,  super-royitl  Svo,  of  al>out  1000  pages  eapb,  price  Two  Guineas  j 
and  the  other  in  email  type,  double  oolumna^  forming  1  TOl.,iiijper  royal  Svo^  of  about  1003 
pageis  picice  0n4  Guinea.    Both  editiuua  will  be  unlfDnn  in  ai^  with  the  Oepigial  Dip- 

flCBim^E   AKD   ILLUBTEATEP   CATALOGUE* 

POPULAR  EECORD  OF  THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION.— 
HUNT'S  IIANDBQOKf  being  »"  EjcptanEtoTT  Oulde  to  the  Great  Exhibition  of 
the  Industry  of  AU  NationB^  1851.  In  *2  yoIs.,  price  w+  By  Ro&caT  Hunt,  Frofiessor  of 
Mechanical  Science,  Govemtnent  School  of  Mines.  ^ 

THE  OFFICIAL  SMALL  CATALOGUE,  Finally  Corrected 
and  Improved  Edition,  with  a  full  AlphabetiCAl  and  Classified  Index  of  Contribi^torai 
ftnd  of  Articles  exhibited.  Lists  of  Comn^issionera  and  othem  enga>!;:ed  in  the  Exhibition 
&c^  in  ono  volume,  with  the  British  and  Forei^  Friued  Lli^ts,  price  Ts.  6d. 

SFICKR  BHOTHERS,  Wholesale  StatlonfiraH 
WM.  CLOWES  and  SONS,  Pfintere- 
Offl^al  Catalogue  Office,  2,  Tndor-street,  New  Urldge-atreet 
BlaclciriKrB,  &nd  of  aU  IfoookBuIJeris. 
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To  all  Persons  of  Taste  intending  to  Visit  London. 
MECHI, 

Or  No.  4,  LEADENHALL  STREET,  nbar  Gracechurch  Street,  LONDON, 
Has  long  been  renowned  throughout  the  civilised  world  for 

BAZOES,   STROPS,   CUTLEET  IN  GENEEAL, 

NEEDLES,  DRESSING-CASES,  WORK-BOXES,  TEA-TRAYS,  AND  PAPIER 
MACHE  IN  ALL  ITS  VARIOUS  APPLICATIONS, 

AS  WELL  AS   BVEBY  REQUISITE  FOR  THE  TOILET   AND  WOBK-TAfiLE. 

His  well-known  Emporium  has  been  re-decorated  in  a  style  suitable  to  the  improved 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  has  received  an  accession  of  Stock  calculated  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
demand  which  he  anticipates.  Among  the  sights  of  London,  none  are  more  interesting  and 
extraordinary  than  its  shops,  and  for  a  combination  of  taste  and  elegance,  there  is  not  one 
more  conspicuous  than  Mechi's.  -  Those  who  wish  to  see  the  Manufactures  of  England 
displayed  in  the  most  attractive  manner  must  not  omit  to  visit  Mechi's,  where  they  will 
find  an  abundance  of  objects  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  every  class  of  purchasers. 
Catalogues  will  be  furnished  gratis,  or  sent  to  any  address  in  England,  post  free. 

4,  LEADENHALL  STREET,   NEAR  THE   INDIA  HOUSE 


KICE-MABITIME. 

HOTEL     VICTORIA. 

BY  J.  ZICHITELLI, 

CROIX  D£   MARBRE,    JARDIN  DES 
PLANTES. 

This  Hotel  is  delightfblly  situated,  facing 
the  Sea,  and  possesses  a  southern  aspect.  The 
accommodation  is  of  a  superior  quality,  and 
adapted  for  the  Nobility,  Families,  or  for 
Single  Travellers. 


ENGLISH   COOKERY. 


Now  ready,  with  100  niustrative  Woodcuts. 
FostSvo.    68»    Strongly  bound. 

MODERN 
DOMESTIC  COOKERY. 

Founded  upon  principles  of  Economy 
and  Practical  Knowledge,  and  adapted 
for  Pbivate  Families.  A  New  Edii-hny 
most  carefully  revised  and  improved. 

JOHN  MURRAY,  Albbmarls  Street. 


MAPS  Published  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  SOCIETY  for  the 
DIFFUSION  of  USEFUL  KNOW- 
LEDGE, 9d.  coloured,  Qd.  plain,  each. 

The  whole  of  the  Maps  and  Plans  have 
lately  been  most  carefully  revised,  and  all 
the  recent  discoveries  added. 

The  ATLAS  COMPLETE,  161  maps  and 
51  plans  of  towns,  with  index,  plain,  in  1  vol., 
hau  morocco  or  russia,  62. 17«.;  in  1  vol., 
half  morocco,  or  russia,  coloured,  92. 148. 

The  LIBRARY  ATLAS,  containing  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Australia, 
with  index,  in  1  voL,  half  morooco  or  russia, 
plain,  62. 6«. ;  coloured,  72.  Is. 

The  SCHOOL  ATLAS,  Modem,  21  maps, 
with  index  to  places,  half-bound,  plain,  188.; 
coloured,  188. 

The  INDEX  to  the  MAPS,  Atlas  size, 
68.;  in  8vo.  cloth,  68. 

The  WORLD,  on  the  GNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION, plain,  38.;  coloured,  4b.  6rf. 

GEOLOGICAL  MAP  of  ENGLAND  and 
WALES,  fully  coloured  by  hand,  68. 

The  STARS  on  the  GNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION, plain,  38.;  coloured,  6*.  Six 
maps,  larger  size,  plain,  168. ;  coloured,  12.  l8. 

ATLAS  of  INDIA,  20  coloured  maps, 
half-bound,  188. ;  circuit  leather,  168. 

ATLAS  of  NORTH  and  CENTRAL 
AMERICA,  19  coloured  maps,  half-bound, 

178. 

MAP  of  ENGLAND  and  WALES,  on 
roller,  fiiUy  coloured,  128. 

The  MAP  of  LONDON,  corrected  to  the 
present  time,  price  Is.  plain ;  l8. 6(2.,  coloured , 
38.  bound  in  cloth,  or  68.  on  roller,  varnished. 

A  Catalogue,  containing  the  whole  of  the 
maps,  can  be  had  of  all  Booksellers. 

Purchasers  can  have  any  of  the  Maps  in 
case,  on  roller,  or  bound,  according  to  th«ir 
order,  on  applying  to  the  Publisher. 
G.  Cox,  12,  King  WUUam-street,  Strand, 
and  all  Booksellera. 
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MALTA.-EGTFT.-INDIA.-IONIAN  ISLES. 


3SS  Appointment 


THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 


H.  B.  Majesty's  Steam  Packets,  ponessing  every  requisite  aocommodation  for  the 
comfort  of  passengers,  keep  up  a  regular  Communicatioii  between  England  and  India, 
vid  Marseilles,  Malta,  and  Alexandria,  twice  a  Month. 

These  fine  Yesselfl  leave  Marseilles  for  Malta  on  the  9th  and  26th,  and  Malta  Ibr 
Marseilles  abont  the  12th  and  24th,  performing  the  passage  in  ahont  68  hours. 

On  the  13th  one  of  these  Packets  is  despatched  to  Alexandria  with  the  India  Mails  and 
pMsengers,  which  place  she  leaves  with  the  Homeward  MaU  and  passengers  about  the 
2lBt,  oeeopying  abont  90  boon  in  the  voyage.  The  Packet  for  Marseilles  waits  her 
arrival,  also  one  of  the  Peninsular  Company's  Boats,  to  convey  passengers  to  England  trid 
Gibraltar,  to  the  26th. 

IONIAN    ISLES. 

On  the  1st  and  Idth  of  each  month  one  of  these  Packets  is  despatched  to  Corfu,  vid 
Cephalonia,  Zante  and  Patras,  fhnn  whence  passengers  can  proceed  to  Athens.  She 
remains  at  Corfti  four  days,  and  returns  (calling  at  the  above  ports)  to  Malta,  arriving  on 
the  10th  and  23rd,  in  time  to  secure  passages  to  England,  vid  Gibraltar  or  Marseilles. 

Freights  on  Specie  in  aooordanm  with  Admiralty  regulation ;  1  per  Cent,  on  Silver, 
I  on  Jeweltoy. 

Freight  on  Packages  and  Parcels  may  be  known  on  application  at  the  Agents*. 


Bi$eaffea,mciuding 

WisuSf  a  liberal  TcMe,  and  every  JSxperue, 

lit  Clan. 

Female 
SerranM. 

Slid  Clan. 

SrdCUn. 
VictuaUed. 

3rd  Clan, 

not 
Yictoalled. 

£  a.   d. 

£   ff.    d. 

£    8.    d. 

£  *.   d. 

t    8.    d. 

Between  Malta  and  Marseilles 

8    2    0 

5    8    0 

4  10    0 

2  14    0 

2    0    6 

„              „         Alexandria 

12  10    0 

8    6    8 

7    2    0 

8  16    0 

2  17    0 

„              „         Corfu    .    . 

9    0    0 

6    0    0 

5  10    0 

2  10    0 

1  17    6 

„              „         Patras  .    . 

7    0    0 

4  13    4 

4  10    0 

1  16    0 

17    0 

And  the  intermediate  Ports  in  proportion. 


BOOKINC    AGENTS. 


MARSEILLES— L.  Bocvbt. 
ALEXANDRIA— Mb.  Davidsoit. 
BOMBAY— TiKBS  Office. 
PARIS— A.  &  W.  Galignant. 
ATHENS— €.  Maeoabbtta,  Esq. 
MALTA— G.  MuiB,  247,  Strada  Reale. 
ZANTB— W.  L.  Rbykolds,  Esq. 


CEPHALONIA— Captain  Lbfoghilo. 

SINGAPORE-Mb.  Logan. 

PATRAS— T.  WooDLBY. 

ENGLAND  — Messrs.  G.  W.  "Wheatley 
&  Co.,  156,  Leadenhall  Street;  and 
C.  W.  De  Eebnabdy,  Esq.,  20,  John 
Street,  Adelphi,  London. 


Offices  wiU  U  ehoray  Established  at  other  Ibrt8. 
G.  MUIR, 
Booking  and  Superintending  Agent 
to  Her  Majesty's  Packets  in  the  Mediterranean. 

N3.— Passengers  leaving  England  by  the  P.  and  O.  Company's  Steamer  from  South- 
ampton on  the  29tti,  are  conveyed  on  to  Alexandria  by  H.  M.'s  Packet  leaving  Malta  on 
the  13th.  Mr.  Muib,  the  Agent,  will  be  on  board  to  tranship  their  luggage  and  give  them 
any  information.    There  is  no  expense  attending  it. 
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B0irLOOHE-SirS-XBS.f 


BRIGHTON    FAMILY    HOTEL. 

•  This  Ingp  and  delightfully  situated  Hotel  poueues  the  advantage  of  heing 
cloie  to  the  Raflmy  Station.  It  is  snnounded  by  eztetinve  and  well-kept 
Pleasure  Grounda  and  Gardens,  to  the  extent  of  several  acres,  and  affords  a  very 
agreeable  residence  either  for  a  long  or  short  period. 

The  Farm  and  Gardens  yield  abundance  of  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Butter,  Milk, 
Eggs,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Hotel.     There  is  a  Table  d'H6te  at  Six  o'clock. 

CARRIAGES   ATTEND   THE   ARRIVAL   OF   THE   STEAMERS. 


MxrjricH. 


HOTEL    MAULICH. 

BY   E.  MAULICH, 

^HIS  Hotel,  which  is  the  '^fint  in  Munich,  is  situated  in  a  central  and  most 
convenient  position  for  Yisitors  to  this  renowned  seat  of  the  Fine  Arts. 

It  is  conducted  on  a  most  liberal  scale,  and  the  Proprietor  leayes  nothing 
undone  which  a  constant  personal  active  superintendence  can  effect,  to  ensure 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  Visitors.  It  has  been  honoured  with  the 
patronage  of  the  highest  personages  of  the  Continent  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Proprietor  begs  to  assure  those  who  may  honour  him  with  their  patronage 
that  they  may  rely  on  a  continuance  of  his  endeavours  to  merit  the  same,  and  to 
maintain  the  reputation  of  his  Establishment. 

This  day,  fcap.  8vo,  1*.  6d, 

THE  ART  OF  DINING; 

OR,  GASTRONOMY  AND  GASTRONOMERS. 

Two  Essays,  from  the  "Quabtebly  Rbvivw,"  revised,  with  Additions  by  the  Author. 

"  Among  the  many  distiogaished  and  accomplished  persons  who  have  kindly  fallen  in 
with  the  humour  of  the  undertaking,  and  have  supplied  the  writer  with  valuable 
materials  in  the  shape  of  hints,  recipes,  and  illustrative  anecdotes,  he  deems  it  an 
imperative  duty  to  acknowledge  his  obligations  to  Count  d'Orsay,  Lord  Marcus  Hill,  the 
Bight  Hon.  Colonel  Darner,  the  Hon.  W.  Stuart,  (attached  to  the  British  Embassy  at 
Paris,)  Sir  Alexander  Grant,  Bart.,  Sir  H.  Hume  Campbell^  of  Marchmont,  Bart,  the 
Editor  of  the  '  Quarterly  Review.'  the  Author  of  the '  Spanish  Handbook,'  Lady  Morgan, 
and  (last,  not  least)  the  Author  of '  Staart  of  Dunleith."— uluCAor'5  Pre/ace. 


JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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BLACK'S    GUIDE-BOOKS 

AND    TRAVELLING-MAPS    FOR  TOURISTS. 

"  They  should  find  a  corner  in  the  portmanteau  of  every  person  abont  to  undertake  a 
journey  of  pleasure  or  business,  either  in  England  and  Wales,  or  Scotland."— i/bAn  Bull. 

"  The  most  valuable  series  of  Picturesque  Guide  Books  issued  by  Messrs.  Black. of 
Edinburgh.  We  have  looked  carefully  through  the  volumes:  thev  are  admirably  'got 
up ;'  the  descriptions  are  accurate,  and  remarkably  dear  and  comprehensive.  Altogether 
this  series  of  works  is  of  immense  value  to  Tourists."— -irtVoumoi. 


In  a  dosely  printed  and  portable  volume,  price  lOs.  6d., 

Black's  Picturesque    Tourist    and   Boad  Book  of 
England. 

With  26  Maps  and  Bailway  Charts. 

Price  8s.  6d.  a  Ninth  Editiok  of 

Black's  Picturesque  Tourist  of  Scotland. 

With  24  Maps,  Phtns,  and  Charts ;  and  60  Views  of  Scenery  and  Public  Buildings. 
Price  6s.,  a  Third  Edition,  of 

Black's  Picturesque  Guide  to  the  English  Lakes; 

With  an  Essay  on  the  Geology  of  the  District,  by  Professor  Phillips  ;  minutely 
accurate  Map  and  Charts;  and  vieirs  of  the  Mountain  Ranges,  and  other  Scenery. 

Price  6s.,  beautlMly  printed  and  Illustrated, 

Black's  Picturesque  Tourist  of  North  and  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire. 

C<Mitaining  minutely  engraved  Travelling  Maps.  Charts  of  the  Railways,  a  Chart 
of  the  Course  of  the  River  Wye,  numerous  Views  of  the  Scenery,  engraved  on 
Wood  and  Steel,  and  a  copious  Itinerary. 

Price  3s.  6d,  a  Fifth  Editioh  of 

Black's  Economical  Tourist  of  Scotland. 

Containing  an  accurate  Travelling  Map  and  Itinerary,  with  Descriptive  Notices  of 
all  the  remarkable  objects  along  the  several  roads,  and  Four  Engraved  Charts  of 
those  localities  which  possess  peculiar  historical  or  picturesque  interest 

Price  2s.  6d.,  a  Sevbiith  Edition  of 

Black's  Guide  through  Edinburgh,  with  a  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Environs. 

Illnstrated  with  a  Plan  of  the  City ;  a  Map  of  the  Country  Ten  Miles  round,  and 
numerous  Views  of  the  Public  Buildings  and  of  the  Neighbouring  Scenery. 

Price  10s.  6d.,  a  Thibd  Edition,  (800  pp.,)  greatly  enlarged,  of 

Guide  to  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland, 
including  Orkney  and  Zetland. 

With  Directions  for  Visiting  the  Lowlands,  Tables  of  Distances,  Notices  of  Inns, 
and  other  Information  for  the  use  of  Tourists. 

By  GEORGE  &  PETER  ANDERSON,  of  Inverness. 
**  An  original  and  solid  work,  which  tells  all  that  common  Guide-books  profess  to  tell,  but 
more  fully  and  with  better  arrangement"— iS^tator, 
**  Most  copiously  and  praiseworthily  minute."— ^(A«nattm. 


A.  &  C.  BLACK,  EDINBURGH  i  AND  SOLD  BY  ALL  BOOKSELLERS. 
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MURRAY'S 
HANDBOOKS    FOR    TRAVELLERS. 


TTANDBOOK  OF  TRAYEL-TALK,  in  four  Limgnages,  for  the  Use  of 
•^^  ,  Englishmsn  tbatbllivo  Abroad,  ob  Fobbionkbs  visitinq  Ekgland.    ISnio,  5s. 

TTANDBOOK   OF  MODERN   LONDON  :    a  Completb  Guide  to  all 
-*"*-    Objbcts  and  Plaoes  of  Intebbst  in  the  Metbopolis.   Maps  and  Plana,  16mo,  5s. 

TTANDBOOK  OF  LONDON  :   Past  and  Present.     An  Alphabetical 
-''^   GuiDB  to  the  Chubghes,  Antiquities,  Histoby,  and  Associations.  Post  8yo,  16s. 

TTANDBOOK  TO  THE  ANTIQUITIES  IN  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM. 
-■"■•    800  Woodcuts.    Po8t8vo,  7s.6d. 

JJANDBOOK  FOR  DEVON  AND  CORNWALL.  Maps.  Post  8vo,  6s. 

TTANDBOOK    FOR    NORTH   GERMANY  AND    THE    RHINE.— 

•^^    HOLLAKD,  Bbi<oix7M,  AND  Pbdssia.    Map.    Post  8to,  12s. 

TTANDBOOK    FOR    SOUTH    GERMANY    AND    THE    TYROL.— 

-*"*•    Bavabia,  Austbia,  Salzbxtbo,  Sttbia,    Austbian  and   Bavabiak  Alps,  and 
THB  Danube.    Map.    Post  8to,  128.  * 

TTANDBOOK   OF  PAINTING.— The  German,  Flemish,  and  Dutch 
*-*•    Schools.    PostSvo,  12s. 

TTANDBOOK    FOR    SWITZERLAND.  —  The    Alps   op    Savoy   and 
-""*■    Piedmont.    Map.    Post  8vo,  lOs. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  FRANCE  AND  THE  PYRENEES.— Normandt, 
■*"*■    Bbitanny,  The  Fbbnch  Alps,  Dauphine,  and  Pbovence.    Maps.    Post  8vo,  12s. 

TTANDBOOK  OF  MADEIRA,  containing  Information  for  the  Tra- 
"*■•■•    yelleb  ob  Invalid  Visitob.    With  Woodcuts.    Post  8vo,  8s.  6d. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  SPAIN.— Andalusia,  Ronda,  Grenada,  Catalonia, 
-'-'-    Gallicia,  the  Basques,  Abbaoon,  &c.    Maps.    Post  8vo,  16s. 

TTANDBOOK  OF  PAINTING.— The  Spanish  and  French  Schools. 
"■"*•    Post  8vo,  12s. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  NORTH  ITALY  AND  FLORENCE.— Sardinia, 
-^-^    Genoa,  the  Bivieba,  Loiebabdy,  and  Tuscany.    Maps.    Post  8vo,  12s. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  CENTRAL   ITALY  AND  ROME.— The  Papal 
"*■■*•    States,  and  Cities  of  Etbubia.    Map.    Post  8vo,  16s. 

TTANDBOOK  OF  PAINTING.— The  Italian  Schools.    100  Woodcuts. 
■■"■•    2  vols.  Post  8vo,  24s. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  THE  EAST.— Malta,  the  Ionian  Islands,  Greece, 
-■"■-    TuBKEY,  Asia  Minob,  and  Constantinople.    Maps.    Post  8vo,  15s. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  EGYPT.— The  Nile,  Alexandria,  Cairo,  Thebes, 
"■"*•    India,  &c.    Map.    Post  8vo,  158. 

TTANDBOOK  FOR  DENMARK,  NORWAY,  AND  SWEDEN.  Afapa. 
"■"*•    Post  8vo,  128. 

JJANDBOOK  FOR  RUSSIA  AND  FINLAND.    Maps.  Post  8vo,  128. 
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MR  MURRAY'S 
PUBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  FBESENT  SEASON. 


JOURNAL  OF  A  WINTER'S  TOUR  IN  INDIA.   By  the 

Hon.  CapL  FSANGIS  EQEBTON,  S.N.    Woodeats.    2  vols.  Post  8yo,  18s. 

STRIFE  FOR  THE  MASTERY.    Two  Allkoories.  With 

lUnstrations.    Crown  8to. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA.    With  Notes  on 

PubUc  Subjects.    By  H.  SEYMOUR  TREMENHEERE.    Post  8^0,  10b.  6d. 

GUSTAVUS  VASA,  King  op  Sweden  :  his  Exploits  An 

ADTEirruBBS.    With  Extracts  from  his  Correspondence.    Portndt.   Syo,  10s.  6d. 

THE   TEA  COUNTRIES   OF  CHINA  AND  INDIA,  in- 

cloding  SoKG-Lo  and  the  Bohba  Hills.  By  ROBERT  FORTUNE.  Map  and  Wood- 
cats.    Svo,  16s. 

LIVES  OP  LORDS  FALKLAND,  CAPBL,  AND  HBRT- 

FOKD.    By  LADY  THERESA  LEWIS.    Portraits.    StoU.   8ro,42s. 

THE  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  MODERN  INDIA.    By 

OBOKQE  CAMPBKU..    8to,1«b. 

BUENOS  AYRBS  AND  THE  PROVINCES  OF  THE  RIO 

DE  LA  PLATA ;  tboh  thbib  Disoovbby  ajtd  Conqubbt  bt  thb  Spaniabds  to  thbib 
FouncAZ.  Iin>BFBiii>B»€B.  By  SIR  WOODBINE  PARISH.  Second  JBctition,  Plates. 
Svo,  14s. 

A  MEMOIR  OF  BISHOP  STANLEY,  with  his  Addresses 

andCsLABaBS.    ByRBy.A.P.STA»LBT,  MJl.   Seomii  JSctitkm.   8T(sl0a.ed. 

MECHANISM  AND  VITAL  ENDOWMENTS  OF  THE 

HAND,  as  CTincing  Design.  By  SIR  CHARLES  BELL.  F{ffh  EHiitti,  P<»init  and 
Woodcnts.    Post8yo,7s.6d. 

LAVEN6R0;  The  Scholar,— The  6iP8T,-'-Ajn>  ThsPri38t. 

By  GEORGE  BORROW,  Esq.    Portrait.    Svols.    Post  8to,  30b. 

HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND  AND  FRANCE  UNDER  THB 

HOUSE  OF  LANCASTER.  With  an  Introdnctaty  Yieir  of  tUd  Early  Reformation. 
8vo,  ISs. 
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MR.  MURRAY'S  LIST  OF  PUBLIOATIONS-Obfitiiiwji. 


THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON'S  DESPATCHES  AND 

GORRESPOKDENOE  daring  his  various  Cakpaxons  in  Imdia,  Dkkhark,  Pobtdoai., 
Spadt,  the  Low  Gouktriss,  and  Fsakcb.  Compiled  from  Official  and  other  Aalhentic 
Documents.  By  GOLONEL  GURWOOD,  C.B.  A  New  and  EnUarged  Edition,  8  vols. 
8V0.,  21s.  each. 

7%e  Letters  and  General  Orders  copied  by  the  Deputy  Adjutant  Geaemlf  from  the 
oiiginal  Manuscripts  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  -irhen  commanding  in  India,  are  inserted 
according  to  their  respective  dates ;  the  extracts  from  the  Instructions  for  the  Move- 
ments of  the  Army,  and  from  the  General  Orders  circulated  hy  the  Quarter-Master 
General  and  Adjutant  General,  in  the  Peninsola,  France,  and  the  Low  Gountries,  vUh 
other  new  I^jpers,  appear  for  the  first  time  in  this  Edition. 

A  SELECTION  feom  the  WELLINGTON  DESPATCHES. 

arranged  as  a  convenient  Manual  of  Refebsvcb  fob  Owiciebs  while  TraveUing  or  on 
Service.    8vo,18s. 

THE    FIRST    YEARS    OF    THE    AMERICAN    WAR. 

1763--80.    By  LORD  MAHON.    2  vols.  8vo,  SOs. 

THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  GEORGE   GRBNVILLE, 

AKD  ms  Bbotheb,  Eabl  Tbmple,  their  Fbishbs  and  GoNTSHPOfiARixs.  From  the 
jirehiveg  at  Stowe,    2  vols.  8vo,  82s. 

GROTE*S    HISTORY   OF  GREECE.      Continued  to  the 

Accession  of  Philip  of  Maoedon,».a  408-859.    Maps.    S  vols.  8vo,  82s. 

FARlNrS    HISTORY     OF     THE     ROMAN    STATE, 

1816^.    Translated  by  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE,  M.P.    Vol.8.    8vo,ias. 

PARIS  IN  1861.— A  FAGGOT   OF   FRENCH   STICKS. 

By  SIB  FRAKGIS  HEAD.    Seemid  EOtUm,    2  vols.  Post  8vo,  24s. 

A  MANUAL  OF  FIELD  OPERATIONS,  for  ^ib  Use   of 

Opficbbs.    By  LIEUT.  JBEVIS,  Royal  Artillery.    Post  8vo»  9s.  6d 

Dr.  SMITH'S    SMALLER  CLASSICAL  DICTIONARY, 

fisr  Ymuva  Psbsoks.  Abridged  firom  the  larger  Works.  With  200  Woodcats.  Oroirn 
8vo,  lOs.ed. 

THE  DANES  AND  NORWEGIANS  ikEnglahd,  Sootlaiti), 

Ain>  Ireland.     By  J.  J.  A.  WORSAAE.   Woodcuts.    Post  8vo,  10s.  6d. 

LIFE  OF  THOMAS  STOTHARD,  R.A,    With   Personal 

RnoNigcsNCBB.    By  Mbs.  bray.    Portndt  and  Engravings.   F<^.  4to,  21s. 
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'B 
Volyglot 

Books, 

(To  save  Travellers 
the  trouMe  of  trans- 
lating  fheir  IVashing 
BUlB) 

FOB  L^>IES. 

BItto 

voB.  oBNTunnnr. 

SnffUsh  4b  Italian, 
EnffUsh  A  Oerman, 
English  ds'&pcmi»h, 
"Engliah  dtwtuguese. 
18.  each. 


PASSPORTS 

Carefiilly  Mounted  and  inserted  in 
morocco  cases,  witii  name  lettered  in 
gold. 


Ambassadors'  Signatures  obtained 
to  Brilash  Secretary  of  State's  Pass- 
ports, at  one  Shilling  each. 


Forelsm  &oner 


The  Litest  editions  of  all  Muaaat's 
Hand-Books  ;  which  can  generally  be 
supplied  when  oat  of  print  and  not  to 
be  obtained  elsewhere. 


CouRiEBS,  or  TRAYSLLiNa  Skryaiits, 
can  be  obtained  at 


Extra  Large  Size, 

TEST  THIK, 

Is.  per  Quire. 

TELESCOPES 

LUGGAGE 
LABELS. 

DooB  Fastenbbs. 

Pocket  Compaua, 

Xeatber 
Money-Baffs. 


JOHN  LEE'S   GUIDE   DEP6t 

440,  WEST   STRAND, 

TWO  nOOBS  WEST  OF  LOWTmCB  ABCJLDE, 

Where  an  xxtsmttiz  GoLLSorioir  of  Guides^  HAxn>-BooKS,  Mapb,  Dzctiohariss  in  all 
Languages,  and  Intbbpbxtbbs  nsefttl  for  Travellers  npon  the  Continent  or  elsewhere,  and 
every  information  concerning  Fasspobts,  can  be  obtained. 

MUBBATS    HAND-BOOKS,  rendered  convenient  Pookvt-Booxs  by  J.  Leis*s  limp 
Morocco  binding,  at  28.  additional  charge. 

MOBOCGO  and  BUSSIA  POBTABLE  BOLIr-UP  GASES  containing  every  essential 

for  WniTftio.  ■ — - 

iBiooxt'si  6ttmm  inUrpveter^ 

With  the  exact  Pronunciation  in  English  on  a  separate  column,  price  68.  cloth,  Gs.  in  leather. 


Bndbury  &  Etmii,  Printcn,  Wbitefrian. 
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